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The long shadow of old
battles in Tata-Mistry clash

Deep tensions within the immediate and extended
family, emotions within the Parsi community, and
wars between Parsis and non-Parsis have been
part and parcel of the Tata Group’s tumultuous
history over the past 150 years. Tata Trusts, the
more philanthropic end of the sprawling salt-
steel-software empire, owns a majority stake in
Tata Sons, the holding firm. So the former’s
footprints within the world of profits and
boardrooms have always constituted an uneasy
ingress, dogging the family for a century. British
colonial rulers and post-independence regimes,
all have meddled in the Tatas’ affairs.

Hence, there is nothing shocking about the stink that
erupted within the Tata Trusts, originating from
the feud between Mehli Mistry, a trustee, and Noel
Tata, the new heir and the late Ratan Tata’s half-
brother. Noel ejected Mehli from the trust, but that
set in motion a disruptive cascade that ended up
crashing into the Tata Sons’ boardroom. At stake is
a tangled web of aggravated relations: among
Parsis (Mehli vs Noel), between Parsis and non-
Parsis, and within kinfolk (Noel vs the family of
the late Cyrus Mistry, his brother-in-law). The
group has grappled with such shenanigans in the
past, too.Mehli, who is likely to legally contest his
ouster, sees himself as the holder of Ratan’s
legacy. He wants a say in all nodal centres across
the group. He is peeved that Noel trusts non-
Parsis: two are in Tata Trusts, a third is Tata Sons’
chairman. Mehli is Cyrus’s cousin, but supported
Ratan during the Ratan-Cyrus spat. It is possible
that Mehli dislikes Noel’s recent moves to fix the
love-hate relationship with his in-laws.

Implicit in these are three issues. Mehli’s
proprietary sense is one. Since the early 1900s,
trustees have tussled over this right. In his
biography of the group, Mircea Raianu explains
how Dorabji and Ratanji, the two sons of founder
Jamsetji Tata, who died in 1904, clashed with a
cousin, R D Tata. The two sides “faced...
momentous decisions about how best to carry on
[Jamsetji’s] legacy”; Dorabji’s “conservative
instincts” jarred with RD’s “ambitious plans”. It
was left to a mediator, Jamsetji’s trusted advisor B
J Padshah, to bring the trio together.In the 2010s,
Ratan sidelined Noel and anointed Cyrus as his
successor. After the Ratan-Cyrus falling out, a
technocrat, N Chandrasekaran, headed Tata Sons.
Noel got the opportunity to own and manage the
empire only after Ratan’s death.Relations with
‘outsiders’, or non-Parsis, are another issue.
Historically, they have been both welcomed and
shunned by the Tatas. Raianu writes that the group
“depended on Marwari intermediaries to connect
them with the inland markets”. Marwaris
“permeated the Tata organisation as selling
agents, partners, and shareholders”. But when
Tata & Co was liquidated in 1930, the Marwari
shareholders were shaken off. The Tatas used the
crisis to “enact a clean break” from them. Gone
were individuals like Cheniram Jesraj, a Marwari
partner since the group’s old opium trading days.
Earlier, when Padshah brokered peace between
Dorabji and RD, the Marwari agents were
excluded to “protect” the Tata name and ensure
that it remained “unblemished”.In the early
1990s, when Ratan took over from J R D Tata, he
got rid of outsiders, or corporate overlords who
managed the group’s jewels—the steel, auto, and
hotel businesses. But after the fight with Cyrus,
Ratan again inducted non-Parsis in Tata Trusts. An
outsider headed Tata Sons too. Mehli joined
during the post-Cyrus period, and Ratan
maintained a balance between Parsis and non-
Parsis in the affairs of both Tata Sons and Tata
Trusts. When Noel took over and leaned more
towards non-Parsis, it rankled the Parsis.Finally,
what irked Mehli was an old riddle: Tata Trusts’
influence over Tata Sons and what it ought to be.
The prickly and contradictory nature of ties
between charities and companies, philanthropy
and profits, and public and private interests
surfaced as early as 1899. Jamsetji had decided to
set up a property trust to settle the family estate
and leave adequate money for charity.

The case against Tytler — accused of

Joy turned to tragedy in Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, and

These contraptions, once used to scare animals from

Long road to justice in ‘84 riots cases

Sajjan serves a life term, Tytler faces trial — proof of victims’ relentless fight against power

FORTY-ONE years after the 1984 Sikh genocide, in which

2,733 Sikhs were brutally killed in Delhi (as per official
figures), justice continues to elude the victims. The cases
against two key masterminds — former Union Minister
Jagdish Tytler and former MP Sajjan Kumar — have
drawn national attention. Bringing these political leaders
to trial was a long, uphill struggle: Sajjan Kumar has been
in jail for seven years, and Jagdish Tytler now faces a
murder trial.On September 28, 2007, a journalist
informed me that the CBI had given Jagdish Tytler a
"clean chit." When she asked how to obtain the report, I
advised her to request it directly from the judge's
chamber. Hours later, she returned with a critical piece of
information: the CBI had filed a charge
sheet against one Suresh Paniwala but
had inserted an exoneration of Tytler
within it. By filing a charge sheet instead
of a closure report, the CBI avoided the §
legal requirement of notifying the
complainant before exonerating an
accused. This was a clear attempt to
surreptitiously clear Tytler without
scrutiny. The report also claimed the
agency could not trace Jasbir Singh, a
key eyewitness.

leading a mob that killed three Sikhs at
Gurdwara Pul Bangash in 1984 — was
registered in 2005 on the Nanavati
Commission's recommendation and
assigned to the CBI. When the case came
up the next day, I appeared for the victims
and argued that the court must treat it as a closure report,
not a charge sheet, and give us time to locate Jasbir Singh.
The court agreed and issued notice to the complainant. In
December 2007, we filed a protest petition, and advocate
Navkiran Singh submitted Jasbir Singh's affidavit
offering to testify. The court rejected the CBI's report and
ordered further investigation.In March 2010, the CBI
again gave Tytler a clean chit. Simultaneously, the
Congress announced his candidature for the Lok Sabha.
The same day, I filed a new protest petition. Tytler's
supporters attacked me in the Karkardooma court
complex. Two days later, journalist Jarnail Singh threw a

three Sikhs at Gurdwara Pul Bangash. The trial is now
underway.In January 2010, the CBI filed two charge
sheets against Sajjan Kumar — one for the murder of five
Sikhs in Delhi Cantt and another for one Sikh in
Sultanpuri. Both were registered in 2005 after the
Nanavati Commission's findings. Co-accused included
ex-MLA Mahinder Yadav and ex-councillor Balwan
Khokhar.

On February 2, 2010, when the cases came up in court, |

appeared for the victims and requested warrants against
the accused, but the public prosecutor sided with Sajjan

Sajjan Kumar through Nirpreet, but his men grew
suspicious and she narrowly escaped. The witnesses later
testified from secure accommodations arranged through a
CBI request to Punjab.The main witness, Jagdish Kaur,
whose husband and two sons were killed, testified first.
Her harrowing account shook everyone in court. The
defence cross-examined her for 17 days, until suddenly the
SC stayed the trial. I argued that such a stay would destroy
the witnesses' morale. The court relented, listing the case
again within two weeks — a rare move. Later, the stay was
vacated, and the trial resumed.

Kumar's lawyer in seeking summons instead. Concerned In April 2013, the trial court acquitted Sajjan Kumar but
about the prosecutor's bias, we approached the Delhi HC

for a special public prosecutor. The then Chief Justice AP
Shah ordered that the CBI and I agree on a name. We
nominated Senior Advocate RS Cheema and DP Singh as
special public prosecutors. Their appointment was a
turning point. When Sajjan applied for anticipatory bail,
Sessions Judge PS Teji rejected it, after which Sajjan
went underground and approached the HC. Several
judges recused from hearing the matter. When one judge
hinted at granting interim protection, I objected,
reminding the court that "when 3,000 Sikhs were killed,
heavens had already fallen." Ultimately, no relief was
granted that day, though another judge later granted bail.

shoe at Home Minister P Chidambaram in protest. Under The case was transferred to Karkardooma Court. Putting

massive public pressure, the Congress withdrew Tytler's
ticket.In April 2013, the court again rejected the second
closure report, ordering fresh investigation. Yet, in
December 2014, the CBI filed a third closure report,
again clearing Tytler. On December 4, 2015, the court not
only rejected this report but also ordered court-monitored
investigation. In 2023, the CBI finally filed a charge sheet
for murder against Tytler for leading the mob that killed

aside my other court work for three years, I focussed on
this trial. Charges were framed in April 2010 and
evidence began soon. Sajjan’s men tried to influence
witnesses, especially Nirpreet Kaur, who had lost her
father in the massacre. Working with Punjab CM Parkash
S Badal and ADGP Suresh Arora, we arranged a house in
Mohali guarded by Punjab Police Commandos, ensuring
witness safety.We even attempted a sting operation on

Negligence darkens the festival of light

convicted Mahinder Yadav, Balwan Khokhar and three
; others. The verdict provoked public
outrage. Nirpreet Kaur launched a fast-
unto-death at Jantar Mantar, demanding an
appeal. Supported alternately by AAP, BJP
and Akali Dal, her protest forced the
government to file an appeal in the Delhi
HC after seven days.

While the appeal was pending, I entered
politics and became Leader of Opposition
in Punjab, which barred me from
practising law. Torn between public office
and my commitment to the 1984 victims, |
resigned in July 2017 to continue pursuing
these cases. My resignation drew judicial
attention to the victims' continued
pain.Soon after, the SC, led by Justice
Dipak Misra, appointed a supervisory
committee to re-examine 199 closed cases.
In January 2018, it formed a new SIT,

headed by Justice SN Dhingra, to reopen investigations.

This revived hope for justice after three decades of

impunity. The renewed momentum produced tangible

results. In September 2018, a Delhi court awarded death
penalty to one accused and life imprisonment to another.

Then, on December 17, 2018, the Delhi HC convicted

Sajjan Kumar and sentenced him to life imprisonment. He

has been in jail since, with repeated bail pleas rejected. His

final appeal is scheduled in the SC on November 12.

In another case, on February 25, 2025, ASJ Kaveri Baweja

sentenced Sajjan Kumar to two life terms for the murder of
a Sikh father and son. A third case against him is in its final
argument stage.The pursuit of justice for the 1984
genocide victims has been a decades-long struggle marked
by political interference, threats and institutional apathy.
Yet, persistent legal battles, courageous witnesses and
judicial oversight have finally begun to deliver
accountability. While many wounds remain unhealed, the
conviction of powerful figures like Sajjan Kumar and the
ongoing trial of Jagdish Tytler stand as milestones in

India's fight for justice.

The carbide-gun crisis forces India to confront a larger question: why must celebration depend on combustion?

Delhi this Diwali. Across the states, at least 300
people— many of them children—suffered burns
and eye injuries from carbide guns, crude
explosive devices sold as festive novelties.
Hospitals in MP confirmed that at least 14 children
lost their eyesight, while other reports suggest up to
30 people may face permanent blindness.

fields, became a fad after social media videos
glamourised their loud blasts and flashes, labelling
them as ‘PVC monkey repeller guns’. Made by
mixing calcium carbide with water, they are far
more dangerous than conventional firecrackers.
Ophthalmologists have called them ‘chemical
bombs’ and the All India Ophthalmological
Society has demanded a national ban.

Scrambling to control the fallout, the authorities now admit

that these weapons were being freely sold online and in
local markets as a festive innovation. Despite multiple
advisories against conventional crackers issued in
previous years, enforcement remained weak. The police
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seized hundreds of such devices and arrested sellers only
after the deaths made headlines—a familiar case of action
after tragedy. Three failures stand out. First, the absence of
any oversight allowed a toxic mix of chemical explosives
to be marketed as trendy fireworks. Second, government
or civic public awareness campaigns around fireworks

Debate and dissent, the Indian way

Critical thinking has been a part of Indian philosophy for centuries. However, Indian texthooks celebrate Socrates, Aristotle, and Descartes, while rarely mentioning

safety failed to detect the new, deadlier trend. Third,
a digital failure: viral social-media videos
glamourising carbide blasts spread unchecked,
driving demand among impressionable
teenagers.The authorities must act decisively now.
Enforcing the ban and prosecuting offenders is only
the first step. Public awareness of the dangers must
spread to all states through campaigns involving
schools, civic bodies, and medical associations.
Online platforms must be directed to discourage
content that promotes such trends. And for the
victims—especially children facing permanent
blindness—the government must ensure lifelong
medical and financial support.The crisis also forces
India to confront a larger question: why must
celebration depend on combustion? Every year,
firecrackers and now chemical contraptions leave
behind burns, pollution, and grief. No ritual or festival
requires sacrificing safety. If Diwali truly honours light, it
must begin with enlightenment—the courage to celebrate
without harm, and the wisdom to keep our children safe
from our own excess.

Gautama, Nagarjuna, or Shankaracharya as logicians. The new education policy aims to reclaim the richness of Indian epistemology

India is often praised for its spirituality, poetry, and
devotion. What is less known, and usually
deliberately forgotten, is that it also built one of the
world’s strongest cultures of reasoning.
Generations of Indian students have been taught
that critical thinking began in ancient Greece,
evolved in Enlightenment Europe, and entered
India through English education. This version of
history is incomplete and biased. India has always
been a civilisation of questioning minds and
debating scholars. Our schools, however, have not
told this story.For decades, Indian textbooks have
associated rationality with Europe and tradition
with India. They celebrate Socrates, Aristotle and
Descartes, but rarely mention Gautama, Kanada,
Nagarjuna, or Shankaracharya as logical thinkers.
As a result, young minds grow up believing that
logic is foreign to our soil. Worse, they begin to
assume that questioning authority is un-Indian.

Indian civilisation did not rely on unquestioning
belief. It argued, debated, and demanded evidence.
The country that produced yoga and ayurveda also
developed powerful logic, epistemology, and
debate systems. Centuries ago, Indian thinkers
asked the same questions modern philosophy asks.
What is truth? How do we know what we know?
Can knowledge be verified? What is the difference
between perception and reality? Far from being
passive acceptors of tradition, Indian scholars built
competing schools of thought that openly
challenged one another. Disagreement was a
respected intellectual practice. A short journey
through India’s intellectual heritage makes this
clear.

The Nyaya school developed a formal system of
logic that teaches how to examine claims, test
evidence, and avoid errors in reasoning. It offered a
five-step method to reach logical conclusions,
more detailed than the three-part syllogism taught
in Western philosophy. Modern students learn
about Aristotle’s logic, but almost none are exposed
to Nyaya, which explains the same
skill with greater clarity and
practicality.Buddhist philosophers
taught rigorous inquiry based on
scepticism. Gautama warned against
accepting any scriptural, social, or
religious claim without testing it
through experience and reflection. The
Buddhist method of argumentation
exposed contradictions by systematic
questioning. That is the essence of
critical thinking.Jain philosophy
argued that truth is many-sided and
cannot be captured fully from one
viewpoint alone. Its method
encourages students to compare
interpretations before forming a
conclusion. In today's world of social
media polarisation, this approach
teaches intellectual humility and
reduces bias.

Vedanta promoted rational reflection as a path to
clarity. It used disciplined questioning to remove
confusion and sharpen understanding. It insisted on
inquiry. Knowledge, it taught, must withstand
reasoning before being accepted.

India even developed a structured tradition of debate

called vada. Scholars engaged in public reasoning
contests with rules for evidence, logic, and fairness.
Debate was used as a method to uncover the truth.
An education system that once honoured debate
now silences it in the name of rote learning. When
Indian students are disconnected from their own
traditions of inquiry, they lose confidence in their

intellectual heritage. They begin to memorise
rather than think. They struggle to analyse
arguments, detect false claims, or evaluate
evidence. They become passive receivers of
information rather than active thinkers.

In a world flooded with misinformation, fake news,
and agenda-driven propaganda, reasoning skills are

no longer academic luxuries. They are survival
tools. India cannot become a global knowledge
leader if its students cannot think independently
and question intelligently..The problem is not that
we teach Western logic. The problem is that we
teach it alone. Indian students are given a single
intellectual lens to view reason, while their
civilisation’s contributions are removed
from sight. This creates a false hierarchy
ofknowledge. It breeds silent inferiority.
This is not an argument against Western
knowledge—the call is for fairness.
Students must be trained to compare
ideas, not absorb them uncritically. The
National Education Policy, 2020
acknowledges that India’s knowledge
traditions must be restored. It states that
students must develop critical thinking
rooted in Indian and global perspectives.
The policy encourages universities and
schools to introduce Indian knowledge
systems. To think freely, students must
stand on intellectual ground they
recognise as their own.Serious about
producing independent thinkers and
reclaiming Indian reasoning traditions
must move from policy pages to
classrooms. Teachers should be trained
in Indian argumentation frameworks to use
reasoning tasks in daily classes. Simple reasoning
modules drawn from Nyaya, Buddhist logic, the
Jain idea of many viewpoints, and Vedanta’s
reflective method should be introduced from
Classes6to 12.




THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Sunday, 02 November 2025

Nifty, Sensex End 4-Week
Winning Streak Amid Profit
Booking

New Delhi.(Agency)

New Delhi: Indian equity benchmarks ended their
four-week winning streak, closing marginally lower
this week amid profit-booking and mixed global
cues. Benchmark indices Nifty and Sensex dipped
0.65 and 0.55 per cent during the week to close at
25,722 and 83,938, respectively.

Market optimism was bolstered during the first three
sessions by positive domestic economic data and
China's approval for few Indian companies to import
rare earth magnets. However, sentiment turned
cautious after the US Federal Reserve cut its
benchmark interest rate by 25 basis points to the 3.75
per cent—4 per cent range."India’s industrial output
rose 4 per cent YoY in September 2025, supported by
strong manufacturing activity. The US Federal
Reserve hinted that the 25-bps cut might be the final
one in 2025, which dampened hopes of further near-
term easing," said Ajit Mishra- SVP, Research,
Religare Broking Ltd.Further, steady corporate
earnings and continued FII inflows through October
helped cushion the downside, he added. Metals,
energy and realty stocks were the major contributors
to the rally, while auto, pharma and IT stocks
experienced profit-taking."While PSU banks surged
on reports of a potential hike in foreign investment
limits, metal counters gleamed on renewed optimism
after China’s pledge to rein in steel overcapacity and
signs of progress in US-China trade talks," added
Vinod Nair, Head of Research, Geojit Investments
Limited.Analysts said that capital market stocks lost
momentum as SEBI’s proposed overhaul of TER
structures weighed on sentiment. Support for the
Nifty is currently located close to the 25,600 zone
and the 25,400 zone, while resistance is seen around
26,100, analysts said.

M&M records 26% growth in
overall auto sales to over
120K units in October

CHENNALI.(Agency)

Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd on Saturday reported a 26
per cent growth in its overall auto sales at 1,20,142
units in October this year.Domestic passenger
vehicle sales grew by 31 per cent to 71,624 units in
October as compared to 54,504 units in the same
month last year, Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd (M&M)
said in a regulatory filing.Commercial vehicle sales
in the domestic market stood at 31,741 units,
registering a growth of 14 per cent, it added.

“In October, we achieved SUV sales of 71,624 units, a
growth of 31 per cent, which is the highest SUV sales
we have clocked ever in a month," M&M CEO,
Automotive Division, Nalinikanth Gollagunta
said.On the farm equipment business front, M&M
said total tractor sales in October were at 73,660
units, as against 65,453 units for the same period last
year, up 13 per cent.Domestic tractor sales were at
72,071 units, as against 64,326 units in October
2024, up 12 per cent, it added.Exports for the month
stood at 1,589 units, logging a growth of 41 per cent
from October last year.

"A good monsoon, combined with the benefit of the
GST rate cut announced in September have
supported the strong performance in September and
October 2025," M&M President, Farm Equipment
Business, Veejay Nakra said.

Going forward, he said factors like timely onset of
Rabi sowing and good progress in Kharif harvesting
augur well for tractor sales.

Amazon cloud growth
hoosts investor confidence
amid Al spending boom

New Delhi.(Agency)

Amazon.com Inc. posted robust cloud growth that
reassured investors that the tens of billions of dollars
the company and its peers are pouring into artificial
intelligence will pay off. In the third quarter, Amazon
Web Services generated $33 billion in revenue, a 20
per cent increase from a year earlier, the company
said in a statement on Thursday. The gain exceeded
the 18 per cent growth that analysts had expected and
marked the biggest year-over-year rise since
OpenATI’s ChatGPT came on the scene in late 2022.

Subscribe to the Bloomberg Daybreak Podcast on
Apple, Spotify and other Podcast Platforms.

The results reinforce the logic that major technology
companies such as Microsoft Corp. and Alphabet
Inc.’s Google have been using to justify record
spending levels on data center construction — that
demand for Al is outstripping the supply of global
computing capacity. Amazon’s results came a day
after investors punished Meta Platforms Inc. for
projecting even greater spending in 2026. Unlike
Microsoft and Google, Meta isn’t a major cloud-
computing provider to outside customers. That
means its spending spree could be riskier.Amazon’s
shares jumped 12 per cent to $249.42 as the markets
opened in New York on Friday, the biggest intraday
jump since April. The stock’s performance had
lagged behind that of its industry peers this year, with
investors worrying that the company has yet to
demonstrate enough benefit from its artificial
intelligence products. In its most recent quarter,
Microsoft’s Azure cloud business grew at almost
twice the rate of AWS, while Google Cloud posted
33.5 per cent growth.Clearly AWS continues to drive
the bus here, with acceleration in growth and better-
than-expected operating margin,” analysts with
William Blair said in a research note after earnings.

The 'missing’ Indian-origin CEO behind Rs
4,200 crore BlackRock loan fraud

Bankim Brahmbhatt, the
Indian-origin CEQ of a US-
hased telecom company, is
facing a lawsuit in the US filed
by HPS, the private credit
investment arm of BlackRock.

New Delhi.(Agency)

It was just two years ago that Bankim
Brahmbhatt, the Indian-origin CEO of a
US-based telecom company, shot into the
limelight after featuring in Capacity's
Power 100 List, which recognises the top
100 leaders in the telecoms industry. The
Gujarat-born Brahmbhatt now finds
himself embroiled in a massive financial
scandal worth a whopping $500 million
(Rs 4,200 crore) involving American
multinational investment company

BlackRock.Brahmbhatt, who seems to
have pulled off a Houdini, is now facing a
lawsuit in the US filed by HPS, the private
credit investment arm of BlackRock.
Brahmbhatt is the owner of the little-
known companies Broadband Telecom
and Bridgevoice. These belong to the
Bankai Group, which previously
identified him on X as its president and
CEO.

THE MAKING OF A $500 MILLION
FRAUD

Terming it a "breathtaking" fraud, the
lenders, including HPS, alleged that
Brahmbhatt fabricated invoices and
accounts receivable that were pledged as
collateral to secure massive loans,
according to a report in The Wall Street
Journal.According to the report,
Brahmbhatt set up a web of financing
vehicles — Carriox Capital and BB
Capital SPV — to raise millions of dollars
from private-credit investors.

HPS, a private-credit giant recently
acquired by BlackRock, started lending to

Brahmbhatt's firms in 2020. It gradually
raised its exposure to $385 million in
2021, and later to around $430 million in
2024. BNP Paribas, a European banking
and financial services giant, helped
issued by
HPS.However, HPS had no inkling of the
alleged massive fraud that was happening
until July 2025. During a routine check,
an HPS employee stumbled upon
irregularities in customer email addresses
provided by Brahmbhatt-owned

finance the loans

CBI links Anil Ambani, Rana Kapoor in Rs
2,796-crore Yes Bank loss case

The (Bl has accused industrialist Anil Ambani of approving favours to Yes Bank founder Rana Kapoor's family, causing huge financial

losses to the bank. This development highlights alleged corruption and risky investments linked to Ambani's companies.

New Delhi. (Agency)

In a major development in the Yes Bank
corruption case, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has accused
industrialist Anil Ambani of approving
favours extended to the family of the
bank’s founder Rana Kapoor, allegedly
in violation of established credit policy.
The agency, in its detailed chargesheet
filed before a special CBI court in
Mumbai, claims that Yes Bank suffered
losses 0f Rs 2,796.77 crore due to risky
investments in Non-Convertible
Debentures (NCDs) and Commercial
Papers (CPs) of Ambani’s companies.

According to investigators, Kapoor was
aware that these investments carried no
viable secondary market and would
damage the bank’s long-term interests,
but went ahead with them after
Ambani’s approval.

TWIN FIRs AND A Rs 5,000-CRORE
INVESTMENT GONE BAD

Two FIRs were registered following
complaints from the Chief Vigilance
Officer (CVO) of Yes Bank in
November 2020. They accused
Kapoor, Ambani, and several senior

LOANS TO KAPOOR’S

executives of criminal conspiracy,
cheating, and corruption.Between
2017 and 2019, Yes Bank invested Rs
2,965 crore in Reliance Home Finance

Ltd (RHFL) and Rs 2,045 crore in
Reliance Commercial Finance Ltd
(RCFL), both part of the Anil
Dhirubhai Ambani Group (ADAG). By
late 2019, both turned into non-
performing investments, leaving the
bank with unpaid dues of over Rs 3,300
crore.

FAMILY
FIRMS

The CBI alleges a quid pro quo

arrangement between the two sides.
Around the same period, RHFL and
RCFL disbursed multiple loans to

companies owned by Kapoor’s wife
Bindu Kapoor and their daughters.

Rs 60 crore each was sanctioned to RAB
Enterprises (India) Pvt Ltd and Bliss
House Pvt Ltd, both owned by Bindu
Kapoor.Rs 225 crore each wentto RAB
Enterprises and Imagine Estate Pvt
Ltd, also controlled by her.

The loans, given at 9.25% annual
interest, were allegedly cleared
without field verification or due
diligence.

PRIVATE MEETINGS, MUTUAL
BENEFITS

The chargesheet paints a picture of close
coordination between Kapoor and
Ambani. CBI claims that Kapoor
frequently held private business
meetings with Ambani, often without
any Yes Bank officials present. After
these meetings, Kapoor would
allegedly instruct his officers to
approve proposals for ADAG
companies as “agreed upon.”

In turn, Ambani allegedly directed his
own key executives to relax loan
conditions for companies owned by the
Kapoor family.

Studds Accessories IPO: Subscribed 5 times

on Day 2; GMP steady

Kolkata . (Agency)

A formidable player in the two-wheeler
helmet market in India and abroad,
Studds Accessories IPO has received
applications amounting to 5.08 times
overall on the second day of the
bidding process. It has garnered
subscription of 6.03 times in the retail
category, 0.04 times in QIB (ex anchor)
category and 9.62 times in the NII
category by the end of October 31. The
bidding window will close on
November 3.Studds Accessories IPO is
a book built issue of Rs 455.49 crore,
which will be mobilised through an
offer for sale of 0.78 crore shares. The
point to note is that the proceeds of sale
of any OFS share go to the seller and
not to the company. The helmet maker
mopped up about Rs 137 crore from
anchor investors, a few of which were

N K

HDFC Mutual Fund (MF), Nippon
India MF, ICICI Prudential MF,
Edelweiss MF, ITI MF, Kedaraa
Capital Public Markets Fund I,
Carnelian India Amritkaal Fund,
Pinebridge India Equity Fund, and
Edelweiss Life Insurance
Company.Kolkata: A formidable

| Should you bid

player in the two-wheeler helmet
market in India and abroad, Studds
Accessories IPO has received
applications amounting to 5.08
times overall on the second day of
the bidding process. It has garnered
subscription of 6.03 times in the
retail category, 0.04 times in QIB
(ex anchor) category and 9.62
times in the NII category by the end
of October 31. The bidding
window will close on November
3.Studds Accessories IPO is a book
built issue of Rs 455.49 crore, which
will be mobilised through an offer for
sale of 0.78 crore shares. The point to
note is that the proceeds of sale of any
OFS share go to the seller and not to the
company. The helmet maker mopped
up about Rs 137 crore from anchor
investors.

companies to verify invoices.

HPS found that the email addresses were
from fake domains mimicking real
telecom companies. On being
questioned, Brahmbhatt assured HPS
that there was nothing to worry about. He
later went incommunicado. A month
later, on August 12, Brahmbhatt filed for
bankruptcy - the same month HPS sued
him.In its lawsuit, HPS also alleged that
assets meant as loan collateral were
transferred to offshore accounts in India
and Mauritius by Brahmbhatt.

WHO IS BANKIM BRAHMBHATT?

Very little is known about Brahmbhatt. His
LinkedIn profile also appears to have
been deleted.Bankai Group, which
claimed Brahmbhatt to be its CEO, claims
to have around three decades of
experience in the telecommunications
industry. It sells services and
infrastructure to other telecom
companies.Brahmbhatt featured in
Capacity's Power 100 List of 2023 for his
work in the industry.

Man Got Income Tax Notice After
Depositing Rs 8 Lakh — Here’s
How He Fought Back And Won

New Delhi. (Agency)

If you’re planning to deposit a large amount of cash
into your bank account, you might want to think
twice before doing so without proper
documentation. In one recent case, a hefty cash
deposit caught the attention of the Income Tax
Department. This led the assessing officer to
classify it as presumptive business income. Here’s
what happened and why such deposits can raise
red flags with tax authorities.It all started when a
Delhi resident, Kumar, deposited Rs 8.68 lakh in
his bank account — a move that soon drew the
attention of the Income Tax Department. Shortly
after, he received a notice, as the department
classified the amount as business income and
initiated proceedings under Section 44AD of the
Income Tax Act — a provision meant for
presumptive taxation of small businesses. What
seemed like a routine deposit soon escalated into a
lengthy legal dispute.After losing his first appeal
before the Commissioner of Income Tax
(Appeals), Kumar decided to take his fight to the
Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) in Delhi.
His persistence paid off on September 22, 2025,
the tribunal ruled in his favour, as reported by
News18.

The ITAT observed that the original enquiry under

Section 143(2) of the Income Tax Act was meant
only to verify the source of the cash deposits.
However, the assessing officer exceeded his
authority by treating the entire amount as
undisclosed business income without seeking
prior approval from the Commissioner of Income
Tax (CIT).

Tribunal Cites Legal Precedent

Drawing on a ruling by the Calcutta High Court, the
ITAT concluded that expanding the scope of
enquiry beyond its original purpose was not
legally justified. The tribunal noted that both the
assessing officer and the appellate authority had
gone beyond their jurisdiction by treating the
bank deposits as taxable income. Declaring the
entire investigation invalid, the ITAT set aside all
related assessments and tax demands — freeing
Kumar from any tax or penalty on the disputed
amount.

Weekly review: Gold prices ease during the

In the Indian market, gold
mirrored the global trend
and traded lower through
the week.

New Delhi.(Agency)
CHENNALI: Gold prices declined through
the week ended October 31, tracking
weakness in international markets as the
US dollar strengthened and investors
booked profits after recent record highs.
In the global market, spot gold slipped
below the psychological level of $4,000
per ounce during the week, marking its
first significant correction in several
weeks. Prices fell to around
$3,960-$4,010 per ounce between
October 27 and 31, pressured by a
stronger dollar and rising expectations
that the US Federal Reserve may delay
interest rate cuts. Analysts described the
pullback as a “healthy correction”
following the sharp rally earlier in

week amid firm dollar and profit booking

per 10 grams, before easing to about Rs
1,22,000 by the end of the week. Prices
fell by roughly Rs 1,500-Rs 2,000 per 10
grams across major cities including Delhi,
Mumbai, and Chennai. Silver also moved
in tandem, shedding more than half a
percent over the week.

Traders attributed the decline to a
combination of international cues and a
stronger rupee, which reduced import
costs. Retail demand remained steady
ahead of the wedding season, though
investors adopted a cautious stance amid
volatility in global prices.Analysts believe
the current correction may offer short-
term buying opportunities for consumers,
particularly if gold stabilizes above Rs
?1,20,000 per 10 grams. However, they
expect near-term movements to remain
range-bound, influenced by US economic
data, currency fluctuations, and global

October, when gold had briefly touched
an all-time high above $4,380 per ounce.
The US Commerce Department data and
firm Treasury yields also weighed on
sentiment, as investors shifted focus from
safe-haven assets to higher-yielding
investments. However, analysts said the

long-term outlook for gold remains
positive, supported by sustained central
bank buying and lingering geopolitical
uncertainties.In the Indian market, gold
mirrored the global trend and traded lower
through the week. On October 27, 24-
carat gold was quoted around Rs 1,24,000

risk sentiment.

Overall, gold ended the week on a softer

note but retained a broadly positive
medium-term outlook, with investors
watching for fresh triggers from global
monetary policy signals and geopolitical
developments.
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41 years on, justice still eludes 1984 anti-ikh riot victims:
Only 13 murder convictions, 253 cases ended in acquittals

Agency New Delhi.
More than 2,700 members of the Sikh

community were murdered in four days
of violence in the capital in the
aftermath of the assassination of then
Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi by her Sikh
bodyguards on October 31,
1984. Forty-one years on,
the wait for justice
continues for most victims
of the carnage.

Just 28 cases have ended in _ 7" _- :

convictions to date.
Thirteen of these
convictions are i murder
cases — this number is less
than the number of
committees and
commissions that were set
up over the years to investigate cases
relating to the anti-Sikh riots.

The Justice G T Nanavati Commission set
up by Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s NDA
government in 2000, one of the 14

panels that investigated the violence,
found that 587 FIRs were registered in
Delhi, 241 of' which could not be traced.
Another 253 cases had ended in

acquittals. Story continues below thisad

Of the remaining FIRs, 40 were pending

trial, and one was pending investigation
at the time. Eleven FIRs had been
quashed; in another 11, the accused had

been discharged. Three cases had been
withdrawn.On February 12,2015, in the

first term of the Narendra Modi
government, the Union Home Ministry
constituted a special investigation tearm
(SIT) to “re-investigate appropriately”
the “serious” criminal cases that had
been filed in Delhi but had
been closed subsequently.

_ Atotal 293 cases that had been
closed and for which
untraced reports had been
filed, were scrutinised. After
going through case records
for months, the SIT closed
199 of these cases, primarily
because of “incomplete,
illegible” records or the
absence of witnesses.In 60 of
the remaining cases, the SIT
launched a preliminary
enquiry, but in the absence of
evidence or witnesses, 52 of them ended
in closures. Police filed chargesheets in
five of the remaining eight cases. One of
these ended in an acquittal, another is
pending in Delhi’s Karkardooma Court.

Two men detained for chasing woman

journalist on Delhi flyover

New Delhi. (Agency)

Two men were detained on Friday for allegedly
chasing a 33-year-old woman journalist while she
was returning home from her office. On Friday at
1:27 am, a PCR call was received at Lajpat Nagar
police station reporting that two persons on a
scooter were allegedly following a woman on the
Lajpat Nagar flyover and had damaged her vehicle.
Police reached the location within minutes to
ensure her safety, a senior police officer said.

The woman, a producer with a private news channel,
was returning home after work from Noida. At
around 12.45 am on Mahamaya Flyover, two men
intercepted her and asked her to stop, but she
overtook the scoaoter, following which its riders
began to follow her, the officer said. She did not
stop and drove towards a safer location, police
said. A case was registered, and both accused,
identified as Shubham and Deepak, were detained.
They have been previously involved in many
criminal cases.

(M Rekha Gupta hits back at Delhi government to grant recogﬂitiﬂﬂ to private
schools i non- conformmg areas under RTE Act

AAP over pollution row, says
AQI data cannot be tampered
with

Agency New Delhi.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on Friday lambasted AAP
and said that pollution data cannot be tampered with
and advising the “unemployed” opposition to stick to
singing songs.

Her response came after AAP leaders criticised the
Rekha Gupta government on failed cloud seeding
through a parody song of ‘Barsaat bhi aakar chali gayi,
baadal bhi garaj kar baras gaye’. They went on to sing,
‘Rekha ka jhut sun-sunkar, sacchi baarish ko taras
gaye' (Hearing Rekha’s lies again and again, we're
yearning for

r e a1 RIMICIIGISIECHKIC

rain). AAP
NITOhe

had also
raised
accusations
that the BJP
government
in Delhi shut
d o w n
pollution monitoring stations and manipulated Air
Quality Index data on Diwali night to conceal the
situation.“There is something wrong with the Aam
Aadmi Party’s (AAP) thinking. The problem with the
AAP is that if AQI goes down, they will say the data is
fudged. If the AQT increases, how ig it increasing? It is
not our job to angwer their nuisance. We are working
honestly to address the pollution problem in Delhi,”
she said.

Asserting that AQI data can neither be tampered with
nor manipulated, she said, “Anyone can get the AQILof
a particular location.” AAP is unemployed. They were
singing a song that day, so they should stop bothering
people and continue that.

From Vivaldi to Frank Sinatra:
Sympheny Orchestra of India to
bring a rare Western classical

musical treat to Delhi

Agency New Delhi.
When the Symphony Orchestra of India (SOI), the

country’s only professional orchestra housed at
Mumbai’s National Centre for the Performing Arts
(NCPA), takes cenfre stage at Delhi’s Travancore
Palace this Sunday as part of ‘NCPA{@The Park’, it
will mark the continuation of a cultural initiative born
during the pandemic. When concert halls stood empty
and live music fell silent, the NCPA decided to take
music out of auditoriums and into the city’s parks.

Three years ago, the multi-venue cultural organisation
— founded in 1969 by JRD Tata and Dr Jamshed
Bhabha — launched ‘NCPA@The Park’ in
collaboration with the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), staging free concerts at
Cooperage Fort, Narali Baug in Shivaji Park, and
Powai’s Hiranandani Gardens, as well as one in a
Bengaluru park. “These were a way for us to bring in
new audiences for Western classical music. We were
quite successtul. This year, we’ve decided to bring the
concept to the Capital,” says Bianca Mendonca,
General Manager, SOI and Western Classical Music,
NCPA.

Delli will be treated to a range of Western classical
compositions, including works by Baroque-era legend
Antonio Vivaldi and Austrian composer Haydn, who
mfluenced Mozart and Beethoven. Russian composer
and creator of some of the greatest ballets,
Tchaikovsky’s well-known Christmas classic — the
famed waltz from The Nutcracker — will also be
performed, alongside short pieces from the ceuvres of
Schumann, Brahms and Strauss. The concert will
culminate in an ode to American icon Frank Sinatra —
one of the 20th century’s most influential musicians.
This will be followed by a performance from Delhi’s
jazz-funk ensemble, The Revisit Project, which will
improvise on Hindi film melodies by RD Burman, AR
Rahman and Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy.Mendonca says the
aim is to spark interest in Western classical music
among Delhi audiences. She believes that
programming lighter pieces by avoiding full
symphonies and instead opting for shorter four- to five-
minute works helps.

Agency New Delhi.
The Delhi government has decided to

grant recognition of private unaided
schools in non-conforming areas. The
initiative will ensure full compliance
with Article 21A of the Constitution
and the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2009
(RTE Act). Delhi education minister
Ashish Sood said that this was a long-
pending reform that restores the
constitutional right to education for
thousands of children across the city.

According to this decision, all private
unaided schools that have been
functioning in non-conforming areas
for a long time but have not vet
obtained recognition from the
directorate of education, either due to
procedural reasons or due to the
discriminatory approach of previous
governments, can now apply for
recognition from the DoE.

The DoE’s online portal for submission

of applications will open on November
1, 2025. All schools willing to seek
recognition may apply till November
30, 2025. After the completion of the
application process, the applications
will be scrutinised, and a list of such
schools that meet all the prescribed
criteria for recognition will be issued.
The education minister said that for over
a decade this issue remained buried in

files while children were denied their
constitutional right to education.
Previous governments played
favouritism, recognising a few while
neglecting many. This is not just
administrative reform; it is justice for
our children, fairness for our
institutions and a genuine step
towards democratising education in
Delhi.“By turning a decade-old
challenge into a people-first reform,
the Delhi government has set a new
standard in equitable education
governance, a milestone that will be
remembered as a defining chapter in
the city’s education journey,” Sood
said. He further said that the last
recognition drive was conducted in
2013, benefiting only a few schools
through selective approvals. For more
than ten years, many schools in non-
conforming areas operated without
recognition due to bureaucratic apathy
and policy paralysis of past regimes.

Jamia Millia Islamia students protest “saffron
narrative’ in events at Foundation Day

Agency New Delhi.

The 105th Foundation Day celebrations
of Jamia Millia Islamia have sparked
controversy after several students’
organisations issued a joint statement

opposing events, which they
say “contradict the university's
secular and inclusive
values”.The six-day
celebration, which began on
October 29 and runs through
November 3, features a music
and dance performance titled ]
‘Akhand Bharat’, scheduled -
for November 1 at the Safdar
Hashmi Amphitheatre, along
with a singing performance by
the Delhi Police on November
2

In their statement, the student groups,
including AISA, AIRSO, AISFE,
DISSC, CRID, Fraternity Movement,
MSE, SFland the Common Students of

Jamia Millia Islamia, said the
programme “foresees a series of events
that seem less about celebrating
Jamia’s century-long commitment to
mclusive nation-building and more

about signalling a shift towards a
saffronised narrative of nation and
campus”. The statement further said,
“A singing performance by the Delhi
Police, a music and dance programme

on the theme of * Akhand Bharat’, and a
Kavi Sammelan featuring invited
state-sponsored Sangh-Parivar
functionaries are centrally featured.”
The student groups also condemmed
what they called the “silent
imposition” of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
saying it “has structurally attacked
the higher education access of
Muslim and oppressed
communities” and accused the
university administration of
“sacrificing minority rights at the
altar of political obedience”.
“Jamia Millia Islamia has the dual
task of simultaneously critiquing
and serving the nation. Any
attempt to convert this university
purely into a service-unit or a
mouthpiece for Hindutva ideology is a
betrayal of its founding mission,” the
statement read.

(loud seeding can’t be a reliable
fix for Delhi’s winter pollution: 11T-
Delhi study

New Delhi. (Apency)

Cloud seeding cannot be a “primary ot reliable
strategy” 10 manage winter air pollution in
Delhi as the capital is climatologically
unsuitable for it, a study carried out at the
Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT
Delhi)has concluded.

Cloud seeding, the study says, “should be
viewed, at best, as a potential high-cost,
emergency shott-term measure, contingent on
stringent forecasting criteria”. It underscores
that “sustained emission reduction remains the
most viable and necessary long-term solution”
to the problem of air pollution.

The report, prepared this month at the Centre for
Atmospheric Sciences (CAS) IIT Delhi, is the
outcome of a “comprehensive analysis
integrating climatological data (2011-2021),
aerosol-cloud interaction assessments, and
pollutant washout/recovery”The Delhi
government conducted two back-to-back cloud
seeding trials on October 28, in which a team
from [IT-Kanpur flew a small aircraft over
parts of Delhi and released silveriodide and salt
particles inflares.

The idea was to induce artificial rain, and thus
reduce air pollution above the capital. Rain is
believed to reduce air pollution because it acts
as a natural cleansing mechanism, washing
soluble gases out of the atmosphere and
depositing particulate matter on the ground.

Delhi govt to recognise schools
in non conforming areas, adds
20,000 new seats for
underprivileged students

Agency New Delhi.

The Delhi government has decided to grant
recognition to private unaided schools
operating in non-conforming areas, clearing
the way for the generation of around 20,000
new seats for students from Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS), Disadvantaged
Groups (DG), and Children with Special Needs
(CWSN), officials said.The development will
bring nearly 300 schools under the purview of
Directorate of Education (DoE), officials
added. The DoE’s online portal will open for
applications from November 1 to 30, 2025,
after which eligible schools meeting
prescribed norms will be granted recognition.

Education Minister Ashish Sood said the
decision resolves a decade-old issue that had
left many schools functioning without formal
recognition.

“For over a decade this issue remained buried in
files while children were denied their
constitutional right to education. Previous
governments played favouritismi, recognising
a few while neglecting many... This is not just
administrative reform, it is justice for our
children, fairness for our institutions, and a
genuine step towards democratising education
inDelhi,” said Sood.

According to officials, the move marks the first
such recognition drive since 2013. The
decision, officials noted, ensures compliance
with Article 21-A of the Constitution and the
Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act, 2009 (RTE Act).

Sood said the policy “sets a new standard in
equitable education governance — a milestone
that will be remembered as a defining chapter
inthe city’s education journey.”

The government said recognition will bring
these schools under DoE’s purview, ensuring
compliance with norms on infrastructure,
safety, teacher qualifications, and fee
transparency. It also enables them to upgrade to
higher levels, ensuring continuity for students,
said officials.

Delhi’s fifth season of pollution turns
into battle for the right to breathe

Studies reveal how vehicular emissions, industrial discharge, construction dust, and crop residue

Agency New Delhi.
The Constitution of India guarantees

every citizen the right to life under
Article 21, a phrase our courts have
rightly expanded to mean not mere
existence, but a life lived with dignity,
health, and ecological balance. Clean
air, therefore, is not a privilege, but a
constitutional enfitlement.

Yet, each winter, Delhi seems to enter
what may be called a fifth season, the
season of pollution, where the very air
that sustaing life becomes ifs greatest
adversary. Ancient India regarded air as
sacred: the Manusmriti declares,
“Pawan shudhi sarvabhutanaam™ (air is
the purifier of all beings). Today, the
purifier itself cries out for purification.
This inversion of nature's order is not
merely an environmental failure; it is a
civilisational breach, demanding that

burning combine each winter to choke the capital.

environmental law be asserted as the
modern embodiment of the moral and

natural order that sustaing creation.
India’s classical poets saw rhythm in
the succession of seasons, gix in
harmony, each completing the other.
Kalidasa, in the Ritusamhara, sang of
this balance:
winter and spring, the groves shine
forth with blossoms.” But Delhitoday
knows a new rhythm, the Pollution
Season, which descends between
autumn and winter, not with blossoms
but with smog. The Vedic declaration
“The seasons unfolded with the very
act of creation”™ once symbolised
harmony between man and nature;

today it stands shattered by human

excess.
The city’s carrying capacity, its ability
absorb pollutants,

“At the meeting of §

has long been

emissions,

construction dust, and crop residue
burning combine each winter to choke
the capital. Nestled within the Indo-
to  Gangetic plain, hemmed in by the

Himalayas and the Aravallis, Delhi

breached. Studies reveal how vehicular  becomes a bowl of stagnating air, a trap
industrial discharge,

for its own breath.

This is not an atmospheric
inconvenience, but a constitutional
crigis. The High Court of Delhi once
likened the capital to a “gas chamber”,
capturing the degperation of a city
where governance has failed to deliver
on its most bagic duty to protect life of
ite citizens. According to the IQAir
2024 World Air Quality Report,
Delhi’s particulate matter levels are
nearly 25 times higher than WHO
limits, a grim measure of collective
negligence. Citizens now prepare for
this “fifth season” not with celebration,
but with survival kits, air purifiers,

N95 masks, sealed windows, and

antioxidant diets, all in an attempt to

endure what should have been a simple,
natural transition of weather.
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Trump Unveils Another
Makeover To White House:
Renovated Lincoln Bathroom

United States . (Agency)

Knocking down the East Wing of the White House
apparently wasn't enough for Donald Trump.

The US president unveiled yet another makeover to the
storied residence on Friday, showing off a marble-
and-gold renovation of the Lincoln Bathroom.

The old version dating back some 80 years had pale
green tiles and strip lights, according to a picture
posted by Trump on his Truth Social network.

But now, it has gold taps and mirrors, along with lavish
white and gray marble walls, Trump revealed in more
than two dozen photos in a string of posts.

"I renovated the Lincoln Bathroom in the White House.
It was renovated in the 1940s in an art deco green tile
style, which was totally inappropriate for the Lincoln
Era," Trump wrote on Truth Social."I did it in black
and white polished Statuary marble. This was very
appropriate for the time of Abraham Lincoln and, in
fact, could be the marble that was originally there!"

It comes just days after Trump sparked controversy by
demolishing the entire East Wing of the White House
in October to build a giant new $300 million
ballroom.But the bathroom renovation is the first
major work done on the executive mansion of the
White House itself. The Lincoln Bathroom is near the
Lincoln Bedroom, an ornate room on the second floor

China's Xi to meet South Korean
leader, capping APEC summit

and disrupted global supply chains. Trump
chse to return to the United States
following those talks, leaving the Chinese
leader to take centre stage at a summit in
which he has framed Beijing as the
defender of the multilateral order against
"hegemonism".Speaking at the summit's
closing ceremony on Saturday, Xi said next
year's APEC meeting would take place in
the southern Chinese city of Shenzhen.Xi
met on Friday with Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney on the sidelines of
the meet -- the first formal talks between
the two countries' leaders since 2017.He
told the Liberal leader he was determined
to work together to get relations back on the
"right track" and invited Carney to visit
China.Xi also sat down with Japan's
premier Sanae Takaichi for the first time
since she was appointed last month.She
said she told Xi that she wanted a "strategic
and mutually beneficial relationship
between Japan and China".

But she told reporters that she also raised a
number of thorny issues with the Chinese

to engage in direct, candid dialogue".

The Chinese leader now turns his attention to
the South Korean President in what will be
their first sit-down meeting since Lee's
election in June.Lee to 'reassure' Beijing

China's claims over the origins of the
Korean staple dish Kimchi -- have also
soured public opinion against Beijing.
"Public opinion matters in foreign policy,"
Gi-Wook Shin, a Korea expert and
sociology professor at Stanford
University, told AFP."Public
perception of China in South Korea is
highly negative. 1 suppose the
Chinese view of South Korea is not
favourable either," he said.South
Korea -- which this week also agreed
a multibillion dollar economic deal
with the United States -- remains
heavily dependent on trade with its
vast Asian neighbour.Lee will likely
try to "reassure Beijing that South
Korea's alignment with the United States
does not preclude pragmatic economic
engagement with China," Seong-Hyon Lee,
a scholar at the Harvard University Asia
Center.
The South Korean leader is keen to "seek a
measure of economic stability and a more
predictable floor in bilateral relations," he

On the final day of his first trip to
South Korea in over a decade, Xi will
meet with Lee on the sidelines of the
Asia-Pacific Cooperation
Organisation summit, held this year
in the city of Gyeongju.

.
GYEONGJU . (Agency)

Chinese President Xi Jinping will sit down
with South Korean counterpart Lee Jae
Myung on Saturday, capping an Asian
summit at which Beijing and Washington
agreed to a truce in their trade war.On the
final day of his first trip to South Korea in
over a decade, Xi will meet with Lee on the
sidelines of the APEC (Asia-Pacific
Cooperation Organisation) summit, held
this year in the city of Gyeongju.On
Thursday, Xi met with Trump in the nearby
city of Busan, with the two agreeing to dial

Seoul has long trodden a fine line between
top trading partner China and defence
guarantor the United States.Relations with
China soured in 2016 after Seoul agreed to
deploy the US-made THAAD missile
defense system.Beijing hit back with
sweeping economic retaliation, restricting
South Korean businesses and banning

of the mansion where the US president lives.The
Lincoln Bedroom used to be the late president's office
and cabinet room, and was renamed in 1945 when
President Harry Truman ordered furnishings from the
Lincoln era to be placed there, according to the White
House Historical Association.

K-Beauty, K-Pop, Fried
Chicken: What Happens
When APEC Meets Korean
Culture

South Korea.(Agency)

World leaders and business titans gathered in South
Korea this week to hash out issues from tariffs and Al
to disputed history and regional security.

But beyond the staid statecraft, the summit and sideline
events featured plenty of nods to the host country's
vibrant pop culture and history.

Trump's Golden Crown

US President Donald Trump may be facing "No Kings"
protests back home, but in South Korea, officials had
the perfect gift for the gold-loving magnate -- a
replica of an ancient royal crown.At a lavish
ceremony in the historic capital of Gyeongju, Trump
was presented with a replica of the "largest and most
extravagant" gold crown from the Silla dynasty,
which ruled from 57 BC to 935 AD.Catering to the
US leader's fondness for the precious metal,
President Lee Jae Myung wore a gold tie and Trump
was also served a gold-themed dessert.

Meanwhile, across the United States, protesters have
decried Trump's "king-like" presidency. After news
of the gift broke, memes mocking a crowned Trump
flooded social media.

K-Beauty Haul

Karoline Leavitt, the often-combative White House
press secretary, drew social media attention after
posting her K-beauty haul on Instagram while
accompanying Trump in Gyeongju."South Korea
skincare finds," the 28-year-old captioned an
Instagram story -- complete with a heart-eyes emoji -
- showcasing a cleansing oil, face masks, "zero pore"
pads, moisturiser and other K-beauty staples.

South Korea, well known for its beauty products and
advanced skincare and dermatological treatments,
has been working to strengthen its foothold in the
global market.

White House Restricts

Reporters' Access To Part Of
Press Office

Washington .(Agency) :

US President Donald Trump's administration on
Friday barred reporters from accessing part of the
White House press office without an appointment,
citing the need to protect "sensitive material."

Journalists are now barred if they do not have prior
approval to access the area known as Upper Press --
which is where Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt's
office is located and is near the Oval Office.

Reporters have until now been able to freely visit the
area, often wandering up to try to speak to Leavitt or
senior press officers to seek information or confirm
stories.Media are still allowed to access the area
known as "Lower Press," next to the famed White
House briefing room, where more junior press
officers have their desks, the memo said.The policy
comes amid wider restrictions on journalists by the
Trump administration, including new rules at the
Pentagon that major outlets including AFP refused to
sign earlier this month. The change at the White
House was announced by the National Security
Council in a memorandum titled "protecting
sensitive material from unauthorized disclosure in
Upper Press.""This memorandum directs the
prohibition of press passholders from accessing...
"Upper Press," which is situated adjacent to the Oval
Office, without an appointment," said the memo,
addressed to Leavitt and White house
Communications Director Steven Cheung.This
policy will ensure adherence to best practices
pertaining to access to sensitive material."

It said the change was necessary because White House
press officers were now routinely dealing with
sensitive materials following "recent structural
changes to the National Security Council."Trump
has gutted the once powerful NSC, putting it under
the control of Secretary of State Marco Rubio, after
former National Security Advisor Mike Waltz was
reassigned in May following a scandal over the use of
the Signal app to plan strikes on Yemen.Trump's
administration has made a major shake-up to access
rules for journalists since his return to power in
January.

down a trade dispute that roiled markets

leader, saying that it was "important for us

Indian-origin man at the centre of USD
500 million loan fraud in US

World. (Agency)
BlackRock's private credit arm,
alongside other lenders including BNP
Paribas's HPS Investment Partners, is
fighting to recoup over USD 500
million in an alleged fraud involving
telecom-services companies owned
by an Indian-origin man Bankim
Brahmbhatt, according to a report
from The Wall Street Journal. The
lenders filed a lawsuit in August,
alleging Brahmbhatt's companies,
including Broadband Telecom and
Bridgevoice, used fake accounts
receivable as collateral for loans.The
Journal's reporting highlights that the
firms now owe the lenders more than
USD 500 million. The dispute centres
on a kind of debt deal known as asset-
based finance, where the borrower
puts up collateral in the form of
revenue generated by specified
businesses, equipment, or customer
receivables. This type of debt, once

seen as having grown significantly,
now rests with a small group of
private-credit investors, which
includes BlackRock’s mammoth
global credit arm, GIP HPS.According
to the WSJ, the lenders allege that they
discovered discrepancies when
performing an internal check that led
to their suspicion of fraud. The lawsuit
claims Brahmbhatt created an
elaborate scheme of fake email
domains and customer lists dating
back to 2018. Brahmbhatt's
companies allegedly sold off-chain
finance assets in India and Mauritius,
according to the lawsuit.Brahmbhatt’s
telecom companies had filed for
bankruptcy in August, shortly after the
lenders' lawsuit. The WSJ notes that
earlier this year, an employee received
strange, un-solicited emails, which are
now believed to have been an attempt
to fabricate records. While
Brahmbhatt has, through his attorney,

denied the fraud allegations, the
lenders are determined to recover the
massive sum. The paper states that
"The investment represents a fraction
of HPS’s USD 179 billion in assets
under management," yet underscores
the growing scrutiny on private-credit
deals.Meanwhile, a Bloomberg report
quoted BNP as saying that its trading
unit took a USD 190 million (USD 220
million) hit in the third quarter to
account for “a specific credit
situation.” Executives at the firm
declined to name the clients in
question, but they also insisted the hit
was a one-off and not emblematic of a
worsening credit environment.

“We had one specific file in global

markets, but we don’t give any colour
or names,” BNP Paribas Chief
Financial Officer Lars Machenil said
in an interview on Bloomberg
Television. “But it is not a usual
suspect, itis in the sphere of payment.”

Indians Key To Tech Leadership: Lawmakers
Urge Trump To Ease H-1B Visa Curbs

GYEONGJU.(Agency)
US lawmakers have urged President
Donald Trump to reconsider his
proclamation on H1-B visas, including
the USD 100,000 fee, asserting that
Indian nationals are central to
American leadership in IT and AL, and
the restrictions will negatively impact
US-India ties.US Representative
Jimmy Panetta along with Members of
Congress Ami Bera, Salud Carbajal
and Julie Johnson wrote to Trump on
Thursday. The lawmakers expressed
concern over Trump's 'Restriction on
Entry of Certain Nonimmigrant
Workers' proclamation on the H1-B
visa programme that imposes a USD
100,000 fee on new petitions amid
other restrictions.They urged him to
reconsider his September 19
proclamation in light of the decision's
potentially negative impacts on the
US-India relationship."As members of
a recent delegation to India, we
recognise the importance of the H-1B
programme not just to the United
States economy, national security, and
competitive advantage, but also to our
relationship with India, and to the

Indian-American communities that we
represent. We respectfully request that
you suspend the September 19
proclamation and reconsider any

policy that would decrease appropriate
access to the H-1B programme," the
lawmakers said in the letter.They
added that at a time when China is
"investing aggressively" in artificial
intelligence and advanced
technologies, the US must continue to
attract the world's best talent to
maintain its "innovation ecosystem,
strengthen the defence industrial base,
and preserve its long-term competitive
edge"."In the case of India, the country
of origin for 71 per cent of H-1B

holders last year, attracting this talent
also reinforces our strategic
partnership with a key democratic
partner in the Indo-Pacific," they
said.The lawmakers described the H-
1B programme as a "cornerstone" of
US competitiveness in science,
technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM). They added
that research consistently shows that
H-1B professionals boost US
innovation, patent production, and
business formation, complementing
rather than displacing American
workers. "Indian nationals, who
make up the largest share of H-1B
recipients, are central to US leadership
in information technology and
artificial intelligence."

They stressed that many of America's

most successful companies were
founded or led by former H-1B holders,
who "drive new businesses, job
creation, and keep the United States at
the forefront of technological
progress"."Indian-Americans and
other H-1B holders also comprise a
thriving constituency in each of our
districts.

group tours.Cultural spats -- including

told AFP.

Explosion at New Mexico oil
refinery sends thick smoke
across Artesia

ARTESIA. (Agency)

Emergency crews responded Friday to an explosion at
an oil refinery in New Mexico as thick smoke emerged
from the plant and drifted across parts of the city of
Artesia before crews were able to extinguish the
flames.Navajo Refinery operator HF Sinclair said that
the fire had been extinguished and that three people
were transported off-site for medical attention. No
other injuries were reported.Air monitoring on the
perimeter of the refinery and in a nearby community
showed no risk to public safety, said Corinn Smith, a
spokesperson of HF Sinclair. It was unclear whether
refinery production was affected.

Artesia Police Commander Pete Quifiones said that
police and other first responders scrambled to the site
before the fire was contained.

Authorities said the smoke had dissipated by Friday
afternoon and roads were reopened. The New Mexico
Environment Department said it was sending a team to
Artesia to assess conditions and monitor air quality.

The refinery sits adjacent to Artesia’s main intersection,
which serves as an artery from the Permian Basin in
the southeastern corner of the state to the rest of New
Mexico. The company’s website notes that the facility
has a crude oil capacity of 100,000 barrels per day,
making it the largest in New Mexico, but it wasn’t
immediately clear how full the plant was at the time of
the incident.The plant serves markets in the
southwestern United States by processing oil acquired
from the basin, which is one of the busiest in the world.
It operates alongside a refining facility in Lovington,
about 65 miles (105 km) away.

HF Sinclair, headquartered in Dallas, Texas, also owns
and operates refineries in Kansas, Oklahoma,
Wyoming, Washington state and Utah.

Argentina's chief of staff resigns, heralding
change for President Milei after election win

BUENOS AIRES . (Agency) \

The chief of staff to President Javier Milei of
Argentina resigned on Friday, less than a
week after the governing party won a new
mandate to accelerate his program of
radical reform in pivotal midterm
elections.Guillermo Francos, a 75-year-old
career politician with decades of
experience at the heart of government, said
in a statement that he was stepping down so
that Milei “may face without constraints
the stage of government that begins after
the national elections."Francos' departure
after weeks of speculation was expected to
herald a wider Cabinet shake-up, as is
common in Argentina following elections.
Interior Minister Guillermo Catalan
followed suit on Friday.Riding high off his
party’s surprise landslide win in Sunday's
legislative elections and $40 billion in
pledged funds from a friendly Trump
administration, Milei announced that his
main spokesperson, Manuel Adorni — an
ideological defender of the president’s
agenda known for his combative press
conferences littered with sarcastic one-

liners — would replace the even-tempered
Francos as Cabinet chief.Many far-right
supporters of Milei's anti-establishment
platform viewed Francos, who hails from
Argentina's traditional political

elite, with suspicion. But political

rivals and lawmakers hostile to
Milei's agenda considered him a
confidant.Francos was appointed
chief of staff last year as the
irascible political outsider sought

help from the seasoned negotiator in
persuading Congress to pass wide-
ranging economic overhaul
measures to trim the fiscal budget

and spur foreign investment. Before

his promotion, Francos served as
interior minister, charged with
managing Milei's tense relations

with provinces opposed to the
government's budget cuts.

Milei thanked Francos in a statement for “his
service to the nation during these last two
years of profound reforms that required
continuous dialogue with various political
forces.”He said that, starting on Monday,

i

Adorni would assume the role of chief of
staff in response to their party's resounding
victory that surpassed pollsters’
expectations, injected energy into faltering

reforms and gave their scrappy libertarian
party the numbers it needed in Congress to
defend presidential vetoes.“This change
responds to the election results, the need to
renew political dialogue and the beginning

of this second phase,” Milei said.Although

Milei's La Libertad Avanza bloc has

boosted its numbers in Congress enough to

prevent the left-leaning opposition from
passing spending measures that
undermine fiscal austerity, the party
still lacks a majority.

To see through his free-market overhaul
of Argentina’s economy, Milei has
acknowledged the need to build
alliances with centrist parties and win
over influential provincial
governors.Top of the agenda will be
liberalizing Argentina's labor market
and simplifying its byzantine tax
system — big goals that have vexed
right-wing governments before. To
show his openness to dialogue, Milei
welcomed 20 of Argentina's 24
governors to the presidential
headquarters on Thursday.

The four governors excluded from the
meeting represented Peronism, the populist
opposition movement widely blamed for
delivering the economic shambles that
Milei inherited in 2023.
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India's Melbourne blunder:
Should Abhishek Sharma have
shown better game awareness

New Delhi. (Agency)

IAbhishek Sharma may have been the lone
bright spot for India in the second T20I
against Australia, but former cricketer Irfan
Pathan believes that the young batter still has
plenty to learn about game awareness.
Despite Abhishek’s fighting 68 off India’s
total of 125 runs in Melbourne, he was unable
to prevent India from collapsing to a heavy
defeat on Friday, October 31.While
Abhishek’s innings stood out as his maiden
international fifty on Australian soil, Pathan
said that the left-hander must focus on
developing his tactical understanding,
particularly when batting with lower-order
partners. Speaking on his YouTube channel,
Pathan pointed out that Abhishek needed to
take greater responsibility during his
partnership with fast bowler Harshit Rana,
which briefly steadied the innings after a
disastrous start.Pathan observed that
Abhishek’s innings could be divided into two
distinct phases: the explosive start during the
powerplay, when he took on the Australian
pacers with confidence, and the later phase,
when he lost control of the tempo and failed
to farm the strike effectively.Abhishek
Sharma once again showed that while
everyone else seemed to be batting on one
pitch, he was batting on another. It was a
brilliant half-century, a superb innings, but if

you look closely, you’ll notice it had two
parts. During the powerplay, he batted
beautifully, but after it ended, he should have
continued with the same intent and
awareness, which he didn’t,” Pathan said on
his channel.The numbers support Pathan’s
assessment. Abhishek faced 37 deliveries in
an innings that stretched till the 19th over,
while Harshit Rana, who came in outside the
powerplay, played nearly as many — 33
balls.This meant that during their 47-ball
partnership, Abhishek faced just 14
deliveries. He scored 18 runs off those, while
Harshit contributed 35 from 33 balls after a
slow start to his innings.

Rishabh Pant ready
for Test return
after frustrating
foot fracture

New Delhi. (Agency)

Rishabh Pant is set to make his long-awaited
comeback to international cricket. The
dynamic wicketkeeper-batter, who has been
out of action since suffering a foot fracture
in England, has confirmed that he has now
fully recovered from the injury that kept him
sidelined for months.

Pant sustained the injury during the
Manchester Test match in England. While
attempting a reverse sweep against Chris
Woakes, he accidentally edged the ball onto
his right foot, fracturing it in the process.
True to his resilient nature, Pant returned to
the crease to continue his innings after

initially retiring hurt, demonstrating once
again the determination and courage that
define his game.Since that Test match,
which took place between July 23 and 27,
Pant had been unavailable for selection until
this week, when he finally returned to
competitive cricket. He featured in the
unofficial Test match against South Africa A
at the BCCI Centre of Excellence in
Bengaluru, marking his first outing after
months of rehabilitation.Speaking on the
sidelines of the match, Pant opened up about
his recovery journey and expressed relief
over how smoothly his healing process
went.“The first part of the process was
healing. For the first six weeks, you have to
let the fracture heal properly and then report
to the CoE. Thankfully, the healing went
well,” Pant said in a BCCI video.“I started
my rehab gradually. In the early days, there
was a lot of physiotherapy and careful
monitoring. Once I regained some mobility,
I began focusing on building strength,
which marked the start of the second phase.
Right now, I’'m happy to say that ’'m fully
recovered, and I owe a big thanks to the CoE
staff for helping me through it,” he added.

Into the final, but flaws remain: India must
find their best in World Cup showdown

Team India is just one step away from
attaining the glory that has evaded them
in their entire cricketing history. As they
prepare to take on South Africa in the
final, India need to ensure that they fix
the chinks in the armour to turn the
World Cup dream into a reality on home
soil.

New Delhi. (Agency)

India stand on the cusp of history as they

prepare to take on South Africa in the final of
the ICC Women'’s Cricket World Cup 2025.
Justa fortnight ago, few would have believed
they could come this close to realising their
World Cup dream. Yet, the Women in Blue
have silenced their critics with a jaw-
dropping victory over defending champions
Australia, chasing down the highest target in
the history of women’s ODI cricket.As India
march into their third ODI World Cup final,
there remain certain areas that need fine-
tuning to ensure the dream is fulfilled.

The Harmanpreet Kaur-led side began their

campaign with back-to-back wins over Sri

Lanka and Pakistan. However, both victories
were far from perfect, as the top order
struggled against spin and suffered early
collapses. On both occasions, it was the
lower order that came to the rescue, guiding
the team to competitive totals. Against
Sri Lanka, a massive partnership
between Deepti Sharma and Amanjot
Kaur steadied the innings, while a
similar effort from the lower order
salvaged the situation against
Pakistan.As the tournament
progressed, India’s batting prowess
finally came to the fore, with Smriti
Mandhana rediscovering her golden
touch and plundering runs at the top of
the order. She was ably supported by
Pratika Rawal, whose promising
campaign ended prematurely due to an
unfortunate ankle injury.Stay updated
for complete coverage of Women's World
Cup 2025 with India Today! Get full
schedule, team squads, live score, and the
updated ICC women's world cup points
table.The Indian batting line-up unleashed
its full potential on the grand stage of the
semi-final, making light work of the
mammoth target set by Australia and chasing
it down with nine balls to spare. Despite the

clinical victory, a few areas of concern still
linger for the Harmanpreet Kaur-led side.

Fielding Frailties
India’s fielding was below par throughout the

runs. Come the grand final, the Women in
Blue cannot afford similar lapses as one
dropped catch could shatter their World Cup
dream.

first innings, as they conceded several easy Proactive Running

boundaries and even dropped a catch offered
by Australia’s captain, Alyssa Healy.
Although Healy was dismissed soon after for
5 (15), such lapses could prove costly on
another day.The fielding effort lacked the
intensity befitting a semi-final. The
Australians capitalised on India’s
sluggishness, frequently turning singles into
doubles. The lack of urgency in the field
arguably gifted Australia an extra 20-30

During their time at the crease, Indian batters

were occasionally guilty of poor
communication, creating unnecessary run-
out opportunities for the opposition. In the
midst of a game-changing partnership, a run
out is the last thing a team needs, as it can
alter the course of the match entirely.During
the century stand between Jemimah
Rodrigues and Harmanpreet Kaur against
Australia, there were several moments of
hesitation and miscommunication that left
the batters vulnerable. India cannot afford
such mistakes in the final, especially given
the haunting memory of Harmanpreet Kaur’s
run out that led to India’s exit from the 2023
T20 World Cup.

Holding Nerves on the Big Stage
In the past, India have often come agonisingly

close to winning major titles, only to falter
under pressure. The 2017 World Cup final
remains a painful reminder: requiring just 38
runs from 44 balls with seven wickets in
hand, India succumbed to nerves and
suffered a heartbreaking nine-run defeat.

Max Uerstappen fan Saishiva Sankaran
hoping to race alongsice idol in Fi

New Delhi. (Agency)

When you dream of reaching the pinnacle in
motorsports, it’s always about being behind
the wheel of a Formula One car. India has
had the privilege of seeing Narain
Karthikeyan and Karun Chandok represent
the nation on the grid in the past, but since
then, we’ve been waiting for the next big
talent to emerge. Interest in motorsports
has seen its highs and lows over the years,
but every now and then, a special talent
catches everyone’s attention with
determination and a passion for speed.
One suchracer is Saishiva Sankaran.

The 17-year-old is currently working his

way up the ranks, competing in the Indian &

F4 Championship and participating in the
India Racing League with the Speed

Demons Delhi. He has already caught the

attention of many with his

accomplishments so far. Saishiva began his
racing journey in karting, capturing the Pro
Cadet Indikarting Championship in 2018
and following it with a podium finish at the
JK Tyre Cadet Karting Championship the
next year. He went on to finish as Vice

Champion in the MECO FMSCI National
Karting Championship, showcasing his
consistency and growth.

In 2022, he continued his impressive form by

earning two podiums in the Rotax National
Championship (Junior category).
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Transitioning into single-seaters, Saishiva
made waves in the MRF 1600 National
Championship, where he claimed three
podium finishes and became the youngest
race winner in the series.His talent has also
shone on the international stage — he took
first place in the X30 Cadet Novice class at

the JAME Series and finished P2 in the
National FLGB (1300 cc) endurance race in
2024 .Further solidifying his reputation,
Saishiva became the youngest pole-sitter at
the 2024 Indian F4 Championship and also
recorded two podiums in two races at the JK
Tyre Novice Cup. In 2025, he added four
podium finishes in the Indian F4
Championship and three more in the MRF
National Championship, including a
memorable first-place finish.

While these achievements make him a talent
to watch, the 17-year-old remains
grounded, saying he is just a normal kid
who enjoys the simple things in life.

"I’m basically 17 years old and I’'m residing
in Pune. Outside the racing track, ’m just a
normal kid who goes to school, comes
back, and hangs out with friends, and you’ll
see me on my simulator most of the time of
the day. Besides that, my family is not much
into sports. Unlike me, my dad was the only
guy who was into sports. He used to play
cricket, and now I’'m also taking up sports,"
said Saishiva to India Today in an exclusive
interaction.

Turning trolls into believers: Indian women's
team makes people dream again

New Delhi. (Agency)
When the Women's World Cup began, I
wasn't sure what to expect. I hadn't
followed women's cricket as closely as I
had the men's game — it had always
lingered at the edges of my attention,
But as the tournament unfolded, it
became impossible to ignore.India, as
hosts, carried both expectation and
promise. They were among the
favourites, and rightly so. Still,
everyone knew Australia stood a class
apart - a team with batting depth, all- |
round strength, and a champion's
aura.Watching them took me back to the
first Women's World Cup I had seen,
when India had made a surprising run to the
final. Back then, there was buzz about a
young Harmanpreet Kaur, Mithali Raj's
calm leadership, and Jhulan Goswami's
brilliance with the ball. Yet, somehow, it
hadn't fully registered how special that era
was. Perhaps men's cricket simply occupied
too much of the spotlight for me to truly

notice.Then came the moment that changed
everything - the one that turned many of us

into believers. India stunned Australia,
powered by Harmanpreet Kaur's
unforgettable 171, a knock that would go
down as one of the greatest in World Cup
history. The team marched into the final,
and for a brief, electric stretch, the entire
nation was behind them. But the dream
ended in heartbreak - agonisingly short of
gloryl was in my first job then, and I

remember the sting of that defeat lingering
for a day or two before life, and the news
cycle, moved on. The women's team,
though, kept pushing forward - growing
in stature, earning respect, and chipping
away at the barriers that once kept them
in the shadows. But that one defining,
crowning moment still eluded them.
Eight years later, I found myself covering
a Women's World Cup for the first time.
The rhythm of the game felt different - a
little slower than the men's version,
perhaps - but it had its own kind of
charm. There was skill,
competitiveness, and above all, a sense
of purpose that was impossible to
miss.India's campaign began on an
uncertain footing. Even in their wins against
Sri Lanka and Pakistan, cracks were visible.
The team's balance seemed off — the sixth
bowling option sacrificed for batting depth,
and the core batters, Smriti Mandhana,
Harmanpreet Kaur, and Pratika Rawal,
struggled to find rhythm.

Shreyas Iyer discharged from
Sydney hospital. Here's
when he can fly home

New Delhi. (Agency)

Shreyas lyer is recovering steadily from his
spleen injury and has been discharged from a
hospital in Sydney, the Indian Cricket Board
confirmed on Saturday, November 1. The
middle-order batter, who was undergoing
treatment for a laceration on his spleen, will
remain in Sydney for follow-up consultations
before returning to India once he is declared fit
to fly.The BCCI expressed gratitude to Dr.
Kouroush Haghigi and his team in Sydney,
along with Dr. Dinshaw Pardiwala in India, for
ensuring that Iyer received the best possible
medical care. The board also confirmed that the
cricketer had undergone a minor surgical
procedure to repair the laceration on his
spleen.BCCI’s Official Statement on Shreyas
Iyer

“Shreyas Iyer sustained a blunt injury to his
abdomen while fielding during the third ODI
against Australia on October 25, 2025, resulting
in a laceration of his spleen with internal

bleeding. The injury was promptly identified,
and the bleeding was immediately arrested
following a minor procedure. He has undergone
appropriate medical management for the
same,” the BCCI said in an official
statement.“He is now stable and recovering
well. The BCCI Medical Team, along with
specialists in Sydney and India, are pleased
with his progress, and he has been discharged
from the hospital today,” the statement
added.The board further noted its appreciation
for the medical professionals involved in Iyer’s
treatment, saying, “The BCCI extends its
heartfelt appreciation to Dr. Kouroush Haghigi
and his team in Sydney, along with Dr. Dinshaw
Pardiwala in India, for ensuring Shreyas
received the best possible care for his
injury.”India captain Suryakumar Yadav had
earlier updated on Shreyas' condition. He has
said that the batter had been doing well and was
replying to the texts sent by his
teammates.hreyas Iyer Injury: How it
Happenedlyer suffered the injury during the
third ODI against Australia while attempting a
challenging catch to dismiss

Women's World Cup final ticket fiasco:
Frustrated fans hit out at BCCI

Women's World Cup: The India vs
South Africa final is on Sunday,
November 2. However, the tickets
for the match are yet to go live.
Frustrated fans have hit out at the
BCCI over logistical issues.

New Delhi. (Agency)

The Indian women’s cricket team may be
gearing up to play the final of the Women’s
World Cup within the next 24 hours, but fans
are still waiting for tickets to go on sale. The
continued delay has sparked widespread
frustration and anger among supporters, who
have taken to social media to express their
disappointment over what they describe as
poor planning and mismanagement.

BookMyShow, the official ticketing partner
for the ICC Women’s ODI World Cup, has
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yet to release tickets for the much-
anticipated final match. Prices for the tickets
have started from Rs. 100 throughout the
tournament, making them accessible to a
wide audience. However, with the clock
ticking down to the championship clash, fans
remain in the dark about when they will be
able to secure their seats.Social media

during the Men’s ODI World Cup in 2023,
when tickets for several matches were
released at the last minute, leaving fans
scrambling to make arrangements.As
demand for the final's ticket is expected to be
historic after India's incredible victory in the
semi-final of the tournament. The Indian
women's team chased down a record target of
339 runs against defending champions
Australia to reach the summit clash of the
tournament. India are going to play South
Africa in the final of the competition, a clash
thatis expected to be a very close on.

South Africa had beaten India in the group-
stage of the tournament, in a nervy clash in

platforms have been flooded with
complaints directed at both the Indian
Cricket Board and the International Cricket
Council (ICC), with fans questioning how
such a major event could face logistical
issues so close to the final. This is not the first
time cricket enthusiasts have encountered
such confusion. A similar situation unfolded

Vizag. But with the Indian team playing their
best match in the semi-final, the momentum
definitely seems to be with the co-hosts of
the tournament.Aanticipation builds for the
Women’s World Cup final, the delay in ticket
availability has once again raised concerns
about event management and fan
engagement in cricket, especially in major
international tournaments.
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Gautam

ﬁ i Confirms Haq Faces No Censorship Cuts In

- UAE: 'Agar Waha Koi Problem Nahi Ha...

—

“ ¥ ﬁ ctor Yami Gautam has clarified that her upcoming courtroom drama Haq —

inspired by the historic Shah Bano Begum case — has not faced any censorship
cuts in the United Arab Emirates. In a recent interview, Yami revealed that the
film has received a 15-plus age classification, ensuring that a wider audience in the
" region will be able to watch it without restrictions.Slated for theatrical release on
::;( November 7, Haq features an ensemble cast that includes Emraan Hashmi, Sheeba
" Chaddha, and Vartika Singh, alongside Yami in the lead role. The film, directed by
Suparn Varma, is produced by Junglee Pictures in association with Insomnia Films and
o Baweja Studios.

i " “TheFilm Isn’t Here To Offend Anyone”
~% :.-E Speaking to Times Now, Yami Gautam explained that Haq presents its subject matter
I with sensitivity, aiming to highlight a social and legal landmark rather than provoke
religious sentiment. ““This is the
first time I'm sharing that in
terms of censorship in the UAE,
there are no cuts — it is 15 plus,
meaning it’s watchable for all. Toh
agar waha ko1 problem nahi hai (If
there’s no problem there), that means
this film is not here to antagonise anyone
from any faith," she said. The uncutrelease
inthe UAE indicates that local authorities
deemed the film’s content appropriate
for public viewing, a significant
indicator given its potentially sensitive

themes.

Yami further emphasized that Haq was
never intended to target any religion
or community. “You are not making a film about one community,” she stated, adding, *“It is
difficult to give bigger evidence than this, without even watching the film."

Based On The Shah Bano Case
Hagq draws inspiration from the 1985 Supreme Court verdict in the Mohd. Ahmed Khan vs
Shah Bano Begum case — a ruling that upheld a Muslim woman’s right to maintenance
under Indian law. The film adapts journalist Jigna Vora’s book Bano: Bharat Ki Beti and
dramatizes the legal, emotional, and societal turmoil that surrounded the case.
Yami essays the role of Shazia Bano, a woman who takes on the legal system to fight for
justice, while Emraan Hashmi portrays her husband, Lawver Abbas Khan. Director

Suparn Varma has described Haq as a powerful story about faith, equality, and courage —

themes that remain as relevant today as they were four decades ago.

AFilm That Sparks Conversation

The film’s advance publicity has spotlighted its historical grounding and its smeoth
international certification process. The absence of censorship cufs, especially in the

UAE, has generated optimism about its balanced treatment of a confroversial

subject. With Hagq, Yami Gautam appears ready to add vet another compelling

performance to her filmography — one that not only explores gender and justice but also
encourages meaningful dialogue around India’s socie-legal evolution.

Isha Malviya

Brings High Energy To New
Music Video Nazraan Utaar

Isha Malviva shared a lively and glamorous dance reel Before becoming a social media favourite, Isha Malviya

[

'_

on Instagram to announce the release of her latest began her career as a model and then stepped into
song, Nazraan Utaar, on October 31. With her television. She played Jasmine Kaur Sandhu in

signature confidence, she teased fans in the caption:  Udaariyaan (2021). Her strong acting, bold personality
“WARNING: This glam might break your feed. and expressive screen presence made her a standout in
‘Nazraan Utaar’ is OUT NOW. Hit play if vou can
handle the heat."The video shows Isha grooving
alongside Simran Choudhary and Anmol Daniel, all
three showing off some impressive moves and
stunning outfits. Their chemistry and stylish energy
stood out right away, making the reel a big hit. Within
hours, it crossed thousands of views, with fans
flooding the comments section to praise Isha’s
charm, confidence, and effortless stage presence.

Fans React With Excitement

The response to Isha’s post was full of excitement and
love from her followers. One fan commented,
“Instagram kholte hi Isha ka song aa jata h," while
another added, “You are looking fab." Many
described her performance as “Superb" and
“Amazing." Some couldn’t get enough of her style,
calling herreel “full of glamour and confidence."

These short, heartfelt comments showed how much
people enjoyed watching her perform. Fans also praised
her ability to mix fashion and dance so naturally, saying

-

the show.
Outside TV, Isha has built a strong following online with ‘
over 3.5 million Instagram followers. She regularly
posts dance reels, fashion looks, and fun glimpses from
her shoots, many of which go viral. She has also

that she always brings a spark of freshness to everything  appeared in several music videos and collaborated with /
she does. The buzz around the reel proved just how  top brands. With her blend of talent, style, and
popular Isha remains among her online audience. confidence, Isha continues to grow as one of the most ¢

Rising Star: Isha Malviya’s TV and Social Media
Journey

promising voung stars in entertainment, admired not
just for her looks but for her energy and authenticity.

Bhoomi Shetty To Star In
Prasanth Varma’s
Mahakali, Details Inside

ahakali, the upcoming fantasy

mythological drama, is making all the right

noises. It is one of the next instalments in
the Prasanth Varma Cinematic Universe (PVCU)
after the Teja Sajja starrer HanuMan. Recently, the
makers anmounced Kannada actress Bhoomi Shetty
as the female lead of the film.As fans await to see
Bhoomi in this new avatar, let’s take a look at the
actress’s filmography and her personal life.

‘Who Is Bhoomi Shetty?

Born in Karnataka, Bhoomi began her acting career
with dailysoap Ninne Belladatta. She also finished
fourth on Bigg Boss Kannada 7.The actress made
her big screen debut with the 2021 film Ikkat,
alongside Nagabhushana. Following her debut, she
appeared in Telugu films like Chaitanya Raoc
Madadi’s Sharathulu Varthisthai and Vijay
Deverakonda’s action drama, Kingdom.

Bhoomi Shetty In Mahakali

On Thursday, the makers of Mahakali dropped
Bhoomi’s first-look poster from the film, sending
her fans into a frenzy.

It features the actess in the Goddess Kali avatar; her
face is painted black and her eyves show a serious
expression.Sharing the post, filmmaker Prasanth
Varma wrote on X, “From the cosmic womb of
creation awakens the most FEROCIOUS
SUPERHERO of the universe! Introducing
#BhoomiShetty as MAHA #Mahakali.”

The shooting for Mahakali is currently going on in
full swing. It is expected to hit the big screens next
year.Apart from this, another project under
Prasanth Varma’s Cinematic Universe (PVCU)
includes Jai Hanuman, a sequel to Teja Sajja’s
HanuMan, which will feature Rishab Shetty
playing the Hindu deity.

Rakhi Sawant Schools
Paparazzi On Camera Angles:

Do These Angles Look Good"

i

Ralchi Sawant asked the paparozzi to adjust

their camera angle, but the way she said it

left everyone in splits.
——

alkhi Sawant is back in town and once again
making headlines with her hilarious public

tics. Known for her unfiltered opinions and

quirky gestures, Rakhi recently retumed to India
from Dubai, and since then, several videos of her
have been circulating online Now, anether clip of

Ralkhi has caught fans’ attention, in which she
delivers a hilarious line during a media interaction.
She asked the paparazzi to adjust their camera
angle, but the way she said it left evervone,
including the attendees and her fans, in splits.

Rakhi Sawant’s Reaction To Paparazzi’s Camera
Angle

Inthe video, Rakhi Sawant is seen sporting a bold and
glamorous look. She wore a deep emerald green
satin outfit, featuring plunging neckline and lacy
details. Her look was completed with tan heeled
boots and stockings. Her voluminous curly red hair
and gorgeous makeup added to her signature over-
the-top charm.But what caught everyone’s
attention is not a dramatic look but the way she
prompted photographers to try a different angle.
While posing for the pictures, she said, “Camera
taango ke niche kyu hai? Upar karo." Listening to
this paprazzi burst into laughter before Rakhi
asked, “Nhi matlab ye angle acche lag rage hain?"
To which they responded with a laugh, “Nahi nahi,
bilkul nahi."

(“Why is the camera under my legs? Raise itup. No,
mean, do these angles look good?" To which they
replied, langhing, “No,no,not atall!")

Rakhi Reacts to Comparisons With Urvashi
Rautela

A few days ago, during a media interaction to
promote her new song Zaroorat, Rakhi made a
grand appearance in a dazzling lehenga cholipaired
with heavy jewellery, which she claimed was worth
awhopping Rs 70 crore.

Taking a sharp jab at Bollywood actress Urvashi
Rautela, she quipped, “Main jhooth nahi bolti
Urvashi Rautela ki tarah."When reporters asked if
she considered Urvashi Rautela her competition,
Rakhi appeared visibly annoyed and sharply
responded to the question, saying, “Aapka kya
dimaag ghutne mein hai kya? Aap meri tulna
Britney Spears, Jennifer Lopez, Shakira, Paris
Hilton aur Kim Kardashian se karen. Aapko
ghisapita bas ek hi naam mil jaata hai. Please, I
know her song was Abidi Dabidi, but it became
DabidiDabidi."
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