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New Sri Lankan govit’s
report card: Two ticks
and a heavy cross

Sri Lankans went to polls on November 14, 2024
with the clear intent of ending the traditional
two-party rule and electing an administration
that would fight corruption and prosecute the
corrupt. The National People’s Power (NPP), in
their opposition days, did make it sound easy to
bring the “stolen money back”; but the reality of
ayear in office showed it is harder to do. Still, for
all that isn’t achieved yet, the NPP
administration has demonstrated a better
political will to fight corruption than the earlier
administrations.So, a year on, the
disenchantment with incumbency that has set in
has more to do with the government’s failure to
provide economic relief, cut crippling taxes, and
lower the unbearable cost of living than its fight
against corruption. Before coming to office, the
NPP had pledged to renegotiate with the
International Monetary Fund, set up a new
national development bank, and improve
governance structures in a clear departure from
the past.However, this government has
continued with the IMF process adopted by
former President Ranil Wickremesinghe and
has used provisions of the Anti-Corruption Act
2023 and the amended National Audit Act—two
important measures taken by the former
administration. The 2023 anti-graft law
effectively expanded the mandate of the
Commission to Investigate Allegations of
Bribery or Corruption, including in detection
and prosecution, in probing the private sector, in
seeking and facilitating international
cooperation against corruption, and in making
asset and liability declarations mandatory for
public officials.Another significant
development was the enactment of the
Regulation of Election Expenditure Act No 3 of
2023—a longstanding demand of civil
society—that at long last allows regulation of
election spending by parties and candidates. It
was followed this year by the much-awaited
Proceeds of Crime Act No 5 of 2025, which
enables recovery of proceeds through freezing,
forfeiture, and disposal. Both these are
milestones in tackling graft. To make the
bulwark stronger, the Companies (Amendment)
Act No 12 of 2025 mandates the disclosure of
beneficial owners, another vital step
contributing to a stronger legal framework to
combat systemic corruption.

In effect, the anti-corruption legal framework that
Sri Lanka has been developing for some time
was finalised by the NPP administration this
year. However, an important unfulfilled promise
is the setting up of a public prosecutor’s office to
enable impartial prosecution.

The government has also made several arrests
within a year, sparking a stinging political
debate over their motives. Wickremesinghe was
recently detained over accusations of improper
use of public funds. The administration
weathered sharp criticism from some opposition
groups, but sent a strong public message that no
one enjoyed immunity and the political elite
would not be protected, as was done in the past.
Convictions do take time, but in their
absence—after boastful claims of having
sufficient evidence to prosecute—the failure to
proceed beyond arrests will only invite public
mistrust. The government has also recently
slashed some benefits of former presidents,
reclaimed several state-owned homes occupied
by them, and launched inquiries against former
legislators, public servants, and police officers.
It is inspiring to see the fight against corruption
and some criticism for it is par for the course.
But the litmus test will be how the NPP

lfs & buts beset India-US trade deal

Tactical accommodation between Washington and Beijing will shrink Delhi’s room for manoeuvre

IS the conclusion of a trade deal between India and the US
imminent? Have all the outstanding issues been
resolved? One has stopped counting, but there has been a
virtual cascade of reports claiming that a deal is round the
corner over the past six months. However, the two sides
have not yet succeeded in turning the corner. What about
the additional 25% tariff imposed on India on account of
its purchases of oil from Russia? Now that major private
sector buyers of oil are cutting back on purchases from
Russian oil and gas majors Lukoil and Gazprom, which
are now under US sanctions, would the additional 25%
tariff imposed on India be removed? There are no signs of
that so far.Some observers derive hope of an early
resolution from the renewal of the India-US Defence
Cooperation Framework for another 10 years by Raksha
Mantri Rajnath Singh and US Secretary for War
(‘Defence’ is out!) Pete Hegseth on the sidelines of the
ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting Plus in Kuala
Lumpur on October 31. It would appear that defence
hardware and technology cooperation between the two
countries remains intact. Perhaps that may be due to the
US earning billions of dollars in hardware supplies to
India. For a President constantly on the lookout to make a
buck, this is in a separate compartment. But India needs to
be careful. At a future date, could Donald Trump object to
India continuing to purchase sophisticated weapon
systems from Russia, for example, the S-500, and refuse
to supply some items or components to India? It’s
possible. After all, one did not foresee the oil sanctions.

India has been singled out for punishment on account of
purchasing oil from Russia even though China is a larger
buyer and NATO allies Turkey and Hungary are also
significant importers. After the recent talks between
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Trump in Busan on the
sidelines of the APEC summit, the latter confirmed that
he had not raised the issue of Chinese purchases of
Russian o0il.So, India is being penalised because Trump
believes it has little leverage but he dare not object to
China’s imports because Beijing can retaliate and has
demonstrated its willingness to retaliate even if it has to
endure some pain.If India believes that its strategic
partnership with the US helps in countervailing the
Chinese challenge, it may need to think again. Not that
the structural confrontation between the No. 1 and No. 2
powers will diminish in any way, but the tactical
accommodation between them will shrink India’s room
for manoeuvre.

‘This needs to be acknowledged and addressed through
agile and well-considered diplomacy.

An argument has been made that Trump’s recent swing
through Asia, the reaffirmation of alliances and
partnerships, means that America’s Indo-Pacific strategy
remains valid. But the one component of the strategy

which is of relevance to India — the Quad — seems to
have fallen off the radar. It seems unlikely that the Quad
summit will take place in India before the year- end, as
originally scheduled. Trump did not mention the Quad
during his Asia visit. But more importantly neither did the
other Quad partners — Australia and Japan. Perhaps they
sensed Trump’s indifference to it.

If India is looking for a ‘Triad’ instead of a Quad by
intensifying its cooperation with Australia and Japan
what would be its prospects? This needs cautious
probing. What other coping moves are available to India?
An obvious one is already being pursued. This is a much
closer all-round partnership with Europe, both bilaterally
and through the European Union. Both sides appear
focused on getting a trade agreement through before the
end of the year. If Europe is serious about a major
expansion in its defence capabilities, then it will need
scale, highly qualified manpower and a predictable and
growing market. India could provide all three. A stronger
defence partnership with Europe will also hedge against
the unpredictability of the US as a defence partner for
both sides. This ought to be a no-brainer.

I will repeat, like a broken record, the urgent need to secure
our own sub-continental periphery. Not only through
priority to bilateral relations with our neighbours but also
through focusing on the regional dimension. The
neighbourhood is not an irritating distraction. It is a

Soil solution can hoost farming, cut pollution

missed opportunity. India must endeavour to become the
engine of growth for South Asia and its chief security
provider. Eventually this must include Pakistan in the
calculations, however remote and difficult it may seem at
present. The bigger challenge facing our region is climate
change and a looming ecological crisis, which can only be
addressed through regional collaboration. Only India can
lead such collaboration.

Last but not least, India must consolidate its engagement

with East and South East Asia. Its already considerable
political and security profile must be matched by a solid
economic pillar. Whether this involves re-engaging with
the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) or a bolder application to become a member of the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), should be the subject of
serious policy discussions.India has obvious strengths. It
is still the fastest-growing major economy in a slowing
global economy. It is an expanding market. It has enviable
political stability in a turbulent world. It has an unmatched
pool of scientific and technical manpower, including in the
field of artificial intelligence. These are significant levers
which, if used intelligently and with confidence, can
advance India’s interests and expand its strategic space.
This applies to India’s relations with China which are on a
gradual upswing, and this should continue. Strategic
autonomy is a question of intent, not of capacity.

Mineralisation of organic matter in the soil helps increase the availability of phosphorus, a vital nutrient for plant growth and reproduction

A new initiative is underway in Karnataka to increase soil

fertility and protection—focusing on sugarcane, but
extendable to a wider range of crops. It involves reusing
sugarcane waste and residues instead of burning them.
Incinerating the waste destroys fertility, kills
microorganisms essential for soil health, increases air
pollution, and harms the environment. At least 3,000
hectares of farmland across five Karnataka districts have
been selected for the initiative that includes training
farmers in composting techniques to transform residues
into organic manure.Using agricultural waste-based
organic compost not only supports microbial activity in
the soil, but also improves its water efficiency, fertility,
and reduces weed control expenses and dependence on
chemical fertilisers. Mineralisation of organic matter in
the soil helps increase the availability of phosphorus, a
vital nutrient for plant growth and reproduction.
Phosphorus is crucial for photosynthesis, energy transfer,
and DNA synthesis in plants, and promotes robust root
development, improves crop yields, and helps tolerate

administration responds to allegations .

environmental stress like drought and salinity.

Earlier this month, International Union for Conservation of

Nature, the global conservation agency, adopted a
landmark motion to pave the way for the world’s first
model legal framework for soil protection. The IUCN will
constitute a working group to develop the concepts and
parameters for an international convention that would

Unbearable lightness of the Al bubble

The Al investment bubble is much bigger than those around dot-coms or sub-prime assets in the 2000s. Many aspects—from the technology to its finances—are not squaring up

create the model law; it would then be hopefully
integrated it into the national frameworks of [TUCN’s 88
member nations including India. This soil security law is
expected to act as a catalyst for nations to integrate soil
protection measures with their agricultural, climate, and
restoration frameworks.This is the right time for the
Union ministry of environment, forests and climate
change, the state agriculture departments, and field
experts to come together and exploit the opportunity
offered by the twin initiatives unfolding in India and
abroad—both of which aim to improve soil health,
agriculture, and the quality and quantity of crop output.
Pursuing safe practices for improving soil health by using
organic waste and crop residues will undeniably yield
bonuses. For one, it will lead to a significant reduction in
stubble burning, which has drastically increased air
pollution—across North India in general and around
Delhi in particular. In the longer run, it will give a hefty
boost to food security and benefit farmers through reduced
production costs. It indeed would be an important win for
all.

Artificial intelligence is tracing the familiar, weary
boom-and-bust trajectory identified in 1837 by
Lord Overstone of quiescence, improvement,
confidence, prosperity, excitement, overtrading,
convulsion, pressure, stagnation, and distress.

There are three primary concerns. First, there are
doubts about the technology. Building on earlier
technologies such as neural networks, rule-based
expert systems, big data, pattern recognition, and
machine learning algorithms, generative Al, the
newest iteration, uses large language models
(LLMs) trained on massive data sets to create text
and imagery. The holy grail is ‘singularity’, a
hypothetical point where machines surpass human
intelligence. It would, in Silicon Valley speak, lead
to ‘the merge’, when humans and machines come
together, potentially transforming creativity and
technology.LLMs require enormous quantities of
data. Existing firms in online search, sales
platforms, and social media platforms can exploit
their own troves. This is frequently supplemented
by aggressive and unauthorised scraping of online
data, sometimes confidential, leading to litigation
around access, compensation, and privacy. In
practice, most Al models must rely on incomplete
data, which is difficult to clean to ensure accuracy.

Despite massive scaling up of computing power,
genAl consistently fails in relatively simple factual
tasks due to errors, biases, and misinformation in
datasets. Al models are adept at interpolating
answers between things within the data set, but
poor at extrapolation. This means they struggle
with novel problems and their ability to act

autonomously interacting within dynamic
environments remains questionable. Cognitive
scientists argue that simply scaling up LLMs based
on sophisticated pattern-matching built to
autocomplete will disappoint. The claimed
progress is difficult to measure, as the benchmarks
are inconclusive.Cheerleaders miss that
LLMs do not reason, but are probabilistic
prediction engines. A system that trawls
existing data, even assuming that is correct,
cannot create anything new. Once the
existing data sources are devoured, scaling
produces diminishing returns. Rather than
fully generalisable intelligence, generative
models are regurgitation engines struggling
with truth, hallucinations, and reasoning. Al
models can take over certain labour-
intensive tasks like data-driven research,
writing, travel planning, computer coding,
certain medical diagnostics, testing, and |
routine administrative tasks like handling
standard customer queries. But its loftier
aims may prove elusive. Microsoft’s CEO drew the
ire of true believers when he argued that Al had yet
to produce a profitable killer application to match
the impact of email or Excel.For the moment,
genAl, an ill-defined marketing rather than
technical term, remains a costly parlour trick for
some low-level applications—making memes and
allowing scammers to deceive.

Second, financial returns may prove elusive. Capital
expenditure on Al is expected to total up to $5-7
trillion by 2030. It has added around 40 percent or a

full percentage point to 2025 US growth. Al
companies accounts for 80 percent of US stock
returns. Al startup valuations based on the latest
round of funding were $2.30 trillion, up from $1.69
trillion in 2024, and up from $469 billion in 2020.
But AI’s capacity to generate cash and returns on

the large required investment remains
questionable.Revenues would have to grow over
20 times from the current $15-20 billion a year to
cover the current investment in land, building,
rapidly depreciating chips, and power and water.
Revenues totalling more than $1 trillion may be
required to earn an adequate return. Microsoft’s
Windows and Office, among the world’s most used
software, generates less than $100 billion in
commercial and consumer revenue. Less than 3
percent of its 800 million users currently pay to use

ChatGPT.The hope is Al will be paid for from

higher productivity and corporate profits. But 95

percent of corporate genAl pilot projects failed to

raise revenue growth. Many users, after cutting

hundreds of jobs and replacing them with Al, were

subsequently forced to reemploy staff when the
technology proved inadequate.Monetisation
of Al faces other uncertainties. In 2024, the
cheaper Chinese DeepSeek-R1 model cast
doubts about the capital-intensive approach
of Western firms. China’s favoured open-
source design would also undermine firms
that have invested heavily in proprietary
technology.

Meanwhile, Al firms remain a cash-burning
furnace. In the first half of 2025, OpenAl,
owner of ChatGPT, generated $4.3 billion in
revenue, but spent $2 billion on sales and
marketing and nearly $2.5 billion on stock-
based compensation, posting an operating
loss 0f $7.8 billion.

Third, there are financial circularities seen
during the dot-com boom. CoreWeave, an
equipment rental business trying to cash in the Al
boom, purchases graphics processers for Al
applications and rents them to users. Nvidia is an
investor in the company and the bulk of revenues is
from a few customers. There is concern around the
rate of depreciation of the chips and the firm’s
significant borrowings. In 2025, Nvidia invested
$100 billion in OpenAl, which in turn bought an
equivalent dollar value of graphics processing
units from it and also invested in chipmaker AMD.
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8th Pay Commission: 5
things you need to know

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Centre has officially constituted the 8th Central
Pay Commission, the mechanism that decides
salaries, pensions and allowances for central
government emdployees and pensioners. Almost
one crore individuals stand to be impacted once its
recommendations are implemented. The process
hag begun, the mandate is set, and the clock is
ticking Here ig everything that matters right now.

WHAT WILL THE COMMISSIONDO?

The government has notified the commission alon
with its Terms of Reference, which spell out its jo
clearly. It will examine pay scales, retirement
benefits and service rules, study whether the
current system keeps up with inflation and
economic realities, and overhaul allowances if
needed. The goal is to upgrade employee well-
being without destabilising government finances.
It is essentially a balancing act between what the
workforce needs and what the budget can sustain.

WHEN WILLHIKE COME INTOEFFECT?

Every Central Pay Commission historically operates
onaten-year cycle. The 7th CPC was implemented
from January 1, 2016. Following the pattern, the
&th CPC’s revised pay and pensions are expected to
take effect from January 1, 2026.But that will only
happen after the commisgion submits its report and
the Cabinet approves the final numbers. The panel
has been given roughly eighteen months to finish
its work, 8o any firm announcement will come only
closerto late 2025.

HOW MUCH SALARIES AND PENSIONS
MAY RISE?

This is the biggest question employees have and the
one no one can answer definitively yet. However,
one key term in pay revisions is the “fitment
factor”, which determines how much basic salary
Jumps during a pay overhaul.Under the 7th CPC,
that multiplier wag 2.57. Analysts believe the 8th
CPC could recommend a higher factor in the range
of roughly 2.8 to 3.0, depending on fiscal room.
Even if basic pay sees a sizeable jump, the real
change in take-home pay will depend on how
Dearness Allowance, House Rent Allowance and
other benefits are restructured.

Porter layoffs: 300 employees
impacted as startup trims
workforce, says report

New Delhi.(Agency)

Bengaluru-based on-demand logistics startup Porter
has laid off around 300 to 350 employees as part ofa
one-time restructuring aimed at reducing costs and
preparing for its next phase of growth, according to a
report by The Economic Times (ET).The company
confinmed the layoffs on Tuesday, saying the move
was part of a broader effort to make the organisation
more efficient and financially resilient. However,
Porter did not specify the exact number of employees
affected.

In an official statement quoted by ET, Porter said,
“We're in the midst of a transition that required a
one-time restructuring, aimed at building a stronger,
more agile, and financially resilient organisation for
the road ahead. As part of this journey, we’ve had to
make some difficult decisions that affect our people
— choices that were not easy and were made after
careful consideration.”

The layoffs come as the company works towards a
potential public listing and looks to streamline
operations across its business verticals. The
company has been expanding into newer categories,
including courier services and enterprise logistics,
while seeking to improve margins in its core on-
demand trucking segment.Sources told ET that the
restructuring is focused on cost control,
rationalisation of overlapping roles, and driving
long-term profitability ahead of its next growth
phase.

The layoffs follow ET’s earlier report from September,
which stated that Porter was close to finalising a
$100-110 million funding round from both existing
and new investors. This would take the company’s
total raised capital to around $300-310 million as
part of an extended round.In May 2025, Porter had
raised $200 million in a funding round led by
Kedaara Capital and Wellington Management,
valuing the company at $1.2 billion. The startup was
reportedly using the new funds to strengthen its
technology platform, expand into new cities, and
enhance its enferprise logistics capabilities.

What rising demand for gold
says about global economy

New Delhi.(Agency)

Gold has been on a winning run, climbing to record
highs as investors search for safety in an
increasingly unpredictable world Prices have
nearly doubled in the last two years, with the metal
averaging 3,665 dollars per ounce in September
2025, before touching 4,000 dollars in October.

According to a new analysis by CareBdge Global
Ratings, the rise reflects mounting economic,
currency and geopolitical concerns rather than a
short-term market swing.

GOLDISNOLONGER JUSTJEWELLERY

Gold is shifting from a consumer product to a
financial shield. CareEdge says investment demand
in the first half of 2025 has already matched the
entire demand recorded in 2024, driven by concerns
over inflation and market volatility.

“Gold continues to play a multifaceted role in the
global econormy ag a trusted investinent asset and a
strategicreserve for central banks,” the report notes.

By contrast, jewellery demand has started to
moderate as prices remain elevated.

WEAKER DOLLAR, STRONGER GOLD

The US Dollar Index has weakened by around 8.6%
this year, pressured by fiscal concerns, economic
slowdown fears and shifting trade policies.

The dollar’s share in global foreign exchange
reserves has declined from 71.1% in 2000 to 57.8%
m 2024, as central banks gradually diversify.
CareEdge says this trend has reinforced gold’s
appeal ag a “politically neutral, inflation-resistant
store of value.”Even with recent rate cuts by the US
Federal Reserve, policy rates remain elevated,
keeping financial conditions tight.

Spread across

Supreme Court’s AGR order limits relief to Vodafone

ldea, dims hopes for sector-wide reprieve

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Supreme Court’s written order in the
adjusted gross revenue (AGR) case
indicates that the recent relief discussions
remain confined to Vodafone Idea (Vi),
even as other telecom companies had
hoped for a similar breather. The order
clarifies that the govermnment may
reconsider Vi’s dues as a policy matter,
but the scope of this reconsideration does
not extend to other operators such as
Bharti Airtel or Tata Teleservices. This
effectively means that the broader legal
framework defining AGR dues remains
unchanged.he AGR dispute dates back to
a 2019 Supreme Court judgment that
upheld the government’s definition of
revenue, including non-core income such
as rent, interest, and dividends, for the
purpose of calculating licence and
spectrum fees. This ruling saddled
telecom operators with massive
retrospective liabilities. Vodafone Idea’s
dues were crystallised in 2020, when the
Court barred any reassessment for the

M3M India to invest Rs 7,200 crore in Gurgaon

In its latest order, the Supreme Court

period up to 2016-17. However, the
Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) recently issued a fresh demand of
about Rs 9,450 crore, which Vi has
challenged, arguing that a large portion
of the claim overlaps with periods
already settled.

allowed the Centre to review Vi’s dues
but stopped short of reopening the legal
basis of the 2019 ruling. The relief]
therefore, is administrative rather than
judicial and applies only to Vi’s case.
This narrow scope suggests that while
the govemnment can explore measures
such as restructuring, staggered
payments, or interest waivers for Vi, the
underlying AGR liability for the rest of
the sector remains intact.

The development offers Vodafone Idea

some breathing room but also highlights
the continuing uncertainty over its
financial future. The company faces
heavy debt obligations and has warned of
survival risks without meaningful policy

support. The order opens the door for the
government to consider relief options,
though any move favouring a single

operator could raise questions about
parity and regulatory consistency across
the sector.For other telecom companies,
the written order provides liftle comfort.
Telecom major Bharti Airtel and others
remain bound by the earlier verdict, with

International City, expects Rs 12,000 crore revenue

New Delhi.(Agency)

Wednesday announced the launch of
Gurgaon Intermational City (GIC), one
of the largest
integrated city
developments in
Delhi-NCR. The
company will invest
approximately Rs
7,200 crore in the
development, which
1s expected to
generate a topline of
around Rs 12,000
crore.

150
acres, with expansion
planned up to 200
acres, M3M said that GIC represents a
significant breakthrough for them as it
enters the integrated township segment
after establishing leadership in
premium office spaces, commercial
developments, and luxury residences

Gold prices rise on safe-haven
demand, hover near record levels

Commeodity Exchange (MCX)
hovered near Rs119,900 per 10 grams,
reflecting both the firm global trend

Chennai.(Agency)

After a week-long correction, gold prices
began to recover early this week and
extended their gains on
Wednesday (November
5), supperted by sustained
safe-haven demand and a
softer US dollar. Investors
continued to favor bullion
amid persistent global
economic and geopolitical
uncertainties, keeping the
metal close to record
levels.On the international P
market, spot gold fraded & /)&
around $3,970 per ounce, [
up nearly 1 percent from
the previous session. The
movement came as US
Treasury vields and the
dollar index remained
rangebound, offering little resistance
tothe vellow metal’sadvance.

such as Trump Towers and Jacob & Co.
Real estate developer M3M India on Located on the Dwarka Expressway Link
Road, Gurgaon International City
(GIC) is envisioned as a next-

generation,
ecosystem built on the Live-Work-
Unwind model. The first phase of GIC,
spanning 50 acres and RERA-
approved, will include 300 plots, aimed
at fostering innovation, manufacturing

mixed-use urban

"7
%

| participants

excellence, and entrepreneurship in
Harvana's largest & fastest-growing
mvestment corridor, said M3M India in
a statement. The development will

where technology, sustainability, and
human-centric design converge. This
development reflects India's growing
confidence as a destination for
sustainable and investment-led
growth,” said Pankaj.

driven by a combination of safe-haven
flows, sustained central bank and ETF
buying, and investors hedging against

)

integrate data centers,
innovation parks, EV hubs,
retail avenues, and premium
residential zones, creafing a
self-sustained enviromment
for enterprises and
communities alike.”Our
vision is to attract global
corporations such as Google,
Apple, Microsoft, Tesla;
enterprises that represent the
future of innovation and
responsible growth. GIC is
designed as a globally
benchmarked destination

no indication of a sector-wide
reassessment. For instance, Bharti Airtel's
vice-chairman and managing director
Gopal Vittal said on Tuesday that it
will approach the government
regarding the adjusted gross revenue
(AGR)dues it owesto the exchequer.
While commenting for this report, a
senior corporate lawyer from
Mumbai, told The New Indian
Express that the Supreme Court order
reflects the Court’s cautious stance —
preferring case-specific relief for a
distressed player rather than revisiting
settled legal principles.Overall, the
judgment underscores a delicate
balance between maintaining fiscal
discipline and preserving market
competition. The government now
holds the responsibility to decide whether
and how to ease Vi's burden without
undermining the integrity of the AGR
framework. While the possibility of relief
offers Vi temporary hope, the larger
telecom industry continues.

Lenskart IPO GMP falls sharply
before listing. s it heading for a

weak debut?

New Delhi. (Agency)

Allotment of shares for Lenskart Solutions Ltd’s
IPO will be finalised tomorrow, after witnessing
strong investor demand during the subscription
period. The eyewear retailer’s public issue was
subscribed more than 28 times, driven by heavy
participation from institutional and retail
investors.However,
subscription numbers, the grey market premium
(GMP), often seen as an early indicator of listing
performance, has dropped sharply ahead of its
stock market debut, signalling a possibly muted
listing next weel.

Lenskart IPO’s last reported GMP stands at Rs 42,
as of November 5, 2025 (2:01 PM). This marks a
steep decline from earlier levels, indicating
reduced investor enthusiasm in the unlisted
market.

With a price band of Rs 382-402 per share, the
estimated listing price is Rs 444 per share,
translating to a modest 10.45% gain over the issue
price.The fall in GMP suggests that while demand
during the subscription phase was high, traders in
the grey market are now pricing in limited upside
potential, possibly due to valuation concerns and

despite the strong

broader market volatility.

potential volatility in global
markets. A subdued dollar and
stable US vyields further
supported sentiment.

Technically, gold faces
immediate resistance around
the $4,000 per ounce mark,
with support seen near $3,850.
Abreakout above $4,000 could
trigger another round of
momentum buying, while any
rebound in US yields may cap
the upside.

Overall, the trend remains
constructive, with market

watching

IPO SAW STRONG SUBSCRIPTION
ACROSS CATEGORIES

Lenskart’s IPO, which opened for subscription on
October 31 and closed on November 4, received
an overall subscription of 28.27 times, as per
exchange data.The category-wise breakdown
shows retail investors subscribed 7.56 times,
Qualified Institutional Buyers (QIBs): 40.36
times, and Non-Institutional Investors (NIls):
1R.23 times.

Analysts said this strong response reflects the
company’s brand strength and its leading position
in India’s growing eyewear market.However,
they also cautioned that oversubseription does not
always guarantee strong listing gains.“The IPO
saw an overwhelming rush from investors across
the board. That said, while the numbers look
stellar on paper, such heavy oversubscription
often reflects short-term market excitement rather
than deep conviction in the company’s
fundamentals,” said Gaurav Garg, Research
Analyst at Lemonn Markets Desk. The Lenskart
Solutions IPO is a book-built issue worth Rs
7,278.02 crore, consisting of a fresh issue of Rs
2,150 crore (5.35 crore shares} and an offer for

— sale (OFS}) of Rs 5,128.02 crore (12.76 crore

and mild rupee weakness against the
US dollar. Silver also moved higher,
tracking gains in bullion.

In the domestic market, gOld onthe Multi Rullion market analysts say the raﬂy was

Federal Reserve’s rate outlook, which
will likely determine the next major
move in gold prices.

upcoming US inflation and
jobs data for cues on the

shares) by existing shareholders.The price band
for the IPO was fixed between Rs 382 and Rs 402
per share, with a lot size of 37 shares. For retail
investors, the minimum investment stood at Rs
14,874 at theupper price band.

More trouble for Anil Ambam's Reliance Group as
Corporate Affairs ministry launches probe

More trouble for Anil
Ambani's Reliance
Group, Corporate
Affairs ministry
launches probe into
fund diversion

New Delhi.(Agency)

The regulatory net has tightened further
around Anil Ambani’s Reliance Group.
After ongoing scrutiny by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED}), Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBl} and the
Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI)}, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(MCA) has initiated a fresh probe into
alleged diversion of funds across multiple
group companies, including Reliance
Infrastructure, Reliance
Communications, Reliance Commercial
Financeand CLE PvtLtd.

According to sources, the case has now

been transferred to the Serious Fraud
Investigation Office (SFIO) after the
MCA’s preliminary findings indicated
large-scale siphoning of funds and major
violations under the
Companies Act. The SFIO
is expected to investigate
the flow of money across
group entities and pinpoint
responsibility at the senior
management level. Action
will follow based on the
outcome of the probe.The
move comes at a time when
ED has stepped up
enforcement against the
debtridden conglomerate.
Earlier this week, the
agency attached assets
worth nearly Rs 7,500 crore
belonging to Reliance Group firms.

ED officials said the attached properties

include 30 assets of Reliance
Infrastructure, along with properties
linked to Adhar Property Consultancy,
Mohanbir Hi-tech Build, Gamesa
Investment Management, Vihaan43

Realty and Campion Properties. These
attachments are comnected to what
authorities describe as a multi-crore bank
fraud case involving Reliance
Infrastructure.

The ED’s case centres around loans raised

by Reliance Communications (RCOM}
and ifs group companies between 2010
and 2012. As per the agency, the
ouftstanding dues stand at Rs 40,185 crore,
with five banks declaring the loan
accounts fraudulent.Investigators say

funds were diverted across group entities,

funnelled to related parties and even used

to repay older borrowings in violation of

loan conditions. The ED has alleged that

money raised for business operations
instead went toward what it
calls “evergreening” of'existing
debt.

“From around 2010-12 onwards,
RCOM and its group
companies raised thousands of
crores from Indian banks, of
which Rs 19,694 crore still
remains outstanding. These
assets turned NPA, with five
banks having declared
RCOM’s loan accounts as
fraud,” the agency said in its
statement, noting that multiple
Reliance Anil Ambani Group
entities were involved in the

diversion of funds.The ED estimates that

at least Rs 13,600 crore was diverted
through layered transactions, and alleges
that a portion of funds moved overseas.

Reliance Home Finance, Reliance

Commercial Finance, Reliance

Infrastructure and Reliance.
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Ghazipur landfill site to be fully cleared by 2027, swiewssica” "™
MCD to set up 4 processing facilities: Panel chief

New Delhi. (Agency)
The Birsa Ambedkar Phule Students’
Association (BAPSA) on Tuesday expressed
deep concern over the death of a 19-year-old
Delhi University (DU) student, alleging that
Agency New Delhi. metric tonnes (MT) of municipal solid Additionally, 10 acres of land have been  Singhola (700 TPD), Okhla (1,400 TPD), institutional pressure and systemic neglect
The Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD)  waste MS\V)lis generated daily in Delhi. reclaimed at lthe Integrated MSW andNarelafBawana(l,ZQO TPD) . drove her to take her own life.The student, a
has announced that the Ghazipur landfill ~ The Corporation currently operates four  ProcessingFacility at Narela-Bawana. The total cost for th‘ese projects is estimated first-year Dalit undergraduate at Deshbandhu
site will be completely clga:red by the.end WTE plants — Narela- at 361.4}2 crore. Delhl College, was found dead at her residence in
of 2027. MCD Standing Committee Bawana (1,300 TPD), Mayor Raja Igbal Singh said Govindpuri on November 1. She was the sister
Chairperson Satya Sharma made the Okhla (1,550 TPD), the proposals have been of Raj Ratan Rajoriya, the presidential
statement during an inspection of the  Tehkhand (2,000 TPD) approved, and tenders have candlde Trtie Jawahaﬂ;l Nehru University
garbage mound at the Delhi-Noida border  and Ghazipur (1,300 been invited for their Students’ Union (JNUSU) representing
on Tuesday, where she reviewed the TPD)— witha combined development. These plants BAPSA
progress of biomining and waste disposal  processing capacity of are expected to become e R TR . ——
work. 6,550 tonmes per day. operational within six nalisati £ underprivileced student
The Corporation informed that biomining at Despite these facilities, months, ensuring 100% m.arh%m‘;l)llsjatlog E lun ker};erl egqblsu eni
Ghazipur is currently in its second phase.  there remains a gap of scientific processing of gltl}? an :Ll"}? ack o aiccess% © mgn‘;la
Once completed, the third phase will 4,712 TPD, which Delhi’s waste.The Mayor CRICH SSUDPOE, Tos STOUD @lse cliticised fag
begin, for which plans have already been  continues to be dumped at added that MCD is working hand@mg of the case ‘by pthe officials,
prepared and tenders will be issued the Bhalswa, Okhla and on a war footing to alleging that Qfﬂcers arrived Wlth‘om a} dOFtor
soon.MCD also plans to establish a new Ghazipur landfill | remediate and eliminate the and asked Rajoriya tO_ check his sister’s vitals
Waste-to-Energy (WTE) plant at the sites.Since 2019, MCD & Bhalswa, Ghazipur and beforever})allydeclarmg her dead. ‘
Ghazipur site to process waste and has been carrying out : Okhla landfill sites, aiming The student’s body was handed‘ovcrtohcr family
generate energy. Officials have been biomining of legacy EEEEs to make Delhi clean and on November 2, after which .thcy l§ft .for
directed to install additional machines to  waste at the three pollution-free. Madhya Pradesh for the last rites. Rajoriya,
reduce the height of the garbage mound  dumpsites. So far, 25 acres of land have Regular inspections by MCD officials and
and use modern technology to accelerate  been reclaimed at Bhalswa, 10 acres at councillors are being conducted to monitor
the biomining process. Okhlaand about 7.2 acres at Singhola after progress and ensure sustainable waste
According to MCD data, around 11,500  silt waste biomining. management across the capital.

To bridge the waste processing gap and
prevent fresh dumping, MCD has decided
to develop four new solid waste processing
facilities — at Bhalswa (1,800 TPD),

who was scheduled to deliver his presidential

address at INU the same day, could notattend.
BAPSA also raised concerns about systemic

issues, noting that only about one percent of

67% turnout recorded in
INUSU polls, results to be
announced on November 6

Agency New Delhi.

Voting for the Jawaharlal Nehru University Students’
Union (INUSU) elections concluded on Tuesday with a
voter tumout of 67 per cent. Students from various
schools lined up at polling booths from morning till late
evening to elect representatives for the university’s
central panel and school-level councillors. According to
INUSU Election Committee members, vote counting
was scheduled to begin at 9 pm, with final results
expected on November 6.

This year’s election saw 20 candidates vying for the four
key central posts — President, Vice-President, General
Secretary, and Joint Secretary — including seven

contenders for the presidential seat. The polls witnessed
a mix of first-time voters and senior students, marking a
revival of enthusiasm in campus politics following a
week-long, high-energy campaign. Multiple student
organisations, including the Left Unity and the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP}, ran high-decibel
campaigns across hostels and academic blocks.

Core issues dominating this year’s electoral discourse
included campus infrastructure, hostel accommodation,
rising fees, student safety, and access to academic
resources. The Left Unity bloc focused on protecting
campus democracy, opposing fee hikes, and ensuring
inclusive education, while the ABVP highlighted
student welfare initiatives and infrastructural
improvements. The results on November 6 will reveal
whether the Left continues its dominance or if a shift in
student sentiment reshapes the university’s political
landscape.

Neglect derails revival of
Shahjahanabad

Agency New Delhi.
Four years after its grand relaunch, the Shahjahanabad

Redevelopment Project—meant to restore the
historic charm of Old Delhi—remains mired in
neglect and administrative paralysis. The
redeveloped stretch, once showcased as a model for
heritage renewal, is now grappling with basic
maintenance issues, prompting the Shahjahanabad
Redevelopment Corporation (SRDC) to seck an
urgent estimate from the Public Works Department
on the funds required for essential upkeep.

The pathway laid in 2021, stretching from Jain Mandir
to Fatehpuri Masjid, and the improved infrastructure
m Chandni Chowk have apparently turned into
informal shelters for a growing number of homeless
mdividuals, beggars, and vagabonds. Their constant
presence—sleeping, squatting, eating, and engaging
in unhygienic practices—has transformed the
redeveloped stretch into a site of contention.

Despite multiple inspections and orders, the area
continues to reflect a “sight of negligence.” The
redeveloped Chandni Chowk market was
maugurated in September 2021 by then Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal Meanwhile, the ambitious
second phase of the Shahjahanabad Redevelopment
Project, aimed at revitalising the historic heart of Old
Delhi, has come to a standstill. Despite its cultural
and urban significance, the project has been
languishing in limbo due to administrative inertia.

“We are currently focused on maintaining what has
already been developed. The PWD has been asked to
prepare an estimate for maintenance funds as the
condition of the redeveloped stretch is deteriorating
fast,” said Sunil, Deputy General Manager, SRDC.

The situation has been further compounded by an
institutional vacuum at SRDC. The corporation has
been functioning without a chairperson since July
2025, while several key members have been
transferred. Senior officials admitted that in the
absence of a board, no policy decisions or project
reviews can be undertaken.

According to officials, all

India, Indonesia close to sealing BrahMos
missile deal; Russia’s nod awaited

Agency New Delhi.

Indiaand Indonesiaare all setto finalisea

major defence deal for the purchase of
the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile,
pending final approval from
Russia, defence sources
told India Today.

negotiations and
discussions between New
Delhi and Jakarta have been |
completed, and the [
agreement is ready for

signing once Moscow gives §
its consent.lf approved, the
deal will mark a significant
milestone in India’s defence
export ambitions,
underscoring its growing
capability to deliver
cutting-edge milifary technology to
strategic partners.The proposed
agreement follows India’s landmark
USD 375 million BrahMes deal with

the Philippines in April 2023, under
which Manila is set to receive three
missile batteries. The BrahMos
system, with a range of 290 kilometres

and a speed of Mach 2.8, has greatly
bolstered the Philippines’ coastal
defence capabilities.Indonesia’s
mterest in acquiring the BrahMos
aligns with its broader defence

modernisation efforts and regional

security objectives. The potential deal

is also expected to strengthen bilateral

defence ties, especially after Indonesia
joined the BRICS group in
January 2024, deepening its
strategic partnerships with
member nations, including
India.

Jointly developed by India’s
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO} and Russia’s NPO
Mashinostroyenia, the
BrahMos missile is among the
fastest supersonic cruise
missiles in the world.
Renowned for its precision,
versatility, and ability to be
launched from land, sea, and

air platforms, the system has attracted

growing interest from Southeast Asian
nations amid evolving geopolitical
dynamics.

Delhi sixth most polluted city, reveals study

Agency New Delhi.
Air quality across the National Capital

Region (NCR} deteriorated sharply
in October, with the latest analysis
by the Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air (CREA)
showing that all 10 of India’s most
polluted cities were located within
the region.Dharuhera in Haryana
topped the list with a monthly
average PM2.5 concentration of 123
ng/m?*, followed by Rohtak,
Ghaziabad, Noida, Ballabgarh, Delhi,
Bhiwadi, Greater Noida, Hapur, and
Gurgaon.

Delhi ranked sixth, recording an average
PM2.5 level of 107 pg/m*—mnearly
three times higher than the 36 pg/m*
logged in September. According to
CREA’s analysis, the capital breached
the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) on most days,
registering 13 “very poor” and four
“poor” air quality days during the
month.

o r
| 148

.

Despite stubble buming contributing

less than six per cent of Delhi’s PM2.5
levels, pollution soared, underscoring
the role of local and year-round
emission sources such as vehicular
traffic, construction dust, and
industrial activities.Manoj Kumar,
analyst at CREA, said, “Winter and
festive periods don’t create India’s
pollution problem, they expose it.
These seasonal spikes merely amplify
baseline pollution levels that remain
dangerously high throughout the year.”

He added that reactive, short-term

measures like the Graded Response

Action Plan are inadequate without
sector-specific emission cuts
backed by accountability. Overall,
air quality worsened across the
Indo-Gangetic Plain, with a
significant shift in cities moving
into higher pollution categories.In
October, the number of cities with
“good” air (0-30 ug/m?®) dropped
from 179 in September to 68, while
those with “moderate” and “poor”
air rose sharply. Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh each contributed four cities to
the top ten list, reflecting NCR's
continued dominance in India’s
pollution rankings.In contrast,
southern and northeastern cities fared
far better.
Shillong in Meghalava emerged as the
cleanest city in October with an
average PM2.5 level of 10 pg/md,
followed by several cities in Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu that consistently
remained within national air quality
standards.

DU students receive hostel accommodation,
forcing many to live in stressful and insecure
conditions. Police have launched an inquiry
into the matter.

Delhi HC slams media for

sensational reporting trend

Agency New Delhi.
The Delhi High Court on Tuesday said it has

become a “disturbing trend” that some
“innocuous” remarks made by courts during
hearings are being reported by the media
metely to create sensation.

The court said such reports, which often have no
bearing on the merits of a case, are presented to
spark curiosity and attract public attention,
disregarding that such remarks do not form part
of judicial proceedings.Justice Neena Bansal
Krishna made the observations while hearing a
plea by businessman and A gustaWestland case
accused Shravan Gupta, who claimed that
certain false and defamatory news reports
published in July targeted the reputation of his
counsel, senior advocate Vikas Pahwa.“This is
not the mandate for the media, which must
ensure accuracy and avoid unnecessary
sensationalisation by taking innocuous remarks
out of context and reporting them ag the main
event,” the court said.

It noted that an inmocuous comment about
repeated adjournments was wrongly attributed
to Pahwato create agensational story. The court
said reputed media houses should themselves
decide whether such content should continue to
remain online.

In the same order, the High Court dismissed
Gupta’s plea to quash a non-bailable warrant
(NBW) issued against him in a money
laundering case linked to the AgustaWestland
VVIP chopper scam, and rejected his request to
join the probe via video conferencing. Justice
Krishna said Gupta’s repeated avoidance of
investigation justified the NBW, noting that his
fear of arrest was “migplaced” as the law
provides remedies once he appears before the
court.

Gupta, former executive vice-chairman of Emaar
MGF Land Limited, is accused by the
Enforcement Drirectorate of laundering over
28 crore in kickbacks through oftshore
entities. An Interpol Red Notice was issued
against him in August 2023,

Criteria sought for deaf sportspersons’ award

The Delhi High Court has directed the Centre to
frame criteria for conferring the Major Dhyan
Chand Khel Ratna Award 2025 on hearing-
impaired sportspersons, noting that the existing
norms discriminate against them compared to
para-athletes.

Terror watchdog praises India's asset
recovery regime, calls ED model agency

In its newly-published report "Asset Recovery Guidance and Best Practices", the FATF recognised India among jurisdictions that have implemented robust legal and

Agency New Delhi.
The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), a

global terror funding watchdog, has
praised India’s asset recovery regime
and cited the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) as a model agency.In its newly-
published report “Asset Recovery
Guidance and Best Practices”, the FATF
recognised India among jurisdictions
that have implemented robust legal and
operational systems for effective
confiscation and management of assets
linked to ctime and money laundering.

The report highlighted India’s proactive
use of both conviction-based and non-
conviction-based confiscation
provisions and credits the ED for its
coordination with foreign counterparts
in cases pursued under mutual legal
assistance treaties.

The terror watchdog noted that the ED's

asset recovery strategy reflected

driven appreach”™ to financ

investigations, aligning with the revised

FATF standards that call for making
assel recovery a national policy
priority.

It also commended India’s legislative

framework under the Prevention of

Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
which enables swift freezing,

attachment, and confiscation of

criminal proceeds even before
conviction.
The report further referred to India’s

113

ial

a  prosecution in financial crime cases.
mature, well-resourced, and technology- FATF cited India’s international
cooperation record, including successful INDIAAMONG GLOBALLEADERS
repatriation of assets from foreign Through these cases, FATF underscored

operational systems for effective confiscation and management of assets linked to crime and money laundering.

in depriving criminals of illicit wealth,”
the report said.

that India’s agset recovery regime
“reflects a sophisticated institutional
framework that prioritises restitution
and transparency.”lt recognised the
ED’s integration of financial
intelligence with enforcement and
judicial coordination, resulting in swift
freezing and disposal of criminal
assets. The FATF report concluded that
India’s approach aligns with its new
2023-24 asset recovery standards,

effective inter-agency coordination

between the Financial Intelligence Unit
(FIU-IND),
Investigation (CBI), and ED, calling it a
model for jurisdictions seeking to
integrate intelligence, enforcement, and

Central Bureau of

jurisdictions, as evidence of a maturing
asset recovery ecosystem.“India’s
performance, particularly through the
ED, illustrates how consistent policy,
legal empowerment, and institutional
coordination can lead to tangible results

encouraging early financial
investigation, inter-agency cooperation,
and public-benefit reuse of recovered
assets. It urged other member nations to
replicate India’s victim-focused
recovery model.
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Democrat Zohran Mamdani | A\ BO"YWOOd touch in Zohran MCII‘I‘ICICII‘Ii'S
victory speech ft Dhoom Machale

is New York City's 1st
Indian-origin Muslim mayor

World . (Agency}

Zohran Kwame Mamdani is the winner of New York
City’s mayoral race, making history as the first
Muslim, first Indian-origin, and first Afiican-born
mayor of America's biggest city and financial capital.

Mamdani’s victory caps a meteoric rise for the once-
underdog candidate, whose working-class message
and personal charisma energised voters across New
York’s five boroughs. His win also marks a major
moment for the progressive Democrats at a time
when the party is divided over how to counter US
President Donald Trump.

The self-proclaimed democratic socialist defeated
former New York Govermnor Andrew Cuomo for the
second time, after first toppling him in the June
Democratic primary. Republican Curtis Sliwa, who
stayed in the race despite Trump’s jibes, trailed far
behind.

‘When Mamdani (34) is sworn in on January 1, he will
also become New York’s youngest mayor in more
than a century.More than 2 million New Yorkers
voted in the election, making it the city’s highest
turnout for a mayoral race since 1969, according to
the Board of Elections.Conceding after most major
outlets called the election for Mamdani, Curtis Sliwa
vowed to stay in New York and continue the fight.

"We will hold the mayor-elect to make sure that he
serves all the people and that socialism does not
replace capitalism,"” the Republican said, as quoted by
NBC News.

26/11: Did Pak president's
nuclear no-first-use offer
trigger 151 to attack India?

World.(Agency)

Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardan's spokesperson
says the Mumbai 26/11 attacks were a response to his
offer of a 'no first use' (of nuclear weapons} to India.
In "The Zardari Presidency: Now It Must Be Told',
Farhatullah Babar writes how Zardari made the ne
first use' offer via a satellite link interview to senior
Indian journalist Karan Thapar at a summit
organised by amediahouse in New Delhi.

India and Pakistan both tested nuclear weapons in May
1998 within days of each other. India's nuclear
doctrine states it will not be the first to use nuclear
weapons in any conflict. Pakistan hasno such policy,
and its leadership has openly threatened the use of
nuelear weapons at the start of a war with India.
Pakistan is the only nuclear-weapon state where the
military directly controls nuclear weapons.The so-
called red lines' for Pakistan's nuclear weapons use
were articulated in 2002 by Lt General Khalid
Kidwai, who headed the Pakistan army's strategic
plans division. All use cases are in response to
conventional actions by India— from occupation of
territory, military strikes, to political destabilisation
and economic warfare.

"Within four days of the (Zardari) interview, on
November 26, 2008, gunmen launched coordinated
attacks for three days in Mumbai, targeting two
hotels, a Jewish centre, a tourist restaurant, and a
busy frain station, killing 166 people. Pakistani
mvestigators found that the attackers were launched
from Pakistani soil," Babar writes. "It brought the
fwo countries closer to war in years and dashed all
hopes ofpeace.

"THE 26/11 MUMBATATTACKS

Babar's version is not borne out by facts.The ten LeT
terrorists sailed out of Karachi in an LeT vessel, the
Al Husseini, on the evening of November 21. When
Zardari spoke at the summit on November 22, the 10
terrorists were already off the coast of Gujarat. On
November 23, the terrorists hijacked an Indian
fishing trawler, the Kuber, and continued sailing
until they reached the coast of South Mumbai on
November 26, where they landed in arubber.

'Life or death’: Trump calls
tariff case "one of the most
important’ in US history

Washington .(Agency)

The US Supreme Court will hear arguments
Wednesday on whether a wide swath of Donald
Trump's tariffs are lawful, in a landmark case that
could uphold, or upend the president’s economic
agenda.Billions of dollars in customs revenue and
akey lever in Trump's trade wars are at stake, while
the conservative-dominated court once again
grapples with novel tests of presidential authority.

Trump has hyped the case as "one of the most
important” in US history and warned of calamity if
his tariffs are overturned.This "case is, literally,
LIFE OR DEATH for owr Country," he posted
Tuesday on his Truth Social platform.

The high court's nine justices will consider Trump's
use of emergency powers to impose so-called
"reciprocal” fariffs on nearly every US frade
partner, as well as levies targeting Mexico, Canada

and China over their alleged roles n illicit drug
flows.

Opponents argue that such broad tariffs are not
permitted by the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), the law cited by
Trump in issuing the levies. The court's decision,
which could take months to arrive, does not
concern sector-specific tariffs Trump imposed,
including on steel, aluminum and automeobiles.

Since returning to the White House, Trump has
brought the overall average effective taniff rate to
its highest since the 1930s.

Alower court ruled in May that Trump exceeded his
authority in imposing his global duties, a decision
affirmed on appeal, prompting Trump to take the
fight to the Supreme Court."If a President was not
able to quickly and nimbly use the power of Tariffs,
we would be defenseless, leading perhaps even to
the ruination of our Nation," Trump argued Sunday
on Truth Social.

Zohran Mamdani has etched his place in
history as New York City's first Muslim
mayor, the first of South Asian heritage
and the first to be born in Africa. He
will also become the city's youngest

mavor In more than a century when he
takes office on January 1, 2026.

World . (Agency)
Indian-origin Zohran Mamdani has been
elected mayor of New York City, marking a
historic rise for the 34-year-old state
lawmaker, who is set to become the city’s
first Muslim mayor. As he concluded his
victory speech surrounded by family, the
celebrations took a Bollywood tum.As he
concluded his speech and waved to the
cheering crowd, the superhit song ‘Dhoom
Machale” from the 2004 Bollywood
action-thriller Dhoom' played in the

background. The tune perfectly captured
the “dhoom™ he created with his historic
victory.He was joined on stage by his artist
wife Rama Duwaji, acclaimed
filmmaker mother Mira Nair and
academic father Mahmood
Mamdani.

With his victory, the self-described
democratic socialist has etched his
place in history as New York City’s
first Muslim mayor, the first of
South Asian heritage and the first
fo be borm in Aftica.He will also
become the city’s youngest mayor
in more than a century when he
takes office on January 1,
2026.Zohran Mamdani defeated
former New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo and Republican Curtis
Sliwa. More than 2 million New Yorkers
cast ballots in the contest, the largest
furnout in a mayoral race in more than 50
years, according to the city’s Board of
Elections.

While addressing a roaring crowd at his

victory party in the early hours of

the day before.”

Wednesday, the mayor-elect claimed that “Standing before you, I think of the words of

he was "far from the perfect candidate.""l

am young, despite my best efforts to grow
older. I am Muslim. I am a democratic

socialist. And most damning of all, [ refuse
to apologise for any of this. New York,
tonight you have delivered a mandate for
change,” he said, while vowing to "wake
up each morming with a singular purpose:
To make this city better for you than it was

Jawaharlal Nehru, a moment comes, but
rarely in history, when we step out
fromthe old to thenew, when an age
ends and when the soul of a nation
long suppressed finds utterance.
Tonight, we have stepped out from
the old into the new," the mayor-
elect stressed.Zohran Mamdani
challenged President Donald
Trump, asserting that New York
will be powered by immigrants and
will be “led by an immigrant”.

“To get to any of us, you will have to
get through all of us. We refuseto let
them dictate the rules of the game
anymore. They can play by the

same rules as the rest of us. Together, we
will usher in a generation of change and if
we embrace this brave new course, rather
than fleeing from it, we can respond to
oligarchy and authoritarianism with the
strength it fears, not the appeasement it
craves,” he said.

Trump's risky gamble: Why the U.S. is
hosting Syria's ex-Jihadist President

World . (Agency)

In a move making global headlines,
.S, President Donald Trump is all set
to host Syrian President Ahmed al-
Sharaa at the White House, the first-
gver visit by a Syrian leader to
Washington. The meeting,

expected on November 10, /
marks a historic moment in Terrorist -
U.S.-Syria relati and a MUHAMMAD (

yria telations an AL-JAWLANI | 78 5

deeply controversial one.

Ahmed al-Sharaa isn’t your oo

regular statesman. Before
becoming Syria’s president, he
was known to the world as Abu
Mohammed al-Golani, a former
al-Qaeda commander with a
$10 million T.S. bounty on his
head. He once fought American
troops in Iraq and spent years in U.S.
custody. Fast-forward to 2025, and
the same man 1s walking into the
White House, not as a prisoner but as
a guest ofhonour.

The visit follows a quiet meeting

Stop This ~

between Trump and al-Sharaa in
Saudi Arabia earlier this year, the first
encounter between the two nations’
leaders in 25 vears, since Hafez al-
Assad met Bill Clinton in 2000. For

Washington, this isn’t merely about
Syria. It’s about realpolitik — cold,
calculated diplomacy dressed up as
reconciliation.

On paper, the official agenda is to sign

an agreement for Syria to join the
U.S.-led coalition against ISIS. But
beneath the surface, there’s far more

at play.For Trump, hosting al-Sharaa
could serve three key goals. First, it’s
a foreign policy win ahead of the
elections, a chance to appear as the
peacemaker who “brought Syria back
into the fold.” Second, it’s a
way to counter Russian
influence in Damascus,
particularly after al-Sharaa’s
recent meeting with Vladimir
Putin in Moscow, where he
vowed to “restore and redefine”
ties with Russia.And third, the
Israel factor. The U.S. is
pushing for a broader West Asia
peace framework, especially
after Israel and Hamas recently
implemented a fragile ceasefire
and hostage deal. Tramp wants to
rally regional players, including
former pariahs like Syria, to stabilise
the post-war order. The White House
likely views al-Sharaa as a necessary,
if controversial, player in shaping
what comesnext.

Pakistani man jailed for 40 years in US for
smuggling Iranian weapons to Houthis

world.(Agency}

A Pakistani national in the US has been
sentenced to 40 years in prison for
charges relating to transporting
Iranian-made advanced
conventional weaponty.

Muhammad Pahlawan was
convicted in June this year by a
federal jury for conspiring to
provide material support and
resources to terrorists, providing
material support and resources to 4
Iran’s weapons of mass |@
destruction programme, @
providing material support o the g2
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps’ weapons of mass
destruction programme, and
conspiring and transporting explosive
devices to the Houthis, knowing those
explosives would be used to cause
harm and threatening his crew.

He was sentenced last month to 40 years

in prison for the charges.According to
court records and evidence presented
during trial, on the night of January 11,

2024, US Cenfral Command Navy
forces operating from the USS LEWIS
B PULLER, including Navy SEALs
and members of the US Coast Guard
Maritime Security Response Team
East, boarded an unflagged dhow, a

small vessel, in the Arabian Sea off the

coast of Somalia.The US boarding

team encountered 14 individual

mariners on the vessel, including
Pahlawan.

: 5/ During a search of the dhow, the US

boarding team located and seized
Iranian-made advanced
conventional weaponry,
including ballistic missile
components, anti-ship cruise
missile components, and a
warhead.The type of weaponry
found aboard the dhow was
consistent with the weaponry
used by the Houthi rebel forces
during the time of the charged
conspiracy against merchant ships and
US military ships in the Red Sea and
Gulf of Aden after the October 7
Hamas attack in Israel, the US Justice
Department said.

Democrat Ghazala Hashmi is
Virginia's 1st Indian-American,
Muslim Lieutenant Governor

World . {(Agency)

Democrat Ghazala Hashmi made history Tuesday,
winning Virginia’s race for lieutenant governor and
becoming the first Indian American and first Muslim
to hold statewide office in the Commonwealth. She
defeated Republican John Reid, a Richmond
broadcaster.

Hashmi, currently a state senator representing a district
southof Richmend, emerged as aprominent figure in
Virginia politics after first winning election in 2019
by flipping a Republican-held seat. Her victory
Tuesday cements her as one of the most visible
Democrats in a state where political tides have
swung shatply in recent years.

In her victory speech, Hashmi thanked voters for
“believing in a Virginia that embraces its diversity
and its shared future.” She added, “As a daughter of
immigrants and as a lifelong educator, I know that
our strength lies in learning from one another -- and
inensuring opportunity for every Virginian.”She has
pledged to push for progressive reforms, including a
repeal of Virginia’s Right to Work law, which she
argues undermines workers’ rights. Hashmi has also
hinted at a tense relationship with President Donald
Trump, now in his second term, calling his
administration “worse than the first time around”
and accusing him of surrounding himself with
“villainous creatures.”As lieutenant governor,
Hashmi will serve a eritical role in guiding
legislation through a closely divided General
Assembly and representing the next generation of
Democratic leadership ina changing Virginia.

“Tonight, Virginia proved once again that our diversity
is our greatest strength,” Hashmi said. “We are not
turning back — we are moving forward, together.”

Hashmi’s win is historic on multiple fronts. In addition
to breaking barriers as the first Indian American,
Muslim, and South Asian elected to statewide office
in Virginia, she will now preside over the state
Senate, wielding the gavel in a chamber narrowly
controlled by Democrats. Born in Hyderabad, India,
and raised in Georgia, Hashmi built her career ag an
educator before entering politics. She holds a
doctorate in American literature from Emory
University and previously taught at the University of
Richimond and J Sargeant Reynolds Community
College, where she served as the first director of its
Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning.

Her campaign emphasised public education, Medicaid
expansion, and protecting abortion rights, while also
highlighting environmental protection, climate
action, and affordable housing — all issues that align
closely with the Dremocratic platform.

Step out from old to new: NYC mayor-elect
Mamdani quotes Nehru in victory speech

World . (Agency)

New York City's Mayor-elect Zohran

Mamdani invoked the words of India’s
first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, as
he addressed cheering supporters
following his historic victory.Mamdani, a
34-year-old demeocratic socialist, became
the first Muslim, Indian-origin, and
African-born person to lead America's
biggest city after defeating former New
York Governor Andrew Cuomo in a high-
voltage race."Standing before you, I'm
reminded of Jawaharlal Nehmu'’s words,"
Mamdani said, before quoting from
Nehru'siconic "Tryst with Destiny' speech.

" A moment comes but rarely in history when
we step out from the old to the new, when
an age ends and when the soul of a nation
long suppressed finds utterance," he said,
echoing the words delivered by the former
Prime Minister when India attained
freedom at midnight.

"Tonight, New York has done just that,"

Mamdani asserted.Ie went on to say that
this new era would deliver "clarity, vision

multicultural identity with a message of
working-class empowerment and social

ensured that he comfortably edged out
Andrew Cuomo and Republican Curtis

and bold leadership" for
New Yorkers, instead of
excuses. He also called out
US President Donald
Trump, who has proven to
be a relentless detractor of
the Demaocrat.

"If anyone can show a nation
betrayed by Donald Trump
how to defeat him, it is the
city that gave rise tohim...In
this moment of political
darkness, New York will be
the light," he said.

Mamdani's decision to quote
Nehru was not only a
promise of renewal for
young, immigrant, blue-
collar workers struggling to get by, but also
a nod to his Indian roots. The moment
underlined how his campaign fused his

He

Justice.
In a matter of months, his progressive
grassroots campaign and fresh-faced
charm powered his stunning ascent, and

Sliwa in the mayoral race.
Mamdani’s victory is being
seen as a milestone for
diverse representation and
a major win for the
progressive wing of the
Democratic Party. His
campaign focused on
affordability, housing
reform, and taxing the
ultra-rich to fund welfare
programmes.Born in
Uganda to scholar
Mahmood Mamdani and
filmmaker Mira Nair,
Mamdani moved to New
York as a child and grew
up in Queens, where he

launched his political career. He will take
office on January 1 as the city’s youngest
mayor inmeore than a century.
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Manchester United's
situation is sad, Amorim
cannof work wonders:

Cristiano Ronaldo

New Delhi. (Agency)

Cristiano Ronaldo has admitted that seeing
the current state of Manchester United
makes him "sad", saying the club he still
holds close to his heart lacks structure and
direction. The Portuguese legend also
defended current manager Ruben Amorim,
msisting that the coach is "doing his best"
but cannot be expected to perform miracles
given the situation at Old Trafford. Amorim
recently guided United to three consecutive
wins for the first time since taking charge
but saw his side held to a 2-2 draw by
Nottmgham Forest on Saturday - a result
that coincided with his first anniversary in
charge. The Portuguese coach's first season
at the club was a turbulent one, as United
finished a dismal 14th in the Premier League
and went trophyless after losing the Europa
League final, ultimately missing out on
European qualification altogether.

Ronaldo, who left Manchester United in
November 2022 following an explosive
interview with Piers Morgan, believes that
while Amorim is doing his best, the club's
problemsrun far deeper.

"I'm sad because it's one of the most important
clubs in the world, a club that I still have in
my heart," the Al Nassr forward told Morgan
in a recent interview. "You have to work
with smart people to create a base for the
future as Manchester did so many vears ago
with Nicky Buit, Gary [Neville], [Roy]
Keane, [David] Beckham - they became big
players but had youth. Manchester United
right now don't have a structure.

"l hope that changes in the present future
because the potential of the club is amazing.
It's one of the most important clubs of the
century... We all have to be honest and say
they are not in a good path. They need to
change. It's not only about the coach and
players, in my opinion, it's much
more."Ronaldo, who spent six glittering
years at Old Trafford during his first spell,
winning three Premier League titles and a
Champions League, said he feels genuine
pain watching his former club struggle.

Once trolled as the
worst, Mahaveer
Raghunathan's comeback
keeps F1 dream alive

New Delhi. (Agency)

When Mahaveer Raghunathan entered the
world of motorsports, he would never have
expected the roller-coaster ride he was about
to endure — both on and off the track.
Starting his jouwrney in karting in his
hometown of Chennai, moving through
Formula?2, and even test-driving an F1 car, it
mifially seemed that things were going to be
smooth sailing for the 26-year-old.

But what followed was something
Raghunathan could never have predicted.
The Indian driver found himselfat the centre
of massive online trolling during his F2 stint
with MP Motorsport in 2019. Raghunathan
collected numercus penalty points that
season, even getting banned after
accumulating nine during the French Grand
Prix. To make matters worse, he finished last
in the standings with just a single point to his
name.This led people on social media and
ather platforms to mockingly call him the
“GOAT of motorsports” and “Lord
Mahaveer.” But as they say, the comeback is
always stronger than the setback. Today,
Raghunathan finds himself competing in the
Italian GT Championship with AF Corse in
the Pro-Am class —and enjoying success.

Raghunathan capped off his 2025 season in
the GT Championship with a P1 finish in
Race 2 and an overall P6 in the standings.
India Today caught up with the Indian
driver, where he opened up about his
journey, how he bounced back from the
massive frolling he faced, and his Formula 1
ambitions.

THESTART

Raghunathan said he started racing at the age
of 11 with karting and was the first person in
his family to be addicted to the thrill of
speed. Like many young boys in India, he
was fascinated by cars and motorsport from
an early age.

"I started racing at the age of 11, so it was 2010
by karting. Before that, I did my schooling
in Chennai and I completed my schooling in
Chennai. I'm the first person from my family
fo start racing because others were all
professionals, so I'm the first generation to
come into motorsports.”

"Before coming into karting, I was very keen
and very interested in cars and just basically
anything about speed, whether it's on cars or
bikes. So that's how I found the passion in
motorsports and | started karting from there.
Now, my whole life is around racing," said
Raghunathan.

World-class Arshdeep Singh understands
why he gets dropped: India bowling coach

India bowling coach Morne Morkel

has backed left-arm pacer Arshdeep
Singh, calling him a world-class
bowler who understands the team's
decision to experiment with
different combinations ahead of the

T20 World Cup next year.

New Delhi. (Agency)

India bowling coach Merne Morkel
explained that India's leading wicket-taker
in T20lIs, Arshdeep Singh, is a world-class
pacer and that leaving out experienced
players like him is part of the team's plan to
experiment with new combinations and
build backups ahead of next year's T20
World Cup.

The Indian team management has, on several
occasions, opted for Harshit Rana ahead of
Arshdeep inrecent matches. Despite facing

criticism for being left out of crucial

at the Bellerive Oval in Hobart on Sunday.

as aplayer, is uncontrollable.”

encounters, Arshdeep has consistently Despite being India's leading wicket-taker in “Forus, from our side, we just keep on asking
T201Is with 104 wickets, the Punjab pacer
has spent extended periods on the bench.
Morkel stressed that with only a handful of
matches left before the T20 World Cup, the

proven his worth whenever given a chance,
reaffirming his ability to perform under
pressure and forming a formidable
partnership with Jasprit Burnrah. However,
the 25-year-old featured in only two of
India's seven matches during the Asia
Cup and was omitted from the final.

"I think Arshdeep is experienced. He
understands that there's a bigger
picture, that we're trying out different
combinations. He knows he's a world-
class bowler and has taken the most
wickets for us in the powerplay. We
know how valuable he is to the team. |
But on this tour, it's also about having a
look at other combinations, and he
understands that," India bowling
coach Morne Morkel said on the eve of the
fourth T20I in Gold Coast.

Arshdeep, who missed the first two T201s in
Ausftralia, made a commanding return to the
Indian side, taking 3 for 35 and bagging the
Player of the Match award in the third T201

team management's priority is to evaluate
how players perform under pressure.
"It is not easy," said Morkel on Arshdeep's

situation. "There will always be
disappointment in terms of players and
selection, but that is something at times that,

Some compared it fo 1983: Sunil Gavaskar on

India's seismic Women's World Cup win

New Delhi. (Agency)
Legendary Sunil Gavaskar has hailed India's
Women's World Cup triumph as one of the

order in women's cricket, adding that it will
motivate young girls to pick up their bats
and dream of a career with security.

women already had a better record, having
been in two finals before this magnificent
triumph,” Gavaslkar wrote.

greatest victories in the country's cricketing "There were some who tried to compare this "Just as the '83 win galvanised Indian cricket

history, across both the men's and women's
game. While some have drawn
parallels with the men's iconic 1983
World Cup win, Gavaskar pointed out
that the women carved their own path,
having already reached two finals
before this historic breakthrough.

India ended their long wait for a
Women's World Cup title on Sunday
when Harmanpreet Kaur's side
defeated South Africa m a high-
scoring final in Navi Mumbai. Third
time lucky, the Women in Blue
overcame the heartbreaks of 2005 and
2017 to finally clinch the coveted
trophy.

Writing for Sportstar, Gavaskar said the
historic triumph will change the world

win with the men's team winning the World

Cupin 1983. The men had never progressed
beyond the group stage in earlier editions,
and so everything from the knockout stage
onwards was new to them, while the

and gave ifa voice that was heard around the
world, this victory will make the
countries that started women's
cricket long before India did realise
that their era of domination has been
shaken.”

| Gavaskar also stressed the importance
of the Women's Premier League
(WPL), saying the franchise-based
T20 competition will unearth more
cricketers fromremote comers of the
country.Three years since its
inception, the WPL has become a
major feeder system for the senior
national women's team. The likes of
Sree Charani and Kranti Goud made their
debuts earlier this year before going on to
makea stellar impact in the WPL.

Bangladesh women's cricket team captain
accused of beating juniors;

New Delhi. (Agency)
Out-of-favour Bangladesh women's pacer
Jahanara Alam has made serious allegations
against national captain Nigar Sultana Joty
and the Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
following the team's campaign at the 2025
Women's ODI World Cup. Alam accused
Nigar Sultana of physically assaulting
junior players and creating a foxic .
environment within the team, claims that
the BCB has strongly denied, calling them
"baseless" and "fabricated."Alam, 32,
who last represented Bangladesh in
December 2024, made the explosive
claims during an interview with
Bangladesh-based newspaper Kaler
Kantho. The veteran pacer alleged that
captain Nigar Sultana "beats up" junior
players regularly, and that some younger
cricketers are even reluctant to play for the
national side because of the alleged
mistreatment.

"This is nothing new. Joty beats up the juniors
a lot. Even during this World Cup, the
juniors told me, No, [ won't do this again.

Then I'll have to get slapped again.' I heard
from some people, T got beaten up
yesterday.! Even during the Dubai tour, she
called a junior into the room and slapped
her," Alam told Kaler Kantho.

A veteran of 52 ODIs and 83 T20Is, Alam has

been one of Bangladesh's most experienced
pacers, claiming 108 wickefs across
formats. She has not played for the national
side since December 2024 after being left
out of the squad for the World Cup.

Alam also alleged that favouritism and
mnternal politics have been prevalent in the

board denies

Bangladesh women's setup for several
years, claiming that senior players have
been systematically sidelined.”Actually, [
am not alone, everyone in the Bangladesh
team is more or less a victim. Everyone's
suffering is different. Here, one or two
people get advanced facilities and in
some cases, only one person gets them.
In 2021, the process of eliminating
seniors like me along with a few others
from the post-Covid camp began. Then I
was made the captain of one of the three
teams in the Bangladesh Games. The
captains of the other two teams were
Jyoti (Nigar Sultana) and Sharmin
Sultana. The pressure on seniors started
from then on," she said.
In January 2025, the BCB announced that
Alam had requested a break from
international cricket, citing mental health
concerns, and had also asked to be kept out
of the central contracts list. Currently based
in Sydney, Australia, Alam's retum to the
national setup looks unlikely amid this
growing controversy.

them to work hard and try hard and be ready
for when they do get the opportunity. There
are limited games now leading into the T20
World Cup, so it is essential for us to see
how the players can react in certain
situations under pressure; otherwise,
it will be unknown to us. So itis a bit
of playing those sorts of games and
then still having the mindset to win
the game of cricket," Morkel
added. The team's rotation policy has
prompted debate, with questions
raised over both the bowling
combinations and the frequent
reshuffling of the batting order in the
ongoing T20I series against
Australia. Morkel, however,
maintained that experimenting at this stage
is vital."You need to have options available.
I think every team, if you look across the
world, is playing around with options,”
Morkel said. "Yes, we will probably know
one or two combinations.

David Beckham is now Sir David
Beckham: Football great
knighted by King Charles

New Delhi. (Agency)

England football legend David Beckham was

knighted by King Charles 111 at Windsor
Castle on Tuesday, calling it his "proudest
moment". Beckham, 30, received the honour
for hig services to football and British society,
as well ag hig long-standing charity work.
Dressed in a tailored three-piece grey suit
designed by his wife, Victoria Beckham, he
attended the ceremony with her and his
parents, Ted and Sandra Beckhiam. “It's quite a
moment for a boy from the Fast End of
London to be here at Windsor Castle, being
honoured by His Majesty the King, the most
important and the most respected institution
in the world," Beckham said. "This is without
doubt my proudest moment."He added that
the knighthood carried more meaning than
any of hig career accolades. "I think obviously
being told T had the honour was a special
moment," Beckham said. "T've been lucky to
have won things in my career and done things,
and played for my country and captained my
country, but, without doubt, this is the
moment that makes me very proud.”

'For a number of reasons - not just my career,
not just for the sport, but to get it for the
philanthropic work I do, that's so important to
me," he said. "My charity work hag always
been work that I don't have to do. I do it
because I love doing it, I do it because I make
a difference and we make change and, in all
honesty, it's extra special to receive a
knighthood, for not just my sport but the
important work I do with children.”

Tt's nice to have six Premier League titles and
obviously a few other medals along the way,
but this, without doubt, will be pride of place,"
he added.Beckham, who made his
Manchester United debut at 17 in 1992, won
six Premier League titles, two FA Cups, the
FA Charity Shield twice, and the 1999 UEFA
Champions League during his time at Old
Trafford. He later joined Real Madrid, where
he won La Liga in his final season before
moving to the United States.

On the international stage, Beckham made his

England debut on 1 September 1996, at the
age of 21, and went on to earn 115 caps,
gerving as captain for six years.Asked
whether he spoke to the King during the
ceremony, Beckham smiled and said, "He was
quite impressed with my suit." He added that
receiving the honour was particularly special
as he had "always been a huge fan of the
monarchy".

Harmanpreet Kaur gets World Cup tattoo:
Now, | will see you every morning

Harmanpreet Kaur
immortalises India's
Women's World Cup triumph
with a tattoo. The victory
ends a decades-long wait
and highlights the team's
perseverance and leadership.

New Delhi. (Agency)
Harmanpreet Kaur has immortalised the
feeling of World Cup triumph with a tattoo
that will forever remind her of the ultimate
prize. The India women’s cricket team
captain has had the World Cup etched onto
her biceps, ensuring that she wakes up every
day to a symbol of her greatest achievement.
The superstar from Moga shared a photo of

her new tattoo on Instagram — a permanent
reminder ofher team’s historic win.

The latest addition to her proud collection, the
tattoo celebrates not just the trophy but the
years of perseverance behind it. And her

caption was as good as her slog

sweeps.“Waited for you since Day 1, and
now I'll see you every morning and be
grateful,” she wrote, sharing the personal
significance of the ink.

Harmanpreet did not wait long to get her
tattoo, making the most ofthe day afterthe ®
World Cup triumph to visit the artist. |
Shortly after, she and her teammates flew
out of Mumbai and arrived in New Delhi
on Tuesday evening for their meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

India’s long-awaited Women’s World Cup
victory came on Sunday when they defeated
South Africa by 52 runs in the final at Navi
Mumbai’s DY Patil Stadium, in front of a
packed and jubilant crowd. Under
Harmanpreet’s leadership — and thanks to
Shafali Verma’s all-round brilliance and

Deepti Sharma’s devastating five-wicket
haul — India clinched a commanding win,
ending a decades-long wait for the
prestigious title.

The nation had already been sent into a frenzy

earlier in the tournament when India stunned
seven-time champions Australia in the semi-
final. Harmanpreet played a pivotal role in
that victery, scoring 89 runs in a 167-run
partnership with centurion Jemimah
Rodrigues as India chased down 339 — the

highest successful chase in women’s ODI
history.The World Cup triumph was
especially sweet for Harmanpreet, who had
been waiting for this moment since her
mnternational debut in 2009. Over the years,
she had endured her share of heartbreaks,
none more agonising than the 2017 final,
when India fell short against England by
just eight runs. That defeat came days after
Harmanpreet’s iconic 171 against
Ausfralia — an innings that made the
world sit up and take notice, ending
Ausfralia’s long-standing dominance in
World Cups. Yet the loss in the final
remained a painful memory. This victory,
however, brought everything full circle.
Moments after India’s win on Sunday,
Harmanpreet was seen running info her
father’s arms, savouring the biggest triumph
of her career — and one of the most
significant victories in Indian cricket history.
It was a deeply emotional culmination shared
with the man who had always told her to
believe, even when the world did not.
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Telugu debut film ‘Jatadhara’, co-starring Sudheer

Babu and Shilpa Shirodkar. This supernatural
thriller marks her debut in Telugu cinema. Ahead of the
film’s release, Sonakshi has been promoting it in full
swing. In an interview with PTI, she recently opened up
about her experience working in the Telugu industry,
and said that she is very excited to explore regional

S onakshi Sinha is gearing up for the release of her

cinema. Comparing the working culture of Hindi and
Telugu cinema, she praised the southern industry for
being ‘more disciplined’. She stated that the work-life
balance is better, and that is something Bollywood can
definitely learn from.

SonakshiSinha On Her Telugu Debut With Jatadhara

Speaking about her Telugu debut, Sonakshi told PTL, “It’s
dark, it’s layered, and it’s very different from anything
I've done before." She further added that while she has

Sonakshi Smha

Praises ‘Discipline’ Of Telugu Film
Industry: ‘Work-Life Balance Is Very Goog

)
(|

Slammed For Amving Late To Canada Event;
Govinda Issues Apology For Sunita Ahuja’s Remarks

adhun Dixit is facing backlash afier a video from her ongoing

Canada tour went viral on social media. The clip, which shows

the actress performing on stage, was shared by several attendees
whao claimed she arrived nearly three hours late for her show. The video
included an overlay text that read, “If T could give you one piece of
advice, it’s to not attend the Madhuri Dixit tour... save your meoney.”

Social media users flooded the comments section, calling the event

“chaotic,” “poorly organized," and “a waste oftime.”

Govinda’s wife Sunita Ahuja recently made a comment about him
spending lakhs of rupees and mentioned the pandit he consults.
Now, the senior actor has issued a public apology for his wife’s
remark, which he described as “disparaging." Govinda issued a

public apology through a video in which he shared that he has been

consulting Pandit Mukesh Shukla for vears and respects him
immensely. He also spoke about Pandit Mukesh Shukla’s father,
who has been the farmly’s pandit for years, and later added, “My
wife made disparaging remarks against Pandit Mukesh Shukla on
the podeast, and I condemn them. My deepest apologies.”

Amaal Mallik’s love life is suddenly the most talked-about subplot on
Bigg Boss 19. But while fans are trying to find out who this mystery
woman is, his father Daboo Malik has a surprising take — he is not
even sure she exists. In a chat

with SCREEN, Daboo Malik |

said, ““t 15 an invisible love

story, I am going to write a script
on that. There was a man who
created a lover in a third dimension,
and he is loving her there. That’s all 1

know.”

On his 60th birthday, Shah Rukh received

trillions of wishes, but it was Shashi

Tharoor’s hilarious wish that had fans
laughing. Now, two days after his birthday
celebrations, the actor has finally found
time to react to the wishes, and while
responding to Tharoor’s message, SRK
channelled his witty self. Taking to X, SRK
reacted to Tharoor’s wish, where, while ,
calling him the “ultimate King of
Bollywood," Tharoor claimed that the actor 58

shows no real signs of hitting 60 and must

therefore be part of a “classified global operation of reverse ageing.” SRK replied,
“Thank u... Although I'm sure vou will be around to see me playing the ‘child
star’... and I'will copy your hairstyle then. Haha..”

The first look of Shah Rukh Khan’s King has barely been out, and the internet is
already divided. From excitement over SRK’s intense new avatar to loud whispers
that the styling looks too similar to Brad Pitt’s upcoming F1 film — the conversation
has become impossible to ignore. And now, director Siddharth Anand has stepped
in with his own response. A tweet questioned why Bollywood faces such constant
trolling. It joked, “Funny logic by haters these days. If Bollywood movie has:
Fighter Jet — Copy of Top Gun — Ship — Copy of Titanic — Same dress code — Copy
of F1 —Orange Dress — Anti-Hindu — Their [ level is like — buffering since 1947."
The post placed three images together.

A8

done one Tamil film (Lingaa) before this,
Jatadhara 1s her first Telugu movie. While she
said that she has always been open to
exploring regional films, her schedules didn’t
allow it earlier. She then went on to praise the |
discipline of Telugu film industry.
Sonakshi Sinha On Work-Life Balance In
Telugu Film Industry (
When asked about the difference
between the working culture of
Hindi and Telugu cinema, she said,
“There are not many differences,
buttheir timings are very good, very
sorted. Work-life balance is very :
good there, something we can
definitely learn from." She further added
that if an actor comes to shoot at 9 AM, they
will not be allowed to shoot after 6 PM. “If
vou come for a shoot at nine, you cannot 4
shoot after six — you are not allowed. That’s
something really nice about it. [t’s a bitmore
disciplined, I would say," added Sonakshi.
Meanwhile, she pointed out that Hindi film
shoots often go on late into the night, which she believes
should change.
About Jatadhara A
Apart from Sudheer Babu and Sonakshi Sinha, Jatadhara

also features Shilpa Shirodkar, Divya Khosla, Indlra
H \\\ &\

Jhansi, Rajeev Kanakala, and Subhalekha Sudhakar in |
key roles Jatadharareleases in Hindi and Teluguon 7th |
November2023.

Akshay Kumar Remembers ‘Queen

Katrina’, Recreates 'Ek Uncha
Lamba Kad' With Disha Patani

shared a special video featuring actress Disha

Patani on his social media account. The video
seems to be the new song of Akshay’s upcoming
movie “Welcome to the Jungle’” and marks the
remix version of hig superhit song from his 2007
movie, “Welcome ', titled ‘Ek Uuncha LambaKad’,
starring Katrina Kaif. The latest version of the song
will be apart of the third franchise of the hit movie.

Sharing the clip on his social media account, Akshay
wrote, “From our hearts to yours!! What a
throwback; 18 years & still an all-time favourite.
With so much nostalgia, beautiful Disha & I bring
vou Welcome to the Jungle... Never forgetting our
Queen Katrina." The actor’s loving mention of
Katrina Kaif won hearts, and fans soon flooded
Kumar’s post, praising him for remembering the
superstar actress.

Inthe video, Akshay and Disha are seen grooving and
dancing to the peppy number and have only shared
a glimpse ofthe same. The revamped song seems to
have struck a chord with fans, who have mentioned
their liking in the comments section. Welcome to
the Jungle, directed by Ahmed Khan, brings
together a stellar ensemble cast featuring Akshay
Kumar, Disha Patani, Raveena Tandon, Lara Dutta,
Sanjay Dutt, Suniel Shetty, and Arshad Warsi,
among others.

The filim marks the third part of the Welcome
franchise, following Welcome in 2007 and
Welcome Back in 2015. The film marks the third
chapter in the Welcome franchise, following
Welcome (2007) and Welcome Back (2015).The
2007 release Welcome, starring Katrina Kaif,
Paresh Rawal, Anil Kapoor, Nana Patekar, and
Mallika Sherawat, went on to become a superhit,
attaining the position of being a cult classic
Bollywood comedy movie.The third franchise of
the movie will not see Katrina Kaif, who is all setto
embrace motherhood.

Farah Khan Says Ananya Panday
Could’ve Been Her Daughter; ‘Had
A Huge Crush On Chunky’

B ollywood superstar Akshay Kumar recently

Farah Khan teases that Ananya Panday lost a role
to_an influencer talks movie caich-ups with Himesh
Reshammiyea, and reveals her crush on Chunky on

Two Much with Kajol and Twinkle.
I

I : ajol and Twinkle Khanna’s chat show ‘Two
Much’ is set to return with a fresh episode
this Thursday, with Farah Khan and Ananya

Panday as guests. While the episode will drop in
two days, the makers have unveiled a prome of
Farah and Ananya’s episode, giving a sneak-peek
into what fans can expect. Looks like fans are in
for a dose of laughter, chaos and pure
entertainment as the unusual jodi of Farah Khan
and Ananya Panday take over. In the promo, Farah
jokingly said that Ananya could have been her
daughter, then added that she had a huge crush on
Ananya’s father Chunky Panday. Farah also
revealed her unexpected movie caich-ups with
Himesh Reshammiya, and how Ananya once lost
arole toan influencer!

Ananya Panday And Farah Khan On Two Much

The promo begins with Twinkle Khanna asking
Farah Khan what she and Ananya have in
common. “What do you all have in common that
you have become friends?" she asked. Farah
jokingly replied, “She could’ve been my daughter
because [ had a huge crush on Chunky," leaving
Kajol in splits! When asked whether social media
clout decides casting now, Ananya Panday agreed
and said, “People do choose on following. 1
think." Farah then added, “Just because you lost a
roletoan influencer.”

Farah then opened up about her unexpected movie
catch-ups with Himesh Reshammiya. “Himesh
Reshammiya movie ticket khareedta hai (Himesh
Reshammiya buys tickets)," she said, which led
Kajol to ask, “And you all go watch a movie
together?" Farah laughs and says, “Himesh and
me are not dating!"”

Between banter, brutal honesty, and Kajol-
Twinkle’s unbeatable comic timing, this episode
is a total riot, funny, fiery, and full of real talk!
Don’t missthe episode streaming this Thursday on
Prime Video!The celebrity talk show ‘Two Much’
premiered in September. Bollywood superstars
Salman Khan and Aamir Khan graced the first
episode, while Alia Bhatt and Varun Dhawan
appeared as guests on the second episode. The
show has since featured an exciting lineup of
guests, including Akshay Kumar—Saif Ali Khan,
Govinda—Chunky Panday, Janhvi Kapoor—Karan
Johar, Sonakshi Sinha—Manish Malhotra, and
now Farah Khan and Ananya Panday.

Krishna, Ravi Prakash, Naveen Neni, Rohit Pathak,
o AN BN
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