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Onus beyond the51-
crore honus to the
Women in Blue

The floodgates opened by Harmanpreet Kaur &
Co’s World Cup win are unleashing wave after
positive wave. There is the satisfaction every
player steps onto the field for, the pride of
parents and coaches who support from the
sidelines, the inspiration of young girls and boys
everywhere who will vocalise their dreams with
less diffidence, and the inevitable claiming of
credit. There has even been talk on whether the
?51-crore bonus the Board of Control for
Cricket in India announced for the team and the
support staff was enough. It’s an exceptionally
good space for women’s cricket to be in, and
those who have worked tirelessly behind the
scenes will take the win. But India’s win also
presents a tremendous opportunity—one that
does not come by often enough—and it will be
interesting to see if the BCCI has the alacrity to
seize it. The question around the bonus is tricky.
For starters, a bonus is not something you
demand. When the Indian men’s team won the
Champions Trophy, they received a bonus of
758 crore, and given that the men’s contingent is
larger, the difference in amount is negligible.
But this is the first World Cup win for the
women, and you can see why there was the
thought that the BCCI could have been more
generous.The other side of that coin is that
women’s cricket does not yet attract the sort of
viewership the men’s team does. And it is from
this that revenue follows—an aspect the
administrators fall back on to justify equal pay
for matches (men and women play games of the
same duration), but different pay scales in
central contracts.

Also, the women play far fewer matches and
therefore are remunerated less. This too is a
complex issue, as the BCCI and perhaps the
England and Australia boards are financially
well enough to plough money into the women’s
game; but this is not the case elsewhere. Even if
the BCCI wanted to give the Indian team more
opportunities, the calendar would not come
close to matching the men’s game because there
isn’t enough viable opposition to play.Now, all
these are ground realities, but the opportunity
before the Indian board is a clear one. While it
must be acknowledged that the men’s and
women’s games are different ecosystems, it is
less clear ifthe BCClI recognises its obligation to
promote and support the men’s and women’s
games with equal intent and resources.The
‘returns’—for want of a better word—from the
women’s game will be relatively insignificant
compared to the men’s. And yet, the game is not
administered by the Board of Control for Men’s
Cricket in India. The opportunity before the
BCCl is to embrace genuine inclusivity. If they
see investing in women’s cricket as its
responsibility, and not as doing a favour to a
game that cannot sustain itself financially, this
World Cup win would have served its truest
purpose.In the men’s game, the BCCI has
reaped the benefits of inclusivity. It was not that
long ago that the sport was concentrated in
metros. Anyone from smaller cities had to travel
far to access infrastructure, coaching, and
technical know-how.That changed when talent
fought its way from the hinterland to the highest
level—Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s being an
especially illustrative case. This then led to more

Kerala has declared itself free of extreme poverty—a
bold claim which, if true, marks a major milestone
even for a state that takes pride in its human
development achievements.
announcement on the state’s formation day, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said his government has
spent over ?1,000 crore to eradicate extreme poverty
and called the accomplishment the ‘real Kerala story’.
The Congress-led opposition dismissed the claim as
bogus, while several experts raised doubts about the
exercise’s credibility, citing a lack of transparency in
the underlying data. Even the nature of the public event
marking the announcement, with actor Mammootty in

Not goddess or angel, let the mother be unapologetically human

From the “cult of domesticity” in the 19th century to the “Supermom” and “Soccer Mom™ images of the last century, motherhood has been trapped in impossible, exhaustive standards

God could not be everywhere, and therefore he created

mothers. It’s a familiar saying, one that resurfaces every
year around Mother’s Day. While it sounds like a heart-
warming tribute, it carries an inherent danger — the act
of turning an ordinary, fallible woman into a quasi-
divinity. The mother is perched on a pedestal so
impossibly high that she is expected to possess infinite
patience, limitless love, and unending responsibility.
She must nurture without complaint, give without
asking, forgive without reason.It is this mother we
encounter in Nissim Ezekiel’s poem ‘Night of the
Scorpion’, where after a night of enduring the pain of the
insect’s sting, she exclaims, “Thank God the scorpion
picked on me/And spared my children.” It is an image
sanctified by familiar cultural and everyday tropes.
Recall that famous line from the Hindi movie ‘Deewar’:
“Mere paas maa hai.” It firmly captures a familiar ideal
of motherhood — unconditional love, an unwavering
refuge and a steady moral compass.

Across regions and traditions, this ideal of the selfless

mother takes many forms. There is the mother goddess,
venerated across faiths and in prayers, whose protective
power shields her devotees from harm. There is the
concept of nation embodied as mother and divinity —
Abanindranath Tagore’s Bharat Mata depicts an ascetic
four-armed woman — and this has since been
assiduously and relentlessly built into political
narratives. Then, there is Mother Nature personified in
rivers, forests, mountains and fertile soil, endlessly
giving and sustaining life.Yet mothers are not celestial
beings para-dropped into domestic life. They are flesh
and blood — women shaped by struggle, desire,
disappointment, frailty and ambition. EM Forster, who
lived with his mother, wrote that she had “cramped and
warped my genius” yet also “provided a sort of rich
subsoil where I have been able to rest and grow”. In her
memoir ‘Mother Mary Comes to Me’, Arundhati Roy
describes her mother as both “my shelter and my storm”,
presenting a picture of a woman who was far from angelic
and more human — fragile, flawed and full of
contradictions. “In my effort to fathom my mother, to see
things from her perspective, to accommodate her, to
understand what hurt her, what made her do the things she
did... I turned into a maze... hoping to gain a vantage
point for a perspective other than my own,” writes Roy.

The maze can, however, reveal things one would rather not

face. Last year, Canadian literary icon Alice Munro —
whose fiction illuminated the inner lives of women —
was accused by her daughter, Andrea Skinner, of ignoring
her suffering. Skinner said she was abused by her
stepfather as a child and that her mother chose silence.
Skinner wrote that Munro reportedly told her that “our

sacrifice for her children”. The revelation toppled down
not just a reputation but the idea that a mother’s love is
always selfless.From the “cult of domesticity” in the 19th
century to the “Supermom” and “Soccer Mom” images of
the last century, motherhood has been trapped in
impossible, exhaustive standards. Zadie Smith recalls
that as a child, she demanded complete submission from
her mother. “Oh, it’s very nice and rational and
respectable to say that a woman has every right to her life,
to her ambitions, to her needs, and so on... Only as an
adult did I come to truly admire her — especially in the
last, painful years of her life — for all that she had done to
claw some space in this world for herself,” she writes in
‘Swing Time’Adrienne Rich described the exhaustion
that motherhood demands without any inhibition in ‘Of
Woman Born’: “My children cause me the most exquisite
suffering. It is the suffering of ambivalence.” She wrote
of bitter resentment and blissful gratification living side
by side.

misogynistic culture was to blame if I expected her to This ambivalence often runs like a silent undercurrent in

Eradicating poverty: A job not fully done

relationships. Samuel Beckett wrote of his mother: “I am
what her savage loving has made me.” It is an
acknowledgement of both the gratitude and grievance that
defined their bond. In her autobiography ‘My Story’,
writer Kamala Surayya recalls a childhood marked by
neglect, describing her mother, the Malayalam poet N
Balamani Amma, as “vague and indifferent”. But the
image shifts in her poem ‘My Mother at 66°, where she
watches age slowly claim her mother’s face, “wan, pale as
a late winter’s moon”. Similarly, Balamani Amma, in a
poem addressed to her daughter, writes: “Your power to
turn worms into butterflies comforts me.”

It reminds us that the bond between a mother and child isn’t

always static, fixed in devotion or rebellion — it evolves,
weathered by years, deepened by the act of seeing each
other as flawed, feeling human beings rather than roles
ordained by tradition.Perhaps the real tribute to a mother is
not to worship her, but to allow her to be a person. Not a
goddess. Not an angel. Just a woman — gloriously,

unapologetically human.

Lifting households out of poverty once does not guarantee sustained food, livelihood, and housing security. A measure of circumspection is essential amid the celebratory claims

Making the

investment, which in time ensured wider
representation and access to a much larger talent
pool.In that sense, the BCCI has proof of
concept in terms of investing in underserved
sections of cricket in India. It pays dividends,
and they have the money to do so. The will has
historically been lacking; but that, too, has
changed.

attendance, made it seem as much a public-relations

moment as a policy milestone.That said, the state
government deserves credit for making a sustained effort
to identify extremely poor families. It began with a survey
in 2021 that identified 1,03,099 people—roughly 0.2
percent of Kerala’s population—as living in extreme
poverty. Government bodies then devised customised
plans to address each family’s needs relating to livelihood,

food, shelter, health, and education, and ensured essential
documentation. As part of the exercise, 5,422 houses were
builtand 5,522 renovated.

However, this Kerala story cannot be seen in isolation. A

recent World Bank assessment based on the $3-a-day
international poverty line recorded a sharp drop in India’s
extreme poverty—ifrom 27.1 percent in 2011-12 to 5.3

A linguistic game of definitions

Nominal definitions follow predominant social conventions and vary according to the setting, while other definitions are about some essential attributes. Philosopher Ludwig

percent in 2022-23. According to the estimates, 269
million people moved out of extreme poverty over the
decade, with Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar, West
Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh accounting for two-
thirds of the decline. While Kerala made special
efforts to lift select families above the poverty
threshold, it has also benefited from India’s broader
improvements in living standards.

s Hence, a measure of circumspection is essential amid
the celebratory claims. Lifting households out of
poverty once does not guarantee sustained food,
livelihood, and housing security. For the record,
Kerala continues to grapple with a high
unemployment rate, with a 2024 survey showing
nearly 30 percent of those aged 15-29 jobless.
Meanwhile, a sizeable portion of the state’s tribal
population still battles hunger and landlessness. Unless
these structural challenges are addressed, the big claim
risks being remembered less as a transformative
achievement and more as a political narrative crafted for
electoral advantage.

Wittgenstein saw the choice of one or the other as a game. At times, courts pass on the weight of a definition to other terms

Oftentimes definitions can limit you, imposing
unnecessary constraints, enclosing things within
the four corners of a narrow, arbitrary boundary
that you set for yourself. Other times, they provide
no real meaning as the thing defined may not mean
anything by itself. Take the example of ‘Water!’.
One might use it as a command to have someone
else bring a glass of water, or as a proclamation at
having found drinking water in the middle of a
desert. Here, the word water, by itself, conveys no
meaning apart from its usage.Or for that matter,
‘Fire’. In isolation, it is a chemical reaction
involving rapid oxidation that produces heat and
light. But this technical definition tells us nothing
about what the word actually does when used.
Shouted inside a theatre, it would cause a severe
panic.Some definitions are agreements on the
usage of terms or expressions, while others are
about some essential attributes. While the former,
known as nominal definitions, takes cues from
predominant social conventions and vary
depending on the social setting, the latter tells us
about the terms’ real definitions or definitions de
re, that is, about the way these terms are to be used
and their essentialities.

A teacher explaining, say, the chemical composition
of lactic acid would attempt to provide the real
definition to her students. As Ludwig Wittgenstein
notes in Philosophical Investigations, such
essentialities are expressed by grammar. On the
other hand, a builder, while giving instructions to
his assistant, does not speak in the language of the

approved sketch, but in a rudimentary language
that has real meaning between the two. While
definitions de re are necessary as a short-hand, they
encourage confusion, especially when the term or
concept involved is not one of science but one that
straddles between the physical world and
linguistic constructs.Take the example of ‘law’.

differ for each family—meaning that there cannot
be a singular definition of the word ‘game’. As
such, the question cannot be ‘what are games?’, but
what attributes are relevant while identifying
something as a game in the context of a particular

Any attempt at a real definition of the word

would either simply be de dicto—that is, a &
definition based on usage—or drown in the |
pitfalls of the empirical method, leading us
nowhere. Thus, the general description of terms
based on grammatical rules may not always help
us. The meaning of such words can only be
determined by an analysis of the linguistic
phenomenons. This is so as our language is
intelligible only when we see it as against the
background of human activities and forms of
life.

Wittgenstein states that the plurality of language
uses is similar in nature to that of games. Let us
take the example of the word ‘games’ itself. Any
de re definition would require to cover all §
possible varieties of games—be it played on a
board, a pitch, or a screen. An easier and more
accurate way to define would be on the basis of
attributes. Even this may sometimes be
difficult: while some games have a few attributes in
common, these similarities can disappear.While
certain families of games carry resemblances that
crisscross just like members of a family, what
makes a game a part of a particular family may

‘language game’. This recognition of family
resemblances is not foreign to our judiciary, though
it remains unarticulated. Courts largely agree that
definitions cannot always be ready reckoners in the
legal process, but that such definitions still remain

tools of interpretation.

Take the term ‘game of skill’. While the Supreme
Court in Dr K R Lakshmanan (1996) sought to
define the term as one in which success depends
principally upon the superior knowledge, training,

attention, experience, and adroitness of the

player, it is generally acknowledged by courts
that such broad-based definition of the term
would not be workable. In fact, the courts have
emphasised that the question of whether a game
is one of skill or of chance is a ‘question of fact’
that must be decided based on the specific
circumstances of each case. This means a court
will meticulously analyse the rules, gameplay
mechanics (patterns of play, role of memory,
and strategy), and the role of player decisions in
influencing the final result. As such, the
definition in Dr K R Lakshmanan remains only
an aid, and not really the basis of any
classification. The court knew that the
predominance of skill was not measurable like
temperature or weight; it’s a judgement call
dressed in the language of
objectivity. Therefore, the de dicto definition by
the court is but a judicial dance that appears
authoritative until one realises it merely
postpones the question. What does

‘principally’ mean? How do we measure ‘superior

knowledge’? The definition defines nothing; it

simply shifts the ambiguity to new terms, like a

thimblerig or shell game where confusion is the

prize.
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Cautious optimism on Dalal
Street: Nifty near 25,650,
sectoral divergence

New Delhi.(Agency)

Indian equity benchmarks opened on a firm note on
Thursday, supported by upbeat corporate earnings,
positive global cues, and optimism over MSCI
index inclusions. However, the initial gaing
moderated as traders turned cautious amid
selective profit booking in metal and power
counters.In early trade, the BSE Sensex rose over
300 points to around 83,698, while the Nifty 50
climbed nearly 70 points to touch 25,666.
However, the Sensex dropped sharply in the
midmorning and seftled at 83,399 at 11.30 AM.
Broader market indices, including mid- and small-
cap segments, underperformed ag investors booked
profits following a strong run earlier in the weelk.

Market sentiment was buoyed by better-than-
expected quarterly results from companies such as
Britannia Industries and Mahindra & Mahindra.
The inclusion of several Indian firms in the MSCI
Global Standard Index also lifted foreign inflow
expectations. Positive cues from other Asian
markets added to the early momentum, with Japan
and South Korea trading higher inmorning deals.

However, weakness in select sectors limited overall
gains. The metal index declined sharply, led by
losses in Hindalco Industries after negative global
developments weighed on sentiment. Power and
media stocks also traded lower, while FMCG,
banking, and auto shares showed resilience.

Foreign Institutional Investors (FlIIs) continued to
remain net sellers, offloading over T1,000 crote in
the previous session, while Domestic Institutional
Investors (DIIg) provided partial support through
sustained buying. Technically, the Nifty faces
immediate resistance near 23,750-25,800, while
suppott lies around 25,500-25,400 levels. Analysts
expect the index to remain range-bound in the near
term, with a focus on stock-specific action rather
than broad-based movement.

Shriram General Insurance’s
GWP Up 28%; net profit rises
6% in H1 FY26

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Shriram General Insurance Company (SGI)
delivered a strong performance in the first half of
fiscal 2026, driven by sustained momentum in its
motor insurance portfolio. The company recorded a
28% year-on-year increase in Gross Written
Premium (GWPF), reaching Rs 2,045 crore, up from
Rs 1,594 crore in HI FY25 — four times the general
insurance industry’s average growth rate of 7%.

The company’s solvency ratio stood at 3.33 as of
September 30, 2025, well above the regulatory
requirement of 1.5 times. SGI had 69 lakh active
policies as of September 2025, compared to 63 lakh a
year ago.The company’s drive to onboard financial
advisers gained further momentum during the
period, with 9,482 new financial advisers being
recruited during the first half of the fiscal. SGI's total
financial adviser strength stands at 97,570, with
plans to scale this up to two lakh by fiscal year
2029-30. The non-life insurance company currently
has the highest number of financial advisers in the
industry.

Anil Aggarwal, MD & CEO of Shriram General
Insurance Company, said, “The sustained growth of
our motor insurance portfolio reflects the trust our
customers place in us and underscores our
commitment to innovation, reliability, and
excellence. We will continue setting the standard for
solutions that protect and empower every journey.”

The net profit for the period rose by 6%, climbingtoRs
269 crore from Rs 254 crore in the same period last
year. Additionally, investment income grew by 18%,
supported by consistent retums from financial
instruments.

The motor segment grew 26% year-on-year in the
second quarter of FY26. Net profit rose 3.11% to Rs
144 crore in Q2 FY26 from Rs 140 crore in the same
quarter of the previous fiscal. Investment income
increased to Rs 253 crore — up by 30.49% from Rs
194 crore in Q2 FY25.

Coromandel MD elected
chairman of Fertiliser
Association of India

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Board of Directors of the Fertiliser Association
of India (FAT), in its meeting held on October 31,
elected S Sankarasubramanian, Managing Director
and CEO of Coromandel International Limited, as
Chairman of FAL

Dr Siba Prasad Mohanty, Managing Director of
Hindustan Urvarak & Rasayan Ltd., formerly one
of the two Co-Chairmen, will now serve as the sole
Co-Chairman of FAILSankarasubramanian, who
was previously Co-Chairman of the FAI Board and
Chairman of FAI's Southern Region, brings over
three decades of diverse experience in the fertiliser
industry, particularly in the Phosphatic and Potassic
(P&K) sector.

Mr Sankarasubramanian said, “FAI is committed to
driving mnovation and sustainability through
resource efficiency and balanced nufrition, while
working closely with policymakers to achieve
Atmanirbharta in the fertiliser sector. We will
continue to align industry goals with national
agricultural priorities to foster growth, resilience,
andlong-term food security.”

The Fertiliser Association of India thanked Sailesh C.
Mehta, the outgoing Chairman of FAIL for his
leadership and said it looks forward to his continued
guidance and support for the sector.Established in
1955, FAI is a non-profit apex industry body
representing fertiliser manufacturers, distributors,
importers, equipment manufacturers, research
institutes, and input suppliers.

Is BPNL a lifesaver or a debt trap? The hidden
side of easy credit, explains expert

New Delhi.(Agency)

Buy Now, Pay Later (BNPL) apps promisea

simple idea — shop now, pay later, often
with zero interest. With festive season
discounts and smooth one-tap payments,
many users see it as easy money. But
Abhishek Kumar, Sebi-registered
investment adviser and founder of Sahaj
Money, believes the dangers often show
up only later.“Buy Now Pay Later is
basically lending candy to yourself.
Looks great until the bill arrives,” he
wrote on LinkedIn.

Arecent real-life case he shared proves this

point. During Diwali, one user borrowed a
total of Rs 85,000 across five BNPL
platforms. At first, it felt manageable —
small instalments, zero interest, seamless
payments.

But things quickly changed.“One missed

EMI turned a Rs 500 late fee into Rs
2,300. His credit score took a hit. Now
he's handling a debt pile that began as ‘just
essentials’,” Kumar says.

THE ‘ZERO INTEREST’ HEADLINE
ISNOTTHE FULLSTORY

Most BNPL offers promote interest-free
credit, but only for a limited time. Once
that window closes, interest charges kick
in just like any other loan.

“That zero interest has an expiry date. [ 3
After that? You’re paying interest on
EMIs. Always read what happens
afterthe offer period,” says Kumar.

HIDDEN COSTS CAN QUIETLY
PILEUP

Many assume BNPLis completely free
if repaid on time. But there are often
processing charges, convenience
fees, or penalties for failed or delayed
payments that users notice only
later.“Not all BNPL is interest-free.
Fees, penalties, and add-on charges can
add up faster than you expect,” he
warns BNPL payments are reported to
credit bureaus just like personal loans and
credit cards. That means a late payment is
not a minor slip — it can lower your credit

score.”*A missed EMI is not a slap on the
wrist. It hits your credit file and stays
there,” says Kumar.

AUTO-DEBITS AREN'T ALWAYS
FOOLPROOF

Many payments are set to auto-debit from

bank accounts. But if there isn’t enough
money on the due date, payments fail and
penalties begin.“Your auto-debit can fail
without warning. Always track your due
dates and keep the account funded,” he
advises.

CREDIT LIMIT IS NOT SHOPPING

PERMISSION

Some BNPL apps offer limits from Rs 2,000

up to Rs 1 lakh. Easy access can create a

false sense of affordability. “That limit is

your maximum debt capacity, not your
spending goal. Just because you can
borrow doesn’t mean you should,”
Kumar reminds users.

THE REAL RISK: DEBT FEELS
INVISIBLE

Unlike bank loans or credit cards, BNPL
feels quick, casual and harmless —no
paperwork, no long process, just click
and buy. That ease can blur the reality
of borrowing.“BNPL makes debt feel
invisible — no bulky documents, no
bank queues. Just taps on a screen and

boom, you'rs borrowing,” he says.

Kumar suggests treating BNPL like a

financial tool, not a lifestyle support
system.“Use it only for planned essentials
you would buy anyway. Never for
impulse shopping .

Reliance moves to sell Middle East crude as
sanctions reshape frade: Report

New Delhi.(Agency)

Reliance Industries Ltd is looking to sell
cargoes of Middle Eastern crude oil, an
unusual shift for one of India’s biggest
refiners which is typically known for
being a major buyer rather
than a seller, reported
Bloomberg News.Industry
sources quoted in the report
said the company has offered
grades such as Murban and
Upper Zakum to both
domestic and overseas buyers
m recent days. While it is not
yet clear how much crude
Reliance is seeking to offload,
the approach itself has caught
the oil market’s attention.

The company has already sold a cargo of
Iraqi Basrah Medium crude to a buyer
in Greece, according to people familiar
with the matter who requested
anonymity.

Reliance generally imports large

ED summons Anil Ambani for second time on
November 14 in loan fraud case

New Delhi.(Agency)

Reliance Group chairman Anil Ambani
has been summoned once again by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) for
questioning in connection with
an alleged bank loan fraud and
money laundering case. The 66-
year-old businessman has been
asked to appear before the
federal agency on November 14,
according to officials familiar
with the development.This is the
second time Ambani will face
questioming in this case. He was
earlier summoned and
interrogated by the ED in
August 2025 as part of the
ongoing probe into alleged
financial irregularities involving loans
taken by his group companies from
Indian banks, including the State Bank
of India (SBI).

The Enforcement Directorate’s

volumes of oil from the Middle East
and Russia to supply its massive
refinery complex in Jamnagar, Gujarat.
The move to sell cargoes suggests
shifting market dynamics as Indian

refiners respond to evolving

sanctions on Russian energy. Reliance

was among the top Indian purchasers

of Russian crude earlier this year, but
recently increased buying from Middle

Eastern producers following US
measures aimed at curbing
Moscow’s war financing.

The company has said it will comply
with American sanctions and
adjust operations to meet
regulatory requirements.

Reliance previously had a long-term
supply arrangement involving
roughly 500,000 barrels per day
from Russia’s Rosneft, a deal now
under review due to compliance
needs.

The strategic shift highlights the

more cautious environment Indian

Gold, silver prices are rising

again. |s there more upside left?

New Delhi. (Agency)

Gold and silver prices climbed on Thursday after a
brief dip to one-week lows, supported by safe-
haven buying and fresh demand ahead of the peak
wedding season.On the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX), December gold futures
hovered around Rs 1.20 lakh per 10 grams
through the morning session, rebounding slightly
from levels seen earlier this week. Silver saw a
bigger gain after recent weakness and was trading
ataround Rs 1.47 lakh perkg.

GOLD, SILVER REBOUND AFTER 1-WEEK
LOW

Rahul Kalantri, VP Commodities at Mehta Equities,
said the geopolitical backdrop is keeping bullion
in demand. “Gold and silver prices rebounded
from a one-week low, supported by safe-haven
buying amid rising polifical uncertainty in the
United States,” he noted Kalantri pointed out that
strong physical demand from Asia is helping to
keep the floor under prices.

India, one of the largest crude importers

According to the ED, dues of Rs 40,185

geopolitical pressure and tightening
restrictions on discounted Russian oil.

m the weorld, has been scrambling to
secure stable supplies after the United
States strengthened enforcement of

investigation centres on loans raised
by Reliance Communications
(RCOM) and its related entities
between 2010 and 2012. Authaorities

claim that the group diverted large
portions of these funds to other
companies, violating lending
conditions.

crore remain unpaid, and five banks

refiners are operating in. Market
participants say Reliance may also be
rebalancing inventories or managing
exposure to sanctioned barrels as
global trading conditions tighten.

have declared RCOM’s accounts as
fraudulent. The agency alleges that
mstead of being used for operational
purposes, a significant portion of the

ED said in a statement.Investigators
estimate that at least Rs 13,600 crore
was diverted through layered
fransactions, some of which allegedly
moved overseas.

“Strong physical demand from China and Australia
also provided support to precious metals,” he
said. Wholesalers in China have been stocking up
ahead of the Lunar New Year period, while
Australian refiners report firm export orders.

DOLLARIMPACT

However, the upside momentum is being
challenged by a stronger United States dollar and
mixed economic signals. The dollar index
recently climbed past the 100 mark to hit a multi-
month high, making gold more expensive in
global markets.

Kalantri said, “The dollar index surged past the 100

funds was channelled to
related companies and used
for repayment of older
borrowings, a process known
as “evergreening” ofloans.
“From around 2010-12, RCOM
and its group companies
raised thousands of crores
from Indian banks, of which
Rs 19,694 crore still remains
outstanding. These assets
tumed non-performing, and
five banks have classified
RCOM’s loans as fraud,” the

mark which capped further gains.” The latest ADP
private payrolls report also showed job additions
042,000 versus expectations of 32,000, reducing
the likelihood of quick United States Federal
Reserve rate cuts.Kalantri expects prices to
remain range-bound for now. He sees global
support for gold at 3,900 to 3,530 dollars per
ounce, with resistance between 4,025 and 4,055
dollars.In the domestic market, he pegs support
around Rs 1,19,280 to Rs 1,19,870 and resistance
at Rs 1,21,090 to Rs 1,21,600 in the near term.
Silver is likely to fluctuate between Rs 1,45,750
and Rs 1,49,2R0.

Jateen Trivedi, VP Commodity and Currency
Research at LKP Securities, described the recent
moves as a fug-of-war between caution and
conviction.

“Gold traded weak after briefly touching lows near
Rs 1,20,000 due to a firm dollar and uncertainty
over the Fed’s future rate cuts,” he said, adding
that prices are expected to remain volatile within
Rs 1,18,500 to Rs 1,24,000 until policymakers
offera clearer roadmap.

From ICICI, HDFC to SBI: Personal
loan interest rates across 7 top banks

— )
If you're planning to take a

personal loan, comparing

interest rates can save you

a lot of money. Here's a

quick look at what seven

major banks, including SBI,

ICICI, HDFC and Canara,

are currently charging.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Personal loans are often a quick fix when
you need urgent funds, whether for
medical needs, weddings, travel, or even
clearing old debt. But before signing any
paperwork, it’s always wise to see how
much different banks might charge you.

Evenasmall difference of 1% in interest can

addup to a large amount over time. That’s
why comparing rates is important before
saying ves to any lender.

Since personal loans don't require any
collateral, they generally come with
higher interest rates compared to home or
car loans. Banks typically charge between
12-18%, depending heavily on your
creditscore.

The better your credit history, the
better your chances of getiing a
lower rate. If your credit score is
on the lower side, expect the
interest to be on the higher end.

HOW LEADING BANKS ARE
PRICING THEIR LOANS

State Bank of India, the country’s
largest lender, charges between
10.05 and 15.05% every year. Its
processing fee varies from Rs
1,000 to Rs 15,000 before tfax,
depending on the loan
terms. [CICI Bank, one of India’s
top private lenders, charges
between 1045 and 16.50% a
year. It may also ask for a processing fee
of up to 2% of the loan amount, in addition
to GST.

HDFC Bank currently offers interest rates
starting from 9.99% and going up to 24%
annually. Borrowers should also note that

the bank charges a processing fee of Rs
6,500, which is subject to GSTKotak

mid-range option among public sector
banks.

Mahindra Bank starts its personal loan Canara Bank offers two types of rates — a

interest rate at 9.98% per year. However,
borrowers need to be mindful of the

processing fee, which can be as high as
5% of the loan amount before tax. This
amount is typically deducted at the time of
loan disbursal Union Bank of India
charges between 10.75 and 14.45%
annually on personal loans, making it a

fixed rate ranging between 14.50 and 16%
annually, and a floating rate linked to
RLLR (Repo Linked Lending
Rate), which ranges between
13.75 and 15.25% per
yearBank of Baroda sets its
interest rate between 104 and
15.75%. The exact percentage
depends on whether the
borrower works in the
government or private sector,
along with their credit score.
WHY COMPARING
MATTERS
Since personal loans can be an
expensive financial decision,
even the smallest rate difference
can lead to noticeable savings.
Loan processing fees, GST
charges and extra costs should also be part
of the comparison — not just the interest
rate Doing the maths i advance or
speaking with a bank representative can
often help borrowers save money and
avoid last-minute surprises.
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DDA clears Deli’s first TOD housing project, major
redevelopment, sports infrastructure plans across city

»The authority
approved the
redevelopment of
old DDA staff
quarters at

Safdarjung
Development Area

and Old Rajinder
Nagar, both over

five decades old and

Agency New Delhi.

Wednesday cleared several major projects,

infrastructure, aimed at boosting
urban renewal across the national
capital.The authority meeting,
chaired by Lt Governor VK
Saxena, approved the launch of
Delhi’s first Transit-Oriented
Development (TOD) housing
scheme, the redevelopment of
DDA staff quarters, and new
institutional and sports projects in
Narela.The DDA gave the go-
ahead for the “Towering Heights
at East Delhi Hub, Karkardooma
Housing Scheme 20257,
featuring 1,026 ready-to-launch
2BHK flats under Delhi’s first

participation.

The Delhi Development Authority (DDA) on The authority also approved the redevelopment
of old DDA staff quarters at Safdarjung
including housing, redevelopment and sports  Development Area and Old Rajinder Nagar,

facing structural
deterioration.

AAP accuses BJP of manipulating
Delhi’s AQI data; BJP hits back, calls
AAP ‘party of deceit and corruption’

Agency New Delhi.
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP} on Wednesday accused the

BIP-led government of “manipulating” Delhi’s Air
Quality Index (AQI) data even as the city battled severe
pollution. AAP Delhi state president Saurabh Bharadwaj
alleged that the BJP’s “culture of fraud” extended from
“tampering with the Chandigarh mayoral election” to
“creating a fake Yamuna” while failing to clean theriver.
“The whole of Delhi is coughing, yet they brazenly
manipulate AQI data,” Bharadwaj said. He added that
fraud and deception had become hallmarks of the BJP’s
governance Referring to the Delhi Assembly elections,

he claimed voter list irregularities led to the deletion of
thousands of names, including 42,000 voters in Arvind
Kejriwal’s constituency. “Where did those voters
disappear?” he asked.Responding to the allegations,
Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva said that the
“political DNA of AAP is composed of anarchy, deceit,
and corruption.”

He alleged that former Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
had misused Delhi government resources to expand his
political base while neglecting the city’s development.
Sachdeva also accused AAP of squandering Rs 6,500
crore meant for cleaning the Yamuna and Rs 25,000
crore from the Delhi Jal Board. He further claimed that
AAP leaders created “fake voter registrations” in
makeshift homes and congested areas, calling it another
example of the party’s corruption and manipulation.

Stock market gains from bribes
remain proceeds of crime, says

Delhi HC
Agency New Delhi.
The Delhi High Court has held that gains from
investing bribe money in the stock market remain
tainted and qualify as proceeds of crite, apholding
the Enforcement Directorate’s power to attach wealth
traced to illicit origins.

The court held that appreciation through market forces
does not cleanse the funds of their corrapt origin.A
division bench of justices Anil Kshetarpal and Harish
Vaidyanathan Shankar, in a November 3 judgment,
explained that money-laundering is continuing in

2
iﬁ?ﬂ

L]
! =
!

[ ]

o |

=]

=

b-k ._—.

110 L I u"ﬁ

nature.

“The offence of money laundering being continuing in
nature is not confined only to the initial act of criminal
acquisition bat also extends to every process or
activity connected with the proceeds, including
layering through multiple transactions, integration
into the legitimate economy and projection of the
acquired wealth ag lawful.”

The court passed the judgment while allowing the
appeals of the ED challenging a single judge order in
relation to the case arising from the allocation of
Fatehpur Coal Block in favour of M/s Prakash
Industries Limited (PTL).

TOD project. The project seeks to promote
mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly living spaces
integrated with public transport networks.
The housing units will be sold through e-
auction to ensure (ransparency and wide

both over

structural deterioration. NBCC (India) Ltd.
has been appointed as the Project
Management Consultant. The projects will
follow a self-sustaiming model, with costs
recovered from saleable built-up areas.

five decades old and facing

DDA has also been authorised to redevelop
other staff colonies that have outlived their
structural life.In Narela, the authority cleared
two major initiatives: the development of a

Multi-Sports Integrated Stadium on a
30.35-hectare site and an education
hub spread across 4.33 hectares. The
sports complex will host national and
international events and is expected
to promote sports tourism and local
employment.The education hub,
planned near UER-I and a proposed
metro station, aims to attract
universities and skill development
instifutions.

Among other decisions, the DDA
approved rental assistance for
residents displaced by the
redevelopment of Signature View
Apartments, Rs 50,000 per month for

HIG and Rs 38,000 for MIG flat owners, with
10% annual escalation.It also cleared a new
housing scheme, Karmayogi Awaas Yojana
2025, offering a 25% discount to government
employees for homes in Narela.

Delhi government launches road cleaning drive
with 200 vans to combat rising pollution levels

Agency New Delhi.
To curb the rising pollution levels in the

national capital, the Delhi government
has launched an extensive road
cleaning operation across all Public
Works Department (PWD) roads,
with 200 maintenance vans
deployed throughout the city.

The operation includes removal of

debris from road surfaces, filling
potholes on priority, repairing

and upgrading road signage and
carrying out other essential
maintenance tasks. Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta said that -
strict guidelines have been laid $
down for the campaign, with
individual accountability fixed for
each officer. Additionally, separate
maintenance vans have been deployed
for pruning and {rimming trees along
PWDroads.

The chief minister stated that

coordinated efforts are being
undertaken across departments to bring

pollution under control. Teams have
been formed to monitor polluting
industrial units and vehicles, while
focused work continues to normalise
identified pollution ‘hot spots’. As part

of this mission, the PWD has launched
a special drive for deep cleaning and
dust control along all its roads,
mncluding Right of Way (RoW) areas.
Each of the 200 maintenance vans has
been tasked with deep cleaning at least
200 metres of road daily. To ensure
accountability, every van is placed

under the direct charge of a Junior
Engineer (JE} or Assistant Engineer
(AE). Gupta informed that the work is
progressing rapidly across 1,400
kilometres of PWDroads in the capital.
The activities include removal of
dust from RoW areas, cleaning
of kerb channels and bell
mouths, debris removal,
coordination with the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD} for
cases of regular dumping,
cleaning and repair of footpaths,
filling of potholes, improvement
of road signage, and
maintenance of streetlights and
exposed wiring. Weekly
progress reviews are being conducted
by senior officers.Meanwhile, Delhi
Urban Development Minister Ashish
Sood on Wednesday chaired a review
meeting with senior officials of the
MCD. During the meeting, the MCD
officials informed that about 14,000
metric tonnes of waste .

Delhi Jal Board to launch cloud-based monitoring
system; ropes in PSU and KPMG for IT overhaul

Agency New Delhi.
The Delhi Jal Board (DJB}is setto §
overhaul its IT infrastructure by
engaging a public sector 7

undertaking (PSU) to implement ' 7'

a cloud-based omline project |
monitoring system, officials
said.The water board has issued a
tender for a comprehensive IT
transformation, focusing on
developing digital platforms to
improve citizen services. The
reform includes upgrading existing
applications and introducing systems
for tasks such as water quality
monitoring and tanker bookings.
According to DIB officials, the
initiative, announced in June, is aimed
at ensuring that all infrastructure
projecis are completed on schedule,
with clear accountability at every
stage.“The software will streamline

e @

a3

Q. A R

i), :

ORI D —
2 NG KOS

o)
coordination across departments, flag
delays early, and fix responsibility
immediately,” the department stated.

Officials said the digital platform will
track the daily status, progress,
deadlines, and responsible officers for
each project. The water board currently
uses various IT systems for its
operations, including a Revenue
Management System (RMS) for online
bill payments and applications, and a
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Computerised Complaint

“*%:;:A - Management System with a
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SRy R -;’$" g ¢ To improve logistics, the DJB
s ;‘.Lﬂiﬁ; , uses a tanker management

T —  system with GPS tracking to

monitor the real-time movement
of water tankersRecently, the
Delhi government appointed
global accounting firm KPMG, a
renowned multinational
company, as the project
management unit for the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB).KPMG will help the DJB
introduce digital monitoring
dashboards, conduct technical and
financial audits, and assist in
restructuring billing systems to
minimise errors and delays. It will also
monitor the functioning and capacity
of sewage treatment plants (STPs) and
tanker dispatch systems.

Main accused held for stealing Rs
40-lakh gold-plated kalash from

Juin temple in northeast Delhi
New Delhi. (Agency)

The Delhi Police have arrested the main accused
in the theft ofa gold-plated ‘kalash’ (urn) worth
around "40 lakh from a Jain temple in northeast
Delhi’s Tyoti Nagar last month, officials said on
Wednesday. The accused, identified as Munnha
alias Salim (23), i3 a resident of New
Seemapuri.

A button-actuated knife was recovered from him,
and a separate case under the Arms Act has
beenregistered at Nand Nagri police station.

Police said Munna is a habitual offender,
previously involved in four criminal cases,
including robbery, house theft, and offences
under the Arms Act. During interrogation, he
allegedly confessed to stealing the kalash from
the top of the Jain temple on October 11.Earlier,
police had arrested a 42-year-old female scrap
dealer from Sundar Nagri after parts of the
stolen kalash were found in her possession.
Based on her confession, a raid led to the arrest
of another scrap dealer, Danish (24), and
recovery of the remaining parts.

The theft came to light on October 12, when
temple staff noticed the missing kalash atop the
spire. CCTV footage showed a man climbing
down a pole inside the temple premises after
allegedly removing the urn during the night of
Karva Chauth.Police said the kalash, made of
ashta-dhatu (an alloy of eight metals) and
containing about 200 grams of gold, was
valued between " 35 lakh and 40 lakh.

Delhi Police busts trafficking
racket in Paharganj spo after
alert from ‘Say Help’ app; six

women rescued

Agency New Delhi.
Delhi Police has busted an immoral trafficking

racket and rescued six women from a spa in
Paharganj area after alertreceived through “Say
Help” application, officials said on Thursday.

Say Help is a global voice-activated emergency
app for Android and i0S that enables users to
trigger alerts via up to five custom voice
phrases or a push button. It instantly sends real-
time video, audio, and GPS details through
SMS/WhatsApp to contacts and police,
offering live monitoring and map tracking.

The app includes health check-ins and a robust
dashboard for responders. Say Help
collaborates with NGOs and authorities to help
prevent gender violence and ftrafficking,
especially in high-risk areas like Delhi,
enhancing personal and community safety,
police said.

On the intervening night of October 30and 31, an
alert regarding suspected immoral activities
was received via the Say Help App from the
Paharganj area. A team of the Special Staff,
Central District and the team of Say Help app
was mobilized to verify and act on the
information, a senior police officer said.

During technical surveillance and field
intelligence, reliable information was received
about a spa on DBG Road, Nabi Karim, being
involved in immoral trafficking and related
offences.

A police staff as decoy customer was deputed
with Rs 2,000 pre-noted currency and
instructed to give a WhatsApp missed call as a
signal.

At around 7.30 pm, the decoy confirmed illegal
activities, following which a raid was
conducted where they found six women and
one female receptionist involved in immoral
activities, the officer said. The receptionist
confessed to running the operation along with
her husband.

A case was registered on October 31 at Nabi
Karim police station under sections 3, 4, and 5
of the Immoral Traffic Prevention Act, police
said.

India starts bringing back its citizens
trapped in Myanmar cybercrime hub

India began flving home 270 citizens from Thailand after thev escaped Myanmar's KK Park scam hub, following an Army raid that exposed widespread cybercrime and
human trafficking across Southeast Asia.

Agency New Delhi.

India has begun repatriating its citizens
who fled Myanmar’s cybercrime hub
last month, with the first group returning
from Thailand on Thursday. The
evacuees were among hundreds trapped
in what authorities describe as one of
Southeast Asia's most notorious scam

compounds.

The operation followed an October raid by

Myanmar's Army on KK Park,

sprawling complex outside Myawaddy
near the Thai border, long known as a
base for online fraud and illegal
gambling. The military crackdown
prompted hundreds of workers,
including more than 450 Indians, (o

escape across the border to Thailand.
According to Maj. Gen.

Maitree
Chupreecha, who heads Thailand's
Naresuan Task Force, an Indian Air

Force transport aircraft has already
departed with the first batch of 270
nationals, news agency Associated Press
reported. Another flight will leave later

in the day, while the remaining
Indians are expected to be
repatriated next Monday.

Indian authorities had carried out a
similar mission in March, bringing
home 549 nationals following a

a previous cybercrime crackdown

along the same border region. Thai

officials in Mae Sof, just across
from Myawaddy, have set up
temporary shelters to process

more than 1,500 people from 28

countries -- among them Chinese,

Filipinos, Vietnamese, Ethiopians, and

Kenyans -- who fled the raid.

Southeast Asia remains a global hub for

[T

deceived with promises of legitimate
jobs, only to be coerced into running
scams inveolving fake romances,
frandulentinvestments, and gambling.

online scams. The UN Office on Drugs Myanmar's state media sald the assault on

and Crime has estimated that large-scale
syndicates across Myanmar, Cambodia,
and Laos generate nearly USD 40 billion
a year. Many victims are trafficked or

KK Park was part of broader efforts
launched in September to dismantle
cross-border scam networks. Witnesses
reported explosions inside the
compound as parts of it were
demolished.Still, independent
outlets such as The Irrawaddy
said that criminal operations
continued to function in and
around Myawaddy despite the
raids.
'w The growing cybercrime trade has
drawn international attention.
Last month, the United States and
United Kingdom imposed
sanctions on the organisers of a
major Cambodian scam
syndicate, while American prosecutors
indicted its alleged ringleader in New
York.In South Korea, the issue turned
personal after a young.
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Only war: Pak minister's
warning to Afghanistan if
today's truce talk fails

World . (Agency)

As Pakistan and Afghanistan prepare to resume crucial
peace talks in Turkey today, Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif has issued a stark warning that if the
negotiations collapse, it would force them to get into
a 'war' with the Taliban. The minister's blunt remarks
came during an interview with Geo TV on the eve of
the third round of dialogue, which will follow two
earlier rounds in Doha and Istanbul that ended
without a breakthrough. "If the negotiations fail, the
situation will deteriorate further. We have our
options. Considering how we are being targeted, we
may responed in the same manner," Asifsaid.

Louvre museum system's password at
time of $102 million jewel heist: Louvre

The extraordinary heist, which took place on
(ctober 19 in under seven minutes, forced
the closure of the Louvre. Eight items of
jewellery had been stolen from the Apollo
Gallery, including the emerald-and-diamond
necklace that Napoleon gave his wife
Empress Marie Louise and the 19th-century
crown of Empress Eugenie.

The extraordinary heist, which took =+

News that the password was simply
"Louvre". The startling revelation
came amid growing anger directed &

at museum officials over major s =T

security lapses.

place on October 19 in under seven

minutes, forced the closure of the & '. .

Louvre in Paris, the world's mosi- |
visited museum. Fight items of
jewellery had been stolen from the |
Apolle Gallery, including the
emerald-and-diamond necklace

around the Louvre, upgrade the
CCTV network and ask the interior
ministry to set up a police station
§  inside themuseum.

French media have speculated that
the robbers were amateurs, as they
dropped the most precious of the
jewels - Empress Eugenie's crown,
made of gold, emerald and
diamonds - during their flight, left
tools, a glove and other items at the
scene, and failed to set fire to the
movers'truck before fleeing.

The talks are being closely watched after a fragile
ceasefire was brokered between the two neighbours
following brief cross-border clashes earlier this

World . (Agency)
French authorities faced widespread

there were not enough cameras outside
monitoring the perimeter of the Louvre.

PERPETRATORSARRESTED
A week after the heist, police arrested two

that Napoleon gave his wife Empress
Marie Louise and the 19th-century crown

month. Turkey has been mediating to revive the
process, which has so far stumbled over Pakistan's
demands that Kabul act decisively against the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

At a weekly press briefing last week, Pakistan's
Foreign Office spokesperson Tahir Andrabi
confirmed the meeting and expressed hope for "a
positive outcome”. He emphasised that Pakistan will
keep "engaging in the mediation process” but
warned that peace hinges on Afghanistan's
willingness to prevent terrorist activity from its
territory.

US cuts flights by 10% as
shutdown chaos pushes air
travel towards crisis

Warld.(Agency)

The US government said on Wednesday it will cut air
traffic by 10 percent across 40 of the nation’s busiest
markets beginning Friday moming, in an effort to
maintain safety during the ongoing government
shutdown.The move could disrupt thousands of
flights nationwide. The air system handles more than
44,000 flights a day, from passenger jets to cargo and
private planes.

Air traffic controllers have been working without pay
since October 1, and increasing absences have left
shifts short-staffed, leading to mounting flight
delays, according to the news agency Associated
Press.“We can’t ignore it,” said Bryan Bedford, who
leads the agency oversesing air traffic operations.
“We will not wait for a crisis to act.”Bedford and
Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy said they will
meet airline executives to finalise how the cuts will
be implemented safely. The affected markets will be
named Thursday.

“If the pressures continue to build even after we take
these measures,” Bedford added, “we’ll come back
and take additional measures.”

ATRLINES BRACE FORTURBULENCE

Airlines are already adjusting. Southwest Airlines said
it is reviewing schedules and will contact travellers
whose flights may be affected.“We continue to urge
Congress to immediately resolve its impasse and
restore the National Airspace System to full
capacity,” the airline said.

Flight slowdowns are not new, they can occur due to
storms or limited staffing. But this shutdown, now
the longest in US history, has pushed the system into
uncharted territory.

Last weekend saw some of the worst shortages yet,
with at least 39 control centres reporting limited
staffing, according to an Associated Press analysis of
operations data. Before the shutdown, that weekend
average was just eight. Since October 1, it has tripled
to more than 26.

Death toll rises to 11 in
Kentucky UPS plane crash,
probe reveals engine loss

Washington .(Agency)

A cargo plane’s left wing caught fire and an engine
fell off just before it crashed and exploded after
takeoff in Kentucky, a federal official said
Wednesday, offering the first investigative details
about a disaster that killed at least 11 people,
including a child.First responders, meanwhile,
searched for more victims, a day after the crash at
UPS Worldport, the company’s global aviation hub
in Louisville, though Governor Andy Beshear said
finding survivors seemed unlikely. The inferno
consumed the enormous aircraft and spread to
nearby businesses.

Afterbeing cleared for takeoff, a large fire developed
in the left wing, said Toeld Inman, a member of the
National Transportation Safety Board, which is
leading the investigation.

The plane gained enough altitude to clear the fence at
the end of the runway before crashing just outside
Louisville Muhammad Ali International Airport,
Inman told reporters.Airport security video
“shows the left engine detaching from the wing
during the takeoff roll,” he said. The cockpit voice
recorder and data recorder were recovered, and the
engine was discovered on the airfield, Inman said.

“There are a lot of different parts of this aeroplane in
a lot of different places,” he said, describing a
debris field that stretched for halfamile.

ACHAINREACTION

The plane with three people aboard crashed about
5:15 pm Tuesday as it was departing for Honolulu
from UPS Worldport at the Louisville airport. The
crash had a devastating ripple effect, striking and
causing smaller explosions at Kentucky Petroleum
Recycling and hitting an auto salvage yard, Grade
A Auto Parts. Beshear said the child who died was
with a parent at the parts business.Beshear earlier
said it was a “blessing” that the plane did not hit a
nearby Ford Motor factory or the convention
center.

criticism following the audacious daylight
robbery at the Louvre, the world’s most
famous museum and home to the Mona
Lisa. Security lapses were blamed for the
$102 million heist. Now, it has emerged
that a remarkably simple password for the
museumn’s video surveillance system made
it all the easier for the Ocean’s 11-style
thieves to decamp with French crown
jewels. A museum employee told ABC

of Empress Eugenie.
During her testimony last month,

The exterior security cameras do not offer

Louvre full coverage of the museum's facade, she

director Laurence des Cars admitted
security lapses and cited deficient
nfrastructure and the lack of cameras in
the museum.

"Despite our efforts, despite our hard work

every day, we were defeated. We did not
detect the thieves' arrival early enough,"
Des Car said, blaming it on the fact that

said, adding that the window through
which the thieves broke in was not
monitored by CCTV.

Des Cars said she had repeatedly warned that

the centuries-old building's security was in
a dire state. "The warnings 1 had been
sounding came horribly true."She pledged
to establish no-parking perimeters in areas

men suspected of being the ones who broke
into the Louvre - a 34-year-old Algerian
who has lived in France since 2010 and was
detained by police as he fried to board a
flight to Algeria, and a 39-year-old already
under judicial supervision for aggravated
theft.Both live in Aubervilliers, in northern
Paris, and have "partially admitted” their
involvement, as per Paris prosecutor Laure
Beccuau.

Typhoon Kalmaegi causes mayhem in
14 glead, emergency declared

o] e °
Philippines; 1
PPINeES,
World . (Agency)

Scenes of uprooted ftrees,
submerged and damaged !
houses and flown off roofs
were visible across the
Philippines as Typhoon
Kalmaegi tore through the
Southeast Asian country on |
Wednesday, leaving 114
dead and scores missing.
Philippines President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr
declared a state of
emergency as rescue personnel raced
against time to evacuate the stranded,
APreported.

The typhoon, the deadliest to hit the
counfry this year, comes less than a
month after a powerful earthquake
killed 72 people and injured more
than 140. More misery is in store, with
officials warning that another tropical
cyclone could strengthen into a super
typhoon and batter northern
Philippines next week.

N4

According to local reports, around 130
people are still missing. The worst-
affected province was Cebu, where
the typhoon caused rivers and
waterways to swell, leading to flash
floods. The gushing waters engulfed
residential communities and forced
residents to climb on their roofs. At
least 71 people died in Cebu, mostly
from drowning in the flash floods.
"We did everything we can, but, you
know, there are really some
unexpected things like flash floods,"

AP quoted Cebu's governor as
saying.

Among those dead are six people
who were killed when a
Philippine air force helicopter
crashed in the southern province
of Agusan del Sur while it was on
its way to distribute relief
materials.

As per government estimates, the
typhoon has affected nearly 2
million people, displacing mere
than 5,60,000 villagers.

Experts said the situation in Cebu might
have compounded due to years of
unchecked quarrying that caused
clogging of nearby rivers, and
substandard flood control projects.
The issue saw street protests by
residents of Cebu in recent months.

The Philippines is battered by about 20
typhoons and storms each year. The
country, which has more than a dozen
volcanoes, is also often hit by

earthquakes.

If this happens to me, then...: Mexico
President after man gropes her in public

world.(Agency)

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum
has filed a formal complaint against a
man who groped her and
attempted to kiss her in public, .
describing the incident as a
reflection of the broader threats
women face in Mexico.

'TF THIS HAPPENS TO THE
PRESIDENT’

Speaking a day after a video of the
assault went viral, Sheinbaum
said the episode tells about the
daily risks women endure in a |_
country still plagued by
machismo and gender-based
violence.“If this happens to the
president, where does that leave all the
young women in our country?”
Sheinbaum said. “No man has the right
to abuse women’s personal space.”

The incident occurred on Tuesday in

Mexico City's historic centre, as
Sheinbaum walked from the National
Palace to the Ministry of Education
while greeting members of the public.

Video footage showed a middle-aged
man putting his arm around her,
touching her chest and trying to kiss
her. Sheinbaum pushed him away

before a staff member intervened. Her
security detail was not seen nearby at

the time.Sheinbaum later said the man

appeared to be drunk and confirmed

that he had been arrested later that
evening.

CALLSFORLEGALACTION
ON HARASSMENT

Sheinbaum said she has asked the
federal Women’s Ministry to
review state laws on sexual
harassment, adding that such
behaviour should be treated as a
criminal offence punishable by
law.

“Tt must be denounced, it must be
named, because it’s an act of
violence,” she said, noting that
harassment remains

madequately punished across several

Mexican states.Currently, sexual

harassment is recognised as a crime in

only about half of Mexico’s states,
including the capital.

3 more Chinese nationals
charged with smuggling

biological materials into US

World . (Agency)

United States federal prosecutors have charged three
Chinese nationals connected to the University of
Michigan with allegedly attempting to smuggle
biological materials into the country, expanding a
case that began carlier this year.According to a
criminal complaint filed in the US District Court for
the Fastern District of Michigan, Xu Bai and
Fengfan Zhang are facing conspiracy to smuggle
charges, while Zhiyong Zhang is accused of making
false statements, CBS News reported. The
investigation was led by Homeland Security
Investigations' Detroit office as part of its National
Security Global Trade group.

"At some point, pattern becomes practice. And,
apparently, these three men are part of a long and
alarming pattern of criminal activities committed by
Chinese Nationals under the cover of the University
of Michigan. This is a threat to our collective
security. We are thankful for the vigilance of our
elite federal partners — ICE HSI, FBIL, and CBP —
as a counterweight against this threat," US Attorney
Jerome Gorgon said inastatement.

The case stemmed from an earlier probe involving
Chengxuan Han, a Chinese national arrested in June
at Detroit Metro Airport. Han was accused of
shipping undeclared biological materials to
Michigan and pleaded no contest in September to
multiple smuggling charges and lying to federal
agents. She was sentenced to time served and
deported to China on September 11.

Investigators said one of Han's intercepted UPS
shipments, inspected by US Customs and Border
Protection in March this year, was addressed to Bai's
apartment in Ann Arbor. The package contained
petri dishes with Caenorhabditis elegans,
genetically modified roundworms often used in
biological research.Other parcels were sent to Ann
Arbor addresses linked to the accused, including
some meant for Fengfan Zhang but addressed to
"Dylan Zhang", according to the complaint.

Bai, 28, arrived in the US in August 2024, Fengfan
Zhang, 27, came in September 2023 and Zhiyong
Zhang, 30, in September 2021. All three lived in
Ann Arbor and were enrolled as J-1 exchange
scholars at the University of Michigan.

The affidavit noted that when Han was detained in
June, Fengfan and Zhiyong Zhang were at the
airport to pick her up. During questioning, Han
initially denied knowing Bai or sending any
shipments but later admitted to mailing between
fiveand ten packages from China.

Trump has a new number for aircraft
shot down in India-Pakistan conflict

World . (Agency)

.There seems fo be no end to US President

with both of them (India and
Pakistan), and then I read on the

India and Pakistan.While Pakistan
has massaged Trump's ego by

Donald Trump's love affair with the India-
Pakistan conflict, coming up each time
with exaggerated and unverified claims.
Now, the eccentric President has revised
his count of jets downed during the three-
day hostilities in May. This, of course,
while once again reminding the world of
how he played the peacemaker in getting
India and Palistan to reach a ceasefire deal
through trade threats.
The event might have been a business forum,
but for Trump, a master salesman, every
stage is an opportunity to showcase his
credentials and boast about the number of
wars he has stopped.

TRUMPCLAIMS 8§ JETS DOWNED

Addressing the America Business Forum in
Miami, Trump now claimed that eight
planes were effectively shot down during
the May 7-10 Operation Sindoor.

"You know, I was in the midst of a trade deal

front page of a certain
newspaper... | heard they were
going to war. Seven planes were
shot down, and the eighth was
really badly wounded... Eight
planes were shot down,
essentially," Trump said.

Over the past few months, Trump

has repeated his claim of settling

the India-Pakistan conflict over 60

times, with varying numbers of

fighter aircraft shot down. He has,
however, stopped short of specifying
which country the aircraft belonged to.

suffered some losses, it has emphasised
that §-10 Pakistani fighter jets, including
US-made F-16s and Chinese JF-17s, were

Initially, Trump claimed that five jets were
shot down. Months later, he revised the

destroyed, both on the ground and in the

air, during the conflict.
'STOPPED POTENTIAL

NUCLEAR

number to seven."lf vou look at India and
Pakistan, they were going at it. Seven
brand-new, beautiful planes were shot
down," Trump said in October at an event
in Tokyo.While India has admitted it

WAR’

At the business forum, Trump once again

reiterated that it was his intervention that
stopped a paotential nuclear war between

doing his bidding, India has
vehemently denied the US
President's claims, maintaining
that the ceasefire was forged
through direct contact.

"I said, this is war, and they are going
at it. And they are two nuclear
nations. I said, T am not going to
make any trade deals with vou guys
unless you agree to peace'," Trump
said."The two nations said mo way'".
I said, "You are nuclear powers. [

am not trading with you. We are not making

any deals with you if you are at war with
each other'," he further said.

He claimed that within 24 hours, he received

a call from India and Pakistan about their
ceasefire deal."l said, "Thank you. Let's do
trade". Isn't that great? Tariffs did that
Without tariffs, that would have never
happened," Trump said amid applause.
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WPL 2026 Retention Review:
UP Warriorz opt complete
rejig, Ml make tough

sacrifices

New Delhi. (Agency)
The Women’s Premier League (WPL) 2025

PM Modi's message to women's team: Go to
your schools, inspire the next generation

Women’s World Cup trophy for the first messages from you, they will believe them

school per day. Not only will this maotivate

retentions have seemingly been finalised.
The BCCI had set Wednesday, November 5,
as the deadline for confirming the list of
retained and released players, with the
auction scheduled for November 27 at
Aerocity, New Delhi. Before the official
announcement, ESPNcricinfo accessed the
list of players retained by their respective
franchises. All eyes were on the Mumbai
Indians (MT), the most successful side in the
league’s short but eventful history, having
clinched the title twice in 2023 and 2025.
There was also plenty of buzz surrounding
the Delhi Capitals (DC), who have
consistently come close to glory but have
fallen just short of the title three seasons ina
row.Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB)
fans were equally anxious, especially after
their maiden championship win in 2024,
following two disappointing seasons where
they failed to progress beyond the league
stage.

Meanwhile, both UP Warriorz and Gujarat
Giants were expected to head back into the
auction market in search of fresh talent,
hoping to rebuild and strengthen their
squads after enduring mixed campaigns
over the past three seasons.

With the retention window now closed and the
auction on the horizon, here’s a look at how
the five teams are shaping up ahead of WPL
2026.

Mumbai Indians

Mumbai Indians faced tough choices as they
had to pick from players who shone both in
the WPL and on the international stage.
Among their many all-rounders, they
retained Nat Sciver-Brunt and Hayley
Matthews, but due to the two-foreign-player
limit, they had to release Amelia Kerr, Chloe
Tryon, and Nadine de Klerk. They also can’t
use the RTM option, having already
fimalised their five retentions.

Queensland hit by half a
million lightning strikes:
Will 4th T201 even be
played?

New Delhi. (Agency)

After days of chaos caused by an intense bout
of thunderstorms, Queensland is finally set
for calmer skies — just in time for the
fourth T20I between India and Australia at
the Carrara Oval on Thursday, November 6.
What had briefly looked like another
weather-threatened fixture in this rain-
marred series now promises to unfold under
clear skies and bright lights on the Gold
Coast.Last weekend, Queensland endured
one of its wildest weather spells of the year.
A powerful thunderstorm swept through the
state’s southeast, unleashing giant
hailstones nearly 9 cm wide, destructive
winds, and a staggering half a million
lightning strikes in a single day. The storm
caused widespread power outages, brought
down trees and power lines, and left several
communities around Toowoomba, Ipswich
and Logan without electricity for over 24
hours. The State Emergency Service
received nearly 300 calls for help — most
involving damaged roofs, broken windows,
and flooding due to water ingress.

But as the region recovers from that extreme
spell, the focus now shifts to cricket. With
the five-match series locked at 1-1, both
India and Australia head to Carrara QOval
eager to gain the upper hand in what could
be a decisive contest. The first T20I in
Canberra was washed out, but Australia
bounced back strongly in Melboume before
India responded in Hobart, chasing down
187 with ease. The fourth match, therefore,
comes with high stakes — the winner will
move within striking distance of clinching
theseries.

AUSvsIND, 4th T201: Weather prediction

Thankfully for fans and players alike, the
turbulent weather that battered Queensland
last weekend won't be a concern on match
day. According to weather.com, the Gold
Coast is expected to enjoy sunny conditions
with temperatures ranging from 20 degrees
Celsius Cto 26degrees Celsius. The chance
of rain is as low as 4 percent during the day
and 6 percent in the evening, while
humidity will hover around 58 percent,
perfect for a game of cricket under the
lights.

The Gold Coast’s coastal breeze might play a
part in the bowling dynamics, but after
weeks of weather disruptions across
Australia, Thursday’s game finally looks
set fora full, uninterrupted contest.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met the Indian
women's cricket team in
New Delhi. Modi shared a
powerful message with the
team, and asked them to
play a key role in inspiring
the next generation.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Prime Minister Narendra Modimet the Indian

women's cricket team in New Delhi on
Wednesday, November 5, in a session that
blended fun, inspiration, and guidance.
After spending time with all 16 players, the
Prime Mister shared a heartfelt message,
urging the champions to inspire the next
generation of the country.The Indian
women’s team made history on November
2, defeating South Africa by 52 runs at the
DY Patil Stadium in Navi Mumbai to lift the

During the meeting, PM Modi

“Go to the schools one day. Meet the

time. Their remarkable campaign included
a thrilling semi-final victory over Australia,
followed by a dominant performance
against South Africa in the final.

them, but you will also be motivated by
their energy and enthusiasm.”
PM Urges Players to Promote Fit India

The triumph came under the '
leadership of captain Harmanpreet
Kaur, marking a historic milestone
for Indian cricket.

encowraged the players to visit

schools and interact with children, |
highlighting how such encounters
could leave a lasting impact on |
young fans who idelise cricketers.

kids. Talk to them. They will ask
you a lot of questions. And you
please answer them. I am very sure

Movement

this will become a core memaory for them. The Prime Minister also urged the team to

They will remember you for life,” Modi
said.He added, “Tam not saying you have to
go to every school. Visit the schools where
you studied. Select three schools, and
whenever you have time this year, go to one

promote the Fit India movement, aimed at
tackling the growing issue of obesity in the
country. “Obesity is becoming a big
problem in India. Reduce the consumption
of o1l by 10 per cent. If people hear these

IND v AUS, 4th T201: Shubman Gill faces the

heat as India eye series lead in Gold Coast

New Delhi. (Agency)

India and Australia meet in the penultimate
T201 of the five-match series on Thursday,
6 November, at Carrara Oval in Gold
Coast. After having played at traditional
venues i Canberra, Melboume and
Habart, India now move to Peaple’s First
Stadium, which will host only its third
T20I and its first since 2022.The
extended break between the third and
fourth T201s allowed India to arrive in
Gold Coast early and prepare for the
challenge ahead. With the series level at
1-1 after three matches, both teams
understand the importance of a victory on
Thursday, with an unassailable lead up
for grabs.India carry momentum into the
contest after clinching the third T20I in
Gold Coast, riding on Arshdeep Singh and
Varun Chakravarthy’s bowling heroics and
a crucial cameo with the bat from
Washington Sundar.

As bowling coach Morne Morkel said on
Wednesday, India have been keen on
mixing things up and giving opportunities
to as many players as possiblein the lead-up

A

‘ Since returning to the T20I side, the Test

to the T20 World Cup early next year. While
winning the series remains a priority, the
team management has not shied away from
experimenting.A few players, such as Sanju
Samson and Arshdeep Singh, have been

rotated, with the confidence that they

remain firmly in the mix. The series in

Australia has provided an opportunity to

test the bench and assess depth.

However, India are vet to gain the same
level of confidence from one key
batting position — the opener’s slot
occupied by vice-captain Shubman
Gill.

and ODI captain has struggled to make
an impression. In the ongoing series,
Gill has managed only 57 runs in three
matches.India broke the fearsome
opening combination of Abhishek
Sharma and Samson to accommodate
Gill at the top in T20Is. While his
elevation to vice-captaincy appeared to
make him an automatic selection, questions
have beenraised about the merit ofhis place
in the T201 set-up, particularly given the
options available for the openingrole.

Harleen Deol asks PM Modi about his
skincare routine, leaves team in splits

New Delhi. (Agency)

India batter Harleen Deol had her teammates
in fits of laughter when she asked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi about his skincare
routine during an official meeting between
the Prime Minister and the World
Cup—winning Indian women’s cricket
team. What started as a formal
discussion about India’s historic
World Cup triumph quickly took a
humorous turn, thanks to Harleen’s
spontaneous question.During the §%
interaction, Prime Minister Modi
praised Harleen for her cheerful nature
and her ability to keep the atmosphere
light, even under pressure. After
responding to his remarks, Harleen
decided to turn interviewer for a
moment. When everyone expected her to
ask a serious or cricket-related question, she
caught the entire room off guard.

“Sir, your skin is always glowing. Can you
please tell me what is your skincare
routine?” Harleen asked with a smile.Her
unexpected question had everyone,

— especially the daughters of the country.
Your contribution will make a real
difference,” he said.Vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana thanked the Prime
Minister on behalf of the team,
acknowledging his words of
wisdom and guidance. “We will
remember your words. Whenever
we get the opportunity, we will pass
on your message,” she said.

Mandhana further added that their
plan was to create a revolution in
Indian sports, not only cricket, and
that the World Cup win will give it
the required push.

“Going into the final, we had all been
discussing how winning the World
Cup would mark a new chapter for

sports in India, not just women's cricket.

The impact it will bring on sports, that will

start a revolution i India. So going

forward, we want to keep doing the same
thing, to bring a revolufion to women's
cricket. Thatis the aim," Mandhana said.

Ferran hits out after Club
Brugge tears down Barcelona

defence in 3-3 draw
New Delhi. (Agency)

A frustrated Ferran Torres lashed out at

Barcelona’s defensive frailties after the club
managed only a hard-fought 3-3 draw against
Club Brugge in the UEFA Champions
League. Barcelona were repeatedly exposed
by the Belgian side on Wednesday, November
5, conceding the lead three separate times
during a chaotic group-stage encounter.

The Catalan giants fought back on each

occasion, with goals from Ferran Torres and
Lamine Yamal keeping them in contention
before a late own goal from Christos Tzolis
salvaged a draw. Despite the comeback,
Ferran’s post-match remarks reflected deep
frustration with the team’s defensive display,
as he urged his teammates to raise their
standards at the back.Barcelona’s defensive
record this season has been a major cause for
concern. Since the sale of ligo Martnez, their
back line has looked increasingly vulnerable,
with defensive traps and pressing structures
often breaking down under pressure. The club
has conceded 13 goals in 11 Lal.iga matches
and a further 7 in just 4 Champions League
outings so far — a worrying statistic for a
team with title ambitions.

“They created a lot of danger on the counter-

meluding the Prime Minister, laughing. Muzumdar also shared a light-hearted story
Modi, still amused, replied, “I do not think
about all that.”Someone from the team
quickly added, “Sir, it’s the love of the
millions of this country!”

— prompting

even more laughterHead coach Amol
Muzumdar joined in the fun, jokingly
telling the Prime Minister, “As you can see
sir, these are the personalities I have to deal
with. Which has now made my hair go
white.”

‘Don't Want Photo With King Charles'

from India’s earlier tour of England. He
recalled that when the team was offered a
chance to take photographs with King
Charles, the protecol allowed only 20
people at a time in a single frame. This
meant that the entire squad and support
staft couldn’t pose together. According
to Muzumdar, the support staff then
emphasised that they wouldn't mind
missing a photo with the King —
because they were saving that moment
for when they would win the ODI
World Cup and meet Prime Minister
Modi instead.India vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana reflected that the team had
approached the World Cup with a larger
purpose — to spark a revolution in
women’s sports across the country. Their
eventual triumph, she said, wasn’t just
about lifting a trophy but about changing
perceptions and inspiring the next
generation. Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
who met the players after their historic win,
shared that sentiment wholeheartedly.

attack, and we should have done much better
in every area,” Ferran Torres told Movistar
Plus after the match. It felt like with just two
passes they were already inside our hox. We
have to find ways to improve. The team
reacted well and created plenty of chances,
but when you 're constantly chasing the game,
it becomes very difficult,” he added.

In a pulsating encounter at Brugge's Jan

Breydel Stadium, the home side struck first
through Nicolo Tresoldi in just the sixth
minute, capitalising on a lightning-fast
counterattack led by Carlos Forbs that laid
bare Barcelona's defensive vulnerabilities.

The 21-year-old Portuguese winger showcased

his blistering pace, confrolling a long pass
petfectly to beat the offside trap on the right
flank before surging into the box and squaring
the ball for Tresoldi, who slotted home with
composure past the Barcelona goalkeeper.

Barcelona responded almost immediately,

equalising two minutes later through Ferran
Torres, who finished from close range to level
the score at 1-1. However, Club Brugge
reclaimed the lead in the 17th mimate, as
Forbs tumed from provider to scorer,
finishing another rapid counterattack with
precision.

Harmanpreet Kaur tells PM Modi why she
pocketed the match ball after World Cup win

When PM Modi asked
Harmanpreet Kaur why she kept
the match hall, her answer was
simple — it was a piece of
history she wanted to hold on to
after India's first Women's World

Cup win.

New Delhi. (Agency)

When Prime Minister Narendra Modi met
India’s Women’s World Cup-winning team
in New Delhi on November 5, there was one
question that caught captain Harmanpreet
Kaur slightly off guard, why did she slip the
match ball into her pocket after taking the
final catch?lt was a small but powerful
gesture, one that brought Indian cricket full

circle. Forty-two years after Sunil
Gavaskar famously pocketed the match
ball following India’s maiden World
Cup ftriumph in 1983, Harmanpreet
unknowingly recreated the moment at
the DY Patil Stadium in Navi Mumbai.
Harmanpreet’s answer was as honest as
itcould get.

“This was also god's plan, sir. It was only
all of a sudden. I didn’t know the last
catch would come to me. After all these
years of hard work, when it did, I just felt
it should stay with me,” she said with a
smile.

Harmapreet's winning catch: Mark of a
newera

As Nadine de Klerk’s, South Africa's last hope

e n

her pocket, a keepsake from a night that will
live forever in Indian sporting history.

Harmapreet's winning catch: Mark of a
new era

ofabatter in their 299 chase, uppishdrive off A Nadine de Klerk’s, South Africa's last hope

Deepti Sharma flew toward cover,
Harmanpreet leapt, clutched the ball, and
with that catch, sealed India’s first-ever
Women’s ODI World Cup title. Amid the
celebrations, she quietly placed the ball in

of a batter in their 299—chase uppish drive off

Deepti Sharma flew toward cover,
Harmanpreet leapt, clutched the ball, and
with that catch, sealed India’s first-ever
Women’s ODI World Cup title. Amid the

celebrations, she quietly placed the ball

in her pocket a keepsake from a night

that will live forever in Indian sporting
| history.

India’s 52-run win over South Africa in
the final ended years of hard work,
heartbreak, and close calls for the
women’s team. Harmanpreet Kaur’s
smart captaincy made a big difference
in the final. She gave the ball to Shafali
Verma, who had rarely bowled in
ODlIs, and the move changed the game.
Shafali struck twice to dismiss Sune
Luus and Marizanne Kapp, putting

India in control. With Deepti Sharma’s five-

wicket-haul and Shafali taking two crucial

wickets after scoring a decisive 87 with the
bat, the team put on a complete performance
to lift their first World Cup title.

Harmanprest quietly slipping the match ball
mnto her pocket turned out to be a simple
gesture that connected India’s journey from
Lord’sin 1983 to DY Patil Stadiumin 2025.
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n " : Hardik Pandya, Mahieka Sharma

Get Cosy In The Ocean; PDA-Filled
Pic Breaks The Internet
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Raveena
Tandon .

Rejected SRK's Darr As She
Felt Uncomfortable, Says
'Swimming Costume Main...’

new, happier phase of his life. Months after his

separation from Natasa Stankovic in 2024, the
all-rounder has been spotted spending time with
model and actress Mahieka Sharma. On Tuesday,
Hardik took to Instagram to share a few candid
pictures that instantly caught the internet’s
attention.In one of the viral photos, Hardik is seen
washing a car with Mahieka, both laughing and
teaging each other playfully. Several other images
show the duo enjoying each other’s company,
hinting that the cricketer is no longer keeping his
relationship under wraps. Another photo from his

Indian cricketer Hardik Pandya appears to be in a

aveena Tand_on has reve;aled tha_t she was the first choi_ce to play the Instagram story showed Hardik and Mahicka
female lead m the acclaimed thriller Darr (1993), opposite superstar getting cosy in the ocean during a romantic
Shah Rukh Khan. In a candid interview, Tandon said she was offered getaway. Fans couldn’t help but notice how relaxed
therole of Kiran, but she had to turn down the offer as she felt uncomfortable " ' and content he looked while also spending quality
with certain scenes. The role eventually went to Juhi Chawla, and her time with his son, A gastya.
chemistry with SRK impressed fans. ‘ Who Is Mahieka Sharma?

Mahieka Sharma, who holds a degree in Economics
and Finance, trangitioned into full-time modelling
and acting soon after college. Over the years, she
has featured in numerous music videos,
independent films, and commercials for popular
brands like Tanishq, Vivo, and Uniglo. Mahieka
hasalso graced the runway for top Indian designers
such as Manish Malhotra, Anita Dongre, and Tarun
Tahiliani.

Her growing popularity in the fashion world earned
herthe “Model of the Year (New Age)" award at the
Indian Fashion Awards in 2024. Known for her
dedication, Mahieka once walked the ramp despite
battling a severe eye infection — a moment that
fang and peers praised for her professionalism and
resilience.

Hardik Pandya’s Past Relationship

Before his reported relationship with Mahieka,
Hardik Pandya was married to actress and model
Natasa Stankovic. The couple, who tied the knot in
May 2020 and renewed their vows in February
2023 in a dual Hindu and Christian ceremony,
announced their separation in July 2024,

Abhishek Kumar Bids Adieu To
'Pati, Patni Aur Panga, Pens
Emotional Note: 'Milte Hili Jald'

5 ™

Raveena shared in a chat with ANT, “Darr had come to me first. So, you were
talking about that vulgarity and whether you didn’t do. So, no though it was
not vulgar, but there was sometimes some scenes that I was not
comfortable with.”

She explained, “Darr mein
kuchh aise pehle scenes
the where, vou know,
woh tha kuchh. Couple
of scenes the. Swimming
costume main kabhi
pehen ke nahi jaati thi.
would say ‘no, T will
not wear a swimming
costume’. Yeah, kuchh
aise the, matlab scenes
that | was a little
uncomfortable.”

Raveena revealed that
she was also offered
the 1991 film Prem
Qaidi. Raveena
shared, “Like Prem
Qaidi, in fact, the
first film which I
think Lolo
(Karisma
Kapoor) got
launched, was
actually offered to
me first. But even thaf,
there was this one scene
where the hero pulls down
the zipper or something,
and a strap is showing. I was
uncomfortable with that. So
I used to be uncomfortable
with a lot of things."“l was

very uncomfortable with proximity, with people whom I could not, I would

not... I’d be very very like this (leaned back). I was a little uppity at that
time, [ think andnot snooty, | wasnever snooty. I was always like how L am
right now only. So that’s why they treated me like a boy," the actress
said. Meanwhile, on the work front, Raveena Tandon is gearing up for the
second season of Karmma Calling.
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Abhishel Kumar was seen posing with host

and Bollywood aciress Sonali Bendre, aleng
with Munawar Faruqui in the piclures.
——

F I Yelevision actor Abhishek Kumar recently

e

Twinkle Khanna

Says 'Older People Are Better' At Hiding
Affairs, Talks About 'Changing Partners’

/ I \winkle Khanna’s opinions on cheating had caught  everything about their lives, affairs." However, Ananya

took to his social media account to bid adieu

to his hit fun reality show Pati Patni Aur
Panga. Sharing a carousel post feafuring every
couple and also the hosts of the show, Abhishek
penned a beautiful note.He wrote, “So it’s a wrap
for Pati Patmi aur Panga Bohat saare khoobsoorat
pal sath le k jaa raha hu. Kya hi show tha, sab log

pvaare itne ache k kya hi batau. Last day pe
alag level ki excitement bhi thi and emotional bhi
tha k ye aaj last day hai shoot ka. Per koina aap
sabne itna pyaar dia hamare show ko uske lie ap
sabka dil se shukriya Bas aise hi apna pyaar bana k
rakhein, Milte hain jald. { I'm taking along so
many beautiful memories with me. What a show it
was—everyone was so lovely and so good, Tcan’t
even putitinto words. On the last day, there was a
different level of excitement, but it was also
emotional knowing it was the final day of the
shoot. But it’s okay — you all have given so much
love to our show, and for that, a heartfelt thank you
Please keep showering your love like this always.
Seeyousoon!)

The actor was seen posing with host and Bollywood
actress Sonali Bendre; host Munawar Faruqui;
and participant celebrity couples Rubina Dilaik
and Abhinav Shukla, Swara Bhaskar and Fahad
Ahmad, Sudesh Lahiri and wife, Hina Khan and
Rocky Jaiswal, newlyweds Avika Gor and Milind
Chandwani, Debina Bonnerjee and Gurmeet
Choudhary, and others.

Recently on the show, Abhishek Kumar and his ex-
girlfriend and actress Isha Malviya were seen
getting emotional and breaking down. The former
couple, who have had a complicated and turbulent
past, opened up about their relationship. A visibly
disturbed Abhishek expressed his emotions and
said, “Twish I hadn’t made that mistake. I wish this
wouldn’t have happened.” He added, “When you
see yourself growing and improving gradually,
vou feel that God has done the right thing by
separating us."His words reflected deep regret.
Responding to him, Isha Malviya also got teary-
eyed and said, “The matter has gone out of hand.
There are a lot of things that have happened in the
past. [ am so sorry. [just, Iknow it’s..." just before
breaking down and being unable to continue to
talk. For the uninitiated, Abhishek and Isha’s
relationship made headlines during their time on
thereality show Bigg Boss 17.

everyone’s attention recently. She was even  opined that due to social media, “everything comes out
trolled for normalising physical cheating duringa  anyway".The second statement was: Today’s kids
segment on her show with Kajol, Two Much. Now, change their partners faster than they change outfits.

Twinkle has said that she believes that it’s easier for ~ While Twinkle was in agreement, Farah, Kajol and

older people to hide their affairs as they have had more  Ananya disagreed. Twinkle said, “It’s a good thing

experience.During a segment on Two Much, Twinkle  because in our tirne, it was like, “What will people say?

Khanna, Kajol, Ananya Panday, and Farah Khan hadto ~ We can’t do this.” They are changing their partners
quickly, and I think it’s a good thing."

Ananya Panday said, “People have
always been changing their partners.
Earlier, it was a bit quiet." Twinkle
added, “Tt’s much easier for them
because they have no baggage. They
are like, ‘This 1s not working. Let’s
move on quickly.”

Previously, in a similar segment,
Twinkle and Kajol had expressed
thatemotional infidelity was a bigger
relationship dealbreaker than
physical cheating as “raat gayi baat |
gayi". While Twinkle, Kajol and
Karan Johar believed that physical
cheating is not a dealbreaker in
relationships, Janhvi Kapoo
agree or disagree with this staterment: older people are  condernned both forms. Twinkle said, “She’s young:
better at hiding their affairs than younger people.  She hasn’t seen everything we've seen."Karan Jolil
Twinkle, Farah and Ananya agreed with this notion,  gpined, “I believe physical infidelity is not a deff
whileKajol was in disagreement. breaker." Twinkle chimed in, “I mean raat gayi, baat

Twinkle Khanna said, “Older people are much better, lots  gayi." Janhvi held her ground and said, “Nahi, nahi.

of practice.” Kajol disagreed with the statement and  Baat nahi jaati hai." Twinkle reiterated, “You are
shared, “I feel younger people are much better athiding  young.”

|
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