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Misreading
hetween the lines

I'was (ironically) teaching a communications course
at a college some months ago when I noticed that
the boys were sitting with their arms crossed, a
gesture that typically signifies defensiveness or
disagreement. The students were mostly girls;
there was just a handful of boys, sitting together at
the extreme left of the room. Aah, I thought to
myself, they probably don’t want to be lectured by
awoman. But [ wasn’t quite sure; some of the boys
had been quite responsive earlier in the day.

“Is there a problem?” I asked. “This corner is very
quiet and you are all sitting tight, with your arms
crossed.” “Ma’am, we’re freezing to death.
They’ve turned up the AC in this part of the room
and we’re trying desperately to keep ourselves
warm,” said one of the students. “Oh dear, let me
get that fixed,” I said and went over to talk to the
supervisor, laughing at myself for misreading the
situation. Here I was, a long-time teacher of non-
verbal communication, behaving like a novice and
jumping to the wrong conclusion.

When it comes to reading body language, it’s easy to
fall into the trap of wrong assumptions. ‘A person
not making eye contact has something to hide.’
‘All smiling people are happy.” ‘A listener
fidgeting in their seat is not paying attention.’
People often bandy about such notions, only to
discover later that they’re totally misplaced.

A friend of mine told me about a recent pitch she
made to an investor. She said she knew she had a
great product and a compelling argument. But as
she took the investor through the presentation, she
felt her confidence ebbing away. Because he didn’t
nod or smile or ask a single question. The only
time he spoke was to say ‘Thank you’ as he left the
room. My friend was shattered till she got a call
from the investor’s assistant, saying he’d loved the
pitch and wanted to set up a longer meeting. “But
he didn’t say anything or even smile,” wailed my
friend. “That’s just his way. He’s very reserved. If
he didn’t like it, he wouldhave said something,”

explained the assistant.So, there you have it.
Another case of crossed wires. As humans, we are
programmed to look for facial and behavioural
cues that we can gauge for meaning. The practice
is believed to have started with our ancient
ancestors, for whom body language was the only
basis of communication and they often had only a

In my student years spent in Nainital, the local slang for

jubilee of its becoming an independent state. The state

The BJP says it broke the jinx and put Uttarakhand,

The young Chief Minister, Pushkar Singh Dhami, also

Uttarakhand ka tempo high hai!

Please let us not force this grand melange of cultures in a restrictive narrative crafted by some political strategists for winning elections
¥

a lucky period in someone’s life was “Yaar aajkal
uska tempo high hai!” Invoking the phrase, one can
safely say, “Aajkal Uttarakhand ka tempo high
hai!”For proof, see how between two phases of the
crucial Bihar Assembly elections, the Prime Minister
found time to visit Uttarakhand to celebrate the silver

was carved out of the vast northern hilly regions of
Uttar Pradesh after the Pahadis went on a dharna
against the Samajwadi Party government in Lucknow
perennially neglecting the poor region.With the late
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s son on the rise again, this is
the perfect time for politicians to remind the
Uttarakhandis of a sorry chapter about many
demonstrators demanding a separate state being shot
dead by Yadav’s government in Rampur. It also
provides sub-plots about how the subsequent Chief |
Ministers from OBC and Dalit ranks went back on &
their word for a fair division of joint assets between
UP and Uttarakhand.

christened Devbhumi, on a fast track for
development. Speaking in Dehradun, the PM
pronounced that Uttarakhand’s greatness lay in its
‘spiritual power’: adhyatmic shakti. He underscored,
as is his wont, his deep personal attachment to the |
spiritually charged holy land and added that in the |
coming years, this area will become the ‘spiritual
capital’ of India.

came in for special praise for having implemented the
Uniform Civil Code, and for putting a stop to
religious conversions and communal riots. While the

jury is still out on the assertions, here are a few

thoughts about what Uttarakhand’s long history of
spiritual and religious beliefs evolving out of a melange
of faiths and local beliefs and practices has actually
been.The new Devbhumi narrative crafted by the Sangh
came to my generation of Pahadis as a shock, when a
multi-coloured dreamscape created by our ancestors is
sought to be bulldozed to pave way for a new vision of
Bharat Mata and “tikaoo vikas”. The latter is a self-
contradictory term as the great environmentalist Anupam
Mishra pointed out. The term, he said, was a shoddy
translation of what the UN was selling as “sustainable
development”. Development, Mishra pointed out, means
moving ahead, while “tikaoo” means static. How do the
NGOs and villagers they were working with reconcile to
this cracked vision of modern development, where the
more you changed, the more things remained the same?

To free land from land-grabbers, the double-engine Dhami

government is going to squeeze out all shrines, mazaars

-

and churches. An ugly new word, ‘Land Jihad’, has been
coined. The government in promoting religious tourism
has clarified that it considers the Sangh’s version of
Sanatan Hindu Dharma as the golden benchmark. But
what about Uttarakhand’s pre-Sanatan pantheon of local
gods and goddesses? What about demi-gods like Golu
Devta, Sam and Airy, gods of cattle rearers? Muslim pirs,
Nathpanthi Gorakh Baba, Guru Nanak, and the famous
gurdwara located near Kedarnath in Hemkund Sahib?As
for Muslim pirs, Syed Kalu (of Turkic origin) and
Maimanda Pir, Devbhumi itself has never discriminated
between them and other holy ones. Maimanda Pir is said
to have received his diksha in Kashi. Both Kalu Pir and
Maimanda Pir are still routinely invited through songs
sung during exorcism rites to protect the innocent and
drive out evil: “Tu Maimanda pir masaan...Turkani ko
putra haat avyu...” (You the son of a Turk mother, the
brave Maimanda, please emerge from the burial site). The
two are referred to as the bravest among the brave and the

Export mission meets the moment, needs steady implementation

-

.- T‘_-.h.,'—_ ‘;

pir of pirs (“Veeranu ko veer, piran ko pir”).

It is unsurprising that in the manner of many other medieval

pirs, gurus and sadhus, at each place the great men paused
to take a break, a commemorative shrine came up. As a
child, one has seen at least three Kalu Pir shrines in
Almora, Ranikhet and Haldwani and heard of two more,
one in Lohaghat near the Nepal border and Bhimtal.

So yes, Devbhumi it is, but not in the way it is being sought

to be projected. Landscapes such as these are not
sanctified by the size of shrines and the wealth of rich
devotees in the name of who those disaster-prone six-lane
roads and year-long religious tourism channels are being
created.The sacred ecology of the region has been
protected and maintained by a humble bunch of local
faithfuls. Please let us not force this grand melange of
cultures in a restrictive narrative crafted by some political
strategists for winning elections, and influencing young
minds with a wrong understanding of what it means to live

and love.

These two export-promotion-package initiatives should partially shield exports from the multiple headwinds they face—but only if they are rolled out on time and implemented well

moment to identify if the person facing them was a
friend or foe.It’s no longer a matter of life or death.
At least, not usually. Today, reading someone’s
body language is meant to help us work better with
them.Only, it’s not a foolproof language. Unlike
words, behavioural cues do not have clear, distinct
meanings. Nor do gestures or expressions always
signify the same thing. Non-verbal
communication is a dynamic, complex process
that depends heavily on the communicator and
their circumstances.First, one man’s smile need
not be his neighbour’s style. To truly understand a
person’s state of mind, you must consider their
overall personality. A warm handshake from an
introvert is more meaningful than multiple hugs
from an extrovert who dispenses affection like a
vending machine.Second, you need to factor in the
situational context. Just as you can’t isolate one
gesture and read meaning into it, you can’t
separate cues from the environment in which they
occur. A loud voice on a football field is very
different from araised voice in the office.

The government’s ?45,000-crore package for export

promotion is its latest attempt to support a sector facing
unprecedented geopolitical shocks. The package includes
a ?25,000-crore Export Promotion Mission, which
primarily is a consolidation of a few existing schemes to
ensure that the nation can respond swiftly to global trade
challenges and evolving exporter needs. It focuses on
better access to trade finance for smaller enterprises,
improved market access and visibility for Indian products,
and enhanced export readiness through compliance,
packaging, and certification support. The scheme is also
looking to boost exports from non-traditional districts and
sectors. It integrates existing export support measures
such as the Interest Equalisation Scheme and the Market
Access Initiative to align them with contemporary
requirements. The other part of the package—Credit
Guarantee Scheme for Exporters—will provide
government cover to exporters, enabling their access to
720,000 crore of additional credit.These two initiatives,
along with the recent extension of the Remission of Duties
and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) scheme,

should partially shield exports from the multiple
headwinds they face—but only if they are rolled out on
time and implemented well. The Export Promotion
Mission, initially announced in the Union budget to last
for six years up to 2030-31, is yet to be rolled out eight
months into the current financial year. The mission’s goal

How Bihar election has become a remarkable case study

of encouraging exports from non-traditional
districts is ambitious, but worth pursuing to
broaden the export base and benefit newer
districts. It can also serve as a logical extension of
the ‘One District, One Product’ scheme.

The laudable larger goal of both parts of the
package—enabling smaller exporters’ easier
access to credit—should give this hard-hit, crucial
segment a fresh lease of life. The schemes for
credit guarantee and interest equalisation, which is
now part of the mission, meets the need of the
moment. However, experts have questioned the
sufficiency of the funds allocated. The amount of
725,000 crore for six years—amounting to an
annual allocation of a bit over 74,000 crore—may

not be enough. The interest equalisation scheme alone cost

more than ?3,500 crore last year. The learning from

RoDTEP—that once launched, there should not be too

much tinkering with a scheme—should also be borne in

mind. It’s a mission well begun, but its success will
depend on how it hits the ground.

The Red Fort car blast depicts Pakistan has changed its tactics of sponsoring terror in India through a white-collar terror spread

The jury is out. The Bihar elections announce—don’t take
us for granted — because if you do, we will show you your
place by voting for a party that we may or may not have
considered otherwise, writes Editor-in-chief Jyoti
Malhotra in her weekly column The Great Game
Tiraskar is the voter’s terse message.Voters were, SO
filled with contempt for the Congress — read, Rahul
Gandhi — that they have reduced the grand old party to
six seats in Bihar. Both at Tarn Taran in Punjab as well as
Budgam in J&K, the people have given a fair warning to
the ruling parties—AAP and NC respectively. The BJP’s
hunger to win, as Bihar showed and has been clear in
election after election, has never been in any doubt, she
writes.

The Mahagathbandhan (MGB) has plenty to reflect on,
writes senior journalist Radhika Ramaseshan in her Edit-
Oped NDA sweep leaves Opposition searching for
answers. The Congress was curiously reluctant to own
up Tejashwi as its leader; the MGB pulled in different
directions, she avers. As far as Prashank Kishor is
concerned, he faltered on two counts — one,
announcement to contest from Tejashwi’ s seat
Raghopur; second, his targets were not clear, she writes.

he ten percentage difference in the vote share between the
two alliances, the NDA at 47.2% and the MGB at 37.3 %,
gave a massive advantage to the NDA, writes Monash
University prof Manisha Priyam in her article What
drove NDA to landslide victory. How to we make sense
of this mandate? The answer lies in a range of electoral
maneuvrings, she writes. In the end, it was the NDA’s
allies that were scoring a perfect 10. Critical to BJP
courting Nitish Kumar was his carefully cultivated
image of delivering on pro-women development
schemes, she writes, with the Rs 10,000 bonanza to
women acting as the top-up.

Bihar tells us what exactly women voters are looking for
and why Nitish presents the perfect case study. They
build a relationship with leaders who address them,
writes senior journalist Ruhi Tiwari in her article Why
Bihar’s women voter is the real winner of 2025. Women

across states have used cash transfers to start small
businesses to earn a livelihood with dignity, she
explains.The spectre of terrorism was once again at
Delhi’s doorstep, after more than a decade. The Delhi car
blast incident marks a visible shift in Pakistan’s
approach to cross-border terrorism against India, writes
former Vice Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen SK Saini (retd)

Sehjaldeep Kaur, a girl from a village in Hoshiarpur,
having secured the 13th rank in the National Defence
Academy merit list, and young women cricketers from
villages and towns across India have shown the way of
sheer grit and hard work.Single-minded devotion to
excellence has enabled our girls to overcome constraints
. This is what young students should learn from their

Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus in Kuala Lumpur.
Renewal of the bilateral framework is a gambit shrouded
in ambiguity, writes Lok Sabha MP Manish Tewari in his
Edit piece What lies beneath India-US defence pact.
America’s complete estrangement from India would be a
geopolitical gift to Beijing and Moscow of incalculable
value. Ifthis renewal is a sign of strategy or weakness, of

in his Op-Ed piece White-collar terror is
now an inescapable reality. Pakistan’s deep
state now seeks to orchestrate attacks by
leveraging home-grown, white-collar
professionals — doctors, students,
seemingly respectable citizens. These
groups find new ways to evade detection,
sow confusion during investigations and
forestall leads.A Delhi University
professor reportedly got his name deleted
from Delhi’s electoral roll and got himself
enrolled in Bihar to vote. India’s electoral | |
law draws a bright, simple line: you may
register only where you are ‘ordinarily
resident’; Ordinary residence is about
where you actually live your life, says
former Chief Election Commissioner of
India SY Quraishi in his Edit piece Let’s
shut the door on poll-time ‘tourism’ . You
vote where you live. Not where your
ancestral house stands locked, not where
your party wants you for a week, not where
it is convenient on polling day. The law of
ordinary residence should not be stretched

for the sake of electoral convenience, he

adds, while enumerating practical steps to separate bona
fide movers from tactical shifters.The increasingly
protectionist stance being taken by the US in its trade
policies, in its new visa policies for professionals and
students, and its stance on illegal immigrants, gives one
clear message from the West — ‘go home’, writes
Gurbachan Jagat, former Manipur Governor and ex-
DGP, J&K in his Edit piece Nuggets in the dust.

example, poor farmers should learn to support children’s
activities, the government and the industry should
recognise talent and find ways to keep this talent here
and growing, he writes. History will not recount how
many elections or byelections we won — it will judge us
on how we developed our human resources.

A Major Defence Framework Agreement was signed
between the US and India on the sidelines of the ASEAN

wisdom or folly is an avoidable binary.
It is a continuum born out of shared
strategic imperatives, he thinks.

Coming to Delhi’s persistent air
pollution, curbing local burning
represents one of Delhi’s most direct
and achievable pathways to cleaner air,
write Arunabha Ghosh, CEO, Council
on Energy, Environment and Water, and
Priyanka Singh in their Op-Ed piece
Why Delhi must tackle its own fires
first. They have given solutions —
Delhi government should first map and
manage ward-level hotspots. enforce
responsibility among bulk waste
generators, scale up clean waste
processing and bioremediation and
finally eliminate solid fuel use for
cooking and heating.

A debate has sparked after a national
science academy, which had famously
refused to make APJ Abdul Kalam its
Fellow, bestowed upon industrialist
Mukesh Ambani its Fellowship — an
honour till now reserved only for

scientists having stellar academic and research

achievements. ISRO is autonomous on paper, but it has
no courage left to correct a minister when he disrespects
its founder publicly, writes science commentator Dinesh

C Sharma in his edit piece Academic autonomy under

siege. The Indian Statistical Institute, established nearly

a century ago, is on the radar of the Central government,

he writes.
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Jupan's economy contracts
as exports get hit by US
tariffs

TOKYO.(Agency)

Japan’s economy sank at an annualized rate of 1.8% in
the July-September period, government data showed
Monday, as US President Donald Trump’s tariffs sent
the nation’s exports spiraling.

On a quarter-by-quarter basis, Japan’s gross domestic
product, or GDP, or the sum value of a nation’s goods
and services, slipped 0.4%, in the first contraction in
six quarters, the Cabinet Office said.The annualized
rate shows what the economy would have done if the
same rate were to continue for a year. The fall was
still smaller than the 0.6% drop the market had
expected.A big decline during the quarter came in
exports, which were 1.2% down from the previous
quarter.Some businesses had sped up exports, when
they could, to beat the tariffs kicking in, inflating
some of the earlier data for exports.On an annualized
basis, exports dropped 4.5% in the three months
through September.Imports for the third quarter
slipped 0.1%. Private consumption edged up 0.1%
during the quarter. Tariffs are a major blow to Japan’s
export-reliant economy, led by powerful automakers
like Toyota Motor Corp., although such
manufacturers have over the years moved production
abroad to avert the blunt of tariffs. The U.S. now slaps
a 15% tariff on nearly all Japanese imports. Earlier
the tariffs were 25%.Japan also faced political
uncertainty recently, until Sanae Takaichi became
prime minister in October.

SC defers hearing by six
weeks on Sahara firm's plea
seeking nod to sell
properties to Adani

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Supreme Court on Monday deferred by six weeks
hearing on Sahara firm's plea seeking its nod to sell
properties to the Adani Group as it asked the Centre
to also file its response to the note submitted by
amicus curiae on the issue.A bench of Chief Justice
BR Gavai and Justices Surya Kant and MM
Sundresh impleaded the Ministry of Cooperation in
the matter after Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the Centre, said a lot of cooperative
societies were formed by the Sahara Group, which
may be affected.Senior advocate Shekhar Naphade,
who is an amicus curiae in the matter, submitted a
note to the court, saying he has received a lot of
objections with regard to the properties sought to be
sold by the Sahara group and in particular he has filed
objections with regard to 34 properties.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for the Sahara
Group, said he would like to file a response to the
note submitted by the amicus and emphasised that a
lot of properties were sold or leased out based on
forged documents.The bench said it is not the
appropriate forum to look into the sale or lease
documents and the trial court or a specific committee
appointed can look into those deeds.CJI Gavai told
Naphade, "Let the Union of India file its response
and then we will look into those issues".

The bench posted the matter for further hearing after
six weeks and asked the Centre to file its response to
the Sahara firm's plea as well as to amicus curiae's
note.On October 14, the top court sought the
response of the Centre, the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) and other stakeholders on a
plea of Sahara India Commercial Corporation Ltd
seeking permission to sell its 88 prime properties to
Adani Properties Private Limited.

CIBIL Score 750: Why your
Loan still gets rejected |
RBI Rules Explained

New Delhi.(Agency)

Whenever it comes to taking a loan from a bank from a
banking institution, it is imperative to mention the
CIBIL score. CIBIL must be good to purchase a loan
and it is considered better at 750. But, did you know
that the loan gets rejected even if you have 750
CIBIL? Let us tell you in detail about the issues
related to CIBIL score and the rules related to loans of
RBI.Even if the CIBIL score is above 750, the loan
gets rejected because banks not only look at your
score, but also check your overall financial position,
job stability and liabilities label. If anything goes
back and forth, you will not be able to get the loan
even if the CIBIL score is fine.CIBIL SCORE: RBI
Loan Guidelines

Your income and job stability matter the most in getting
a loan cleared. If you change jobs frequently or have
been unemployed for a long time, banks consider you
a bit risky. At the same time, if you are constantly

working in the same field and are associated with a
trustworthy company, then the bank feels confident.
Apart from this, your existing debts are also very
important. If 40-50% of your earnings are already
going into EMIs, banks are hesitant to grant a new
loan.Many people apply for multiple loans or credit
cards at the same time. This shows many ‘“hard
inquiries” in your report, which banks consider to be
a sign of economic pressure. In such cases, the
chances of loan rejection are increased. Also, if your
old record with the bank you are applying to is not
good. Such as missing EMI or loan settlement has
been delayed. So it might even go against you.

In the new rules, the minimum condition of credit score
for first-time borrowers has been removed. That
means banks can no longer reject anyone just by
looking at the low score.

India to source 10% of annual LPG
_imports from US under flrs -ever deal

The contract is India's first-
ever structured LPG
purchase agreement with
the US, and is benchmarked
to Mont Belvieu, the key US
pricing hub for LPG.

New Delhi.(Agency)

India has signed its first structured, long-

term contract to import liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) from the United
States, a move the government says will
strengthen the country’s energy security
and diversify supply sources at a time of
rising global volatility.Union Petroleum
and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri announced on Monday that state-run
oil companies have finalised a one-year
deal to import around 2.2 million tonnes
per annum (MTPA) of LPG from the US
Gulf Coast for the contract year 2026. This

volume represents nearly 10% of
India’s annual LPG imports,

marking a major shift in the
country’s sourcing strategy.The
contract is India’s first-ever
structured LPG purchase agreement
with the US, and is benchmarked to
Mont Belvieu, the key US pricing
hub for LPG. A joint team of
officials from Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL)
and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) had
travelled to the US over the past few
months to negotiate with major
American producers.“This is a historic
first,” Puri said, noting that one of the
world’s fastest-growing LPG markets is
now formally opening up to US supplies.
“In our endeavour to provide secure and
affordable LPG to the people of India, we
have been diversifying our sourcing. This
deal marks a significant step in that
direction.”

WHY THE DEALMATTERS

consumer, with demand driven by rapid
household adoption and the continued
expansion of the Ujjwala Yojana, which
provides subsidised LPG connections to
low-income households. Currently, India
imports over 50% of its LPG needs, with
most of the supply coming from West
Asian markets.The move to source a
sizeable portion from the US is part of
New Delhi’s strategy to reduce
dependence on traditional suppliers,

against sharp price spikes
in the global market.Puri
highlighted that despite
global LPG prices surging
more than 60% last year,
the government ensured
that Ujjwala beneficiaries
continued to pay only Rs
500-550 per cylinder,
while actual costs touched
Rs 1,100. The government,
he said, absorbed the
remaining burden,
spending over Rs 40,000
crore to shield consumers
from the price shock.The
minister called the US deal another step
toward ensuring “secure, affordable, and
reliable LPG supplies” for Indian
households.The agreement is expected to
deepen India-US energy cooperation and
could pave the way for longer-term supply
contracts in the future. For Indian oil
marketing companies, diversifying
sourcing away from a single geography
reduces supply-chain risk and adds

India is the world’s second-largest LPG

Is your Digital Life Certificate

rejected? Here's how you can fix it

New Delhi.(Agency)
Many government pensioners now
use the digital life certificate, or
Jeevan Pramaan, to finish their
yearly verification without
visiting a bank or pension office.
With the November 30 deadline
approaching, some still receive
messages saying their certificate
has been rejected.This leads to
confusion and, in some cases,
delays in pension payments. Here
is a simple look at why this
happens and what pensioners can
do.WHAT THE DIGITAL LIFE
CERTIFICATEACTUALLY IS

A digital life certificate is an electronic

proof that a pensioner is alive. It is
created using the pensioner’s Aadhaar
number and a biometric check, either
through a fingerprint or an iris scan.
Once the certificate is generated, it is
automatically sent to the bank, post
office, or treasury that manages the
monthly pension.Pensioners can also
check their status on the Jeevan
Pramaan website by entering their

Sensex, Nifty open in
earnings optimism lifts

New Delhi.(Agency)
Benchmark stock market indices opened
higher on Monday, supported by a
steady improvement in corporate
earnings and broader optimism around
Q2 results.Ataround 9:18 am, the S&P
BSE Sensex was up 87.27 points at
84,650.05, while the NSE Nifty50 rose
24.50 points to 25,934.55. Broader
market indices were mixed in early
trade.Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services, said the Q2 results
declared so far point to a clear
improvement in profitability. “Net
profits have grown by 10.8%, which is
the best in the last six quarters. Thisis a
beat over earlier estimates,” he
noted.He expects Q3 earnings to
strengthen further, led by discretionary
consumption. “Discretionary
consumption, particularly
automobiles, will lead earnings growth
in Q3. Whether the present boom in

India's economic story — steady
growth, stable demand, and
improving infrastructure — is not
only creating demand for office
spaces but also enabling developers
to capitalise on real estate

opportunities.

CHENNALI .(Agency)

From NCR and Pune to Bengaluru and
Chennai, India’s commercial real estate
and office spaces market is riding a fresh
wave of corporate expansion and flexible
work culture. As India increasingly turns
into an attraction for global companies, it
has resulted in an office boom, leaving no
metro city unaffected.Here’s a closer look
at the cities leading the charge, and the
reasons behind India’s unexpected office
boom.

DELHI-NCR: THE IMPRESSIVE RISE
NCR has been an all-time favourite.

However, it is only recently that it has
started figuring high in the top city
ranking. Cities like Noida and Gurugram
are powering the region’s 35% rise in new
office supply. Even though rapid
infrastructure development, a network of

ID.WHY SOME
CERTIFICATES GET REJECTED

Pramaan

Rejections usually happen when the

details entered during the process do
not match the records held by the
authorities. This could be something as
simple as a spelling mistake in the
pensioner’s name or an incorrect date
of birth.At times, the pensioner may
have typed the wrong PPO number or
bank details, which leads to an error at
the backend.Another common reason
is poor biometric capture. Many older
pensioners struggle with faint or

consumption will continue even after
the festival season is to be watched,”
he added.However, Vijayakumar said
the market needs foreign inflows to
scale new highs. “A sustained uptrend
has not been happening since FIIs
continued selling on all rallies.

A change in FII strategy is necessary for

the market to break into new record
highs and remain there,” he said,
adding that steady earnings
improvement from Q3 onward could
shift this trend.Prashanth Tapse,
Senior VP (Research) at Mehta
Equities, said Nifty ended last week
with five straight days of gains, while
Bank Nifty rose for the sixth session,
reflecting renewed optimism after the
NDA’s Bihar victory and softer
inflation at 0.25%.He added that
expectations of a US—India trade deal,
the end of the US shutdown and
cooling crude prices are supporting
sentiment. Despite FIIs selling Rs

expressways, and expanding
metro routes have been
catalysts, what has brought it to
the global centre stage is the
soon-to-be-operational Noida
International Airport.

Global manufacturing giants and
IT companies are setting up
Global Capability Centres

(GCCs), and leading Indian

companies have leased land,
driving up the demand for office
spaces. Grade A buildings with
top-class amenities, sustainable
certifications, and tech-enabled
facilities have witnessed a
phenomenal rise in demand.

unclear fingerprints, which
can cause the system to fail the
verification. Sometimes,
issues with the Aadhaar
authentication server or weak
internet connectivity during
the scan also lead to a failed
submission. WHAT
PENSIONERS CAN DO TO
CORRECT THE PROBLEM
If the certificate has been
rejected, the first step is to
contact the bank or pension
office handling the pension. They can
check the exact reason in their system
and guide the pensioner accordingly. In
most cases, the solution is simply to
generate a new digital life certificate
with the correct details.Pensioners
should make sure their Aadhaar
information matches the records
exactly. If fingerprints are weak, using
an iris scanner often gives better
results. A fresh certificate usually
resolves the issue quite quickly,
provided the information is accurate.

green as
sentiment

4,968.20 crore on Friday and Rs
13,652.70 crore so far this month,
Tapse believes the index remains on
track to test new highs.“The all-time
high of 26,277.35 is now within reach
as long as Nifty holds above 25,600,”
he said. He expects traders to track this
week’s FOMC Minutes closely for
cues on the Fed’s next move. Stocks
like BEL, Sun Pharma and Nykaa look
attractive on dips, with BEL standing
out as his top pick for short-term
momentum.According to Amruta
Shinde, Technical and Derivative
Analyst at Choice Equity Broking,
traders should stay cautious due to
global uncertainty. She recommends a
selective buy-on-dips approach with
tight risk controls.“Fresh longs are
advisable only above 26,100. Tight
trailing stop-losses and partial profit-
booking are key,” she said, adding that
close attention to global cues remains
essential.

Bengaluru continues to be India’s biggest

improve supply stability and hedge

greater pricing stability.

Fujiyama Power Systems

IPO Day 3: Check latest

GMP, subscription status
and more

New Delhi.(Agency)

The IPO of Fujiyama Power Systems Ltd has entered
its final day of bidding today, with investors
watching closely to see whether subscription
momentum picks up before the issue closes on
Monday, November 17.As of 10:32 am on Day 3,
the public issue was subscribed 45%. The QIB
category led the way with 81 percent subscription,
while retail investors subscribed 38% and non-
institutional investors 16%.The mixed response
suggests stronger conviction among institutional
participants compared to retail and HNI
bidders.The IPO, priced between Rs 216 and Rs
228 per share, aims to raise Rs 828 crore. This
includes a fresh issue of Rs 600 crore and an offer
for sale worth Rs 228 crore by promoters Yogesh
Dua and Pawan Kumar Garg. A single lot
comprises 65 shares. The company plans to use the
funds to partially finance a new manufacturing
facility in Ratlam, repay debt and meet general
corporate requirements.

Fujiyama Power Systems, headquartered in Greater
Noida, is one of the leading integrated rooftop
solar solutions providers in the country. Through
its brands Fujiyama Solar and UTL Solar, it offers
rooftop solar systems and power backup products
to both residential and commercial customers.The
company has benefitted from rising adoption of
renewable energy solutions as consumers and
businesses look for long-term savings and
independence from grid volatility. Brokerage firm
Master Capital Services Ltd. believes the broader
industry backdrop strongly favours companies like
Fujiyama. It notes that India’s rooftop solar market
is expected to grow at a CAGR of 40-43%
between FY25 and FY30, supported by
government incentives, declining solar equipment
costs and rising awareness about energy
independence.The brokerage highlights that the
rooftop segment could expand from 17 GW in
FY25 to nearly 90-100 GW by FY30, creating
significant opportunities for players with strong
manufacturing capabilities and nationwide
distribution.According to Master Capital,
Fujiyama’s product portfolio, R&D strength and
brand presence position it well to capitalize on the
accelerating shift toward rooftop solar adoption.

The allotment for the IPO is expcted to be finalised
on Tuesday, November 18, while the company’s
shares are scheduled to list on the NSE and BSE on
Thursday, November 20.Investors who want to
check whether they received an allotment will be
able to do so via the MUFG Intime India portal, the
NSE bid verification page or the BSE IPO status
page once the allotment is declared.

Which cities are seeing arise in office spaces, and why

most balanced office
markets.

Much of it is due to strong
infrastructure growth,
including new metro
expansions and industrial
corridors.

MUMBAI: INDIA'S
BUSINESS CAPITAL
Mumbai’s commercial real

s eostate market has always

been tight on space, but over

the last few years, the action
has shifted to suburbs and

Navi Mumbai, where new

supply doubled to 1.8

million sq ft this year.These emerging

PUNE: IMPROVESITS RANK

If there were a prize for “Most Improved
City” in the office space race, Pune would
win hands down. The city recorded 3.7
million sq ft of new supply in a single
quarter —amassive 164% jump from last
year per Vestian. Its secret? A perfect mix
of strong tech DNA, a rapidly expanding
base of GCCs, and a cost advantage that
makes it far more wallet-friendly than its
big-sister metros.As a result, the city has
become the go-to destination not just for
start-ups but also for Fortune 500 firms
setting up long-term captive operations.

BENGALURU: THE PERENNIAL
LEADER

CHENNALI:

office market and reported 18.2 million sq
ftin leasings in the first half of 2025 —the
city’s highest-ever activity for that period
per Knight Frank.With its formidable
reputation as India’s Silicon Valley,
Bengaluru continues to attract large-
format campuses, tech giants, and GCCs,
which contributed to 65% of all GCC
dealsin Q3 2025.

CONSISTENT IN ITS
PERFORMANCE

New office supply in Chennai jumped a

stunning 320% year-on-year. Factor into
the equation high leasing volumes and an
increasingly diverse mix of occupiers (IT,
manufacturing, BFSI, and GCCs), and
Chennai has emerged as one of India’s

clusters offer the one thing South Mumbai
cannot: large, modern office parks with
amenities and rentals that don’t break the
bank. Financial services, media houses,
and start-ups are spreading out, reshaping
the city’s traditional business map.

HYDERABAD: STRONG DEMAND
Even though Hyderabad saw a dip in new

completions this year, demand hasn’t
slowed. With year-to-date absorption at
7.5 million sq ft, it remains a favourite for
companies that seek to capitalise on
existing infrastructure, the city’s large
campuses, and the presence of world-class
tech talent. Remember, it was India’s first
planned cyber city.
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Dr Umar a shoe bomber, traces of 'mother of
Satan’ explosive found in i20: Sources

New Delhi.(Agency)

A major breakthrough has emerged in the
investigation into the deadly Red Fort blast,
with sources now suspecting that Jaish-linked
suicide bomber Dr Umar un Nabi may have
acted as a "shoe bomber" when he triggered the
explosion that killed 12 people and injured

»According to
sources, fresh
forensic and
material
evidence

several others.

According to sources,
material evidence recovered from the blast site
has shifted the focus sharply onto a shoe found
inside Umar's i20 car.Investigators recovered
the shoe from beneath the driver's seat, near the
right front tyre of the vehicle. Inside it, they
found a metal-like substance that, based on the
probe so far, is believed to have been used to
activate the detonation.

Traces of the highly volatile explosive TATP,
referred to as the "mother of Satan" because of
its extreme sensitivity, were detected on both
the tyre and the shoe, strengthening the
possibility that Umar may have concealed an
initiation mechanism in his footwear to set off

recovered from
the blast site
has shifted the
focus sharply
onto a shoe
found inside
Umar's i20 car.

the blast.

"Deeply Saddened": PM Modi
On Medina Bus Accident That
Killed 42 Indians

New Delhi.(Agency)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday said he was
"deeply saddened” by the bus accident in Saudi
Arabia's Medina, in which several Indian Umrah
pilgrims are feared dead.42 Indians, most of them from
Telangana, were on board the bus which reportedly
collided with an oil tanker at around 1:30 am (IST).

"Deeply saddened by the accident in Medina involving

Indian nationals. My thoughts are with the families
who have lost their loved ones," PM Modi said ina post
onX.

"l pray for the swift recovery of all those injured,” he
said. The prime minister said the Indian embassy in
Riyadh and Consulate in Jeddah are providing all
possible assistance and officials are also in close
contact with Saudi Arabian authorities.Minority
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said he was "shocked and
deeply saddened” by the tragic bus accident on the
Medina-Mececa highway in Saudi Arabia that claimed
the lives of Indian pilgrims."My heartfelt condolences
tothebereaved families,"” Rijijusaidinaposton X.

MCD polls: "It is now time for
progress of rural areas’

New Delhi.(Agency)

The BJP on Sunday campaigned vigorously for the
upcoming bypolls in 12 wards of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD), promising a
continued focus on development. Addressing a
meeting of election coordinators, ministers, MPs,
MLAs, and district presidents, BJP mnational
organisation general secretary BL Santosh
emphasised the party’s vision for transformation
of rural belts. The meeting was attended by Dellu
BJP president Virendra Sachdeva and Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta.

In the afternoon, a Tridev Samumelan was held in
support of BJP candidate Rohini Raj from
Dakshinpuri ward. Gupta addressed party
workers, highlighting the government’s push for
development in rural areas, particularly in the
Najafgarh—Kirari belt. She credited the hard work
of Tridevs, page pramukhs, booth pramukhs and
Shakti Kendra conveners for driving progress in
the region, securing funds and attention that
previous governments had overlooked.

Gupta urged voters to deliver a strong mandate for
the BJP candidate in Ward 128, stressing that a
decisive vote would send a clear message of unity
and growth for Najafgarh.

“Your support for your MP and MLA has been

overwhelming. Now is the time to send an even
stronger message,” the chief minister said.Gupta
also announced that over Rs 200 crore in projects
had been approved for the Najafgarh—Kirari
region, aimed at addressing long-standing issues
such as waterlogging, inadequate drainage and
poor road infrastructure.
She emphasised that the BJP-led govermment’s
focus on rural Delhi would ensure that the region
catches up with the rest of the capital in terms of
development. Gupta said coordination between the
Centre and the state had helped speed up projects.

She urged voters to support the BJP candidate and
reaffirm their faith in the party’s commitment to
progress. She said the results would soon be visible
ineveryvillageandcolony.

fresh forensic and

Probing teams have also confirmed that Jaish  car further suggests the presence of additional
operatives had stockpiled a significant explosive material.
quantity of TATP for amajor attack and thatthe The investigation has additionally established
Red Fort explosion involved a combination of  that Rs 20 lakh was routed to the module
TATP and ammonium nitrate.Evidence through armrested lady doctor Shaheen, who
recovered from under the rear seat area of the  allegedly facilitated the funds for planning the

Op Sindoor just a trailer: Army Chief's
warning to terror sponsor Pakistan

New Delhi.(Agency)

Chief of Army Staff General Upendra
Dwivedi on Monday gave a blunt and
pointed message to Pakistan,
stressing that Operation Sindoor was
just a “trailer". He warned that

triggered a wave of cross-border Highlighting the situation in Jammu
clashes, which ended in Pakistan and Kashmir during the pre-Article
pleading for a ceasefire on May 10. 370 period, Gen Dwivedi said
Both countries then reached an  terrorism in the Valley fell sharply
agreement not to fire on each other. since December 5, 2019."There have
been many positive changes

India would teach the
neighbouring country "how to
behave responsibly" if it did not
mend its ways.Speaking at the
Chanakya Defence Dialogue,
the Army Chief said, "Operation
Sindoor was just a trailer that
ended in 88 hours. We are
prepared for any circurmnstances

gince August 3, 2019, after
Article 370 was revoked.
Earlier, on Independence Day,
children used to ask which flag
they should draw. That
confusion no longer exists.
Terrorism in the Valley has
fallen sharply, with
recruitments dropping," he said.

The Army chief said that 31
terrorists were killed, of which
61 per cent of them were from

Gen Dwivedi said FPakistan. There was just one

Pakistan continued to support state- ~ tecruitment and even he was caught,

sponsored terrorism. he said.
"Deterrence works when there is WithoutnamingPakistan, Gen Dwivedi

political will, trust in military power, ~ Said 1t"was a matter of concern for
and the required military capability. India “when a country Encourdzes
As of now, we have all three,"hesaid.  State-sponsored terrorism".

MCD polis:' Rural areas bearing
brunt of bulldozer action’

New Delhi.(Agency)
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAF) also
launched its campaign for the

in the future. If Pakistan gives a
chance, we will teach it how to
behave responsibly with a
neighbouring nation."

Operation Sindoor was launched on
May 7 in response to the deadly
Pahalgam attack that claimed 26
lives. The operation targeted terror
launchpads in Pakistan and Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir (POK) and

Reiterating that terror and talks cannot

go together,

tangible improvements under BJP’s
governance, highlighting unresolved
issues like sewage problems and air

development had not materialised.

upcoming Municipal Corporation of pollution.
Delhi (MCD) bypolls on Sunday, a3y He added, “Instead, the only thing that
accusing the ruling BJP of governance has spread is

‘goondagardi’—bulldozers are being
used to demolish properties, and no
one knows where to tum for help.

The same BJP MPs, MILAs, and MCD
officials are behind these actions.”
He also pointed out the lack of

accountability, stating that with the BIP
controlling the MCD, the Delhi
government and the central
government, there was no one left to
challenge them. “Complaints are being
filed by their own people and
bulldozers are being sent to
unauthorized colonies under their
orders,” Bharadwajalleged.

failure and alleging widespread
corruption. Addressing a jansabha in
Pochanpur village in southwest Delhi,
AAP leaders criticised the BIP’s
handling of rural Delhi and
unautherised colonies, claiming that
unchecked bulldozer action and cash
extortion were rampant, with officials
filing complaints, sending bulldozers
and pocketing money.

AAP Delhi State President Saurabh
Bharadwaj, speaking in support of
Rajbala Sehrawat, the party’s them a chance. But none of those

candidate for Ward 120 in Dwarka B, promiseswere fulfilled.”
said the BJP’s promises of Bharadwaj further criticised the lack of

aré

s
Lo

“Before the Delhi elections, the BJP
claimed that bringing them into power
would lead to prosperity, clean streets,
rising land prices and a cleaner
Yamuna,” Bharadwaj said. “The
people of Delhi believed it and gave

Delhi blast.

The growing body of evidence has led agencies
to draw parallels with the December 2001
attempt by Richard Reid, the infamous “shoe
bomber" who fried, and failed, to detonate
TATP hidden in his shoes aboard an American
Airlines flight from Paris to Miami.

Officials say the pattern and placement of
explosives in the present case bear similarities
to Reid's method, and it is now increasingly
believed that Umar may have adopted a
comparable technique to carry out the Red Fort
blast.

The probe continues as teams work to
reconstruct the precise mechanism used in the
devastating attack Sources earlier said that the
Jaish-linked terror module that has been
busted in the wake of the Delhi blast, plammed
on carrying out twin attacks in multiple cities,
codenamed 'D-6'. Plan A was to execufe
attacks in different cities on the anniversary of
Babri masjid demolition, which was foiled,
sources said. Plan B was to execute an attack in
Delhi, which they did.

Centre Said Delhi Saw "Zero" Rahies
Deaths In 2 Years. RTI Says 18 Died

New Delhi.(Agency)

A Right to Information (RTT) response has cast
doubt on the Union government's recent assertion
in Parliament that Delhi reported no human deaths
from rabies between 2022 and 2024.

Records from Maharshi Valmiki Infectious
Diseases (MVID) Hospital, the only dedicated
infectious diseases facility run by the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, indicate that 18 people lost
their lives to rabies during this period. The
hospital logged six deaths in 2022, two in 2023,
andten in 2024, all at its Kingsway Camp centre.

The figures stand in stark contrast to a written reply
given in the Lok Sabha this year by Minister of
State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying SP Singh Baghel. His response stated
that Delhi recorded "zero human rabies deaths”
between January 2022 and January 20253, even as
the same reply acknowledged a year-on-year rise
in reported animal bite cases: 6,691 in 2022,
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17,874in2023 and 25,210 in2024.

The conflicting datasets have sparked concerns
about gaps in health surveillance and
inconsistencies inreporting rabies cases, a disease
that remains fully preventable but almost always
fatal once symptoms begin.

According to the minister's parliamentary
statement, states are required to upload monthly
data on dog bites and rabies fatalities under the
National Rabies Control Programme to the
Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme
portal, which is intended to streamline nationwide
monitoring.

Under the National Action Plan for Dog-Mediated
Rabies Elimination by 2030, rolled out jointly in
2021 by the Health Ministry and the Ministry of
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying,
responsibilities are divided between two
agencies. The National Cenfre for Disease
Control handles the human health component,
while the Department of Animal Husbandry and
Dairying oversees the animal health aspect.

The plan prioritises mass vaccination and
sterilisation of dogs, alongside ensuring
continuous availability of anti-rabies vaccine and
rabies imnmnoglobulin at government hospitals.

'Zero Seats, 99% Candidates Flopped :
BJP Mocks Prashant Kishor's Poll Debut

finished fourth (or worse) in [
122, and polled fewer than [
NOTA (the 'mone of the |
available' option on EVMSs)in
61."The extent of that wipe-
out was flagged by the BIP's
Amit Malviya in a gleeful X
post, which said 99 per cent of
Kishor's candidates, or 236 of |
238, had lost security deposits
of Rs 10,000 each.A security
deposit - Rs 10,000 per
candidate for an Assembly
election and Rs 25,000 for a
Lok Sabha poll - is required by law to
ensure only genuinely interested
individuals participate in any election.
And those who fail to get at least a sixth
of winning candidate's votes lose the
deposit.

Malviya also pointed to the Jan Suraaj's
poor vote-share.It picked up only 3.34
per cent of the 16.77 lakh registered
votes, Malviya said on X.To be fair, the
poor performance was not unexpected.

99 per cent of candidates put up
by Prashant Kishor's Jan Suraag
Party, or 236 of 238 individuals,
lost security deposits of Rs
10,000 each after flopping in the
2025 Bihar Assembly election.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Poll strategist Prashant Kishor's electoral
debut flopped last week after his Jan
Suraaj Party was routed in the Bihar
election. Kishor's party contested 238 of
the state's 243 Assembly seats but failed
to win any of them, although it did begin
the day with leads in four constituencies.

However, by the time the dust settled, the
Jan Suraaj was wiped out and, with it,
possibly Kishor's political ambitions too.
"Won zero seats, came second in one,

Every exit poll consulted said Kishor's
Jan Suraaj would be decimated - a poll of The party's National President, Uday
exit polls gave it one seat, at best - and
they were right.But exit polls alse
suggested the Jan Suraaj could steal
crucial vote share from the opposition.
One exit poll, Peoples Pulse, predicted
the party might scoop up nearly 10 per
centofthe votes - more than the Congress
- which would be an excellent return for a
party making its election debut.In that,
though, they were wrong. Kishor's party

finished with less than four per
cent of the votes.Kishor, though,
may take some solace from the
thumping more established
parties - the Congress and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal - took at the
hands of the Bharatiya Janata
Party-Janata Dal United.In its first
public comment since the
crushing defeat, the Jan Suraaj
accused JDU boss Nitish Kumar's
administration of having
M "diverted" Rs 14,000 crore from
the World Bank to his campaign.

Singh, said the funds were used for
freebies. Starting in June and till the
election was announced, Nitish Kumar
'splurged' Rs 40,000 crore to 'purchase’
votes, he alleged."Please remember... it
was not till the Jan Suraaj promised Rs
2,000 old age pension that the
government raised the amount from Rs
700 to Rs 1,100 per month," he declared,
claimingalso asection.
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Trump plans to meet with
Mamdani, says he'll 'work
something out' with New
York City's mayor-elect

WEST PALM BEACH . (Agency)

President Donald Trump indicated Sunday that he plans
to meet with New York City's mayor-elect Zohran
Mamdani and said they'll “work something out," in
what could be a detente for the Republican president
and Democratic political star who have cast each
other as political foils.

Trump has for months slammed Mamdani, falsely
labeling him as a “communist” and predicting the
ruin of his hometown, New York, if the democratic
socialist was elected.He also threatened to deport
Mamdani, who was born in Uganda and became a
naturalized American citizen, and to pull federal
money from the city. Mamdani rose from an obscure
state lawmaker to become a social media star and
symbol of the resistance against Trump during his
mayoral campaign. He campaigned on an array of
progressive policies and a message that was stark in
its opposition to the aggressive, anti-immigrant
agenda Trump has rolled out in his second White
House term.The 34-year-old appealed to a broad
cross-section of New Yorkers and defeated one of its
political heavyweights, former Gov. Andrew Cuomo,
by nearly 9 percentage points.

In his election night victory speech, Mamdani said he
wanted New York to show the country how to defeat
the president. But the day after, while speaking about
his plans for “Trump-proofing” New York once he
takes office in January, the incoming mayor also said
he was willing to work with anyone, including the
president, if it can help New Yorkers.Representatives
for Mamdani did not have an immediate comment
Sunday night on the president’s remarks, but a
spokesperson pointed to the mayor-elect’s remarks
last week when he said he planned to reach out to the
White House “because this is a relationship that will
be critical to the success of the city.”

Leftist, far-right candidates
go through to Chilean
presidential run-off

SANTIAGO .(Agency)

Chile's leftist former labor minister Jeannette Jara and
far-right leader Jose Antonio Kast will go head-to-
head in a presidential run-off after topping Sunday's
first round of voting in an election dominated by
violent crime.With 82.97 percent of the results
counted, Jara, a 51-year-old communist running on
behalf of an eight-party coalition, won 26.71 percent,
compared to 24.12 percent for Kast, the Servel
electoral service said. The election was dominated by
deep concern over a surge in murders, kidnappings
and extortion widely blamed on foreign crime gangs.

Kast, 59, has vowed to build walls, fences and trenches
along Chile's border with Bolivia to keep out
migrants from poorer countries to the north, such as
Venezuela.As the results came in, he called for unity
and vowed to "rebuild" Chile after four years of
center-left rule, which he termed "maybe the worst
government in Chile's democratic history."

Jara, a minister under outgoing center-left President
Gabriel Boric, has promised to hire more police, lift
banking secrecy to tackle organized crime and tackle
cost-of-living issues.Her score was several
percentage points below pollsters' predictions, while
Kast's exceeded expectations.Rodrigo Arellano, an
analyst at Chile's University for Development,
called the results "very bad news" for Jara and said it
seemed "unlikely" she could win the December 14
run-off."Not only is her vote count low, but the
combined total of the opposition candidates is
almost more than double hers," he pointed out,
blaming anti-incumbent and anti-communist
sentiment.”Don't let fear harden your hearts," Jara
appealed to voters, insisting that the answer to crime
was not to "come up with ideas, each more radical
than the next" and hide behind bulletproof glass -- a
digatKast's draconian campaign security measures.

Maverick economist Franco Parisi caused surprise by
finishing third on 19.42 percent, ahead of ultra-right
MP Johannes Kaiser on 13.93 percent and former
conservative mayor Evelyn Matthei, the
establishment choice, on 12.70 percent.

UN Security Council set to
vote on international force
for Gaza

UNITED NATIONS .(Agency)

The UN Security Council is set to vote Monday on a
US-drafted resolution bolstering Donald Trump's
Gaza peace plan, especially the deployment of an
international force, as Washington warns that a
failure to act could lead to renewed fighting.

The draft, which has been revised several times as a
result of high-stakes negotiations, "endorses" the
plan, which allowed for a fragile ceasefire between
Israel and Hamas to take hold on October 10 in the
war-wracked Palestinian territory.The Gaza Strip
has been largely reduced to rubble after two years of
fighting, sparked by Hamas's attack on Israel on
October 7, 2023.The latest version of the text, seen
by AFP, authorizes the creation of an International
Stabilization Force (ISF) that would work with Israel
and Egypt and newly trained Palestinian police to
help secure border areas and demilitarize the Gaza
Strip.The ISF also would work on the "permanent
decommissioning of weapons from non-state armed
groups,” protecting civilians and securing
humanitarian aid corridors.In addition, it would
authorize the formation of a "Board of Peace," a
transitional governing body for Gaza -- which Trump
would theoretically chair -- with a mandate running
until the end of 2027.Unlike previous drafts, the
latest version mentions a possible future Palestinian
state.Once the Palestinian Authority has carried out
requested reforms and the rebuilding of Gaza is
underway, "the conditions may finally be in place for
a credible pathway to Palestinian self-determination
and statehood," the draft says.

THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Tuesday, 18 November 2025

A red line': Spat over Taiwan is
threatening China-Japan ties

BEIJING . (Agency)
Less than a month into her term, Japan's

conservative leader has stirred tensions
with China by suggesting a Chinese move
against Taiwan could prompt a Japanese
military response.China objects to the
involvement of other countries in Taiwan,
notably the United States, which is the
main supplier of weapons to the self-
governing island. Beijing claims it as its

own and says it must come under its control.

It says it's a domestic issue and “a red line”
that others should not cross.

Takaichi went beyond past Japanese

statementsSpeaking to a parliamentary
committee, Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi
said on Nov. 7. that a Chinese naval
blockade or other action against Taiwan
could be grounds for a Japanese military
response. Her comments were stronger
than those of her predecessors.Previous
prime ministers have expressed concern
about China's threat to Taiwan but haven't
publicly said how Japan would
respond.Takaichi later refused to retract
her remarks but told the same
parliamentary committee three days later
that she would avoid talking about specific

scenarios in the future.Japan's new leader
is a longtime supporter of Taiwan. She
views China as a growing threat and has
ordered an acceleration of plans to boost
Japan’s military spending. Foreign
Minister Toshimitsu Motegi said Friday
that Japan’s position on Taiwan has not
changed.China responds with stern
warningsTakaichi's comments caused an
uproar in China, with the foreign and
defense ministries, the Taiwan Affairs
Office and state media all weighing in.
Her remarks came as a surprise because
tensions over Taiwan were not
particularly high, said Wang Huiyao, the
president of the Center for China and
Globalization, a think tank in Beijing. "We
can’t just let the prime minister speak so
openly at parliament," he said.One of the
first to speak out was China’s consul
general in Osaka, who said in a now-
deleted social media post that China has no
choice but to cut off an intruding “dirty
neck.” Motegi called the post “extremely
inappropriate.”China's Foreign Ministry
called in Japan's ambassador on Thursday
to warn against any interference in Taiwan.
The next day, Japan's Foreign Ministry
summoned China's ambassador in Tokyo to

’V

complain about the social media post.

Beijing is upping the ante
On Friday night, China took aim at Japan's

tourism economy. It issued a notification
advising against travel to Japan. About 7.5
million Chinese tourists visited in the first
nine months of this year, the largest number
from any country and about one-fourth of
the total.China's Education Ministry
followed up with a warning to students on
Sunday about recent crimes against
Chinese in Japan, though it didn't advise
them not to go.Also on Sunday, China's
coast guard announced that it was
patrolling the waters around a group of

1 uninhabited islands that both
countries claim.A bigger concern
for Japan would be if China were to
restrict the export of rare earth
magnets, vital components in auto
manufacturing and other industries.
There was no immediate indication
China was considering it.Japanese
officials are trying to calm the
waters. Motegi said he planned to
ask China to make "an appropriate
response” to prevent a major
impact on relations.US-Japan
alliance looms in the background

Japan’s position is complicated by its post-

World War II constitution, which bans its
use of force except for defending its
territory — the military is called the Self-
Defense Force.Former Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe succeeded in expanding the
military's mandate by winning
parliamentary approval in 2015 of a law
that allows Japan to come to the aid of an
ally — most likely the US — in a conflict
that is determined to be an existential threat
to Japan.Takaichi, who rose in politics as a
protégé of Abe, said that a Chinese move
against Taiwan could qualify as a threat,
setting off the ensuing firestorm.

Bus fire in Saudi Arabia kills

42 Indian Umrah

«Reacting to preliminary reports
that the accident involved
Hyderabad residents Telangana
(M Revanth Reddy directs
officials to coordinate with MEA.

BOGOTA.. (Agency)

A bus carrying Umrah pilgrims, most of
them reportedly from Hyderabad,
caught fire in Saudi Arabia after
colliding with a tanker lorry, killing 42
people, including 20 women and 11
children.The accident reportedly
occurred around 1:30 am IST at
Mufrahath, between Badr and
Madinah, on a wide road prone to
high-speed traffic. Most passengers
were asleep at the time, worsening the
impact of the tragedy. Reported by
Mathrubhumi News.

Telangana Chief Minister Shri Revanth
Reddy has expressed profound shock
over the horrific accident. Reacting to
preliminary reports that the accident
occurred while traveling from Mecca
to Medina and involved Hyderabad
residents, he has directed the Chief

pilgrims

Secretary and DGP to obtain full Hyderabad MP Asaduddin Owaisi

details. He has also instructed officials
from the Ministry of External Affairs
and the Saudi Embassy to be contacted
to undertake immediate relief
measuresChief Secretary K.
Ramakrishna Rao has spoken with
Coordination Secretary Gaurav Uppal
in Delhi and issued directives. A
control room has been set up at the
Secretariat to monitor the situation and
provide information to families.

confirmed that 42 Umrah pilgrims

were on board when the bus caught fire.

He said he is in touch with Abu Mathen
George, Deputy Chief of Mission at
the Indian Embassy in Riyadh, who is
gathering information about the
incident. Owaisi also urged the central
government to ensure the repatriation
of the victims’ bodies to India and to
provide proper medical care for the
injured.

Trump signals possible US talks with Venezuela's
Maduro as aircraft carrier arrives in Caribbean

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

foreign terrorist organization (FTO).

Donald Trump suggested Sunday that "Cartel de los Soles by and with other

future talks with Venezuelan
counterpart Nicolas Maduro could be
on the table, as a regional US military
buildup has whipped up tensions
between the nations. The US president
spoke after Washington further upped
the ante by announcing plans to
designate as a terrorist group a cartel
that it claims Maduro runs.

"We may be having some discussions
with Maduro, and we'll see how that
turns out," Trump told reporters in
Florida, adding: "They would like to
talk."Pressed for more details, he
replied: "Venezuela would like to talk.
What does it mean? You tell me, I don't
know. I'd talk to anybody."

Earlier Sunday, the US State Department
said it would classify Cartel de los
Soles (Cartel of the Suns), which it
claims is headed by Maduro as a

designated FTOs including Tren de
Aragua and the Sinaloa Cartel are
responsible for terrorist violence
throughout our hemisphere as well as
for trafficking drugs into the United
States and Europe," Secretary of State
Marco Rubiosaid in a statement.The
designation, effective from November
24, follows a huge US military
mobilization in the Caribbean which
Washington states is necessary to
prevent drug smuggling into the
United States.But Caracas claims it is
really a ploy to overthrow its leftist
president Maduro, who the United
States considers an illegitimate leader
and a drug lord -- a charge that he
denies.Deadly US strikesRubio
reiterated an established US stance
Sunday that Cartel de los Soles is led
by Maduro and other high-ranking

officials "who have corrupted
Venezuela's military, intelligence,
legislature, and judiciary.""Neither
Maduro nor his cronies represent
Venezuela's legitimate government,"
he added.The US Treasury in July
announced sanctions against Cartel de
los Soles after it was classified as a
Specially Designated Global Terrorist
entity for allegedly providing
"material support" to other Latin
American crime groups.Rubio also
said Sunday the United States "will
continue using all available tools to
protect our national security interests
and deny funding and resources to
narco-terrorists."Since launching the
anti-trafficking military campaign in
September, US forces have killed at
least 83 people accused of ferrying
drugs in international waters,
according to an AFP tally of publicly
released figures

Bangladesh tribunal to

deliver verdict against ousted
PM Sheikh Hasina on Monday

Jerusalem. (Agency)

Bangladesh’s International Crimes Tribunal (ICT-BD)
is set to announce its verdict on Monday in a landmark
case against deposed prime minister Sheikh Hasina,
who is being tried in absentia on charges of crimes
against humanity linked to last year’s student-led
uprising that toppled her government.

The tribunal, scheduled to convene at 11:00 am, will also
issue verdicts against two of Hasina’s former aides,
ex-home minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal and
former police chief Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun.
Prosecutors have sought the death penalty for all three.

Hasina, 78, was ousted on August 5, 2024, after weeks of
nationwide protests.A UN rights office report
estimated that up to 1,400 people were killed between
July 15 and August 15 during the crackdown that came
to be known as the July Uprising.Hasina and Kamal
were declared fugitives by the court and tried in
absentia. Mamun initially faced trial in person but later
turned approver.Chief Prosecutor Mohammad Tajul
Islam described Hasina as the “mastermind” of the
alleged atrocities, though her supporters insist the
charges are politically driven. The tribunal concluded
hearings on October 23 after 28 working days, during
which 54 witnesses detailed the state response to the
student movement.

Hasina fled to India on the day she was deposed and has
continued to live there. The interim government of
Muhammad Yunus has requested her extradition, but
New Delhi has yet to respond. Kamal is also believed
to be in India.Hasina has rejected the allegations,
calling the tribunal a “kangaroo court” run by her

political rivals. In recent interviews, she said she was
willing to stand trial under international oversight,
even before the International Criminal Court, claiming
she would be cleared by an impartial process.

Ahead of the verdict, Bangladesh has tightened security
nationwide.Dhaka Metropolitan Police have issued a
shoot-on-sight order targeting anyone involved in
violent acts, including arson or attacks on civilians and
law enforcement. Army units, Border Guard
Bangladesh personnel and riot police have been
deployed around the tribunal complex, leaving the
capital’s streets largely empty.

US Man Dies After Eating Burger Due
To Rare Tick-Borne Meat Allergy

MEXICO CITY . (Agency)

A 47-year-old man in the United States is the

first person known to have died from
alpha-gal syndrome, a severe red meat
allergic reaction linked to a tick-borne
illness, NBC News reported. The man, who
died in 2024, had a known allergy to
galactose-alpha-1,3-galactose (alpha-gal),
a sugar found in red meat. A tick bite
triggered it after he ate a burger containing
beef, which led to anaphylaxis and killed
him.He started to vomit hours after having
a burger at a barbecue in New Jersey. The
case emerged as a mystery as there were no
signs of a heart attack or other life-
threatening issues.A team of researchers at
UVAHealth in Virginia studied his case and
last week published the findings in The
Journal of Allergy and Clinical
Immunology: In Practice.We report here
the first documented fatal case of AGS
occurring after consuming mammalian
meat," the authors write in the
research."The postmortem examination
showed no significant abnormalities in the
cardiac, respiratory, neurological, or

abdominal systems, including on
microscopic examination of the heart, right
lung, and liver, as well as on cardiac
pathology examination."To know the exact
reason, his wife asked her friend, Dr Erin
McFeely, who then contacted the

researchers to review the autopsy report
and address the possible role of
AGS.Toxicology revealed blood ethanol of
0.049% and a diphenhydramine level of
440 ng/mL. The conclusion of the autopsy
was "Sudden unexplained death.""The

tragedy is that they didn't think of that
episode as anaphylaxis, and therefore didn't
connect it to the beef at the time," Dr
Thomas Platts-Mills, an allergist at the
University of Virginia School of Medicine
who discovered alpha-gal syndrome and.
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Masters of spin no more: Irfan
Pathan feels Indian batters'
skill on decline

New Delhi. (Agency)

Irfan Pathan feels that the Indian batters'
ability to play spin is on a sharp decline
after India lost to South Africa by 30 runs
inthe Kolkata Test. On a pitch that proved
to be tricky for all the batters, India failed
to chase down 124 runs and were bundled
out for just 93. Out of the 20 Indian
wickets across both innings, 12 went to
spinners.Simon Harmer was the hero
with the ball for South Africa as he picked
up four-wicket hauls in both the innings
as the Indian batters had no clue how to
negate his off-spin and the variations
produced by the 36-year-old. This has
been a worrying trend for India as this the

fourth Test they have lost in the last 6
matches that they have played, where the
opposition spinners enjoyed a lot of
success.Speaking on his YouTube
channel, Pathan first criticised the batting
approach in the second innings as he felt
it was too defensive. The former all-
rounder said that if atleast two of the top
seven had taken an aggressive approach,
then India could have won the
game.Pathan said it didn't necessarily
mean big shots, but he wanted the batters
to keep the game moving."l was
watching the match, and I felt the batting
approach needed to shift into aggression.
Why do I say this? Look, I’ve played a lot
of first-class cricket in Motibagh. I’ve
played on turning tracks too. With more
than a hundred first-class matches and
close to 30 Tests for India in red-ball
cricket, my experience says this —if you
need around 125 runs in the final innings.

Rajasthan confirm Rahul
Dravid replacement,
Sangakkara to double as
head coach

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former Sri Lanka captain Kumar Sangakkara
has been reappointed as the head coach of
the Rajasthan Royals for Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2026. The 2008 champions
made the announcement, days after
confirming their retentions for the season.
Sangakkara, who was promoted to the role
of Director of Cricket of the Royals'
franchises, will double as head coach.

Sangakkara will replace Rahul Dravid, who
coached the team in the IPL 2025 season
before making a shocking exit. Dravid
parted ways with the franchise after the

Royals finished second-last, their worst
performance in five years in the IPL.

The goal is always constant. We want to win
the IPL. That doesn't change," Sangakkara
said after taking over as the head coach of
the Royals.Sangakkara will be involved in
all the key decisions as Rajasthan prepare
for the auction, which will be held in Abu
Dhabi on December 16.Sangakkara returns
to the role that he carried out between 2021
and 2024. The former Sri Lanka batter was
widely credited for taking the team out of a
crisis situation and leading them to two
play-offs in four years. Sangakkara formed a
wonderful working relationship with former
captain Sanju Samson during his time as
head coach.Rajasthan, under Samson and
Sangakkara, reached the final of the IPL in
2022, their first since winning the crown in
the inaugural edition. Rajasthan, however,
lost to Gujarat Titans in the final.Rajasthan
Royals will be looking for a new captain
after Samson was traded to Chennai Super
Kings before the retention deadline day. In
return, Rajasthan have brought in Ravindra
Jadeja and Sam Curran from the Super
Kings.Rajasthan have a strong Indian core
with Yashasvi Jaiswal, Vaibhav
Suryavanshi, Riyan Parag and Dhruv Jurel.
The inclusion of Jadeja will only strengthen
their squad.

RIP Test Cricket: Harbhajan slams Kolkata
pitch after India suffer shock loss to SA

«Former India spinner Harbhajan

Singh criticised the team
management following India's defeat
to South Africa in the opening Test
at Eden Gardens, saying that the
obsession with preparing rank
turners is damaging both the spirit
of Test cricket and the development
of Indian players.

TBILISI . (Agency)

Former India spinner Harbhajan Singh

launched a scathing attack on the team
management after India's 30-run defeat to
South Aftrica in the opening Test at Eden
Gardens, criticising the preparation of rank
turners and warning that such surfaces are
damaging the future of Test cricket.Chasing
amodest 124, India were dismissed for 93 on
Sunday, with only Washington Sundar
crossing 30 as the hosts collapsed under
relentless pressure from South Africa's

spinners. The pitch came under immediate
scrutiny after 15 wickets fell on Day 2,
prompting widespread debate over India's
longstanding tactic of preparing sharply
turning tracks.Pitches in the subcontinent
have frequently dominated headlines
whenever a Test finishes inside three or four
days. With the Kolkata Test wrapping up in

just two sessions on Day 3, India's approach
once again came under fire. After the defeat,
head coach Gautam Gambhir maintained
that there was nothing wrong with the
surface, saying it was exactly the kind of
pitch India had asked for ahead of the
series.Harbhajan did not hold back while
dissecting the loss. He said on YouTube,

Cristiano Ronaldo set for record sixth World
Cup as Portugal thrash Armenia 9-1

New Delhi. (Agency)

Portugal secured their place at the 2026 FIFA
World Cup with a commanding 9-1 win
over Armenia on Sunday, confirming that
Cristiano Ronaldo is set to join Lionel
Messi as one of the first footballers to
appear in six World Cup tournaments.

Despite serving a suspension after his red
card in the defeat to Ireland, Ronaldo
watched his side seal the top spot in Group
F and stay on course for a historic
campaign. The 39-year-old has indicated
the tournament in the United States,
Canada and Mexico could be his final shot
at lifting the one trophy missing from his
illustrious career.In his absence, Bruno
Fernandes and Joao Neves each delivered
hat-trick performances to power Portugal
to an emphatic victory. The result not only
cemented their dominance in the group
with 13 points but also ensured the team's
momentum remains intact as Ronaldo
prepares for what could be his World Cup
farewell.Fernandes was at the heart of

Sanju Samson: The relentless talent wrestling
with expectations and the Kambli paradox

New Delhi. (Agency)

Sanju Samson represents the Vinod Kambli
paradox in Indian cricket. Everyone wants
him to succeed, but time and again, he finds
new ways to defy hope. Much like Kambli,
who was a prodigious talent gifted with
moments of breathtaking brilliance but
whose international career fizzled
prematurely, Samson’s journey is one of
unfulfilled potential and recurring
heartbreak.Samson’s T20I journey is a
heartbreaking tug-of-war between hope and
frustration. Bursting onto the scene as a
dynamic IPL star and a beacon of technical
flair, he was touted as a future mainstay for
India’s T20 side. But even after multiple
auditions, he is not the A-lister he was
expected to be. Samson, unfortunately, has
drifted from a cameo to an extra warming
the bench.

THE DUCKTALE

Over a decade and 51 caps, Samson has
delivered electrifying innings—three T20I
centuries highlight his potential to dominate
bowling attacks. Yet, these dazzling peaks
are often followed by disappointing troughs

Portugal's attacking display, scoring three
times, including two penalties, while Neves
struck twice in the first half before

completing his treble in the 81st minute.
Reflecting on his first goals for the national
team, Neves said, "The most important
thing was qualifying for the World Cup. For
me, as [ always say, the team always comes
before the individual," adding, "I'm very
happy to have scored my first goal for the
national team, and my second and third as
well. I'm happy to be able to share the pitch

of low scores, including an alarming
tendency to get out for ducks. He has
registered six ducks in his career, frequently
in crucial pressure moments, and even
when he is in good form.His string of
dismissals this year suggests pace bowling,
even on Indian pitches, often undoes him. In
the five-match T-20 series against England,
where he got the opportunity to open,
Samson aggregated just 51 runs, getting

with great players and a great
team."Portugal opened the scoring early
through Renato Veiga's close-range header
in the seventh minute, only for Armenia
to level through Eduard Spertsyan.
That brief moment of parity, Armenia's
third goal of the qualifiers, was swiftly
erased as Portugal surged ahead.
Gonalo Ramos restored the lead, Neves
added a brace—including a superb free
kick - and Fernandes converted from
the spot to give the hosts a 5-1
advantage at the interval.The second
half saw Portugal continue their
relentless approach. Fernandes netted
twice more, one from a Ramos assist and
another penalty, before Neves completed
his hat trick. Francisco Conceio hammered
in a long-range strike in stoppage time to
round off the rout. Armenia, despite early
resistance, struggled to cope with Portugal's
pressing and fluid transitions, with Diogo
Costa and the back line comfortably
managing what little threat came their way.

caught every time the ball hurried on to
him.Samson’s career average in T20I is a
paltry 25.51, the lowest among top-order
batters with 50-plus matches. But even this
number is misleading. In his ten years with
the Indian T-20 squad since his debut in
2015, Samson has beaten this average just
twice, implying consistent failure
resuscitated by occasional brilliance. For
instance, his three hundreds in 2024 lifted
his average to around 45. But for these
scores, Samson would have averaged
below 20. This shows he often fails, within
the first 10 balls, hinting at over-eagerness
or flaws in technique.The Indian team,
brimming with talent, alongside promising
newcomers, leaves limited room for
tolerance of inconsistency. Thus, despite the
many auditions Samson has been granted
over a decade, his place in the team has
hovered precariously, reflecting a career
that, while punctuated by moments of
undeniable talent and promise, has rarely
justified the repeated faith shown by
selectors through sustained, match-winning
performances.

"They have completely destroyed Test
cricket. RIP to Test cricket, rest in peace Test
cricket. The kind of work they have done,
the kind of pitches that have been made for
so many years now, [ have been seeing it. No
one talks about it because it is fine, the team
is winning, someone is taking wickets,
someone is becoming great by taking those
wickets, so everyone feels everything is
going well. But I feel that this practice has
not started today. It has been going on for
many years, and I feel it is the wrong way of
playing."He added that excessive reliance
on turning tracks was stunting the growth of
India's cricketers.

“You are not moving forward in any way, you
are just going around in circles like an ox
tied to a mill. You are winning, but there is
no real benefit. As a cricketer, you are not
growing. So I feel it is high time to see and
reflect on this, that playing matches on such

pitches where your batsmen are not even sure
how to score runs, and you are making them
look like they do not know how to bat. Then
what difference remains between a capable
bowler and a capable batsman if the
conditions become so favourable that people
are getting out because of the pitch and not
because of skill?"

Bring back Mohammed
Shami: Ganguly tells
Gautam Gambhir after
Kolkata Test loss

AUCKLAND. (Agency)

Former BCCI President and India captain Sourav

Ganguly has advised Gautam Gambhir to bring
back Mohammed Shami to the Test team after
the loss to South Africa in Kolkata. India lost
the match by 30 runs as the Proteas scripted a
memorable Test win after 15 years on Indian
soil.Shami last played a Test match way back in
2023 when he represented India in the World
Test Championship against Australia. Since
then, the pacer was snubbed for the England
tour and the series against the West Indies and
South Africa. Chief selector Ajit Agarkar said
that Shami didn't have enough game time under
his belt and his fitness wasn't up to the
mark.Speaking to Sports Tak, Ganguly said
that Gambhir should have faith in the trio of
Shami, Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed Siraj
going forward. The current Cricket Association
Of Bengal president said that Shami and the
spinners can win Tests for India.l am very fond
of Gautam; he has done well in the 2011 and
T20 World Cups. He will continue for a while,
but he must play on good pitches in India. He
must have faith in Bumrah, Siraj, and Shami,"

Ganguly said while speaking to Sports Tak.*I
think Shami deserves a place in this Test team.
Shami and the spinners will win Tests for him,"
Ganguly added.

Since returning to the domestic circuit this

season, Shami has been in fine form, picking up
17 wickets in four matches with an average of
17.35."PLAY ON GOOD WICKETS'

Ganguly also said that Gambhir and the Indian

team management should play on good tracks
and keep the pitch out of the game. The former
India captain also told the coach to try and win
Tests in five days instead of looking for a quick
finish.“Play on good wickets. I hope Gautam
Gambhir is listening. He needs to take the
wicket out of the game. Because if his batters
aren’t putting up 350-400, he will not win
Tests," Ganguly said.

Jannik Sinner beats Carlos Alcaraz in
straight sets to retain ATP Finals title

NEW YORK.. (Agency)
Jannik Sinner clinched his second
consecutive ATP Finals championship by
defeating Carlos Alcaraz 7-6(4), 7-5 in
Turin. In a match that saw both players enter
unbeaten in the tournament, Sinner
overcame the world No.l before a
supportive home crowd, celebrating after
breaking Alcaraz in the final game. The
Italian's victory extended his indoor
hardcourt winning streak to 30 matches and
earned him a record 5.07 million dollars.
Despite the win, Sinner finished the season
ranked just behind Alcaraz, who claimed
the year-end No.l spot.The 2025 season
was defined by the Sinner—Alcaraz rivalry,
with both players reaching all four Grand
Slam finals. Sinner’s triumph in Turin came
after a year in which Alcaraz won Roland
Garros and the US Open, both times
defeating Sinner. This ATP Finals result

followed four losses to Alcaraz earlier in the

year, but Sinner delivered when it mattered
most at home.Sinner's win was markd by
resilience during high-pressure moments.
He saved the only break point of the first set
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before edging out Alcaraz in a tiebreak with
precise shot-making and composure.
Throughout the match, Sinner’s serve was
not at its best, but he managed critical points
effectively, especially in the closing stages

of both sets.Key moments included a 10-
minute pause at 2-2 in the first set due to a
medical emergency in the stands, and a
medical timeout taken by Alcaraz at 5-4.
Sinner, unfazed by these disruptions, rallied
to take the first set.The second set saw
Alcaraz break early, but Sinner responded
by leveling the score at 3-3. Sinner then
seized control of the crucial moments,
breaking Alcaraz when the Spaniard served
to stay in the match, closing out the contest
in straight sets.Tactically, both players
demonstrated aggressive baseline play, but
Sinner’s ability to maintain his nerve under
pressure proved decisive. Alcaraz’s
decision to take a medical timeout appeared
strategic, but Sinner’s consistent play in the
key moments shifted the momentum.

For Sinner, this title capped the best season of
his career, having reached all four Grand
Slam finals and winning two majors.
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T Feel Light As A Butterfly

nerlyn
Chopra

Shares Post Breast Implant
Removal Experience

ctress and model Sherlyn Chopra recently announced that she is planning to

undergo breast implant remeoval, and now after the surgery has been performed,

Sherlyn Chopra has shared a fresh post to talk about her experience. In the clip, she

urged young people notto be misled by social media and to live life on their own terms.

In the post shared by Sherlyn, the actress is seen saying, “Ye bhaari bojh mere seene se hatt
chuke hain. 825 grams each. I feel light as a butterfly. Desh ke yuva peedi se meri
guzaarish hai ki social media par wrongly influence ho kar external validation paane ki
chahat mein apne body ke sath koi khilvaad na kare (This heavy burden has been lifted
from 1y chest. 825 grams each. I feel light as a butferfly. I request the young generation of
our counfry not to tamper with their bodies in the pursuit of external validation, wrongly

~ influenced by socialmedia).”

“Aapko jo bhi karwana ho, uske pros and cons ko consider kar ke, apne family aur medical
experts ke sath in-depth discussions kare. Koi jaldbaazi na kare. Bheed ka hissa bilkul
na bane. Apni authenticity aur realness ki hifaazat kare (Whatever you choose to do,
consider its pros and cons and have in-depth discussions with your family and
medical experts. Do not act in haste. Do not become part of the crowd. Protect
your authenticity and realness)," she added.Sharing the video, Sherlyn

o captioned the post as, “I strongly believe that there’s absolutely no point in

living life with excess baggage. That’s my personal opinion... To each his
own. Huge thanks to my team of highly skilled doctors for my breast

implantremoval/breast explant surgery."
In yet another post, Sherlyn shared a picture of the silicone implants and
wrote, “Silicone free! On the road to healing and recovery. Feeling
much lighter afier the rernoval of my breast implants, which weighed
825 grams each."

Last year, Sherlyn Chopraspoke publicly about a cosmetic procedure
that went wrong. She explained that the work done by a
cosmetologist resulted in her chin appearing disproportionately
long, her lips being excessively enlarged, her jawline becoming

unnaturally sharp, and her cheeks being overly puffed.

—

Rashmika Nandamna

Finds Kriti Sanon And Dhanush’s
Tere Ishk Mein Trailer ‘Exciting’

ashmika Mandanna has praised the newly
released trailer of Tere Ishk Mein, starring Kriti
Sanon and Dhanush. She shared the trailer and
expressed her excitement, writing that she found it
“exciting," along with a string of heart emojis. The

film isreleasing on November 28.
Taking to her Instagram stories, Rashmika Mandanna

innocence fades, when time changes people. Tere Ishk
Mein grew from that unfinished thought."
For Aanand I Rai, Tere Ishk Mein isn’t just another lov
story; it’s a reflection of where he and his characters
stand today: older, scarred, and still searching. At i
core, Tere Ishk Mein explores the kind of love that
refuses to stay neat or defined. It’s about people whe

v d

sharedthe poster and wrote, “You guys!! Gp illit!!' T love deeply and lose completely, and how that loss / t}{\f";? ",’“\‘;{/’\ /’\,\. ,"ru(t b \ “‘ A
wish the bestest to some of my favouritest TNAANNY, P e N
people. So exciting this is". Makers have ‘N W‘\ 8 e
recently released the trailer which has received Y; AN/ A

immense love from all corners.

Tere Ishk Mein Trailer:

After the strongreception toits teaser and soulful
music, the makers of Tere Ishk Mein, Aanand L
Rai and Bhushan Kumar, have unveiled the
official trailer of one of the year s most awaited
films. Starring Dhanush aned Kriti Sanon, the
trailer dives deeper into the raw, emotional and
unpredictable world of Shankar and Mukfti, a
love story that pushes against reason, time and
destiny. The new visuals offer a gripping look

sy
2

at the film’s core themes of love, loss and X
redemption, revealing darker, more layered shades of ~ shapes who they become. AVAAYA
the narrative that the teaser and songs only hinted at The Girlfriend Details AV

Rashmika Mandanna, who has been basking in the
success of her recent release, The Girlfriend, recently
thanked fans for their overwhelming response fo the
film. She shared a wholesome note on social media,
expressing gratitude for the appreciation and
excitement. Helmed by Rahul Ravindran, and |
produced by Dheeraj Mogilneni and Vidya
Koppineni, the movie also stars Anu Emmanuel and
RaoRameshinpivotalroles.

previously. Aanand L Rai’s distinctive storytelling
style, paired with the emotional depth of Himanshu
Sharma and Neeraj Yadav s writing, sets the stage fora
powerful cinematic jowrney.

The film marks Dhanush and Aanand L Rai’s second
collaboration after Raanjhanaa. The filmmaker
recently shared, “After our last film, there were
emotions we never fully let go of. Dhanush and I kept
revisiting that space — what happens to love when
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She Is Dharmendra’s Daughter-in-Law,
Acted In Hollywood, Now Travels the
World As A Viegger

ollywood fans know the Deols as one of Hindi

cinema’s strongest film families, with

Dharmendra, Sunny Deol, Bobby Deol, Esha
Deol and even the younger generation Karan and
Rajvir carrying the legacy forward. But not everyone
knows that the iconic family also has a member who
quietly walked away from showbiz despite a fast-
rising career.

Her name is Deepti Bhatnagar, Dharmendra’s
daughter-in-law, who chose to swap film sets for
airport terminals and now travels the world as a
digital creator. Today, millions recognise her not for
red carpets, but for her travel series and YouTube
journeys across the globe. However, her story began
long before content creation became a full-time
dream for many.

From Meerut to Modelling Success

Bomin Meerut, Deepti moved to Mumbai and first ran
a handicrafts business before modelling found her.
She soon won a Miss India title at 18 and landed
campaigns that changed her life overnight. As she
once told Hindustan Times, “Modelling was easy
money, so | succeeded.” Within a year, she had
bought her firsthome in Juhu — from Madhuri Dixit.

Films A cross Hindi, Tamil, Telugu and Hollywood

Deepti made her Hindi debut in Ram Shashtra (1995),
followed by roles in Pelli Sandadi ( Telugu, 1996) and
Dharma Chakkaram (Tamil, 1997). She also
appeared in Fred Olen Ray’s Hollywood film
Inferno, which coincidentally featured R. Madhavan
in his first international project. Later, she was seen
in Mann (1999) with Aamir Khan and Manisha
Koirala.

How She Married Into the Deol Family

Before she ever imagined it, life brought her to the
Deols. After a commercial with Sunny Deol, she was
told to meet Dharmendra but admitted she was “too
scared." Years later, she married Randeep Arya,
Dharmendra’s cousin Veerendra’s son. They have
two sons, Shubh and Shiv.

Rajkummar Rao ‘Can’t Wait’ To Meet
Kiara Advani And Sidharth Malhotra’s
Baby Girl

-t

ajkammar Rao and Patralekhaa welcomed
baby girl on November 15. The couple is
enjoying the new phase. Many celebrities
wished them. Kiara Advani and Sidharth
Malhotra also congratulated the new parents.
While expressing his happiness, Rajkommar said
he “can’t wait" to meet the little one and showered
blessings. Taking to her Instagram stories,
Rajkummar Rao shared Kiara Advani’s wish and
wrote, “Thank you, Kiara. God bless you three as
well. Can’t wait to meet your little one." Sidharth
Malhotra and Kiara Advani welcomed their
daughter on July 15, 2025, at Reliance Hospital in
Mumbai.
Rajkummar Rao, Patralekhaa Welcome A Baby
Girl

Rajkummar Rao and Patralekhaa have become
proud parents to a baby girl. On Saturday
morning, the couple issued a joint statement and
revealed that their litfle princess arrived this
morning, i.e. on the occasion of their fourth
wedding anniversary. “We are over the moon.
God has blessed us with a baby girl," the couple
wrote and then added, “The greatest blessing God
has given us on our 4th wedding anniversary."

When Patralekhaa Talked About Her
Pregnancy

Previously, Patralekhaa talked about being
pregnant when she told Hindustan Times, “We
are super excited. Firstly, the baby’s coming, and
also, professionally, our first production is going
to come out in a couple of months. We are also
editing our second film. So there’s a lot
happening, and it’s an exciting phase."“Me being
pregnant has been the source of light for me this
year.

It’s actually a very strange journey that you take.
It’s difficult because physically you look
different — your body changes in these nine
months. It can also be a bit overwhelming
because there’s a new member who’s going to
joinyour family," the actress added.

Rajkummar Rao and Patralekhaa’s
relationship

Their love story is one of Bollywood’s most
heartfelt romances. The two first met over a
decade ago, and their bond has only grown
stronger with time. Rajkummar has often said he
knew she was “the one" from the moment he saw
her in an ad, and their connection blossomed
when they worked together in the film CityLights
in2014.
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