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Many moons ago, and
occupation forces now

These last few years have been disillusioning for
people of my vintage, brought up to regard the
moon — that “silver deity of secret night”, as the
poetess Lady Mary Montagu put it — as an object
of mystery and romance cloaked in an
impenetrable celestial halo. It has been the staple
of Hindi films of my era: remember Mukesh’s ‘Ae
meri jaan chand sa gora mukhra...’, or that
haunting duet of Raaj Kumar and Meena Kumari,
‘Chalo dildar chalo, chand ke paar chalo’?Ours
was also the moon that belonged to everyone, the
Hindu wives at Karva Chauth and the Muslim
brothers and sisters at Eid. No more,
unfortunately, as more and more countries target it
for profit, stripping it of all its mystery and
wonder. It has now been appropriated by
scientists, engineers, salivating capitalists, and
politicians wishing to burnish their nationalist
credentials.] distinctly remember when this
planetary disrobing began, 56 years back on a
night in 1969. I was then in St Xavier’s College
hostel on Park Street, Calcutta. A few of us had
gathered in the house of a friend, Karan Deva, on
Camac Street, to listen to the live commentary of
the first manned mission to the moon, and to Neil
Armstrong’s historic words — “A small step for
man...” — which would have got him into a lot of
trouble in today’s woke world for being sexist and
disregarding the other 16 genders.The journey that
began with that small step has more or less
culminated, for me at least, with the landing of
Chandrayaan and the Vikram Rover on the south
pole of the moon on August 24, 2023. Some
vestiges of the mystery still remained, however, as
I'watched the spacecraft hovering over its landing
spot, but even that disappeared the moment Mr
Modi made his inappropriate appearance on the
TV screen.Poets, songsters, lovers and dreamers
will now have to go back home and seek some new
source of inspiration, for the moon now belongs to
the politicians, rabid nationalists and venture
capitalists counting their dollars. Its days are
numbered. In a few years, it will be carved out
among whoever constitutes the G-20 or G-420
then. Its innards shall be mined and extracted to
cater to the relentless greed of a species which by
then would have fouled its own nest irretrievably
and made it unliveable.Those who destroyed our
own planet will be the ones who will leave and
build their condos on already identified spots like
Alphonsus, Lunar Maria, Mare Tranquillitas, and,
not to forget, our very own Jawahar Sthal and Shiv
Shakti. And that Biblical prophecy — “The meek
shall inherit the earth” — will finally come true,
for the rich will abandon it and the meek shall have
no other choice but to continue to languish here.

The revelations of Chandrayaan so far are a mixed
bag. Bangaloreans have much cause to rejoice, for
the Rover evidently has had to negotiate its way
through myriad craters, something which the
residents of this city do twice every day: they will
feel at home on the lunar surface. Our tipplers from
Kerala and Punjab are also a relieved lot:
Chandrayaan has reported that the moon has
plenty ofice and water, so our Bacchanalians need
to carry only Blender’s Pride and Uncle Chipps on
their inter-stellar journey. Our faithful wives
should also be a happy lot: it appears that the
moon’s surface has no water of its own, all the
water there consists of the millions of litres offered
to the moon by devout wives for millennia at the
Hindu festival of Karva Chauth. It’s good to know
that their water has not been wasted, but will now
be recycled by their husbands in conjunction with
the daughter of grapes.The bad news, of course, is
that the admiring Romeos and Lotharios will now
have to find some other simile to describe the
objects of their affection: the Rover has
established that the moon’s surface is not, as
hitherto thought, as smooth as Meena Kumari’s
cheeks, but is more like Om Puri’s virile, pock-
marked kisser. As someone said, however, you win
some, you lose some.And talking of winning,
here’s an idea for Niti Aayog (which appears to
have run out of them for quite some time now): the
government should hand over ISRO to our leading
industrialist and the 23rd richest man on earth
(give or take a few ranks). After all, this gentleman
already controls all other modes of transport with
his airports, sea ports, terminals and highways.

The Supreme Court’s advisory opinion on the 16th

Mirpur refugees, Jammu's Bakshi Nagar, and bus stop drama

A house with a stream of visitors, but there was often a hush. Now [ know why those silences came
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My mother’s family were refugees from Mirpur. This is
now in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. In Jammu,
November 25 is still marked as ‘Mirpur Balidan
Divas’. On that day in 1947, and in the couple of days
that followed, in the aftermath of Partition, one of the
most heinous massacres took place. It is one that has
rarely been talked or written about. India had been
Independent for over three months when Mirpur was
attacked by what are believed to be contingents of the
regular army and by irregulars and mercenaries from
Pakistan.This attack was followed by what is
believed to be a pogrom in which around 18,000
Hindus and Sikhs were massacred. My mother’s
family escaped death (or worse), as they were in
Jammu at the time. In a separate incident, my
grandfather’s older brother, Chaudhry Amar Nath,
who was the Wazir-e-Wizarat, Governor of Skardu
(Baltistan), Gilgit and Ladakh, had already been
brutally killed and his wife, who escaped with their
young children, wore a metal strap on a leg and a
special shoe, as she too had been shot and badly
wounded.

Most of the survivors from Mirpur were settled in what

was to become Bakshi Nagar in Jammu. That is where

my grandparents lived and where my parents, my
sister and I spent a couple of months every winter.

Over the years, one watched the house grow from a

very basic structure to something rather grand.It was

a house that had a constant stream of visitors.

Something was always coming out of the kitchen.

Conversation was often hushed. When we children

were around, the elders would often stop talking.

Today, I know why those silences came. They did not

want us to hear about all those times and their

unanswered questions about who could still be alive
and who got killed. And yet, it was a house filled with
laughter and great love. It was also a place where the
easier and funnier sides of life could be observed.A little
below the house was a bus stop. A short slope, past a
couple of ber trees, led to a trifurcation. One slope went up
to the main section of Bakshi Nagar. A mild descent led
down to the canal where, often enough, I would join my
parents and uncles on their evening walk. That was only if
the family dog, who went by the eponymous name of
Doggie, chose that direction. That dog was a canine of
many moods and of considerable character. At some
point, he had moved into the house from an indeterminate
place and with an equally indeterminate ancestry.He
would choose where we would go. Doggie ji, as he was
respectfully known, in deference to his firmness and
determination, would grab the lead walker’s legs and
cling on till his chosen route for the evening was
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approved. The trifurcation of the roads was where this
world-changing decision would be made.That
trifurcation also had the bus stop. For reasons best known
only to him, Doggie ji did not like the old three-wheel
tempos. These stopped there to pick and drop passengers.
There, at the bottom of the ‘dhukki’, as an incline was
locally called, dramas would periodically unfold.Some
were verbal arguments that could occasionally turn into
an exchange of fisticuffs and some were pure
entertainment. Of the former, many stemmed from the
tempos trying to catch as many ‘fish’, as passengers were
called, and stuff them into their tempo-nets. Rattling
away and spewing smoke, off they would race to disgorge
one lot of cramped passengers that emerged in assorted
yogic postures to harvest the next catch.

The way excessive fishing has reduced marine life in

certain seas, similarly, arguments stemmed from
moments when one tempo had trawled the road and left no
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“fish’ for the next one. And when a bus came by, it was like
the local industrial scale trawler that would dredge the area
with a catch that could have been collected by several
tempos. That was when all the tempo drivers would
suddenly become convivial and polite to each other. They
would line up neatly and wait for passengers. The big shark
had swept away all fish and now that common enemy had
made friends of all the rival littler fishing tempos.As
entertainment was limited, as a child, one hung around that
bus stop — and occasionally took a bus to Raghunath
Bazaar. Two incidents remain parked in memory. The first
was of a lady who berated the driver as he refused to wait
till ‘Beeji finished her bath’. The second was the moment
when another lady was short of money for the fare, and
couldn’t understand why the conductor couldn’t put the
rest from his own pocket. (For the readers who speak Dogri
or Punjabi, please translate these lines to get the real effect
ofthe conversations!)

Iy States stuck with Governor delays as SC reaffirms separation of powers Lu——_—5”

The Bench held it impermissible for courts to adjudicate on a bill’s contents in any manner before it becomes law

Presidential Reference refrained from charting a
definitive path for states grappling with legislative
paralysis caused by gubernatorial delay. The five-
judge Constitution Bench affirmed that courts
cannot usurp the functions of the President or
governors by allowing ‘deemed assent’ to bills
passed by the legislature if any court-mandated
deadline lapses. Such judicial overreach would not
only contravene the spirit of the Constitution but
also the hallowed doctrine of separation of powers,
the top court held. It answered the President’s
reference to the court in May, which was prompted
by a two-judge Bench’s ruling on the Tamil Nadu
governor’s delay in giving assent to bills.Under
Article 200 of the Constitution, a governor has three
options: to accord assent to a bill, to reserve it for
presidential consideration, or to return the bill to the
legislature with comments, provided it is not a money bill.
The Constitution Bench agreed with the smaller Bench’s
opinion delivered this April that withholding assent

strikes at the root of federalism and constitutes a
diminution of the legislative authority vested in elected
assemblies. Equally, it held it impermissible for courts to
adjudicate on a bill’s contents in any manner before it
becomes law.The question would not have come before
the top court had governors of several states, not just Tamil

Touchstones: Keeping the house running

If women decided public policy and conflict resolution, the world would be more just and peaceful

Nadu, not indulged in protracted procrastination,
with some bills hanging fire for years. The
advisory opinion addressed the 14 constitutional
questions the President asked of the top court, not
the Tamil Nadu verdict that triggered the
reference. So the opinion’s words forbidding
“prolonged and evasive inaction” do not amount
to clarity on the recourse Tamil Nadu or other
states have if they face the same predicament
again.Parties like the DMK intend to make
political fodder out of the opinion. Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin, reaffirming his
commitment to federal principles and state
autonomy, has vowed to continue the fight until
the Constitution is amended to enshrine a binding
timeline for governors. That was, in effect, the
suggestion of the Supreme Court when it reaffirmed the
line between judicial and legislative powers. If politicians
are truly convinced of the need for deadlines, they have to
practise their principal art—persuasion, on each other in
parliament, or on voters at the next hustings.

With Delhi and NCR’s air declared the filthiest in the
country, we decided to run away to Uttarakhand along
with a band of friends. This time, we planned to explore a
little-known hill station called Lansdowne, which is also
the headquarters of the Garhwal Rifles. As a proud
Kumaoni, I was prepared to pooh-pooh the Garhwali
part of Uttarakhand (an old feud between these two
territories), but what we saw blew my prejudices
away.The resort we stayed in offered the most
spectacular vista of the Garhwal Himalayas, called the
Kedarnath range that straddles the horizon like a fortress
of snow. From the first ray of the sun that tinges these
awesome peaks pink to the colourful sunset that paints
the entire sky orange, we were treated to sights that
nourish the soul. This stunning range stands behind the
Kedarnath temple and is part of the Gangotri group of
peaks.It is the western range of the Panchachuli range
that is visible in Kumaon and the peaks that we proudly
point out there — Trishul, Nanda Ghunti, Nanda Kot and
Nanda Devi — look so remote and tiny beside this vista
of Chaukhamba, Kedarnath, Badrinath and Gangotri. As
for the sky, I know now what cerulean blue means. The
area is also one of the few blue pine forests left in the
country and the densely forested ranges around us were a
feast of blue and green. Pretty terraced fields add to the
picture-perfect villages that dot the area. Thanks now to
solar power, the isolated houses there glow like fireflies
in the stygian darkness that envelops our mountains after
sunset. Thankfully, the Army has kept the area inviolate
so far but already there are momo-sellers and Maggi
points all along the way to this hard-to-find hill station. I
dread the onslaught of the intrepid Indian tourist who
will surely come to pollute the mountains and leave
empty packets of chips, plastic bottles and play loud
music. Just as [ was forced to confront the old Kumaon-
Garhwal snobbery, I have to confess that the Indian
Army runs its cantonment areas far better than our
civilian governments.Within the Army headquarters
area, there was not a trace of litter. Their spit and polish
of the old colonial hunealows have kent them exactlv as
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they were when first built 102 years ago. The furniture
(Burma teak, no less), the parade ground and the mess
(with a billiards room) have to be lauded. I was reminded
of the equally beautiful properties that our civilian
officers were bequeathed and rue what they have been
reduced to.The Parade Ground was full of Agniveer
recruits being made to practise for their passing-out
parade at the end of the month. For many of these fresh-
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faced youths, this was their first encounter with the
rigour and discipline of a structured routine. Many may
be absorbed by the Army and paramilitary organisations,
others by security agencies, while some will get seed
capital to start a venture. No wonder we saw young
village boys running up and down the hills to prepare for
a life in the ‘paltan’, always a popular outlet for hill
people.Several countries make army service compulsory

for all pre-college girls and boys so that they get a taste
of the hard life they must face after they pass school.
There are many who have issues with this form of
indoctrination, yet given the alternate drifting life when
many take to drugs, alcohol and crime in the absence of a
purpose in life, I have altered my views on this
scheme.Now for a takeaway from the Bihar elections
that most commentators have pronounced as a victory
gifted by the women of Bihar to Nitish Kumar and the
NDA. The most important fallout of this for me is that
women voters will henceforth be taken very seriously by
all our political parties and more space will have to be
made for them in government budgets, jobs and political
representation. As a woman, I rejoice at the recognition
(however grudgingly made) of the power that women
hold in dislodging the patriarchal system that has used
its brute and brutish power to keep them invisible within
homes and behind veils. Not just in Bihar and India, if
the world were to move in the direction of giving women
a chance to decide public policy and conflict resolution,
you can take it from me the world would be a more just,
equitable and peaceful place.Giving women a role in
forest management, ecological matters and care for the
aged and infirm would tap into wisdom that Nature has
blessed women with. Men are completely deficient in
emotional intelligence (I often say this is a
manufacturing defect), so keeping the house running
smoothly with everyone cared for is always considered a
woman’s job. What else is running a country but a
scaled-up version of running a home and family? Above
all, women are less prone to corruption, though there are
exceptions we cannot forget.

So hurrah for the women of Bihar, and for Nitish Kumar
who has spent many decades pulling up the women of his
state from the miserable plight they were doomed to live
under the patriarchal system that never recognised their
worth. One day, when I am long gone, my
granddaughters will inherit a world that they will thank
us for fighting for their liberation.
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HAL share price falls 4%
after Tejas fighter jet crash
at Dubai Airshow

New Delhi,.(Agency)

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) shares fell
nearly 4% on Monday after an Indian Air Force Tejas
fighter jet crashed during a flight at the Dubai
Airshow, killing the pilot.The HAL stock slipped to
around Rs 4,430, down roughly 3.6% at 10:44 am, as
investors reacted to the news. Earlier in the day, the
stock had tumbled over 8%.The Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA) Tejas was performing a
demonstration sortie when it went down near the
Dubai World Central airstrip. The pilot, Wing
Commander Namansh Syal, did not survive the
crash.The Tejas was in Dubai as part of India’s
broader push to showcase indigenous defence
capability and expand export opportunities in West
Asia and Southeast Asia.The crash, coming right in
the middle of these efforts, has raised concerns about
possible reputational setbacks for India’s defence
export ambitions.Market analysts say the stock
reaction is largely sentiment-driven. HAL’s domestic
order pipeline, which includes large Tejas Mk1A and
MKk2 contracts, is unlikely to be immediately
affected.The key question now is what the
investigation reveals and whether it points to a
technical flaw, operational issue or environmental
factor.For now, the broader market remains stable,
but HAL shares are expected to stay under pressure
until the probe offers clarity.If the findings show no
systemic problem with the aircraft, analysts say the
impact is likely to be temporary. However, any
indications of design or system issues could slow
export talks already underway.

Sensex, Nifty start week on
a positive note as IT stocks
lead the charge

New Delhi.(Agency)

Equity markets opened higher on Monday, powered
almost entirely by a sharp rebound in IT stocks. The
S&P BSE Sensex rose 116 points to 85,348 in early
trade, while the NSE Nifty50 climbed 42 points to
hover around 26,110.Broader market indices were
also in the green, mirroring the positive start. The
tone was set by I'T heavyweights: Tech Mahindra and
Infosys jumped over 2% each, followed closely by
gains in HCLTech and Wipro. Eicher Motors also
featured among the early winners.On the downside,
Eternal, BEL, M&M, TMPV and Power Grid were
the prominent laggards in the opening session.Dr.
VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services, said the market appears
better positioned now than during previous attempts
to break past the September 2024 highs. “Back then,
the rally lost steam due to FII selling, the US—India
trade deal not materialising, and lack of clarity on
FY27 earnings,” he noted.He added that conditions
have shifted. “FY27 is likely to witness above 15%
earnings growth. This becomes a strong fundamental
support for arally to new record highs.

Weakness in the Al trade globally may also push FIIs
back into India. A US—India trade deal could happen
anytime.” His advice: stick with large caps and
quality midcaps, as small caps remain broadly
overvalued.Echoing the optimistic undertone,
Anand James, Chief Market Strategist at Geojit, said
Friday’s profit-booking hasn’t dented the broader
momentum. “The close was above the monthly
breakout point, keeping the door open for another
upswing that could put the trend back toward
26,550,” he said.However, he flagged one caution: if
the index struggles to stay above the 26,028-25,980
band, it may signal fading momentum. A deeper
correction is unlikely unless 25,826 breaks
decisively, he added.IT stocks may have sparked
today’s bounce, but the market’s next big catalyst
will likely be earnings visibility, and clarity on when
Washington and New Delhi finally close their long-
pending trade deal.

Fearing Labour Party’s tax
shake-up on super-rich,
Steel tycoon Lakshmi Mittal
leaves UK for Dubai: Report

LONDON .(Agency)

Indian-origin steel magnate Lakshmi N Mittal, until
now based in Britain and a regular on the country’s
richest billionaires tally, has decided to quit the UK as
the Labour Party-led government’s feared tax shake-
up for the super-rich nears, according to a UK media
report on Sunday.

Rajasthan-born Mittal is a resident in Switzerland for
tax and will now spend much of his future in Dubai,
according to the ‘The Sunday Times’.

The founder of ArcelorMittal steelworks is worth an
estimated 15.4 billion pounds as per the 2025
‘Sunday Times Rich List’, which ranked him the
UK’s eighth richest man.Now, the newspaper
references sources close to the 75-year-old
industrialist to claim he has become the latest
billionaire to leave the UK ahead of a much-
anticipated Budget by Chancellor Rachel Reeves on
Wednesday.Mittal already has a mansion in Dubai
and has now bought up “tracts of an intriguing
development on the nearby Naia [sland” in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), the newspaper claims.The
news of Mittal’s exit comes ahead of expected tax
rises on the wealthy as Reeves tries to address a 20
billion pounds hole in the UK’s finances.In her first
Budget tabled last year after Labour’s general
election win, there were increases to capital gains tax,
a reduction of the tax relief for entrepreneurs selling
their ventures and new taxes on the way family
companies are passed down to future
generations.Rumours of further levies in her second
Budget as Chancellor next week, including a possible
20 per cent exit tax on those leaving the UK, have
caused much unease among the wealthy.“It wasn’t
the tax on income (or capital gains) that was the
issue,” one adviser familiar with the Mittals’ move is
quoted by ‘The Sunday Times’ as saying.“The issue
was inheritance tax. Many wealthy people from
overseas cannot understand why all of their assets,
wherever they are in the world, should be subject to
inheritance tax imposed by the UK Treasury.

New Labour Codes: Impact on Salary, PF,
Gratuity & Working hours and week offs

The new Indian Labour Codes, effective
November 21, 2025, will significantly alter
your salary structure, making hasic pay at
least 50% of CTC. This impacts PF and
gratuity, offering more retirement henefits.
Working hours may shift, with a potential 4-
day work week and higher overtime. Road
accident compensation is expanded.
Understand these changes to prepare for

your new payslip.

New Delhi,.(Agency)

With effect from 21 November 2025, four
new Labour Codes of India have been
implemented across the country. Now
your next salary slip will look different
and the office time table may also change.
The question is — will you get to see the
new payslip and the new roster? It is
important to know what went well for
you, what can be a bit difficult and what

you should do now. These new rules will
affect your basic salary, PF, gratuity,
working hours and even accidents on the
road.The four Labour Codes include the
Code on Wages, 2019, the Industrial
Relations Code, 2020, the Code on
Social Security, 2020 and the
Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions Code, 2020.

Labour Codes: Salary structure
The basic salary will be at least 50 percent. |

Now it will be half of your total salary
(CTC). This will include (basic + DA +
retaining allowance). Previously,
companies used to keep more
allowances. Now, this will not happen.
Your benefit from this — PF will be
deducted more then more money will be
received in retirement. Gratuity will also
be higher. If the company does not
increase the total salary, then there will be
a little less money in the form of in-hand
salary.In IT, manufacturing, media and
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Previously, gratuity was received only If the state government wishes, it can

after completing 5 years. Now it will be
available in just 1 year. This is a huge
advantage.

Minimum wage applicable
Now, the law of minimum wage will be

implemented not only in some industries,
but everywhere. The central government
will fix a floor salary. No company/state
will be able to pay less salary than that.
Those working in retail, construction and
small factories will benefit a lot from it.

logistics, most people are on contract. Labour Codes: Working hours

introduce the rule of 4 days of work and 3
days week offs. That is, it can be 4 days x
12 hours. Or even 5 days % 9.5 hours. Or 6
days x 8 hours. The law has opened the
way. Now it is up to the state and the
company. You must have the desire to
work overtime. The money will only be
doubled. Previously, there was a strict
limit of 75 hours per quarter. Now
companies can set more limits, which is
good for those who want to earn extra.

These two things that few people are

noticing, but your pocket and safety will
affect it. Ifan accident happens on the way
to work, it will be considered a work
accident. Now, with certain conditions,
you can get the benefit of compensation
and ESI (Employees' State Insurance)
even if an accident occurs on the road.
Previously, only a few areas had ESI. Now
it can be implemented in the whole of
India. Coverage will also be available in
small units and places of risky work.

Excelsoft Technologies IPO allotment out:
Did you get shares Check listing details

New Delhi.(Agency)

Allotment of shares for the Excelsoft
Technologies TPO will be finalised
today after the issue saw very strong
demand from investors. The three-day
subscription window closed on
November 21 with heavy bidding
across all categories.

Excelsoft had offered 2,91,66,667
shares, but investors placed bids for
1,32,59,07,625 shares, amounting to
Rs 15,910.89 crore. This shows the
strong interest the IPO attracted from
both institutional and retail
investors.Excelsoft IPO was
subscribed 45.46 times in total. In the
retail category, it was subscribed 16.44
times. The QIB (excluding anchor
investors) category saw 50.06 times
subscription, while the NII category
was subscribed 107.04 times by the
end of Day 3.With allotment now
underway, applicants who subscribed
to the issue can check their status
through the BSE website or the
registrar, MUFG Intime India Pvt
Ltd. HOWTO CHECK ALLOTMENT
STATUSApplicants can confirm

whether they have received shares
using either the BSE portal or the
registrar’s website.

On the BSE website, users must visit the
IPO allotment page, select ‘Equity’,
choose Excelsoft Technologies
Limited, enter their application

number and PAN, fill in the captcha
and click Search.

On the MUFG Intime India website,

users should go to the IPO allotment
page, select Excelsoft Technologies
Limited from the active issues list,
choose their preferred identification
option such as Application Number,
PAN or Demat details, enter the
required information and captcha, and

then click Submit to view the allotment
status.
WHAT KIND OF LISTING CAN YOU
EXPECT?
Excelsoft Technologies is set to list on
the stock exchanges soon, and
investors are watching closely to
see how the stock performs on its
debut.The last reported grey
market premium (GMP) for the
IPO is Rs 8, updated at 7:33 am
on November 24. With the IPO
price band set at Rs 120 per
share, the estimated listing price
based on the latest GMP works
out to around Rs 128.This
translates to an expected listing
gain of about 6.67%, which
indicates a modest premium on
the listing day if grey market signals
hold up.While GMP is not an official
indicator, it often reflects market
sentiment before listing. A stable
premium suggests investors expect a
steady but not overly sharp debut,
especially after the strong subscription
numbers seen during the bidding
period.

Tax cuts fire up demand as S&P
holds India’s FY26 growth at 6.5%

New Delhi.(Agency)

CHENNALI: India’s growth prospects for
financial year 2026 (FY26) received a
measured endorsement from S&P
Global Ratings, which has maintained
its real GDP growth projection at 6.5
percent for the year ending March
2026. The agency expects growth to
edgeupto 6.7 percent in FY27, arguing
that the country’s economic
momentum will lean heavily on
domestic demand as new tax measures
and lower interest rates expand
households’ spending capacity.

S&P’s outlook hinges on a clear shift
toward consumption-led growth. The
recent increase in the income-tax
rebate ceiling—from Rs 7 lakh to Rs 12
lakh—has created roughly Rs 1 lakh
crore in additional disposable income
for middle-income households.
Combined with broad GST rate cuts on

hundreds of mass-consumption goods,
and the Reserve Bank of India’s 50-
basis-point policy rate reduction
earlier this year, the policy
environment has begun to tilt
decisively toward boosting spending.
Cheaper goods and easier borrowing
conditions are expected to filter
quickly into consumption demand,
which already accounts for more than
half of India’s GDP.A favourable
monsoon has added to this
consumption outlook by improving
agricultural output and rural income,
both of which tend to have a strong
bearing on India’s broader demand
cycle. S&P expects inflation to
moderate to near 3.2 percent,
providing additional support for real
household purchasing
power.However, the agency also
points out that India’s external-facing

sectors continue to face substantial
headwinds. US tariffs remain a drag on
export-oriented manufacturing,
limiting any meaningful contribution
to growth from global demand. This is
emerging as a point of vulnerability ata
time when domestic consumption is
expected to do much of the heavy
lifting for the economy. S&P warns
that if export weakness persists, India’s
manufacturing sectors may struggle to
generate jobs and investment at the
pace required for broader economic
balance.The investment climate itself
remains an area to watch. While
government capital expenditure
continues to support infrastructure
build-out, private investment has yet to
accelerate convincingly. Economists
note that an overreliance on
consumption, without a parallel rise in
capital formation.

TCS suffers legal
sethack in US with $194
million penalty upheld

New Delhi.(Agency)

TCS has suffered a legal setback in the United
States after the Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuitupheld a penalty of $194 million in its case
with Computer Sciences Corporation (CSC), now
part of DXC Technology. The ruling is linked to a
long-running dispute over the alleged misuse of
trade secrets.In a disclosure dated November 21,
2025, TCS said the Appeals Court has upheld the
US District Court’s decision on damages.
However, the court has vacated the earlier
injunction that had been issued against the
company. The matter has now been sent back to
the Northern District of Texas, Dallas Division,
which has been asked to review the injunction as
per the directions of the Appeals Court.This
development comes after an update shared by the
company on June 14, 2024. At that time, TCS had
told the exchanges that the District Court had
ruled against it and held it liable for a total of
$194.2 million. This amount included
$56,151,583 in compensatory damages,
$112,303,166 in exemplary damages, and
$25,773,576.60 in prejudgment interest
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calculated until June 13, 2024.Following the
latest ruling, TCS said it is studying all legal
options that are open to it. This includes seeking
further review and filing an appeal before the
relevant courts. The company said it will
“vigorously defend” its position in the matter. It
also said that it will make the required accounting
provisions in its financial statements in line with
the applicable standards.The case began in 2019,
when CSC filed a lawsuit claiming that TCS had
misused its trade secrets. CSC alleged that TCS
gained improper access to its software after
several Transamerica employees moved to TCS.
These employees had earlier worked with the
software under a licence. CSC further said that
this access helped TCS build a competing
insurance platform after it signed a $2 billion deal
with Transamerica.

Ahead of demerger from HUL, Kwality Wall's
unveils plan to be India's No. 1 ice cream company

Kolkata..(Agency)

Ahead of the planned demerger of its ice
cream business, Kwality Wall’s (India)
Limited (KWIL), Hindustan Unilever
Limited (HUL) has disclosed KWIL’s
strategy to dominate India’s fast-growing
ice cream market, which is projected to
reach $4.4 billion (over Rs 36,000 crore)
by 2030. This ambitious plan was detailed
in an investor presentation. HUL has set
December 1, 2025, as the effective date
for the Kwality Walls demerger scheme.

Amarketripe for expansion
The Indian ice cream market is currently

valued at $2.6 billion (Rs 21,000 crore)
and is forecasted to grow at a robust 11%
Compound Annual Growth Rate
(CAGR), according to Euromonitor
International data. This growth is driven
by strong structural tailwinds such as low
per-capita consumption relative to global
standards; vast under-penetration of retail
outlets selling ice cream and rising
refrigerator ownership in Indian
households. KWIL highlights a massive
expansion opportunity. While India
boasts 13 million retail stores, and 4-5
million sell carbonated drinks, only about

KWIL, which currently claims the

1.2 million currently sell ice cream. With
KWIL present in only 200,000 of these
stores, the company sees significant
potential for distribution growth.
KWIL's strategic playbook for
leadership .

title of India's second-largest player
by retail sales value, has a clear
vision to become India’s No. 1 Ice
Cream Company. (Some reports
suggest it is the third largest behind
Amul and Baskin Robbins). The
company outlines four major
strategies to stay ahead of the
competition:Winning on price
points: The major focus is aligning
its portfolio with key snacking price
points (Rs10 to Rs 50), where the
majority of the Indian snacking market
thrives. This involves launching new
products and re-pricing existing ones
(sticks, cones, Cornetto) to directly
compete with popular snacks like
chocolates and biscuits.Massive
distribution network expansion: KWIL
plans to significantly expand its cabinet
fleet, aiming to place ice cream freezers in

millions more stores. The company
estimates a potential to expand into 3

powered by quick-commerce platforms
that create new consumption occasions.

million additional stores, dramatically KWIL acknowledged recent financial
increasing product availability.
Premiumisation with global brands: KWIL

will continue pushing premium brands
like Magnum and introduce other
international labels such as Ben & Jerry's

pressures, attributing a drop in its Hl
FY26 EBITDA margin to 4.5% (down
from 7.1% in FY25) to
cost inflation and
investments.However,
the company outlined a
clear value creation
model aimed at robust
margin improvement
through a combination
of premiumization,
procurement
productivity, supply
chain efficiencies, and
operating leverage. The
medium-term plan is to deliver market-
beating organic sales growth and steady
EBITDA expansion from 2026 onwards.

and Breyers to cater to the growing The separation from HUL is positioned as a

demand for indulgence.

Riding the Q-commerce wave: The

company noted the rapid growth of its e-
commerce business, which has climbed
from a negligible share to over 10% of its
business between FY20 and FY25,

mutually beneficial strategic move. For
KWIL, it allows for a specialized
operating model tailored to the unique
cold-chain snacking category, a dedicated
investment strategy, and incentives
focused purely on ice cream growth.
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Supreme Court agrees to Rs 5,100 crore
settlement by fugitive Sandesara brothers

>The Supreme

New Delhi.(Agency)
The Supreme Court on Monday

Court has
agreed to drop

agreed to drop all criminal
proceedings against the fugitive
Sandesara brothers in the Sterling
Biotech bank fraud case, on the

all CBl, ED and

condition that they pay a one-time
settlement of Rs 5,100 crore to the

PMLA cases

lender banks by December 17.The
order stipulates that all cases filed by

against the

the CBI, ED, and under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act

fugitive

Sandesara

(PMLA) against Nitin and Chetan
Sandesara and other co-accused can
be closed once the settlement amount
is deposited.

brothers in the

The wverdict followed the
government’s confirmation that a

Sterling Biotech
fraud case.

one-time settlement (OTS) had been
formally sanctioned in the case,
which involves an alleged bank fraud
of over Rs 35383 crore linked to

Sterling Biotech.

The bench underscored that the
primary objective was the recovery
of public funds, noting that
continuing criminal proceedings
would serve little purpose if the |
defrauded amount is returned." Since
inception, this Court was of the view
that if the petitioners are ready to
deposit the amount as settled in OTS
and public money comes back to
lender banks, the continuation of the
criminal proceedings would not
serve any useful purpose. The tenor
of the proceedings apparently
indicate peculiarity, with intent to
protect the public money and interest
and to get deposited the defalcated
amount," the order, made public on
Friday, said.

However, the court made it clear that
the relief granted is specific to the
unique circumstances of this case and
cannot be cited as precedent in future

matters. The Sandesara brothers,
promoters of the Vadodara-based
Sterling Biotech and leaders of a
business empire spanning

In a first, ex-CJI BR Gavai
leaves official car for
successor Justice Surya Kant

New Delhi.(Agency)

Former Chief Justice of India B R Gavaion Monday seta
new precedent by leaving the official Mercedes-Benz
car for his successor Swrya Kant at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan afer the latter's swearing-in ceremony. Justice
Gavai, who superannuated on November 23, reached
the Rashtrapati Bhavan in the official car and left for
his residence in his personal vehicle after the function.

“Afier the oath ceremony, Justice Gavai lefi the official
vehicle designated for the chief justice and returned in

an altemative vehicle from the Rashfrapati Bhavan,
ensuring that the official car is available for use by his
successor for going to the Supreme Court,” a person
privy tothe development said.

Justice Surya Kant was administered oath as the 53rd CJI
by President Droupadi Murmu at a brief ceremony on
Monday morning. He took the oath in Hindi in the
name of God.Justice Kant was appointed the next CJI
on October 30, and will remain in the post fornearly 15
months. He will demit office on February 9, 2027, on
attaining the age of 65.Vice President C P
Radhakrishnan, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and
former CJI Gavai were among the dignitaries who
attended the ceremony.

AQI nears ‘severe’ category in
Delhi, NCR towns cross 400

New Delhi.(Agency)

Delhi's air quality continued its downward slide on
Sunday, inching closer to the ‘severe’ category as
temperatures began to dip across the region. The city’s
average Air Quality Index (AQI) was recorded at 391,
only nine points short of the ‘severe’ threshold,
according to the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB). Forecasts from the Air Quality Early Warning
System (AQEWS) indicate that pollution levels are
expected to remain in the “very poor bracket for the rest
ofthe week.

Thirteen monitoring stations in the capital registered AQI
readings in the ‘severe’ category, while 25 reported
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‘very poor’ air, CPCB’s Sameer app showed. Localities
such as Wazirpur (AQL 464}, Vivek Vihar (458), Rohini
(457), Jahangirpuri (451) and Bawana (446) were
among the worsthit on Sunday.

The toxic haze was not confined to Delhi alone. AQI
readings from the National Capital Region painted an
equally grim picture, with Ghaziabad (437), Noida
(418) and Greater Noida (399} all breaching the upper
end of the ‘very poor’ range. Faridabad (237) and
Gurugram (295) fared comparatively better but still
remained in the *poor’ category.

Data shows that Delhi’s average AQI has remained
stubbornly high over the past week — fluctnating
between 351 and 392 — with Sunday’s 391 matching
levels seen earlierin the weelk.

Judge Who Sought Favours Dodges In-House
Probe With Retirement? Maybe Not

New Delhi.(Agency)

A high court chief justice who tried to
influence a National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal member in
Chennai for a ruling in favour of
a company has narrowly escaped
an in-house inquiry due to his
retirement and other
reasons. This does not mean he is
completely out of the arc of ;
accountability. The new Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant can &
still recommend filing of a first @
information report (FIR) under ==

the higher judiciary of this country"”
had approached him to secure a

favourable order and recused himself

from hearing the case.By the time

the Prevention of Corruption B

Act.

Former Chief Justice of India BR
Gavai had sought a report from
National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) judicial member
Justice Sharad Kumar Sharma, who
had revealed in an open court that

"one of the most revered members of

Justice Sharma sent a detailed report,
the high court chief justice in
question had retired. Due to this, a
formal in-house inquiry could not be
ordered against him.

During a hearing in the Supreme Court
on November 14, lawyer Prashant

Bhushan had said that according to
his information, "the message came
from the Chief Justice of a high
court" to the judicial member of the
company'sappellate tribunal.
The Supreme Court then told
NCLAT chairperson Justice
Ashok Bhushan to hear the
matter in a bench headed by
him and adjudicate the dispute
at the earliest. The Supreme
Courtalso directed the interim
resolution professional (TIRP)
appointed by the National
Company Law Tribunal at
Hyderabad to proceed in the
insolvency dispute.

According to the bench, the judicial

member recorded the incident in his
order before recusing himself from
hearing the matter, and that was
enough for looking at the issue on the
administrative side.

15 arrested for using 'pepper spray’ on
Delhi Police during air pollution protest

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi Police has arrested 15 people
on charges of obstructing its
personnel and assaulting them,
besides blocking the road
during a protest at the India -
Gate over rising air pollution =
levels in the national capital,
an official said on Monday.

On Sunday, the sitnation at the
protest escalated as some
demonstrators allegedly used
pepper spray on police
personnel while being
removed from the scene, the §
official added.

According to a senior police
officer, the protesters had gathered
close to the C-Hexagon and were told
that their demonstration at that

location was obstructing ambulances
and medical personnel trying to pass
through.

“The situation then turned info a

scuffle, and some protesters used
pepper spray on our personnel, which
is unusual and rare," the officer said,

adding that so far, 15 protesters have
been arrested.The Delhi
Coordination Committee for Clean
Air, in a statement, said the city's
worsening air quality
has become a serious
risk to public health and
alleged that authorities
have failed to address
the root causes of
pollution.It further
alleged that air quality
has remained in the
severe category, while
the government relies on
cosmetic measures such
as water sprinklers,
cloud seeding and
spraying near Air Quality Index
(AQI) stations instead.
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pharmaceuticals to energy, fled India
in 2017 using Albanian passports
after being accused of defaulting on
domestic bank loans. They denied

& 4 anywrongdoing.
X The investigation had revealed the
Sandesara Group’s overseas
companies had secured loans worth
thousands of crores from foreign
branches of Indian banks. The loans
were sanctioned by a consortium of
banks led by Andhra Bank, UCO
Bank, State Bank of India, Allahabad
Bank, and Bank of India.
The probe also uncovered that the
funds obtained through these loans
were diverted for unauthorised
layered, and laundered
through a complex network of
domestic and offshore entities. The
main promoters allegedly siphoned
off the loan amounts not only to
finance their Nigerian oil business
butalso for personal gains.
The ED had attached properties of the
Sandesara Group worth Rs 9,778
crore in the Sterling Biotech case.

Chilli Spray To 'Hidma'
Slogans: How Delhi's Air
Protest Took Violent Turn

New Delhi.{Agency)

The protest at Delhi's India Gate on Sunday evening
against the toxic air in the national capital turned
violent and chaotic as some protesters allegedly
attacked police personnel with chilli spray while
being removed from the site. A group of people
even raised slogans supporting Madvi Hidma - a
top Maoist leader who was killed in an encounter
in Andhra Pradesh earlier this month, prompting
legal action. According to the police, the protesters
sat in the middle of the road at India Gate without
permission for around an hour, raising slogans and
waving posters. When the police intervened and
asked the demonstrators to stop the protest, they
reportedly turned violent, broke baricades and
sprayed chilli spray, injuring three to four cops.

Officials said the personnel are undergoing
treatment at the Ram Manohar Lohia (RML)
Hospital. As the cops continued to disperse the
protesters, a group of people raised slogans such as
"Madvi Hidma Amar Rahe" (Long Live Madvi
Hidma). Aman was seen holding a poster that read:
"From Birsa Munda to Madvi Hidma, the struggle
of our forests and environment will go on".

Hidma, who was responsible for at least 26 armed
attacks against security forces and civilians, was
killed in an encounter on November 18. He was
known for attacks, including the 2010 attack in
Dantewada that claimed the lives of 76 CRPEF
personnel and the 2013 ambush in Jhiram Ghati
that left 27 people, including top Congress leaders,
dead. He also played a keyrole in the 2021 Sukma-
Bijapur ambush in which 22 security personnel
were killed.

The police have arrested 22 people so far in
connection with the violence - six have been taken
into custody at the Kartavyapath police station,
while the remaining 17 at the Parliament Street
police station." An FIR has been registered under
various sections, including against the use of force
against the police, road blockades, and the use of
chilli spray,” Deputy Commissioner of Police,
Devesh Kumar Mahla, said.

Officials have also assured action against those who
raised the Maoist slogans. "Those who raised such
slogans at India Gate will be identified, and legal
action will be taken against them. We are taking
legalaction in this matter," the DCP said.

BJPhits out at protesters

Delhi Minister Kapil Mishra hit out over the vielent
protests, saying, 'Jihadis' and Maoists are now
"becoming social activists”. "Look at the reality of
yesterday's protests in Delhi. They held posters
against pollution, and chanted slogans like 'Lal
Salaam' (Red Salute - a greeting used by
communists). The new mask for jhadis and
Naxalites is becoming social activists. Delhi has
given a befitting reply to such ideology,” he wrote
mapostonX.

Lens on under-construction madrasa funded
by Delhi blast accused doctor: Sources

The partly underground madrasa near Faridabad's Al-Falah University is allegedly funded

New Delhi.(Agency)

As investigative agencies dug deeper into
the Red Fort blast case, a suspicious
underground madrasa near Al-Falah
University in Faridabad has come under
scrutiny. Officials suspect that the
partially constructed structure was [
funded in part by Dr Muzammil Ganie, a

key accused in the Delhi blast.Ganie was
arrested from Al-Falah University just .

hours before the Delhi explosion, in
which his associate, Dr Umar un Nabi,

detonated a device that killed 15 people.

Investigators had also seized 2,900 kg of |0 gowr B oyt
explosives from near the institution. o e ug! A
The madrasa is located in the middle ofa =~ e LI

village, barely two kilometres from the . p— —
terror-tainted university campus, and
was reportedly being built with
government assistance.Spread across
nearly 4,000-5,000 sq f, the structure

feet above the surface,

remains incomplete, with large sections
lying 7-8 feet below ground level. Only
an upper portion, extending about three
has been

by key Red Fort blast accused Dr Muzammil Ganie.

ground, without proper ventilation.
Investigators who surveyed the site noted
that the foundation and design deviate
significantly from typical madrasa
* . architecture.
The walls are about 23 cm thick, and
beneath them are platform-like
formations nearly 1.9 metres wide. These
platforms run along the entire periphery
of the underground section, raising
questions about their mntended purpose.
The roof area features stairs descending to
ground level, and mats were found

% f ,; s S ,,_:; & placed on the raised platforms, indicating
e T that children may have been using the
- A T <5

constructed so far. The plot itselfis level,
indicating that an underground structure
was notrequired for the structure. Yet the
construction has been carried out below

space for classes.Agencies are now
investigating Dr Muzammil’s
involvement in financing the madrasa
and whether funds for its construction
may have been routed through channels
connected to the blast conspiracy.
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More and more Ugandan men seek DNA
paternity tests, often with heartbreaking results

NABUMALL. (Agency)
Among the most sensitive family disputes
Moses Kutoi mediates are those involving
upset men questioning why some of their
children don’t resemble them.For the
Ugandan clan leader attuned to the wisdom
of his ancestors, the matter is taboo, never
to be discussed with others. Yet Kutoi feels
compelled to intervene in the hope of  did.”
saving marriages that sometimes turn Paternity disputes are proliferating
violent and are on the verge of The Ministry of Internal Affairs runs a
breaking.“Even me, I don’t resemble my  government-accredited lab that
father,” the clan leader recently told one  conducts court-ordered investigations.
disbelieving man he was helping. It says the number of men seeking
Paternity has become a key test of faithinthis ~ voluntary DNA testing has soared
east African country as DNA testing recently, with often “heartbreaking”
becomes more widely available, fueled in ~ outcomes.“About 95% of those
part by published reports of well-known  coming for DNA tests are men, but more
Ugandans who eventually discovered they ~ than 98% of the results show these men are
were not the biological fathers of some of  not the biological fathers,” Simon Peter
their children.The matter has become so  Mundeyi, a spokesman for the Ministry of
heated that clerics and traditional leaders  Internal Affairs, told reporters in July.His
now urge tolerance and a return to the kind ~ advice for men was not to seek DNA proof
of African teachings that village elders like ~ of paternity “unless you have a strong
Kutoi say they stand for.At last year’s  heart," he said. DNA testing centers have
Christmas Day service, the Anglican sprouted al over Uganda, with aggressive
archbishop of Uganda, Stephen Kaziimba,  advertising by clinical labs on radio and in

NEWS BOX

At Least 3 Dead As Gunmen
Attack Pakistan Paramilitary
Force Headquarters In
Peshawar

world. (Agency)

At least three people were killed after gunmen attacked
Pakistan's paramilitary force headquarters in
Peshawar on Monday. The defence complex, the
headquarters of the frontier constabulary paramilitary
force, was also hit by two suicide bombers, news
agency Reuters reported, citing sources.Sources said
the first suicide bomber carried out an attack on the
main entrance of the constabulary, while the other one
entered the compound."Law enforcement personnel,
including the army and police, have cordoned off the
area and are carefully handling the situation, as we
suspect there are some terrorists inside the
headquarters," a senior official told Reuters on
condition of anonymity. The headquarters of the force
is located in a crowded area, close to a military
cantonment.Local residents in the area told the news
agency that the road leading to the defence facility has
been closed for traffic and cordoned off by the army,
police and (security) personnel.Soon after the attack,
several videos also started circulating on social media,
claiming that blasts were heard at FC Chowk Main
Sadar.

US Woman In 'Slender Man'
Stabbing Case Cuts Off
Monitoring Device, Goes
Missing

cited the example of the virgin birth of
Jesus — the bedrock of Christian belief —
in a sermon that sought to discourage DNA
testing among the faithful.“You take DNA
and you find out that out of the four
children, only two are yours," he
warned. “So just take care of the
children the way they are, like Joseph

public spaces. Some passenger taxis in
Kampala, the Ugandan capital, have had
their back windows plastered with ads for
facilities offering DNA testing.In

Kutoi likes to point out that although he
doesn't resemble his father, he was picked
as the family heir anyway, allowing him to
become a clan leader among the Bagisu
people.In the past, if a man spoke
publicly about paternity concerns,
community elders would pay him a
visit. He could be punished, including
being forced to pay a fine, Kutoi
said.“You are not supposed to
pronounce that [ am suspecting that this
child is not mine,” said Ktoi, adding
that being drunk was no excuse for such
an utterance.Disputes are tied to
property and divorce proceedings
These days many paternity disputes in
Uganda revolve around the distribution
of property after the family patriarch
has died, but also during divorce
proceedings when spousal support is
contested.In the most prominent recent
case, court-ordered DNA testing showed a
wealthy academic in Kampala was not the
father of one of his three children. That case
has been widely covered by the local press,
underscoring paternity as an issue affecting
awide range of families.

Nabumali, a small town where Kutoi is the
mayor, most families can’t afford DNA
testing fees, which exceed $200 at the only
private laboratory equipped to do such
work in nearby Mbale city.The couples
who seek Kutoi’s assistance can barely
tolerate each other by the time they
approach him. He tries to ease the tension
with self-deprecating jokes and by sharing
his own experience with the taboo topic.

Geneva talks marked ‘most productive, meaningful
meeting’ as US, Ukraine report good progress

World. (Agency)
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio said

Mamdani stands by Trump
criticism despite friendly
White House meeting

productive first session with the
distinguished American delegation.

against Russia’s invasion.

world. (Agency) 'Zero gratitude for out efforts'

A Wisconsin woman who admitted to nearly stabbing a

classmate to death in 2014 to please the online horror
character Slender Man is missing after she cut off an
electronic monitoring device and left a group home,
authorities said Sunday.Madison police issued an
alert Sunday for Morgan Geyser, now 23, saying she
was last seen around 8 p.m. Saturday with an adult
acquaintance."If you see Geyser, please call 911,"
the alert said, adding that she had cut off a
"Department of Corrections monitoring
bracelet."Geyser was placed in a group home this
year after being granted conditional release from the
Winnebago Mental Health Institute. She was sent to
the psychiatric institute in 2018 after pleading guilty
to attempted first-degree intentional homicide in a
deal with prosecutors to avoid prison.Geyser's
attorney, Tony Cotton, said Sunday that he did not
know what happened with his client and urged
Geyser to turn herself in.It's in her best interest for
her to turn herself in immediately and not continue
with this course of action," Cotton said in an
Instagram video post where he addressed Geyser
directly at times. "We don't know any of the facts
about what happened or who might have assisted
her."Authorities say Geyser and her friend, Anissa
Weier, were 12 years old when they lured their
classmate, Payton Leutner, to a suburban Milwaukee
park after a sleepover. Geyser stabbed Leutner more
than a dozen times while Weier egged her on.
Leutner barely survived.The girls later told
investigators that they attacked Leutner to earn the
right to be Slender Man's servants and they feared
he'd harm their families if they didn't follow through.

Israel Sacks Military Officers
Over "Systemic Failure”
During Oct 7 Hamas Attack

the talks in Geneva on President

Donald Trump’s proposal to end
Russia’s war on Ukraine were the
“most productive and meaningful
meeting" since the Trump
administration came to power.”

Rubio made the remark after meeting
senior Ukrainian envoys on Sunday.
He told journalists that a second round
of discussions would take place later
on Sunday night.“This will ultimately
have to be signed off by our presidents,
although I feel very comfortable
about that happening given the
progress we’ve made,” said Rubio,
who was accompanied by Army
Secretary Dan Driscoll and Trump’s

special envoy Steve Witkoff.He added

that Russia would also have to approve
the final peace plan.The head of the
Ukrainian delegation, presidential
chief of staff Andrii Yermak, also

confirmed that an initial session had

wrapped up and that another meeting
was expected shortly.
“I want to confirm that we had a very

We have made very good progress and
are moving forward to a just and
lasting peace,” he said.“Very soon
today the second meeting will take

place, where we will continue to work
on joint proposals with the
engagement of our European partners.
Final decisions will be taken by our
Presidents.”However, tensions
surfaced during the talks after
President Donald Trump slammed
Ukraine for showing a lack of
“gratitude” for Washington’s support

The US President, who is known for

blowing hot and cold on Ukraine,
earlier said on his Truth Social
platform that Ukraine's leadership
"EXPRESSED ZERO GRATITUDE
FOR OUR EFFORTS," referring to his
plan to end the nearly four-year
conflict, which adhered to some of
Moscow's demands.In an attempt to
appease Trump after the outburst,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky took to X a few hours later in
a conciliatory tone.“Ukraine is
grateful to the United States, to every
American heart, and personally to
President Trump for the assistance that
-- starting with the Javelins -- has been
saving Ukrainian lives,” Zelensky
wrote on X.

Starmer and Trump phone call
Meanwhile, Downing Street said UK

Prime Minister Keir Starmer spoke
with Trump by phone, with both
leaders agreeing that “we all must
work together at this critical moment”.

620 summit in South Africa ends with glaring
absence of US after Trump's boycott

World.(Agency)
JOHANNESBURG: The Group of 20
summit in South Africa ended Sunday
with the glaring absence of the United

States, the next country to lead the bloc,

after the Trump administration
boycotted the two days of talks
involving leaders of the world's richest
and top developing economies.

South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa declared the summit in
Johannesburg closed by banging a
wooden gavel on a block like a judge
would, in a G20 tradition. The gavel
would normally be handed over to the
leader of the next country to hold the
rotating presidency, but no U.S.
official was there to receive it.

The world's biggest economy boycotted
a summit meant to bring rich and
developing nations together over
President Donald Trump's claims that

last-minute decision for an official
from its embassy in South Africa to
attend the G20 handover. But South
Africa refused that, saying it was an
insult for Ramaphosa to hand over to a
junior embassy official. In the end, no
U.S. delegation was accredited for the
summit, according to the South
African Foreign Ministry.

South Africa said the handover would

happen later, possibly at its foreign
ministry. Trump has said the U.S. will
hold next year's summit at his golf club
in Doral, Florida.“This gavel of this
G20 summit formally closes this
summit and now moves on to the next
president of the G20, which is the
United States, where we shall see each
other again next year,” Ramaphosa
said as he closed the summit, making
no reference to the U.S. absence in his
speech.Breaking with tradition

opening day of the talks, when
declarations usually come at the end of
the summit.The declaration was
significant in that it came in the face of
opposition from the U.S., which has
for months been critical of a South
African agenda for the group that
largely focused on climate change and
global wealth inequality, focuses the
Trump administration derided.
Argentina said it also opposed the
declaration after Argentine President
Javier Milei, a Trump ally, also
skipped the summit.Other G20 nations,
including China, Russia, France,
Germany, the U.K., Japan and Canada,
backed the declaration, which called
for more global attention on issues that
specifically affect poor countries, such
as the need for financial help for their
recovery efforts after climate-related
disasters, finding ways to ease their

WASHINGTON . (Agency)

. New York City Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani didn't

back down in an interview that aired Sunday from past
criticism that President Donald Trump acted like a
despot and a fascist after a surprisingly friendly White
House meeting between the two men.The newly
elected democratic socialist and the Republican
president have fiercely criticized each other in the past.
Trump called Mamdani a “100% Communist Lunatic”
in a social media post following the incoming mayor's
election victory, and Mamdani has said Trump was
attacking democracy. Yet the two political foils
emerged smiling after the meeting Friday and spoke of
shared goals.Pressed about his past criticism during a
“Meet the Press" interview conducted Saturday,
Mamdani said his views remained
unchanged.Everything that I've said in the past, I
continue to believe,” Mamdani said. “And that’s the

thing that I think is important in our politics, is that we
don’t shy away from where we have disagreements,
but we understand what it is that brings us to that table,
because ’'m not coming into the Oval Office to make a
point or make a stand. I’'m coming in there to deliver
for New Yorkers."Trump had brushed aside
Mamdani’s criticisms Friday and even jumped in on
his defense several times. When a reporter asked if
Mamdani stood by his comments that Trump is a
fascist, Trump interjected before Mamdani could fully
answer the question.“That’s OK. You can just say yes.
OK?” Trump said. “It’s easier. It’s easier than
explaining it. I don’t mind.”Asked about the fascist
criticism on “Meet the Press,” Mamdani said, “That’s
something that I’ve said in the past. I say it today. ”

Kevin Hassett, director of the National Economic

Council, said on CNN’s “State of the Union” talk show
that Trump wants to work with everybody who cares
about the future of the American people.

“We’re at times disagreeing about policies,” Hassett said,

South Africa is violently persecuting The first G20 summit in Africa also ~ debt levels and supporting their “but I think that the objective of making life better for

world . (Agency)

its Afrikaner white minority.
The White House said it intended in a

broke with tradition on Saturday by
issuing a leaders' declaration on the

transition to climate-friendly green
energy sources.

everybody is something that a lot of people share on
the Democratic and Republican side.

In a decisive and deeply reflective address to the
nation, Israel's Chief of the General Staff, Lieutenant
General Eyal Zamir, announced sweeping command
measures against senior Israel Defence Forces (IDF)
officers for their roles in the failures surrounding the
Hamas terror attacks of October 7, 2023. The
announcement marks one of the most far-reaching
accountability actions in IDF history. It follows what
Zamir described as a "thorough, professional, and in-
depth inquiry" into the systemic breakdowns that
allowed the devastating assault.

Speaking on November 23, 2025, Zamir talked about
the two urgent missions he carried with him upon
assuming Israel's highest military post. "The first—to
lead the IDF to decisive victory in a multi-arena war...
The second — to strengthen the public's trust in the
IDF and to ensure that the events of ctober 7th never
happen again," he said. The October 7 attack - carried
out by Hamas and other Gaza-based militants — saw
coordinated infiltrations by land, air, and sea. Over
1,200 Israelis were killed, most of them civilians,
and approximately 240 hostages were abducted into
Gaza. Entire communities near the border were
overrun, and key military installations were
breached, exposing profound failures in intelligence
analysis, force readiness, early-warning systems,
and command decision-making.Zamir emphasised
that the IDF's primary mission — protecting Israeli
civilians — had failed on that day. "My conclusions
present an unequivocal picture: the IDF failed in its
primary mission on October 7—to protect the
civilians of the State of Israel. This is a severe,
resounding, systemic failure... The lessons of that
day are numerous and significant.

In Geneva, US and Ukraine officials report progress
on ending Russia's war but offer few specifics

saying simply that officials want to see
fighting stop as soon as possible and that
officials could keep negotiating Monday
and beyond. He said that higher-level
officials may eventually have to get
involved.“This is a very delicate
moment,” Rubio said of what still
needed to be worked out. “Some of it
is semantics, or language. Others
require higher-level decisions and
consultations. Others, I think, just
need more time to work
through.”The 28-point blueprint
drawn up by the U.S. to end the
nearly four-year war has sparked
alarm in Kyiv and European
capitals. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said his
country could face a stark choice
between standing up for its
sovereign rights and preserving the
American support it needs.The Ukrainian
leader has vowed that his people “will
always defend” their home.The proposal
acquiesces to many Russian demands that
Zelenskyy has categorically rejected on
dozens of occasions, including giving up

large pieces of territory.

In a subsequent statement Sunday night, the
White House said the Ukrainian delegation
“affirmed that all of their principal

taken to incorporate their feedback into

each component of the emerging settlement

framework.” The White House said

changes made to the proposal now reflect
“their national interests" and provide
"credible and enforceable
mechanisms to safeguard Ukraine’s
security in both the near and long
term.”

But language of such positive steps
came only after concerns about the
original, Trump-endorsed deal
intensified. A bipartisan group of U.S.
senators said Rubio told them
Saturday that the plan had originated
with Russia and was actually a “wish
list” for Moscow, rather than a serious
push for peace.

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz
said that he’d spoken to Trump and

made clear there were some parts of the
plans key European nations could agree on
but others where they could not.“T told him
that we are fully in line with Ukraine, that
the sovereignty of this country must not be
jeopardized,” Merz said in an interview
withDW.

The 28-point blueprint drawn up
hy the U.S. to end the nearly four-
year war has sparked alarm in
Kyiv and European capitals.

GENEVA .(Agency)

Top U.S. and Ukrainian officials said Sunday
they'd made progress toward ending the
Russia-Ukraine war but provided scant
details after discussing the American
proposal to achieve peace that has sparked
concerns among many of Washington’s
European allies that the plan is too
conciliatory to Moscow.U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio said high-stakes talks in
Geneva were “very worthwhile” and
constituted the most productive day in “a
very long time."“I feel very optimistic that
we can get something done,” Rubio said.

But he offered very little information on what
was discussed. He also downplayed a
Thursday deadline set by President Donald
Trump for Ukraine to respond to the plan,

concerns — security guarantees, long-term
economic development, infrastructure
protection, freedom of navigation, and
political sovereignty — were thoroughly
addressed during the meeting.”

It added that the Ukrainians “expressed
appreciation for the structured approach
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New Zealand's Kane
Williamson returns for
West Indies Tests, Kyle

Jamieson rested

New Delhi. (Agency)

Kane Williamson has been recalled to the New
Zealand squad for the upcoming three-Test
series against the West Indies in December,
marking his return to red-ball cricket after
missing the one-day internationals and the
Test series against Zimbabwe earlier this
year. His selection comes alongside
experienced seamer Blair Tickner and
promising pacer Zak Foulkes joining the 14-
man squad, with Kyle Jamieson rested for at
least the series opener. The squad also
welcomes back Daryl Mitchell, who has
recovered from the groin injury he sustained
during the recent ODI series against the West
Indies. Williamson, who recently retired from
international T20 cricket, has not featured in
a Test match since December last year. His
inclusion is viewed as a stabilising presence
for Tom Latham's side, with head coach Rob
Walter saying, "Kane's ability on the field
speaks foritselfand it will be great to have his
skills as well as his leadership back in the test
group." Walter added, "He's had a bit of time
offto get himselfready for red-ball cricket."

With Jamieson unavailable due to his red-ball
return-to-play plan, Blair Tickner is in line
for his fourth Test cap after more than two
years. Tickner, 32, has shown strong form of
late, collecting two Man of the Match awards
in the ODI series against England last month.
Jacob Duffy, who made his Test debut against
Zimbabwe earlier this year, is also included
as a pace option, strengthening the seam
attack.Zak Foulkes, 23, earned his place after
a standout Test debut against Zimbabwe in
August, where he took nine wickets for 75
runs-the best match figures by a New
Zealander on Test debut. The fast-bowling
group is rounded out by Duffy and Matt
Henry, with injuries to Will O'Rourke and
Ben Sears limiting further options. Walter
said.

Eberechi Eze adds an aura to
Arsenal: Arteta praises hat-
trick hero after Spurs win

New Delhi. (Agency)

Eberechi Eze delivered a performance of rare
authority and brilliance to send Arsenal six
points clear at the top of the Premier League,
with Mikel Arteta hailing the England
international for bringing an "aura" the team
had been missing. The 26-year-old struck
the first hat-trick of his career in a
commanding 4-1 win over Tottenham,
punishing the club that came close to
signing him in the summer before Arsenal
secured his £67.5m move from Crystal
Palace.Leandro Trossard set Arsenal on
their way, but it was Eze who seized control
of the contest. His first goal arrived after a
silky dribble that cut open a static Tottenham
back line, allowing him to slot home with
confidence and precision. Arsenal went into
the break 2-0 up and within 36 seconds of

?//

the restart Eze doubled his tally, reacting
sharply to extend the lead. He completed his
hat-trick late on, capping a dominant display
even after Richarlison had pulled one back
for a Spurs side that mustered only 0.07
expected goals."Things happen for a
reason," Arteta said, reflecting on the club's
decision to move for Eze after three
consecutive runners-up finishes. "After the
international duty, he had two days off, and
after one day he wanted to train, and he
wanted to improve, and he wanted to do
extra practice and he was asking me
questions about this and that. When a player
has such a talent, and his desire is at that
level, then these things happen. And he fully
deserves it. I'm so happy for him, because
since the day that he came, he brought
something else to the team.So it's a joy, it's
an aura that this team needed and hopefully
it will give him a lot of confidence, to him
and the team, that at any moment he can win
us a game. And that's the ability that he has
and he certainly needs to fulfil that talent.

Lionel Messi powers Inter Miami to 1sf
East final, thrash Cincinnati in semis

««Inter Miami progressed to their

first-ever Eastern Conference final
following a commanding 40
victory over FC Cincinnati. Lionel
Messi led with one goal and three
assists, while Tadeo Allende and
Mateo Silvetti contributed crucial
goals. Miami continues their historic
playoff run and will next face either

Philadelphia or NYCEC.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Inter Miami booked their place in the MLS

Eastern Conference final for the first time in
club history with a decisive 4-0 victory over
FC Cincinnati. The win builds on Miami's
growing momentum in the postseason, as the
club posted back-to-back 4-0 playoft results
under coach Javier Mascherano. Lionel

Messi led the attack with a goal and three
assists, continuing his consistent
involvement in every Miami goal during this
playoff campaign. The result eliminates
Cincinnati at home for the third consecutive
season, extending their streak of postseason
disappointments just short of the conference
final.Messi delivered a commanding
performance, scoring the opening goal and
assisting on three others to drive Miami's
attack. His header in the 19th minute set the

tone for the match, and he was directly
involved in the build-up for each subsequent
goal. Messi now has six goals and six assists
in the postseason.

MLS Playoffs: Full coverage

Tadeo Allende continued his standout
postseason form with a brace in the second
half, scoring in the 62nd and 74th minutes.
Both goals came from swift transition plays
initiated by Messi, who orchestrated the
attacks by winning possession high up the

Ashes: England coach Brendon McCullum urges
fans to keep faith after Perth horror

New Delhi. (Agency)

England coach Brendon McCullum has
broken his silence after his side's
bruising two-day defeat in Perth,
urging fans to "keep the faith" and
insisting there will be no change in the
team's attacking approach despite the
heavy setback in the opening Ashes
Test.England were outplayed in all
departments as their high-risk style,
known as Bazball, faltered under
pressure. Batting collapses in both
innings and a whirlwind 69-ball
century from Travis Head condemned
the visitors to an eight-wicket loss,
leaving them facing an uphill battle to
regain the urn with four Tests still to
play."Keep the faith," McCullum said
when asked about his message to
England supporters.

"Sometimes we get beaten and it looks pretty
ugly, but there are times when having that
type of mentality allows us to still believe
in our abilities when we step out to play.
There are times we don't get it right, but we
have to believe in what we believe in
because it gives us the best chance. Just
because we are one down in the series
doesn't change what we believe in. We have

40-year-old Cristiano Ronaldo scores
stunning bicycle kick for Al Nassr

New Delhi. (Agency)

Cristiano Ronaldo rolled back the years with
a sensational overhead kick as Al Nassr
continued their impressive season with a
decisive win over Al Khaleej. Ronaldo's
strike drew comparisons to his goal against
Juventus in the Champions League final in
2017, as the 40-year-old showed why he is
one of the greatest players of all time.

Al Nassr's dominance was evident from the

outset, maintaining control throughout Joao
Felix played a leading role in the first half,
registering both a goal and an assist to set
the pace for the win. The opening phase saw
Al Nassr apply early pressure, with multiple
opportunities created. Cristiano Ronaldo
threatened to open the scoring on two
occasions—first with a shot from the edge
of the area and later with an effort inside the
box that required a strong save from Al
Khaleej goalkeeper Moris. These initial

to stay calm, stay together, and plot our way
back into this series, as we have done
before."England's struggles in Australia
continue to mount; they have now lost 14
Tests, drawn two and won none in the
country since their last Ashes triumph there
15 years ago. Perth had offered a genuine
chance to break that run. At 160 for 5 on day
one, England appeared set for a competitive

# f

opportunities set the tone for Al Nassr’s
relentless attack as Joao Felix soon took

center stage.His performance in the first
half helped his team assert control. Al
Nassr’s tactical approach centered on
sustained attacking play, which left Al
Khaleej’s defense under constant pressure.
Felix opened the scoring in the 39th minute,
with Wesley doubling the lead three
minutes later.Murad Al-Hawsawi cut the
deficit down in the 47th minute, but Sadio

Defensively, Al Nassr managed the game

total before losing five wickets
for 12 runs to be bowled out for
172. They bounced back by
skittling Australia for 132 and
later moved to 65 for 1 in their
second innings, seemingly poised
to seize control. But another
collapse left Australia needing
205, a target they chased down
comfortably.He also reminded
everyone that this isn’t the first
time his side has taken a two-day
punch. “We’ve been in this
situation before.... We played
South Africa and lost in two days
that first Test and came back and
won that series 2-1,” he pointed
out, framing Perth as a setback
within a larger pattern rather than
a referendum on Bazball
itself.Brendon McCullum even
leans into the risk. “Sometimes we get
beaten, and sometimes it looks pretty ugly,
but having that mentality allows us to still
believe in our abilities next time we step out
to play,” he said. In other words, if Bazball
creates the kind of chaos that just burned
England in Perth, it is also the same fire he
trusts to light their way back into the series.

Mane restored the two-goal cushion in
early in the final quarter of the second half.

with discipline, limiting Al Khaleej’s
opportunities. The turning point came late
in the match when Al Khaleej was reduced
to ten men following a sending off, making
it increasingly challenging for them to
mount any comeback against Al Nassr’s
high-tempo play.The match’s most notable
moment occurred in the final play, as
Cristiano Ronaldo scored his 955th goal
with a spectacular bicycle kick.Statistically,
the fixture reflected Al Nassr’s control, with
Ronaldo’s late goal serving as the most
spectacular among several throughout the
match. The 955-goal milestone further
solidified his position as a prolific scorer.
Joao Felix’s involvement in both a goal and
an assist added to the team’s overall
impressive numbers.

pitch and quickly releasing Allende into
space. Allende's contributions further
cemented his importance during this deep
playoffrun.

Mateo Silvetti, aged 19, made a significant
impact by assisting Messi's opener and
adding a goal of his own to make it 2-0.
Silvetti finished off a well-worked move
that began with a right-side throw-in and a
clever exchange with Messi. His
performance reinforced the value of
Miami's youthful frontline, which
flourished in the absence of Luis Surez,
who was available after suspension but did
not start.Miami's tactical approach under
Mascherano has produced high-scoring,

disciplined playoff performances. The

decision to keep Surez on the bench allowed
the younger attackers to continue their
effective pressing and quick attacking
transitions. Miami's system proved too
difficult for Cincinnati to contain, leading to
the win.Looking ahead, Miami will face the
winner of Philadelphia versus NYCFC in the

Eastern Conference final, aiming to extend

their best-ever MLS Cup Playoffrun.

IND vs SA: Anil Kumble
explains why Sanju
Samson deserved chance
in India's ODI squad

GUWAHATI. (Agency)
Former India cricketer Anil Kumble has
expressed disappointment at Sanju Samson’s
absence from India’s ODI squad for the three-
match series against South Africa, beginning
on 30 November. Speaking on Day 3 of the
second Test in Guwahati, Kumble suggested
the selectors may have misjudged the
wicketkeeper batter’s recent form when
choosing the squad.The Board of Control for
Cricket in India has opted to bring back
Rishabh Pant for the ODI leg of the tour. Pant
last played an ODI in August 2024 against Sri
Lanka in Colombo and now returns as India
continues to rework its white-ball
combinations.Kumble said Samson was one of
the names he had expected to see in the squad.
Reflecting on Samson’s ODI record, he said:
“One name that I would have wanted to see was
Sanju Samson as well, because I think the last
ODI that he played a couple of years ago, |
know he was not a part of the Australia ODI
squad, but Sanju got a hundred.”Samson’s
most recent ODI appearance came in
December 2023 in Paarl, where he scored a
composed 108 off 114 balls while batting at
number three. Across 16 ODIs, he has
accumulated three fifties and a century and has

178,

often been praised for his calm approach in the
middle overs.However, his recent form in
T20Is may have been a factor in his omission.
Since the retirement of Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli from T20Is, Samson has enjoyed a
productive run at the top alongside Abhishek
Sharma. With Shubman Gill taking over as
vice-captain, Samson was moved to the middle
order, where his returns have dipped.Kumble
suggested that the selectors may have blurred
the lines between formats. He said, “So I think
when you play these three different formats or
two formats, you tend to mix up the form and
everything else. So that is something that I
think one needs to keep in mind when you are
picking squads.”He indicated that judging
Samson’s ODI prospects based on his T20 form
could amount to an error in evaluation.

South Africa 1-0 India Why a draw
is likely in Guwahati Test

SEVILLE. (Agency)

At different points of the last two days in

Guwahati, the second Test between India
and South Africa looked like a contest
swinging between two extremes. First,
India had the visitors on the ropes at 247 for
6. Then, suddenly, the game slipped away,
not through top-order domination, but
through defiance from the tail.In a matter of
hours, South Africa did not just recover.
They built a mountain.The damage was
caused largely by Senuran Muthusamy and
Marco Jansen. Muthusamy's maiden Test
century and Jansen's fighting 93 turned a
vulnerable position into a formidable 489.
From a potential 350 to 375, South Africa
pushed India into a space where the match
no longer feels winnable through normal
means. It now feels like a survival exercise
rather than a shootout.

IT'SDO OR DIE

It is not impossible for India to still force a

result. On a surface built for batting, a long
first-innings effort, a quick South African
collapse, and a final-day chase do exist as
theoretical outcomes.In reality, however,
those scenarios sit well beyond probability.

While Test cricket has a habit of surprising,

the conditions in Guwahati and the time
already lost heavily restrict India's options.
On a pitch that has offered very little to
bowlers, the most realistic result is a draw.
The only alternative is a surprise South

deteriorates.Even on a wicket Kuldeep
Yadav described as "like a road," India's
route to victory is layered with
complications. To force a result, the hosts
must first bat long enough to wipe out the
massive deficit. They must then bowl South
Africa out quickly, and finally chase or
defend a target in a shrinking time window.
This is not only about skill. It is about
precision, timing and flawless execution

across every session.
African win, if the surface unexpectedly India's batters now find themselves in a

unique situation where time at the crease
may matter more than runs. To even keep
the series-levelling dream alive, they must
bat deep into Day 4 and possibly part of Day
5, before thinking about pushing for a result.
Anything less, and overs will disappear
faster than wickets.

RACEAGAINSTTIME

Overs are already vanishing from the match.
With delays and slow over rates, an average

of 10 to 11 overs has been lost per day in
Guwahati. Across a five-day Test, that
works out to roughly 50 to 55 overs gone,
nearly two full sessions erased. By
realistic calculation, the equivalent of two
days and two sessions from the match have
already drifted away.Arguably, yes. Their
lower order may not have secured a win,
but they have almost certainly ruled out a
defeat. With such a huge total on the board
and time draining fast, the Proteas have
removed the immediate threat of collapse.
At worst, they are chasing a draw. At best,
they might yet force a victory if India
stumble.For India, the implications stretch
beyond this series. A home Test series defeat
would complicate their World Test
Championship calculations significantly.
These are the conditions in which the hosts
are expected to collect points. Falling short
here means India must make up lost ground
againstequally.
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'I L Ranveer Singh Reveals His Romance

With Deepika Padukone ‘Blossomed’ In
Udaipur: ‘Very Lucky For Love Stories’

anveer Singh and Deepika Padukone are
undeniably one of Bollywood’s most loved
couples. Their love story began during the
shoot of Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s film ‘Golivon Ki
Raasleela Ram Leela’ in 2012. Ranveer is currently
in Udaipur, where he performed at Netra Mantena
and Vamsi Gadiraju’s sangeet ceremony. A recent
video shows the actor calling Udaipur a ‘lucky
charm’ for love stories, and revealing that his
romance with Deepika also began here, while they
were shooting for Ram Leela.
Ranveer Singh Opens Up On His Love Story With
Deepika Padukone
~ Avideo from the sangeet ceremony that is going viral
¢ L on social media shows Ranveer Singh on stage,
addressing the couple and the guests. e called
Udaipur a ‘special place’ and went on to reveal how
his own love story with Deepika Padukone
blossomed here. “I want to tell you, Udaipur is like a
lucky charm for love stories. I shot a movie here,
called Ram-Leela. It was back in the day, and I was
starring opposite your Bhabhi. And it was on the long
Udaipur schedule of Ram Leela that our love story
blossomed. Since then it has been 13 vyears of
togetherness, seven years of marriage, and one
beautiful baby girl. Soyou see? Udaipur is very, very
lucky for love stories," he said. Check out the video
below!
Ranveer Singh and Deepila Padukone tied the knot on

Demands Equal Penalty For Online
Abuse And Street Eve-Teasing, Says \g« ~
Stop Commenting On Women™ 0

uma Qureshi is eaming widespread acclaim for her back-to-back OTT
performances in Delhi Crime Season 3 and Maharani Season 4. In a recent
conversation on The Male Feminist, the actor opened up about the sexism she
faces online, the policing of women’s bodies, and why cyber harassment should
carry the same punishment as physical eve-teasing on the streets.
What ITuma Said About Online Harassment

Speaking candidly, Huma revealed the kind of comments ". e d 14 November 2018 at Lake Como in Ifaly. They
she regularly receives on social media.“There are welcomed their first child, daughter Dua Padukone
T . . i Singh, in September last year.
comments like ‘post a picture in a bikini,” and T am r-

Ram Leela Completes 12 Years

Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s film ‘Goliyon Ki Raasleela
Ram Leela’ was released in theatres on November
15, 2013. The film recently completed 12 years, and
screenwriters Siddharth-Garima shared several
unseen behind-the-scenes photos from the sets of the
film. Fans were delighted to see some lovely candid
pictures of Deepika and Ranveer, along with director
Sanjay Leela Bhansali and other team
members.Goliyon Ki Raasleela Ram Leela starred
Deepika Padukone and Ranveer Singh in the lead
roles, with Privanka Chopra’s special appearance in
the song ‘Ram Chahe Leela’.

Aishwarya Rai Surprises Abby V At
His Concert, Singer Says He Can

like, *kar kyarahehoboss?’ Itis very disgusting, and -
it is quite sad," she said.She argued that online

abuse should be taken just as seriously as ‘
harassment in public spaces.“Mere hisaab se

toh jaise aap ladki ko physically va kahin

sadak pe chalte hue tease karne ki
punishment milti hai, online ki bhi same

punishment honi chahive. There is no

(\ o difference.” »
— (“ © ‘Please tippani dena band kar dijiye’
L- Huma added that men often believe :

“ virtual misconduct is harmless, but
it carries the same violation of
~,\ \“ dignity.“You are slipping into
" my DMs and sending me dirty
pictures or writing dirty
comments on my post, toh aapko bhi wahi saza milni
chahiye jo kisi ko badtameezi on the road pe milti hai."She
urged people to stop policing women for every aspect of
their lives.
“Main sirf ek basic common sense ki baat bolna chahti hoon
kiladkiyon ko unke kapdon ke baare mein, unke make-up
ke baare mein, woh kaise life jeeti hain, kya kaam karti
ham, kiine baje ghar wapas aafi hain, unka wazan kya
hai... unke baare mein please tippani dena band kar dijive.”
Huma’s Recent Work
Huma first broke out with Anurag Kashyap’s Gangs of
Wasseypur Part 2 in 2012 and has since carved a niche with
powerful, layered characters. She recently headlined
Maharani 4, played a cop in Bayan — which premiered at the
Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) — and also
appeared in Jolly LLB 3.

Avneet Kaur

Serves Sexy Sunlit Look In Brown Lace Co-ord Set

A vneet Kaur, who continues to cement her place as one of Gen-Z’s most reliable fashion

Actor Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, whe was

recently in Puttaparthi for the centenary

celebrations of Sri Sathya Sai Baba, made
a surprise appearance at singer-composer Abby
V’s concert. The Canadian-Tamil musician
shared new pictures with the actor on his
Instagram, calling the moment a career
milestone he would “happily retire" after.

Aishwarya, dressed in a rich golden ensemble
with intricate embroidery and a soft, luminous
shimmer, is seen smiling beside the singer in the
photos. Her presence at the concert clearly left
Abby overwhelmed.

“So yeah Aishwarya Rai came to my concert and
said the kindest things about my music. We
bonded over our South Indian roots and my new
Tulu song from Kantara. That’s it. I can retire
now. Good night," Abby wrote in his caption,
capturing both the surreal joy and humour of the
moment.

Who Is Abby V? A Voice Rooted in Devotion
and Classical Excellence

Abby V, born Abhishek Venkatachalam, is an

award-winning singer, composer and producer

known for blending classical Indian forms with
contemporary soundscapes. His devotional and
spiritual repertoire has earned him global
acclaim, and he recently lent his voice to

trendsetters, has once again stepped out in a look that feels fresh, sunlit, and straight off an
editorial mood board. The actor-influencer turns a simple indoor setting into a warm, fashion-
forward frame in her latest pictures.In the new photos, Avneet is seen wearing a ribbed brown co-otd set ,
that strikes the perfect balance between cute, cosy, and chic. The fitted tank top features delicate cream /(
lace along the straps and hem, while the matching shorts echo the same feminine detailing. The softlace
trims add romance to the look, and the subtle text printed across the top introduces a playtul street-style
vibe without taking away fromthe elegance.
Her hair, styled in long, soft waves with a centre part, flows seamlessly down her back and catches the

sunlight beautifully, creating dimension and warmth. Avineet’s makeup stays true to her signature soft- | “Brahmakalasha" from Kantara Chapter 1,
glam aesthetic — clean, dewy skin, lightly defu_led eyes, ﬂutterﬁl’llzs};?t,iz;gdlz g;&(ﬁyg’tﬁiﬁ; lig tl’éz;tig?s ‘ J Zlirgﬁz gffrggﬂgtlsg};llfh%cﬁlli 2?0211;515 Oslilga?fs‘ g;i ?ost
- 7 rctace sad v sinels uce S Al Mosege e M Moo Sk
What brings the photos alive is Avneet’s Before attending Abby’s concert, Aishwarya was

| elforless posig. In one fume, she Rl vt oy cononsbonourng S

glances over her shoulder with a soft

intensity; in another, she stands poised v& of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Sachin
> x

d elowing in natural licht: and in th i Tendulkar, and several prominent dignitaries.In
and glowing 1n natural Lght, and in the her address, Aishwaryasaid, “I extend a heartfelt
final shot, she stretches back in a = ‘ —_ | thank you to our honourable Prime Minister
dramatic, editorial posture that -~ h Narendra Modi ji for being here with us today
showcases both the outfit’s fit and her and for honouring this special occasion. I am
expressive presence. Each pose feels looking forward to listening to your wise words,
confident and camera-ready, making impactful and inspiring as always, to enthral us
the series look like curated frames today.”
from a fashion magazine. Aishwarya’s Current Work Front
Avneet Kaur began her journey in showbiz as a tiny powerhouse on Dance India Dance 1i'1 Masters in Aishwarya Rai Bachchan was last seen in Mani
2010, later joining Dance Ke Superstars. By 2012, she had smoothly transitioned into acting with Meri Ratnam’s Ponniyin Selvan II, the concluding
Maa, followed by Tedhe Hain Par Tere Mere Hain and a memorable stint on Thalak Dikhhla Jaa, where chapter of the acclaimed historical epic. The film
she became the youngest contestant ever.Her acting graph only climbed higher with roles in Savitri — Bk featured an ensemble of celebrated actors
Prem Kahani, Ek Mutthi Aasmaan, and Hamari Sister Didi, before making her film debut in Pradee including Vikram, Karthi, Trisha, Jayaram,
Sarkar’s Mardaani (2014). Over the years, Avneet impressed in Chandra Nandini and as the fierc Prabhu, Sarathkumar, Sobhita Dhulipala,
Yasmine in Aladdin — Naam Toh Suna Hoga.On the big screen, she’s been seen in Chidiakhana, Tik Aishwarya Lekshmi and others. The actor has
Weds Sheru, Luv Ki Arrange Marriage, and the murder mystery Party Till I Die. Most recently, sh ?Ot _off1cf1a11y annolunced fllen mext prctg %Ct’
statred in Love in Vietham, India and Vietham's first co-production, alongside Shantanu Maheshw CAYINE: Al 1? BEELY @walling. news (of, fer
and KhaNgan, upcoming work.
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