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Adding life to years,
not just years to life

Life expectancy has been increasing globally over
the last century due to a combination of
improved social conditions and rapid scientific
advances. The former improved sanitation,
nutrition, education, and economic security,
while providing safer dwellings, transport and
lowering crime. The latter provided a deeper
understanding of the human body’s structure
and functions, identified causal agents and
mechanistic pathways of disease, and
accelerated the development of medical

The Russia hand

THE GREAT GAME: India’s message of multipolarity — or non-alignment — was clear to see during Putin’s visit

WHEN all the dust is settled and the conches blown and the

embraces imprinted on the timeframe of history, one little
exchange will symbolise the just-concluded summit
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian
President Vladimir Putin — a photo that shows the PM
gifting a copy of the Bhagavad Gita, in Russian, to the
President.So what, you may ask, dear Reader. But look
closer. The Russian smiles, half-quizzically, as he
receives the book. The PM’s glance is more patient and
comes with several embedded messages — the age-old
civilisational teachings of the Gita; the message from the

to stand up to powerful opponents, as long as you have
the strength to do so.Modi knows that big powers — the
Chinese, the Americans and the Russians — have this
uncanny ability to shed the high moral ground when they
want their way. He realises that for India to take a leaf out
of'their book, it must build its economic strength. How to
do that when the rupee is falling against the dollar and has
lost half'its value in the last 15 years, a large part of which
period Modi has been in power?

The problem is that Delhi is significantly dependent on the

European Union who are showing up as chief guests for
India’s Republic Day ceremonies next month, that India
won’t succumb to a Russian alliance even if it desperately
needs Moscow’s 0il.So there’s no Hindi-Russi bhai-bhai
sloganeering — that sounds too much like the bad or good,
old days, depending on what side you’re on. Instead,
there’s lots of rhetoric about a strategic revamp, just not at
the cost of any other relationship.Clearly, Putin
understands Modi’s America problem. He knows India
needs a trade deal with the US. If Delhi can allay US
anxiety over its relationship with Russia, it might even be

technologies like vaccines, drugs, and devices.
The spurt in knowledge creation and translation
greatly amplified our ability to protect ourselves
against a variety of disorders through
prevention or cure.While increased life
expectancy (LE) has been a cause for
celebration, preoccupation with lengthening
human life has made us less attentive to the
quality of life, functionality, and wellbeing
across the life course. The gap between LE and
healthy life expectancy (HLE) has been around
10 years in India over the past three decades. A
similar pattern is seen in many other countries.
Sadly, the gap between LE and HLE is wider
among women than men. Women’s biological
advantage of longer LE is dissipated by adverse
social conditions and neglect by the health
system.Lack of attention to quality of life,
encompassing functionality and wellbeing, has
been due to difficulty in arriving at globally
acceptable definitions and finding widely-
accepted quantifiable measures. Economists
and social scientists to public health researchers
and policymakers have been challenged by

Kurukshetra battlefield about fighting a just war; the

implied comment on Putin’s own three-
year-old escapade in Ukraine; and the
message to all the Western world
curiously watching India’s red-carpet
welcome to a man who continues to be
severely sanctioned by them, that India
remains on the side of peace, a “not
neutral” party in the Ukraine conflict.
After along time, this week it seemed as if
India had come into its own. In the wake
of the Trump battering that India has
received these last few months (over
trade, the US President’s insistence that
he brokered the end of Op Sindoor, and
Field Marshal Asim Munir’s red-carpet
welcome at the White House), Modi
must have decided that enough was
enough and that it was time to show
some spine.The invitation to Putin was
overdue — the Russian last came four
years ago. Modi decided to throw him a
warm welcome not just because Trump
is romancing Asim Munir, or because
the India-US trade deal is experiencing

US market, which is why it needs a sympathetic trade

able to tempt Trump to come to India sometime next year.

Especially if a US-Russia deal over
Ukraine can, in the meantime, be sealed.
Even if Trump has committed to going to
Chinanext April.

In this brave, new mixed-up world in which
big powers carry large imprints, smaller
powers like India must learn to negotiate,
sidestep, circumvent and broker. It’s what
India has done since the early, tough days
after Independence, when it refused to

‘ succumb to the false gods that tempted

“ Delhi with one alliance.

This ability to play all sides — not just one,
namely the US, which Delhi had set its
heart on in the past few years — works for
India not just because it is a smaller power,
but an ancient one. It has the ability to
preach the high moral ground but practise
saam, daam, dand, bhed, a daily statecraft
that combines persuasion with bribery,
punishment with division.Modi
understands that for India to be counted, it
must demonstrate economic strength. That
it must take to heart the old comrade, Deng

disagreements in defining and measuring the
‘soft’ attributes of health. They are far more
comfortable with measuring death as an easily
identifiable end point and estimating the years
oflife saved by an intervention.

It is often said that ‘what gets measured gets
done’. What is left unsaid is that ‘what is easy to
measure gets measured often’. That metric then
gets embedded in policy for determining
resource allocation for health programmes and
becomes the acid test for their monitoring and
evaluation. The cycle perpetuates itself in health
policies, with ‘how many lives will be saved’
being the only question asked, while the
question ‘how many lives will be improved’ by
an intervention seldom guides resource
allocation.Attempts have been made to
incorporate preserved quality of a healthy life,
or its converse—‘disability’ associated with
disease or injury—into health metrics.
Disability-adjusted life years (DALY) is a
summative measure of the years of life lost due
to premature mortality from a health disorder, as
compared to the life expectancy of a ‘standard’
population, and years lived with disability
caused by that disorder.To ensure comparability
across health conditions, the degree of disability
is graded for each condition. Weights attached
for grading the severity of disability are
generated from expert assignments and opinion
surveys conducted in a general population.
Views of persons with lived experience of the
specific disorder were not ascertained because
of an apprehension of biased estimates. As one
critic of this method commented, “Imagine only
men grading the severity of labour
pain!”Quality-adjusted life year is another
measure. It estimates the number of life years
affected by disease or injury related decrement
in the desired quality of life (QOL). A number of
research instruments emerged for measuring
such perceived reduction in quality. They have
not always been reproducible across
populations.

The Congress in Kerala has finally expelled its disgraced

What should have guided the Congress leadership is not

a prolonged agri-hiccup, or because India’s energy
import bill is $55 billion out of the $64 billion India-
Russia bilateral trade — but because of the fundamental
lesson in geopolitics. There are no permanent friends or
enemies, only permanent interests.

There can be no better example than the Ukraine crisis. The

US is sanctioning Putin’s Russia — including four
Russian companies which supply energy to India — but
Trump as well as his aides have repeatedly met Putin to
try and resolve the conflict. The Russian President,
meanwhile, has stuck to his guns; he has spent the last
three years fighting not just the Ukrainians — but also the
Europeans and the Americans who have funded the
Ukrainians — for the right to occupy Russian-speaking
territories, such as the Donbas, in Ukraine.

That is the second lesson in geopolitics — that it is possible

deal; on the Chinese market, which sells quality goods
for less money than any other country in the world, which
is why the $100 billion bilateral trade is hugely in China’s
favour; and on the Russian market, on which India
depends hugely to supply cheap energy, which is what
keeps the wheels of India’s economy functioning far
more smoothly than if it had to buy oil at international
rates. Why not, then, talk to all sides and build meaningful
relations with each. Multipolarity. Non-alignment. Call it
what you will.That’s why Modi broke protocol to receive
Putin in the evening cold when Putin’s plane landed at
Delhi’s Palam airport on Thursday. The two leaders
together watched Indian dancers welcome the Russian
President and drove home for dinner. Significantly, no
agreements have been signed between the two sides, only
memoranda of understanding— a good signal to nervous
Western democracies, especially those from the

Congress failed to foresee Mamkootathil reckoning

Xiaoping’s fully capitalist slogan, and make it a central
tenet of its own mixed economy. That it doesn’t matter
what the colour of the cat is, as long as it catches the
mice.That’s why the Putin visit is important to both Modi
and Putin. It allows the Russian President to tell the world
that despite all the Western sanctions, Russia is not
isolated — Putin needs to thank Modi for that. Equally
important, the India visit allowed Putin to send a message
to his good friend, Chinese President Xi Jinping, that there

are other flowers blooming in Mao’s “let a hundred
flowers bloom” garden — India.That’s why, after a long
time this week it seemed as if India had come into its own.
PM Modi greeted the Russian President with the
familiarity of an old friend, but kept an eye out for the
other friends in the room. The message of multipolarity —
or non-alignment — was clear to see.

The leadership waited for the MLA's suspension until a Thiruvananthapuram court denied him anticipatory bail, noting prima facie evidence of serious offences

MLA, Rahul Mamkootathil—an action taken only after
every other option had collapsed. The young legislator
from Palakkad, now absconding, faces grave
allegations of rape, sexual harassment, and other
serious offences. That the party acted at all may look
stern and decisive, but the truth is uncomfortable: this
decision should have come the moment credible
complaints surfaced, not at the tail end of a crisis.

electoral calculus, but the seriousness of the
accusations and the repeated red flags raised by women
in the party. Instead, the leadership allowed the matter
to fester. By shielding Mamkootathil and allowing him
to operate as usual—even after multiple allegations of
sexual misconduct came to light—the party ended up
signalling that political convenience mattered more
than institutional integrity. That failure has now
compounded the damage, giving rivals the space to craft
narratives during an ongoing local body election season
and possibly affecting the assembly polls due in four

months.

The Congress has only itself to blame. For months,

complaints—some informal, others detailed—were
brushed aside. Even when the party suspended

Mambkootathil in August, it did so reluctantly,
insisting that no further action was possible
without a formal complaint, even as a powerful
faction continued to shield him. The MLA
remained active in party events, and little
changed for him or his patrons.The reluctance
persisted even after the police booked him for
rape and forced abortion. A second woman’s
detailed complaint finally sharpened the internal
demands for expulsion. Yet, the leadership
waited until a Thiruvananthapuram court denied
him anticipatory bail noting prima facie
evidence of serious offences. To project moral
high ground now is, therefore,
unconvincing.The Congress leadership in
Kerala not only mishandled a grave matter of
sexual misconduct, but also allowed political
considerations to eclipse basic responsibility. In doing so,
it has weakened its standing and handed its rivals an
avoidable advantage. The reckoning was inevitable; the
lack of foresight and firmness were not.

IndiGo meltdown has exposed a harsh truth: Passengers
absorb damage while companies walk away

Regulations meant to protect
passengers have instead
become a catalyst for
passenger suffering. But
let’s be clear: The rules are
not the problem. The revised
Flight Duty Time Limitations
(FDTL) were announced well
in advance

Picture a little girl asleep on a luggage trolley, her
teddy tucked under her arm, airport lights too bright
for midnight. Her flight was cancelled without
warning. A few feet away, an elderly couple sits on
a hard floor, exhaustion visible in their posture.
Their medication is in a checked-in suitcase they
can’t retrieve. A young woman stands alone,
shoulders shaking silently, drafting an apology
email to a new employer, she will not make her first
day because the flight she paid for simply

disappeared. These are not scenes from a disaster
movie. This is India’s aviation reality today.IndiGo,
the airline that controls India’s domestic skies, has
left thousands stranded as its network collapses
under new pilot fatigue rules. The irony is painful:
Regulations meant to protect passengers have
instead become a catalyst for passenger
suffering.But let’s be clear: The rules are not the

problem. The revised Flight Duty Time Limitations
(FDTL) were announced well in advance, aimed at
reducing pilot fatigue that can lead to deadly
mistakes. Airlines had more than a year to prepare:
Recruit, rebalance schedules, strengthen
operations.A phased rollout gave Indigo even more
time: First July 2025, then full enforcement from
November 2025. Yet when the day arrived,

IndiGo’s network collapsed. Instead of readiness,
there was chaos. Instead of accountability, there
were excuses. It is not just pilot fatigue but
passenger safety too.And what do passengers
receive?A one-line message: “A refund has been
processed.” Refund? To parents who booked
emergency flights for a medical procedure? To
travelers who paid 300 per cent higher prices for
last-minute alternatives? To a student whose
college admission or visa slot is now gone? A
refund returns only the money you gave. A
cancellation steals the life you planned.The true
cost of a failed flight cannot be measured in
rupees — a job opportunity that won’t come
again, a lost chance at treatment or recovery, or a
family milestone left behind.Passengers are not
containers to be moved around, they are humans
with lives that function on time, commitment, and
care. The Indigo crisis is avoidable corporate
negligence from a company that knows it is too
big to be ignored. India is building world-class
airports, expanding fleets, celebrating aviation
growth. But true progress is measured not by how
many planes take off, but by how airlines treat the
people who board them.IndiGo’s meltdown has
exposed a harsh truth: In our current system,
passengers absorb the damage while companies
walk away.
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MF Equity Investments
Double In November To Rs
43,465 Crore

New Delhi.(Agency)

Mutual funds sharply increased their equity purchases
in November, riding on a steady rise in investor
inflows and improving market sentiment.
According to data sourced from SEBI, MFs invested
anet Rs 43,465 crore in equities last month -- more
than double the Rs 20,718 crore they pumped in
during October.Market data shows that fund houses
were consistent buyers through almost the entire
month, stepping back only on two days when they
pulled out Rs 2,473 crore.The strong and steady
buying interest from mutual funds helped lift overall
market mood and contributed to the rise in
benchmark indices.While equity inflows surged,
mutual funds turned significant sellers in the debt
segment.Net outflows from debt funds shot up to Rs
72,201 crore in November, compared with Rs
12,771 crore in October.The strong domestic
investment trend comes at a time when the industry
has already been witnessing robust participation
from retail investors through systematic investment
plans (SIPs).In October, SIP inflows hit an all-time
high of Rs 29,529 crore, rising from Rs 29,361 crore
in September, as per data from the Association of
Mutual Funds in India (AMFI).Industry experts say
this steady flow of money, especially into SIPs --
reflects disciplined investor behaviour despite short-
term market volatility. They believe such consistent
contributions have helped expand the industry’s
total assets under management and continue to
provide crucial support to equity markets. Analysts
also note that while confidence in equities remains
strong, some investors are gradually diversifying
towards debt-oriented schemes and gold, given the
uncertain global environment.

The trend points to a maturing investor base that
balances long-term wealth-building strategies with
risk management, even as mutual funds continue to
play a key role in supporting the equity market’s
upward momentum.

Deloitte to launch Al
platform 'Tax Pragya’ for
faster client insights

New Delhi.(Agency)

Deloitte will this week launch an Al-powered platform
'"Tax Pragya' to make tax research and insights
accessible to its clients faster, a company official said
on Sunday.Deloitte India Partner Sumit Singhania
said Tax Pragya, which is set to be launched on
December 9, has been built with direct and indirect
tax-related data on over a million court cases and
Deloitte's knowledge solution papers so that access
to the insights is quicker and accurate.

Tax analysts currently have to spend hours doing
research on various court judgments before giving
their feedback to clients. Tax Pragya will convert that
time to just a few minutes and provide solutions from
Deloitte's privately curated database, and not open
source data. "Tax Pragya is an Al-powered tax,
research and insight platform. It is enriched with two
decades of Deloitte tax knowledge, perspective and
jurisprudence. The goal is to move from a
knowledge-intensive platform to an insightful
platform. It's an agentic solution where we amplify
the research, make it more meaningful, which can be
readily used," Singhania told PTT.

Singhania said TaxPragya will offer almost real-time
data on the announcements made in the Budget and
make available the changes in the income tax law
before it is implemented from April 1.Tax Pragya
will be a B2B subscription-based platform, which
will not replace the tax consultants, but only ease the
process of tax research by making it faster, he
added."The vision that we have is, in the next 12-18
months, Tax Pragya should develop in a way that it
can write some legal or tax opinions. It should give a
predictive analysis of a tax notice, whether a taxpayer
should litigate a notice or not.

Ceat aims to boost global
presence, developing tyres
for different markets

New Delhi.(Agency)

Tyre maker Ceat is developing tyres for various global
markets as it aims to expand its exports to regions like
Europe and US with plans to establish itself as a
global brand, according to RPG Group Vice
Chairman Anant Goenka.The RPG Group firm
garners around 20 per cent of its revenues from
exports and expects the contribution to grow over the
next few years."We are focusing a lot on international
growth -- in the US, growth in the EU. Our goal is to
become a global brand. We often say that industry in
India can do more to develop and invest more in
brands, invest in global growth and so on. So that's
one area of focus for us," Goenka told PTI during an
interaction.He noted that the company is focussing on
developing tyres on specific requirements of a region.

"What is the customer need in Italy, what is the
customer need in Spain, we are developing an entire
range of tyres for that specific market. It could be for
the wine growing region, it could be for certain
weather conditions in those countries," Goenka, who
recently took over as FICCI President, stated.The
company is testing tyres in the Nordic region, in
Germany, in different areas, Goenka said.

"We make tyres for specific road conditions. So in the
Middle East, the cars go on straight roads. In Europe,
there are curved roads. In the US, they have straight
roads. The weather conditions are also different, so
you have to develop tyres keeping all this in mind," he
said.Goenka said the tyre maker remains very
optimistic about growth prospects going ahead.

"We are finding ourselves short on capacity. We sell
about 60 per cent in the replacement market, 20 per
cent internationally, and 20-25 per cent to OEMs. So
to that extent, all sectors are looking fairly positive,"
he noted.On the overall domestic tyre segment,
Goenka said overall the future looks fairly positive.

"Raw material prices have been largely flat. Rubber is
atabout Rs 185 per kg today.

Is IndiGo too big to fail And what about lack of
pilots leading to the flight chaos theory

e Sessssssss—"
Was it that the scale that once

gave IndiGo a competitive

edoe had suddenly become @

liahility Or were there other

reasons that triggered the

crisis and saw it spiral

L
New Delhi.(Agency)

Is IndiGo too big to fail? Are they guilty of
holding the country to ransom?

These are questions that must be asked after

the airline's breathtaking ascent and the
chaos that its extraordinary domination of
the aviation sector has unleashed over the
past few days. On Friday afternoon, even
the government body was forced to yield
to the giant of our skies and roll back rules
for added safety temporarily.After its
launch in 2006, IndiGo mushroomed into
India's largest airline by pursuing a
disciplined low-cost model, high aircraft

utilisation, and rapid fleet expansion.
Today, IndiGo operates around 2,300
flights every day to 137 destinations,
including 94 domestic and 43
international cities, supported by a fleet
of 418 aircraft. With an almost 65% share
of India's domestic market, it is not just a
major airline—it is the backbone of
Indian air travel.In comparison, Air India
operates barely 150 domestic flights
daily, and the entire Air India Group,
including international operations,
manages between 500 and 600 flights a
day. IndiGo's scale is unmatched, and its
reliability has shaped travel patterns,
ticket pricing, and passenger expectations
across the country.This is precisely why
the events of early December 2025 came
as such a shock.The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) had fully
enforced the revised Flight Duty Time
Limitations rules on November 1. But on
December 2, IndiGo began claiming that
they were unable to adapt their rosters
quickly enough. The disruption was
immediate and severe: more than 1,500
IndiGo flights were cancelled over the
next three days.Friday alone saw 1,000

flight cancellations and on-time

Rs 1 lakh mark!

performance of Indigo plummeted to 18%  The rule that ended up being blamed
with all 235 flights from Delhi being To understand the depth of the crisis, one

cancelled. This was
unprecedented.Saturday too has not been
immune to the chaos, with 800 IndiGo
flights being cancelled.Passengers were
stranded, queues stretched across
terminals, and the country witnessed how
vulnerable its aviation network becomes
when its largest airline stumbles. Airfares
skyrocketed as much as tenfold on certain
routes. Flight booking platforms even
listed one-stop air tickets priced above the

must examine the Flight Duty Time
Limitations rules
themselves.Updated by DGCA in
January 2024, based on
International Civil Aviation
Organisation recommendations,
court directives, and fatigue-related
safety investigations, the Phase II
norms that came into force on
November 1, 2025 significantly
tightened rest and duty
requirements. Weekly rest was
raised from 36 to 48 continuous
hours; night duty was redefined to
the longer 00:00 to 06:00 window;
permissible night landings per pilot were
reduced from six to two; and no pilot
could operate more than two consecutive
nights.Airlines were also mandated t
submit quarterly fatigue reports,
reinforcing the fact that fatigue is a proven
threat to flight safety worldwide. These
rules were designed to bring India in line
with global safety standards and to protect
both crew and passengers.

Global Events, Inflation Data, FIl Trends Likely
To Drive Indian Markets Next Week

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Indian stock market is set for a key

week ahead, with investors closely
watching a mix of domestic and global
factors that could shape market
sentiment.  Inflation data, foreign
investor activity, crucial policy
meetings in the US, and India’s
ongoing trade negotiations with major
global partners are expected to play a
central role in determining market
direction.Additionally, fresh
developments in India—Russia
relations and movement in key
economic indicators such as loan
growth and forex reserves are likely to
keep traders on alert.Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s visit to India resulted
in 16 new agreements between the two
countries, covering defence, trade, the
economy, healthcare, education,
culture, and media.Putin assured that
Russia is ready to provide India with a
stable and uninterrupted supply of fuel.

His statement comes at a time when
India is also negotiating a trade deal
with the United States, which has urged

New Delhi to reduce its purchases of
Russian oil.Talks on an India-US trade
agreement are also expected to
intensify next week, with a delegation
led by Deputy US Trade
Representative Rick Switzer set to
arrive in New Delhi.Both sides are
working on a multi-phase deal, with the
first phase aiming to roll back
retaliatory tariffs that were imposed

after the Trump administration raised

duties on Indian goods.In the

upcoming week, traders and investors
will be closely watching India’s
inflation data, which will be released
on December 12.

This comes after the country recorded
a record-low CPI inflation of 0.25
per cent in October. Markets will
also monitor data on loan growth,
deposit growth, and foreign
exchange reserves to assess the
overall economic outlook.

Meanwhile, the Indian stock market
ended higher on Friday, as investor

sentiment improved after the Reserve
Bank of India reduced the repo rate by
24 basis points and announced fresh
liquidity support worth Rs 1.45 lakh
crore through bond purchases and
dollar—rupee swaps.The RBI’s move
signalled a strong push to support
economic growth and ease financial
conditions.

FPIs withdraw Rs 11,820 cr in first week of
December; outflow reaches Rs 1.55 lakh cr in 2025

Sharp withdrawal follows a net ouiflow of Rs 3,765 crore in November, further pressuring markets.

Analysts attribute the renewed selling primarily to currency concerns.

New Delhi.(Agenc

Foreign investors have pulled out Rs
11,820 crore (USD 1.3 billion) from
Indian equities in the first week of this
month, primarily driven by the sharp
depreciation of the rupee.This sharp
withdrawal follows a net outflow of Rs
3,765 crore in November, further
pressuring markets.These outflows
come after a brief pause in October,
when FPIs invested Rs 14,610 crore,
breaking a three-month streak of
massive withdrawals -- Rs 23,885 crore
in September, Rs 34,990 crore in
August, and Rs 17,700 crore in July.

According to NSDL data, foreign

portfolio investors (FPIs) withdrew a
net amount of Rs 11,820 crore from
Indian equities in the first week of this
month. This takes the total outflow for
2025 to Rs 1.55 lakh crore (USD 17.7
billion).Analysts attribute the renewed
selling primarily to currency concerns.

The rupee has depreciated nearly 5 per

cent this year, prompting FPIs to pull

out during such periods, said VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist at Geojit
Investments.Adding to this, year-end
portfolio repositioning by global
investors, a typical December trend
before the holiday season, has also
intensified selling, noted Vaqarjaved
Khan, Senior Fundamental Analyst at
Angel One.Khan said delays in
finalising the India-US trade deal have
further dampened global
sentiment.However, despite the FPI
exodus, the impact on markets has been
cushioned by strong domestic
participation.Domestic Institutional
Investors (DIIs) bought equities worth
Rs 19,783 crore during the same period,
completely offsetting the foreign
selloff, Vijayakumar said.DII
confidence has been supported by
India's robust GDP numbers and
expectations of an improvement in
corporate earnings ahead.The
sentiment received an additional boost

after the RBI's 25-bps rate cut on
December 5, when FPI flows turned
positive for the day at Rs 642 crore.

This shift was significant, considering
FPIs had sold nearly Rs 13,000 crore by
December4."The RBInot only reduced
rates but also raised its FY26 growth
guidance to 7.3 per cent, while cutting
its CPI forecast to 2 per cent. A strong
growth environment augurs well for
Indian equities," Khan said.Looking
ahead, global liquidity may get another
lift. The CME Fed Watch Tool indicates
that the FOMC is expected to cut rates
by 25 bps next week, a move that
typically benefits risk assets
worldwide, he said.India, he said, could
be a key beneficiary, though the
absence of a concluded India-US trade
deal remains a risk factor.Meanwhile,
in the debt market, FPIs invested Rs
250 crore under the general limit while
withdrawing Rs 69 crore through the
voluntary retention route during the
same period.

Order book Rs 90,000 cr and
multibagger returns, RVNL has
bagged more orders

MUMBALI. (Agency)

Kolkata: Not many companies in India can boast of
an order book size of Rs 90,000 crore and rising.
PSU company Rail Vikas Nigam Limited, or
RVNL is one of them. Over and above this
mammoth order book, RVNL has won a has
received a large order from Southern Railway.
This will further strengthen the company's order
book and contribute to its rapid growth. Let's
have a look at the details of the project RVNL
won.

Project details

RVNL management communicated to the stock
exchanges that it has won a contract from
Southern Railway that is worth about Rs 145.35
crore. It will help Spouthern Railway to achieve
he Mission 3000 MT loading target. The project
has entrusted RVNL to design, supply,
installation, testing and commissioning of
traction substations. It includes power quality
compensation equipment, switching posts, 2x25
kV AT feeding system and automatic fault
locator. The project has to be completed in 540
days and the location of the project is Jolarpettai
Junction to Salem Junction (JTJ-SA) section of
Andhrap Radesh.

RVNL sshares and returns

Around 12:30 pm on Friday, Dec 5, the Rail Vikas
Nigam Ltd stock was trading at Rs 309.30, down
Rs 3.10 or 0.99%. Its shares have fallen about
28% in six months. However, it has performed
better in the long term. It has delivered multi-
bagger returns of 311% in three years and
1,186% in five years. The Centre's stake in the
company is 72.84% (Sept 2025) and LIC's stake
is 6.12%.

RVNL's net sales fell 4% to reach Rs 3,909 crore in
QIFY26, while its PAT declined 40% to touch Rs
134 crore. In F25, net sales fell 9% to Rs 19,923
crore but PAT surged 19% to reach Rs 1,282
crore. RVNL's market cap is about Rs 64,990
crore.

RVNL order book status

RVNL was set up by the Government of India in
2003 with a view to improving railway
infrastructure. Over the past five years, the
company has achieved impressive profit growth
of 21% CAGR. It also recorded a dividend
payout of 33.4%. By September 2025, the
company's order book swelled to Rs 90,000 crore
that comprises work for the Railways, metro and
a few overseas projects. Therefore, one should
keep RVNL stock under watch.

Why young, wealthy Indians are
___skipping the West for Dubai

Why is Dubai now
outperforming the West in
attracting young Indian
investors and professionals?

Have a look.

—
New Delhi.(Agency)

Dubai’s real estate market has seen many

waves of international buyers, but the
newest and most dynamic group is
arriving far earlier in life: affluent Gen Z
Indians, many in their mid-20s to early
30s, are emerging as one of the fastest-
rising buyer groups in the emirate’s
property market.Armed with global
incomes, digital awareness, and a strong
appetite for cross-border assets, this

A GLOBAL ASSET THAT BUILDS

For today’s young high-earning

freelancers, and digital nomads,” says
Alok Priyadarshi, Founder of Homely

class that anchors their financial identity
early in their careers”.

Yours. Long-term visas, simplified TAX EFFICIENCY: A GAME-

business pathways and an investor-
friendly regulatory environment have

CHANGER FOR FIRST-TIME
BUYERS

removed much of the uncertainty that Dubai’s tax regime is among its strongest

previously kept young buyers on the
sidelines.

IDENTITY,NOT JUSTWEALTH

professionals, especially those
working in tech, finance, consulting
and global roles — Dubai represents
something more than a safe
investment. It has become their
gateway to international
legitimacy.Priyadarshi explains that
for many Gen Z Indians, a 1-2- |
bedroom apartment priced between

first major wealth-building move.

generation is treating Dubai real estatenot ~ Lhis generation is graviating towards

as a luxury purchase but as a strategic
financial milestone.Dubai’s progressive
residency reforms have unlocked a new
demographic of investors Gen Z
professionals, content creators,

Dubai because it offers global-standard
transparency, predictable returns and a
frictionless ownership ecosystem.”He
notes that young buyers increasingly view
Dubai property as a “strategic global asset

AED 1.5-2 million is becoming their _

attractions. Zero property tax, no capital
gains tax and straightforward regulatory
processes sharply contrast with India’s
multi-layered taxes, stamp duties and
lengthier approvals.“Dubai’s tax
environment fundamentally reshapes the

economics for young buyers.”Priyadarshi
emphasises that escrow norms, RERA-
backed oversight and strict developer
accountability make the ownership
experience far cleaner for first-time global
investors. For Gen Z, who prefer clarity
and speed, this regulatory
predictability is invaluable.

RENTAL YIELDS PULL THEM IN
— LIFESTYLE MAKES THEM
STAY

Young investors often begin their
research with a numbers-first mindset.
“Most Gen Z buyers come in because
of the attractive 6-8% rental yields.
But what converts interest into a
transaction is the lifestyle dimension,”
says Priyadarshi. However, finances
are only part of the picture.

From futuristic infrastructure to
residency opportunities and a
cosmopolitan community, Dubai

aligns closely with Gen Z aspirations.

Many of these young investors have prior

exposure to volatile asset classes like

equities or crypto. Dubai real estate offers
them stability without compromising on
global mobility.
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100 people on dancefloor when flames broke
out: Eyewitness recalls Goa nightclub fire

New Delhi.(Agency)

25 people were killed, 6 others were injured
in a devastating fire at Birch by Romeo
Lane, a popular nightclub in North Goa’s
Arpora on Sunday, officials said.
Preliminary investigations suggest that the
blaze was caused by a gas cylinder blast,
though several eyewitnesses claimed the
fire started on the club's dance floor, where
tourists were celebrating.

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant, who
visited the site after the incident, informed
that most of the victims were kitchen staff,
along with three to four tourists. Later, the
police confirmed that of the 25 fatalities, 14
were staff members, four were tourists and
the identities of seven victims are vet to be
established.

Evewitnesses described the chaos as the fire
erupted. Fatima Shaikh, a tourist from
Hyderabad, told PTI that the nightclub was
packed, with around 100 people on the
dance floor, when flames suddenly broke

out.

“There was a sudden commotion as the
flames started erupting. We rushed out of
the club only to see that the entire structure
was up in flames,” she said.Shaikh added
that in a desperate attempt to escape, some
tourists ran downstairs to the kitchen,
where they became trapped along with staff
members.“Many managed to mn ouat, but
the kitchen area was engulfed quickly,” she
said. The nightclub’s structure, which
included temporary constructions made of
palm leaves, caught fire rapidly, she added.

The nightclub is situated in the backwaters of
the Arporariver and has a narrow entry and
exit. There was no access for the fire
brigades to the club because of the narrow
lanes and their tankers had to be parked
about 400 metres away from the spot.

Residents near the club reported hearing a
loud explosion before seeing ambulances
arrive at the scene."When T was heading
home, T heard an explosion. Later, we saw

ambulances arriving at the spot.
When we reached the location, we
saw that the incident had already @
occurred," the local told ANT.

A security guard at a nearby
restaurant also confirmed hearing
a “massive explosion” and later
leamed that the fire had started
following a cylinder blast.

MAGISTERIAL ENQUIRY
ORDERED

Authorities have launched a
preliminary probe into the
incident, and Chief Minister
Sawant has ordered a magisterial
enquiry to determine the cause of the fire
and fix responsibility. A senior officer from
the Fire and Emergency Services told PTI
that most of the deaths in the Arpora
nightclub fire were caused by suffocation,
as victims became trapped on the ground
floor.

CM Pramod Sawant said the nightclub had

not complied with fire safety norms. He
added that an inquiry would be ordered into
the tragedy and action would be taken
against both the club management and the
authorities that allowed the establishment

to operate.

Roshan Redkar, sarpanch of the Arpora-
Nagoa panchayat, said that the club was ran
by Saurav Luthra, who had an ongoing

dispute with his partner.“There was a
dispute between them, and both had
filed complaints with the panchayat.
During inspection, we found that the
club did not have permission to
operate,” he said.

The panchayat had even issued a
demolition notice, which was later
stayed by the Directorate of
Panchayats. Redkar added that the
original owner had sublet the
premises to Luthra.Commenting on
the incident, he said, “The fire was
unfortunate. We have been issuing
notices to establishments violating

norms. Now, weneed to be more vigilant.”

Calangute MLA Michael Lobo, who also

visited the site, said local panchayats would
conduct a fire safety audit of all nightclubs
to prevent similar incidents. The Calangute
panchayat will issue notices to all clubs on
Monday, requiring them to provide valid
fire safety permissions.

Unified command DUMTA to
take care of Delhi transport;
task force report within three

weeks

New Delhi.(Agency)

Aiming to rationalise traffic movement in the capital
by ending multiplicity of agencies in the transport
sector, the Delhi government has decided to
establish the Delhi Unified Metropolitan Transport
Authority (DUMTA). Once approved, bodies such
as the Delhi Transport Corporation, Public Works
Department, Transport Department, and Delhi
Traffic Police will function under a single umbrella
for their transport-related functions.

The Delhi government has also announced the
creation of a 21-member task force to chalk out a
strategy for the creation of DUMTA. Headed by the
chief secretary, it will design the body’s
framework.Its key responsibilities include drafting a
strategic mobility plan and ensuring effective
coordination among state agencies, with
recormmendations to be submitted to the lieutenant
governor within three weeks. It will also help drafta
DUMTA bill for the Delhi Assembly.According to a
government notification, the additional chief
secretary of the Department of Urban Development
will serve as the member secretary of the task force.
Its members will include the administrative
secretaries of the departments of transport, finance
and planning, and the Public Works Department. The
new body will also accommodate the vice chairman
of the Delhi Development Authority, commissioners
ofthe Delhi Police and the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi, the tourism secretary, the chief executive
officer of the Delhi Jal Board, and representatives
from the National Highways Authority of India and
New Delhi Municipal Council among others.

Dust control steps
intensified with Ring
Road cleaning drive

New Delhi.(Agency)

Chief Mimisier Rekha Gupia led a cleaning and washing
drive on the Ring Road at Khyber Pass Chowk in Civil
Lines, personally participating in sweeping and water-
sprinkling operations on Saturday amid rising
pollution concerns.“This campaign is a significant
step towards making Delhi pollution-free and ensuring
effective dust control. Regular road washing,
mechanical sweeping, and on-ground monitoring
across the city are being undertaken with great speed
and seriousness. For the first time in Delhi’s history, a
washing campaign has been carried out across the
entire Ring Road,” the CM said.

The Chief Minister added that dust is a major confributor
to pollution, and to address this permanently, roads are
being constructed wall-to-wall. She alleged that
previous governments neither took interest in road
construction nor ensured that roads were built wall-to-
wall, resulting in dust being blown across Delln
throughout the year. Her government, she said, has
now ensureda permanent solution.

The Chief Minister further informed that elected
representatives are being allocated adequate budgets
to construct strong and dust-resistant roads. Each
MLA is being allocated Rs 10 crore for such works in
their constituencies, she said.

She added that the Delhi government is also working to
curb the use of coal and wood in the open, alongside
long-term pollution control. For this purpose, the
government has started distributing electric heaters to
security guards and electric irons to people who iron
clothes, helping them shift away from traditional fuels.
She appealed to citizens and companies to contribute
through CSR funds to support these cleaner
alternatives.Sharing details of ongoing pllution-
control efforts, the Chief Minister said the government
is rapidly moving towards fully transitioning public
transport to electric vehicles (Evs).

Ex-1AS officer Pradeep Sharma sentenced
to five years in money laundering case

New Delhi.(Agency)

A special court sentenced retired TAS
officer Pradeep Sharma to five years
in prison on Saturday and imposed a
fine of Rs 50,000 in a money
laundering case linked to the
allotment of government land
at concessional rates between |
2003 and 2006, during his
tenure as Kutch district
collector.Special PMLA Judge |
KM Sojitra convicted Sharma
under Sections 3 and 4 of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) and
directed that the properties
seized by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) during the
investigation remain
confiscated by the Central
government.

In March 2012, the Ahmedabad zonal
office of the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) filed a criminal case against
Sharma and others under the

Prevention of Corruption Act and the
Indian Penal Code (IPC). Sharma
was arrested in July 2016 and later
granted bail in March 2018.
Investigations revealed that Sharma, as
the chairman of the district land

| e

pricing committee, sanctioned a large
parcel of government land to
Welspun India Limited at
concessional rates in violation of
norms.The ED alleged that Sharma

used his wife’s bank account to
launder proceeds of crime received
from Welspun India and its group
companies. These funds were
reportedly used to repay a housing
loan and purchase agricultural land.

The prosecution said that Sharma
received illegal gratification for
granting undue favours to the
company, with Rs 29.5 lakh
credited to his wife’s account,
whois a US resident.

He was also accused of receiving
a mobile SIM card from the
company, which paid Rs 2.24
lakh between 2004 and 2009 as
proceeds of crime.Further,
Sharma’s wife was made a 30%
partner in Value Packaging Pvt
Ltd between 2004 and 2007 to

channel the bribe money, according
to the ED. The agency noted that the
partnership acted as a special purpose
vehicle to route the funds to her NRO
account.

'l literally had a panic attack’: IndiGo
commuters wait for refunds, fare cap

New Delhi.(Agency)
“T am usually a person who can
handle high-pressure situations,

E

but the last 48 hours were like a E

nightmare to me; I literally had a
panic attack," said Aikantik Bag,
who was travelling from
Lucknow to Kolkata on
Wednesday night.

Aikantik is not the only person to
face this uncertainty; hundreds of
other passengers travelling by the
Indigo flights have faced
cancellations over the past week,
some even at the last minute. Many
have still not been able to trace their
check-in luggage, while many await
theirrefunds.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) on Saturday stepped in and
ordered IndiGo Airlines to clear all

VA

, _ .-

pending passenger refunds by 8pm
on Sunday. The directive came witha
stern warning that failure to comply
will result in “immediate regalatory
action”. Additionally, the ministry
has directed the airline to ensure that
all the baggage separated from the
passengers due to cancellations or
delays is traced and delivered to their
residential or chosen address within
the next 48 hours. However, many
passengers have reported issues of no

refund and luggage not reaching
even after all the formalities.

° “Even after submitting my flight

details on the refund portal of
IndiGo, no option of refund is
visible,” says Aikantik. He further
said, “I had completed my check-in
for that flight, and it got cancelled.

Also, the option for a refund shows as

disabled on my end. Two of my
checked-in pieces of luggage are still
untraceable,” he added.

Dt Shaarique, who was supposed to
travel on an IndiGo flight from
Bangalore to Pune on Saturday,
received a message regarding the
cancellation at 1 am on Friday night.
“No refund has been issued yet, but
have received an email saying that it
will be processed in a few days,” he
said.

Village In Bastar, Once A
Maoist Den, Gets Mobile
Network For First Time

New Delhi.(Agency)

In regions of Chhattisgarh's Bastar once marked
by fear and isolation due to Maoist violence, a
visible shift on the ground is now unfolding. In
the village of Kondapalli in Bijapur district, the
arrival of mobile network connectivity for the
first time has not only brought a technological
milestone but has also strengthened the belief
among locals that the decline of Maoism is
finally becoming alived reality.

As soon as signal bars appeared on the villagers'
mobile phones, Adivasi families rushed towards
the newly installed tower. They beat traditional
dhol and mandar drums, elderly villagers
touched the tower reverenfly, and several
wormen lit lamps and offered prayers. The scene
symbolised a transformation that the
community had awaited for decades.

ASymbolic Connection To The OQutside World

Kondapalli, which is located deep within the
forested region along the Telangana-
Chhattisgarh border, has long remained
deprived of basic amenities such as roads,
electricity and drinking water. In such a setting,
the installation of a mobile tower is not merely
an infrastructare upgrade - it is a symbolic
connection of the village to the outside world.

For many years, Kondapalli faced challenges in
accessing communication, transport and public
services. Administrative feams struggled to
reach the area due to difficult terrain and Maoist
obstruction. However, with continuous security
operations, improved administrative outreach
and focused government interventions, the
region is rapidly moving towards development.
For the willagers, the arrival of mobile
connectivity marks not just convenience but the
beginning of anew life.

The "Niyad Nella Naar" initiative, implemented
under the leadership of Chief Minister Vishna
Deo Sai, has played a decisive role in driving
this change. Under the scheme, services are
being delivered to 403 villages around 69 newly
established security and administrative camps.
Nine departments are providing community
services, while 11 departments are extending
individual benefit schemes directly to families.
Key facilities such as banking, education,
healthcare, ration distribution, communication
and drinking water are now reaching remote
areas with greater efficiency.

The communication sector has registered
remarkable growth over the last two years. A
total of 728 new mobile towers have been
installed, including 116 in Left Wing
Extremism-affected areas and 115 in
aspirational districts.

Pak woman seeks PM Modi's help as
husband plans second marriage in Delhi

A Pakistani woman has appealed to PM Modi for justice, alleging that her husband abandoned
her at the Attari border and is preparing for a second marriage in Delhi.

New Delhi.(Agency)

A Pakistani woman has
accused her husband of
abandoning her in Karachi while
secretly planning a second
marriage in Delhi. The woman,
identified as Nikita Nagdev, has
released a heartfelt video appeal
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, calling for justice and
drawing attention from social
and legal groups in both
countries. According to Nikita, a
resident of Karachi, she married
Vikram Nagdev, a man of
Pakistani origin residing in
Indore on along-term visa, on 26
January 2020 in Karachi,

following Hindu customs.

A month later, on 26 February
2020, Vikram brought her to
India. However, within a few
months, Nikita claims her life
took adistressing turn.On 9 July
2020, she alleges that Vikram
abandoned her at the Attari
border under the pretext of a
visa technicality and forcibly
sent her back to Pakistan. Since
then, she says, Vikram has made
no effort to bring her back.“I
kept requesting him to call me

emotional video.

/ from Karachi, she appealed, “If
to India, but he refused every jygtice is not served today,
time,” Nikita said in her ‘women will lose faith in the
: system. Many girls face physical
In the video message recorded and mental abuse in their marital

homes. I urge everyone to stand
withme.”

Nikita reportedly faced
distressing treatment
immediately after her wedding.
Upon returning to her in-laws’
home from Pakistan, she found
that their behaviour had
completely changed.

She later discovered that her
husband was allegedly having an
affair with one of her relatives,

St and when she raised the matter

with her father-in-law, he
reportedly dismissed it, saying
that such behavior was typical
and nothing could be done.She
further alleged that during the

COVID-19 lockdown, Vikram
forced her to return to Pakistan
and has sincerefused to allow her
entry back into India. “Every
woman deserves justice in
India,”™ Nikita
asserted.Distressed by the
prospect of being replaced while
still legally married, she filed a
written complaint on 27 January
2025.The case was taken up by
the Sindhi Panch Mediation and
Legal Counsel Centre,
authorised by the Madhya
Pradesh High Court. Notices
were issued to Vikram and his
alleged fiance, and a hearing was
conducted.
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"European Union Should Be
Abolished": Elon Musk After
$140 Million Fine On X

United States. (Agency)

Elon Musk clapped back Saturday at the European
Union after it hit the tech tycoon's X social media
platform with a major fine, telling his 230 million
online followers that the EU should be "abolished."

Following a high-profile probe seen as a test of EU
resolve to police Big Tech, the social media platform
owned by the world's richest person was slapped with
a fine of 120 million euros ($140 million) on Friday
for breaking the bloc's digital rules.The penalty was
swiftly criticiSed by the US administration of Donald
Trump, who as president aligned with Musk on a
contentious effort to slash the federal workforce and
cut spending, before the two had a falling out.

Musk himself weighed in after the fine was announced,
posting on his X account: "The EU should be
abolished and sovereignty returned to individual
countries, so that governments can better represent
their people."When a user reposted Musk's comment,
heresponded, "I mean it. Notkidding."

"I'love Europe, but not the bureaucratic monster that is
the EU," he added in another post.

The fine against X was the first imposed by the
European Commission under its Digital Services Act
(DSA) on content. The Commission said X was guilty
of breaching the DSA's transparency obligation.The
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War-Torn Chernobyl Nuclear Plant's
Protective Shield Damaged: UN Agency

The UN reported on February 14
that Ukrainian authorities said a
drone with a high explosive
warhead struck the plant, caused
a fire and damaged the protective
cladding around reactor Number
Four

World. (Agency)

A protective shield at the Chornobyl nuclear
plant in war-torn Ukraine, built to contain
radioactive material from the 1986 disaster,
can no longer perform its main safety
function due to drone damage, the UN
nuclear watchdog said on Friday, a strike
Ukraine has attributed to Russia.The
International Atomic Energy Agency said
an inspection last week of the steel
confinement structure completed in 2019
found the drone impact in February, three

years into Russia's conflict in Ukraine, had
degraded the structure.IAEA Director
General Rafael Grossi said in a statement
the inspection "mission confirmed that the
(protective structure) had lost its primary
safety functions, including the
confinement capability, but also found that

there was no permanent damage to its load-
bearing structures or monitoring
systems."Grossi said repairs had already
been carried out "but comprehensive
restoration remains essential to prevent
further degradation and ensure long-term
nuclear safety".The UN reported on

February 14 that Ukrainian authorities
said a drone with a high explosive
warhead struck the plant, caused a fire
and damaged the protective cladding
around reactor Number Four, which was
destroyed in the 1986 disaster.Ukrainian
authorities said the drone was Russian.
Moscow denied it had attacked the
plant.Radiation levels remained normal
and stable and there was no reports of
radiation leaks, the UN said in
February. The 1986 Chornobyl explosion
sent radiation across Europe and
prompted Soviet authorities to mobilise
vast numbers of men and equipment to
deal with the accident. The plant's last
working reactor was closed in
2000.Russia occupied the plant and the
surrounding area for more than a month in
the first weeks of its February 2022
invasion of Ukraine as its forces initially
tried to advance on the Ukrainian capital
Kyiv.The TAEA had conducted the
inspection at the same time as a country-
wide survey of damage to -electricity
substations by the nearly four-year war
between Ukraine and Russia.

violations include the deceptive design of the
platform's "blue checkmark" for supposedly verified
accounts, and its failure to provide access to public
data for researchers, it said.

X had also failed to be sufficiently transparent about its
advertising, the Commission added.

Japan protests after a
Chinese military aircraft
locks its radar on Japanese
jets

Trump Can Use Force ‘As He
Sees Fit’, Hegseth Says On
Alleged Cartel Boat Strikes

world. (Agency)

US Secretary of War Pete Hegseth on Saturday defended
recent military strikes on boats linked to alleged drug
cartels, saying President Donald Trump has the
authority to take action "as he sees fit" to safeguard the
nation.Speaking at the Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library, Hegseth rejected criticism of the strikes,
which have reportedly resulted in more than 80 deaths
and raised questions over potential breaches of
international law.He argued the operations were
justified to protect American citizens and likened the
effort to the response following the September 11,
2001, attacks."If you're working for a designated
terrorist organisation and you bring drugs to this
country in a boat, we will find you, and we will sink
you. Let there be no doubt about it," Hegseth said
during his keynote address at the Reagan National
Defence Forum."President Trump can and will take
decisive military action as he sees fit to defend our
nation's interests. Let no country on earth doubt that
for a moment."The most recent strike has brought the

No breakthrough at 'contuctive' Ukraine-US talks

MIAMI . (Agency)

Three days of talks between Ukrainian
and US officials produced no apparent
breakthrough Saturday, with President
Volodymyr Zelensky committing to
further negotiations toward '"real
peace," even as Russia launched
another series of drone and missile
strikes on its neighbor.Zelensky said
he joined his negotiators for a "very
substantive and constructive" call with
US envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared
Kushner, as part of the third day of
meetings in Florida."Ukraine is
committed to continuing to work
honestly with the American side to
bring about real peace," Zelensky said
on Telegram, adding that the parties
agreed "on the next steps and the
format of the talks with America."In
Paris, French President Emmanuel
Macron said he will meet Zelensky,
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer
and German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz in London on Monday to "take
stock" of the negotiations on the US-
drafted plan on how to end the almost

"Ukrainian military-industrial
complex enterprises and the energy
facilities that support them," and added
that "all designated targets were hit."
Paris slams Moscow's ' escalatory path'
The talks come after Witkoff and
Kushner met Russian President
Vladimir Putin at the Kremlin on
Tuesday, with Moscow rejecting parts
of the US proposal."Both parties
agreed that real progress toward any
agreement depends on Russia's
readiness to show serious commitment
to long-term peace, including steps
toward de-escalation and cessation of
killings," said a readout of the Miami
talks posted Friday by Witkoffon X.
Also on Friday, US and Ukrainian
officials "also agreed on the
framework of security arrangements
and discussed necessary deterrence
capabilities to sustain a lasting peace."
Macron announced he would travel to
London on Monday to meet with
Zelensky together with the German
and British leaders, slamming what he
called Russia's "escalatory path.

four-year war.Ahead of Saturday's
talks, Russia launched over 700 drones
and missiles at Ukraine overnight,
targeting critical infrastructure, such as
energy sites and railways, and
triggering heating and water outages
for thousands of households."The
main targets of these strikes, once
again, were energy facilities,"
Zelensky said earlier in the day on
social media. "Russia's aim is to inflict
suffering on millions of
Ukrainians."As with previous waves
of attacks, the Russian defense
ministry said they had targeted

TOKYO. (Agency)

Japan said early Sunday that it has protested to China
after a military jet that took off from the Chinese
carrier Liaoning locked its radar on Japanese fighter
jets near the southern island of Okinawa, the latest
spat between the two countries whose ties have
plunged recently over the Japanese leader’s Taiwan
remarks.Japan’s Defense Ministry said China’s
military aircraft J-15 “intermittently” targeted its
radar at Japanese F-15 fighter jets on two occasions
Saturday — for about three minutes in the late
afternoon and for about 30 minutes in the evening.

The radar lock by the Chinese aircraft was detected by
different Japanese fighters that had scrambled

against a possible airspace violation by China,
according to the ministry. There was no breach of
Japanese airspace, and no injury or damage was
reported from the incident.It was not known whether
the radar lock incident involved the same Chinese J-
15 both times.Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi,

Hegseth defends strikes on alleged cartel boats,

reported death toll to at least 87.

Lawmakers have requested greater clarity about the

legal basis for the strikes and whether US personnel
were instructed to conduct a second strike after a
September operation when officials knew there were
survivors.Hegseth also likened suspected drug

says Trump can order use of force 'as he sees fit'

WASHINGTON .(Agency)

US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
defended strikes on alleged drug cartel
boats during remarks Saturday at the
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library,
saying President Donald Trump has
the power to take military action “as he
sees fit” to defend the nation.

Hegseth dismissed criticism of the
strikes, which have killed more than 80
people and now face intense scrutiny
over concerns that they violated
international law.Saying the strikes are
justified to protect Americans,
Hegseth likened the fight to the war on
terror following the Sept. 11, 2001
attacks.“If you’re working for a
designated terrorist organization and
you bring drugs to this country in a
boat, we will find you and we will sink
you. Let there be no doubt about it,"
Hegseth said during his keynote
address at the Reagan National
Defense Forum."President Trump can
and will take decisive military action
as he sees fit to defend our nation’s
interests. Let no country on earth doubt
that for a moment.”The most recent
strike brings the death toll of the

Supporters of Venezuelan opposition leader
Maria Corina Machado march in cities worldwide

briefing reporters in the early hours of Sunday, said
Japan protested to China over the radar lock, calling
it “a dangerous act that exceeded the scope necessary
for safe aircraft operations.”

“The occurrence of such an incident is extremely
regrettable,” Koizumi said. “We have lodged a
strong protest with the Chinese side and demanded
strict preventive measures.” There was no immediate
comment from the Chinese government or military.
On Friday, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian
said the Chinese navy operates in accordance with
international law and that others shouldn't hype up
its activities.

Now, younger Canadians
turn against immigration
due to rising concern over
housing affordability

CHANDIGARH. (Agency)

Blaming the housing affordability, now the younger
people are turning against an increased intake of
newcomers. In Canada, a public opinion on
immigration shifted dramatically twice in the past 30
years.These were the findings in a recent paper, "'Who
Changed Their Minds? Two Shifts in Canadian
Public Opinion on Immigration: 1995-2005 and
2023-24', published by the Institute of Research on
Public Policy’s Centre of Excellence on the
Canadian Federation.The paper written by Randy
Besco, an associate professor at the University of
Toronto and Natasha Goel, a scholar there, stated
that the Canadian public opinion on immigration
shifted dramatically twice in the past 30 years.

traffickers to Al-Qaeda, though analysts have pointed
out key differences between the two and the strategies
needed to combat them.

His remarks came soon after the administration released
its national security strategy, which depicts European
partners as weak and aims to reassert US power in the
Western Hemisphere.During his speech, Hegseth also
emphasised the necessity of countering China's rise
through strength rather than confrontation.

He repeated Trump's pledge to resume nuclear testing on
the same level as China and Russia -- a stance that has
surprised many nuclear policy experts.The event, held
at the Reagan National Defence Forum at the Ronald
Reagan Presidential Foundation and Institute in
California, featured senior national security figures
from across the country.

Hegseth used his platform to argue that Trump is
Reagan's "true and rightful heir" in terms of pursuing a
robust foreign policy.He contrasted this approach with
Republican leaders after Reagan, criticising support
for Middle East conflicts and failed democracy-
building efforts.He also aimed at those who claim
climate change poses serious risks to military
readiness."The war department will not be distracted
by democracy building, interventionism, undefined
wars, regime change, climate change, woke
moralising and feckless nation building," he said.

discussed the need to check

China’s rise through strength

instead of conflict. He repeated

Trump’s vow to resume nuclear

testing on an equal basis as China

and Russia — a goal that has

alarmed many nuclear arms

experts.China and Russia haven’t

conducted explosive tests in

decades, though the Kremlin said

it would follow the US if Trump
restarted tests.

The speech was delivered at the Reagan
National Defense Forum at the Ronald
Reagan Presidential Foundation and
Institute in California, an event which
brings together top national security
experts from around the country.
Hegseth used the visit to argue that
Trump is Reagan's “true and rightful
heir" when it comes to muscular
foreign policy.By contrast, Hegseth
criticized Republican leaders in the
years since Reagan for supporting
wars in the Middle East and
democracy-building efforts that didn't
work. He also blasted those who have
argued that climate change poses
serious challenges to military.

campaign to at least 87 people.
Lawmakers have sought more answers
about the attacks and their legal
justification, and whether US forces
were ordered to launch a follow-up
strike following a September attack
even after the Pentagon knew of
survivors.Though Hegseth compared
the alleged drug smugglers to Al-
Qaida terrorists, experts have noted
significant differences between the
two foes and the efforts to combat them.

Hegseth's remarks came after the Trump
administration released its new
national security strategy, one that
paints European allies as weak and
aims to reassert America’s dominance
inthe Western Hemisphere.

During the speech, Hegseth also

It became more positive between 1995-2005 and then
more negative in 2023-24. The brief on immigration
was based on over 40 years of surveys conducted by
the Environics Institute to compare shifts in the
opinions of different demographic groups.

Overall, the 1990s-2000s shift was remarkably broad-
based, with most groups following the general pro-
immigration trend and previous gaps due to
education and immigrant status narrowing.

However, the 2023-24 shift was quite different.

First, it was primarily an anglophone phenomenon,
with francophone and Quebec respondents showing
less movement.Second, the gender gap has flipped:
previously, men were more supportive, but now
women are. Third, the role of age has reversed: in the
past, older people were more likely to say there is too
much immigration, but now it is young people
espousing that view."Recent shifts are clearly a new
phenomenon, rather than simply a reversion of
previous changes,” it reads.It further stated, "the
average opposition to immigration for four different
age groups from 1980 to 2025. In general, over that
time frame, older respondents tended to think there
was too much immigration. These differences were
modest, however, and shifts occurred over time in all
age groups.

CARACAS. (Agency)
Supporters of Venezuelan opposition leader
Maria Corina Machado demonstrated
Saturday in several cities worldwide to
commemorate her Nobel Peace Prize win
ahead of the prestigious award ceremony
next week.Thousands of people marched
through Madrid, Utrecht, Buenos Aires,
Lima and other cities in support of
Machado, whose organization wants to use
the attention gained by the award to
highlight Venezuela’s democratic
aspirations. The organization expected
demonstrations in more than 80 cities
around the world on Saturday.The crowd in
Lima carried portraits of Machado and
demanded a “Free Venezuela.” With the
country's yellow, blue and red flag draped
over their backs or emblazoned on their
caps, demonstrators clutched posters that
read, “The Nobel Prize is from Venezuela.”
Veroénica Duran, a 41-year-old Venezuelan
who has lived in Lima for eight years, said
Machado’s Nobel Peace Prize is celebrated

because “it represents all Venezuelans, the
fallen and the political prisoners in their
fight to recover democracy.”In
neighboring Colombia, a group of
Venezuelans gathered in Bogotd, the
capital. They donned white T-shirts and
carried balloons as part of a religious
ceremony in which supporters asked that
the Nobel Peace Prize “be a symbol of
hope” for the Venezuelan
people.Meanwhile, in Argentina's capital
of Buenos Aires, some 500 people gathered
on the steps of the law school at the
country's largest university, improvising a
torchlit march with their cell phones.“We
Venezuelans in the world have a smile
today, because we celebrate the Nobel
Prize of Maria Corina and of the entire
Venezuelan diaspora and of all the brave
people within Venezuela, who have
sacrificed themselves... we have so many
martyrs, heroes of the resistance,” said
Nancy Hoyer, a 60-year-old supporter.The
gatherings come at a critical point in the

country’s protracted crisis as the
administration of US President Donald
Trump builds up a massive military
deployment in the Caribbean, threatening
repeatedly to strike Venezuelan soil.
Venezuela’s President Nicolds Maduro is
among those who see the operation as an
effort to end his hold on power, and the
opposition has only added to this
perception by reigniting its promise to soon
govern the country.“We are living through
times where our composure, our
conviction, and our organization are being
tested,” Machado said in a video message

shared Tuesday on social media. “Times
when our country needs even more
dedication because now all these years of
struggle, the dignity of the Venezuelan
people, have been recognized with the
Nobel Peace Prize.”Machado won the
award Oct. 10 for her struggle to achieve a
democratic transition in the South
American nation, winning recognition as a
woman “who keeps the flame of democracy
burning amid a growing
darkness.”Machado, 58, won the
opposition’s primary election and intended
to run against Maduro in last year’s
presidential election, but the government
barred her from running for office. Retired
diplomat Edmundo Gonzalez, who had
never run for office before, took her place.

The lead-up to the July 28, 2024, election saw

widespread repression, including
disqualifications, arrests and human rights
violations. It all increased after the
country’s National Electoral Council,
which is stacked with Maduro loyalists.
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Abhishek Sharma scripts
history, becomes 1st Indian to
hit 100 Sixes in calendar year

New Delhi. (Agency)

Star Indian batter Abhishek Sharma etched his
name in the history books, becoming the
first-ever Indian player to score 100 sixes ina
calendar year. He achieved the feat during
Punjab’s fixture against Services in the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy 2025-26 at Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium, Hyderabad.

Sharma continued his blistering form in the
ongoing tournament, scoring a sensational 62
off 34 balls, with the help of eight fours and
three sixes. During this innings, he surpassed
the landmark of 100 maximums, becoming
the first Indian to achieve the feat.The
southpaw has now hit 101 sixes in the year so
far, from just 36 innings in T20 cricket.
Sharma has accumulated 1,499 runs in the
format this year, at an average of42.82 and an
astonishing strike rate of 204.22. He has also
registered nine fifties and three hundreds in
the year to date.Against Services, Sharma
also claimed two wickets with the ball,
helping his team secure a 73-run victory, and
was adjudged Player of the Match.He had
earlier scored a sensational century off just
32 balls against Bengal, smashing seven
fours and 11 sixes in his innings. Sharma
played a belligerent innings of 148 off 52
balls, hitting eight fours and 16 sixes.

Courtesy of his innings, Punjab finished their
allotted 20 overs on 310/5 — the highest total
in SMAT history.The 25-year-old is the third-
highest run-scorer of the tournament so far,
with 304 runs from six innings at an average
of 50.66 and a sensational strike rate of
249.18, including one hundred and two
fifties. Sharma is currently the number-one
ranked batter in T20Is, with 920 rating points
to his name. He will next be seen in action in
the upcoming five-match T20I series against
South Africa, beginning on 9 December.

Harshit Rana India's next all-
rounder? Gautam Gambhir reveals
big plans for pacer

New Delhi. (Agency)

Head coach Gautam Gambhir said India are
viewing Harshit Rana as a potential bowling
all-rounder. On Sunday, India clinched the
ODI series 2—1 against South Africa in
Vizag with a nine-wicket win, with Rana
picking up four wickets from three games.
Although he hasn’t had many opportunities
to bat, Gambhir believes Rana can develop
into areliable No. 8.

With the ball, Harshit claimed three wickets in
India’s 13-run victory in Ranchi, followed
by 1 for 70 in Raipur. In Vizag, he returned
figures of 8—2—44—0. Gambhir said India are
focused on finding the right team balance
and praised Harshit, Prasidh Krishna, and
Arshdeep Singh for stepping up despite their
limited experience.

"That's one of the reasons why we are trying to
probably develop someone like Harshit,
who can actually bat at 8 and contribute with

abatatNo. 8. That's how we need to find the
balance, because come South Africa in two
years' time, we would be needing three
proper seamers as well,” Gambhir told after
India’s series win.And if he can continue to
develop as abowling allrounder, it's going to
give us a massive boost. Because obviously
with Jasprit Bumrah coming back, and what
we saw of Arshdeep [Singh], Prasidh
[Krishna] and Harshit in this series, [it] was
incredible.”All these three guys do not have
a lot of experience under their belts,
especially in the 50-over format They've
hardly played less than 15 ODIs, all these
three bowlers, but they've done a fabulous
job. So I feel that if we can develop someone
like Harshit at No. 8, who can contribute
with the bat, I think it is going to give us the
right balance as well Let's see. [ think it's still
along way," Gambhiradded.

ARSHIT RANAWITH THE BAT

Harshit Rana has produced useful cameos
with the bat time and again.

Lionel Messi masterclass helps Inter
Miami win first ever MLS title

Lionel Messi helped Inter Miami to
win their first ever MLS title on
Sunday. Messi hit his iconic walk
during the celebrations after Miami
beat Vancouver 3-1 in the final of
the tournament.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Inter Miami captured their first MLS Cup title
on Sunday, December 7, with a 3-1 win over
the Vancouver Whitecaps. Lionel Messi was
the creator in chief in the summit clash as
Miami finished the night with late goals
from Rodrigo De Paul and Tadeo Allende,
handing the side their maiden MLS
title. Although Vancouver controlled long
spells of the match and threatened repeatedly
through Thomas Mueller, the final shifted on
Messi’s impact. The Argentine star collected
his first MLS league championship and
closed out what has been his strongest
season since arriving in the United

States."Last year we finished first in the

against France.

league and unfortunately we were knocked On Sunday, Miami struck early in the eighth

out in the first round. The MLS was the
ultimate prize. The team put in a tremendous
effort and rose to the occasion," the 38-year-
old added.The legendary Argentina did the
Ric Flair strut while lifting the trophy once
again, a celebration that has gone iconic
since the 2022 FIFA World Cup, where
Messi inspired his team to a terrific title win

minute when Messi played Allende into
space. Allende sent a low cross into the area
that deflected off Vancouver defender Edier
Ocampo and crossed the line for an own
goal.Vancouver continued to dictate
possession in the second half and finally
turned that pressure into an equalizer in the
60th minute. Ali Ahmed drove into the

After controversial Pakistan stint, Gary
Kirsten joins Namibia before T20 World Cup

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former South African cricketer Gary
Kirsten has been appointed as a consultant
for Namibia’s men’s national teams and
will work alongside head coach Craig
Williams in the lead-up to the Men’s T20
World Cup, scheduled to be co-hosted by
India and Sri Lanka next year.Kirsten was
last involved with an international team as
the head coach of Pakistan in 2024. He
took charge in April but resigned in
October amid a power struggle with the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB).On joining
Namibia, Kirsten expressed his admiration
for the team’s progress, saying he is
impressed with the growth of their cricket,
their dedication to continuous
improvement, and their ability to challenge
top teams."It is indeed a privilege to work
with Cricket Namibia. I have been
thoroughly impressed with the dedication
and determination to create a high-
performance cricket environment," Kirsten
said in a Cricket Namibia statement."Their
new state-of-the-art cricket stadium is a
testament to their commitment to making

sure their national teams are competing
with the best cricket countries in the
world."Their senior men's national team is
performing well, and I look forward to
adding value to their preparation for the T20
World Cup in February next year." A former
South African opening batsman, Kirsten
transitioned into coaching after retiring in
2004 and became India’s head coach in
2007, leading them to a memorable 2011
ODI World Cup victory over Sri Lanka at
the Wankhede Stadium.He subsequently
coached South Africa and participated in
various T20 franchise leagues globally. In
2024, his stint as Pakistan’s head coach was

short-lived and challenging, ending
without significant success."Kirsten's
appointment as consultant reflects
Cricket Namibia's commitment to
strengthening its high-performance
environment and supporting the
existing coaching structure," a
statement from the board said.”His
blend of international playing
experience, coaching success, and
passion for player development brings
valuable insight and added depth to the
Eagles [men's national team]
setup."Namibia have qualified for the last
three ICC Men’s T20 World Cups in 2021,
2022, and 2024 and are also set to take part
in next year’s edition. Across 15 matches,
they have won five and lost ten, achieving a
win rate of around 33 per cent.Their 2021
debut was remarkable, reaching the
Super12 stage. While subsequent
campaigns saw group-stage exits, Namibia
have shown flashes of brilliance, notably
defeating Sri Lanka by 55 runs in 2022 and
overcoming Oman in a Super Over in 2024,
proving their ability to challenge top teams.

Abu Dhabi Grand Prix 2025: All you

need to know about F

A three-way title fight, a pole-
sitting champion, and a season
finale built for drama — the
2025 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix has
all the elements of a classic.
Norris, Verstappen and Piastri
now race for one decisive
crown.

New Delhi. (Agency)

The 2025 Formula 1 season is heading
towards a blockbuster finish as the
championship reaches its final stop at the
Yas Marina Circuit. With three drivers still
in mathematical contention—Lando Norris,
Max Verstappen and Oscar Piastri—the Abu
Dhabi Grand Prix promises a title fight of
rare intensity. A season packed with turning

k;

-
]

points, strategic gambles and breakthrough
performances now narrows to 58 decisive
laps under the floodlights.For McLaren,
this is the closest they’ve come to the title in
over a decade. Norris has built his
campaign on remarkable consistency,
while Piastri has evolved into a formidable
challenger, matching his teammate punch
for punch. Verstappen, however, remains
the most seasoned contender in title
deciders. Despite an uneven year, his
experience and race management make

title-decider

him a dangerous presence at the
front.

Qualifying offered the perfect
prelude to Sunday’s drama.
Verstappen exploded to pole with
a blistering 1:22.207, pulling
clear of both McLarens in the final
runs of Q3. Oscar Piastri was
sharp early in qualifying, and
George Russell topped Q2, but
Verstappen saved his best for
last—capped by his radio

reaction: “That was insane.” It was his

eighth pole of the season, setting up an
electric three-way championship
showdown.With margins razor-thin and
stakes sky-high, Abu Dhabi prepares to host

a finale that could redefine careers.When

and where is the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

20257

The Abu Dhabi Grand Prix main race will be

held on Sunday, December 7, with lights out
at 6:30 p.m. IST at the Yas Marina Circuit.

penalty area and fired a low shot that Rios
Novo reached but could not hold, with the
ball rolling over the line to level the match.

Miami regained their advantage in the 71st
minute when Messi intercepted a loose
Vancouver touch and slid the ball across the
box to Rodrigo De Paul, who sent his finish
beyond Yohei Takaoka with calm
precision.The hosts put the trophy beyond
doubt in stoppage time. Messi threaded a
pass to Allende, setting off emotional
celebrations as Jordi Alba appeared in tears
on a night that marked the final match for
both him and Sergio Busquets, close friends
and former Barcelona teammates.

"I'm happy for them. Finishing their careers
this way is very nice for everyone," Messi
said."Something very beautiful is coming to
an end for them, something to which they
have devoted their entire lives. I wish them
all the best. They are two friends whom I
love very much, and I am happy that they can
leave with this title."David Beckham, the
club’s co owner and a central figure behind
Miami’s long term project, joined the
celebrations on the pitch once the trophy was
secured.

5000 runs, 65-ball 100:
Evergreen Ellyse Perry seals
WBBL playoff spot for Sixers

CHRISTCHURCH. (Agency)

Sydney Sixers Women edged past Adelaide

Strikers by a thrilling 1-run victory in the 40th
match of the Women’s Big Bash League at
North Sydney on December 7, with Ellyse
Perry once again proving why she is a true
WBBL legend. Perry’s 111 off 71 balls not only
guided the Sixers to 173/4 but also marked a
historic milestone; she became only the second
batter after Beth Mooney to reach 5,000 WBBL
runs.Her knock, featuring 16 fours and three
sixes at a strike rate of 156.33, ranks as the
fourth-fastest century for the Sixers, behind
former skipper Alyssa Healy’s top three.
Opening alongside Sophia Dunkley, who
contributed a steady 54 from 40 balls, Perry’s
innings was the cornerstone of a formidable
Sixers total. Skipper Ashleigh Gardner
perished for 4 and Alyssa Healy bagging a duck

meant the onus remained firmly on Perry,
whose blend of precision and aggression set the
tone. PATTERSON’S KNOCK IN VAIN

The Strikers made a spirited response, led by an

extraordinary 65 off 35 balls from Bridget
Patterson, whose six fours and four sixes kept
her side in contention. Amanda-Jade
Wellington’s quickfire 31 and Madeline
Penna’s 31 had the Strikers on the cusp of a
memorable chase. However, despite
Patterson’s heroic knock and a late flurry of
runs, Adelaide fell agonisingly short, finishing
on 172/7. The last over proved pivotal, as the
Sixers held their nerve to defend a narrow
margin.The bowlers, notably Eleanor Larosa
with 4/20 in her 4 overs, played a crucial role in
restricting the Strikers at key moments, while
Gardner and Cheatle provided timely
breakthroughs. Amelia Kerr and Maitlan
Brown also bowled economically, applying
pressure throughout the innings.

Mohamed Salah lashes out at Liverpool:
They have thrown me under the bus

Liverpool forward Mohamed Salah

has hit out at his club in the higgest

rant of the season. After extending

his contract last year, Salah's future

at Liverpool is up in flames after

the latest provocative comments.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Mohamed Salah's future at Liverpool is in
flames after the forward hit out at the club
with some provocative words on December
6. Salah accused Liverpool of throwing him
under the bus after the team's 3-3 draw at
Elland Road on Saturday.Salah sat on the
bench for the entirety of the game as the team
failed to break free from the mid-table
logjam in the Premier League. After the
draw, the defending champions are placed in
the eighth spot in the league table, 10 points

adrift of leaders Arsenal.

An angry Salah slammed the club after the

game because he sat on the bench for the
third time in a row on Saturday. In an angry
rant, Salah said that he was disappointed
with the club's top management group and
accused them of forcing him out of the team,
where he has played for the last eight
years."I'm very, very disappointed to be fair.
I have done so much for this club, everybody
can see that during the years and especially
last season," Salah told reporters in the
mixed zone."l don't know, it seems like the
club is throwing me under the bus. That's
how I felt it, how I feel it.""I think it is very
clear that someone wants me to get all the
blame. The club promised me in the summer,
a lot of promises and nothing so far."The
Egyptian signed a two-year contract
extension in April after months of
uncertainty. His eight year stay at the club
has turned him into a modern icon in which
he has won two Premier League titles and

scored 250 goals in all competitions for the
club."T don't know what's going to happen
now, so I'm just going to be in Anfield, say
goodbye to the fans before going to Africa
Cup of Nations because I don't know what's
going to happen when I'm there."

Why Did Liverpool Not Play Salah?

Speaking after the draw, Liverpool manager
Arne Slot explained why he had left Salah on

the bench. Slot argued that with a 2-0 lead,
he thought the team needed to protect their
advantage instead of pushing for more goals
against Leeds."We were 2-0 up, we were 3-2
up. At that moment in time it was more
about controlling the game and we did not
need a goal at that moment in time," he said.

"Normally when you need a goal, like last
week against Sunderland, I brought Mo on.
We needed different players like Wataru
Endo when we needed to bring the win over
the line. He, Endo, gave everything," he
added.Someone Does Not Want Me at
Liverpool: SalahOne of the greatest
forwards of all time, Salah scored 34 goals
and had 18 assists in 52 games across all
competitions as Liverpool won the Premier
League last season, but with his side
floundering this season he has managed five
goals and three assists in 19 games in the
current campaign. The forward indicated
that his relationship with Slot had broken
down completely.
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Kusha Kapila's Ex-Hushand
Zorawar Ahluwalia Admits He Is On
ADating App: T Am A Single Guy

Palak %

P

Simdhwam's

Birthday Tribute To Her
‘Shield & Soldier’ Mumma

alak Sindhwani, who won hearts as SonuBhide on Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah Chashmah,

continues to stay in the spotlight even after leaving the show last year. Even after

stepping away from the role, she has remained active and connected with her fans on
social media. Recently, Palak shared a sweet tribute to her mother on her birthday. [n her
post, she praised her mother for her sacrifices, courage, constant support and the love
she has given since childhood. Palak also thanked her mother for always standing by
her with a smile and for raising her with courage and care. She also called her a shield
and a soldier.

Palak Sindhwani’s Sweet Birthday Note For Her Mother

Taking to Instagram Stories (Now Deleted), Palak Sindhwani wrote, “Happy
Birthday, Mumma, my soldier, my shield, my inspiration, my source. Jo bhi aaj
main hoon, woh aapke
sacrifices ki wajah se hoon.
Thank you ye decide karne ke
live ki main apne bachchon ko
bahar nikaalungi. (Whatever I am today, it's
hecause of your sacrifices. Thank vou for deciding
that you’ll raise your children in the cutside
world)."

“Thank you kabhi himmat na harne ke liyve. Thank
you, hamesha mere saath ek pyaan si smile lekar
khade rehne ke liye aur thank you bachpan se
mujhe itna saara pyaar dene ke live. [ love you,
Mumma. (Thank you for never losing courage.
Thank you for always standing with me with a
sweet smile and thank you for giving me so much
love since childhood)," the young actress added.

Mother’s Day Celebration

A few years ago, during a Mother’s Day celebration,
Palak Sindhwani made a video with her mother
where she asked her to talk about her
childhood memories and habits. Her
mother shared many sweet stories,
giving fans a small look into what
Palak was like while growing
up.When the actress asked :
about her habit, her 4
mother replied, “Her
besthabitis that she
is never lazy.

Even onhelidays, when she has no fixed plans, she still keeps herself

busy. [n the evenings, she likes to make some videos for YouTube or

find something creative to do. Waking up late or being lazy has never

been her habit.”Revealing Palak Sindhwani’s childhood memory,

she recalled, “When she was in school, there used to be a bhel purn

seller standing outside our house. She used to order bhel puri from

him while coming home. [n our small hometown, thers was no home

delivery at that time, but he still made it for her and brought it to our

house. By the time she changed her school uniform, her bhel puri

A Rakul Preet Singh

Acknowledges Paparazzi’s Efforts
At Airport With A ‘Thank You’

akul Preet Singh was surprised to see Jacky Bhagnani. The duo was recently spotted taking
multiple cameras flashing at her when she fime off to spend some quality time in the Maldives.
ppeared at the Mumbai Airport fo take an

From sun-kissed beach snaps to Rakul’s gorgeous
early moming flight. The actress melted hearts ~ vacation looks, the actress was literally “in the middle
with her usual charm when she thanked the

of pure joy".The couple was not vacationing alone, as
paparazzi for their hard work.On her way to  they were joined by their close friends, Smriti Khanna
the entrance, Rakul gave a candid reaction

and Gautam Gupta, along with their two adorable
after seeing multiple paparazzi waiting ‘or daughters. Besides, Rakul’'s long-time best friend
her. “Oh my god panch panch!!" Rakul

exclaimed, asking, “Aap log kitne baje ﬁ
aate ho airport?" After hearing about
their early moming work schedule,
Rakul acknowledged their hard work
withasweet*Thank you.” ; _
Rakul Preet Singh’s Breezy Airport g

Look “
he actress looked stylish in a
monochrome blue outfit. She was &
seen donning a sleeveless long breezy
kurta with white lining along the
borders. The front-buttoned kurta also
cinched at the waist with a band,
further elevating the look.She paired

o o

_ : Pragya Jaiswal was spotied in the photos too.
the flowy kurta with matching blue pants Rakul Preet Singh on the Work Front
and finished off her look with clean white The actress was recently seen in De De Pyaar De 2.

sneakers. She accessorised the look with

Dhrected by Anshul Sharma, the romantic comedy
dainty jewellery and a stylish pair of

witnesses Rakul reprising her role of Ayesha from the

sunglasses. ) . ) original film.
Rl_iltkllll) Pl;;%et Singh’s Island Vacation with The star cast of the film also includes Ajay Deven, R.
usbhan

Madhavan, Jaaved Jaaferi, Ishita Dutta, Gautami
Kapoor and others.Up next, Rakul will be seen in the
Tamil action film Indian 3.

Rakul Preet Singh’s airport spotting came after
her dreamy island wvacation with husband

usha Kaplla s former husband Zorawar
Ahluwalia has admitted that he is on a dating
pp. Ahluwalia was recently speaking on the
YouTube channel Social Misfits and Zor & More
when he opened up about their divorce and revealed
that he is single now. He also explained why most
marriages do not last long in today’s times. Here are
some of the excerpts from the interview:

Zorawar: ‘TAm OnADating App’
During the interaction, Zorawar admitted being on

dating apps after his divorce from Kusha and said,
“Yes, [ am a single guy, why can’t [ be on dating

apps."

‘When asked why marriages aren’t working in today’s

time, he explained that it might be because people
are realising that they are better if they “run solo’.
“We can’t generalise why marriages are not
working. But people are realising that sometimes
they can work in a team and sometimes they can’t
and are better off alone. I can’t give you a straight
answer. Sometimes you realise that you progress
morewhen yourunsolo,"he added.

Zorawar On His Diverce From Kusha Kapila
During the interaction, Zorawar also shed light on his

divorce from Kusha Kapila and reiterated that it was
mutual. “I think beth the partners will get the feeling
when it is not working. In my case, we both sat down
and discussed that these things are not working, and
wekind of came up to that point and mutually agreed
to part ways. You have to realise it and be authentic
with your partner and yourself. It’s better if you stay
clear with each other," he said.

AboutKusha And Zorawar’s Diverce
Kusha Kapila and Zorawar Ahluwalia, who tied the

knot in 2017, parted ways in 2023. Back then, the
two issued a joint statement and revealed that “we
gave it our all, until we couldn’t anymore." The
former couple had also mentioned that a
‘relationship ending is heartbreaking’ and therefore
they need time for healing.Later, Kusha was
rumoured to be dating Bollywood actor Arjun
Kapoor. However, the actress had dismissed it
saying, “Roz apne baare memn itni bakwas padh kar
mujhe apna khud see ek format introduction
karwana padega. Every time [ read sh*it about
myself I just hepe and pray ki meri mummy na padh
le yeh aab. unki social life hastaken abighit."

Dipika Kakar Roots For Farrhana
Bhatt’s Win Ahead Of Bigg Boss 19
Finale, Calls Her ‘Most Deserving’

reality show Bigg Boss 19 is just one day

away, and there 1s a lot of excitement to find
out who will lift the coveted trophy this year!
Ahead of the finale, many celebrities have been
cheering for their favourite contestants and
urging fans to vote for them. Recently, Anupamaa
actress Rupali Ganguly praised Gaurav Khanna
and rooted for his win. Now, one day before the
grand finale, Bigg Boss 12 winner and actress
Dipika Kakar has voiced her support for Farthana
Bhatt, calling her the ‘most deserving’ one to win.

' I ‘he grand finale of Salman Khan-hosted

Dipika Kakar Cheers For Farrhana Bhatt

Ahead OfBigg Boss 19 Finale

On Saturday, Dipika Kakar took to her Instagram

stories to share a message cheering for Farrhana
Bhatt. She praised her journey and applauded her
‘strong’ and ‘zero filter’ attitude over the last few
months in the BB house. Re-sharing a video of
Farrhana’s journey, Dipika wrote, “What A
Journey Farhana!! Strong! Fierce! 0 Filter! The
most deserving one to win BB19." Check out her
postbelow!

For the unversed, television actress Dipika Kakar

was the winner of Bigg Boss 12, which aired from
September 2018 to December 2018. While
Dipika took the trophy home, Sreesanth became
the first runner-up. Karanvir Bohra, Nehha
Pendse, Anup Jalota, and Srishty Rode were
among the other contestants during that season.

Farrhana’s Bigg Boss 19 journey began on a

turbulent note. In a surprising twist, she was
voted out by her fellow contestants in the very
first episode. Instead of being evicted, Farrhana
was shifted to a secret room, where she discreetly
observed the strategies, alliances, and behaviour
of'the other housemates. Her return, orchestrated
with the assistance of Gaurav Khanna, changed
the dynamics of the house. After her comeback,
Farrthana found herself entangled in multiple
altercations with several contestants on the show.
Throughout the season, Farrhana attracted
attention not only for her gameplay but also for
her fiery temper and unfiltered remarks.

Bigg Boss 19 Finalists
Meanwhile, the top 5 contestants of Bigg Boss 19

include Gaurav Khanna, Farrhana, Tanya Mittal,
Pramit More, and Amaal Mallik. Earlier, former
contestants Baseer Ali, Shehbaz Badesha, and
Zeeshan Quadri rooted for Amaal’s win and urged
fans to vote forhim.
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