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Rising influence of
the Patrushevs in
India-Russia ties

Bullets are bullish. The adage that war fills coffers is
finally ringing true for India as the conflict in
Ukraine is poised to enter its fourth year in less
than three months.A single sentence in the
‘outcome documents’ released half-way through
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s visit to India
on December 5 is pregnant with bullish
possibilities. The description of this particular
outcome hides more than it reveals—a
memorandum of understanding that “entails
cooperation in various sectors of maritime domain
such as shipping, ports, joint mineral exploration,
research and development”. Two weeks before
Putin’s arrival in New Delhi, a visit to Goa by
Nikolai Patrushev, chairman of Russia’s Maritime
Board, prepared the ground for what augurs to be
the biggest military-industrial project to emerge
from the 23rd annual India-Russia summit this
month. The Maritime Board has identified Goa
Shipyard as the base for production of frigates,
corvettes, anti-mine and landing vessels as well as
ice-breakers. Russia has also proposed continued
production of Project 1135.6 class ships in Goa
based on upgraded designs and state-of-the-art
technology. Two such ships, Triput and Tavasya,
based on Russian models, were launched for the
Indian Navy in July last year and March this year,
respectively.On November 20, the Russian
foreign ministry’s readout on Patrushev’s visit
quoted him as saying, “Our countries can jointly
build up their own fleets, strengthen cooperation
between them, establish robust and sanctions-
resistant maritime logistics, and develop marine
science and technology.” The crux of the statement
originated from grievances by head honchos of
Goa Shipyard about delays in “material supply
obligations” for collaborative naval projects with
Russia. Both sides agreed that these challenges
were because of “extraordinary global
circumstances”—a euphemism for the war in
Ukraine and supply chain disruptions.The current
challenge on the strategic and commercial
horizons for Russia’s thriving shipbuilding sector
is the Ukraine conflict. Midway through the war,
Franco-British missiles supplied to Ukraine
penetrated the defences of Russia’s Black Sea fleet
headquarters in Sevastopol, which was part of
Ukraine until 2014. Major shipyards in Crimea
have been affected by sanctions on supply of
German engines and disruptions in getting
ancillaries such as turbines from Ukraine.

If Goa Shipyard and Mormugao port become hubs
for the activities of Russia’s Maritime Board, ships
could be built in Goa for Russia to at least partly
compensate for production stoppages along the
Black Sea, which is vulnerable to attacks from
Ukraine. Patrushev was understandably guarded
in his open meetings on Goa’s maritime
infrastructure. “The enterprise is subordinate to
India’s ministry of defence due to its military
orientation, but we have very good prospects for
cooperation,” the authorised English translation of
Patrushev’s remarks said.The annual summit
turned a new page in India-Russia engagement,
which is best described as familial diplomacy.
Patrushev, who has been by Putin’s side as one of
his most trusted aides since he became prime
minister in 1999 and later president, is said to have
an excellent chemistry with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The two men met every time
Patrushev came to India as secretary of Russia’s
Security Council, the equivalent of a national
security adviser.In late September, as the
groundwork for Putin’s visit was under way,
another Patrushev arrived in India—Deputy Prime
Minister Dmitry Patrushev. He is Nikolai’s son
and was Russia’s agriculture minister for six years
before his promotion as deputy prime minister in
charge of agriculture.During and after the visit, he
initiated efforts to increase the market share of
Indian shrimp products in Russia. The landed
prices of Indian shrimp products in their biggest
market, the US, have increased by 58 percent,
thanks to the steep tariffs supplemented by anti-
dumping duties.

The two-day Lok Sabha debate on electoral reforms

A red herring called Macaulay

India should focus on an education system that fosters scientific temper and creates an inclusive society

THE Ramnath Goenka Memorial Lecture, delivered by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently, has opened a
Pandora’s box regarding the enduring legacy Thomas
Babington Macaulay left behind in India — his ‘Minute
on Education’ (February 2, 1835) and the legal system
framed in 1860 and later. The focus has not merely been
on pedagogy, which is value-neutral, but also in terms of
what the students imbibed as ideas and practices through
printed literature and other sources.

The PM accused Macaulay of ‘Shiksha vyawastha ka
samool naash’ (destruction of the education system),
breaking the back of kaushal (skill), shattering self-
confidence, throwing the entire
knowledge system into the dustbin,
condemning Indian heritage and
culture instead of taking pride in
them and rejecting local languages.
All these developments produced an
inferiority complex among Indians,
he claimed. Blaming previous
governments, particularly those of
the Congress, the PM said these
tendencies were concretised after
Independence.lt is indeed welcome
that the Prime Minister is turning his
attention to the state of education in
the 12th year of his reign. Alas, the
reality is not very bright. On October
19, 2020, addressing the centenary
convocation of the University of
Mysore, PM Modi highlighted the
growth of higher education
institutions such as IITs, IIMs,
AIIMS and IIITs across the country
during his rule. However, faculty
appointments, admissions, funds
and infrastructure as well as
controversies regarding textbooks
continue to cast dark shadows. The
number of government schools has
decreased (around 90,000 fewer between 2014-15 and
2023-24), while the number of private schools has gone
up. These are serious imbalances.

As a Law Member of the Governor-General’s Council of
India, British historian, poet and Whig politician
Macaulay claimed to have presented his Minute on
education that changed the entire course of education in
India. Addressing the Committee of Public Instruction,
he based his argument on the central theme of the Charter
Act of 1813 that set aside a sum “for the revival and
promotion of literature and the encouragement of the
learned natives of India, and for the introduction and

promotion of a knowledge of the sciences among the
inhabitants of the British territories” However, it is
doubtful whether he said what is being attributed to him:
“I'have travelled across the length and breadth of India. ..
I propose that we replace her old and ancient education
system, her culture, for if the Indians think that all that is
foreign and English is good and greater than their own,
they will lose their self-esteem, their native culture and
they will become what we want them, a truly dominated
nation.” That’s because on February 2, 1835, he was in
Calcutta, notin London.

Indeed, in referring to “the learned natives of India”, he set

-
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the tone for racial superiority even before he came to his
central argument. The essential argument of his Minute
was regarding not wasting public money on education in
‘Sanscrit” and Persian. He stressed spending public
funds on an education system that imparted education in
science and the contemporary knowledge system in the
West in English.

He mentioned in the document: “I would strictly respect all
existing interests. [ would deal even generously with all
individuals who have had fair reason to expect a
pecuniary provision. But I would strike at the root of the
bad system which has hitherto been fostered by us. I

A debate on reforms that delivered only rancour

would at once stop the printing of Arabic and Sanscrit

books, I would abolish the Madrassa and the Sanscrit

College at Calcutta. Benares is the great seat of

Brahmanical learning; Delhi, of Arabic learning. If we

retain the Sanscrit College at Benares and the

Mahomedan College at Delhi, we do enough, and much

more than enough in my opinion, for the eastern

languages.”He further said: “If the Benares and Delhi

Colleges should be retained, I would at least recommend

that no stipends shall be given to any students... The funds

which would thus be placed at our disposal would enable

us to give larger encouragement to the Hindoo College at
Calcutta, and to establish in the principal
cities throughout the Presidencies of Port
William and Agra schools in which the
English language might be well and
thoroughly taught.”He argued that a lac
(lakh) rupees granted by the Government
of India must not be wasted on scholarship
for the students of ‘Sanscrit” and Persian
and on the publication of books in these
languages, since the books in English sold
more. Then came his aim, “We must at
present do our best to form a class who may
be interpreters between us and the millions
whom we govern; a class of persons,
Indian in blood and colour, but English in
taste, in opinions, in morals, and in
intellect”. Further, his pithy remark, “a
single shelf of a good European library was
worth the whole native literature of India
and Arabia”, indeed offends us as Indians.

Howsoever racist Macaulay must have been,
the statement above sounds more from the
pen of an administrator, contemplating a
utilitarian logic for the fund having been
allocated for education.

The colonial administration he represented
stood for extracting resources for the
metropolis, not for charity. We should ask

ourselves in the same spirit: did it harm us?I will conclude

with two personal experiences with two generations. A

product of Macaulian education from my parents’
generation, a doctor was well-versed in Urdu, but he
quickly learnt administrative Hindi. My father, an officer
in the Bihar Police, had proficiency in English, Hindi and

Sanskrit. Beginning my education in Bihar, I found that

Hindi-medium textbooks inculcated nationalism.Instead

of drawing a red herring, we should keep building and

refining an education system that is modern,
contemporary, fosters scientific temper and creates an

inclusive society.

What might have been a sober discussion in Lok Sabha on systemic reform slid into a point-scoring exercise hetween the home minister and the leader of opposition

should have been an opportunity to clarify
procedures, strengthen transparency, and reaffirm
institutional neutrality at a time when public trust in
democratic processes is increasingly brittle. Instead,
it descended into a familiar political joust between
the Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi and
Union Home Minister Amit Shah—each armed not
only with arguments, but with history, grievance, and
sharp-edged jibes.Rahul Gandhi levelled a sweeping
charge of “institutional capture”, accusing the
Election Commission of operating without
accountability and alleging “vote chori” through
opaque voter-roll practices, questionable deletions
under the ongoing Special Intensive Revision, and a
lack of transparency in electronic voting machines’
architecture. He demanded machine-readable electoral
rolls, full technical disclosure of EVMs, access for parties
to examine them, protection of CCTV evidence, and
removal of immunities shielding election commissioners.
His warning— that a future government would “change
the law retrospectively”— was as much political

messaging as it was a call for reform.Amit Shah’s rebuttal
was equally political. He dismissed the opposition’s
claims as “manufactured narratives”, arguing that SIR is a
constitutional exercise conducted by the Election
Commission independent of the government. When
pressed on alleged voter-roll manipulation, he countered
with the question of whether “infiltrators” and non-

citizens should remain on electoral rolls—reframing
the debate around national security rather than
institutional procedure. He invoked historical episodes
to turn the “vote chori” charge back at the Congress,
citing precedents from the Nehru, Indira, and Sonia
eras to argue that the opposition lacked moral authority
to lecture on electoral integrity.

What might have been a sober discussion on systemic
reform slid into point-scoring. Gandhi’s narrative of
democratic erosion met Shah’s counter-narrative of
Congress’s past failings. Allegations of voter
manipulation were matched with charges of protecting
“ghuspethiyas”. Both leaders ended up appealing more
to their constituencies than to the substance of electoral
reform.And yet, the core question remains urgent: India
needs a credible, transparent, error-free system of

electoral roll revision, robust auditability, and institutional
safeguards that command cross-party trust. Without
concrete steps—Ilegislative clarity, procedural reforms, or
independent oversight—the debate risks becoming
another episode of political theatre. Democracies weaken
not only by manipulation, but also by neglect.

The contradictions in offering privileges to extradite fugitives

True moral authority lies not in appeasing foreign courts for extraditing prominent economic fugitives, but in ensuring equal dignity for all those behind bars.

Former European colonisers’ demands on this count reveal double standards. An update of our extradition law is overdue

European courts seem keen to legitimise high privileges
for other countries’ economic fugitives. Belgian courts
have reportedly approved the extradition of one of
India’s most wanted economic fugitives only after the
Indian government furnished formal, legally-binding
assurances. The government undertook to lodge him in a
specially-prepared cell at Mumbai’s Arthur Road Jail,
conforming to the standards set by the European
Committee for the Prevention of Torture—adequate
space, ventilation, medical care, nutritious food, media
access, and no solitary confinement.

Demands for special privileges are understandable when
sought for a country’s own citizens. But insistence on
such treatment for those wanted elsewhere is discordant.
The trend reflects a newfound love of some countries for
wealthy economic fugitives. Oliver Bullough’s 2022
bestseller, Butler to the World: How Britain Became the
Servant of Tycoons, Tax Dodgers, Kleptocrats and
Criminals, lucidly captures this phenomenon and its
corrosive effects. Every individual, including an accused
or a convict, is entitled to basic human rights. But
demanding special comforts under the guise of human
rights reflects troubling double standards and a
transactional stance to justice. Using it as an excuse to
embrace a fugitive moneybag’s assets is an open
endorsement of financial crimes.This is paradoxical
especially because many of these countries are founding
members of the Financial Action Task Force and
signatories to global conventions against money
laundering. Their offshore tax havens further expose this
hypocrisy. Unless such duplicity is confronted, global
public policy’s fight against financial crimes and money
laundering risks becoming an empty slogan.Their own

histories offer reminders of these contradictions. Many
European countries abolished barbaric prisons barely a
century ago. Dismemberment, whipping, and long
incarcerations, even for minor offences, were once
common. Recall the hero in Victor Hugo’s Les
Misérables (1862), an impoverished man
imprisoned for 18 years for stealing a loaf
of bread. In European colonies,
nationalist leaders were left to rot in jails
with appalling conditions. Yet, those
nations now advocate exalted human
rights for criminals from other countries,
often to the point of obstructing justice
itself.

Almost all the major prisons in India were
built by the British, primarily to
incarcerate freedom fighters. The Cellular
Jail in the Andamans was the most
notorious. Others such as Alipore Jail in
Kolkata, Naini Jail in Prayagraj, and
Yerawada Jail in Pune also served as sites
of confinement and torture for countless
nationalist leaders.Built in 1926, Arthur
Road Jail in Mumbai continues to
function as the city’s central prison. It
houses a mix of inmates—business leaders, public
officials, celebrities, and political figures—with some of
them housed in upgraded cells.The need to offer case-
specific assurances to foreign courts stems from the
presumption that India's prisons do not meet minimum
humanitarian standards. This raises a deeper moral and
institutional concern: why should humane treatment be
an exception, invoked only when international scrutiny

demands it? A constitutional democracy governed by the
rule of law must guarantee humane detention for every
person, irrespective of nationality, status, or offence.
Ensuring the minimum standards universally, rather than
selectively, would enhance the credibility of the justice
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system and obviate the need for external assurances in
extradition proceedings.If India provides superior
detention conditions to extradited fugitives while
ordinary prisoners continue to endure substandard or
overcrowded facilities, it raises a serious question of
discriminatory treatment. Domestic prisoners could
justifiably argue that such selective privileges violate the
constitutional guarantees of equality and the right to life

with dignity. The State cannot defend this disparity

solely on the grounds of diplomatic expediency or

international image. India’s limited success in securing

the return of wanted persons has been a result of adroit

diplomatic and legal efforts, rather than the strength of'its
extradition law. The Extradition Act, 1962 is out of
sync with contemporary global realities. It largely
reflects the older paradigm of extradition centred on
political offenders and non-financial crimes,
discouraging the former while facilitating the latter.
Despite amendments in 1993, the law does not
adequately address the challenges posed by financial
globalisation, India’s own economic liberalisation, the
rise of transnational financial crimes, offenders’
increasing ease in crossing borders, and the growing
practice of states offering expedited citizenship in
exchange for investment.

The Extradition Act is also oblivious to the stonewalling
tactics by many Western nations. While India imposes
no restriction on the extradition of its own nationals and
has been accommodative on such matters, most other
nations rarely reciprocate. They often refuse to
extradite their own citizens to India and are
increasingly becoming intransigent in extraditing even
third-country nationals involved in economic offences

or other serious crimes.

India’s extradition framework must be strengthened and
treaties redrawn to reflect evolving global dynamics and
India’s growing international stature. A robust legal and
diplomatic strategy, supported by credible, universal
prison reforms, would enable India to negotiate from a
position of strength and ensure that all fugitives are
brought to justice under Indian law.
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New labour codes: No, your
take-home salary isn't
reducing. Here's the math

New Delhi.(Agency)

Ever since the new labour codes were notified on
November 21, 2025, many salaried employees have
been worried that their take-home pay would shrink.

Much of the anxiety came from the rule that basic pay
and related components must form at least half of the
total salary. The assumption was simple: if basic pay
rises, provident fund deductions rise, and the in-hand
salary falls.The Ministry of Labour and Employment
has now made it clear that this fear is
misplaced.Officials said on Wednesday that the new
codes do not automatically reduce anyone’s take-
home salary. The key reason lies in how PF is
actually calculated. SALARY CALCULATION
MATH EXPLAINED

Even if an employee’s basic pay increases under the
new wage structure, PF contributions will continue
to be calculated on the existing statutory ceiling of Rs
15,000 unless both the employer and employee
voluntarily choose a higher base.

This ceiling is what matters for most salaried workers.
As long as PF is capped at Rs 15,000, the monthly
deduction remains unchanged. The ministry
highlighted that nothing in the new law forces PF to
be calculated on the full salary.To make this clearer,
the ministry shared a simple example. Consider an
employee with a monthly salary of Rs 60,000. If Rs
20,000 counts as basic pay and dearness allowance
and the remaining Rs 40,000 is paid as allowances,
PF will still be calculated on Rs 15,000 so long as the
employee has not opted for a higher PF base.Under
the old rules and the new codes, the PF contribution
remains the same. The employer contributes Rs
1,800 and the employee contributes Rs 1,800,
leaving the take-home salary unchanged at Rs
56,400.

This explanation has offered relief to many anxious
employees who thought the new wage definition
would automatically shrink their disposable income.

The ministry said the purpose of the revised structure is
to bring uniformity and clarity, not to reduce salaries.

UDIN prevented Rs 80,000
crore frauds since 2019:
|CAl

NEW DELHI.(Agency)

Ever since India adopted the Unique Document
Identification Number (UDIN) for certifications,
GST and tax audit reports by practicing Chartered
Accountants, the country has prevented frauds worth
Rs 80,000 crore, claims Institute of Chartered
Accountants in India (ICAI).ICAI president
Charanjot Singh Nanda informed the media on
Friday that UDIN is first of its kind initiative
globally, and it has prevented unauthorized
individuals from misusing a CA’s name, signature, or
membership details, eliminated the risk of fraudulent
certifications and strengthened the integrity and
reputation of the profession. He says that the
initiative has received global attention with ICAI
equivalent institutions and bodies from many
countries seeking help from ICAI for implementing a
similar system.UDIN was implemented in August
2019, and since then over 10 crore UDINs have been
generated. To curb the malpractices of non-CAs
falsely presenting themselves as CAs and
authenticating documents, ICAI introduced the
Unique Document Identification Number (UDIN),
an 18-Digits system generated unique number for
every document certified/attested by full time
practicing Chartered Accountants.

Gold Edges Higher To Rs
1,32,599 Per 10 Grams,
Silver Slips After Record

High
Mumbai.(Agency)

Gold prices inched up on Friday morning, while silver
slipped as traders booked profits after the metal hit a
fresh record high on the MCX.

During early trade, MCX gold futures for February
were trading 0.10 per cent higher at Rs 1,32,599 per
10 grams."MCX Gold has broken out to lifetime
highs, trading near Rs 1,32,776 inside a tightening
ascending wedge with firm support at Rs 1,31,400,"
analysts stated.The next resistance zone opens the
momentum leg toward Rs 1,34,000 and above," they
added.In contrast, MCX silver futures for March
were down 0.50 per cent at Rs 1,97,951 per kg.In the
previous session, silver had touched an all-time high
of Rs 1,98,814 per kg and ended the day with a strong
5.33 per cent gain at Rs 1,98,799.Gold February
futures also saw healthy buying, closing at Rs
1,32,469 per 10 grams after rising 2 per cent.Both
metals rallied after the US Federal Reserve cut its
benchmark interest rate by 25 basis points and hinted
at the possibility of another rate cut next year.The
dollar index also slipped to 98.30 -- making gold
cheaper for global buyers and boosting demand.At
the same time, the Indian rupee continued to remain at
its record low against the US dollar. The weaker
currency is supporting gold prices in the domestic
market.Investors are now waiting for key US data,
including inflation numbers and the non-farm
payrolls report due next week. These indicators will
help shape expectations around the Fed’s next policy
moves."The US Federal Reserve’s decision to cut key
interest rates by 25 bps to 3.50 per cent-3.75 per cent
amid persistent inflation has reinforced bullish
sentiment in precious metals," market watchers
stated.Lower rates reduce the opportunity cost of
holding non-yielding assets like gold and silver,
attracting fresh investment flows.With bullion
already at record highs, this policy shift adds
momentum to the rally, as investors seek safe-haven
assets amid economic uncertainty and inflationary
pressures," analysts mentioned.

NPS expands investment options: Now gold,
silver ETFs and Nifty 250 picks allowed

India's pension requlator
issues updated unified
investment rules for pension
schemes, introducing clearer
limits and a wider range of
asset classes.

other approved schemes.

AWIDER RANGE OF INVESTMENTS

One of the biggest changes is the inclusion
of gold and silver ETFs. This marks the
first time NPS schemes can take

New Delhi.(Agency)

The National Pension System (NPS) is set
to become more flexible and potentially
more rewarding after the pension
regulator opened the door to new
investment options. In a major update, the
Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA) has
allowed NPS, the Unified Pension
Scheme (UPS) and the Atal Pension
Yojana (APY) to invest in gold and silver
exchange-traded funds, the Nifty 250
index and select Alternative Investment

Funds.The changes were announced
through a new master circular issued on
December 10, 2025.The circular
replaces several older guidelines and
lays out fresh rules on how pension
money can be invested across equity,
debt, short-term instruments, ETFs and

exposure to precious metals, which are
often seen as a hedge during uncertain
times.The circular also allows
investments in the Nifty 250 index, giving

CLASSES
Government securities remain the mainstay
of NPS and APY portfolios, with a
maximum limit of 65%. This includes

pension funds access to a broader range of

companies beyond the largest firms in the
market. The circular further permits
limited investments in Category I and II
These
funds invest in areas such as start-ups,
infrastructure and other long-term
sectors, offering an additional source of

Alternative Investment Funds.

growth.

CLEAR LIMITS ON DIFFERENT ASSET

safe and stable assets.

Keys to new homes first, then redevelopment
begins: Pranav Adani on Dharavi plan

New Delhi.(Agency)
Pranav Adani, Managing Director of
Agro and Oil & Gas at the Adani
Group, outlined key details of the
ambitious Dharavi redevelopment
project during his first TV interview on
Agenda AajTak.He described the
initiative as one of the most significant
urban transformation projects
currently underway and addressed
major concerns around relocation and
rehabilitation.dani highlighted that the
company’s approach is to build new
homes for existing residents first and
hand over their house keys before any
redevelopment work begins on their
current settlements.First, we will build
your house, we will give you the keys,
you will move into the final house first,
and then only we will break your slum
and do theredevelopment," said Adani.
He mentioned that despite several past
attempts over the past four decades,
Dharavi’s redevelopment never moved
forward.This time, he said, the project
is finally progressing with a concrete
plan to build around 200,000 new
homes, ensuring residents are moved
into these units before any demolition

or redevelopment of old structures
begins.Under the government’s
rehabilitation policy, those who have
lived in Dharavi since before 2000 will
receive new homes within the
redevelopment area. Those who moved
in after 2000 will be offered alternative

housing options elsewhere in
Mumbai.Adani acknowledged that one
of the biggest fears among residents is
whether they will actually receive new
homes if they vacate their existing ones.
Reiterating the company’s
commitment, he said the keys to new
houses will be handed over before any
resident is asked to move, a step aimed
at building trust and avoiding forced

evictions.The redevelopment plan also
includes modern infrastructure,
improved connectivity, and a “multi-
model development” strategy. A
detailed blueprint is already in motion,
and work has begun on various
components of the project.Beyond
Dharavi, Adani spoke about
broader infrastructure needs in
Mumbai, including the
requirement for more airports to
match global city standards. He
also discussed the group’s
ongoing and upcoming projects in
states like Assam, where airport
and infrastructure development is
underway.He highlighted
business opportunities in Bihar as
well, praising the ambition of the
state’s youth. He pointed to
investments by the Adani Group in
areas such as smart meters and cement
manufacturing as part of a wider push
to support economic growth in the
state.On the subject of artificial
intelligence, Adani predicted that Al
will soon become deeply integrated
into daily life. Instead of reducing jobs,
hesaid.

Mexico to impose up to 50%
tariff on Indian exports

NEW DELHI.(Agency)
As India is still navigating ways to
recover from the US tariff heat, Mexico
has also slapped a steep tariff on several |
Indian items. Mexico's Congress has
approved a bill that seeks to impose
higher tariffs up to 50% on imports
from India, China, Brazil and several
other countries who are not having free
trade agreements with the country.The
tariff will take effect on January 1,
2026, after the lower house approves it.
The tariff will be imposed on items like
auto parts, light vehicles, plastic, toys,
textiles, furniture, footwear, clothing,
aluminium and glass. The proposed
tariffs will range from 5% to 50%. The
automobile sector is going to be the
worst-hit as Mexico is India's third-
largest car export market after South
Africa and Saudi Arabia. India’s total
export to Mexico stood at $5.7 billion

— P R

N

in 2024-25 with a trade surplus of $2.8
billion.India’s trade surplus with the
country has gone up by nearly 12 times
from 0.24 billion in 2020-21 to $2.87
billion in 2024-25. Mexico’s new
tariffs on Asian imports are broadly
aligning with US efforts to tighten
trade barriers against China, along with
other Asian nations. The Society of
IndianAutomobile Manufacturers, an
industry group that includes
representatives of car exporters like

VW, Hyundai and Suzuki among its
members, had previously urged
India’s commerce ministry in
November to press Mexico to
“maintain status quo” on tariffs for
vehicles shipped from India, Reuters
reported. Even export bodies like the
Engineering Exports Promotion
Council (EEPC) had written to
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal
asking him to begin talks with Mexico
on a potential FTA to mitigate the risk
of the US tariff.“We have also
proposed FTAs with key Latin
American countries such as Chile,
Peru, and Mexico to get duty-free
market access. This will also help us to
de-risk from the US,” Pankaj Chadha,
Chairman, EEPC India, had said. The
proposed bill by the Mexican
government also include textile sector
that could face high tariffs.

central and state government bonds, PSU
bonds and gilt mutual funds. The aim is to
keep a large portion of pension savings in

Corporate debt can make up to 45% of the
portfolio. This category includes well-
rated corporate bonds, Basel III
instruments, rupee-denominated bonds
from global institutions and bank

deposits. Strict credit rating requirements
are in place to ensure quality.

Equity investments are capped at 25%.
Pension funds can now invest in stocks
forming part of the Nifty 250 index,
along with select BSE stocks. Most
equity exposure must stay within
the top 200 companies by market
size.

STRONG RISK CONTROLS

To protect pension money, the
regulator has retained strict rules on
concentration. No single industry
can account for more than 15% of
total assets, and exposure to
individual companies is tightly
capped.

Similar limits apply to REITs and InvITs.

WHATITMEANS FOR SUBSCRIBERS

These changes are expected to make NPS
more balanced and future-ready. With
new options like gold, silver and a wider
equity basket, subscribers may benefit
from better long-term growth while still
enjoying strong risk control.

Inside the world of
India's ultra-rich: What
they buy, how they live

MUMBALI. (Agency)

India’s ultra-wealthy are reshaping luxury with
their tastes and spending habits shifting
noticeably since 2022, according to a report by
Kotak Private Banking.

The report gives detailed data revealing how their
preferences and spending patterns have evolved
in the last three years and reveals what the ultra-
wealthy value most in today’s luxury landscape.

ANEW UNDERSTANDING OF LUXURY

According to the report, luxury in India is no
longer only about owning expensive things.
Instead, the ultra-rich are choosing wellness,
experiences and curated living as the new
markers of status. With India’s luxury market
expected to touch $85 billion by 2030, the Kotak
Private Luxury Index (KPLI) acts as a useful
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guide for brands, investors and advisers trying to
understand this fast-changing world.The index
shows a steady rise in luxury prices, climbing
22% between 2022 and 2025. This works out to
an annual increase of 6.7%, driven by strong
demand across lifestyle and real estate
categories. WELLNESS TAKES CENTRE
STAGE

One of the most noticeable trends is the rise of
wellness retreats. Places like Amanbagh and
Ananda have become preferred escapes for the
ultra-rich, pushing the wellness category up
14.3% annually since 2022.Longevity, mental
balance and personalised therapies are becoming
central to how the wealthy choose to spend their
time and money.

EXPERIENCES OVER POSSESSIONS

Exclusive experiences, whether cruising through
Antarctica or dining at top global restaurants, are
now more valuable to many than physical assets.

This category has grown 11.6% each year since
2022, showing a clear preference for memories
rather than material items.

LUXURY REAL ESTATE AND FASHION
STAY STRONG

Branded residences equipped with smart
technology continue to be a status symbol, rising
10.8% annually.

Price Of LPG Cylinder In India Vs Pakistan, Sri Lanka,

In a written reply to a question
in the Lok Sabha, Petroleum
and Natural Gas Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri tabled data

showing the effective price of a
14.2 kg LPG cylinder in India.

—
New Delhi.(Agency)

The price of LPG for consumers in India is
much lower than in neighbouring
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal,
Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri informed the
Parliament on Thursday.

In a written reply to a question in the Lok
Sabha, the minister also tabled data
showing that the effective price of a 14.2
kg LPG cylinder as on November 1 this
year in India (Delhi) was Rs 553 for
PMUY beneficiaries, while in the case of
regular consumers, the price was Rs 853.
This is much lower than the prevailing

-

prices in neighbouring Pakistan (Lahore)
at Rs 902.20 per cylinder, Sri Lanka
(Colombo) at Rs 1,227.58 and Nepal
(Kathmandu) at Rs 1,205.72.India
imports about 60 per cent of its LPG
requirement, and accordingly, prices of
LPG in the country are linked to its prices
in the international market. While the
average Saudi CP (international

benchmark for LPG pricing) rose by 21
per cent from US$ 385/MT in July 2023 to
USS$ 466/MT in November 2025, the
prices of domestic LPG were reduced by
about 22 per cent from Rs. 1103 to Rs. 853
during this period, the minister said.He
said that for FY 2025-26, the government
is providing a targeted subsidy of Rs 300
per 14.2 kg cylinder for up to 9 refills of a

14.2 kg cylinder to the PMUY consumers.
For PMUY consumers, the effective price
for domestic LPG has been reduced by
about 39 per cent from Rs 903 in August
2023 toRs 553 in November 2025.

As a result of various steps taken by the
government to improve the affordability
of domestic LPG for PMUY consumers,
per connection consumption of PMUY
beneficiaries (in terms of the number of
14.2 kg LPG cylinder refills taken per
year) has increased from 3.68 (FY 2021-
22)t04.47inFY 2024-25.

In order to provide more LPG for cooking in
rural and remote areas, oil marketing
companies (OMCs) have commissioned
8,017 distributorships, from April 1,
2016, to October 31, 2025, across the
country, out of which 7,420 (i.e. 93 per
cent) are catering to rural areas. As of
November 1 this year, there are a total of
25,587 LPG distributorships across the
country. These are served through 214
LPG bottling plants of OMCs located
across the country. As a result of these
efforts, LPG coverage in the country has
improved from 62 per cent in April 2016
to near saturation now, the minister
added.

Nepal: How Much Do Customers Have To Pay
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Gome June, Delhi University's Veer Savarkar
Gollege to start ops. What will It offer?

The last time that DU had set up a new college was in 1995, when Bhaskaracharya College of Applied Sciences had
been established, funded by the Delhi government.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Undergraduate programmes in Artificial
Intelligence (Al and Machine Learning
(ML), Data Science, Entrepreneurship and
Development: these are the three industry-
aligned courses that Delhi University’s
Veer Savarkar College— the varsity’s first
new college in three decades—located in

South West Delhi’s Najafgarh is set to offer Admissions to the college were origmally

in the next academic year, The Indian
Express has leamnt.

While the B.Sc (Hons) in Data Science and
B.S¢ (Hons) in Al and ML programmes
will offer 120 seats each, the student
capacity for the BBA in Entrepreneurship
and Development degree will be limited to

around 60 teaching posts for the new
institution has reached the final stage of
approval, an official familiar with the
process said. “The construction of the
college is about 30% completed and will
be ready to open in June 2026, before the
next academic cycle begins,” the official
added.

approv.

slated to begm this summer, following a
March announcement by Vice-Chancellor
Yogesh Singh during DU’s 92nd annual
court meeting. During that meeting, he had
said that the institution would start
enrolling students in the 2025-26
academic session.However, procedural
holdups stalled the admission process.

60 seats. Meanwhile, a proposal to create

Atter crackdown on gangs
extorting traffic cops in Delhi,
Special (P asks officers to
report blackmail attempts

New Delhi.(Agency)

In the wake of police busting two gangs involved in
extorting traffic police personnel, Special
Commissioner of Police (Traffic) Neeraj Thakur has
encouraged officers to report blackmail attempts by
individuals.

To this effect, the Special CP has instructed the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Traffic) to hold Sampark
Sabhas—formal meetings led by senior police
officers to address the grievances of junior
personnel—to motivate officers to come forward and
report any attempts to extortmoney from them.

These instructions were issued during a meeting
chaired by Special CP Thalur on December 4.

On Wednesday, the police said that they had arrested
five men in connection with the syndicate, adding that
the two gangs had acquired crores of rupees from
commercial vehicle drivers and by blackmailing
traffic police personnel. The first arrests in the case
were made in the last week of November.

The probe revealed that the accused were actively
running parallel systems. One gang sold fake stickers
to commercial vehicle drivers for Rs 2,000 to Rs
3,000 per month to bypass entry-point restrictions,
while another extorfed money from traffic police
personnel by fabricating videos of them performing
their duties.

According to police, officers are also probing the role
of some Traffic Inspectors (TIs) who allegedly
assisted the gang and even took a share of the extorted
money. The meeting also included discussions on
ensuring minimum inconvenience to the general
public during VIP movements. The Special CP
directed that traffic should be halted only for the
minimum duration necessary for security
arrangements.

Delhi’s school fee law kicks in:
3 tier-system in place, parents
can file complaints with 15%
hacking

New Delhi.(Agency)

Four months after the Delhi Assembly passed the Delhi
School Education (Transparency in Fixation and
Regulation of Fees) Bill, 2023, to regulate fees in private
schools amid protests by parents over arbitrary hikes, the
Delhi government officially notified the Act on
Wednesday with Lieutenant-Governor V K Saxena
issuing the Gazette notification, The Indian Express has
learnt.

At the centre of the new regime is a three-tier committee
structure —a School-level Fee Regulation Committee, the
District Fee Appellate Committee, and the Revision
Committee. Another key aspect of the Act is that a
complaint to the District-level Committee must be backed
by at least 15% of the affected parents. The Act makes
parents a part of the decision-making process.

However, parent associations had previously raised
concerns over the 15% threshold, arguing that it may be
difficult to mobilise support, but the mechanism remains
infact in the notified rules and now has a codified appeal
format and scrutiny process.

Under the new Act, “private unaided recognised schools are
strictly prohibited from collecting any fees that are not
explicitly defined and sanctioned”. The Act brings under
its ambit over 1,500 private unaided schools in the Capital
afteryears of protests by parents.

“All permissible fees must be itemised and disclosed as
distinet components,” reads Chapter LI of the Act, which
categorically prohibits the collection of “excess fee”. The
defined fee heads include admission charges, registration
charges, security deposit— all of which are non-recurring
charges.

Tuition fees have been defined to include “standard
establishment costs and expenditures directly related to
curricular activities”. It cannot be used to recover capital
expenditure, including investments for infrastructure
development or any other non-revenue generating assets,
according to the Act. Apart from this, term fees, annual
charges and development fees have also been defined
under the Act.

als from the Ministry of Education

and the Ministry of Finance were still
pending, eventually delaying the progress
on faculty recruitment and academic
planning.

By August, senior DU officials told thatkey The last time that DU had set up a new

college was in 1995, when
Bhaskaracharya College of Applied
Sciences had been established, funded by
the Delhi government.

As per aDU statement issued in March, Veer

Savarkar College at Roshanpura village in
Najafgarh is set to be developed at a cost of
Rs 140 crore.

The college will have 24 classrooms, eight

tutorial rooms, 40 faculty offices, as well
as department libraries, conference
facilities, and a canteen, spread over a
built-up area of 18,816.56 sq m. It will
reserve two seats in each course for
applicants from Roshanpura village,
which had donated land for the college.

One seat will be reserved for women.

In January, Prime Minister Narendra Modi

had laid the foundation stone for Veer
Savarkar College, alongside two other
major infrastructure projects for the varsity
— a new campus in Surajmal Vihar and
another in Dwarka. Together, these
projects represented a combined
investment of over Rs 600 crore, intended
to modemise and expand DU’s academic
footprint. The Eastern Campus in Surajmal
Vihar, spanning 15.25 acres, will cost Rs
373 crore and house programmes such as
LLB, LLM, and multi-disciplinary
courses. Facilities will include modern
classrooms, moot courts, computer labs,
and cafeterias.

Birth to death services under one roof: How Delhi’s
expansion to 13 districts makes citizen lives easier

Under the new plan, the city gets three new districts — Quter North, Central
North and Old Delhi. Meanwhile, areas under Shahdara district have been

redistributed in Northeast and East districts.

New Delhi.(Agency)

In a major overhaul, the Delhi
government has approved a revamp
of the Capital’s administrative
structure, reorganising its 11 revenue T
districts into 13 with an aim to
improve coordination and speed up
delivery of public services. The new
districts will be aligned with the
city’s 12 municipal zones, along with
the New Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NDMC) and Delhi
Cantonment Board.

The move aims to enhance ease of
living for citizens with an increase in
the number of sub-divisional and T
sub-registrar offices as well as
establish mini secretariats in all the
districts. “This reform will
significantly speed up delivery of
public services, and ensure seamless
coordination for land records,

property registration, civic services,
and grievance redressal for citizens,”
a spokesperson for the Delhi
government said.

he Capital currently has 11 revenue
districts, headed by respective
district magistrates, while the city is
divided into 12 MCD zones, led by
respective  deputy commissioners.
Under the new plan, the city gets
three new districts — Outer Noith,
Central North and Old Delhi.
Meanwhile, areas under Shahdara
district have been redistributed in
Northeast and East districts.

he gazette notification for the
redrawing of boundaries will be
issued within 15 days and the
reorganisation will be completed by
the end of this month, said officials.
The government has sanctioned a
budget of Rs 25 crore for the move.

Ease of living in focus, Delhi now has
13 districts in major revamp

CM Rekha Gupta termed the decision
as a “historic” step towards adapting
Delhi’s administrative system to the
requirements of the 21st century.
Gupta added that in a metropolis like
Delhi, smaller, balanced, and
administratively empowered districts
are necessary for improved
coordination of services, faster
grievance redressal, and effective
monitoring.

All of these districts will also have a
mini secretariat, where citizens will
be able to access namerous services
such as revenue offices, and sub-
registrar offices at a single location.
The number of sub-divisions have
also been increased from existing 33
to 39 and sub-registrar offices
increased from 22 to 39.

Gangster Lagarpuria, aide convicted under MCOCA

New Delhi.(Agency)

Notorious gangster Vikas Lagarpuria
and his associate Dhirpal have been

under Section 4 (punishment for
possessing unaccountable wealth on
behalf of a member of an organised

murder, extortion, robbery, house
trespass, and criminal intimidation
etc registered at wvarious police

convicted under the stringent
Maharashtra Control of g
Organised Crime Act L
(MCOCA) act for running e
an organised crime
syndicate— nearly a decade
after they were first booked
for the same. The judgment
was announced on
Wednesday by Additional
Sessions Judge Vandana
Jainin Dwarka court.

In an order dated December
10, the court said, “..both
the accused persons
namely Vikas Gulia alias
Vikas Lagarpuria and
Dhirpal alias Kana are convicted
under Section3 of MCOCA.

However, the court acquitted the duo

Lagarpuria, known as the leader of the
Vikas Lagarpuria gang, is involved in
as many as 18 criminal cases
including that of murder, attempt to

crime syndicate) of MCOCA.

L
r-

stations at Delhi and Haryana.
. The first case against him was

lodged in 2012 at Chawla
police station. The same
year, Vikas was booked
under Section 3 (punishment
for organised crime) of
MCOCA at Nazafgarh
police station.

Lagarpuria was arrested by the
Delhi Police in 2022, after
absconding for years in
Dubai. Langapuriya was
also involved in the 2021 Rs
30 crore heist at the offices
of Alpha G Corp
Management Services in

Sector 84 in Gurgaon. He is currently
lodged in Mandoli jail while Dhirpal
stays in Rohini jail.

Persian carvings, Kashimiri
woodwork: Delhi to get its

very own houseboat along

Yamuna

New Delhi.(Agency)
Ahouseboatin Delhi along Yamuna?

Residents may soon have an option to host
meetings, conferences and small dining events
in the heart of the city in a houseboat, typically
found in Kerala and Jammu and Kashmir, with
the DDA preparing to float tenders for a new
convention centre at Baansera Park, a
spokesperson for the Lieutenant Governor’s
Office said.

“The ambitious project is a part of initiatives
undertaken by L-G VK Saxena, who has been
pushing for development of the Yamuna
floodplain as a public space for citizens to bring
the people closer to the river, in the process,
making them direct stakeholders in its cleaning
and rejuvenation,” the spokesperson said.

The structure, though desighed like a houseboat,
will be permanently fixed to the ground and will
not float. The houseboat convention centre will
be made of biodegradable timber and will not
use concrete or steel. This is to ensure
sustainability along the Yamuna floodplain.

The facility is expected to offer a meeting space
for 15-20 people, areception area with a waiting
lounge, dining space with an attached pantry,
gallery space, and interiors that match
Kashmiri-style woodwork, including carved jail
patterns and railings. The DDA expects the
structure to have a lifespan of about 50 vears, the
spokesperson said. The DDA expects the work
to be completed within 180 days of awarding the
contract, with the planned completion timeline
falling between May and June next year.

At roughly @ m high, the houseboat will have
multiple levels, including lower, ground, middle
and upper decks. The spokesperson said the base
will use deodar wood, while the superstructure
will be made of cedar featuring walnut carvings.
Interior wall panels and ceilings will use chinar
wood. “The idea is to create a structure cratted
by master artisans, with detailing inspired by
traditional Kashmiri woodwork,” the
spokesperson added.

According to the project details shared by the L-
G's Office, the houseboat will be located near
the existing eatery at Baansera. All visible
elements-including railings, columns, Mehrab
arches and external panels-will feature Persian-
style carvings. Windows will be made of cedar
wood with carved sash designs fitted with glass
panes. Each piece of timber will be seasoned to
avoid warping, and natural resin or suitable all-
weather sealants will be used to ensure structural
longevity.

Akhlaqg lynching case: Court to now hear UP govt’s
petition to drop charges against accused on Dec 18

The defendant lawyer, Yusuf Saifi, told the court that he wanted to file an

New Delhi.(Agency)

A fast-track court in Surajpur will now
hear on December 18 the Uttar Pradesh
government’s application to withdraw
charges against all 19 accused in the 2015
lynching of Mohammad Akhlaq after the
prosecution’s lawyer sought to argue the
case.

Nearly a decade ago, Akhlaq (50) was
lynched by a mob over ramours of alleged
cow slanghter and storing its meat at his
home in Dadri’s Bisada village.

The court had reserved the case for
December 12 after the government moved
the application to withdraw prosecution
against the accused.

On Friday, the defendant lawyer, Yusuf
Saifi, told the court that he wanted to file
an objection to the UP government’s
application for withdrawal.

Speaking to The Indian Express, Saifi
said, “We submitted an application for
more time and now the matter is listed for

objection to the govt’s application

December 18.”

On September 28, 2015, a mob gathered December 23, 2015, before the magistrate

outside Akhlag’s house after an court in Surajpur, naming 15 people,
including a minor, in connection with the

ammouncement from the village
temple alleged that he had
slaughtered a cow. Akhlaq and
his son Danish, who fried fo
intervene, were dragged out of
their home and assaulted until
they fell unconscious.

Akhlaq later died at a Noida
hospital, while Danish survived
after suffering severe head
injuries and undergoing major
SUrgery.

Police had registered an FIR at
Jarcha police station under IPC
sections 302 (murder), 307
(attempt to murder), 147
(rioting), 148 (rioting with deadly
weapon), 149 (unlawful assembly), 323
(assault), 304 (intentional insult to disturb
peace), among others, based on a
comiplaint by Akhlaq’s wife, [kraman.

Police filed the chargesheet on

subsequently transferred to the fast-track
court in April 2016. The statement of
Alkhlaq’s daughter, Shaista, was recorded
on August 3, 2016, during the evidence
stage ofthe trial.

On October 15, this year, the UP
government filed an application
under Section 321 of the Criminal
Procedure Code seeking to
withdraw all charges against the
accused, citing changes in witness
statements and evidentiary issues.

The application by Brajesh
Kumar Mishra, Joint Director
Prosecution, Gautam Buddh
Nagar, secking to withdraw the
case read: “Both the complainants
and the accused are residents of the
same village, Bisada... Despite

lynching. However, the chargesheet did
not specifically mention beef, as the final
forensic report was not available at the
time. The case was taken up by the
sessions court on February 9, 2016, and

that, the complainant (Akhlaq’s
wife) and other witnesses (Akhlaq’s son
and daughter) have changed the number
ofaccused in their statements.”
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Bangladesh's ex-PM Khaleda Zia placed
on ventilator support: Doctors

but this is the first time the medical
board has issued a statement
detailing her condition.In its
statement, the board urged people
not to circulate speculation or
misinformation about Zia's
condition and to respect her privacy
and dignity."Our medical team is
working with the highest level of
care, attention and sincerity."Zia
was hospitalised on November 23
after she developed a chest
infection that affected both her
heart and lungs, and four days later,
she was shifted to the coronary care
unit (CCU) after several of her
health complications worsened.She was
scheduled to be flown to London last week
with the medical board's consent but her
scheduled departure was delayed as an air
ambulance offered by Qatar could not reach
Dhaka.The doctors later decided the former
premier should receive continued treatment
at the Evercare Hospital until she was

Afghan polio survivor's sock
factory provides hope by
employing disabled workers

HERAT. (Agency)

In a tiny room in the center of Herat, Afghanistan’s
westernmost city, Shahabuddin uses his hands to
propel himself along the floor to a freshly-made pile
of socks waiting to be sorted and packaged.A double
amputee since a roadside bomb took both his legs a
decade ago, when Afghanistan was mired in conflict
between U.S.-led forces and Taliban insurgents, the
36-year-old father of four had struggled to find work.
Unemployed for the last decade, he had been forced
to rely on relatives for his family’s survival.But a
new sock production workshop in Herat employing
only disabled workers has given him new hope.“I
became disabled due to the explosion. Both my legs
were amputated,” Shahabuddin, who like many
Afghans goes by only one name, said during a brief
pause in his work in early December. “Now I work
here in a sock factory, and I am very happy that T have
been given a job here.”The workshop is the
brainchild of Mohammad Amiri, 35, a former
grocery shop worker who started the business about a
month ago. Amiri, himself disabled by childhood
polio, wanted to create jobs and help provide income
for other people with disabilities, particularly as

on elective ventilator support to -
give rest to her lungs and other
vital organs."The Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP)
chairperson has been
undergoing treatment at
Dhaka's Evercare Hospital
since November 23 for multiple
health complications.The
statement said the three-time
premier was kept under round-
the-clock medical watch by a
team of local and foreign
specialists, as several of her
vital organs continue to be
under severe stress.Her kidney
function has stopped completely, and she is
undergoing regular dialysis," the board said,
adding she currently needed blood
transfusions.The board detected problems in
her "aortic valve" as well."As her fever
persisted and echocardiography showed
issues in the aortic valve, a Transoesophageal
Echocardiogram (TEE) was performed. It

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) chairperson has
been undergoing treatment at
Dhaka's Evercare Hospital since
November 23 for multiple health

complications.

DHAKA . (Agency)

Former Bangladesh prime minister Khaleda
Zia's health condition has deteriorated and
she was placed on ventilator support, doctors
said."Her breathing difficulties increased,
her oxygen level fell, and carbon dioxide
levels rose," according to a statement on
Thursday by the chief of the medical board
cardiologist Shahabuddin Talukdar.

It said the 80-year-old former premier was
previously being treated with High Flow

infection of the heart valve. Treatment for this
has been started according to international
guidelines," the statement read.It said that on
November 27, the doctors detected her "acute
pancreatitis" while Zia was being
administered high-quality anti-biotic and
anti-fungal drugs for "severe infections".Her
personal physician and BNP standing
committee member AZM Zahid Hossain has

many of them were injured during the conflict and
have no other means of income.He teamed up with
another polio survivor to start the sock factory with a
workforce of men disabled either through traumatic
injuries or because of congenital issues or other
reasons. They make four types of socks: long and
short, for winter and summer.“The factory, which is
funded and supported by people with disabilities,
began operations last month and currently employs
around 50 people with disabilities,” Amiri said.
“They are busy in the production, packaging and sale
of socks in the city.”A combination of decades of
conflict, a weak health care system and struggling
economy have contributed to high levels of disability
in Afghanistan. Data from a 2019 Model Disability
Survey conducted by The Asia Foundation nonprofit
organization indicates that nearly 25% of adults live
with a mild disability, while 40% have moderate and
about 14% have severe disabilities.

Hong Kong's pro-democracy
media tycoon Jimmy Lai's
national security trial
verdict on December 15

HONG KONG:(Agency)

Hong Kong pro-democracy media tycoon Jimmy Lai
will receive the verdict in his national security trial
onDecember 15, a court website showed.

Lai, who turned 78 this week, is charged with foreign
collusion under Hong Kong's national security law,
which Beijing imposed following huge and
sometimes violent pro-democracy protests in 2019.

The founder of the Apple Daily newspaper has been
behind bars since late 2020, reportedly in solitary
confinement, with Western nations and rights groups
calling for his release.Lai's case is scheduled for a
60-minute hearing "for verdict" before a three-judge
panel at 10 am (0200 GMT) on Monday, according
to a court diary item seen on Friday.Aside from the
collusion offence -- which could land him in prison
for life -- Lai is also charged with "seditious
publication", with prosecutors citing 161 items
including op-eds with Lai's byline.Hong Kong
authorities have repeatedly rejected criticism related
to Lai, saying that his case was "handled strictly on
the basis of evidence and in accordance with the law".

During his trial, which began in December 2023, Lai
denied calling for sanctions against China and Hong
Kong as a whole and said he never advocated
separatism or violent resistance."The core values of
Apple Daily are actually the core values of the
people of Hong Kong... (including) rule of law,
freedom, pursuit of democracy, freedom of speech,
freedom of religion, freedom of assembly," Lai said
in his testimony.Lai is a British citizen, and his son
Sebastien voiced new concerns last week over the
mogul's health.

"1 H-1B Worker Equals 10
lllegal Aliens": US Pollster's
"De-Indianise” Call

World . (Agency)

Mark Mitchell, a leading US commentator and pollster,
stirred a row after suggesting that major US firms
should "de-Indianise" themselves. He said he wants
to launch a consultancy to help corporations with the
process. His remarks, posted on X, have sparked

Nasal Cannula and BiPAP support, but as
there was no improvement, she was placed

confirmed infective endocarditis, a serious

Jupan issues tsunami advisory after 6.7
magnitude quake in country's northeast

KATHMANDU . (Agency)
Japan on Friday issued a tsunami
advisory after a 6.7 magnitude
earthquake shook the country’s
northeast, according to the Japan
Meteorological Agency.The quake
occurred off the east coast of
Aomori prefecture, in the north of

coastal communities.At least 34
people were injured in that quake on

Honshu, the main Japanese island, =5

at a depth of 20 kilometers (12.4
miles) at 11:44 a.m. local time,
JMA said.The Pacific coast of
Hokkaido, Aomori, Iwate and
Miyagi prefectures could see a }
tsunami of up to 1 meter (3.2 feet), °
the agency added.Damage and
injuries weren’t immediately clear.An
advisory is a lower level of caution
than a warning.

Friday’s quake followed a 7.5 magnitude
earthquake earlier this week in the
north that caused injuries, light
damage and a tsunami in Pacific

Monday off the coast of Aomori, the
northernmost prefecture of Japan’s
main Honshu island.

A tsunami more than 2 feet (0.6 meters)
above tide levels was measured in Kuji
port in Iwate prefecture before all
tsunami advisories were lifted. Power
was knocked out for hundreds of

homes but was mostly restored

Tuesday morning.

Authorities had warned of
possible aftershocks.Officials
said after Monday's quake there
was also a slight increase in risk
of a magnitude 8-level quake
and possible tsunami occurring
along Japan’s northeastern
coast from Chiba, just east of

 Tokyo, to Hokkaido.

& Theagency urged residents in 182

municipalities in the area to

monitor their emergency

preparedness in the coming

week, reminding them that the
caution is not a prediction of a big one.

The quakes occurred in the coastal
region, where a magnitude 9.0 quake
and tsunami in 2011 killed nearly
20,000 people and destroyed the
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power
plant.

Myanmar military strikes a hospital in a rebel-
controlled area, killing 34 and injuring 80 people

BANGKOK .(Agency)
An airstrike by Myanmar ’s military
destroyed a hospital in an area
controlled by a leading rebel armed
force, killing 34 patients and medical
staff, according to a rescue worker and
independent media reports
Thursday.About 80 other people were
injured in the attack Wednesday night
on the general hospital in Mrauk-U
township, an area controlled by the
ethnic Arakan Army in the western
state of Rakhine.The military, which
took over Myanmar's government in
2021 and has been fighting ethnic
militias and armed resistance forces
since then, has not mentioned any
attack in the area.Wai Hun Aung, a
senior official for rescue services in
Rakhine, told The Associated Press
that a jet fighter dropped two bombs at
9:13 p.m. with one hitting the
hospital’s recovery ward and the other
landing near the hospital’s main
building.He said he arrived at the
hospital early Thursday to provide
assistance and recorded the deaths of
17 women and 17 men. He said that
most of the hospital building was

destroyed by the bombs, and taxis and
motorbikes near the hospital were also
damaged.Rakhine-based online media
posted photos and videos showing
damaged buildings and debris

including medical equipment.The
hospital has been the main source of
health care for people in Rakhine,
where most hospitals have closed
because of Myanmar’s civil war, said
Wai Hun Aung.It was reopened after
doctors gathered in Mrauk-U to
provide much-needed medical
services.Mrauk-U, located 530
kilometers (326 miles) northwest of
Yangon, the country’s largest city, was
captured by the Arakan Army in

February 2024.The Arakan Army is
the well-trained and well-armed
military wing of the Rakhine ethnic
minority movement, which seeks
autonomy from Myanmar’s central
government. It began its offensive in
Rakhine in November 2023 and has
seized a strategically important
regional army headquarters and 14 of
Rakhine’s 17 townships.Rakhine,
formerly known as Arakan, was the
site of a brutal army
counterinsurgency operation in 2017
that drove about 740,000 minority
Rohingya Muslims to seek safety
across the border in Bangladesh.
There is still ethnic tension between
the Buddhist Rakhine and the
Rohingya.

Myanmar's shadow National Unity
Government, established by elected
lawmakers who were barred from
taking their seats in 2021, condemned
the airstrike.The organization urged
the international community to
pressure the military to end its actions,
take action against perpetrators and
provide humanitarian assistance as
soon as possible.

briefed the media on her health several times,

deemed fit for the flight.

Thailand's Parliament
dissolved ahead of new
elections early next year

BANGKOK . (Agency)

Thailand’s Parliament was dissolved Friday for new

elections early next year in a country engaged in
deadly fighting with Cambodia.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul dissolved the

House of Representatives after getting approval from
King Maha Vajiralongkorn, whose endorsement
became effective Friday with its publication in the
Royal Gazette.Anutin had signaled the move with a
Facebook post late Thursday saying: “I’d like to return
power to the people.”The election must be held 45 to
60 days after the royal endorsement, a period during
which Anutin will head a caretaker government with
limited powers that cannot approve a new budget.

His action comes at a tricky political moment, as

Thailand is engaged in large-scale combat with
Cambodia over long-disputed border claims. About
two dozen people were reported killed in the fighting
this week, while hundreds of thousands have been
displaced on both sides.Anutin has been prime
minister for just three months, succeeding Pactongtarn
Shinawatra, who served only a year in office.

Anutin won the September vote in Parliament with

support from the main opposition People’s Party in
exchange for a promise to dissolve Parliament within
four months and organize a referendum on the drafting
of a new constitution by an elected constituent
assembly,The party, which runs on progressive
platforms, has long sought changes to the constitution,
imposed during a military government, saying they
want to make it more democratic.The issue of
constitutional change appeared to trigger the
dissolution, after the People’s Party prepared to call a
no-confidence vote Thursday. That threat came after
lawmakers from Anutin’s Bhumjaithai Party voted in
favor of a bill to amend the constitution that the
opposition party felt ran against the spirit of the
agreement they had reached in September.

The People's Party holds the largest number of seats in

the House of Representatives and is seen as the main
challenger to Bhumjaithai. As news of the pending
dissolution circulated late Thursday, its leaders said
they hoped Anutin would still honor the agreement to
arrange a constitutional referendum.Anutin had
served in Paetongtarn’s former government but
resigned from his positions and withdrew his party
from her coalition government in June in the wake ofa
political scandal related to border tensions with
Cambodia.Pactongtarn, daughter of former Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, was suspended from
office in early July after being found guilty of ethics
violations over a politically compromising phone call
with Cambodia’s Senate President Hun Sen ahead of
July’s armed conflict.

China's new 'condom tax' draws skepticism
and worries over health risks

SURIN. (Agency)
China will soon start collecting a value-

huge fines and other penalties and
sometimes with forced abortions. In some

As deaths have outpaced births in China,
India overtook it as the world's most

logical,” said Yi Fuxian, a senior scientist at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

social media discussion about the role of Indian
professionals in America's technology sector.

"I have never in my life wanted anything more than this:
to build a new corporate consultancy helping major
firms de-Indianise," Mitchell posted.

The statement came days after Mitchell, the head
pollster at Rasmussen Reports, criticised the growing
number of Indian professionals in the United States
under the H-1B visa programme during a podcast.

Attack On H-1B VisaSpeaking at 'The War Room'
podcast with Stephen Bannon, Mitchell hit out at
Indian dominance in the H-1B visa programme and
said sending back a senior H-1B developer working
at top firms like Apple was economically the same as
deporting ten illegal aliens."But for every single H-
1B, you know, senior developer at Apple that we send
back, that's the equivalent economically, probably, of
deporting ten illegal aliens. So, I don't know why we
didn't do that yesterday. And the idea, yes, a lot of
these people are entry level, but a lot of them are
making a tonne of money," he said in the podcast
released on December 8.The American pollster
claimed 12 million American tech workers were left
jobless because the "foreign-born workforce" has
'indificated' Silicon Valley.

added tax on contraceptive drugs and
products for the first time in over three
decades, a move aligned with Beijing’s
effort to get families to have more children
after decades of limiting most to one child.

“Contraceptive drugs and products” will not

be tax-exempt as of Jan. 1, according to the
country's newest value-added tax law.
Products such as condoms will be subject
to the usual 13% value-added tax imposed
on most products.While state-run news
outlets have not widely highlighted the
change, it has been trending on Chinese
social media, drawing ridicule among
people who joked they'd have to be fools
not to know that raising a child is more
expensive than using condoms, even if they
are taxed.More seriously, experts are
raising concerns over potential increases in
unplanned pregnancies and sexually
transmitted diseases due to higher costs for
contraceptives.The ruling Communist
Party’s past "one-child" policy was
enforced from about 1980 until 2015 with

cases, children born over the limit were
deprived of an identification number,
effectively making them non-citizens. The
government raised the birth limit to two
children in 2015. As China’s population
began to peak and then fall, it was lifted to
three children in 2021. Contraception has
been actively encouraged and -easily
accessed, even for free.“That’s a really
ruthless mve,” said Hu Lingling, mother of
a 5-year-old who said she is determined
not to have another child. She said she
would “lead the way in abstinence” as a
rebel.“It is also hilarious, especially
compared to forced abortions during the
family planning era,” she said.

In 2024, 9.5 million babies were born in

China, about one-third fewer than the 14.7
million born in 2019, according to the
National Bureau of Statistics. That's
despite a higher-than-usual birth rate
driven by a traditional preference to give
birth in the Year of the Dragon, according to
Chinese astrology.

populous country in 2023.The effect of the “They used to control the population, but now

tax "on encouraging higher fertility will be
very limited. For couples who do not want
children or do not want additional children,
a 13% tax on contraceptives is unlikely to
influence their reproductive decisions,
especially when weighed against the far
higher costs of raising a child,” said Qian
Cai, director of the Demographics
Research Group at the University of
Virginia.Still, imposing the tax is “only

they are encouraging people to have more
babies; it is a return to normal methods to
make these products ordinary
commodities,” Yi said.As is true in most
places, most responsibility for birth
control in China falls to women. Condoms
are used by only 9% of couples, with
44.2% using intrauterine devices and
30.5% female sterilization, followed by
4.7% male sterilization, according to
research released by Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation in 2022.
The rest use the pill or other methods.Given
the authorities' longstanding invasive
approach to their personal lives and bodies,
some women are offended by the
authorities' effort to again influence their
personal choices about childbearing.“It is a
disciplinary tactic, a management of
women's bodies and my sexual desire," said
Zou Xuan, a 32-year-old teacher in
Pingxiang in China's southern province of
Jiangxi.
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Idolising Virat Kohli, Nikhil
Chaudhary dreams IPL stint
with RCB legend

NEW DELHI . (Agency)

When Nikhil Chaudhary walked onto the field
for Punjab in 2017, Virat Kohli was at the
height of his powers, dominating cricket
across all formats. Nine years on, while Kohli
approaches the twilight of his illustrious
career, Chaudhary’s journey has taken a very
different trajectory—one that has led him far
from India, to anew life in Australia.

For Chaudhary, Kohli has always been more
than just a cricketer—he’s an idol. And now,
in a twist of fate, there’s a chance he could
line up alongside him in the upcoming Indian
Premier League (IPL). Registered as a local
player in the mini-auction, the 29-year-old
dreams not just of an IPL contract but of
sharing a dressing room with his childhood
hero.The story of how Chaudhary landed in
Australia is almost cinematic. In 2020, a
simple visit to relatives became an
unexpected turning point. Stranded due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, he found himself
staying longer than planned—and gradually,
he made Australia his home. From
representing Tasmania to pulling on the
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jersey of the Hobart Hurricanes in the Big
Bash League, Chaudhary has carved a niche
for himself far from the land of his birth.

But success didn’t come overnight.
Chaudhary’s early days in Australia were a
grind. He delivered letters for Australia Post,
drove for Uber, and even chopped vegetables
in a Brisbane restaurant before his cricketing
break arrived. The contrast with his early
career in Punjab—sharing dressing rooms
with Abhishek Sharma and Arshdeep
Singh—couldn’t have been starker.Now,
with 20 BBL matches and stints in the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy to his name, Chaudhary
is ready for the next step. The 2025-26 season
could be the one where he stakes a claim in
first-class cricket. In the ongoing Sheffield
Shield, he has already amassed 367 runs at an
average of 45.87, including a stunning 163
against New South Wales that has caught the
eyes of selectors.And he’s more than just a
batter—his leg-spin has yielded a first-class
five-wicket haul, adding another dimension
to his game.India Today Digital caught up
with Chaudhary recently.

Is Gautam Gambhir's fixation

on Shubman Gill threatening
India's T20 World Cup defence

New Delhi. (Agency)

For months now, the most animated debate
around India’s T20I setup has centered on
one deceptively simple question: who
should open with Abhishek Sharma? The
left-hander has sealed his spot with
commanding form and unwavering intent,
yet the identity of his partner remains a point
ofnational contention. As things stand, vice-
captain Shubman Gill continues to be the
preferred choice, even as Sanju Samson, the
man with three T20I hundreds in 2024,
watches from the periphery.

To understand how head coach Gautam
Gambhir has arrived at this decision, one
might need more than selectorial instinct;
perhaps an algebraic equation would
explain why he remains wedded to an out-

of-form opener less than two months before
a World Cup. The Gill question has loomed
large over Indian cricket since the summer,
yet Gambhir has shown little inclination to
entertain the logic or statistics that stand
firmly against his chosen man.Samson’s
case is straightforward and compelling. Not
many players produce three T20I centuries
across an entire career, and Samson did it in
a single year. His synergy with Abhishek at
the top was one of India’s most exciting
developments in 2024. But come the 2025
Asia Cup, he found himself displaced,
pushed down to the lower middle order, and
eventually benched. None of those roles
suits his game or reflects the kind of form he
has shown.

Gill’s slump raises hard questions

Gill, meanwhile, has retained his place
without producing the returns that justify
such unwavering support. Thursday’s
golden duck against South Africa in
Mullanpur was the latest addition to an
uncomfortable pattern. He now has no fifty
in his last 17 T20I innings. His struggles
against Lungi Ngidi only deepened the
sense of concern, as he has now been
dismissed twice in three balls across the
series.

Bazball is great, but England go too
far with it sometimes: David Willey

David Willey believes England's
Bazball approach is innovative but
warns that players must adapt to
situations, especially as England
trail Australia 0-2 in the Ashes.
Willey highlights missed
opportunities and calls for
accountability and refinement in
England's strategy.

BRISBANE. (Agency)
Former England international and current
Dubai Capitals all rounder David Willey has
called for a more measured approach to
England's Bazball style, warning that while
the aggressive brand of cricket has been
transformative, it can overshadow crucial
match situations if not tempered. England
currently trail Australia 0-2 in the five-match
Ashes Test series, with both defeats exposing
moments where game management may

have faltered.Willey acknowledged the
excitement Bazball has brought to English
cricket but stressed the need for players to
adapt to the flow of the match. He noted that
Ben Stokes has recognised this and expects
the team to refine their approach for the rest
of the series."l think the term 'Bazball' is
something that's been used more by the
media than the players themselves. They're
trying to impact the game, but I have my
reservations about maybe going too far that
way and not taking accountability for when
the game dictates something else. The way
Stokes talked about it, he's really highlighted

that. I've no doubt they'll be trying to refine
that and put that right for the remainder of the
series," Willey was quoted as saying by
ANI.England's aggressive intent was evident
during the Ashes, where they suffered
consecutive eight-wicket defeats. In the first
Test at Perth, England appeared steady at 76-
3, only to lose seven wickets for 88 runs and
be dismissed for 164.Willey said England
missed crucial moments in both Tests, and
better batting in key situations could have
changed the outcomes. He believes the team
needs to recognise when to absorb pressure
instead of always playing aggressively.

Teenagers set Finnish foothall stadium
ablaze after club suffers relegation

New Delhi. (Agency)
A shocking fire at FC Haka’s historic
Tehtaan kenttd stadium has left one of
Finland’s oldest football venues severely
damaged, just weeks after the club was
relegated from the country's top
league, Veikkausliiga. The blaze
erupted on December 7, Sunday
evening in Valkeakoski and
completely destroyed a 400-seat
wooden stand, sending ripples
through a community already reeling
from sporting disappointment.Police
later confirmed that three minors were
present at the scene when the fire
began, all of them under the age of 15.
One teenager has admitted to igniting |
an object that sparked the inferno,
though Finnish law prevents anyone
under 15 from facing criminal
charges.Speaking in a statement, Detective
Inspector Maijastiina Tammisto said the
case is being investigated as arson but
clarified that legal consequences differ for
minors. While criminal prosecution is off
the table due to age, she noted that
compensation liability can still apply to

Pep Guardiola praises Real Madrid's Rodrygo
amid rising Manchester City transfer buzz

Madrid. (Agency)

children in Finland."The police hope that The fire broke out around 8 PM and rapidly

discussion about the matter remains
appropriate and reminds people that
inappropriate and personal
communications can themselves lead to a

criminal investigation,"
said. Tammisto also urged restraint as the
incident triggered angry reactions online.
She reminded the public that hostile or
personal comments on social media could
themselves become subject to criminal
investigation, particularly if they target
identifiable minors.

exchange with the winger.

Pep Guardiola has coached against some of “Itold Rodrygo how good heis. He’s a player

the world’s finest attackers, but even he
couldn’t hide his admiration for Rodrygo
Goes after Manchester City’s 2—1 win over
Real Madrid at the Santiago Bernabeu. On
a night shaped by City’s resilience,
Madrid’s mounting problems, and
Rodrygo’s reminder of his brilliance, it
was Guardiola’s reaction to the Brazilian
that sparked renewed chatter in the transfer
market.City’s victory, secured through
goals from O’Reilly and Erling Haaland,
overshadowed Rodrygo’s sharp finish—a
moment of individual quality that
immediately caught Guardiola’s eye. And
with Rodrygo having been linked heavily
with Manchester City in the previous
transfer window, his standout performance
came with extra intrigue. Speaking to
Movistar+ after the match, Guardiola
delivered unusually glowing praise,
moments after sharing a brief on-field

Emlrates
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another level. I'm glad he’s back from \adrid’s current struggles have put Alonso

from another level this kid is a player on

)

injury. He’s very, very good.”Rodrygo’s
goal ended a 281-day drought, his last
coming on March 4, 2025, and itarrived ata
time when Madrid desperately needed a
spark. Instead, the night concluded with
another setback for Xabi Alonso’s side,

Tammisto The stadium is owned by the city of

spread through the wooden structure of the
nearly century-old stand. Built in 1934,
Tehtaan kenttd—known in English as
Factory Field—has long been considered
one of Finnish football’s most
traditional grounds.FC Haka chairman
Marko Laaksonen said the extent of
the damage has not yet been calculated
but is expected to be substantial. With
the club already coping with the
financial and emotional fallout of
relegation, the timing of the incident
has made the setback even
heavier.“We certainly didn’t need
this...We have already received a lot of
support from people and we will
continue to need it in the future,"
Laaksonen told Finnish media.

Valkeakoski, whose council chairman Joni
Kumlander expressed sadness at the
destruction and pledged swift action to
restore the pitch and facilities. Preparations
are now underway to assess what it will take
to make the venue playable again.

who remain five points behind Barcelona in
LaLiga and continue to slide in
Europe.Amid the on-field drama,
Rodrygo’s future remains a talking
point. Manchester City were the last
club to formally pursue the Brazilian,
and the transfer talks have heated up
during Rodrygo's limited involvement
in Xabi's Real Madrid plans this season.
Their approach last summer stalled
only because Rodrygo opted to stay in
Madrid, believing it was not the right
moment to move. Guardiola’s praise,
however, has naturally reignited
speculation about whether City might
revisit that interest.

under increasing scrutiny, though senior
players including Rodrygo, Thibaut
Courtois and Jude Bellingham have
publicly backed him. Still, the noise
surrounding Rodrygo’s role and future
refuses to quieten.

"If you look back to Perth, if they'd have
batted better in that third innings, there's
every chance they could have won that
test match and everyone would be sat
having different conversations now. And
the same again in the second test, there
are just key moments where England let
them slip and that's ultimately cost them.
So I think they'll be really trying to
identify those moments and know when
to potentially absorb a little pressure and
just dig in a little bit rather than play the
expansive style of cricket they want,"
Willey said.

The defeats highlighted the fine line
between positive play and recklessness,

with England's aggressive philosophy

drawing massive scrutiny from the
cricketing fraternity. Willey suggested that
being able to "absorb a little pressure and just
dig in" might be key to success in tighter
contests.As England prepare for the
remaining Ashes matches, Willey expressed
confidence in the team's leadership under

Ben Stokes to make necessary adjustments.

He expects England to assess their approach

and strike a better balance between

aggression and situational awareness as they
head into third Test scheduled to be played in

Adelaide beginning on December 17.

Shubman, Suryakumar's
form not a concern,
they'll come good soon:
Assistant coach

New Delhi. (Agency)

India assistant coach Ryan ten Doeschate has

defended T20I captain Suryakumar Yadav
and vice-captain Shubman Gill amid their
poor form in the format. Both Gill and
Suryakumar continued their dry patch in the
second T20I against South Africa in
Mullanpur, getting dismissed for 0 and 5
respectively as India failed to chase down the
massive target of 214 and lost by 51 runs.The
duo has had a long run of low scores in the
format, which is an alarming sign for the Men
in Blue heading into the T20 World Cup
2026, scheduled to be held in India from
February 7 to March 8. Despite their poor
run, ten Doeschate feels the lack of runs from

their bats is not a huge concern and backed
the batting stalwarts to come good soon.

He defended Shubman mentioning that he got

a great delivery from Lungi Ngidi in
Mullanpur and had been dismissed while
attacking in the first T20I in
Cuttack.“Shubman, I saw some good signs of
a change in mentality on the back end of that
Australian tour. I wouldn’t read too much
into these two dismissals in this series. In the
first game, we asked the guys to go out there
and attack the powerplay, and it wasn’t a
great wicket at Cuttack, so I’ll let him off for
that one. Today, I thought he got a good ball
that can happen when you’re short on form,”
said ten Doeschate in the post-match press
conference.Ten Doeschate also said that both
Suryakumar and Gill deserve strong backing
from the team management given their class,
and he brushed off any concerns regarding
their form.“But we also know his class. You
look at his IPL record, he stacks up 700-800
runs. We believe in his class, and we believe
he will come good. It’s exactly the same with
Suryakumar.

What wrong has Sanju Samson done Uthappa
wants Shubman Gill replaced as T201 opener

Robin Uthappa called out India's
decision fo drop Sanju Samson from
the opening slot in T201s. With
Shubman Gill struggling, his
criticism has put fresh spotlight on
India's T201 selection.

WELLINGTON. (Agency)
Shubman Gill’s ongoing struggles in T20Is
have intensified scrutiny on India’s selection
calls, especially after his golden duck in the
second T20I against South Africa in
Mullanpur. Chasing a daunting 214, Gill
lasted just one ball, beaten by Lungi Ngidi’s
movement and dismissed at first slip. The
moment not only jolted India early in the
chase but reopened a debate that has
dominated discussions for months: why does
Gill continue to open despite a prolonged

slump, while Sanju Samson remains
sidelined?The frustration stems from the
stark contrast in form and opportunity.
Samson, who smashed three T20I
hundreds in 2024 and developed a potent
partnership with Abhishek Sharma, now
finds himself pushed out of the XI.
Meanwhile, Gill has been repeatedly
backed, even as his returns at the top have
dipped steadily. With the T20 World Cup
inching closer, the decision to persist with
Gill has raised questions about whether
India are prioritising hierarchy over
performance.Speaking on Star Sports after
India's crushing defeat in the Mullanpur T201
on December 11, Robin Uthappa voiced
what many Indian fans have wondered: what
wrong has Sanju Samson done to deserve
this treatment? He questioned why a
successful opening pair was dismantled
without a convincing explanation from the
team management."l beg the question: what
did the partnership of Abhishek Sharma and
Sanju Samson do so grossly wrong that they

Sanju did get his opportunity, he got three
hundreds. He was the first guy among the
youngsters here to get hundreds in T20

cricket. It was after that when Abhishek got

it, and after that when Tilak actually got it. So

he perhaps even inspired the guys and

challenged them, because at that point, they
were figuring out who was going to be the
next opener for India in T20 cricket,"

‘

had to be replaced? I understand Surya in the
pre-series conference where he said
Shubman has actually been in the T20 squad
before Sanju got his opportunity. But when

Uthappa said."So you have a proven opener,
who’s averaging just below Abhishek
Sharma at this point, and you decided to
move him to the middle order and then
slowly leave him out. What wrong has he
done? is my question. He deserves to have
that opportunity," he added.

He was equally blunt in his assessment of
Gill’s current approach, and emphasised
and on what is going wrong for the Test and
ODI skipper in T20Is."It’s not working for
Shubman at this point, because I also think

he’s trying different things. I think he’s trying
initially to go toe-to-toe at the same pace that

That is not how he’s been successful in T20
cricket. How he has been successful is by
taking that time, those first 10 balls,
absorbing the pressure, getting in, and then
once he reaches 15-20 balls, I don’t think
there is a batter like Shubman Gill until he
gets himself out. That’s the kind of batter he
is. And I think that’s what works for him in
T20 cricket," Uthappa said.




BIOSCOPE

THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Saturday, 13 December 2025

Alia
Bhatt

Looks Stunning In Floral Gown

As She Accepts Award At The
Red Film Festival

In the pictures posted online, Alia is seen wearing an exquisite strapless, floor:

length gown featuring a sweetheart neckline and a beautifully draped bodice
The outfit showcases a soft sandy base embellished with large, pastel-toned
floral embroidery in shades of pink, blue and yellow. A delicate sheer cape
cascading from ene side adds movement and sophistication to the ensemble.
Her hair is styled in loose, soft waves tucked behind one ear, paired with muted,
polished makeup. With minimal jewellery, Alia allowed her intricately designed
gown to remain the highlight of her look.
Alongside the pictures, she wrote, “a gentle reminder of why I love cinema. .. its
power to bridge horizons Honoured to receive the Red Sea Film Golden Globe
Horizonaward .”
Alia Bhatt Delivers Empowering Speech for Young Dreamers
During the ceremony, the actress took the stageto express her gratitude and share a
heartfelt message for young girls with big
dreams. In her speech, she said, “I stand here
today astruly grateful 5-year old that I got to live
my dream and I just want to tallkc to every girl out
there who perhaps feels that her dream is too bi
or too large or too unachievable. The thing I
would say from the little time that I have been
working is never shrink your dream to fit in
anyone else’s reality. Just hold on to it long
enough to show up and do the work everyday
and chase the horizon no matter wherever it
takes you.”
She further added, “This is an honour te be
recognised by the Golden Globes and I am
grateful for the opportunity to speak for a new
generation of aspiring performers and women
who are making a difference in film and
television around the world."The evening als
celebrated Tunisian actor Hend Sabry, who w
honoured with the Omar Sharif
Award.strong>Fans and Celebrities Shower
Alia With PraiseSoon after Alia shared the
pictures, the comments section was flooded with congratulatory messages from
fans and colleagues. Her mother-in-law Neetu Kapoor wrote, “Loveeeit,” w
actor Hrithik Roshan added, “Beautiful pics.”
‘What’s Next for Alia Bhatt? g
On the work front, Alia Bhatt is gearing up for her next major project, Lowe and
War, directed by Sanjay Leela Bhansali. The highly anticipated film also stars
Ranbir Kapoorand Vicky Kaushal in lead roles. While an official announcement
is awaited, reports suggest that the film is targeting a March 20, 2026, theatrical
release.

3 Sobhita Dhulipala

in Hyderabad last year, reflected on completing

one year of marriage and said the phase has been
emotional and grounding. In an exclusive chat with
News18 Showsha while promoting her partnership
with Aadyam, the Made in Heaven actress shared
that love, for her, comes from realising you are
already complete on your own and a partnet sitmply
brings out the parts of youthat already exist.

S obhita Dhulipala, who martied Naga Chaitanya

versary, Sobhita said, “I don’t know if I believe
"a person is mcomplete and somebody else

mplete on our own. And vet, in his absence, I
: uldnotbc full.”

ttlmc It'sa httlc bit like Carl Jung’s theory. There
f:ople who believe that we meet our soulmate or

Opens Up On Being Married To Naga Chaitanya
For A Year: ‘It's Been Blissful

they complete us. Idon’t think like that. T feel like we
are complete on our own. Some people arrive at that
feeling much earlier, some people take a while to
realise that ‘okay, I don’t need someone to make me
feel like this, it’s within’.

Buat in that joutney, while we reach there, I think there

is a longing for someone — I guess someone who
complements us, someone who's the vin to your
yvang or yang to your yin.

'+ In her wedding video that she shared to mark their first And it’s not like they come and like complete you, but
- r through them you realise those parts of your

personality. So in that longing is where
think a lot of love isbormn.”

Life, she admitted, has busy after marriage. “T
thought, after getting married [ was going to
chill for a bit and explore Hyderabad, but I
have been shooting for two films. It’s been
over a 160 shoot days, so I've been mostly in
Tamil Nadu for that. t’s been exciting. Asked
how they find time for each other amid busy
schedules, Sobhita added, “If you like
something, vou like to do something, vou
will make it happen. And it will feel easy. If
you don’t like something, even the most
convenient thing can feel like, ‘oh, so

tough®.”

Asked how the past one year of being married to Naga

Chaitanya has been, the actress smiled and said, “It’s
been blissful, great. I"ve been ina very, very inspired
state creatively. I feel greatly empowered."

Naga Chaitanya was earlier married to actress

Samantha Ruth Prabhu, who recently tied the knot
with director Raj Nidimoru of Raj & DK fame.

Malaika Arora ‘Tries Hard’
To Shield Her No-Makeup
Morning Face, But Fails

alaika Arora is a true-blue fashionista, and
Mthere’s no second thought in it. The one
thing she loves to do is hit the gym right in
the morming. Don’t believe us? The actress was seen
rushing to her car while wearing gym attire to shield
her early-morning, no-makeup appearance.In a
video posted on Instagram, Malaika Arora was
papped while exiting her residence early this
morning. She was captured wearing her gym
athleisure, which included an oversized hoodie
jacket paired with a pair of loose-fitted pants. The
actress was also seen carrying a black duffel bag
that appeared to be filled with her gym essentials.

Malaika Arora’s Fans Call Her *Cutie’

On the other hand, the 52-year-old finished off her
appearance with absolutely no makeup and a pair of
white sneakers. She back-brushed her hair in a
messy vet sleek bun at theback, adomed withahuge
clutcher.But soon after, she was spotted by
paparazzi stationed there, and the actress rushed to
her car to keep her natural look out of view. The
video’s caption read, “A quick glimpse of the diva
#malaikaarora is the best thing to happen to
everyone this morning.” Soon, social media users
flooded the comment section with their various
reactions.A fan said, “Always gorgeous." Another
called her “cutie”. Other comments read, “Morning
mood," “My mom wants to be like you, she is your
fan," “Pretty girl," and more.

Malaika Arora’s Appearance In Dubai

The Chaiyya Chaiyya actress captivated audiences
with an electrifying stage performance at the grand
launch of Shahrukhz by Danube, a premium
commercial tower named after superstar Shah Rukh
Khan. Dressed in a sheer, crystal-encrusted
bodysuit, Malaika took no time to capture the
spotlight with her magnetic performance. Her
moves can give many youngsters a run for their
money, and the credit goes to her rigorous fitness
regimen.

Hema Malini Gets Emotional Remembering
Dharmendra At Prayer Meet: ‘Humein Ek

Hit Pair Ke Roop Mein...’

eteran actor Dharmendra, the He-Man of

Bollywood, passed away on November 24.

Weeks after his demise, his second wife and
actress Hema Malini hosted a prayer meet in his
memory in New Delhi. During the prayer meet,
Hema, joined by her two daughters Esha and Ahana
Deol, spoke about Dharmendra and the king-size life
that he lived.Addressing the guests at the prayer
meet ceremony, Hema said, “He was cheerful and
affectionate; even while standing at the peak of
fame, he never considered himself different from
others, he always remained grounded. He spoke to
people of every background with immense love,
affection, and respect. Such a person was Dharam
‘]1.97

“Dharmendra ji se mera association 57 saalka hai. Jab
main film industry mein aayitab se mujhe unke saath
zyada tar filmein karne ka avasar mila. Nearly 45
films—we worked together. Hum dono ko ek hit pair
ke roop mein industry bhipyaar karti thi aur janta ne
bhi humein khoob pyaar diya," she continued while
reminiscing about the old days when they shared the
screen together.

Speaking about Dharmendra’s career, Hema
continued, “In his career, Dharmendra ji acted in
more than 300 films and portrayed a wide range of
roles, romantic, action hero, serious roles. But he
used to love comedy the most. He was very
passionate about films; he loved to be in front of the
camera."Dharmendra would have furned 90 this
year on December 8th, and speaking abouthow even
after his demise not only the family but the entire
nation celebrated him for the man he was, Hema
added, “On the &th of December, he turned 90. We
celebrated his birthday, and the entire nation
celebrated it as well. People were deeply emotional.
Even today, people come to me and talk about him. It
is rare for anyone to receive as much respect and
admiration as Dharam ji has received. Sometimes 1
wonder how vast and extraordinary his life has
been.”

She concluded her speech by saying, “His life is a
celebration. He has influenced so many people in the
world and inspired countless others. The entire
industry is mad abouthim.”

Dharmendra passed away on November 24.
Previously, his sons Sunny Deol and Bobby Deol
also held a prayer meeting in Mumbai, which was
attended by several Bollywood stars including Shah
Rukh Khan, Salman Khan, Malaika Arora,
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, Abhishek Bachchan,
Madhuri Dixit, Rekha, Jackie Shroft, and Suniel
Shetty.Dharmendra’s final on-screen
appearancewill be in Tkkis, which is slated to release
in theatres on December 25, 2025. Directed by
Sriram Raghavan, the film also stars Agastya Nanda
and Jaideep Ahlawat in pivotalroles.
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