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Crucial bites for toothless
city administrators

Quality of urban life is a subject of eternal relevance.
Sadly, it has also become a holy cow. No one dares
to slaughter it, but no one seriously feeds it either.
Parliamentary committee reports indicate that the
‘hardware’ of urban India—metros, housing
complexes, sewage plants—is being built at an
unprecedented pace. Yet the use of this
infrastructure and ultimately the quality of
citizens’ lives, depends on the ‘software’ of
governance.As city dwellers in Maharashtra
prepare to vote in several municipal corporation
elections, it is pertinent to reflect on a long list of
issues crying out for attention. Here are six
fundamental concerns that merit wider public
discourse, consensus-building and—most
importantly—honest political will. Ideally, these
issues should dominate discussions as competing
parties seek a popular mandate.The list begins
with linking all state and central grants to the
performance of municipal bodies. Urban local
bodies spend substantial funds received from
higher governments, but owing to corruption and
mismanagement, overall improvements in the
quality of urban life remain elusive. The 15th
Finance Commission made a significant attempt
to reform municipal finance by tying grants more
closely to performance outcomes than in the past.

One critical new metric proposed is the maintenance
of ‘squatter-free public areas’. Expanding this to
include the proportion of encroachment-free
pavements would help create a quantifiable index.
Equally important is penalising non-performing
corporations that allow slums or illegal shops to
mushroom on streets. Such disincentives would
push urban bodies to perform better. A major
reason for pervasive corruption in urban bodies is
that mayors and elected representatives are left
with little real decision-making power. Despite the
74th Constitutional Amendment of 1992,
devolution of authority to urban local bodies has
remained incomplete and largely cosmetic.
Ironically, the official with power—the municipal
commissioner—is not directly accountable to
citizens, while the official with
accountability—the mayor—Ilacks authority.
Consequently, constitutionally mandated
institutions of local self-government continue to
be weakened.Excessive concentration of power in
state governments has made local governance
fragile and unresponsive. The prevailing ‘strong
commissioner—weak mayor’ model reduces the
mayor to a ceremonial figurehead. This imbalance
cascades downward: councillors, left without
authority, often resort to exploiting their nuisance
value, leading to the accumulation of ill-gotten
wealth and emboldening black-money operators
in politics.Land is the most finite and fiercely
contested resource in urban India. The existence of
so-called ‘vacant land’ in urban agglomerations
presents a dual challenge—it is both a wasted asset
that could host public infrastructure and highly
vulnerable to encroachment, eventually spawning
unserviceable squatter settlements. Addressing
this requires a dedicated institutional mechanism:
a commissionerate for vacant lands.While the
impact of the Maharashtra Vacant Lands
(Prohibition of Unauthorised Occupation and
Summary Eviction) Act, 1975 needs
reassessment, the July 2024 establishment of the
Hyderabad Disaster Response and Asset
Protection Agency (HYDRAA) deserves close
study. It could serve as a robust prototype.
HYDRAA links asset protection with disaster
management and, unlike conventional municipal
enforcement—which is often toothless—operates
with a dedicated force and police coordination,
ensuring enforcement without political
interference.Failure to prevent illegal hutments
has also facilitated cross-border infiltration, with
the potential to significantly alter urban
demography. Unlike in villages, illegal migrants
can seamlessly blend into megacities. Spaces
beneath flyovers, near traffic signals and along
railway tracks have become safe havens. A
demographic audit is therefore a necessary
governance tool to ensure urban planning is
grounded in reality rather than outdated census
data.

This is in marked contrast to the latest

The Bills for a three-fold hike passed unanimously in the House as, unsurprisingly, the raise found resonance among

IndiGo fiasco must spur course correction

Aviation sector’s rapid expansion has not been matched by strengthening of regulatory oversight

THE Indian aviation industry has experienced turbulence

this year. The Air India crash in Ahmedabad on June 12

turned into disregard for stakeholders such as consumers
and regulatory agencies.

shocked the nation; its cause continues to be under As for the aviation sector having become a duopoly, it is

investigation. Early this month, mass flight cancellation
by the country’s leading carrier, IndiGo Airlines,
paralysed air travel. Both incidents caused deep concern
about the health of an industry that now accounts for 1.3
per cent of the country’s gross domestic product
(GDP).At the time of the Ahmedabad crash, questions
were asked about the revival of Air India after being
acquired by the Tatas from the government. Admittedly,
it had become a loss-making leviathan over the past few
decades, but the Tatas and their partner, Singapore
Airlines, had exuded confidence that the airline would
make a full recovery. The crash,
however, raised doubts over the
viability and safety of its ageing fleet.
Yet it was notable that the top brass of
the Tatas were not only visibly |
present throughout the disaster’s
aftermath but also a compensation
fund was announced immediately.
Though complaints from families and
legal teams persist, Air India has been
viewed as broadly compassionate and
helpful in this dire situation.

crisis for which IndiGo is being
reviled and severely trolled. Apart
from harassment to passengers over
the cancellations that continued for
several days, there was initially a
deafening silence from the top
management. It was the frontline staff
which bore the brunt of the air
passengers’ ire over having to wait
cluelessly for hours on end, and then
to be told that flights were cancelled,
leaving them in the lurch.This
included those travelling for medical |
emergencies, jobs, exams, weddings
or funerals. The apology by the
IndiGo CEO came too late in the day to provide any
solace to those who faced major disruptions.

At this point, one must pause and recall that there is a

reason IndiGo became the country’s most popular airline
and garnered such a huge market share. Despite being a
no-frills budget carrier, it initially combined punctuality,
efficiency and predictability in a way that brought
comfort to air passengers. It was even preferred over full-
service carriers simply because its systems ran like
clockwork. The problem began when market dominance

actually more of a monopoly with IndiGo commanding
two-thirds share of the market. Its expansion to this level
has been aided by developments such as the sudden
closure of Jet Airways as well as technical and financial
problems faced by smaller carriers like SpicelJet.

Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu has said that

more entities are being encouraged to enter the aviation
space in a bid to ensure competition. But new entrants
like Akasa Air will take a while to stabilise and the
dominance of a single carrier is set to continue for the
time being. The Competition Commission of India is

reported to be watching the developments closely, but
may remain on the sidelines for now. It has powers to
break up large corporate entities that are liable to misuse
their monopoly positions. But in this case, drastic action
against IndiGo could cause severe discomfort to
consumers, given the lack of viable options for air travel.

It is precisely this pre-eminent role of the carrier that led to

the flight cancellation chaos. The spark was the decision
of the regulator, the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), to increase rest time for pilots

Greater accountability must follow MLAs' raise

between flights. Under the Flight Duty Time Limitation

(FDTL) rules, it was raised from 36 to 48 hours. In other

words, airlines would have to hire more pilots to meet the

demands of expanded rest hours.Since the decision was
taken in January 2024, there was ample time for airlines to
enhance staff accordingly. IndiGo reportedly failed to do
so. So, when the new norms were implemented in

November this year, the result was mass cancellations and

mayhem, affecting nearly two-thirds of the travelling

public around the country.The big question now is about

the role of the regulator in ensuring that airlines follow

guidelines that have a critical impact on safety. It is

evident that the DGCA was taken unawares by these

developments. The reason for this is that the aviation
sector’s rapid expansion has not been
matched by a strengthening of
regulatory oversight.

On the contrary, the DGCA is hamstrung
by staff shortage. As much as 49 per
cent of sanctioned posts are currently
vacant. Similarly, the Bureau of Civil
Aviation Safety has 203 vacancies out
of 598 sanctioned posts, according to
replies to parliamentary questions.
This shortfall in technical expertise is
alarming at a time when the aviation
industry is growing at a fast pace. India
has become the world’s fifth biggest
aviation market, growing at the rate of
11 per cent annually, with demand for
air travel rising exponentially. It is at
this juncture that there is the greatest
need to accord high priority to safety
and maintenance issues.lt is also high
time airlines paid for their misdeeds.
IndiGo may have been an efficient and
consumer-friendly airline in the past,
but sadly, it has now transformed into a
corporate with a laser-sharp focus on
profits rather than consumer interests.
It has sought to leverage its
predominant market share in a manner

that has caused immense hardship to the travelling public.

There is a need to take a cue from airlines of other countries,

notably the US, where harried consumers got
compensation running into hundreds of millions of
dollars. The Civil Aviation Ministry and the DGCA are
now bound to ensure that comparable penalties are paid
by any carrier that assumes it is too big to be hurt by the
authorities. The action must be taken sooner rather than
later so that such a crisis does not recur.

Year-end celebrations arrived early for Odisha

all parties. But outside, a debate was raging on the rationale behind the move

legislators as the proposal for a three-fold hike in their
salary was approved by the state assembly on the last
day of the winter session. Ratifying four Bills, the
legislature cleared the raise for the members, the
speaker, the deputy speaker, and ministers. With a
paycheque of ?3.45 lakh a month, Odisha’s MLAs
will now be among the highest paid in the country. |,
The chief minister will draw ?3.74 lakh in salary and
allowances. An MLA’s fixed salary will go up from
235,000 to 790,000, and allowances will rise from
765,000 to ?2.55 lakh. Former legislators will be
entitled to a larger pension. The last raise in the
assembly was in 2017, the latest revision comes with
retrospective effect from June 2024.The Bills passed
unanimously in the House as, unsurprisingly, the raise
found resonance among all parties. But outside, a debate
was raging on the rationale behind the move. Amid this,
BIJD chief and opposition leader Naveen Patnaik went on
to announce he would forgo the increased salary and

allowances, and wrote to Chief Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi to spend it on the poor. That gesture was called out
by his political opponents, who pointed out that neither he
nor his party opposed the Bills on the floor of the
House.The hike in Odisha has again triggered an old

question: should lawmakers not be paid
handsomely to keep politics clean? Truth be told,
the salaries of most MLAs were well below senior
public servants’. Now consider that an MLA
represents about 3 lakh people on an average. Such
is the nature of politics that lawmakers have to dig
into their pockets to meet the expenses of attending
to constituents on a regular basis. Insulation from
the lures of corruption requires that elected
representatives are paid well, as Singapore ensured
years ago.On the other hand, a raise in salary and
allowances must entail more accountability,
responsibility, and transparency on part of the
legislators. It comes at a time when thousands of
government teachers and contracted government
employees are agitating over job regularisation and fair
pay. While the legislators have revised their own
remunerations, they should also look at the legitimate
demands of others with the same empathy and
seriousness.

A gap between life and loudspeaker

In Kerala, the CPM permeates most civic institutions. As the party has become inseparable from Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s persona, local failings are also

read as the state government’s failure. This transference partly caused the LDF’s loss of the state capital’s municipality

A few months ago, the Election Commission issued me my
first voter identity card. I had never voted before. I gave
my Thrissur address because in old age I did not think
breathing Delhi’s air was sustainable, though I am not at
home in Kerala either. That estrangement is my problem
alone: I am never at home anywhere.For the first time, [
thought I would honour my political relevance in the
local elections whose results were announced Sunday.
When the people came for the special intensive revision,
I'was away. At the village office, I filled out the form, and
they told me the SIR slip would reach me through local
party workers.‘The party’ in Kerala usually means the
CPI(M). In the last decade, little has moved in the state
without the party as a middleman. The idea is to make
you feel indebted. To flourish in Kerala, you need to
belong to a party or organisation, preferably the CPI(M),
which has infiltrated civic structures—exactly the
“institutional takeover” Rahul Gandhi recently accused
the BJP of at the national level.On Friday, I went to the
booth. Everyone was polite and helpful in telling me I did
not exist as a voter—despite the EC-issued card and
several other documents. It has always been clear to me
that official Indian identity can never be proved
categorically. It is because we don’t truly exist that we
must hoard PAN, passport, ration card, and Aadhaar to
prove that we do. Indian citizenship is an abstract
concept. Though I could not vote, close to three-quarters
of Keralites did, and many voted against the CPI(M) in
favour of the Congress-led UDF, which did a very good
job of presenting itself as a viable alternative, helped
among other things by the Sabarimala gold theft under
the CPI(M)’s watch. They were likely voting out the
middlemen.

At the heart of this churn lies a convergence of leadership
style, governance fatigue, and shifting social
coalitions—especially among women and historically
loyal communities. A hitherto-bipolar politics is now
slowly gravitating towards a third alternative, the BJP-
led NDA.Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala’s capital, now

corporation was read as the failure of the state
government.The LDF’s loss of the Thiruvananthapuram
Corporation is the clearest expression of this
transference of blame. Chronic waste-management
crises, infrastructural stagnation, and administrative
drift created conditions under which a once-remote BJP

has a municipal corporation under BJP’s
sway after decades of CPI(M) rule. That the |
BJP is a rising power in the state is one of the
most telling results of this election. Similar
gains in other corporations and panchayats
underline a new, if still limited, urban
foothold.

That space has been created largely by default,
by the failure of the Left front, inseparable
from Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s
persona. His undying love for himself is
visible on billboards and at events. The party
works as his PR machine, much like Narendra
Modi and the BJP. The difference is that Modi
is more skilful and his party’s exploitation of
identities more systematic and on a far vaster
scale. Locally, the effect has been to enable
the BJP to pose as an active option. Ward and
municipal elections differ from state and

national polls in that they are more intimate

expressions of lived experiences. The LDF has been
quick to claim credit for everything, but it failed to
explain steep rises in water charges, power bills, and
property transaction costs, even as it dispensed freebies,
cash awards, and food kits from a perpetually bankrupt
exchequer.Local bodies increasingly looked up to the
chief minister’s office for direction. The failure of a

could plausibly position itself as a governance
alternative—politically unthinkable not long ago.
Women voters in Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi, and
Thrissur prioritised everyday governance: waste
disposal, waterlogging, broken footpaths, public
transport, lighting, and safety. These failures affect
women first and most persistently. The LDF’s earlier
advantage among women, built on welfare delivery and

Kudumbashree, yielded diminishing returns in cities

where its rhetoric became repetitive—a kind of

dystopian magical realism born of the gap between life

and loudspeakers.This was not, however, a pro-BJP

women’s wave. Many women voted tactically—some

towards the UDF, some towards the BJP—primarily to
dislodge incumbents rather than to endorse
ideology.

Christian voters, especially in Kochi and Thrissur,
consolidated quietly behind the UDF, guided by
comfort with coalition politics and unease with
both CPI(M) ambiguity and the BJP’s long-term
intentions. This consolidation proved decisive in
central Kerala city corporations.The BJP in the
state, and to a lesser extent the UDF, now paint a
rosy picture of ‘viksit Kerala’. They are deluding
themselves. Compared to many other states,
Kerala is far ahead on crucial human-development
indicators. Its work culture, political values, and
relatively secular approach to life mean that the
model of ‘development’ on offer in, say, Uttar
Pradesh or Bihar is not materially attractive here.
Half the population is abroad; the young are
migrating in large numbers to Europe and
Australia. No one is seriously looking to a factory
future.Given Kerala’s uniform urbanisation, high

education levels, and environmental awareness, the only
realistic development path is in artificial intelligence and
knowledge work. This is what the CPI(M), stuck at best
on techno-parks, should have pursued with clarity and
urgency. Their thinking is clearly outdated. After all,
how can you have arevolution without proletarians? And
the answer is, there is no revolution. Move on.
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Worst behind us, IndiGo
CEO tells staff after days
of flight cancellations
chaos

New Delhi.(Agency)

IndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers has told employees that the
"worst is behind us" after the airline grappled with
days of widespread flight cancellations, blaming the
disruption on a compounding effect of several
factors rather than a single failure.

In a video message issued after operations stabilised,
Elbers said IndiGo had restored its network to around
2,200 flights a day, calling the recovery a testament
to teamwork and the airline's operating
discipline."The worst is behind us. As IndiGo
employees, we stood tall and united, weathering the
storm together, with unwavering support for one
another. THANK YOU to our pilots, cabin crew,
airport staff, OCC, customer service, and all
functions that supported us," Elber said in the video
message.Further in his letter, Elbers said he had
informed employees on December 9 that operations
were stabilising, following which the airline moved
to rebuild its schedule. He said the immediate focus
would now be on three areas -- resilience, root cause
analysis and rebuilding."What we witnessed seems
to be a compounding effect of several factors," he
said, while urging employees to stay calm, focus on
their responsibilities and avoid engaging in
speculation around the causes of the disruption.

He said IndiGo’s Board has appointed an external
aviation expert to conduct a comprehensive root
cause analysis, adding that similar disruptions have
affected large airlines in other parts of the world.
"While every crisis is unique, lessons from others
will also help us strengthen our systems," the letter
said.The leadership team, including the CEO, will
travel across the network to meet employees,
understand the challenges they faced and seek
feedback. Elbers said a combination of the root cause
analysis and staff inputs would be used to strengthen
the airline further.

Stock markets trade lower
in early deals tracking weak
global trends

MUMBAI.(Agency)

Equity benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty edged
lower in early trade on Thursday, tracking a weak
trend in global markets.

The 30-share BSE Sensex declined 214.87 points to
84,344.78 in early trade. The 50-share NSE Nifty
dipped 56.1 points to 25,762.45.

From the Sensex firms, Sun Pharma, Tata Motors
Passenger Vehicles, Mahindra & Mahindra, NTPC,
Bharat Electronics and Maruti were among the
biggest laggards.However, HCL Tech, Tata
Consultancy Services, Tech Mahindra and ITC were
among the gainers.In Asian markets, South Korea's
Kospi, Japan's Nikkei 225 index and Hong Kong's
Hang Seng index quoted lower, while Shanghai's
SSE Composite index traded in positive territory.

US markets ended lower on Wednesday.

"Global markets enter today's session on a cautious
footing following a sharp overnight sell-off in the
US.The S&P 500, Nasdaq, and Dow extended their
losing streak as investors booked profits in high-
valuation technology and AI stocks."Investor
sentiment also remains cautious ahead of the release
of US consumer price inflation data, with divided
views in the market over the future trajectory of
monetary policy, prompting participants to stay
defensive and avoid aggressive positioning,"
Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich Money, an online trading
and wealth tech firm, said.Asian markets opened on a
weak note, mirroring the subdued tone on Wall Street
after several sessions of sustained selling, he added.

Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) turned buyers on
Wednesday as they bought equities worth Rs
1,171.71 crore, according to exchange data.

Ghost malls: 15.5 million sq
ft of space deserted; know
these facts before investing

Kolkata. (Agency)

Whether for buying or for hangout or even for casual
dining, shopping malls has become an extremely
popular destination in different cities of India. As a
result, numerous malls have opened in every small
and big city. However, recent report has uncovered a
shocking truth about shopping malls in the top 32
cities of the country. This report by Knight Frank has
said that out of a total of 134.1 million square feet of
retail space in the country, as much as 15.5 million or
1,55 crore square feet, has now become ghost malls.
The message is simple -- these malls have no shops
and no activity and are lying deserted like a haunted
place.

Warning in the report

The report could be treated as an extremely significant
one which shows that in retail real estate, location is
not the only important factor. Quality, management
and customer experience are perhaps bigger deciders
than location. The report also warns that even areas
once considered prime locations can become loss-
making ventures. Therefore, investors have to
become aware of these facts.

What are ghost malls?

According to the report, Ghost Shopping Centers are
places where there are no retail or activity centers.
These malls have only empty shops. Of the total 15.5
million square feet of ghost space, 11.9 million square
feet is in Tier-1 cities, while 3.6 million square feet is
in Tier-2 cities. Therefore, it is seen even in metro
cities.

These malls in Gurugram

Gurugram is perhaps the shopping mall capital of the
country. The report cites the example of MG Road in
Gurugram, which was once referred to as the "Mall
Mile". Five large shopping centers opened in this one
area. As a result, only malls with the best locations
and management survived, while the rest gradually
lagged behind. The early shopping centers on MG
Road are also part of this story. They were once
synonymous with Gurugram, but as new and modern
retail destinations emerged on CyberHub and Golf
Course Road, the attraction of the older malls faded.

ICICI Prudential Asset Management

The IPO allotment was finalised on

NEWDELHI.(Agency)

How Indian Railways is nearing full electrification of
Broad Gauge Network; surpasses UK, Russia, China

Union Minister for Railways,
Information & Broadcasting and
Electronics & Information

Technology, Ashwini Vaishnaw, in a

written reply to a question in Lok
Sabha mentioned that Indian
Railways is nearing full
electrification at 99.2% of Broad
Gauge Network, Far Ahead of UK
(39%), Russia (52%) & China
(82%).

New Delhi.(Agency)

In the last one decade, Indian Railways has
been working at fast pace to improve its
infrastructure, including Electrification
of railway network, installing wifi at
stations, modernised rain coaches, etc. So

far, about 99.2% of Broad Gauge (BG)
network has been electrified and the
work is going on in remaining network.
The Railways has installed free Wi-Fi
services at 6117 Railway Stations
across the country so far. Notably,
No separate funds have been
sanctioned by Ministry of
Railways on these Wi-Fi services
at Railway stations.Union
Minister for Railways, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, submitted a written
reply to a question in Lok Sabha
informing about the electrification
of railway network.The minister
said Railways’ achievement in
railway electrification stand out
globally. According to the latest
report of International Union of
Railways (UIC) of June, 2025,
railway electrification in
important railway systems is as under:In
2023-24, Railway Electrification
achieved 7,188 Route kilometer, while in
2024-25 it stood at 2,701 RKM. Further,
all new line / multi-tracking projects are
being sanctioned and constructed with

electrification.

The below-mentioned table shows Zone
wise status of electrification:The written
reply submitted in the Lower House

mentioned that the existing Broad Gauge
network in Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura and
Mizoram states of North eastern region
have been 100% electrified.
CCTVsatRailway stations

The minister eplied that the Railway is

installing CCTV cameras at several

stations and train coaches. "So far, CCTV

Surveillance system has been provided at
1731 stations and 11,953
coaches for ensuring safe
and secure journey to
railway passengers," it
stated.

"CCTVs were already
installed at New Delhi
Railway station to cover
outdoor areas like
entry/exit points, foot
over bridges, platforms
etc. and indoor areas like
waiting halls, ticket
counters etc. However,
some new areas were
developed at New Delhi
station premises after

February 15, 2025 and accordingly
additional CCTVs are provided to cover
these areas. Presently, 250 Nos of CCTVs
are provided at New Delhi Railway
station," Ashwini Vaishnaw said in his
written reply

|CICI Prudential AMC IPO GMP today: What
grey market signals ahead of market debut

The IPO allotment was finalised on Wednesday, following heavy demand from

New Delhi.(Agency)

Company’s initial public offering is set
to make its stock market debut on
Thursday, with investor focus firmly on
the expected listing gains after a strong
response during the bidding period.

Wednesday, following heavy demand
from institutional investors over the
three-day subscription window. While
retail participation was moderate,
strong interest from qualified
institutional buyers pushed overall
subscription numbers sharply
higher.The ICICI Prudential AMC IPO
was subscribed 39.17 times. The retail
category was subscribed 2.53 times,
the non-institutional investor segment
saw subscriptions of 22.04 times, while
the qualified institutional buyers

category was subscribed a massive
123.87 times, excluding anchor
investors. This strong institutional
demand has boosted confidence around
the listing.Investors who applied for the
IPO can check their allotment status on
the websites of the registrar, Kfin
Technologies, or the BSE. With
allotment completed, attention has now
shifted to the listing price and potential
gains on debut.Grey market trends
suggest healthy listing gains. ICICI

institutional investors over the three-day subscription window.

Prudential AMC IPO’s last reported
grey market premium stood at Rs 370,
asof December 18 at 7:37 am.

Based on the upper price band of Rs

2165, the estimated listing price is
around Rs 2535 per share. This
indicates an expected gain of about
17.09% per share.Market participants
point out that the rising GMP reflects
steady demand for the issue, which
received bids for over 1.37 billion
shares worth nearly Rs 2,96,927 crore,
against an offer size of just over 3.5
crore shares. The PO was a book-built
issue worth Rs 10,602.65 crore and was
entirely an offer for sale of 4.90 crore
shares. As a result, ICICI Prudential
AMC will not receive any fresh funds
from the issue. Existing shareholders
have reduced their stake through the
listing.

Amazon to lay off 370 staff in

Luxembourg. What's driving

Amazon is preparing to lay off 370
employees in Luxembourg in the
coming weeks, adding to a wider round
of global job cuts announced earlier this
year, reported Bloomberg. The decision
has raised concerns locally, especially
among foreign workers employed by
the company.

PART OF ABIGGER GLOBALPLAN
The Luxembourg layoffs are part of
Amazon’s plan to reduce its global JOB CUTS

workforce by around 14,000 jobs. The

major event for the local labour market.
REDUCED AFTER

TALKS

company says the move is meant to Under European labour laws, companies

simplify its operations and focus more
on priority areas such as artificial
intelligence and long-term
growth.Manwhile, Amazon employs
about 4,370 people in Luxembourg,
and the planned cuts will affect nearly
8.5% of its workforce there. Even after
the layoffs, Amazon will remain one of

must hold discussions with employee
representatives before making large-
scale layoffsAfter two weeks of
consultations, Amazon reduced the
number of planned job cuts from 470 to
370. Employee representatives say
most affected staff are likely to receive
formal notice in February.

the country’s biggest private WHATAMAZON HAS SAID
employers.However, this is the largest In a memo sent to employees on

round of job losses Luxembourg has
seen in more than 20 years, making it a

December 12, Amazon said the layoffs
were based on business needs and local

the job cuts

strategy. The company also claimed

that the severance packages being

offered are better than standard

industry practices.The Luxembourg

labour ministry has not yet made a

public statement.

FOREIGN WORKERS FACE
ADDED PRESSURE

The layoffs are especially worrying for
foreign employees who moved to
Luxembourg to work at Amazon.
Workers from countries such as India,
the US, Australia, Egypt and Tunisia
now face uncertainty.Under local
immigration rules, employees who lose
their jobs usually have just three
months to find new work if they want to
stay in the country. With hundreds of
people job-hunting at the same time,
this may prove difficult.

UNIONS RAISE CONCERNS

Trade unions in Luxembourg have

criticised Amazon’s decision, noting

that the company benefits from

favourable tax arrangements in the

country.

India eases visa process for
foreign professionals hired
by domestic firms

New Delhi.(Agency)

India on Wednesday announced a simplified and
streamlined visa process to help Indian companies
bring in foreign professionals, including
engineers and technical experts, whose services
are required for key production-related activities
such as machine installation, quality checks,
training and plant design.

According to PTI, the streamlined visa process is
expected to provide relief to domestic
manufacturers that import machinery and
specialised equipment from overseas, including
from China, and require foreign experts to install,
commission and maintain those systems. In recent
months, several Indian firms had flagged
difficulties in securing visas for Chinese
professionals whose technical expertise was
critical to ongoing projects.The Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT)
said it has rolled out a new online module that
allows Indian companies to digitally generate
sponsorship letters for inviting foreign
professionals under the e-Production Investment
Business Visa, also known as the e-B-4 Visa.

ONLINEMODULE LAUNCHED ONNSWS

The digital module was launched on November 29
on the National Single Window System (NSWS).
DPIIT said the initiative forms part of a broader
set of reforms under the business visa regime
aimed at improving the ease of doing business in
India.An official said the earlier system for
securing visas for foreign experts was
cumbersome and time-consuming, often
involving multiple layers of approvals. The new
mechanism, the official added, is designed to
substantially reduce processing time.

As of now, 129 sponsorship letters have already
been generated by Indian companies through the
platform. Foreign professionals will use these
letters to apply for visas and travel to Indian
manufacturing facilities to provide their
services.The time taken to grant visas will be
significantly shorter now," the official said.

Officials stressed that business visitors had been
travelling to India earlier as well, but the process
has now been made more structured and
transparent."Business visitors were coming to
India earlier also but now the visa process has
been streamlined and simplified. It is much
structured now," the official said.The facility is
available to both companies covered under the
production-linked incentive (PLI) schemes and
firms that are not PLI beneficiaries.The reforms
follow a circular issued by the Ministry of Home
Affairs in August 2025 to address issues related to
employment visas, business visas and the earlier
e-PLIbusiness visa.

55,000% rally in Indian Al stock
bubble concerns: Report

triggers

Investors who applied for
the IPO can check their
allotment status through the
registrar, Kfin Technologies,
or the BSE website once the
allotment is finalised.

—
New Delhi.(Agency)

The world’s best-performing stock has

turned into a warning sign for investors
chasing quick gains from the artificial
intelligence boom. A little-known Indian
company has delivered a stunning
55,000% rise in just under two years,
raising serious questions about hype,
regulation and investor risk, reported
Bloomberg.RRP Semiconductor Ltd,
which was largely unknown even within
India until recently, has become a social

media sensation after its shares surged
more than 55,000% in the 20 months

loan owed by G D Trading and Agencies
Ltd in exchange for equity.

notes that both are controlled by
Chodankar, which may have added to

leading up to December 17. Bloomberg On April 23, the board approved issuing
shares to Chodankar and others at Rs 12
each, around 40% below the market price
at the time. This move gave Chodankar a Bloomberg points out that the rally was

reports that this makes it the biggest stock
gainer globally among companies with a
market value above $1 billion.The scale
of the rally looks even more striking when
placed against the company’s
fundamentals. Bloomberg notes that RRP
Semiconductor reported negative revenue
in its latest financial results, has just two
full-time employees according to its
annual report, and only a loose connection
to the global semiconductor spending
boom.

FROM REAL ESTATE TO
SEMICONDUCTORS

The company’s transformation began in
early 2024. Bloomberg reports that RRP’s
promoter, Rajendra Chodankar, shifted
the company away from real estate and
renamed it RRP
Semiconductor.Chodankar, whose earlier
business interests included thermal
imaging systems and drone camera
equipment, took control of the listed
company by repaying an Rs 80 million

74.5% stake and reduced the original
founders’ holding to less than 2%,
according to Bloomberg.Around the same
time, Chodankar set up a private
company, RRP Electronics Pvt Ltd, with
plans to build an outsourced
semiconductor assembly and testing unit
in Maharashtra. While the listed firm does
not own this private company, Bloomberg

investor excitement.
THE ROLE OF HYPE AND LIMITED
FLOAT

driven by a mix of online hype, a very
small free float, and a surge in retail
investor participation in India. About
98% of RRP Semiconductor’s shares
are held by Chodankar and a small
group of associates, leaving very little
stock available for public trading. This
lack of supply helped fuel extreme
price moves. The shares reportedly hit
149 straight upper circuit sessions,
even as both the company and the
stock exchange issued warnings to
investors.
“Semiconductors have been really hot and
people are willing to buy any name given
India has limited stocks to offer,” Sonam
Srivastava, founder at Wryght Research &
Capital, told Bloomberg. She added that
cases like RRP show how investors can be
drawn into risky trades during periods of
market excitement.
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If we want Delhi to remain liveable, have an
obligation to use public transport: CM Rekha Gupta

AQI expected to remain in ‘Very Poor’ category until December 20, following six days set to range from ‘Very Poor’ to ‘Severe’

New Delhi.(Agency)

Flagging the high density of vehicles plying on
the Capital’s roads, Chief Minister Relha
Gupta on Wednesday said that air quality of
Delhi will not improve unless people start
ditching personal wvehicles for public
transport while travelling alone.

Speaking at the inauguration of the new Delhi
Metro Museum at the Supreme Court Metro
station, Gupta said, “When people talk about
reducing pollution in Delhi, I tell them that a
big contributor is transportation. Pollution
caused by lakhs of vehicles that ply on the
roads, and that too many without a pollution
certificate, in a tiny place like Delhi where
around 3 crore people live, is responsible for
suffocating Delhi...”

“If we want Delhi to remain liveable, we have
an obligation to use public transport. We
cause problems for our own convenience and
then wonder how the pollution will be
reduced. That will only happen when all of us
decide that we will not use a car if we are
travelling alone, I will either carpool or use

the Metro or abus,” she added.

While there are close to 80 lakh wvehicles
registered in Delhi alone, the city’s roads see
vehicles from neighbouring states
as well. Overall, around 2.88 crore
vehicles ply on Delhi-NCR’s roads
daily, said sources.

Listing the steps her government has
taken to reduce air pollution,
Gupta said a decision has been
taken to completely convert the
public bus flest into electric
vehicles. “We have already
converted 3,500 of our buses to e-
buses. By the end of 2026, we have
set a target of converting all our
buses to e-buses. We will bring our
electric vehicle policy very soon,”
she added.

Delhi’s air quality index (AQI) remained in the
“Very Poor’ category on Wednesday, with the
AQI recorded at 334, marginally improving
from Tuesday’s 354, aided by stronger winds

thathelped disperse pollutants.

The India Meteorological Department (IMD)}
and air quality bulletins wamed that
dispersion conditions are likely to deteriorate,

Hon'ble Chief Minister
Deihi

with ventilation index values dropping below
favourable thresholds later this weelk. A
ventilation index below 6,000 m*s,
combined with wind speeds under 10 kmph,

dispersal. As a result, as per the IITM’s air

quality forecast, Delhi’s AQI is expected to

remain in the “Very Poor’ category until

December 20, with the outlook for the
following six days ranging fiom
“Very Poor’to ‘Severe’.

The AQI readings had crossed the
400-mark and fallen in the ‘Severe’
category on Saturday, Sunday and
Monday.

On Wednesday moming, due to
shallow fog, Safdarjung recorded
the lowest visibility at 700 m, while
Palam reported a visibility of 800 m.
Source apportionment data from the
Decision Support System (DSS) for
air quality management showed a
rise in transport sector emissions,
accounting for around 16% of

Delhi’s pollution load on Wednesday.

Emissions from Jhajjar in Haryana stood at

16.53%, nearly matching Delhi’s transport

sector’s contribution.

is considered unfavourable for pollutant Delhi and peripheral industries together

contributed R.06%, while Rohtak accounted
for 5.06%. Residential emissions were
estimated at 3.97%, and Gurgaon’s
confribution remained relatively low at
1.79%. According to DSS forecasts, Jhajjar is
expected to emerge as a dominant regional
polluter in the coming days, with its
contribution projected to rise sharply to
22.54% — potentially overtaking Delhi’s
transport sector emissions. The IMD
attributed the marginal improvement in AQI
to strong south-westerly winds, which
reached speeds of up to 20 kinph over the past
24 hours, aiding dispersion.

However, meteorological conditions are
expected to tum less favourable soon. While
minimum temperatures are likely to remain
near normal over the next three days, they are
expected torise by about 2 degrees Celsius.

Delhirecorded aminimum temperature of 10.4
degrees Celsius on Wednesday, which was
2.3 degrees below normal, while the day
temperature settled at 24.7 degrees Celsius,
2.5 degreesabovenormal, according to IMD.

Factory producing
fake cosmetic creams,
toilet cleaners raided
days after interstate
drug racket busted in
Ghaziabad

New Delhi.(Agency)

Four days after a major interstate racket allegedly involved
in the manufacture, repackaging and nationwide sale of
Schedule-H medicines following a raid at a factory in
Ghaziabad was busted, another unit producing fake
cosmetic creams, toilet cleaners wasraided, police said.

Investigation revealed that the operators of the two factories
are part of the same syndicate. The cosmetic creams were
being supplied across North India, sources said.

Police found that the factory manufacturing the fake creams
hadbeen operating for the past six years, and were supplied
by wholesalers in Sadar Bazaar. “We are now {racing who
were receiving the supplies and if they were aware that
those were [ake,” a police officer said.

Thousands of tubes of spurious ointment to treat skin
mnfections, over 350 kg of fake medicinal creams and
manufacturing equipment were recovered on Sunday. Two
persons were arrested as the manufacturing unit was
unearthed and counterfeit drugs and raw material worth
overRs 2.3 crore were seized, police had said.

The recovery also included around 1,200 tubes of spurious
Betnovate-C ointment, over 2,700 tubes of spurious Clop-
G ointment, more than 3,700 tubes of spurious Skin-Shine
ointment, approximately 22,000 empty ready-to-be-filled
take Clop-G tubes, besides chemicals and machinery, said
officers.

The Drugs Control department of the Delhi government had
on Saturday collected 204 samples for analysis during an
enforcement drive against illegal drug trade at Bhagirath
Palace as the stores of 27 wholesale drug dealers, which
distribute medicines across North India, were inspected.

During the drive, which the department said was part of a
crackdown on the illegal drug trade in the Capital, a store
was also sealed for not possessing the required licences in
violation of the Medical Devices Rules, according to
officials. Sources said drugs, including cough and cold
medicines, Telmisartan, Cetirizine, Paracetamol,
Metformin, were seized.

Senior citizen dies
after e-rickshaw
hits her scooter in
Delhi o

he incident occurred on Monduy when Satnam and
her hushand Rojendra Singh were riding o scooter
near Jugatpuri after offering proyers ot o gurdwaora.

New Delhi.(Agency)

A 76-year old woman died after allegedly being mowed
down by an e-rickshaw while she was on a two-wheeler,
DelhiPolice said on Wednesday.

Police identified the deceased as Satnam. The incident
occurred on Monday when Satmam and her husband
Rajendra Singh were riding a scooter near Jagatpuri after
offering prayersat a gurdwara.

“Near the gurdwara, an e-rickshaw hit the scooty, resulting
in the couple falling down and the e-rickshaw
overturning,” said an officer, adding that the couple were
residents of Gandhi Nagar.

“The two were inifially rushed to a hospital in Laxmi Nagar,
from where Satnam was sent to the Metro hospital and
Rajendra to Goyal hospital. Satnam was declared dead on
arrival by the doctors,” the officer further said.

Amid pollution curbs, workers gather at

Five Bishnoi shooters,

Labour chowk, only to return empty-handed Wwanted for murder of

Govt announces one-time relief for out-of-work labour, but not many are registered

New Delhi.(Agency)

At 12 pm on Wednesday, Dilip (27)
stood at Labour Chowk in Madanpur
Khadar with a bag confaining his
lunch. He is among the 150-0dd men
and women who gather at the spot
everyday in search of work, mostly at
construction sites.

However, with the imposition of the
strictest anti-pollution curbs in
Delhi-NCR since Saturday -
halting any kind of constraction and
demolition activities — people like
Dilip are now thronging Labour
Chowk in the hope of getting picked
up for works related to plumbing
and cleaning.

“If we get work, we will eat at the site;
if not, we will go back home. The
situation is very bad,” he said.

Dilip has heard about Delhi Labour
Minister Kapil Mishra on Wednesday
announcing Rs 10,000 in
compensation for construction
workers rendered unemployed due to
the pollution-battling Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP) 3 and
4 measures. The only problem: The

money would directly be paid to the
bank accounts of workers registered
with the government.

“T only have Aadhaar and PAN cards. T
do not know where to get registered
with the government and gef a labour
card made,” said Dilip, who earns

around Rs 500 daily, and has been
working as a beldaar (manual
labourer) for the last five years.
While he stays with his brother in a
room paying a rent of Rs 3,500, his
family stays in Lucknow.

Dilip isnotalone.

Rahul (28) has recently started working

New Metro museum at Supreme Court station
now, opens for public on December 19

New Delhi.(Agency}

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
Wednesday inaugurated a new Delhi
Metro Museum at Supreme Court
Metro station — shifting the facility
from Patel Chowk to a larger and
more interactive space, the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC)
said.

Transport Minister Pankaj Singh and
DMRC officials, including DMRC
Managing Director Vikas Kumar also
attended the event, the DMRC said,
adding that the inauguration marked
another milestone in showcasing the
evolution of the Capital’s mass rapid
transit system.

Spread across around 12,000 sq feet, the
museum houses more than 50 panels,
exhibits, kiosks and models depicting
the Metro’s construction and

operations, the DMRC’s spokesperson
said. Gupta said that the Delhi Metro
has become cenfral to the city’s

transport system and has helped reduce
dependence on private wvehicles.
Referring to the expansion of the
networls, she said the system, spanning
around 400 km, has 289 stations and
serves roughly 35 to 37 lakh passengers
daily, easing road congestion and
providing a cleaner mode of travel.

k.

as a plumber. “Half of the people

don’t know what a labour card is.

They don’t even know that

something like this exists... The

middlemen extort money to make

and renew a card,” he said while

waiting at Labour Chowk. Only
around 30 people have been
picked up for work since
morning, he added,

Maintaining that it is difficult for
migrant workers to survive in
Delhi, he added, “My youngest
child is two months old, how will
I look after my child?... 90% of
workers like us are not getting
any work, the rest are getting

. workthatisillegal.”

S “Atnight, I feel breathless when [

return home from work. At first, [
thought it was the cold, but when my
eves started buming, I realised that it
was because of pollution,” he said.

For people like Rahul, visiting a doctor
in a government hospital means
losing on a day of income. “We buy
jaggery and eat it the whole year,” he
said.

P S

Police

Recalling the time when former Prime

Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee

approved the Delhi Metro project, CM
Gupta said there was scepticism
about whether or not such a system
could function successtully.

Among the exhibits at the museum are
simulators that allow visitors to
experience driving a Metro frain,
working models of a Metro tunnel
with machines and launching girders,
and interactive digital displays. The
museum also includes a dedicated
panel on former DMRC chief E

Sreedharan, and a model of the

Operations Control Centre.

The museum will open for the public
from Friday and will operate from 10
am to 4 pm, Tuesday to Sunday,
remaming closed on Mondays and
public holidays.

and

carri

kabaddi player and
Lawrenece’s ex-friend,

arrested

New Delhi.(Agency)

Five shooters attached to jailed gangster Anmol
Bishnoi, allegedly involved in three high-profile
murders in Punjab and Haryana, were arrested
by the Delhi Police Special Cell on Tuesday.

Additional Commissioner of Police (Special Cell)

Kushwah said Piyush Piplani (28) and

Ankush Solanki (23) from Haryana, as well as
Kunwarbir (30), Lovepreet Singh (26) and
Santokh alias Kapil Khatri (31) from Punjab,
were arrested in two operations.

said the shooters are prominent members of

Arzoo and Anmol Bishnoi-Harry Boxer
syndicate, which is being operated from Canada
and the US. The syndicate had put the Punjab
and Haryana Police on high alert after allegedly
murdering a bar and restawrant owner in

itsar in September and a national-level

kabaddi player in Panchkula in June. The
syndicate, which was targeting kabaddi players

businessmen to extort them, was also

allegedly involved in the murder of a former
friend of jailed gangster Lawrence Bishnoi in
Chandigarh earlier this month.

Kushwah said that Piyush and Ankush were
among the main shooters in the murder of
Lawrence's former friend Inderpreet Singh alias
Parry, who was killed in Chandigarh’s Sector 26
on December 1. Parry’s murder was allegedly

ed out against the backdrop of a gang war

between Lawrence and Goldy Brar groups.

Piyush and Ankush were also involved in the
murder of kabaddi player Sonu Nolta on June 5
at Panchkula in Haryana, said police. “Piyush
was the lead shooter in both the niurders, while
Kunwarbvir was the driver ofthe tail and getaway
car in which Piyush and Ankush travelled to kill
Parry.

Non-BS VI cars from outside can’t enter Delhi
from today: What’s allowed, what isn’t

The restrictions come amid recurring evidences that vehicular emissions is one of the biggest and most
stubborn contributors to air pollution in the NCR.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Following days of ‘severe’ air quality
across Delhi-NCR, the Delhi govermment
has decided to implement a ban on non-BS
VI private vehicles registered outside the
national capital beginning Thursday. As of
5:30 am, the average AQI in Delhi was
recorded to be 358, which led to dense fog
conditions across the capital.

Private vehicles that flout the entry ban
will be seized. Moreover, vehicles withouta
valid pollution under control certificate
(PUCC) will not be allowed to buy petrol
and diesel at fuel pumps in Delhi, Delhi
Environment Minister Manjinder Singh
Sirsaannounced early this week.

These restrictions come amid recurring
evidences that vehicular emissions is one of
the biggest and most stubborn contributors
to air pollution in the NCR. Owing to severe
AQI levels, the Commussion for Air Quality
Management’s (CAQM) Sub-Committee
on the Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) last week had already invoked

Delhi-NCR.

Vehicular movement

1. All privately owned non-city,
non-BS (Bharat Stage) VI vehicles
will be restricted from entering Delhi
starting Thursday. This order aims to
tackle the burden of wvehicular
pollution in the Capital.

According to areport in The Indian
Express, 37 per cent of vehicles in
Delhi-NCR were heavily polluting,
compliant only with the outdated
Bharat Stage (BS) [, BS II, and BS 11T
€Missi0n NOrMms.

Therefore, if your BS-IV car has a
Noida, Gurgaon, Ghaziabad, or

work in Delhi, beginning today.

and diesel at fuel pumps in Delhi.

Stage IV (Severet) restrictions across

‘What all remains banned across Delhi?

Faridabad number, you cannot drive it to

2. Those vehicles which do not possess a
valid pollution under control certificate
(PUCC) will not be allowed to buy petrol

All petrol, diesel and CNG pump dealers
have been ordered to dispense or sell firel
only after the driver produces a valid PUCC
for the vehicle. Automatic Number Plate

Recognition and on-ground checks will be
conducted to verify the PUCC status and
emissions (BS) category of vehicles. In this
view, Delhi’s Environment Minister has
urged citizens not to argue with enforcement
officials at fuel stations and borders if their
vehicles were found to be non-compliant.

3. The ban on entry of non-BS VI
commercial vehicles such as trucks and
buses is already in place in Delhi, owing to
“very poor” air quality. However, trucks
running on LNG, CNG, electricity or BS-
Vldiesel are permitted to enter the city.

4. Under GRAP Il and GRAP IV
implemented in Delhi, BS-III petrol and
BS-1V diesel vehicles are not allowed on
Delhi’s roads. Movement of older diesel
medium and heavy goods vehicles has
been banned, with exemptions strictly for
vehicles providing essential services.

5. Delhi-registered diesel-run Medium
Goods Vehicles (MGVs} of BS-IV or
below are also not allowed, unless they
are ferrying essential commodities.

6. Light commercial vehicles (LCVs)
which are registered outside Delhi are also
barred from entering the capital, unless they
are electric vehicles, CNG-powered or BS-
VI diesel vehicles. These vehicles are also
allowed only if engaged in essential services
or carrying essential goods.
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Hooded Pitohui: World's
Only Toxic Bird That Causes
Mild Paralysis, Numbness

world . (Agency)

In the rainforests of New Guinea lives a bird unlike any
other - the Hooded Pitohui, known as the world's only
toxic bird. While most birds are harmless to humans,
this orange-and-black species carries harmful toxins
found in poison dart frogs.Touching its feathers or
ingesting its flesh can cause tingling, numbness, or
even more severe neurological effects in humans,
such as mild paralysis.

‘When was the toxic bird discovered?

Scientist Jack Dumbacher discovered the first-ever
toxic bird in the late 1980s while doing fieldwork in
New Guinea. When he handled the birds, he noticed
that after touching his mouth or eyes, he felt tingling,
numbness, and a burning sensation, according to
Discover Wildlife.Later, he realised the bird's
feathers and skin were poisonous, and even a little
contact caused these uncomfortable effects.

In 1992, Dumbacher and his team published a study
showing that the Hooded Pitohui's skin and feathers
contain a powerful poison called batrachotoxin,
along with similar toxic compounds. This was the
first confirmed case of a bird being poisonous to
humans. These toxins help the bird protect itself from
predators and parasites.

Pitohuis don't make their own poison

One of the most interesting aspects about Hooded
Pitohuis is that they don't produce poison. Instead,
they get it from their diet through a process called
sequestration, which means they store the toxins from
what they eat in their bodies.

Scientists, including Jack Dumbacher, discovered that
the Hooded Pitohui gets its poison from melyrid
beetles, which contain batrachotoxins. The birds eat
these beetles regularly, and the toxins build up in their
skin and feathers, according to Forbes.

Japan Citizens To Sue
Government Qver
"Unconstitutional’ Climate
Inaction

Japan.(Agency)

Hundreds of people across Japan will sue the central
government Thursday seeking damages for
"unconstitutional" inaction on climate change, the
country's first such litigation. The landmark lawsuit
criticises Japan's "grossly inadequate" fight against
the climate crisis, saying it jeopardises the health and
livelihoods of the approximately 450 plaintiffs.

Plaintiff Kiichi Akiyama, a construction worker, told
AFP that relentless heat forced his team to work
slower, causing "huge losses" to his business.There
have also been cases where "people collapse out in
the field, or have dropped dead after they return
home", the 57-year-old said.In the past, five climate-
related lawsuits have been filed with Japanese courts,
including against coal-fired power plants, said
Kyoto University assistant professor Masako
Ichihara, who has followed climate lawsuits in the
country.But Ichihara -- as well as lawyers working
on the suit -- say this is the first compensation claim
against the state over climate change."The
defendant's climate change measures are grossly
inadequate, and as a result, the plaintiffs' rights to a
peaceful life and to the enjoyment of a stable climate
are being violated," said the complaint summary,
which was obtained by AFP ahead of the filing.This
year, Japan sweltered through its hottest summer
since records began in 1898, and the plaintiffs argue
such heatwaves cause economic losses, ruin crops
and put many atrisk of crippling heatstroke.

Akiyama, who frequently works outside in the searing
heat, said it now takes his team triple the estimated
time to finish their projects.

Wordle Result, Then
Questions: Charlie Kirk
Murder Suspect's Texts To
Friends

world . (Agency)

The man accused of killing conservative activist
Charlie Kirk allegedly texted his friends about the
attack less than two hours after it happened. On the
morning of September 10, Tyler Robinson, 22, was
messaging a friend on Discord, sharing results of the
online word game Wordle.Under an hour before the
shooting, he guessed the answer “pouty” on his third
try and sent a celebratory meme, to which his friend
responded with one of their own, as per The
Washington Post.Prosecutors say that by then,
Robinson had already been driving three hours from
southern Utah to Utah Valley University in Orem,
where Kirk was speaking at an outdoor Turning Point
USA event. During the speech, Kirk was shot and
later died from his injuries.

About 80 minutes after the shooting, Robinson
reportedly messaged his friend, “You see this

headline for the first time in a while and it's someone
sliming charlie kirk”, “no like an hour ago”,“he's
reported dead, and the footage looks
BAD.”According to charging documents, Robinson
told his roommate shortly after the shooting, “I had
enough of his hatred. Some hate can't be negotiated
out.”Friends described Robinson as someone who
followed current events closely but showed no clear
partisan bias. During the 2020 presidential election,
he wrote on Discord. “[Joe] Biden is in the lead
electoral votes wise, but there are still some swing
states that haven't finished voting, as well as most of
the west coast. raw votes donald is in the lead by a
little over 1 million votes.”They said he disliked
bullies and “hateful people” and generally avoided
confrontations.
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US approves $11 billion arms sales to Taiwan despite
Trump casting doubt on defence commitment

TAIPEL . (Agency)

Washington has approved $11 billion-worth
of arms to Taiwan, Taipei said Thursday,
announcing one of the largest weapons
packages for the island as it seeks to deter a
potential Chinese invasion.While
Washington is traditionally Taiwan's
biggest arms supplier, remarks by US
President Donald Trump raised doubts
about his willingness to defend the
democratic island.Taiwan has ramped up
its defence spending in the past decade as
China has intensified military pressure, but
Trump's administration has pushed the
island to do more to protect itself.

The arms sale announced on Thursday,
which still needs US Congressional
approval, would be the second since Trump
returned to office in January, after the $330
million sale of parts and components in
November.The latest, much bigger cache
features HIMARS rocket systems,
howitzers, anti-tank missiles, drones and
other equipment, according to Taipei's
foreign ministry.”This is the second arms
sale to Taiwan announced during the
Trump administration's second term, once

'Jumped on top, grabbed his arms'; Indian-origin man
who helped restrain Australia's Bondi Beach shooter

again demonstrating the US's firm
commitment to Taiwan's security," Taipei's
foreign ministry said. The potential size of
the sale rivals the $18 billion authorised
under former US president George W.
Bush in 2001, although that was ultimately
downsized after commercial
negotiations.Bush ended up selling $15.6
billion-worth of weapons to Taiwan over
his eight years in office.

During Trump's first term, the United States
approved $10 billion in arms sales to
Taiwan, including $8 billion for fighter jets.

The latest package is expected to soon
receive a Congressional rubber stamp,
given the cross-party consensus on
Taiwan's defence.Taiwan maintains its
own defence industry but the island would
be massively outgunned in a conflict with
China, and so remains heavily reliant on

US arms.The latest arms sale shows
Washington has continued to assist Taipei
in "rapidly building robust deterrence
capabilities", Taiwan's defence ministry
said in a statement.

Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te's
government has vowed to ramp up defence
spending to more than three percent of the
GDP next year and five percent by 2030,
following US pressure.lt is also plans to
seek up to NT$1 trillion in special funding
to upgrade the island's air defence systems
and increase capacity to produce and store
ammunition.The defence spending
proposals need backing from the island's
opposition-controlled parliament before
they can take effect.

China deploys military aircraft and warships
around Taiwan on a near-daily basis, which
analysts describe as "grey-zone"
operations -- coercive tactics that fall short
of an act of war.Taipei's defence ministry
said 40 Chinese military aircraft, including
fighters, choppers and drones, as well as
eight naval vessels, were detected around
Taiwan in a 24-hour period ending early
Thursday.

EU leaders gather to discuss
massive loan for Ukraine to cover

BROOKLINE, Mass . (Agency)

Amandeep Singh-Bola, a 34-year-old

man of Indian origin, said he helped
restrain one of the alleged gunmen in
Australia’s Bondi Beach mass
shooting because he wanted to bring
the assailant down and help
anyone who needed
assistance.Fifteen people were

killed and 40 others -- including |

three Indian students -- were
injured after a father-son duo
launched a gun attack on the
occasion of a Jewish festival
celebrations at the beach on
December 14.0ne of the attackers,
Sydney resident Sajid Akram, 50,
was shot dead. His 24-year-old
Australia-born son, Naveed
Akram, was injured.

Singh-Bola, a personal trainer born in

New Zealand to Indian and Kiwi
parents, helped tackle the suspect Sajid
Akram, SBS News reported.He ran
onto the bridge where the alleged
shooter was firing at people, pinning

him down with the help of a police
officer. "I jumped on top of [the
shooter] and grabbed his arms. The
police officer helped me and said not to
let him go," the report quoted him as
saying."I wanted to help get one of [the

alleged shooters] down, or just help
anybody that needed help," he said.

Singh-Bola, who initially dismissed the
gunshots as fireworks, was eating a
kebab and watching the sunset over the
beach when the shooting occurred. "It

was almost like tunnel vision - just
trying to hide behind things and not be
seen, just trying to find out where he
was. Once I saw where he was, nothing
else really mattered," he said.Singh-
Bola said police had shot the alleged

= gunman, and while he lay
on top of him, he could feel
the shooter dying.Asserting
that he was not sick from the
blood when he got up,
Singh-Bola said, "I had just
smashed back a kebab with
spicy sauce on it, so I was
actually sick from the run
down."Australia's federal
police commissioner
Krissy Barrett has
described the shooting as "a
terrorist attack inspired by
Islamic State.Sajid Akram has been
identified as an Indian citizen hailing
from Hyderabad, who migrated to
Australia 27 years ago. The other
suspect Naveed Akram is an Australian
citizen.

Abducted By Mother At 3, US Woman
Reunites With Father After 42 Years

DEHRADUN .(Agency)

AUS girl, who was abducted as a toddler
at the age of three, has been found after
42 years. Michelle Marie Newton
went missing in 1983 and was living
under a new identity of "Sharon
Nealy", completely unaware that she
was once abducted.The video
obtained by Wesh TV shows Marion
County deputies finding a woman
accused of abducting her own
daughter decades ago. In November
2025, police got a tip that led them to
Debra Newton, Michelle's mother, in
The Villages, Florida.

The Jefferson County Sheriff's Office
stated that Debra relocated from
Louisville, Kentucky, to Georgia,
claiming it was for anew job and to set
up a new home, leaving her husband,
Joseph Newton, behind.Bodycam
footage shows police arriving at her
home, with a friend joking, "They're
coming for you, Sharon!" Debra

laughed, but the deputies clearly stated,

"We're here for you, ma'am," before
arresting her. She had previously been

on the FBI's Top 8 Most Wanted list for

back around my daughter," he said.

parental kidnappings.You're not who He further said, "I wouldn't trade that
you think you are. You're a missing

person. You're Michelle Marie
Newton," the police told her. After
discovering her true identity, Michelle
immediately contacted the Jefferson
County Sheriff's Office, which helped
her reconnect with her father.

Joseph described the reunion as an

emotional and almost surreal
experience. "She's always been in our
hearts. I can't explain that moment of
walking in and getting to put my arms

moment for anything. It was just like
seeing her when she was first born. It
was like an angel."Joseph said he last
spoke to his wife between 1984 and
1985, and after that, she disappeared
completely. The search continued
until 2000, but was dismissed because
prosecutors couldn't contact Joseph.
In 2005, Michelle's name was
removed from the national missing
children databases, according to the
NY Post.However, the case was
reopened in 2016 after a family
member requested it, but there were
no major leads for years. Finally, in
2025, the police got a tip through
Crime Stoppers that provided a solid
lead to find Michelle.According to the
Commonwealth's Attorney's Office in
Jefferson County, Debra was
arraigned on a felony charge of
custodial interference. Michelle and
Joseph both attended Debra's
arraignment.During the court
proceedings, she said.

its military, economic needs

BRUSSELS . (Agency

European Union leaders are gathering Thursday for a

summit aimed at agreeing on a massive loan to cover
Ukraine's military and other financial needs for the
next two years.The leaders will also discuss migration,
the bloc's enlargement policy, trade and economies,
but working out how to fund most of the 137 billion
euros ($160 billion) the International Monetary Fund
says war-ravaged Ukraine needs is top priority.“It is up
to us to choose how we fund Ukraine’s fight. We know
the urgency. It is acute. We all feel it. We all see it,"
European Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen told EU lawmakers on the eve of the summit.

European Council President Anténio Costa, who is

chairing Thursday's meeting in Brussels, has vowed to
keep leaders negotiating until an agreement is reached,
even if it takes days.M) any leaders will press for tens
of billions of euros in frozen Russian assets held in
Europe to be used to meet Ukraine’s economic and
military needs.Such a decision has never been made
before, and it comes with risks. The European Central

Bank has warned that if Europeans appear willing to
grab other countries’ money, it could undermine
confidence in the euro. Some member nations are also
concerned about inviting retaliation from Russia.

Belgium, where most of the frozen assets are held at a

financial clearing house, is the main opponent of the
plan. It fears that Russia will strike back and would
prefer that the bloc borrow the money on international
markets.Last week, the Russian Central Bank sued the
Belgian clearing house Euroclear in a Moscow court,
raising pressure on Belgium and its European partners
ahead of the summit.

Hungary and Slovakia oppose von der Leyen's plan for a

“reparations loan.” Some 90 billion euros ($105
billion) would be lent to Ukraine until Russia ends its
war and pays for the damage it has caused over almost
four years.Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
says that totals more than 600 billion euros ($700
billion).The UK, Canada and Norway would fill the
gap beyond the 90 billion euros ($105 billion).
Bulgaria, Italy and Malta also remain to be convinced.

Pulitzer Prize-winning correspondent Peter Arnett,
who reported on Vietnam and Gulf wars, has died

LOS ANGELES. (Agency)
Peter Arnett, the Pulitzer Prize-winning
reporter who spent decades dodging bullets
and bombs to bring the world eyewitness
accounts of war from the rice paddies of
Vietnam to the deserts of Iraq, has died. He
was 91.Arnett, who won the 1966 Pulitzer
Prize for international reporting for his
Vietnam War coverage for The Associated
Press, died Wednesday in Newport Beach
and was surrounded by friends and family,
said his son Andrew Arnett. He had been
suffering from prostate cancer.“Peter
Arnett was one of the greatest war
correspondents of his generation —
intrepid, fearless, and a beautiful writer and
storyteller. His reporting in print and on
camera will remain a legacy for aspiring
journalists and historians for generations to
come,” said Edith Lederer, who was a
fellow AP war correspondent in Vietnam in
1972-73 and is now AP’s chief
correspondent at the United Nations.As a
wire-service correspondent, Arnett was
known mostly to fellow journalists when
he reported in Vietnam from 1962 until the
war's end in 1975. He became something of

a household name in 1991, however, after
he broadcast live updates for CNN from
Iraq during the first Gulf War.While almost
all Western reporters had fled Baghdad in
the days before the US-led attack, Arnett
stayed. As missiles began raining on the
city, he broadcast a live account by
cellphone from his hotel room."There was
an explosion right near me, you may have
heard," he said in a calm, New Zealand-
accented voice moments after the loud
boom of a missile strike rattled across the
airwaves. As he continued to speak air-raid
sirens blared in the background."I think
that took out the telecommunications
center," he said of another explosion.
“They are hitting the center of the city.”
Reporting from Vietnamlt was not the first
time Arnett had gotten dangerously close to
the action.In January 1966, he joined a
battalion of US soldiers seeking to rout
North Vietnamese snipers and was
standing next to the battalion commander
when an officer paused to read a map."As
the colonel peered at it, I heard four loud
shots as bullets tore through the map and
into his chest, a few inches from my face,”

Arnett recalled during a talk to the
American Library Association in2013.

“He sank to the ground at my feet.”He would
begin the fallen soldier’s obituary like this:
"He was the son of a general, a West Pointer
and a battalion commander. But Lt.
Colonel George Eyster was to die like a
rifleman. It may have been the colonel's
leaves of rank on his collar, or the map he
held in his hand, or just a wayward chance
that the Viet Cong sniper chose Eyster from
the five of us standing in that dusty jungle

path."Arnett had arrived in Vietnam just a
year after joining AP as its Indonesia
correspondent. That job would be short-
lived after he reported Indonesia’s
economy was in shambles and the
country’s enraged leadership
threw him out. His expulsion
marked only the first of several
controversies in which he would
find himself embroiled, while also
forging an historic career.At the
AP’s Saigon bureau in 1962,
Arnett found himself surrounded
by a formidable roster of
journalists, including bureau chief
Malcolm Browne and photo editor
Horst Faas, who between them
would win three Pulitzer Prizes.He credited
Browne in particular with teaching him
many of the survival tricks that would keep
him alive in war zones over the next 40
years. Among them: Never stand near a
medic or radio operator because they're
among the first the enemy will shoot at. And
if you hear a gunshot coming from the other
side, don't look around to see who fired it
because the next one will likely hit you.
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Glenn McGrath jokingly
throws chair as Nathan Lyon
surpasses his Test record

NEW DELHI . (Agency)

Australia veteran spinner, Nathan Lyon’s latest
Ashes milestone was celebrated with
wickets, records and a moment of pure
humour, as Glenn McGrath jokingly “threw
a chair” in the commentary box after being
overtaken by the off-spinner on the all-time
Test wickets list. What began as a routine
morning session in Adelaide quickly turned
into a memorable chapter in Australian
cricket folklore.

Returning to the XI after being left out of the
second Test, Lyon wasted little time in
making his presence felt on day two of the
third Ashes Test. Introduced in the 10th over,
the veteran off-spinner struck twice in four
balls to swing momentum sharply Australia’s
way. He first had Ollie Pope playing forward
to a turning delivery, with Josh Inglis

completing a sharp catch at midwicket. That
wicket drew Lyon level with McGrath on 563
Test scalps.Three balls later, history was
rewritten. Lyon drifted one into Ben Duckett,
beating the left-hander’s bat and crashing
into off stump to claim his 564th wicket. As
the record fell, television cameras cut to
McGrath in the commentary box, where the
fast-bowling great reacted with mock
annoyance, pretending to hurl a chair before
laughing it off — a moment that quickly went
viral.Lyon’s twin strikes left England reeling
at 42 for three, following Pat Cummins’
earlier breakthrough to dismiss Zak Crawley.
Australia had earlier been bowled out for 371
after resuming on 326 for eight, with Jofra
Archer finishing with a five-wicket haul.
Mitchell Starc provided late resistance with a
fluent half-century, before Archer wrapped
up the tail. With his two wickets, Lyon moved
into sixth place on the all-time Test wicket-
takers list and became Australia’s second-
highest wicket-taker, now only behind the
legendary Shane Warne, who finished his
career with 708 wickets. At 38, Lyon is also
the highest active wicket-taker in Test cricket
and the fourth-most successful spinner
overall, trailing only Muttiah Muralitharan,
Warne and Anil Kumble.

Auqib Nabi's 8.4 crore deal in
IPL auction gives J&K cricket
the hope it needs

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

After a three-week-long tussle between 32
teams, the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
(SMAT) 2025 has finally reached its
culmination, with Haryana and Jharkhand
set to face each other in the final on
Wednesday, 18 December, at the
Maharashtra Cricket Association Stadium in
Pune. Both teams have dominated the
tournament on their road to the final, sealing
their places by finishing on top of their
respective Super League groups.Ankit
Kumar-led Haryana finished second in
Group C with five wins from seven matches.
Their two defeats came against Gujarat and

Puducherry. They then topped Super League
Group A after registering victories over
Hyderabad and Rajasthan.

On the other hand, Ishan Kishan-led
Jharkhand finished at the top of Group D,
winning all eight of their fixtures. They
continued their strong form in Super League
Group B, defeating Madhya Pradesh and
Punjab, with their only loss coming against
Andhra. The two teams are now all set to
lock horns in the title clash, with all eyes on
the coveted trophy. When to watch Haryana
vs Jharkhand SMAT final live?

The Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy final between
Haryana and Jharkhand will begin at 4:30
PM IST.Where to watch the SMAT final
live?Live streaming of the SMAT final will
be available on the JioHotstar app.

Haryana vs Jharkhand: Players to watch out
forAnkit Kumar — The 28-year-old is the
highest run-scorer of the tournament,
amassing 448 runs from ten innings at an
average of 49.77 and a strike rate of 172.97,
including five half-centuries. He will once
again be key to Haryana’s chances in the
final.

Ishan Kishan — The Jharkhand captain is the
second-highest run-scorer of the
tournament with 416 runs from nine innings
at an average of 52 and a strike rate of
195.30, featuring one century and two half-
centuries.

Winning Test series in Australia harder than
getting Olympic gold: Monty Panesar

« Monty Panesar recently caught up with.in
to discuss what all has gone wrong for
Ben Stokes and his men in the ongoing
Ashes. He also touched upon his banter
with Steve Smith and revealed why he
feels winning in Australia is far more
difficult than winning an Olympic Gold.

BRISBANE. (Agency)
England find themselves in a precarious
position in the ongoing Ashes 2025-26,
trailing 02 in the five-match series. The Ben
Stokes-led side has its backs against the wall
heading into the third Test in Adelaide, as
another defeat would consign them to a third
successive Ashes loss in Australia. The Three
Lions arrived on Australian shores under the
new leadership of captain Ben Stokes and
head coach Brendon McCullum, aiming to
end a 14-year winless run in the country.
However, their aggressive batting approach
has been found wanting on Australia’s fast,
bouncy pitches.Panesar recently spoke to
India Today.in to discuss what has gone
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wrong for Stokes and his men in the ongoing
Ashes. He also reflected on England’s
famous 2010-11 Ashes triumph in Australia,
which he experienced first-hand, and
explained why he believes winning in
Australia is harder than winning an Olympic
gold medal.While England were successful
in driving the ball on the up in home
conditions, the lack of patience and
overaggressive attitude has only resulted in
easy wickets for the Australian bowlers, feels

Panesar.“I think what has gone wrong is the
way England have played on fast, bouncy
pitches. Playing on the up in those conditions
makes it much more difficult. In England you
can get away with it because the ball doesn’t
bounce as much, but adjusting from low
bounce to high bounce is a lot harder. They
could have also given themselves more of a
chance as batters. They seem to come in and
immediately go into fifth or sixth gear. At
times, it feels more like a T20 game than a

IPL auction: R Ashwin accused of leaking CSK

Former India off-spinner R Ashwin dealt
with social media trolls with the same ease
with which he once outfoxed batters using
his carrom ball, after a few users accused
him of leaking Chennai Super Kings’
auction picks before their names came up
for bidding at the mini-auction on Tuesday,
December 16.After expressing disbelief at
how easily some on social media fell for
false claims circulated about him, Ashwin
responded to a troll with a meme, adding
that a few people seemed focused only on
spreading venom.A social media user
shared screengrabs of Ashwin’s
predictions related to CSK, alleging that
they were posted minutes before the Super
Kings purchased the players at the auction,
thereby giving other franchises a heads-up
and an opportunity to inflate prices.

Ashwin had predicted that Chennai Super
Kings would buy Prashant Veer and Kartik
Sharma minutes before their names came
up for bidding. Eventually, CSK secured
both uncapped players, paying a record Rs
14.2 crore each.“The Orange Army had

a funn

Muralitharan, Vettori, analysts and scouts
sitting at the table and yet showed faith in
my tweets,” Ashwin replied.

Ashwin, who has often called for better and

more constructive fan discourse around
cricket in the country, was actively
following — and shaping — conversations
in the lead-up to the IPL auction. From

response

discussing uncapped Indian players to
conducting a mock auction featuring
cricket enthusiasts, Ashwin led the build-
up through multiple shows on his YouTube
channel. The off-spinner has remained
active on social media, regularly releasing
content on YouTube and engaging with
fans on X. Ashwin retired from
international cricket midway through last
year’s Border-Gavaskar Trophy, a five-
Test series between India and Australia.

| Ashwin returned to Chennai Super Kings for

IPL 2025 after an 11-year gap. Bought for
Rs 9.75 crore, his comeback to the
franchise was met with considerable
anticipation. However, the season did not
pan out as expected, as the off-spinner
managed just seven wickets in nine
matches while conceding 9.12 runs per
over.While speculation around Ashwin’s
future gathered pace ahead of the retention
deadline, he announced his retirement from
the IPL as early as August, a decision that
surprised many. Ashwin brought the curtain
down on a memorable IPL career in which
he claimed 187 wickets in 221 matches.

Ecuadorian police say soccer player Mario Pineida
has been shot dead in an apparent attack

QUITO . (Agency)

Ecuadorian police said on Wednesday that
Mario Pineida, a 33-year-old Barcelona de
Guayaquil defender, was shot dead in an
apparent attack as violence escalates in the
Andean nation.Another person who police
did not identify was also killed in the
incident, and a third was wounded.

Ecuador's Interior Ministry confirmed
Pineida's death without providing details.
Barcelona de Guayaquil said in a statement
its fans are saddened by Pineida's death.

Pineida started his professional career at
Independiente del Valle, where he played
from 2010 to 2015. He then moved to the
club of the coastal city of Guayaquil in 2016
and won two league titles there. The
defender also had a brief spell at Brazil's
Fluminense in 2022.Ecuadorian media
reported the incident took place in the
region of Samanes in the north end of
Guayaquil, which lies 265 kilometers (165
miles) southwest of the capital Quito.

Ecuador is expected to have its most violent

year on record with more than 9,000

connection with international drug cartels.

homicides, according to the Ecuadorian In November, a 16-year-old footballer of

Observatory of Organized Crime. That
figure was at 7,063 violent deaths last year
and a then-record 8,248 in 2023.

President Daniel Noboa has pledged to fight

criminal organizations that have expanded
their operations in Ecuadorian territory in

Independiente del Valle died from a stray
bullet, also in Guayaquil. Two months
earlier, Maicol Valencia and Leandro
Yépez, both players of Exapromo Costa,
and Jonathan Gonzalez, of 22 de Junio died
from gunshot wounds.

Test match,” Panesar told IndiaToday.in in
an exclusive conversation.England have
suffered dramatic collapses in the series so
far. In Perth, they lost six wickets for 57
runs in first innings and six more for just 39
in the second one. In Brisbane, they
slumped from strong positions to lose five
wickets for 54 runs and another five for 38
in two innings respectively.Apart from
their poor batting, fielding also hasn't
helped England much in the ongoing series
as they've shelled down several catches.
As many as five catches were dropped by
the England fielders during Australia’s
first innings in Brisbane, which allowed
the hosts to post a monumental score of
511 and take a decisive 177-run lead.Can't
afford to drop catches in Australia"“That
makes it easier for the Australian bowlers,
who can keep bowling that fifth- and sixth-
stump line until a mistake comes. We’ve also
seen some very poor collapses in Perth, and
then again at Brisbane where they went from
a strong position to losing wickets quickly.
When you bowl against Australia, you
cannot afford to drop catches. England have
dropped chances, while Australia have taken
some outstanding ones. That tells you a lot
about where both teams are mentally," he
said.

Pat Cummins scalps Joe
Root again: Australia
skipper goes past Bumrah
in key battle

New Delhi. (Agency)

Australia captain and fast-bowling spearhead Pat

Cummins once again got the better of
England’s batting mainstay Joe Root during
day two of the third Ashes Test at the Adelaide
Oval, extending a rivalry that has defined
several recent contests between the two sides.
Cummins, one of the leading quicks of his
generation, dismissed Root, England’s all-time
leading Test run-scorer, for a record 12th time
in Test cricket, moving clear of India’s Jasprit
Bumrah in the process.England’s reply to
Australia’s first-innings total of 371 got offto a
shaky start as the hosts’ bowlers made
immediate inroads. Zak Crawley fell early for
9, while Ben Duckett’s promising stay ended

on 29 as Australia tightened their grip in the
opening session.With early wickets down,
England once again turned to Root to anchor
the innings. However, his stay was brief.
Cummins produced a disciplined spell and
drew Root into a mistake, dismissing him for
19 off 31 deliveries right after lunch on Day 2.
The wicket carried added significance, as it
marked the 12th occasion Cummins has
removed Root in Tests, surpassing Bumrah’s
tally of 11 dismissals of the England
batter.Australia set England a stiff challenge
after posting 371 in the first innings, using early
movement and disciplined bowling to strike
quickly. England lost momentum inside the
opening session, and Root’s dismissal left them
chasing the game early on day two.

Australia maintained the pressure after Root’s

departure. Nathan Lyon struck twice in the
same over to remove Ollie Pope for 3,
deepening England’s troubles. Harry Brook
offered resistance and looked comfortable
during his innings, but Cameron Green
eventually broke through, dismissing him for
45. By the 36th over, England had slumped to
126 for five, firmly on the back foot.

Cummins’ influence was all the more notable

given his return for the Adelaide Test.

Joe Burns axed from Italy's maiden T20
World Cup after internal dispute: Report

Joe Burns' shock omission from
ltaly's T20 World Cup 2026
squad has sparked controversy,
with the former captain
claiming he was pushed out
after challenging cricket
standards and off-field
rocesses.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Former Australian Test opener Joe Burns, who
played a leading role in the rise of Italian
cricket, was sensationally dropped from the
side ahead of their maiden campaign at the
T20 World Cup 2026, which left people
wondering why such a drastic call was made.

Burns, who has played 23 Tests for Australia,

has become the face of Italian cricket with
his leadership playing a vital role in their run
to the T20 World Cup 2026, which will be
held in India and Sri Lanka.On Wednesday,
December 17, the Italian Cricket Federation
confirmed that Burns would not be a part of
their maiden World Cup campaign, and the
leadership duties had been passed down to
Wayne Masden instead.In the cricket board's
announcement, it was attributed that Burns'
availability and contract had not been
finalised, resulting in him being dropped
from the side. But the situation might be
more complex than it may seem.According
to a report by The West Australian, an
anonymous source revealed the internal
talks, which suggested that Burns was
pushing to improve his standards, especially
off the field. But that was met with a negative
response.“In my experience, we needed to
address systems, processes, communication
and integrity behind the scenes to give us the
best chance on the field,” Burns wrote to his
teammates earlier last month." Advocacy can
be tough, but that’s the weight of

responsibility," he added.“Their response
was that my standards were above the
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standards of Italian cricket."“Since then, a
lot of inaccurate and disparaging
information has been circulated about me,
and used as an excuse for poor operations.
“The reality of events has been misrepresented
and, as a result, many have been
misinformed — even if not intentionally.
“Please know my intentions have always been
to look after you boys like brothers and to
help us become the best team we can be.”
Burns had even addressed the contract

negotiations with the Italian board, where he

also revealed that he had taken a pay cut to
lead the side, as he believed that the
leadership role should not be one for
profit.

“Bizarrely, the Federation is now saying this
is because I didn’t agree to the WC (World
Cup)/Nov proposal,” Burns continued.

“To be clear, 1 accepted their proposal on
three separate occasions, which was for
less payment than pre-qualifying.“The
WC component was to follow MOU
terms. [ had also previously declined a
proposed captain’s bonus because I didn’t

think that role should be profited
from.“For months, I’ve wanted to focus on
the cricket. I’ve got pages of notes on roles,
strategy and training ideas that I was keen to
get stuck into with you all, but the
inefficiencies had gone on too long.”The
Italian team will have a tough run at their
maiden World Cup run, with the likes of
England, West Indies, Bangladesh and Nepal
also slotted in along with them in the group
stages, and Burns' international experience
could have given them a bit of an edge.
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N kipping the usual flashbulbs and poses,
Janhvi Kapoor made a low-key airport exit
that still turned heads. Spotted exiting

Mumbai airport on Tuesday, the actress kept

things refreshingly low-key, choosing comfort

and calm over cameras and poses. Janhvi
avoided stopping for the paparazzi, but she
didn’t ignore them either. As the actress walked
towards her car parked outside the terminal, she
acknowledged the shutterbugs with a quick
wave and a wide smile on her face. Dressed in
an 1vory top paired with relaxed, comfy
trousers, Janhvi's travel look struck the perfect
balance between chic and practical. The way
she carried herself, she looked relaxed and at

Kapoor

Masters The Art Of Low-Key
~_ Iravel And We Are Taking Notes

r l‘.
1 AT
an Accident, Germany’s Sound of Falling,
Iraq’s The President’s Cake, Japan’s Kokuho,
Jordan’s All That’s Left of You, Norway’s
Sentimental Value, Palestine’s Palestine 36,
South Korea’s No Other Choice, Spain’s Sirét,
Switzerland’s Late Shift, Taiwan’s Left-
Handed Girl, and Tunisia’s The Voice of Hind
Rajab.

Dharma Movies Celebrate Homebound’s

Achievement

The news of Homebound moving & step closer to

a potential Oscars 2026 nomination was shared
by Dharma Movies on its official social media
handle. Sharing the film’s poster, the
production house wrote, “Homebound has been

Telugu Actress Nivetha Thomas
Angry Over Her Viral Al Photos:
Unucceptuble And Unluwful

elugu Actress Nivetha Thomas has expressed

dLSappointment over her viral Al-generated

photos. On Wednesday, the actress shared a
long note on her X handle and called the circulation
of photos “unlawful and unacceptable”. She urged
everyone to stop sharing those photos and warned of
legal action.

“Ithas come to my attention that Al-generated images

misusing my identity and a recent photograph I
shared on my social media are being circulated
online. The creation and circulation of such content
without congent is deeply disturbing, unacceptable,
and unlawful. It constitutes digital impersonation
and a serious invasion of my privacy,” Thomas
wrote.“] am putting this on record. Those
responsible, including accounts operating behind
anonymity, are directed to immediately stop and
take down such content. [ urge others to recognise
the harm in enabling this behaviour. Do not reshare,
engage with, or legitimise such material in any
form. Any continued circulation will be treated as
deliberate misuse of my identity and escalated
legally,” the Darbar actress added.

Sreeleela Also Slams Misuse Of AT
Earlier today, Sreeleela, who will soon be seen in

Nitesh Tiwari’s Ramayana, also expressed concerns
over the misuse of Artificial Intelligence (Al). She
took to her Instagram account and penned a lengthy
note urging everyone not to misuse Al. She
explained that technology is to make human life
eagy, not to complicate it.“I put my hands together
and request every social media user not to support
Al-generated nonsense. There is a difference
between using and abusing technology.
Advancements in technology are meant to simplify
life, not complicate it, in my opinion. Every girl out
there is a daughter, granddaughter, sister, friend, or
colleague, even if she chooses art as one of her
professions. We wish to be part of an industry that
spreads joy, with the confidence that we are in a
protected environment,” she wrote.

‘Pichle Janam Main Yeh Star Hoga”:
Sunita Ahuja Talks About Peg

| ease, moving swiftly through the terminal. shortlisted for Best International Feature Film '

nhvi Kapoor is also in the news for a  at the 98th Academy Awards. We're deeply Dﬂg S Conﬁdence
professional high. Her film Homebound, grateful for the extraordinary love and support |
directed by Neera] Ghaywan, has been we vereceived from around the world.”
shortlisted for the 98th Academy Awards inthe Homebound On Netflix
Best International Feature Film category. Homebound, which premiered on Netflix on
%ﬂn‘ing Ishaan Khatter, Vishal Jethwa and November 21, has been steadily collecting
Janhvi KapoorThe Academy of Motion Picture  accolades across international film festivals.
Arts and Sciences announced the shortlists  The film is produced by Karan Johar, Adar
across 12 categories on Tuesday. In the Poonawsalla, Apoorva Mehta, and Somen
International Feature Film category, 15 films  Mishra with Marijke deSouza and Melita
from around the world have been selected for  Toscan Du Plantier as co-producers. Martin
the next stage. Alongside Homebound, the Scersese and Pravin Khairnar serve as
shortlisted titles mclude Argentina’s Belén, Executive Producers, adding global weight to
Brazil’s The Secret Agent, France’s It Was Just  the project. ﬁ fter spending weeks in the headlines due to

'The Awful Producers Didn't...

Radhika Apte

Wants To Forget First Film Vaah! Life Ho Toh Aisi!

speculation or rumours that have caught
Radhika Apte has been in the industry for 2 treated us horribly. Mahesh Manjrekar was a great

unconditional love.

In a recently surfaced video, Sunita Ahyja was
spotted at the airport accompamed by the love of
her life, her pet dog. The duo instantly grabbed
attention as Sunita interacted cheerfully with the
paparazzi while posing for cameras. What made
the moment even more endearing was how her
dogalsoappeared perfectly comfortable, looking
straight into the cameras as if posing alongside
her.

Sunita Ahuja’s Funny Comment Goes Viral

As the paparazz clicked pictures, Sunita couldn’t
help but joke about her pet’s star-like confidence.
Watching her dog stare into the cameras, she
quipped, “Pichle janam me yeh star hoga", a
comment that instantly won hearts online and
added a playful touch to the moment.

Sunita Ahuja’s Bigg Boss 19 Appearance and
Bond with Salman Khan

Earlier, Sumta Ahuja had also made headlines for
her appearance as a guest on Bigg Boss 19. Her
warm and friendly rapport with host Salman
Khan was widely appreciated by viewers.
Following the episode, Sunita addressed
questions about potentially working with Salman
Khan during her latest YouTube vlog, further
sparking curiosity among fans.

Sunita Ahuja Addresses Work Speculations in
Her YouTube Vlog

Inhervlog, Sunita candidly responded when asked
about her future projects and whether she would
consider collaborating with Salman Khan. Her
openness and candid tone were praised by fans
who enjoyed seeing a more personal side of her
beyond headhines and rumours.

Sunita Ahuja and Govinda’s Marriage:
Separation Rumours Explained

Apart from her pubhic appearances, Sumita Ahuja
has also been in the news due to rumours
surrounding her marriage with Bollywood actor
Govinda. Reports in 2025 suggested that Sumita
had filed for divorce in late 2024, citing reasons
such as adultery, cruelty, and desertion.

attention, but a sweet moment showcasing her
decades now, and the actress has always  guy. That’s why I like to forget my film because the

proven her versatility through the different production was awful! And I say it out loud,"
types of roles that she has done. Now, as she Radhikashared.
completes 20 years m the imdustry, Radhika wants to  The aciress, who played a supporting role m the film,
forget her first film Vaah! Life Ho Toh Aisi!, which  further continued, and while sharing how she landed
also starred Shahid Kapoor, Samjay Dutt, Amrita  the role, said, “I was domng a play called Brain
Rao, and Arshad Warsi, among others.

Surgeon. It was a good play. We won an award in a
state competition. Mahesh
Manjrekar was one of the judges. He
called me after the play and said, ‘I
wantto castyou.”"
Continuing on why she doesn’t count
Vaah! Life Ho Toh Aisi! as her first
film, she said, “Then I didn’t do
film for a long time. [ finish
college, and then I went back to films
after a long time. So, I don’t really
count that as one of the films I did.
Butyeah, it’sbeen two decades.”
Radhika Apte’s Upcoming Project
The actor is currently seen in Saali
N Mohabbat, a psychological thriller

I . . ith India T h that premiered on ZEES on
Larecent inferaction With ndia. L xpress; NEACHESS  fyoarrifior 12, 2025. Directed by Tisca Chopra, the

spoke about how she had an awful experience during film marks the filmmaker’s entry into feature
her first film and blamed the producer Sangeetha direction and has already received acclaim at

Ahir for the disappointing start to her career. “The prominent festivals, including the International Film

%;’hﬁll produc;lrs dichnl’t pl;lt dI:lhe 1R, didn’t Pay ME. Legtival of India (TFFT) and the Chicago South Asian
enmy mother and lasked (hem 10 SIgNa conlract,  pypy Fegtival With its moody, atmospheric tone,

they sald, ‘iAdrey,, el::r?n U‘rt{nilla Matogdkar di’(gl’ttslilgn Saali Mohabbat 1s being positioned as one of Apte’s
agonizact. LCon't cuowatsiestgned ornob M TER  yaony compelling performances in recent vears.
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