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A beacon on
the shore of a
stormy sed

The New Yorker, one of the anglophone world’s
most respected weekly news magazines, died the
same year it was born in 1925. However, it was
resurrected the same day before the world could
even realise that it was briefly dead. Despite the
uncertainty of its early months and years, the
magazine has survived, and now celebrates its
centenary year of existence.

James Thurber in his classic 1957 memoir, The
Years With Ross, on Harold Wallace Ross, the
founder-editor of The New Yorker, wrote with
characteristic humour that the magazine was an
“outstanding flop of 1925” when there was so
much of success around in literature, music, and
entertainment: “Its continued existence may be
accurately called life after death... the weekly was
declared dead at an executive luncheon in New
York, presided over by its chief backer, Raoul
Fleischmann. Then a miracle, in the form of a
chance encounter, resurrected the deceased.
Several hours after the coroner’s verdict, Ross ran
into Fleischmann at the wedding of Franklin
Pierce Adams, and, in that atmosphere of hope,
beginning, and champagne, they decided to have
another go at it.”In what seems to have come a full
circle, the magazine celebrates its 100 years at a
time when all the talk is about the demise of the
print media, especially the magazine format. The
New Yorker itself has spread its wings and vision
in recent years to become a multimedia brand. The
magazine did not merely survive in the city of its
making, but over the decades became a gentle
obsession of a distinct class of readers across the
globe. For a magazine that saw so much of history
unfold, from world wars to cold wars to culture
wars, the refinement of reason it cultivated was
miles away from being an ideological smithy. It
did not impatiently try to proselytise anybody or
propel a social and political movement, but was
still a movement that gently, humanely, shaped the
worldview of its readers. It’s never easy for old
institutions to weather transformation; but The
New Yorker, in its present avatar, does not look
wrinkled with crumbling knees. It is among the
news brands that has successfully learnt to carry
the weight of its own history, even while being
constantly reminded by its own readers and writers
as to what it really is, and what it should always be.

To wade past the departments of nostalgia, to keep
old loyalties, and cultivate new ones
simultaneously is the trickiest part of the business.
To ensure that one is not read by habit alone, but
for quality, and to manage disruptions in the
editorial mix is a stupendous challenge. A recent
Netflix documentary on the magazine directed by
Marshall Curry captures these transitions rather
skillfully. The documentary is just one slice of the
understated celebrations at The New Yorker’s
skyscraping landmark.

Since we live in an age of fake news and post-truth
assertions, it is significant to note that right from
its beginning, The New Yorker was obsessed about
the idea of fact-checking. As technology
progressed, the magazine perhaps borrowed a
method from science to make its prose not just
incisive, but verifiably precise. It established a
protocol around opinion very early. Thurber
wrote: “[Ross’s] checking department became
famous in the trade for a precision that sometimes
leaned over backward. A checker once said to me,
‘If you mention the Empire State Building in a
Talk piece, Ross isn’t satisfied it’s still there until
we call up and verify’.” This fact-checking culture
became more established with Ross’s successor
William Shawn, then the two editors who followed
him, Robert Gottlieb and Tina Brown. The
magazine has continued to answer the complexity
of the question under its current editor, David
Remnick. In the Netflix documentary, an Indian
woman with a nose pin is seen verifying cat names.

Something is rotten in the state of Goa

Arpora nightclub blaze has exposed blatant violations and rampant corruption

GOA, a tiny state on the western coast of India, is the land
of my ancestors, who were Hindus. My maternal
grandmother told me that our distant ancestors had
arrived there with the sage Parshuram, who had fired an
arrow that struck the fertile land of Goa, following which

laundering. As per a report in a leading English
newspaper, when electoral bonds were the flavour of the
season, the brothers or the companies they controlled
deposited Rs 37 crore in the scheme (which was later
scrapped). This needs to be verified.

the Goud Saraswat community has been living there for Now, the BJP, like any other political party, has to collect

acons.The last time I met my grandmother was in 1952,
when I arrived at her home unannounced with my books
to prepare for the UPSC’s civil services examination.
She stayed alone in her huge house with an old woman
for company and to cook her meals. I arrived after dusk.
To my surprise, all the doors were open. Murders and
thefts were rare in Goa in those times.

Goa has progressed into a state comparable to
any other in the Indian Union, alive in a
sense that it is afflicted by crime and
corruption. When the colonial rulers, the
Portuguese, were driven out in 1961, the
state was merged into the Union of India.
The two core services, the IAS and the IPS,
were introduced and the judiciary
reorganised on the lines of neighbouring
states.At first, the local inhabitants were
very happy. The new rulers were among
their own and till the casino culture gained
prominence in Goa, disaffection with those |
who ruled was minimal. The Congress gave
way to the BJP, which ensnared most of the
rival legislators through the lure of office.It
can be safely said that till BJP leader
Manohar Parrikar was the Chief Minister,
crime and corruption had been checked
despite the influx of citizens from northern
states and the inroads of the casino culture.

The current government led by Pramod [z
Sawant has allowed the hold that Parrikar =
had on the administration to slip so badly
that Herculean efforts will be needed to restore the rule of
law. The fire that swept through the nightclub called
Birch by Romeo Lane, killing 25 people — including 20
poor migrants who had shifted to Goa to make a living—
sums up the sorry state of governance under Sawant’s
rule.Two brothers, Gaurav and Saurabh Luthra, owned
the nightclub, along with “sleeping partner” Ajay Gupta.
The land had been leased to them by the owner, Surinder
Kumar Khosla, though he knew that no construction was
permitted there since it lay astride former salt pans.It has
been reported that Gaurav and Saurabh, both residents of
Delhi, share their residential address with 42 firms, most
of which are probably shell companies. The
Enforcement Directorate would be well advised to
ascertain if these firms are conduits for money

money by all means, fair or foul, in order to run its
electoral machinery. In Goa, nightclubs and casinos
present the politicians with easy pickings. The
constructions that have changed the face of the Goan
countryside are, of course, their prime source of funding.
The Luthra brothers were in Delhi when the fire struck
their nightclub built with birchwood and having thatched

roofs — all combustible material. They were informed
telephonically within minutes of the disaster.
Immediately, they booked a flight to Thailand to avoid
arrest. CM Sawant’s minions went into top gear and
managed to get the brothers arrested from Phuket. The
government hoped that the public would forget that the
real culprits were hose who had shut their eyes to the
illegalities. Who are the officials who permitted the
nightclub to operate brazenly on land on which no
construction was permitted? If a politician has given the
green signal, he or she should be exposed. Why have the
erring officials not been named as co-accused along with
the Luthra brothers and the landowner?

The officer in charge of the plice station where the
nightclub was operating is reported to have sent a written

Bengaluru must sustain recent cleanliness gains

report to his superiors. He alleged that he was told to
“keep quiet”. If that is so, there is no solace for law-
abiding citizens of Goa if the senior officers who should
have enforced the law are themselves complicit in the
crime committed under their very noses.

My brother retired as the head of the Town and Country

Planning Department in the Central government. He

worked for five years after retirement as the Director of

the School of Planning and Architecture in New Delhi. He

told me that he is not abreast of the happenings in his

previous department in Goa, though he lives in our

ancestral home in the village. I consulted him about this

fiasco. His first comment was that the land on which the
nightclub was built was an “eco-sensitive
zone, subject to tidal action”. According to
the Goa Regional Plan (2001-21), which
was approved in 2008, no construction can
be permitted on such land.

The second mandatory requirement that was
disregarded was that there has to be a
minimum distance of 70 metres between
any building and the spot which a fire
tender can access. In the Arpora case, the
fire tenders had to operate from a distance
of 400 metres, which was obviously
ineffective. Planners should have pointed
out these requirements to those
empowered to permit construction.Most
native Goans feel that there is no
governance in their state. It has collapsed
beyond repair and only a change of guard
can stem the rot.

The CM is attempting to shift the blame to
officials. He has suspended a few of them
and threatened not to spare any other who
has not acted in good faith. He has not
pointed a finger at any politician! But

without political blessings, these violations could not

have occurred. Goa is too small a state for its residents not
to be aware of the levels to which corruption has risen.

The 20 migrants who lost their lives represented the India

that has not benefited from PM Narendra Modi’s
development initiatives and the economic advances the
country has made. There appears to be a sense of oblivion
about the existence of this India when decisions have to be
taken, like they have to be taken every day by those who
rule.When Covid struck, our Prime Minister abruptly
announced a lockdown. He forgot to factor in the poor
migrants who were left without shelter and sustenance.
PM Modi’s acolytes in Goa apparently don’t spare a
thought for the migrants who go there to make a living.
Forgetting about this parallel, poor India is inexcusable.

The country’s IT capital seems to be finally sloughing off its embarrassing title of ‘Garbage City’ with a multi-pronged strategy

The country’s IT capital seems to be finally sloughing off its

embarrassing title of ‘Garbage City’ with a multi-pronged
strategy. The recent changes in Bengaluru are not the
government’s doing alone—it includes residents
segregating waste at source more scrupulously and paying
a waste management cess. For itself, the city
administration is clearing dirty spots, its marshals are
hounding litterbugs, and an extensive campaign against
single-use plastic is on. An integrated waste management
system has been implemented to scientifically dispose of
e-waste, channel plastic into road-building and cement-
manufacturing, and produce energy from waste. Helplines
and 76 Kasa kiosks or centres for segregated waste have
been set up. All of this adds up to a promising start that
deserves to be sustained.This collaborative system is
necessary for a city where roadside waste heaps have
become the norm, landfills have risen in the suburbs, and
the population has displayed increasing disdain for
discipline. Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivakumar, who
holds the Bengaluru development portfolio, has shown his
resolve to bring in change. As the Greater Bengaluru
Governance Act, 2024 came into force this May, the city

was divided into five zones for easier management. The
garbage contractors’ cartel was dismantled, and a battery
of senior officers brought in to oversee waste
management. The ‘garbage tax’, which yielded ?350 core
in two months, is being ploughed back into the city.The
country’s IT capital seems to be finally sloughing off its
embarrassing title of ‘Garbage City’ with a multi-pronged
strategy. The recent changes in Bengaluru are not the
government’s doing alone—it includes residents
segregating waste at source more scrupulously and paying

a waste management cess. For itself, the city
administration is clearing dirty spots, its marshals are
hounding litterbugs, and an extensive campaign against
single-use plastic is on. An integrated waste management
system has been implemented to scientifically dispose of
e-waste, channel plastic into road-building and cement-
manufacturing, and produce energy from waste.
Helplines and 76 Kasa kiosks or centres for segregated
waste have been set up. All of this adds up to a promising
start that deserves to be sustained.This collaborative
system is necessary for a city where roadside waste heaps
have become the norm, landfills have risen in the suburbs,
and the population has displayed increasing disdain for
discipline. Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivakumar, who
holds the Bengaluru development portfolio, has shown his
resolve to bring in change. As the Greater Bengaluru
Governance Act, 2024 came into force this May, the city
was divided into five zones for easier management. The
garbage contractors’ cartel was dismantled, and a battery
of senior officers brought in to oversee waste
management. The ‘garbage tax’, which yielded ?350 core
in two months, is being ploughed back into the city.

Filling the Constitution’s eloquent gaps

Constitutions derive much of their power from what they leave unsaid. Indian courts have implicitly sided with legal philosopher Ronald Dworkin, for whom the

law encompasses not merely explicit rules, but also principles. But when courts fill textual gaps, do they discover latent rights or create new laws

Ludwig Wittgenstein famously concluded his Tractatus
Logico-Philosophicus with the injunction: “Whereof
one cannot speak, thereof one must be silent.” Yet, when
it comes to constitutions, silence seldom restrains. It is
often the very space into which the judiciary speaks.

The Indian Constitution, among others, derives much of its
transformative power not from what it proclaims, but
from what it leaves unsaid. This silence, far from being a
void, has emerged as a crucible in which our most
progressive jurisprudence has been forged.The concept
of constitutional silence admits multiple taxonomies.
There is intentional silence, where the framers
deliberately leave matters open-ended, bequeathing
interpretive flexibility to future generations. Then there
is the unintentional silence, which arises from the
inevitable lacunae left unforeseen that no Constituent
Assembly, however prescient, could have anticipated.
The distinction matters, as courts have historically
treated deliberate omission with greater deference than
inadvertent oversight.As Michael Foley observed in The
Silence of Constitutions, certain gaps are valuable “not
in spite of their obscurity, but because of it”. These
constitutional abeyances provide the mechanism by
which intractable conflicts are postponed until political
conditions permit resolution.The basis on which courts
address textual gaps reveal deeper commitments about
the nature of law. Hans Kelsen’s positivism advanced the
closure principle—where law does not explicitly
prohibit, it implicitly permits. For Kelsen, apparent gaps
merely represent interpretive ambiguities within a
conceptually complete normative hierarchy crowned by
the Grundnorm.H L A Hart’s riposte in The Concept of
Law introduced the enduring concept of open texture. He

stated that legal rules possess a “core of settled meaning”
surrounded by a “penumbra of debatable cases” where
judges exercise strong discretion, effectively legislating
rather than discovering pre-existing rights.

Ronald Dworkin challenged this discretion
thesis fundamentally. His hypothetical judge
Hercules, possessed of “superhuman
intellectual power and patience”, could
always identify the single right answer
through principled interpretation to address a
fundamental jurisprudential problem: How
do judges resolve cases where established
legal rules provide no clear answer? For
Dworkin, law encompasses not merely
explicit rules, but also principles. These
principles are the background moral
considerations providing answers even where
rules are silent.

The debate crystallises a question central to
constitutional silence: when courts fill gaps,
do they discover latent rights or create new
law? Indian jurisprudence has implicitly
sided with Dworkin, treating unenumerated
rights as embryonic within constitutional text
rather than judicial innovations.The Supreme
Court’s transformation of Article 21
exemplifies this approach with particular eloquence. The
provision’s text is spare—"“no person shall be deprived
of his life or personal liberty except according to
procedure established by law”. Neither ‘life’ nor
‘personal liberty’ receives a definition. This silence has
proved generative beyond measure. In the Maneka
Gandhi (1978) case, the Supreme Court declared that

personal liberty possesses “the widest possible
amplitude”. It displaced the earlier, restrictive
interpretation adopted in AK Gopalan (1950).

From this foundation, courts have read into silence a

constellation of unenumerated rights: to livelihood,
clean environment, speedy trial, free legal aid,
education, health, and human dignity. Each represents
not judicial legislation, but what Justice Chandrachud in
Puttaswamy (2017) described as rights “inherent in
every human being by birth”, a naturalist framing that
treats constitutional silence as concealing rather than
precluding. The court’s unanimous declaration of

privacy as a fundamental right, despite the Constituent
Assembly’s express rejection of Fourth Amendment-
style protections, demonstrates this.The basic structure
doctrine represents perhaps the most consequential
exercise in addressing constitutional
silence. Article 368 was originally
silent on limits to parliament’s
amending power. In Kesavananda
Bharati (1973), the court quoted
German jurist Dieter Conrad: “Any
amending body organised within the
statutory scheme, howsoever verbally
unlimited its power, cannot by its very
structure change the fundamental
pillars supporting its constitutional
authority.” The doctrine exemplifies
deriving implied limitations from
constitutional architecture rather than
explicit text. As Justice A K Ganguly
observed in Bhanumati (2010): “The
basic structure doctrine vis-a-vis
Article 368 emerged out of this concept
of silence in the Constitution.”The
concept of constitutional morality,
traced to English historian George
Grote and emphasised by B R
Ambedkar, also provides courts with the tool for filling
silences. Justice D Y Chandrachud’s observation in the
Delhi governance case of 2018 that “constitutional
morality requires filling in constitutional silences to
enhance and complete the spirit of the Constitution”
articulates the idea that the silences be filled by
constitutional morality than majoritarian sentiment.
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Silver slips after hitting
record high of Rs 2.04
lakh/kg in Delhi, gold flat

New Delhi.(Agency)

Silver prices retreated from the record level in the
national capital on Friday, with the white metal
plunging by Rs 3,500 to Rs 2,04,100 per kilogram
due to emergence of fresh selling from stockists and
retailers, according to the All India Sarafa
Association.It had surged Rs 1,800 to scale a fresh
peak of Rs 2,07,600 per kg on Thursday.

In the local bullion market, gold prices are traded
almost flat at Rs 1,36,515 per 10 grams (inclusive of
all taxes) from Thursday's closing of Rs 1,36,500 per
10 grams.In the international markets, spot gold
slipped by USD 10.09, or 0.23 per cent, to USD
4,322.51 per ounce.On the other hand, spot silver
was trading 0.56 per cent higher at USD 65.85 per
ounce in the overseas trade.

Digital healthcare Company
Practo planning IPO: What's
the timeline

Kolkata.(Agency)

Practo is a digital-first healthcare platform that
connects patients with healthcare providers such as
hospitals and doctors via online booking and
teleconsultations, pharmacy. The company employs
aB2C and B2B model. The revenue streams are from
subscription fees, commissions, advertising and
corporate health packages. Practo is a 17-year-old
company. Its investors include Sequoia Capital,
Matrix Partners and Tencent Holdings.It allows
patient parties to find doctors, clinics, hospitals with
verified credentials does bookings for in-person
appointments and/or online
consultations/telemedicine. It also allows patients to
order medicines and book lab tests and even store and
manage personal health records. In their B2B
segment Practo offers clinic management software
for appointments, EMR, billing, and analytics.Practo
is now preparing to come out with its public issue.
Reports have stated that Practo is on the way of
finalising merchant bankers to manage the public
issue. Also a Bloomberg report has stated that Practo
holding ompany is based in Singapore and it is
preparing to shift its head office in India and it could
be over in a couple of months.

Talks with potential lead managers

Practo is headquartered in Bangalore. It has now
intensified discussions with potential advisors for the
public issue. According to sources, bankers could be
appointed by January. However, the IPO structure
and exact timeline are yet to be finalised and
obviously these could change. It is believed that this
healthcare company may launch its IPO in the market
by the second half 0f2026.

Strong IPO market

The IPO deluge and the enthusiastic investor response
to these issues have triggered the Practo
management. There have been as many as 103 IPO
listings in 2025 so far (till Dec 20) and some of the
shares are doing very well. The increasing
participation of retail investors and continuous
inflows into mutual funds have boosted the
confidence of companies trying to raise capital from
the market. Almost a dozen and a half of startups have
successfully tapped the capital markets this year.
Practo's IPO plan is a sign that growth-stage and
technology-based companies are feeling
emboldened to mobilise capital in this market.

Did MGNREGA act as safety
net for casual labour during
sowing, harvest

New Delhi.(Agency)

One of the most contentious provisions of the new
rural employment Bill — which seeks to replace the
20-year-old MGNREGA — is that it empowers the
states to pause the scheme for 60 days of their choice
during peak sowing and harvest seasons.

The Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Bill, which was
passed by the Parliament on Thursday drew flak
from several quarters over this provision.

Asection of civil society claimed that it will reduce the
bargaining power of manual casual labour, as
MGNREGA acted as a safety net and a fall-back
option if farms did not give them a better deal in
terms of wages. Data shows that typically, work
demand for MGNREGA dipped from July to
November in each financial year, coinciding with
peak kharif and rabi sowing and harvest seasons
across most parts of India. This was also the time
when perhaps farms offered better wages to these
workers during sowing or harvesting time, or
MGNREGA wages were so low that they were not
the first choice for workers and only acted as a safety
net in times of crisis. With this safety net gone, civil
society groups and activists say that it could open the
labour market to exploitation.The government,
however, said that the two-month pause in work will
have to be aggregated and not continuous and will
prevent labour shortages during critical farm
operations and avoid labour being diverted away to
guaranteed-wage worksites. This, in turn, would
prevent wage inflation, as stopping public works
during peaks prevents artificial wage inflation that
raises food production costs. The argument also is
that with machines being extensively used in farms
nowadays across India, the use of manual labour for
agriculture activities is going down with each
passing day.Meanwhile, a group of eminent
economists from across the world wrote an open
letter to the Indian government in support of
MGNREGA, saying that the current shift to devolve
the scheme to states and without commensurate
fiscal support, will threaten MGNREGA’s existence.

Govt likely to miss income tax
collection by a big margin

Net income tax collection in
FY26 till December 17 rose
by 6.4% to Rs 8.47 lakh
crore against Rs 7.96 lakh
crore even as the total net

direct tax collection rose hy

collections till 17th December, the
government might miss the target by a
big margin.Net income tax collection in
FY26 till December 17 rose by 6.4% to

income. The income threshold was
increased from Rs 7 lakh to 12 lakh,
making any income up to Rs 12.75 lakh
tax free (after including the standard

Rs 8.47 lakh crore against Rs 7.96
lakh crore even as the total net direct
tax collection rose by 8%. To
achieve the budget target Rs 14.4
lakh crore, the income tax collection
must grow by 70% in the next three
months.

8%

New Delhi.(Agency)

The government is likely to miss its
ambitious income tax collection target of
15% for FY26 by a big margin. Despite
the 2025 Union Budget announcing a
major relief to individual taxpayers, the
government had set a steep target of 15%
growth in income tax collection in FY26.
However, going by the net income tax

“Overall, ICRA expects a sizeable
miss in personal income tax
collections relative to the FY26
Budget target of Rs. 14.4 lakh crore,
which entails a 15% growth over the

FY2025 provisional number,” says

Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist, [CRA

Ltd.Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman
in the Budget 2025 announced a slew of The new tax slab also significantly reduces
sops to ease the burden on the taxpayers of
the country. Her personal income tax
proposals include an increase in the
threshold up to which no tax is levied on

deduction of Rs 75,000).

RBI's Central Board Deliberates On
Domestic And Global Economic Situations

New Delhi.(Agency)
New Delhi: The Reserve Bank of India's
(RBI) central board, on Friday,

Departments and the draft report on
Trend and Progress of Banking in India,
2024-25," the statement added.

deliberated on the state of the local and The meeting was attended by Deputy

international economies and related
issues, with Governor Sanjay
Malhotra presiding over the 620th
meeting of the Central bank's central
board of directors. According to a
statemet from the RBI, the Board also
approved the risk-based deposit
insurance framework for banks. "The
620th meeting of the Central Board of
Directors of the Reserve Bank of India
was held today in Hyderabad under
the Chairmanship of Governor Sanjay
Malhotra," RBI said in an official
statement.The Board discussed the
global and domestic economic
situation and associated challenges.
Additionally, it examined the Trend
and Progress of Banking in India,
2024-2025 draft report, and the
operations of a few Central office
departments."It approved the risk-
based deposit insurance framework for
banks. The Board also reviewed the
activities of select Central Office

Earlier,

Governors T. Rabi Sankar,

— N Y |

Swaminathan J, Poonam Gupta, and
Shirish Chandra Murmu. Other
directors of the Central board --
Nagaraju Maddirala, Department of
Financial Services Secretary; Satish K
Marathe, Revathy Iyer, Pankaj
Ramanbhai Patel, and Ravindra H
Dholakia, too, attended the meeting.

the RBI had issued a
compounding order under Section 15 of
the Foreign Exchange Management Act

(FEMA), 1999, in the case of Nearbuy
India Private Limited, which has
resulted in the termination of
proceedings against the company for
alleged contraventions of the Act, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) said.
The order was passed by the RBI on
October 17 after the issuance of "No
Objection" by the ED, an agency
statement said. In this case, based on
credible information received, an
investigation was taken up by the
ED under the provisions of the Act.
"After completion of investigation,
the agency filed a complaint under
FEMA before the Adjudicating
Authority on December 3, 2024,
pointing out the contraventions under
the FEMA which include late reporting
of foreign inward payments under Para
9(1)(A) of Schedule 1 to FEMA
20/2000-RB, covering Rs 35.82 crore,
late filing of Form FCGPR after issuing
shares under Para 9(1)(B) of the same
schedule, covering Rs 73.01 crore."

The RBI has now done the compounding

for these contraventions, the statement
said.

India, Oman FTA to come into effect in 3 months

NEW DELHI.(Agency)

he India-Oman Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) will come into effect within
three months, the Commerce and
Industry minister Piyush Goyal said
on Friday, a day after the two countries
signed the agreement. Goyal also said
that several Indian companies like
Apollo, Amul, Amity will be
exploring investment opportunities in
Oman, confirmed the minister.

“The Oman minister and I have
discussed and decided that we will try
to operationalise the agreement within
three months,” said Goyal during a
media briefing on Friday.

India will get duty-free market access
for its 99% exports in value terms to
Oman. Currently, only 15.33% of
India’s exports enters Oman at zero
duty under the MFN regime. As
highlighted by Commerce Secretary
Rajesh Agrawal, one of the biggest
gains from this FTA comes from the
services sector, with Oman opening up

100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
for India. This move can boost India's
services exports.

India is planning to invest in domains like
battery manufacturing, green hydrogen

production, education and medical
sector in Oman. Amity and Apollo
Group have committed to make
investments for the education and
healthcare sectors, respectively.While
Oman has opened the majority of the
sectors for India, the latter has
maintained a protectionist stance for

some of its sensitive sectors. As
confirmed by the Ministry, India has
placed 2,789 tariff lines in the exclusion
list under the India-Oman CEPA,
protecting key domestic sectors such as
transport equipment, major
chemicals, cereals, fruits and
vegetables, spices, coffee and tea, and
animal-origin products.Sensitive
value-chain industries including
rubber, leather, textiles, footwear,
petroleum oils, and mineral-based
products are also shielded to
safeguard manufacturing
competitiveness and farmer
interests. While India has maintained
its protectionist stance for the dairy
sector, Amul India and Oman Dairy
have planned to get into a joint
venture to set up their plant in Oman.
“Already we have received an interest
from the Oman dairy to have a joint
venture with Amul dairy and other
dairies in India are also welcome to go
and explore the potential there,” said
Goyal.

the tax burden on all with the highest tax
rate of 30% applicable on income over Rs
24 lakh from the earlier Rs 18 lakh. The
new tax slab also increases the basic

exemption limit from Rs 3 lakh to Rs 4
lakh, which means the first Rs 4 lakh
would attract no taxes. The government
had estimated a revenue loss of Rs 1 lakh
crore due to its direct tax
proposals in the
Budget.Meanwhile, corporate
income tax collection rose by
10.5% so far in FY26 till 17
December 2025 to Rs 8.17 lakh
crore. The budget target for FY26
is Rs 10.82 lakh crore. Corporate
advance tax collection during the
period rose by 8%, while advance
personal income tax collection
declined 6.5% during the
period.“Overall the corporate
advance tax increase signals good
corporate earnings. Non- corporate
advance tax collections have however
declined possibly on the back of rate cuts
for individuals given in the previous
budget,” says Rohinton Sidhwa, Partner,
Deloitte India.

Adani Group in talks for
nuclear sector entry through
SMR project in UP

New Delhi.(Agency)

Gautam Adani’s conglomerate is in discussions
with the Uttar Pradesh government to foray into
India’s nuclear sector. According to a news report
citing sources, the company plans to build eight
200-megawatt Small Modular Reactors (SMRs)
within the state.However, the state government
has yet to identify a suitable riverside site, which
is essential to ensure a steady water supply for the
reactors. Other major Indian conglomerates,
including the Tata Group, Reliance Industries
Ltd., and the JSW Group, are also jockeying for
access to this emerging sector.

As per the report, the discussions with the Uttar
Pradesh government are centered on a public-
private partnership (PPP) model. Under this
arrangement, the state-run Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Ltd. (NPCIL) would operate
the proposed plant on behalf of the Adani
Group.The state-run Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre (BARC) is currently working on the
design and development of the 200 MW SMRs
that the Adani Group intends to install. The entire
project is expected to take five to six years to
complete following government approval.
Sources noted that the timeline is slightly
extended because the Adani Group is a new
entrant in the nuclear energy space.

India currently operates approximately two dozen
nuclear reactors across seven locations,
contributing roughly 3% of the country's total
electricity generation, according to a
parliamentary statement made in July. While
current capacity stands at 8,780 MW, plans are
underway to boost this to 13,600 MW through
projects in various stages of implementation.

Meanwhile, the Sustainable Harnessing and
Advancement of Nuclear Energy for
Transforming India (SHANTI) Bill, 2025, was
introduced in the Lok Sabha on December 15,
2025, and has since been passed by both Houses
of Parliament. The SHANTI Bill replaces the
Atomic Energy Act, 1962, and the Civil Liability
for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010. While the 1962
Act previously governed the development of
atomic energy.

Indian Indices End Week In Bullish
Tone Over Positive Global Cues

At close, the Sensex was up
44755 points or 0.53 per
cent at 84,929. Indian
equities were traded in a
cautious tone for most of the
week, weighed down by

persistent FIl outflows, rupee

depreciation, and heightened

global uncertainties.

—
New Delhi.(Agency)

Indian equity benchmarks closed on a
strong note this week, snapping a four-day
losing streak amid positive global cues
stemming from US inflation data. The
market ended the week in a bullish tone

with Nifty surging 0.18 per cent during
the week and 0.58 per cent on the last
trading day to 25,966, after a softer US
CPI print boosted expectations of a milder

Fed stance.

Atclose, the Sensex was up 447.55 points or
0.53 per cent at 84,929. Indian equities
were traded in a cautious tone for most of

A

sentiment across

the week, weighed down by persistent FII
outflows, rupee depreciation, and
heightened global uncertainties. Further,
early sessions also saw pressure from
rising Japanese bond yields and
expectations of Bank of Japan (Bol)
tightening, which amplified risk-off
emerging

markets.Bargain hunting and lower
crude prices helped large caps drive a
late rebound, trimming most of the
week’s losses, market watchers said.
Broader indices also rose marginally
during the week, with the Nifty
Midcap100 up 0.04 per cent, while
Nifty Smallcapl00 was unchanged
during the week. It gained 1.34 per cent
at the close.On the sectoral front, all
sectors traded with a positive bias.
Major contributions came from Nifty
Realty, Auto, Healthcare, and
Chemicals, while other sectors also
posted modest gains. Nifty has 26,200-
26,300 as stiff resistance levels while
25,700-25,800 levels will act as
support zone, they added.Analysts said
markets will likely maintain a
cautiously positive bias in near future
but remain highly sensitive to global cues.
Key drivers going forward include
comments from the global central banks
for the 2026 policy trajectory. While
sentiment remains constructive, near-
term volatility may persist amid
uncertainty over trade deal timelines and
the Indian rupee stability, they added.




THE PHCTON NEWS

03,

www.thephotonnews.com

Sunday, 21 December 2025

Soon, air purifiers at 10,000 govt school
classrooms: Delhi Education Minister

New Delhi.(Agency)

Seon, air purifiers will be installed in 10,000
classrooms at government schools to ensure
clean air for the students, Delhi Education
Minister Ashish Sood announced on Friday,
while maintaining that a tender has been
floated. Speaking to mediapersons, Sood
said the 10,000 air purifiers will be installed
in the first phase of the project, and the plan
is to extend the facility to all government
schools in Delhi.

According to Sood, there are 38,000
classrooms in government schools of Delhi.
“We want our children to study smart and
also breathe smart air. In the first phase, air
purifiers will be installed in 10,000
classrooms. Tenders have been floated today
itself,” he said. “The objective is to ensure
that air pollution does not adversely affect
children’s health or education,” he added.

According to Unified District Information
System for Education portal, under the

Day 2 of enforcement

drive in Delhi: 419

vehicles turned away at
borders for flouting BS-VI

norms, 374 fined

Tender floated, says Sood: all 38,000 classrooms to be covered eventually.

“Pollution in Delhi is not seasonal,

Citing a recently tabled CAG report,

Union Ministry of Education, there are Healleged that campaigns such as ‘Odd-Even’
or ‘Gaadi On, Gaadi Offf were “PR
exercises” whose effectiveness had been

3,556 recognised schools in the Capital with
an approximate enrolment of more than
46.29 lakh students. Of them, at
least 48.25% are government and
government-aided schools, with an
enrolment rate of 41.61%, as per
data from 2022-23. Sources said
there are 1,047 government and
government-aided schools in
Delhi.

bui the result of years of policy
failures,” Sood said, holding the
previous AAP government
responsible for the current
situation.

Sood said that in 2017-18, 30% of

Air Quality Index monitoring stations were
deliberately installed in green areas to
conceal actual pollution levels.

questioned by the Delhi Pollution Conirol
Committee and courts. “We are not those

who flaunt TIT degrees and do campaigns
like Odd-Even or Gaadi On, Gaadi Off

campaign. We are tackling the issue of

pollution through long-term administrative

measures,” he said, taking a dig at the
previous AAP governmment.

The Odd-Even scheme, first
introduced by AAP under then
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal,
was implemented twice in 2016,
from January 1 to 15 and again
from April 15 to 30. The scheme
aimed to curb vehicular pollution
by restricting the movement of
private vehicles based on the last
digit of their registration
numbers.

Sood also said Delhi is swrounded
by states, and the weather
conditions there determine the
weather here. “We are committed

towards the issue of eradicating pollution. 1

want to assure the people of Delhi that we are

taking all possible steps, which will show

their results on the ground very soon,” he
added. “From October 11, the use of
recycled construction and demolition
material has been made mandatory in
construction works,” Sood said, maintaining
that payments for civil works will not be
released without compliance.

“The Bhalswa landfill is targeted for complete

remediation by September 2026, and a
tender has been issued for the disposal of 18
lakh metric tonnes of waste. Biogas plants
have been commissioned at the Nangli
Sakrawati and Ghoga dairies for scientific
disposal of dairy waste,” he said.

The minister, who also holds the urban

development portfolio, said the Public
Works Department, using the environment
cess, will also procure mechanical road
sweepers for each Assembly constituency.
He added that Rs 175 crore has beenreleased
to strengthen municipal bodies, with an
additional Rs 500 crore under process.

AAP MCD bypoll candidate alleges tampering of Five arrested as cyber

votes in Ashok Vihar ward, moves Delhi court

After hearing the petition, Principal District and Sessions Judge Nisha Sahav Saxena of the

New Delhi.(Agency)

Seema Goyal, the Aam Aadmi Party’s

“The purported margin of victory is
shown as 405 votes. This result is
highly improbable, inconsistent with

Rohini court issued notice and listed the matter for December 24.

64 and the two misallocated polling
stations listed above,” the petition
claimed.

fraud rackets busted,
Rs 24-crore money

trail unearthed

New Delhi.(Agency)

While tracing Rs 30 lakh that a man lost to an

New Delhi.(Agency)

The second day of Delhi government’s campaign against
non BS-VI comphant private vehicles witnessed 419 cars
being turned away fromthe borders for flouting norms, the
traffic police said on Friday, adding that 374 cars were
penalised. Overall, 5,037 cars were checked at the borders.

On Thursday, 289 challans were issued to vehicles for
flouting BS-VInorms. While 2,768 vehicles were checked
at the borders, 460 were ordered to return after being found
non-compliant.

In all, 2,986 challans were issued across the Capital on
Thursday to vehicles that did not have a valid pollution
under control certificate (PUCC) while 463 light motor
vehicles were penalised for flouting BS-VI norms. Just
like Wednesday,
Westernrange of Delhi
dominated the PUCC
challan numbers, and
New Delhi recorded
the lowest, with 881
and 357 challans
issued, respectively.

On Wednesday, 2,743
challans were issued to vehicles by the traffic police,
including at borders, for not having a valid PUCC.
Additionally, while the Transport department had issued
316 challans, 687 were issued through the Automatic
Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) system, with the total
coming te3,746.

As per data shared by Delhi Police, 13,434 PUCC challans
have been issued by the traffic police due to GRAP Stage 4
violations nside the Capital. Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa, meanwhile, said that enforcement
teams have issued 11,776 challans against polluting and
non-compliant BS-VI vehicles over the 24-hour period,
starting ataround 7 pm on Thursday.

Month after jewellery
worth over Rs 1 crore
stolen from parked car in
Delhi’s Karol Bagh,
member of interstate gang
arrested

New Delhi.(Agency)

More than a month after jewellery worth over Rs 1 crore
was stolen from a car parked in New Delhi’s Karol Bagh,
a member of an interstate gang has been arrested in the
theft case, police said on Friday. The accused has been
identified as T Sarath Kumar (31), a resident of Tamil
Nadu. Jewellery valued at Rs 35 lakh has been recovered
from his possession, officers added.

The robbery took place on November 14 afier Shubham
Kotawala, a jewellery trader, had collected 62 pieces of
gold and diamond jewellery along with grading
cettificates from the International Gemological Institute
(IGI) laboratory in Karol Bagh following the
certification process.

Police said Kotawala allegedly kept the jewellery in a bag
ingide his car and stepped out briefly to attend to some
urgent work at a nearby shop. When he returned, he
found a window of the vehicle broken and the bag
missing. Based on his complaint, an FIR was registered
at Karol Bagh police station under Section 305 of the
Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

A team of officers scanned footage from nearly 90 to 100
CCTYV cameras installed in and around the crime scene
and on roads leading to the area, and questioned several
known offenders involved in similar cases.

Police said the investigation eventually pointed to a
Trichy-based gang known for targeting vehicles parked
near jewellery markets by breaking window panes. The
team zetoed in on a suspect, Sarath Kumar, after
gathering intelligence and tracking his movements in
Delhi through technical surveillance.

A resident of Tiruchirappalli in Tamil Nadu, Kumar was
apprehended by a team of the Anti-Extortion and
Kidnapping Cell of the Crime Branch on December 15
near the Nizamuddin Railway Station following a
detailed investigation and technical surveillance, police

said.
0 ©

(AAP) candidate in one of the 12

wards in the Municipal

Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
where bypolls were held in
November, has moved a Delhi
court alleging “tampering of
votes”. After hearing the petition,
Principal District and Sessions
Judge Nisha Sahay Saxena of the
Rohini court issued notice and
listed the matter for December
24. Goyal had moved a petition

challenging the results of the
MCD bye-elections of the Ashok

Vihar ward. She had claimed that 801
voters had been “erroneously” added
in the A-Block polling area. She also
claimed that two polling stations
“located outside the jurisdictional
boundary” had been “unlawfully”
included in the electoral roll.

the carlier count, and indicative of
manipulation, wrongful acceptance
of invalid votes, wrongful rejection
of valid votes, and possibly unlawful
addition of ballots from the
misallocated polling areas, including
the areas illegally added from Ward

It added, “During the counting

process, a highly suspicious,
unexplained and prima facie
frandulent reversal of the election
result occurred. After completion
of all 10 out of 10 rounds of
counting, the petitioner, Seema
Goyal, was leading by 179 votes.
However, after an unexplained
delay and after certain counting
officials moved to an inner
enclosure,

suddenly and

unexpectedly the Respondent No.

1 Smt. Veena Asija (BJP) was
declared as the purported Returned
Candidate.”In her petition, Goyal
also stated that a written complaint
had been lodged with the Returning
Officer, requesting immediate
intervention but no action was taken.

In Supreme Court, lawyer alleges sexval
assault, illegal detention by police in Noida

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Supreme Court on Friday

sought the response of the
Centre and the Uttar
Pradesh Police on a plea
moved by a woman
advocate who alleged that
she was sexually assaulted,
molested, threatened with
sexual violence and
wrongfully detained when
she wvisited the Sector 126
police station in Noida to
assist a client to file a
complaint.

A bench of Justices Vikram

Nath and N V Anjaria also
took note of allegations that
the CCTV cameras in the
police station were switched
off during the period and
directed the Gautam
Buddha Nagar police
commissioner to make sure
that the footage is not

The bench, however, asked
why the lawyer had not p

deleted but is kept in a
sealed cover.

Appearing for the petitioner,

senior advocate Vikas Singh
said, “This is a very gross
case happening right around
Delhi. If it is happening in
Noida, just imagine the
plight of the entire
country.”

approached the
Allahabad High Court
instead as the matter
pertains to UP. “We are
conscious you live in
Noida and the SC is more
convenient. But that’s the
only ground for filing under
Article327”the court asked.

Article 32 of the Constitution

grants every individual the
right to move the SC for the
enforcement of their

fundamental rights.

Justice Nath remarked, “If we

start entertaining all this,
then all over Delhi... will
start to come to the Supreme
Court only.” Singh agreed
the case may be transferred

to the HC. “Let your
lordships transfer it then. In
the meantime, direct them to
keep the CCTV. Otherwise
all the evidence will be
destroyed.”

Singh then sought to remind

that the bench was
considering a suo motu

matter in relation to absence
of functioning CCTV
cameras in police stations in
Rajasthan, ... This may be
made a test case. This
should be a message for the
entire country. This kind of
treatment to a lawyer!,”
he said. Agreeing to take
up the plea, the bench
said, “Normally, we
would not have
entertained this case.
However, considering the
serious allegations made
in the petition and the fact
that the issue also relates
tolocking of CCTV cameras
and as this bench is
monitoring the installation
and functioning of CCTV
cameras taking up an
incident from Rajasthan, we
are entertaining this
petition.”

investment frand, Delhi Police recently landed
upon a cyber crime syndicate that operated
through fake WhatsApp groups and bogus
trading applications, unearthing a money trail of
around Rs 24 crore circalated with the help of
mule accounts.

Police have busted two online investment rackets,
arresting four men — Rajiv, Monu Kumar, Mobhit,
and Rajbir Singh — who allegedly provided bank
accounts to the fraudsters. The fraudsters, in
turn, allegedly made the victims install fake
applications, promising high returns.

They ran the operation across multiple states,
duping victims of over Rs 78 lakh while
laundering around Rs 24 crore. “The
investigation has revealed a well-organised
network of cyber fraudsters operating across
several states and using fake investment/stock
trading WhatsApp groups, bogus mobile
applications, and layered mule bank accounts
opened through local agents on commission,”
DCP (Crime Branch) Aditya Gautam said.

In the first case, the complainant was allegedly
cheated of Rs 31.45 lakh after being lured info a
WhatsApp group and persuaded to install a
fraudulent investment application named
‘Cventura’ on the mobile phone, leading him to
fransfer funds into six bank accounts, said
Gautam. After he demanded profits, the group
disappeared and the application became non-
functional. Following this, a case was registered
and transferred to the Crime Branch.

During the probe, the cheated amount was found
to be routed through several mule bank accounts
to siphon off the funds. Raids were conducted in
Ludhiana and Khanna in Panjab, leading to the
arrest of Rajiv from Rupnagar and Monu Kumar
from Ludhiana.

Gautam said Rajiv was found to be a mule account
holder, with around Rs 6.45 lakh from the cyber
fraud credited to his account. Transactions
exceeding Rs 1 crore were allegedly detected in
his account before it was deactivated. Monu,
meanwhile, allegedly acted as a facilitator,
luring people to open bank accounts and selling
them to cyber fraudsters in return for
comimission, he added.

Delhi chokes in very poor air

New Delhi.(Agency)

Delhi’s air quality remained ‘very poor’
for the fourth consecutive day on Friday and
is forecast to deteriorate to the ‘severe’
category, while long queues were seen
outside pollution under control centres on
the second day of the ‘No PUC, No Fuel’
enforcement drive in the city. Official data
showed that in the past 24 hours,
enforcement feams have issued around
11,776 challans against polluting and non-
compliant vehicles as part of an aggressive
crackdown on emission sources Aacross
Delhi.

Delhi Education Minister Ashish Sood on
Friday announced that air purifiers will be
installed in 10,000 classrooms to ensure
clean air for the students. Addressing a press
conference, Education Minister Ashish
Sood said that there are 38,000 classrooms,
and air purifiers will be installed in them in a
phased manner. “We want our children to
study smart and also breathe smart air. In the
first phase, air purifiers will be installed in
10,000 classrooms. Tenders have been
floated today itself,” he added.

Official data shows there are 1,047
Government and Government-aided
schools. The minister, who also holds the
urban development portfolio, said the Public
Works Department, using the environment

cess, will also procure mechanical road
sweepers for each of the assembly
constituencies. Delhi Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa, in a separate press
conference, said that Citizen-centric
governance continued through swift
grievance redressal, with 57 complaints
received via 311, Green Delhi App,
SAMEER and social media addressed and
resolved.

As part of measures to tackle worsening
air pollution, authorities here have
banned the entry of non-Delhi private
vehicles below BS-VI standards and
enforced the “No PUC, No Fuel’ rule.
Official data showed that in the past 24
hours, enforcement feams have issued
around 11,776 challans against polluting
and non-compliant vehicles as part of an |
aggressive crackdown on emission
sources across Delhi. Even then, the 24-
hour average AQI stood in the ‘very poor’
category at 374, marginally higher than
373 recorded a day earlier. Eleven of the
40 monitoring stations in the city have
recorded ‘severe’ air quality, while 29
stations recorded AQI in the ‘very poor’
range. AnandVihar recorded the highest
AQI at 430, according to data from the
Central Pollution Control Board’s (CPCB})
SAMEER app.

Sirsa said the Goverrument has adopted a
multi-sector strategy combining
enforcement, dust control, waste
management, and vehicle regulation, which
has led to a notable improvement in AQI
levels compared to previous winters.

As part of the anti-pollution drive, 5,037
vehicles were checked at the national
Capital’s border points between 8 pm on

Thursday and 8 am on Friday to see if they
met BS-VInorms. As many as 419 vehicles
were retumned, and 374 were prosecuted.
Around 2,800 wvehicles were identified
without valid PUC certificates between 6 am
on Thursday and 6 am on Friday, a senior

Transport Department official said.
Meanwhile, nearly one lakh pollution-
related complaints have been registered
with multiple civic and enforcement
agencies in Delhi over the past five years,
according to official data. A total of 99,435
pollution-related complaints were received
till 11 am on December 18 this year, of
which 86,984 were resolved, while 12451
remain pending across various departments,
according to data from the Green Delhi App
compiled by the Delm Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC).

Aday after pollution-under-control (PUC)
certificates were made mandatory for
refuelling at petrol pumps, commuter
awareness appeared to have improved, with
many people producing the required
documents without being asked.
NischalSinghania, the president of the Delhi
Petrol Dealers’ Association, said that queues
at PUC certification centres remained
unchanged, while fuel sales had taken a hit
in some border areas. “Earlier, there was
uncertainty about how long the “No PUC,
No Fuel’ rule would continue. Now, it is
clear that it will remain in force till GRAP-
IV is in place. Sales have dipped in border
areas. Pump owners in Badarpur reported a
decline yesterday, and the trend has
continued,” hesaid.
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US tech enabled China’s
surveillance empire. Now
Tibetan refugees in Nepal
are paying the price

KATHMANDU. (Agency)

The white dome of Boudhanath rises like a silent
guardian over the chaotic sprawl of Nepal’s capital,
Kathmandu, crowned by a golden spire that pierces
the sky. Painted on each of the spire’s four sides are
the benevolent eyes of the Buddha— wide, calm, and
unblinking — said to see all that unfolds below.

Those eyes have served as a symbol of sanctuary for
generations of Tibetans fleeing the Chinese
crackdown in their homeland. But today, Tibetan
refugees are also watched by far more malevolent
eyes: Thousands of CCTV cameras from China,
perched on street corners and rooftops to monitor
every movement below.

This intense surveillance has stifled the once-vibrant
Free Tibet movement that had resonated around the
world.Nepal is just one of at least 150 countries to
which Chinese companies are supplying surveillance
technology, from cameras in Vietnam to censorship
firewalls in Pakistan to citywide monitoring systems
in Kenya. This technology is now a key part of
China’s push for global influence, as it provides cash-
strapped governments cost-effective, if invasive,
forms of policing — turning algorithms and data into
a force multiplier for control.

The irony at the heart of this digital authoritarianism is
that the surveillance tools China exports are based on
technology developed in its greatest rival, the United
States, despite warnings that Chinese firms would
buy, copy or outright steal American designs, an
investigation by The Associated Press has found.

Brazilian judge allows ex-
President Bolsonaro to leave
prison for hernia surgery

SAO PAULO .(Agency)

Brazil's former President Jair Bolsonaro, who has
been serving a 27-year prison sentence for an
attempted coup since November, was granted
permission on Friday to leave prison for a hernia
surgery. The date of the surgery has not been
announced.Brazilian Supreme Court Justice
Alexandre de Moraes gave the far-right leader the
go-ahead after federal police doctors confirmed he
needs the procedure.Doctors say Bolsonaro's hernia
affects both of his groins and causes him pain. The
former Brazilian president, in power between 2019
and 2022, has gone through several other surgeries
since he was stabbed in the abdomen during a
campaign rally in 2018.De Moraes, who oversaw
Bolsonaro's coup trial and sentenced him to prison,
denied the former president's request for house arrest
after he leaves the hospital.Bolsonaro does not have
any contact with the few other inmates at the federal
police headquarters in the capital of Brasilia, where
he is held and where his 12-square-meter room has a
bed, a private bathroom, air conditioning, a TV set
and a desk, according to authorities.

He has free access to his doctors and lawyers, but other
visitors have to get their access approved by the
Supreme Court.The former president and several of
his allies were convicted by a panel of Supreme
Court justices for attempting to overthrow Brazil’s
democracy following his 2022 election defeat.

The plot included plans to kill President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva, Vice President Geraldo Alckmin and
de Moraes. There was also a plan to encourage an
insurrection in early 2023.The former president was
also convicted on charges that include leading an
armed criminal organization and attempting the
violent abolition of the democratic rule of law.

Russian Strike Kills 7 In
Ukraine's Coastal Odesa
Region

Kyiv . (Agency)

A Russian ballistic missile strike killed seven and
wounded 15 in Ukraine's Black Sea Odesa region, a
local governor said Friday, adding that the attack
targeted port infrastructure.

Moscow has stepped up barrages on the important
coastal region in recent weeks after President
Vladimir Putin threatened retaliation for a slew of
Ukrainian strikes on tankers carrying Russian oil.

"The enemy struck the port infrastructure of Odesa
region -- seven dead, fifteen wounded," Odesa
regional governor Oleg Kiper said on social media.

According to him, "the strike caused a fire in a parking
lot of trucks."In recent weeks, Russia has pummelled
Odesa's logistics and energy infrastructure, hitting a
bridge on the border with Moldova and cutting
electricity and heating to hundreds of thousands of
people in freezing temperatures. The attacks also
damaged foreign-flagged civil vessels in regional
ports. Earlier on Friday, Ukraine said it had hit
another of Moscow's sanctions-busting "shadow
fleet" tankers in neutral waters of the Mediterranean
Sea, its first strike in the sea in the nearly four-year
war. Kyiv also struck similar vessels in the Black Sea
earlier this month.

150 computers stolen, food looted: How mob
vandalised Bangladesh media houses

world . (Agency)

Mobs in Bangladesh launched coordinated

attacks on the offices of The Daily Star and
Prothom Alo in Dhaka early on Friday
night, looting valuables, vandalising
buildings and trapping journalists inside
for hours. At least 150 computers and other
electronic equipment were stolen, and
office canteens and files were ransacked.

DEATH OF JULY UPRISING

FRONTLINER

The attacks came hours after news of the

death of Sharif Osman Hadi, a July
uprising activist and February election
aspirant from Dhaka, who succumbed to
gunshot injuries in Singapore. Protesters
accused the newspapers of fomenting
unrest and being aligned with political
interests, claims rejected by both media
houses.

THE DAILY STAR UNDER SIEGE
At The Daily Star’s Kazi Nazrul Islam

Avenue office, attackers forced entry
around midnight. They smashed furniture
and glass doors, destroyed computers,

PROTHOM ALO TARGETED

cameras and hard drives, tore down posters
of martyrs Abu Sayed and Mir Mahfuzur
Rahman Mugdho, and set fire to multiple
floors.Flames and thick smoke forced 28
journalists and staff to take shelter on
the rooftop for hours. Investigative
journalist Zyma Islam posted on
Facebook, “I can't breathe anymore.
There's too much smoke. I'm inside.
You are killing me.” Firefighters,
police and army personnel rescued
the trapped staff around 5 am.The
office suffered severe damage, with |
electricity, water and gas cut off. The
Daily Star was unable to publish its
print edition for the first time in its
34-year history.

SIMULTANEOUSLY

At Prothom Alo’s Karwan Bazar

headquarters, attackers began their assault
around 11.15 pm, initially blocked by
police. The mob regrouped and launched a
full-scale attack, breaking windows,
furniture, computers, CCTV cameras, fire

safety systems and cash lockers. The
ground to second floors were gutted, and
the building’s OTT platform Chorki
sustained major damage.

Employees were forced to flee, with one
jumping from the roof to a neighbouring
building and sustaining serious injuries.
The newspaper could not publish its Friday
edition for the first time in its 27-year
history, and online operations were
suspended for nearly 17 hours.

Fire services were delayed as protesters

blocked access. Two firefighters, Md
Alamgir and Md Shafiul Alam, were
electrocuted and hospitalised. Police, army
and civic leaders, including Nurul
Kabir and Shahidul Alam,
intervened to secure the area,
eventually allowing safe evacuation.
WIDERATTACKS
Y The violence extended beyond the
. media houses. In Dhanmondi, a
mob attacked Chhayanaut Bhaban,
vandalising musical instruments,
artworks and offices. Parts of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman’s residence in Dhanmondi-
32 were demolished using
excavators. The Bangladesh Udichi
Shilpigoshthi office on Topkhana
Road was set on fire.Protests spread to
Chattogram, Rajshahi, Uttara and other
areas, targeting political and cultural
institutions. Police detained 10 people in
Chattogram after protesters pelted stones
atthe Assistant Indian High Commission.

Why H-1B is being used to hire teachers in US

WORLD . (Agency)

A proposal originating in the Trump
administration to sharply increase the
cost of hiring foreign workers is once
again stirring debate in California, as
school districts warn it could deepen
an already severe teacher shortage.
The plan seeks to impose a $100,000
fee on certain H-1B visa hires, a move
education officials say threatens one of
the few remaining pipelines for filling
hard-to-staff classrooms. States like
California are fighting back by suing
the administration of President Donald
Trump.That US school districts were
using the H-1B programme, long
associated with the tech industry, to
hire foreign teachers came to light with
a revelation from California's
Department of Education. Data from
the California Commission on Teacher
Credentialing shows that more than
300 H-1B applications were submitted
in the 2023-24 academic year, double
the number recorded two years earlier,
according to The Los Angeles Times.

Supporters aligned with the MAGA
movement argue that the H-1B
programme has drifted away from its

original intent and is increasingly
being used to fill routine teaching roles
that could otherwise go to American
educators. Since September,

employers have been required to

account for the proposed fee in
addition to existing H-1B costs, adding
financial pressure on public school
systems already struggling with tight
budgets.California school districts
have increasingly turned to H-1B
teachers as staffing shortages worsen.
These 300 H-1B applications were
concentrated largely in dual language
instruction and special education. In
2025, over 32,000 classrooms in
California were staffed by out-of-field

teachers, while 10,000 teaching
positions remained unfilled, according
to the California Teacher's
Association.Teachers affected by the
visa system have voiced frustration. A
physical education teacher on a
J-1 visa told the Los Angeles
Times that "Everybody says here
that they need teachers in
California but they don't want to
do anything to [help us stay]
here." An H-1B elementary
school teacher added, "I feel like
it's a form of discrimination to
impose $100,000 fee for
teachers."The shortage of
teachers, however, extends far
beyond California. According to a
study by the Learning Policy Institute,
all 50 US states and Washington DC
are grappling with significant staffing
shortfalls. The result has been
widespread understaffed classrooms
and teachers being required to teach
subjects for which they are not trained.
As visa curbs tighten and costs rise,
school districts warn that one of the
few available stopgap measures is
being restricted.

Young conservative women in US find home in
Turning Point with Charlie Kirk's widow at the helm

PROVIDENCE .(Agency)
PHOENIX: Camdyn Gloverused to be a
quiet conservative. She worried what
her teachers would think or if she
would lose friends over her
convictions. But she said something
changed when Charlie Kirk was
assassinated in September, and she
started crying in her classroom at
Indiana University while other
students cheered and clapped.“We
can’tbe silenced,” Glover decided.
Now she's visiting Phoenix with her
parents and brothers for this year’s
Turning Point USA conference, the
first to take place since Kirk’s death.
Although the organization became a
political phenomenon with its
masculine appeals to college men, it’s
also been expanding outreach to young
women like Glover.The shift is poised
to accelerate now that Turning Point is
led by Erika Kirk, Charlie’s widow,
who has embraced her new role at the
helm of a conservative juggernaut with
chapters across the country.If

successful, the organization that
helped return President Donald Trump
to the White House could narrow a
gender divide that has been a persistent
challenge for Republicans. Turning
Point offers a blend of traditional
values, such as encouraging women to
prioritize marriage over careers, and
health trends that have become
popular online.On Friday, young
women lined up for selfies with
wellness influencer Alex Clark while
vendors sold health products and
Trump merchandise. One of Clark's
fans had a “Make America Pro-Life
Again” hat and “MAHA red” lipgloss,
a reference to the “Make America
Healthy Again” agenda pushed by
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Another
attendee sported a “grass-fed
conservative” pin on her lanyard.
Glover, 18, said discovering Turning
Point in high school gave her an
appreciation for dialogue when she felt
like an outcast for her beliefs, such as
being anti-abortion. At her first

conference, she feels like she's found a
political and cultural home for herself.
“They want to promote a strong
independent woman who does hold
these values and can go stand up for
herself," she said. “But it’s also OK to
do it in heels, put some makeup on,
wear a dress.”If Erika can do it, I can
do it’One of Glover’s classmates,
Stella Ross, said she stumbled upon
Charlie Kirk on TikTok in the months
before the last presidential
election.She already felt like her
perspectives were being treated
differently on campus and thought she
was receiving unfairly low grades in
her political science classes. A devout
Catholic, Ross said she was inspired
by how Charlie Kirk wasn’t afraid to
weave his evangelical faith into his
political arguments.She also noticed
how many women posted comments
of appreciation on Erika Kirk's videos,
and she joined Indiana University’s
Turning Point chapter in the same
month that Trump won his comeback.

Pak court sentences Imran
Khan, his wife to 17 years in
jail in corruption case

WORLD. (Agency

A special Pakistan court on Saturday sentenced former
Prime Minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan and his wife, Bushra Bibi, to 17
years in prison each in the Toshakhana-2 corruption
case.The case centres on an expensive Bulgari
jewellery set gifted to Imran Khan by the Saudi crown
prince during an official visit of the former first couple
in May 2021, which officials said was later purchased
at a heavily undervalued price.The verdict was
pronounced by Special Judge Central Shahrukh
Arjumand during a hearing conducted at Rawalpindi's
Adialajail, where Imran Khan is currently lodged.

Imran Khan and Bushra Bibi were sentenced to 10 years
of rigorous imprisonment under Section 409 of the
Pakistan Penal Code for criminal breach of trust, along
with seven years under various provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.The court also imposed
afine of Rs 16.4 million each on the couple.

"This court, while passing sentences, has considered the
old age of Imran Ahmed Khan Niazi, as well as the fact
that Bushra Imran Khan is a female. It is in
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A
consideration of both said factors that a lenient view
has been taken in awarding lesser punishment," a copy
of the verdict accessed by Dawn stated.Following the
verdict, the counsel of Khan and Bibi said they would
challenge the decision before the High Court.

In October this year, Imran Khan and Bushra Bibi
rejected all charges in the case, calling it fabricated,
and a politically driven move aimed at disqualifying
him from politics.Imran Khan, who has been in prison
since August 2023, is serving a 14-year sentence in a
EUR 190 million corruption case and is also facing
pending trials under the Anti-Terrorism Act over the
May 9, 2023 protests. Bushra Bibi is likewise serving a
seven-year sentence in the same corruption case.

The latest sentencing comes amid growing criticism of
the Pakistan government over alleged mistreatment of
Imran Khan in custody, with even the United Nations
calling for his immediate release from solitary
confinement.

Sri Lanka's tea workers struggle in
poverty. Flooding cost many their lives

WASHINGTON. (Agency)

Manikavalli, awakened by ferocious rain
and rumbling earth, fled her home for the
safety of a nearby temple on the tea estate
where she works.That same November
evening, tea worker Kumaran Elumugam's
small home was crushed by a landslide,
killing six family members.He survived
only because he was away, at work, along
with a daughter. “My wife, son-in-law,
daughter, mother-in-law, two grandsons
are all dead,” Elumugam lamented.

“The small one (granddaughter) is still under

the mud.”Elumugum and Manikavalli
were among the fortunate to reach safety as
heavy rains from Cyclone Ditwah led to
floods and landslides across the South
Asian island nation, killing more than 640
people and leaving more than a hundred
missing.Multiple villages were submerged
by landslides that left behind a rubble of
cement, wood and roofing. In one area, the
wreckage was dotted with clothing,

schoolbooks, toys and a sports trophy.

CRAIGHEAD ESTATE. Arumugam Among the hardest hit were the hilly regions

in the island's center and the tea plantation
workers who live there. Many occupied
primitive, 150-year-old structures that
were swept away in landslides and
flooding. Social workers said these
plantation workers, already living in
extremely distressed conditions, are now in
an even more desperate situation.Poorly
paid tea plantation workers worst hit by the
disasterMost tea plantation workers in Sri
Lanka belong to the Malaiyaha Tamil
ethnic group. Descendants of Tamil
indentured laborers who were brought to
work from southern India by British
colonists more than 200 years ago, over 1
million people belong to this community,
the fourth-largest ethnic group on the
island.Sri Lanka grows some of the world's
finest tea, bringing billions of dollars into
the country. But most Tamils in the hill
regions earn well below the minimum
wage of 1,200 rupees ($4) per day, with

little or no access to education, health care
or good jobs.A report by the American
Institute for Sri Lankan Studies said most
tea plantation workers own no land or
homes and are living in colonial-era

working quarters barely bigger than 100
square feet but accommodating as many as
eight family members. Multiple houses
share bathrooms or have no sanitary
facilities.Many of the tea plantations, on
flatter ground, were unaffected by the
cyclone while the workers' homes, which

were closer to mountain slopes, were
destroyed, said Melanie Gunathilaka, a
Colombo-based climate activist and
researcher.“The settlements were in much
more dangerous areas," she said. “This
shows the amount of value placed on the
lives of these people.”The Planters
Association of Ceylon, the association
for Sri Lanka's tea companies and
estates, didn't immediately respond to a
request for comment.The government
said more than 100,000 houses were
destroyed or damaged across Sri Lanka.
It has promised compensation packages
to rebuild houses or to find safer lands
and build new houses.
Sundaralingam Pradeep, Sri Lanka's
deputy minister for plantations and
community infrastructure, told The
Associated Press that the government is
negotiating with the tea companies to
identify lands to build homes for all those
affected by the disaster, including retirees
still living in company line houses.
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Suryakumar Yadav needs just one

good innings to reaffirm T201
calibre: Tilak Varma

NEW DELHI . (Agency)

India’s near-flawless run in T201s through 2025
has left them looking like the team to beat
heading into a home T20 World Cup, but one
unresolved concern continues to hover over
their preparations, the form of captain
Suryakumar Yadav. Despite India’s
dominance across tournaments and bilateral
series, the skipper’s prolonged lean patch has
become the most talked-about subplot as the
title defence draws closer.That conversation
returned to the forefront during the fifth T201
against South Africa in Ahmedabad. India
clinched a 3-1 series win in emphatic fashion,
yet Suryakumar’s struggles with the bat
persisted, standing out amid a night of run-
scoring freedom around him. While the result
reinforced India’s status as a T20
powerhouse, the captain’s form remained a
concern.Backing his skipper unequivocally,
Tilak Varma said Suryakumar is only one
innings away from rediscovering the
brilliance that once defined his T20I career.
Speaking to reporters after the match, Tilak
stressed that composure and patience, rather
than drastic changes, were the key to

Suryakumar’s revival.“l was just saying to
him that just middle a few balls, just wait and
just be calm and take the few balls’ time,”
Tilak said. “If the team wants, I can get going
from the other side, but you just be on the
crease and take some time. Take the feel of
the middle of the bat.”If he gets that
confidence then he will be everyone has
watched him, how he can play,” Tilak added.
“I was just saying try finding the gaps. If you
can pierce the field well from your bat, you
get a good feel about it and after that you are
going to hit.”The reassurance came on a night
when Tilak himself delivered under pressure.
His composed 73 off 42 balls, combined with
a brutal 105-run partnership in just 45
deliveries alongside Hardik Pandya, powered
India to 231 for 5. Contributions from
Abhishek Sharma and Sanju Samson ensured
relentless momentum, before the bowlers
sealed a comfortable 30-run win.

Rohit Sharma set to miss first
few Vijay Hazare Trophy

matches. Here's why

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Mumbai will begin their Vijay Hazare Trophy
campaign without one of their biggest
names, with Rohit Sharma set to miss the
first few matches of the tournament. The
decision has drawn attention, especially
with fans eager to see senior India players
return to domestic cricket during a rare
international break.Rohit’s absence is not
linked to injury or workload concerns from
the Indian team setup. Instead, it is a
conscious call taken by Mumbai selectors,
who are keen to use the early phase of the
50-over competition to assess and blood
younger players in competitive conditions.
Offering clarity on the decision, Mumbai
chief selector Sanjay Patil explained the
thinking behind keeping Rohit and a few
other senior names out of the opening
matches. Speaking to PTI, Patil underlined

rather than
unavailability, was the driving
factor.“Rohit, Jaiswal, Dube and even
Rahane will not be a part of the Mumbai
squad for at least first two matches as the
selection panel is going ahead with a young
squad.”Yashasvi is undergoing treatment
for a stomach issue and he should be alright
soon. We thought that the youngsters should
be given a chance. But whenever they will
be available, they will be accommodated.
For the first two matches we are
experimenting with youngsters.”The Vijay
Hazare Trophy’s elite division will run from
December 24 to January 8, with matches
spread across Ahmedabad, Rajkot, Jaipur
and Bengaluru. The knockout stages will
follow at the Centre of Excellence in
Bengaluru from January 12 to 18. Mumbai
have been placed in Group C alongside
Punjab, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Chhattisgarh,
Mabharashtra, Goa and Himachal Pradesh,
and will open their campaign against Sikkim
on December 24.

that experimentation,

Mohamed Salah is his own man, apologised to
Liverpool dressing room: Teammate reveals

Curtis Jones revealed Mohamed Salah
apologised to Liverpool teammates after
controversy. The midfielder said the
dressing room stayed united, insisting
Salah's comments reflected elite
compelitiveness rather than any intent to
destabilise Arne Slot's squad.

BRISBANE. (Agency)
Liverpool midfielder Curtis Jones has
disclosed that his teammate Mohamed Salah
offered a direct apology to the Reds dressing
room after the backlash that followed his
public criticism of the club and head coach
Arne Slot. Salah’s comments, which came
during a turbulent period for the team, had
sparked debate around his role and influence
within the squad.The Egyptian forward was
subsequently left out of Liverpool’s
Champions League victory over Inter,
having claimed the club had unfairly placed
blame on him amid a poor run of form and
that his relationship with Slot had suffered.
Speaking to Sky Sports, Jones confirmed

that Salah later addressed the situation
internally, speaking to teammates and
acknowledging the impact his words may
have had.“Mo is his own man and he can say

uvE o

his own stuff. He apologised to us and said,
‘If I’ve affected anybody or made you feel
any sort of way, I apologise.” That’s just the
type of person he is.”*From my experience

Gill out, firepower In: Why India
must unleash Sanjushek in T20Is

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

“Why is he not in the side in the first place?
When you see him play like this, you can't
help but wonder why it took an injury to
bring him in. He is a natural at the top of the
order. He already has 300 in T20 cricket,
including two back-to-back hundreds
against South Africa. He is explosive,
dangerous, and capable of shots like these.
Where do you even bowl to him?”’These
words from Ravi Shastri echoed the
sentiments of Indian cricket fans the
moment they saw Sanju Samson in full
flow in the Ahmedabad T201I against South
Africa. It felt as if everyone was
transported back to 2024, when Samson
was at the peak of his powers.

It was a sensational year — probably the best
of his career since his debut. For a long
time, Samson had felt like an outsider in the
Indian team setup, almost like the kid who
is picked last in backyard cricket.But then
came three T201 hundreds in a single year
— 436 runs in 11 matches at an average of
43.60. His strike rate stood at a staggering
180.16, and it appeared that India had

finally found their upgraded opening pair in
the form of Sanju Samson and Abhishek
Sharma.One year later, Abhishek has
become the world’s No.1 T20I batter, while
Samson had to wait for Shubman Gill to get
injured just to make it back into the side.

Even from a team perspective, Gill’s use at

the top never really worked. He ended 2025
without a fifty — just 291 runs in 15
matches, at an average of 24.25 and a strike
rate a little over 137.The moment Gill was

out of the XI, Gautam Gambhir’s vision
for the team seemed to return. It felt as
though the chains were off and the beast-
mode switch had been flipped. Abhishek
and Travis Head formed Travishek at
SRH, and now Sanjushek was well and
truly back — with the energy flowing
through the Indian side once again.With
selection day for the T20 World Cup upon
us, India must make a bold call: back
Samson ahead of Gill and allow him to
recreate the magic he shared with
Abhishek in 2024.

ATTACK FROM BOTH ENDS
B One glaring issue whenever Gill played was

that the attack came almost exclusively
from Abhishek’s end. Gill, India’s vice-
captain, has never been known for brute
force, and that limited India’s current
template of going hard from ball one.When
India opened with Samson and Abhishek in
2024, they crossed the 200-run mark on six
occasions. Once Gill came in, it happened
only once — a dead-rubber against Sri
Lanka in the Asia Cup. Since then, this was
the first time India crossed 200 again.

Anthony Joshua hands boxing reality check
to Jake Paul with a 6th round KO

NEW DELHI. (Agency)
Former unified heavyweight champion

Anthony Joshua delivered a stark reminder =

of boxing’s unforgiving hierarchy, stopping
Jake Paul with a sixth-round knockout in
their heavyweight clash at Miami’s Kaseya
Center on Friday. The bout, billed as a
crossover spectacle, ultimately turned into
a clear demonstration of the gap between
elite championship pedigree and social-
media-driven ambition.Paul, to his credit,
survived longer than many had predicted.
Employing a cautious, movement-heavy
approach, he spent much of the early rounds
circling away from Joshua, clinching when
necessary and avoiding extended
exchanges. The strategy drew audible
frustration from the crowd but allowed Paul
to reach the second half of the fight largely
intact. Joshua, however, remained
composed, stalking patiently and cutting off
the ring with increasing authority.The

contest swung decisively in the fifth round.
Forced to engage more as his legs began to
slow, Paul briefly connected with a right
hand that hinted at resistance. Joshua
responded ruthlessly. A crushing shot to the
body sent Paul to the canvas, before a sharp
one-two dropped him again moments later,
leaving him visibly shaken as the round
ended.The finish came swiftly in the sixth.
Joshua surged forward, flooring Paul with a
heavy right hand before sealing the

stoppage with a short follow-up shot at the
1:31 mark. It was Paul’s first knockout
defeat and his second loss as a professional,
underlining the steep learning curve that
still confronts him in the heavyweight
division.After the fight, Joshua turned his
attention to bigger targets, calling out
longtime rival Tyson Fury. “Put down your
Twitter fingers and put on some gloves and
come and fight me,” Joshua said, signalling
his desire to reinsert himself into the
heavyweight title picture.Paul later
revealed he likely suffered a broken jaw
during the bout and opted not to name a
future opponent, instead indicating he
would take time away from the sport. The
loss ended a six-fight winning streak that
followed his split-decision defeat to Tommy
Fury in 2023.For Joshua, the victory
marked another step in his rebuilding phase
after losses to Oleksandr Usyk and a
stoppage defeat to Daniel Dubois last year.

of knowing Mo, he was exactly the same
around us. He was positive, smiling, and
nothing changed in the group. Everyone
treated him the same. That’s just part of
someone who wants to win.”Salah was
reinstated for last weekend’s Premier League
win over Brighton, but Slot declined to
clarify whether the forward had apologised
to him personally. The Liverpool boss said he
did not want to revisit the issue publicly,
stressing that further discussion would only
create unnecessary distraction, especially
with Salah currently away at the Africa Cup
of Nations.Jones also offered a firm defence
of Salah’s competitive mindset, suggesting
ambition should never be mistaken for
selfishness. He admitted there are more
diplomatic ways to handle frustration but
argued that elite teams thrive on players who
demand responsibility and want to be on the
pitch.Liverpool have responded well since
Slot made bold selection calls following
damaging home defeats to Nottingham
Forest and PSV, remaining unbeaten in five
matches. Jones believes Salah’s comments
were born out of frustration rather than an
attempt to unsettle the squad, underlining
that the forward’s desire to play remains
rooted in helping the team succeed rather
than undermining it.

Not Bumrah, Hardik Pandya
was the difference
hetween two teams: South
Africa coach

New Delhi. (Agency)

South Africa head coach Shukri Conrad has

showered massive praise on India all-rounder
Hardik Pandya, stating that he was the
difference between the two teams in the T20I
series. Pandya was adjudged Player of the
Match following his breathtaking innings of 63
off 25 balls in the fifth and final T20I of the
series.He also picked up the crucial scalp of
Dewald Brevis (31 off 17), finishing with
figures of 1/41 in his three overs. Following his
match-winning performance, Shukri Conrad
hailed Pandya’s efforts as the real difference
between the two teams, rather than Jasprit
Bumrah’s economical spell of 2/17.“If I were
brutally honest, in taking nothing away from
Bumrah, I think Hardik’s been the difference
between the two teams. I think his knock
tonight was the difference between us winning
and losing. I think he played a knock in the first
one as well, where he just walked in, and we

had him in a little bit of trouble,” Conrad said
during the post-match presentation.Conrad
rated Pandya amongst the best all-rounders in
the world and said he would be surprised if he
was not awarded Player of the Match.“Look, I
think there’s a reason why he’s one of the best
in the world in this format. So, yes, his
performances have been right up there. I don’t
know who the man of the series is out there, but
I’ll be very surprised if it’s not him. So, I think
he’s been the difference between the two
sides,” he added.However, it was not Pandya
but Varun Chakravarthy who was given the
Player of the Series award for finishing as the
highest wicket-taker of the rubber, with ten
wickets from four innings.

IPL auction: What happened to the
uncapped crorepatis of the past

IPL auction: Before the
Chennai Super Kings splurged
Rs 14.2 crore each on
Prashant Veer and Kartik
Sharma, the IPL had seen
several uncapped crorepatis.
Here's where those bets led.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

"My family has not seen so much money in
their life," said Prashant Veer, a 20-year-old
cricketer from Uttar Pradesh, moments after
the Indian Premier League 2026 auction.

Prashant comes from Shahjipur, a small town
near Amethi. His father, a schoolteacher,
earned enough to sustain the family, but not

enough to fuel an expensive cricketing
dream. That burden was quietly shouldered
by his grandfather, who dipped into his
pension to support his grandson's ambitions
until his passing. Without the backing to
move to Lucknow or Kanpur — Uttar
Pradesh's traditional cricketing hubs —
Prashant instead found his way to
Saharanpur seven years ago, where a few
good hearts chose to nurture his raw
potential. On Tuesday, that same boy was bid
for Rs 14.2 crore by Chennai Super Kings -
'Mahi bhai's CSK'. In one evening, his life,
and the lives of those around him, changed
forever.Stories like Prashant Veer's are no
longer outliers in the IPL ecosystem. But
they would have seemed almost
unimaginable when the idea of the league
was first floated in the late 1990s. Back then,
it didn't take long for the men who mattered
at the BCCI to strike it down. The concept
felt premature, even risky. That changed after
the success of the inaugural ICC T20 World
Cup, which turned the format into an
irresistible beast. Convinced it had stumbled

upon a golden goose, the Indian cricket board
pushed ahead — and the IPL was born.When
the league was finally announced, most eyes
were trained firmly on the stars. Fans were
drawn to the novelty of Indian icons sharing
dressing rooms with legends from across the
world — Sachin Tendulkar alongside Sanath
Jayasuriya, Sourav Ganguly with Ricky
Ponting. On paper, the IPL was expected to
be a star-driven spectacle.

That perception didn't last long. As early as the
first season, lesser-known Indian players
began making a telling impact. Names like

Ravindra Jadeja, Shikhar Dhawan, and
Siddharth Trivedi forced their way into the
public consciousness, reminding everyone
that the league wasn't just about
established greatness.The IPL's now-
familiar mantra — where talent meets
opportunity — took shape almost
immediately. It became more than a parade
of superstars, offering young, uncapped
players a platform to seize the grandest
stage. Suddenly, cricket turned into a
financially viable pursuit for thousands of

aspirants.One breakout season, one raised
paddle at an auction, could change a life
forever. Just ask Prashant Veer.Over the
years, uncapped players have routinely made
headlines on auction day. With the rise of
state-level T20 leagues, scouts are now spoilt
for choice, stumbling upon hard-to-miss
talent across the country. A decade ago,
teams like Mumbai Indians were praised for
deep scouting that unearthed players such as
Pandya brothers and Jasprit Bumrah. Today,
that approach is no longer a luxury. It's a
necessity.
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And Vijay Deverakonda
Get Secretly Married?
Here’s The Truth Behind |
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headlines. Speculations arcund the couple being secretly married recently

Rashmika Mandanna and Vijay Deverakonda have once again hit the

took over social media after a series of pictures featuring the two actors went
viral. The photos showed Rashmika and Vijay dressed in traditional wedding )
ensembles, posing with Mahesh Babu and Namrata Shirodkar on the stage. The - " ‘

pictures left fans curious, and many wondered whether Rashmika and Vijay had

secretly tied the knot. However, the photos furned out to be Al-generated, and the

actors are not married.

Truth Behind Rashmika Mandanna And Vijay Deverakonda’s Viral Wedding

Pics

The photos shared by Instagramuser Gunti Srikala Nagaraju showed Rashmika and d
Vijay in traditional wedding outfits with garlands, while Mahesh Babu and ' '
Namrata Shirodkar posed nexttothem on the stage. The stage was decorated with e &
flowers while the board behind them read, “Vijay and Rashmika" The pictures © _ & = 4
went viral on social media, with many fans wondering whether they tied the knot | (] 5
in aprivate ceremony. The photos, however, are Al-generated. - -

Vijay and Rashmika reportedly got engaged in October. Sources close to the actors %
told recently that their engagement was held on October 3, 2025, at Vijay's
Hyderabad residence. The ceremony was described as “mtimate and elegant.”
attended only by family members and a handful of close friends. As per reports, . 5
Rashmika and Vijay are likely to tie the knot on February 26, 2026, at a lwurious -
palace in Udaipur, Rajasthan. Though the couple has vet to officially confirm the
news, the alleged venue and date sent fans into a frenzy.In October, Rashmika
shared a cute video of her dog, Aura, and fans were quick to spot a sparkling ring
on her finger. Around the same time, Vijay was photographed at 8ri Sathya Sai
BabaMaha Samadhi wearing whatlooked like amatching band.

Meanwhile, in November, Vijay was seen kissing Rashmika’s hand at the success
party efher film ‘“The Girlfriend’. Fans gushed over their chemistry, and the video
went viralinno time. Thetwo first met onthe sets of Geetha Govindam (2018 and

later reunited for Dear Comrade (2019).
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Anchors Nagesh Kukunoor’s Tense, Layered Crime Thrille

adhuri Dixit carries a kind of concentrated

intensity that feels almost royal, as if

certain characters amive in her body
already crowned. Across decades and drastically
different worlds, she has proven arare elasticity of
presence, the ability to slip into a role and make it
look less like performance and more like
revelation. Whether she was Pallavi Patel in Maja
Ma, a closeted housewife standing at the trembling
edge of self-acceptance, Bahaar Begum in Kalank,

a courtesan draped in grace and quiet wounds, or
the guintessentially sanskari Nisha Choudhwry in
Hum Aapke Hai Koun, Dixit has consistently made
the emotional temperature ofa scenerise simply by
inhabiting it. And after watching Mrs Deshpande,
Nagesh Kukunoor’s Indian adaptation of the
French mim-series La Mante, it feels safe to say
shehas hit it out of the park yet again, in a clever, if
imperfect, thriller that peels itself open like

survival in Yakutsk: lavered upon layvered, and the
more you strip away, the more you realise you are
not just watching, youare sinking,

The premise arrives with the clean chill of a headline.
Anew string of murders replicates the exact modus
operandi of killings committed twenty-five years
ago by an imprisoned serial killer With no room
for coincidence, law enforcement relocates the
original rmrderer, Mrs Deshpande to a safehouse
to help catch the emerging copyeat. Madhuri Dixit

plays Mrs Deshpande with a

restraint that feels more terrifying

than theatrics. She agrees to
cooperate, but on one condition:
she will work only with Inspector

Tejas Phadke, played by Siddharth

Chandekar, unaware that she is his

mother. The hook is blunt,

unsettling, and rich with
psychological promise, because it
makes the case procedural on the
surface but deeply personal at its
core. The first episode wastes no
time easing you in. A murder
unfolds within mimtes, swift and
unsettling in its specificity. An actor
is strangled with a thin neon green rope, a visual
detail that burns itself into memory like a warning
sign. The killer places one of the actor’s trophies in
his hands, then glues his eyes so they cannot shut,
forcing the dead to stare. When senior IPS officer

Arun Khatri, played by Priyanshu Chatterjee,

arrives, a déja vu settles over him like fog. He has

seen this choreography before.
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Shalin Bhanot Hints At
Second Marriage In 2026,
Says Family Wants Him To

‘Stop Being Single’

elevision actor Shalin Bhanot has finally

addressed the buzz around his personal lifeand

the reports suggesting that he may get married
again in 2026. Speaking candidly, the actor
admitted that while marriage is very much on the
cards, the decision is being influenced largely by his
close circle.

Reacting to the speculation, Shalin shared that his
friends and relatives have been persistently nudging
himto settle down. “Everyone around me is married
or in a relationship. Tam literally the only one whois
single. My friends and family don’t want me to be
alone and are manifesting that I should get married
nextyear," he said, adding that the constant pressure
hasbeen emotionally taxing.

Despite the chatter, Shalin made it clear that when the
time comes, the moment will be intimate and deeply
personal. “My parents are like gods to me.
Whenever that special moment happens, T will
celebrate it only with them," he concluded.

Shalin Bhanot And Tina Datta’s Tamultuous Bigg
Boss16Equation

Shalin Bhanot’s personal life often came under
scrutiny during his stint on Bigg Boss 16, largely
due to his complicated relationship with co-
contestant Tina Datta. Their on-again, off-again
bond quickly became one of the most talked-about
aspects ofthe season.

While Shalin was vocal about his feelings for Tina,
she repeatedly maintained that they were only
friends, despite sharing several close moments on
the show. Their dynamic drew heavy criticism from
netizens, many of whom accused the duo of
manufacturing aromance for attention and votes.

As the season progressed, the equation deteriorated
rapidly. What began as affection turned into
bitterness, eventally leading to the two cutting off
communication entirely and engaging in frequent,
heated arguments inside the house.

A Look Back At Shalin Bhanot’s Diverce From
Dalljiet Kanr

Before his Bigg Boss journey, Shalin Bhanot’s
marriage 1o actress Dalljiet Kaur had also made
headlines. The two tied the knot in 2009 and
welcomed their son, Jaydon, in 2014,

Farah Khan’s Proud Parent
Moment As Triplets Secure Spots

In US Umver31t1es
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triplets, Anya, Diva, and Czar, are already

heading tc universities. The filmmaker-
choreographer who has been gamering immense
aftention for her YouTube vlogs, courtesy of witty
conversations with her cook, Dilip, has often spoken
about choosing the platform to back her kids’
studies. Now, the doting mommy received an
adorable gift to mark their new journey.

Cn her Instagram stories, Farah Khan gave a sneak
peek ofthe adorable cupcakes to mark a significant
milestone in herkids’ lives. In the picture, we can see
a box full of cupcakes, each decorated with the
university’s logo, name, and design, which the three
children are set to attend. The universities include
NYU inthe US, Babson, and Emory.

More About Farah Khan’s Kids® Higher Education

Atopthe thoughtful gift from her friend, the Om Shanti
Cm director wrote, “This is the sweetest.. thank u
@poojaadhoot...n congratulations to all our
kids...@ _daisclassof2026#hattrick."

Soon, the update caught the attention of her fans, whe
shared the photo on Reddit, leaving others nostalgic
about the passage of time. Diva is off to Babson
College, a private business school in Wellesley, with
majors in entrepreneurship and finance.Cn the other
hand, Anyawill attend NY U (New York University),
where she will specialise in economics and data
science. Meanwhile, Farah's son, Czar, is heading to
Emeory, a private research university in Atlanta,
Georgia. As per the posts, he will pursus Artificial
Intelligence in Business.

Fans’React To Farah Khan’s Kids Growing Up

Social media users expressed surprise at how grown-
up the trie looks now. A fan said, “I still remember
when she had triplets and when they were babies.
Wow, how time flies! Can't believe they are college
goers now!" Echoing the same emotion, a user
mentioned, “Feeling old." Someone added, “Time
flies. Abhitoh paidahuethe, congrats to them!”

Meanwhile, a user commented, “Paying for 3 kids’
college at the same time sounds like...a lot." While
another shared, “Wow, imagine having to pay 3
college fees at the same tume! She started her
YouTube channel at the right time. Jokes apart, it’s
sonicetoseeherkids going to college.”

‘When Farah Khan Talked About Her Challenging
Pregnancy

The filmmaker has often admitted that she started her

YouTube journey to finance her children’s

education. Recently, when Farah appeared on

Twinkle Khanna and Kajol's show Two Much, she

shared how YouTube helped her meet the various

demands ofherkids’ studies.

I Varah Khan and her husband, Shirish Kunder’s
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