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It’s time to bury

the shovel and
fill the hole

The death certificate of the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), 2005, was signed without much
fanfare in December 2025, replaced by the brand-
new Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Act (VB-G RAM G),
2025, a title so long it requires its own
administrative department to pronounce. For two
decades, we operated under the collective delusion
that the height of human aspiration for a rural
Indian was to spend a hundred days a year under a
scorching sun, moving earth from one spot to
another. The 2005 Act was born out of a noble
impulse to prevent starvation, but it quickly
devolved into a state-sponsored ritual of
stagnation. We called it a “right-based” revolution,
yet for millions, it became a trap—a ceiling that
prevented them from ever looking beyond the
bottom of a half-dug trench. We have spent
billions of rupees over 20 years to ensure that our
rural population remains exactly where they are:
unskilled, underpaid, and tethered to the whims of
a local strongman who decides whose name
appears on the muster roll.

When the MGNREGA was first introduced in 2005,
it served a vital, albeit grim, purpose. It was the
floor that prevented the poorest from falling into
the abyss during the lean seasons. It gave women a
semblance of financial independence and forced
private landlords to pay a slightly less insulting
wage. In the early years, you could see the impact
in the reduced distress migration and the sense of
agency it provided to the landless. It was a social
safety net in a country that had none, a temporary
bridge designed to carry the vulnerable until the
“real” economy could reach them. We measured
success in “person-days,” a cold, mechanical
metric that prioritised the quantity of sweat over
the quality of life. It was the ultimate palliative for
a government that couldn’t figure out how to
create real jobs, so it decided to manufacture work
instead.However, the dark side of this “guarantee”
was a systemic rot that turned a safety net into a
communal cesspool of wasted potential. By the
mid-2020s, the scheme had become synonymous
with “digging holes and filling them back up.” We
created thousands of “assets”—unpaved roads
that vanished in the first rain, ponds that couldn’t
hold water, and plantations that existed only on
paper. The irony is that while we were paying
people a pittance to perform primitive manual
labour, the world around them was undergoing a
technological explosion. We made our people
“lazy” not because they didn’t want to work, but
because we gave them no incentive to learn. Why
would a young man in a village spend time
learning to repair a solar pump or code a basic app
when the government was offering a guaranteed,
albeit miserable, wage for moving mud? We
effectively subsidised low productivity and
institutionalised a lack of ambition, creating a
labour scarcity in productive agriculture while our
industrial growth choked for want of skilled
hands.Now, as the calendar turns to the final days
0f 2025, the new VB-G RAM G scheme promises
a “modernised” version of this old nightmare. It
ups the ante to 125 days and introduces a “60-day
agricultural pause” to ensure that farmers aren’t
left stranded during harvest seasons. But the most
significant shift is the funding: the Centre is now
asking states to cough up 40 per cent of the cost, a
move that will likely break the back of already
bankrupt state treasuries. While the government
touts Al-based monitoring and GPS tracking as the
cure for corruption, they are missing the
fundamental point. Whether you dig a hole for 100
days or 125, and whether a satellite or a corrupt
supervisor watches you do it, the result is the same:
you are still just digging a hole. The new scheme is
merely a rebranding of the same old apathy,

Five months after the Punjab and Haryana
High Court transferred the probe into the
alleged assault on a Colonel and his son in
Patiala in March, the Central Bureau of
Investigation has submitted a chargesheet
against four Punjab Police officials. They
have been charged with causing grievous
hurt and wrongful restraint. The law will
take its own course, but the case throws
up probing questions on the policing
methods, the often unhinged bravado of
those donning the uniform, and a
widening public distrust. It also provides
an opportunity to re-engage with the
citizenry at various levels, and enforce
more nuanced ways of conduct and ©
delivery. Recently, a decorated retired |
General took up cudgels against the |
threatening and aggressive ways of police

One-line closer for Pradhan’s lifeline starter

Fossilised colonial frameworks reduced universities to degree dispensing silos than engines of national progress

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan (VBSA) is all set to

emerge as an epistemologically audacious and
structurally transformative parliamentary missive with a
mission to demolish stereotypes entrenched in
bureaucratic inertia and regimental strangulation on one
hand and to remove intellectual subservience to
encourage sovereign excellence on the other through
cognitive self-reliance, innovative co-existence,
meritocratic leadership, creative pedagogy, all of which
is facilitated by cementing and institutionalising a
visionary architecture built on responsible autonomy
coupled with autogenous discipline triggering the
civilisational consciousness to regain the lost
geopolitical stewardship through industry-aligned
skilling and globally competitive standards capable of
dismantling the scaffolds of fossilised colonial
frameworks that were once advanced by legacy rent
seeking regulatory monopolies and chaotic
credentialism reducing universities to degree dispensing
silos than engines of national progress with the Bill
decisively integrating accountability and transparency
linked with performance metrics to hopefully reward
intellectual rigour, multi-disciplinary research,
innovative entrepreneurship and societal impact,
thereby enabling higher education institutions (HEIs) as
catalysts of change by leapfrogging into an era of
authoritative participation in global knowledge
commons, grounding indigenisation, constitutional
canulation, traditional continuum alongside emerging
and frontier domains of science and technology
embracing Artificial Intelligence, Bio-Nano,
Cybeyphysical, Digital, Electronics, Energy and
Environment (ECube), etc. that blends
contemporaneous curriculum with ancient wisdom in a
manner that is neither nostalgic nor derivative but boldly
original to empower original thinking amongst learners
who shall become active epistemic agents rather than
passive recipients in a manner that is flexible, modular,
multi-lingual, experiential and aligns with the career
aspirations of the world’s largest demographic capital
capable of oxygenating Bharat from strangulating
suffocation supported by academic freedom,
competitive compensation, sumptuous research
endowments, elevated collaborations that restore
teaching and scholarship to unimaginable positions of
dignity and influence that can steer mission-driven
centres of excellence supported by government grants,
corporate philanthropy, virtuous cycle of intellectual
property-based wealth creation through discoveries of
massive societal impact, particularly in marginalised
regions and hitherto unchartered territories of academic
disciplines driving home the strong and sound message

that equity is not by dilution of standards but by
expansion of opportunities and positive disruption
through digital public infrastructure, open learning
resources, skilling and capacity building that futureproof
higher education canvas against socio-econo-
geographical pressures and parading Bharat’s most
strategic human assets in pursuit of excellence and
resilience to charter the nation’s destiny through a robust
higher education ecosystem that shall not be built by
administrative appendages but by pillars of crucible
ideas, character and leadership studded with visionary

ideals, concerned citizenry, innovative ideation,
maximalist outcome based pedagogy, driving the
productivity and efficiency of every stakeholder to
forcefully dismantle the false dichotomy between
excellence and inclusion, autonomy and accountability,
heritage and progress, private and public, deemed
university and university and a variety of other duel-dual
terminological termites that have bitten the system too
deep the scars of which shall soon begin to disappear to
send a message that Bharat’s time has come through
VBSA which is not an incremental reform with plug and
play imported templates but a self-authored charter code
that programs all forms of systems into a uniform yet
diverse system of thinking accommodating diverse
needs of all participants in a manner that is both

individually satisfying and collectively purposeful to
maximise learning outcomes which was a challenging
task considering the diverse complexities that pushed
back any creative polity and policy to meet its own cul-de-
sac with VBSA now laying the road for multiple pathways
and roadmaps offering different routes and destination
points aligned with nation, institution and individual
goals being the triple barrelled ammunition that fires the
double engine growth towards a singular growth
trajectory of developed nation status for Bharat, which is
seeing the second coming of her first leadership position

as the entire country unites to create a knowledge
economy that spurs economic and social growth
balancing the multiplying demands of the next generation
through a learner-centric common denominator that cuts
across all sections in a manner that is holistic, leaving no
stones unturned in Bharat’s march towards becoming a
global super power on the attainment of Viksit Bharat
status by 2047 which will be an epoch for Chiranjeevi
Bharat, an epitome of civilisational continuum
unparalleled and unbeatable by any civilisation that came
and went and will never come in the foreseeable future.
By now you would have realised that this is my hat-trick
single line article reserving it for the last and in doing so,
my year-end one-line closer is dedicated to Pradhan’s
lifeline starter. Happy New Year 2026.

sy Case against Punjab cops: Time for new terms of public engagement  Sum—G—Gu

i

The Tribune Editorial: The alleged assault on a Colonel and his son by Punjab Police officials in March throws up questions on policing methods

TR

moment one steps out on to the road. It’s a
collaborative arrangement that expects
discipline, provides the infrastructure for
it and leaves little room for flouting rules.
Sadly, and inexplicably, not even a
modicum of this model has been
replicated anywhere in the region. Not
even when those tasked with this
responsibility — the political and
bureaucratic top bosses — get a firsthand
experience during their stay and work in
the UT.

Managing traffic during VIP movement is a
perfect test to gauge how trained and
empathetic the police force is. The
guidelines are meant to cause minimum
public inconvenience while ensuring a
protective zone. For the commuters, it’s a
nightmare. For the constable on the spot,

shifting the financial burden to the states while
maintaining the same archaic obsession with
unskilled manual labour as the primary tool for
poverty alleviation.

escort vehicles. Action followed, but the
situation on the ground has hardly changed, and it’s not
limited to Punjab.Chandigarh is an outlier where a

it’s even worse. Cybercrime, gangster
modules, drugs — policing is real tough. That’s simply no
excuse for not doing it right.

citizen’s immediate engagement with an orderly
administrative setup helmed by the police happens the

Dhurandhar: 2025’s nationalist narrative catalyst

For decades, Hindi cinema had lived through the hoom-hust cycle where two or three massive releases carried the annual load. In 2025, the pattern inverted.

The year ended with a roar on the silver screen and its echo  tone, dialogues and audience engagement embodied a  place rose a direct and confident nationalism that sought  than declared. The protagonist’s resilience was depicted

defined everything that followed. The success of
Dhurandhar was not only cinematic but civilisational. It
did not simply break records. It set the emotional tone of
a nation. When audiences rose to their feet as credits
rolled on December 5, they were not merely celebrating a
film’s craft. They were acknowledging a sentiment that
had long been searching for voice.

By its 21st day in theatres, Dhurandhar was reported to
have crossed the Rs 1,000-crore milestone worldwide,
becoming the highest-grossing Indian film of the year
and the fifth-largest success of all time. In its triumph lay
the signal that the nationalist mood of India had moved
from politics to popular imagination, that cinema
audiences had begun dictating the nation’s emotional
narrative rather than following it. The country’s biggest
industry—Tlong accused of speaking in borrowed accents
and cosmopolitan codes—had suddenly begun to reflect
the nationalistic mood.What made this moment even
more significant was the ecosystem it revealed.
Throughout 2025, Hindi cinema experienced what
industry analysts called a “steady flow of steady
performers”, rather than dependence on blockbuster
spectacles. In the first half of the year alone, 17 films
crossed the coveted hundred-crore mark at the domestic
box office, a dramatic increase from merely 10 such
films in the corresponding period of 2024.For decades,
Hindi cinema had lived through the boom-bust cycle
where two or three massive releases carried the annual
load. In 2025, the pattern inverted. The industry
witnessed momentum driven not by ‘event cinema’, but
by films that connected with audiences through
authenticity, emotional honesty and a willingness to
address what people actually felt rather than what critics
prescribed they should feel.From its first week,
Dhurandhar was more than a blockbuster. Its advertising,

spirit that was simultaneously defiant and celebratory. It
proved that patriotic sentiment could transcend
geographical and demographic boundaries. The film’s
triumph occurred in a year already marked by significant
shifts in storytelling. In February, Chhaava, Vicky
Kaushal’s historical action-drama about Maratha warrior
Sambhaji, had crossed ‘600 crore at the box office,
signalling that Indian history and heroes were no longer
marginal subjects but mainstream currency.

Dhurandhar itself justified that symbolism through
cinematic craft. It opened with the precision of a
military operation and advanced with the
momentum of conviction. For an audience long
accustomed to irony and moral hesitation, this
clarity arrived like relief. People did not quietly
consume Dhurandhar—they claimed it as
emotional property.

The reasons for this response lay deeper than the
screen. For years, Hindi cinema had lost touch
with its wider audience precisely because its
guardians had misread what that audience
wanted. The major production houses and
creative communities had circled themselves in
cosmopolitan caution. Patriotism was often
reduced to background decor or mocked as an
outdated reflex. Storytelling had turned into symbolism
designed for validation of Western lifestyles and culture
rather than emotion at home. When Dhurandhar
appeared, it violated that trend with unapologetic
enthusiasm.The moment was ripe for such a shift. Since
2019, India’s political and cultural language has

its reflection in culture. Dhurandhar arrived precisely
when that mirror was missing.

The earlier success of films such as Uri: The Surgical
Strike, The Kashmir Files, and The Kerala Story had
hinted at the change; but Dhurandhar institutionalised it.
It became not just a film but a launchpad for a new
emotional mainstream. Its impact was so pronounced
that it seemed to give permission to an entire industry that

v

had been afraid to speak its own language. A new
generation of filmmakers and writers from smaller cities
or digital platforms entered the mainstream empowered
by the realisation that authenticity could sell and that
audiences were hungry for stories that did not ask them to
feel ashamed of their own identity. The monopoly of
inherited surnames and old networks began to loosen.

undergone steady transformation. The old markers of Yet, the success of Dhurandhar must not be mistaken for

elite progressivism, urban irony, global aspiration and
moral neutrality began to fade as authentic expressions
of national sentiment reasserted themselves. In their

the triumph of aggression. Its achievement lay in
articulation, not polemic. The director chose precision
over bombast. Every emotional beat was earned rather

not as dominance but as dedication to purpose. The

lesson extended beyond cinema: the rising nationalism

of 2025 found in Dhurandhar a model of confidence

without contempt, of pride without prejudice. The film’s

success while maintaining this balance suggested that

audiences, too, were more sophisticated than the critics

had assumed—capable of appreciating patriotic

sentiment without requiring it to harden into hatred.Still,
this transformation carries its own challenge.
The newfound assertiveness of Hindi cinema
must avoid the trap of predictability or
formulaic repetition. What will define the
decade ahead is not how many nationalistic
films are made, but how deeply they explore
the human experience within them. Precision
of craft should accompany clarity of message.
The promise of Dhurandhar was not that every
film must shout its identity, but that no film
should be afraid of it. The industry must resist
the temptation to turn a rediscovery of voice
into anew orthodoxy.

By the final quarter of 2025, it was clear that the
cultural axis had shifted fundamentally. The
very critics who once dismissed such projects
as populist or narrowly exclusive were

conceding that a new narrative order had emerged. In

hindsight, the year will be remembered not only for

Dhurandhar’s record-breaking success but for how it

redefined cinematic legitimacy. The old hierarchy of

taste, the circle of directors, critics and producers who
mediated what India should feel lost its influence. The
local triumphed over the global not because it shut out the
world, but because it spoke from the depth of belonging.

Certainty replaced confusion as the artistic mood of the

year.
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Gold & Silver prices hit new

highs: Experts' forecast for
2026
Kolkata .(Agency)

Gold and silver prices have recorded a sharp rise on
December 29, 2025, Monday. Both precious metals
are trading around new highs in the domestic market.
According to the latest update on Monday morning,
strong buying was seen in gold and silver. The trend
of investors seems to be moving towards safe
investment once again. This rise in prices at the end
of the year is attracting people's attention. Today, the
price of 24-carat gold in India has reached Rs
1,40,750 for 10 grams. The price of one gram of gold
was recorded at Rs 14,075. 22 karat gold was
available for Rs 1,29,021 for 10 grams. The price of
one kilogram of gold has reached Rs 14075000. Due
to the steadily rising prices, the movement in the
market has intensified.Silver price rally continues

Gold prices have risen sharply today. The price of one
kilogram of silver has reached Rs 2,53,650. The
price of one gram of silver has been recorded at Rs
254. Rs 2537 rupees has to be paid for 10 grams of
silver. This rise in silver prices is surprising to
investors.

Gold and silver on MCX

Gold remains in a strong position on the MCX as well.
The price of 10 grams of gold in India MCX stood at
Rs 140385. The price of silver on MCX was recorded
at Rs 2,53,551 for 1 kilogram. Both metals touched
high levels during the trading session. There is a
bullish atmosphere in the domestic futures market.

Support from the international market

The price of gold in the US Comex market was around
$4536 per ounce. At the same time, the price of silver
was recorded close to $79 per ounce. The impact of
fluctuations in the international market was also
shown on the Indian market. Due to global
uncertainty, investment in precious metals has
increased.As the Gold prices continue to rise, Pranav
Mer, Vice President, EBG, Commodity & Currency
Research, JM Financial Services Ltd, said that in
2026 the yellow metal is not expected to rise as much
as it did in 2025. However, the current moment may
push up prices towards USD 5,000-5,200 and Rs
1,50,000-1,55,000 on the MCX in 2026.

Silver prices have recorded a huge jump in 2025.
“Silver is supported by strong industrial demand
from new-age sectors, relatively cheap pricing
compared to gold, and a sharp rally in the industrial
metals after Trump’s tariff announcement in April
2025,” Pranav Mer of JM Financial Services, said.

L&T wins order for
Hyderabad Greenfield Radial
Road phase-2 project

New Delhi.(Agency)
Infrastructure major Larsen & Toubro (L&T) on
Monday said it has bagged a "significant" order for
the Hyderabad Greenfield Radial Road project.

The contract, awarded to L&T's transportation
infrastructure business vertical, covers the second
phase of the project in Ranga Reddy district. L&T
classifies an order amount ranging between Rs 1,000
cr to Rs 2,500 cr as 'significant'It involves the
construction of a "22.3 km 3+3 lane access-
controlled radial road" to boost connectivity in the
region, L&T said in a filing to BSE.The Hyderabad
Greenfield Radial Road phase-2 holds strategic
importance as the first radial connector linking
Hyderabad's outer ring road to the proposed 340-km
regional ring road , enhancing regional
connectivity.It will improve access to key growth
hubs like IT corridors and electronic city, driving
economic development in Telangana's Ranga Reddy
district.Under the contract, the infrastructure firm
will construct a 3.6 km long viaduct, minor bridges,
underpasses and culverts."Construction of service
roads on both sides, extensive retention structures,
storm water drainage system, footpaths, cycle track
and landscaping works is also in L&T's scope," the
filing said.Larsen & Toubro is engaged in
engineering, procurement and construction projects,
hi-tech manufacturing and services operating across
multiple geographies.

OpenAl's new job offer
brings $500 mn pay and
high stress: Details here

New Delhi.(Agency)

OpenAl founder Sam Altman has announced a new
senior job role that will pay more than half a million
dollars a year. The role focuses on reducing the risks
linked to rapidly advancing artificial intelligence
(AI) systems. Altman said the company is hiring a
"Head of Preparedness", calling it a critical position
at a time when Al models are improving very
quickly. He warned that the job will be demanding,
saying, "This will be a stressful job, and you'll jump
into the deep end pretty much immediately."

The compensation for the role is $555,000, along with
equity.Sam Altman highlights Al impact on mental
health

Altman said OpenAl has already seen early signs of Al
affecting mental health in 2025. In a post on X,
Altman said, "This is a critical role at an important
time; models are improving quickly and are now
capable of many great things, but they are also
starting to present some real challenges. The
potential impact of models on mental health was
something we saw a preview of in 2025; we are just
now seeing models get so good at computer security
that they are beginning to find critical
vulnerabilities."Altman explained that while
OpenAl has systems to measure how powerful its
models are becoming, the company now needs a
deeper understanding of how these capabilities
could be misused. He said the goal is to limit harmful
uses of Al in products and in the real world, without
stopping people from benefiting from the
technology.He added that this work is difficult
because there are few past examples to learn from.
Some ideas that seem helpful at first can create
unexpected problems later.

PAN—Aadhaar not linked yet What happens
if you miss December 31 deadline

If your PAN is still not linked with
Aadhaar, the clock is ticking. The
Income Tax Department has set
December 31, 2025 as the final
deadline, and missing it could
make your PAN inoperative,
affecting tax filing and refunds.

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Income Tax Department has reminded
PAN cardholders to complete the
PAN-Aadhaar linking process before the
December 31, 2025 deadline. Those who
fail to do so risk their PAN becoming
inoperative, which can disrupt several tax

PAN-Aadhaar linking is the process of
connecting a person’s Permanent
Account Number with their Aadhaar
number.This helps the tax department
verify identities and prevents the issue of
multiple PAN cards to the same

individual. At present, keeping this link
active is compulsory for all taxpayers in
India. WHY LINKING PAN WITH
AADHAAR ISIMPORTANT

Under Indian tax laws, PAN-Aadhaar

linking is no longer optional. If the two
are not linked, the PAN may be declared
inoperative.An inoperative PAN can
cause problems while filing income tax
returns, delay refunds, and affect
various financial transactions such as
investments and bank-related activities.

In fact, the Central Board of Direct Taxes

has issued a special directive for
individuals who obtained their PAN

financial

The PAN—Aadhaar linking deadline was

PAN may become inoperative from
January 1, 2026, which could lead to
difficulties in tax compliance and other
matters. HOW

PAN-AADHAAR DEADLINES HAVE
CHANGED

_—
The sharp rise has put silver firmly in the

and financial activities.According to the
department, PAN cards that are not linked
with Aadhaar within the prescribed time
will not be valid for key transactions,
including income tax filing and refund
PAN-AADHAAR

claims. WHAT IS
LINKING?

using an Aadhaar enrolment ID instead of
afinal Aadhaar number. These individuals
have been given time until December 31,
2025, to complete the linking using their
actual Aadhaar number.If the process is
not completed within this timeline, the

Hindustan Copper share price jumps
over 11%: What's driving the rally

New Delhi.(Agency)

Shares of Hindustan Copper surged as
much as 10% in early trade on Tuesday,
emerging as one of the top gainers on
Dalal Street amid strong global copper
prices and renewed buying interest in
metal stocks.The Hindustan Copper
stock was trading at Rs 528.55, up
11.13%, at around 11:24 am on the
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE). In
the past five trading sessions, shares
of the company have gained a
whopping 32%.The sharp move
reflects optimism around copper’s
demand outlook, tight global supply
conditions and expectations of
improved earnings visibility for
domestic producers.COPPER
PRICES GAINING MOMENTUM

One of the key triggers behind the rally is

the continued strength in global copper
prices.Copper prices have remained
elevated on the back of rising demand
from electric vehicles, renewable
energy projects, power transmission
and large-scale infrastructure
spending. As a critical input for EVs,
solar installations and grid expansion,
copper is a direct beneficiary of the
global energy transition.

Market participants say sustained

firmness in overseas copper prices has
improved the earnings outlook for
mining and metal companies, including
Hindustan Copper.

SUPPLY CONCERNS ADD TO

MOMENTUM

COMPANY-SPECIFIC OPTIMISM

LIFTS STOCK

Investors are also factoring in

expectations of better operational

performance at Hindustan Copper.

The company has been focusing on
capacity expansion, improving ore
output and increasing metal
production across its mines. Any
improvement in volumes, combined
with elevated copper prices, has a
direct and positive impact on
margins and profitability.

Traders say the stock has seen renewed
interest from both institutional and
retail investors, aided by broader
optimism around metal stocks and
the PSU theme.

TECHNICALBREAKOUT SEEN

Supply-side challenges have further From a technical perspective, the sharp

supported copper prices.

Disruptions at major copper mines,
declining ore grades and delays in
capacity expansion projects globally
have tightened supply. With demand
continuing to rise, the imbalance
between supply and consumption has
kept prices firm, adding to bullish
sentiment around copper-linked stocks.

rise suggests a breakout from recent
consolidation levels.Analysts tracking
the stock say the rally has come on
strong volumes, indicating fresh
buying rather than short covering
alone. If momentum sustains, the stock
could see further upside in the near
term, though volatility is likely given
the sharp run-up.

Indian Railways in 2025: Vande Bharat in Kashmir, Kavach
enhanced, over 99% electrification - The milestones

New Delhi.(Agency)

Indian Railways. This year Railways
took many big decisions related to
technology, environment, passenger
comfort, safety and network
expansion. These steps helped
accelerate the railways towards
building a modern, digital, inclusive
and future-ready transport system.

Vande Bharat and expansion of high-

speed trainsIn 2025, the Vande Bharat
Express network expanded rapidly.
Advanced version schemes like Vande
Bharat 4.0 have also appeared, which
aims to provide more speed and better
comfort. The introduction of semi-
high-speed trains and the trial of
upgraded trainsets promoted faster and
better intercity travel. During the
Calendar year-2025, 15 Vande Bharat
express trains were introduced. The
Vande Bharat Sleeper is expected to be
launched in 2026.Big focus on

technology and safety

The year 2025 was a historic year for Railways have taken steps to modernise

the old train control system this year.
The Kavach automatic train protection
system was implemented and the task
of finishing level crossings without
gates was accelerated. Almost
complete electrification of the broad
gauge network was also a major
achievement, which made the
operation more clean.

Green Initiative: Hydrogen-powered
train

Moving towards green transport, Indian
Railways has developed the first
hydrogen train made in the country. It
was prepared for a trial run, making
India one of the countries working on
zero-emission trains.

Digital improvements for travelers

In 2025, the passenger reservation
system was redesigned and digital
platforms like Swarel started. Aadhaar
authentication has been made

mandatory in Tatkal ticket booking.
IRCTC has disabled more than 3 crore
suspicious user IDs to prevent fake
bookings. Special facilities have also
been increased for the elderly, pregnant
women, disabled and visually impaired
travelers.Railway network expansion
and special trainsThe Railway ministry
informed that Indian Railways
commissioned over 900 kilometres of
new track lines during the period April
1 and 30 November 2025. Ever since
the Modi government came to power in
2014, a total 34,428 km of new track
has been laid across Indian Railways at
an average of 8.57 km/day, which is
more than twice the average daily
commissioning (4.2 km/day) during
the period 2009-14.89 special trains
were run in December to handle the
crowd of passengers. New superfast
trains like Golden City Express were
also introduced, which strengthened
tourism and economic corridors.

first set for June 30, 2023, and later
extended to May 31, 2024, with a late fee
of Rs 1,000. The latest notification dated By entering PAN and Aadhaar details, the
April 3, 2025, offers relief only to those
who used an Aadhaar enrolment ID while
applying for PAN.Tax experts point out

that no penalty will be charged if this

group completes the linking within the

extended deadline. However, other PAN
holders who missed earlier cut-off dates
may still have to pay a Rs 1,000 fee under

Section 234H.

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOUR
PAN BECOMES
INOPERATIVE?

If a PAN becomes inoperative,
taxpayers may not be able to file
income tax returns or receive
refunds.Certain financial
transactions may also get
blocked, and higher tax may be
deducted at source in some
cases until the PAN is made
active again. HOW TO CHECK
PAN-AADHAAR LINK
STATUS

Taxpayers can easily check

whether their PAN is linked with Aadhaar

through the Income Tax e-filing portal.

portal shows the current linking status. If
the link is missing, a clear message
appears on the screen.

Why experience-led design
is becoming a core growth
driver for hotels

New Delhi.(Agency)

The hospitality industry will continue to change
significantly in 2026, when it will be clear that all
travellers are looking for more than just a place to
stay, but will also be searching for a purpose and
community through their experiences, and contact
with themselves and who they are. As guest
expectations evolve, design has moved from being
a visual enhancer to becoming a core business
engine. Today, aesthetics, technology,
sustainability, and emotional engagement
intersect to shape both guest satisfaction and
commercial growth.Everyone from villas to
luxury hotels in hospitality is experiencing this
transition first hand. Therefore, hotels and resorts
that will be successful too will not only design
spaces for their guests, but they will also design a
story.

The design and creation of space in the hospitality
industry is much more than decorating; it is
through the experience (how guests experience
that space). The competitive advantage will be
based upon the ability to create multiple sensory
experiences for all guests' check-in until the guest
checks out.The hotels/resorts that have created an
experience for their guests had much higher
satisfaction feedback and a positive review, which
has built a loyal database for them. The guests
have felt an emotional connection with the
property due to the ambience, the design elements,
and the comfort it has given them. It’s more of an
experience rather than just a stay.Design is now an
"invisible salesman." It is guiding the decision-
making process and providing places of comfort
and a basis for bringing guests back. The main
influences are:

Spatial Flow: Creating a guide for the natural flow of
guests and providing a clear definition of zones, an
uncluttered path, and smooth transitions from
public to private.Lighting: A layered lighting that
creates a balance between the guest’s mood and
surroundings. It also helps in highlighting the art
and design elements to set the first impression
when a guest walks into the lobby or enters a
restaurant.Biophilic Design: Utilising natural
materials, greenery, water features, and organic
patterns that reduce stress levels and elevate the
richness of guest perceptions of luxury when
designing hotels. The guests reach your property
after having a long travel journey. Hence, such a
design plays an important part in giving those
soothing vibes.Technology Integration: Smart
controls for lighting, temperature, entertainment,
and privacy—empowering guests to tailor their
stay effortlessly.

Silver breaches Rs 2.5 lakh per kg for 1st
time: Why waiting may be wiser

growing use in solar panels, electronics,
and battery

electric vehicles,

spotlight, forcing investors to confront a

According to him, silver’s structural story
over the next two to three years remains

Money, says silver continues to dominate
the precious metals space and has

technologies has added a structural layer
of demand that did not exist at this scale
in earlier cycles.At the same time, global

strong, but short-term corrections are very
much possible.“At these levels, even if
you want to buy silver ETFs or take direct

significantly outperformed gold in this
cycle.According to him, the rally is being
driven by a powerful combination of safe-

familiar question at uncomfortable levels:
is it still worth buying, or is patience the

better strategy now
—

New Delhi.(Agency)

Silver prices have crossed a major
psychological milestone in India,
breaching Rs 2.5 lakh per kg for the first
time, as a powerful global rally continues
to push the metal higher. The sharp rise has
put silver firmly in the spotlight, forcing
investors to confront a familiar question at
uncomfortable levels: is it still worth
buying, or is patience the better strategy
now?

WHAT IS DRIVING
RECORD RALLY?

Silver’s surge has been driven by a mix of
global and domestic
factors.Internationally, silver prices have
hit fresh record highs, supported by strong
industrial demand, tight supply conditions
and rising investor interest. Silver’s

SILVER’S

inventories remain constrained after

years of underinvestment in mining.
With supply struggling to keep pace,
prices have moved sharply higher
once investment flows returned.In
India, the jump in global prices,
combined with currency movements,
has translated into record domestic
rates, pushing silver beyond Rs 2.5
lakh perkg.

WHY SOME EXPERTS ARE
URGING CAUTION

Not everyone believes this is the right
time to rush in.Market expert Avinash

Gorakshakar cautions investors against
chasing silver after such a sharp run-up.
“When everybody starts buying the same
commodity at elevated levels, then
something is wrong,” he has said, noting
that silver has crossed levels that even

technical analysts did not anticipate.

While Gorakshakar remains positive on
silver’s long-term demand outlook,
expects near-term profit booking.

investors.

STRONG

exposure, it makes sense to wait,” he said,

adding that a correction of around 10
percent or possibly more cannot be ruled
out. Such a pullback, he believes, could
offer a better entry point for long-term

TECHNICAL INDICATORS STILL

On the other hand, technical indicators
he  suggest that silver’s broader uptrend is
still intact.Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich

haven demand, accelerating industrial
usage and persistent structural supply
deficits. “The bullish structure
remains intact, with corrections
staying brief and contained,” he has
said.From a technical standpoint,
Ponmudi sees further upside potential
in international markets, with silver
targeting higher levels as long as key
support zones hold.In the domestic
futures market, MCX silver prices are
hovering near record levels, mirroring
the strength seen globally.Ponmudi
says the long-term bullish framework
on MCX remains valid as long as prices
stay above Rs 2.5 lakh. Any deeper
corrective move, he believes, is likely to
find support in the Rs 2.4 lakh to Rs 2.35
lakh zone.“A decisive breakout above
current levels could trigger the next leg of
the rally,” he said, adding that the broader
trend continues to favour accumulation on
dips rather than aggressive buying at
peaks.
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Dense fog hits operations at Delhi airport;
128 flights cancelled and 8 diverted

The Delhi airport
issued a
passenger
advisory as dense
fog disrupted
flight operations,
with delays and
cancellations
expected during

the day.

Landlord arrested for
sexually assaulting girlin
North Delhi’s Burari: Police

Northern India.

conditions,

landing systems

“Due to persistent dense fog, flight operations
continue to remain under CAT III

which may result in flight
delays,” the airport operator Delhi
International Airport Limited (IDIAL) said
in an advisory, adding that teams were
working with stakeholders to minimise
inconvenience to passengers.

Atairports which are certified for Category I11
conditions, aircraft equipped with special

The incident happened when the girl returned from
her school to her house on Friduy afternoon, and
was alone in the house, according fo police sources.

New Delhi.(Agency)

A girl was allegedly sexually assaulted by her 52-year-old
landlord in North Delhi’s Burari area on Friday, a police
officer said. A case has been registered under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act and the
accused has been arrested, officers added.

The incident happened when the girl returned from her
school to her house on Friday afternoon, and was alone in
the house, according to police sources. “The landlord has a
shop of religious amenities nearby. The man came inside
the house on the pretext of house repairs,” a police officer
said.

The accused then threatened to kill the girl and then sexually
assaulted her, the police said. Later that evening, when the
girl’s mother came back, she got to know about the
incident. “The girl told her mother about the incident and
she then filed a complaint. The medical test of the girl was
doneand a casewasregistered,” the officer added.

Prepare SOPs on response
to tackle crisis: Delhi top
cop to units in wake of
Bondi Beach terror attack

- e
Moving from chaos to coordination in the shortest

possible time in focus in fresh SOPs
R

New Delhi.(Agency)

In the wake of the recent mass killing incident at Bondi
Beach in Australia, the Delhi Police have moved to
sharpen their preparedness for a similar crisis, directing
senior officers to frame a comprehensive protocol on
response, firing, and training for such situations, has
learnt. Delhi Police Commissioner Satish Golchha,
sources said, has directed the Special CPs of two units —
Operations and Training — to jointly draft a detailed
standard operating procedure (SOP) that clearly spells out
the roles and responsibilities of every unit involved in
counter-terror and active-shooter style responses.

Moving from chaos to control in the shortest possible
time in such situations and ensure maximum coordination
and minimum confusion —this is set to be the goal for
different units as the SOPs are framed.

According to a senior police officer, the new protocol
will detail unitwise responsibilities for district police, PCR
units, SWAT teams, specialised units of the Special Cell
and crime branch, traffic units, and the Special Branch
unit. “Under this SOP, they will define the exact work
distribution; who takes initial command at the scene and
how command is transferred when specialised units arrive;
how perimeter security and crowd control are to be
enforced in real time, communication channels between
field units, control rooms, and senior leadership to avoid
overlaps,” the officer said.

Apart from this, the Special CP (Training) is planning to
map all the operational requirements into regular and
scenario-based training modules.

“He is expected to include simulated active shooter
periodic refresher courses for the beat police staff, station
staff and first responders on rapid assessment and
decision-making in the crisis situation,” the senior officer
said.

New Delhi.(Agency)

OFlight operations at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International (IGI} Airport were hit by dense
fog Monday morning, leading to the
cancellation of 128 flights and diversion of
eight others, airport sources said.

According to the sources, 64 arriving and 64
departing flights were cancelled at the
country’s busiest airport, and eight flights
were diverted as visibility dropped sharply
across the national capital and parts of

and trained crews can

operate in very low visibility. However, it
limits the number of flights that can operate The Ministry of Civil Aviation also issued an

dunngsevere fog.

advisory stating that flight operations at
select airports in Northern India could be
affected by fog, leading topossible delays.

Airlines also issued advisories warning of
possible disruptions. In a post on X, IndiGo
advised passengers to check their flight
status before leaving for the airport and to
allow extra time for travel, as fog could also
affectroadtraffic.

“Fog continues to persist across Delhi and
several airports in northern India. Visibility
remains reduced and, as a result, flight
movements are presently slower than
normal, with some delays being
experienced. We will continue to manage
operations under the prevailing conditions,
sequencing departures and arrivals to
maintain orderly operations,” the airline
said.

Over the past few weeks, several days of low
visibility have led to flight delays,
diversions, and cancellations, particularly
during the early moming hours.

Real-time data, source identification: Delhi govt set to develop Al-enabled ~ Woman sold premium flat in
data system with IIT Kanpur to combat air pollution

This evidence will enable agencies to act at the source of pollution, rather than resorting to

blanket bans and reactive measures.” the official statement read.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Hyperlocal source apportionment,
sensor-based monitoring and real time
data are expected be among the
highlights of an artificial intelligence
(Al)- enabled decision support
systern (DSS) that is likely to be [
developed for the Capital as the

=

proposed collaboration, according to
an official statement, aims to

strengthen the ability of the Capital to
identify pollution sources at a granular
level, assess their impact, and enable

Delhi government explores a |

collaboration with Indian Institute
of Technology Kanpur to tackle the
air pollution in the city.

“Under the leadership of CM Rekha
Gupta, we are ensuring that Delhi’s

fight against pollution must be =78

scientific, sustained and strategic.

We are moving towards a model where
decisions are driven by real-time data,
source identification and measurable
outcomes, not reactive measures,”
Environment Minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa was quoted as saying in an
official statement on Sunday. The
focus, he said, is to move away from
blanket restrictions towards targeted
action at pollution hotspots. The

targeted, timely interventions across
sectors. “Akey pillar of this approach is
dynamic source apportionment, which
will help authorities scientifically
identify contributions from dust,
transport, industry, biomass burning
and regional factors.

This evidence will enable agencies to act
at the source of pollution, rather than
resorting to blanket bans and reactive

measures,” the official statement read.

“Our objective is clear — pollution

control cannot be seasonal. Delhineeds

a 365-day action framework that

combines technology, governance and
enforcement, working in complete
decision-making,” the Minister
added.

At present, the Capital relies on Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology
Pune’s (IITM) DSS. Experts have
flagged concerns in the past about
the reliability of data. The Indian
Express had reported on October 1
that Delhi’s Air Quality Early

Warning System (AQEWS) has been

able to forecast high-pollution days

with more than 80% accuracy, but its
reliance on outdated emission
inventories and the tendency to
underpredict pollutant levels limit its
effectiveness, according to a study by
the public policy think tank Counecil on
Energy, Environment, and Water
(CEEW).

Verdict of a disappearing shield: How
the Aravallis edge towards erasure

New Delhi.(Agency)

As one of the world’s oldest geological
formations, the Aravalli Hills range
fights for its existence after the Supreme
Court redefined its peaks. According to
the new definition on the
recommendations of the federal
government, only peaks or parts
of the hills that are 100 metres
above the ground level are to be
treated as Aravallihills.

Protests have erupted across
northern India, especially the
NCR, Harvana and Rajasthan,
with cifizens worried about the §&
degrading air quality, the effects
of which are widely felt,
particularly during the winter months.
However, earlier this year, sudden dust
storms led to an overnight dip in the city’s
air quality index (AQI).

While walking across the city during

. that time, one could feel dust clinging to

the skin. Now, dust storms are not a new

phenomenon. Delhi has been witnessing
them for years, but the frequency of these
storms, along with hyper-temperatures
and warmer nights, has only been
observed largely in the last few years.
—
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Posh areas like South Delhi’s
Chhatarpur too remained no exception to
it. However, just a few kilometres away,
beyond the luxurious farmhouses and
wedding resorts, lie the humongous
Aravalli ranges — scarred and blasted
after years of mining.

Into the wild

As one crosses that area and drives
through the Delhi-Faridabad highway, a
pit stop while entering the Mangarbani
village shows the mined area on the hills.
“However, after a ban by the
Supreme Court in 2009, mining
was stopped in these locations,”
said Sunil Hasrana, a local
environmental activist who has
= long been associated with the
¢ fight to preserve the Aravallis.
¢ Hasrana pointed outsome of the

green patches on the hills that
: surrounded their locality.

“After mining was stopped n
these areas, the greenery was
restored in the following years. If the
recent orders from the SC get
implemented in the upcoming years, then
these hills might go back to ground zero
and have a detrimental effect on the
villagers and the residents of Delhi
NCR,”headded.

coordination backed by data driven

Gurgaon’s DLF Camellias for
half the price, duped of Rs 12
crore

New Delhi.(Agency)
In August 2024, a woman was looking for a house
at some posh society in Gurgaon. DLEF Camellias
was on her list, but it was beyond her budget.

Soon, she met Abhinav Pathak, a medicine
distributor, who claimed to know people who could
help her get a house in DLF Camellias for Rs 12.04
crore — nearly half the original price. How? “He
claimed to have already purchased a premium
property through a bank auction and offered to
transfer it to her at a lowerrate,” a police officer said.
A bank usually puts a property on auction to recover
a ‘bad loan’. It is when the owner of a property fails
to pay dues to the bank. The properties, thus
auctioned, are sold at lowerrates.

The woman took the bait.

“In August 2024, the complainant was approached
by M/s MG Leasing & Finance. Representatives
showed her meticulously forged documents — sale
certificates, covering letters, and auction receipts —
all purportedly from the State Bank of India,” DCP
{Crime Branch) Aditya Gautam said.

Convinced, the woman transferred Rs 12.04 crore
through RTGS and demand drafts between August
and October last year. It was only later, when the
bank confirmed every document was forged, that the
victim realised that no such flat was available. A
complaint was filed on June 13 this year.

Delhi Police Crime Branch’s Inter State Cell took
up the case and traced the money trail. Bank
statements confirmed the massive sum had been
credited to an account of some proprietorship firm,
owned by one Mohit Gogia. An extensive manhunt
was launched across Delhi-NCR, Bhopal, and
Mumbai. But the accused had, by then, gone
underground.

The breakthrough in the case was made through
technical surveillance and manual intelligence. On
November 22 this year, a specialised team led by
mspectors Satender Poonia and Sohan Lal tracked
Gogia while he was fleeing from Mumbai towards
Uttarakhand. He was apprehended near Doiwala on
the Rishikesh-Dehradun Road.

Edited videos, blackmail: How a crime syndicate ran a
system of fear to target traffic cops across Delhi

For over a decade, a crime syndicate ran a parallel system of fear, recording and coercing traffic police across the Capital. This is their story.

New Delhi.(Agency)

“Picture this,” a senior-rank Delhi Police
officer says. “Traffic policemen, heads
bowed, sitting on the floor. Raju leans back
in a chair, completely calm and unshaken.”
He pauses and lets the image sink in. Then
he adds, “That’s how scared they were
ofhim®. f

The image has circulated quietly
within the Delhi Police for months. The
description comes from one of the
officers investigating the case.
Rajlumar Meena, also known as Raju
(45), is now at the centre of a sprawling
crime syndicate. According to the
police, over more than a decade, the
syndicate allegedly blackmailed traffic
officers using doctored videos to extort
money.

Not just this officer, but many others
within the Delhi Police murmur that the case
is unlike anything previously seen in the
national capital. “It has sent shockwaves
through the police establishment,” said
another officer, in disbelief.

The reason, another officer explains, was

what they describe as the “breaking point”.
“It came”, the officer says, still shaken,
“when the syndicate targeted women traffic
officers”. According to the police sources,

Raju threatened to circulate purported
videos showing women traffic officers

accepting bribes unless they complied with
his inappropriate demands.

“As the complaints from wormen traffic
officers began to reach senior ranks, the
response hardened,” a police officer said.
Then, on the instructions of Delhi Police
Commissioner Satish Golcha, nearly 15

- %"‘\\\ |

FIRs were clubbed together, and the case
was brought under the stringent provision of
the Maharashtra Control of Organised
Crime Act (MCOCA).

“A step that signalled just how seriously
the police now viewed the threat,” a senior-
rank police officer said. That fear and
unease surrounding Raju can also be
sensed far from the police offices — on the
main road in Nerth West Delhi’s North
Ghonda area. The single-lane road is
lined with closely packed houses and
small shops selling sweets, jewellery,
and groceries. At one of the grocery
stores, when asked about Raju’s house, a
| man in his twenties shakes his head,

denying any knowledge of the name. He
4 then pulls a phone from his pocket,

presses it to his ear — as if pretending to
take a call — and gestures with his right
thumb towards ablue building.

The blue structure is a primary public
school. Wedged between it and a small
jewellery shop is a three-floor building
bearing a prominent board: *Surelha Rani,
Advocate’. From the second floor, an

elderly couple peeps out and shouts, “Wo
aayinahihaiabhi...”

Surekha Rani, a Delhi-based lawyer
practicing at Karkardooma district cout, is
Raju’s wife. Raju, she says, was questioned
for days before his arrest. “On the fourth
day, he went to the police station at 5 pm. By
6:30 pm, a 14-15 page FIR was registered.
They had already made up their mind,” she
alleges, struggling to catch her breath.

Surekha says she married Raju nearly two
decades ago and moved almost immediately
to their current residence. What she knew of
her husband, she claims, was that he was
mvolved in some form of fransport
business. Investigators describe a far more
elaborate operation.

Police officers say Raju had cast a long
shadow over some traffic police officers for
more than a decade. A single word — tafteesh
(investigation), typically used by police
officers to make criminals squirm — had
come to mean something very different in
this case. Whispered in police stations, it
signalled that a sting operation had been
conducted.
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ohake—Karach et ights | AS Jamaat tie-up sparks rift, Bangladesh's
NCP chief says alliance not ideological

likely from January

TAIPEI (Agency)

Pakistan’s High Commissioner to Bangladesh, Imran
Haider, said on Sunday that direct flights between
Dhaka and Karachi are likely to begin in January,
calling it an important step in improving ties between
the two countries.He shared the update during a
courtesy call on Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad
Yunus at the State Guest House in Dhaka.

Haider said the number of patients travelling to Pakistan
for liver and kidney transplants has increased, adding
that Islamabad is ready to offer training and academic
opportunities in transplant-related medical fields. The
two sides further discussed ways to expand
cooperation in trade, investment, and aviation, while
also scaling up cultural, educational, and medical
exchanges to strengthen bilateral relations.

Haider said bilateral trade recorded a 20 per cent rise
compared to the previous year, with business
communities from both countries exploring new
investment opportunities.He also highlighted a rise in
cultural exchanges, noting growing interest among
Bangladeshi students in higher education in Pakistan,
particularly in medical sciences, nanotechnology, and
artificial intelligence.Yunus welcomed the growing
engagement between the two countries, stressing the
need for more visits and stronger cultural,
educational, and people-to-people exchanges among
SAARC member states.He also emphasised the
importance of boosting Bangladesh—Pakistan trade
and said both sides would work towards identifying
new areas for investment and joint ventures.

SDG Coordinator and Senior Secretary Lamiya
Morshed was also present at the meeting.

"80 Drones, 36 Hours,
Airbase Attacked":
Pakistan's Big Op Sindoor
Admission

WORLD . (Agency)

The Pakistani government has acknowledged, for the
first time in detail, the impact of India's strategic and
precision strikes on its military installation under
Operation Sindoor in May, eight months after the
four-day armed conflict between the two countries.
The admission came from Pakistan's Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar, who confirmed that Indian
drones struck the Nur Khan airbase in Rawalpindi's
Chaklala area, damaging the key military
installation and injuring personnel.

"In 36 hours, at least 80 drones were sent," Dar, who is
also the foreign minister, said, underlining the scale
of the operation. He, however, claimed Pakistan was
"able to intercept 79 drones out of 80.""India then
made the mistake of attacking the Nur Khan Airbase
in the early hours of May 10, prompting Pakistan's
retaliatory operation," he said while speaking during
the year-end press briefing last week.India had
launched Operation Sindoor in the early hours of
May 7, 2025, to avenge the massacre of 26 civilians
by terrorists in Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir, on
April 26.Shehbaz Sharif's deputy's comments
marked a notable shift from Islamabad's earlier
stance, which had largely played down the extent of
damage caused by Indian strikes.Dar further stated
that Islamabad did not request mediation between
Pakistan and India during the May conflict, claiming
that US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Saudi
Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan expressed
a desire to speak with New Delhi. He claimed that on
May 10, Rubio called him at around 8.17 am, in
which he conveyed that India was ready for a
ceasefire and asked whether Pakistan would agree.

16 Dead In Fire At A
Retirement Home In
Indonesia

Jakarta. (Agency)

A fire at a nursing home on the Indonesian island of
Sulawesi killed more than a dozen people, with three
others injured, a local official said Monday.

Firefighters received the report of the blaze at 8:31 pm
Sunday at a nursing home in the North Sulawesi
provincial capital Manado, said the city's fire and
rescue agency chief Jimmy Rotinsulu."There were 16
deaths; three (people) had burn injuries," he told
AFP.Many bodies of the victims were found inside
their rooms, Jimmy said, adding that many of the
elderly residents were likely resting in their rooms in
the evening when the fire broke out.Authorities
managed to evacuate 12 people -- all unhurt -- and
transfer them to a local hospital, he said.

Footage aired by local broadcaster Metro TV showed
the fire engulfing the nursing home, while locals
helped to evacuate an elderly person.Deadly fires are
not uncommon in Indonesia, a Southeast Asian
archipelago of more than 17,000 islands.A fire tore
through a seven-storey office building in Indonesia's
capital Jakarta this month, killing at least 22 people.In
2023, at least 12 people were killed in the country's
east after an explosion at a nickel-processing plant.

The National Citizen Party has

joined an alliance led by Jamaat-
e-Islami ahead of Bangladesh's
general elections. The move has

caused internal dissent and

resignations within the party

amid concerns over ideological

YANGON. (Agency)
His remarks came amid strong internal
dissent within the student-led party, which
had spearheaded the movement that
toppled the Sheikh Hasina government.
Around 30 NCP leaders have issued a joint
letter opposing the alliance with the
fundamentalist Jamaat-e-Islami, while two
senior leaders have announced their
resignations.Islam said the party had
earlier planned to contest all 300

constituencies independently, but the
murder of Osman Hadi had significantly

altered Bangladesh’s political landscape. |

“In this changed context, we believe
broader unity is essential to ensure a fair

and competitive election. With that |

urgency, we held discussions with Jamaat-
e-Islami and its eight-party alliance,” he
was quoted as saying by the Daily Star.

Addressing the resignations of senior

leaders Tasnim Zara and Tajunbha Jabin,
Islam said the decision to join the alliance
was taken by a majority of the party’s
executive body. He denied reports of a split
and said efforts would be made to engage
dissenting leaders and resolve
differences.The NCP, an offshoot of the
Students Against Discrimination (SAD)
movement that led last year’s violent July
Uprising, emerged as a political party
under the interim government headed by
Muhammad Yunus.

Leaders opposing the alliance said it directly

contradicts the NCP’s stated ideology and
its position on the July Uprising and
democratic values. In a memo, they cited

no “honourable option” despite being a
founding member of the party.

Meanwhile, the main leader of the 2024

Jamaat’s controversial political history,
including its opposition to Bangladesh’s
independence and alleged involvement in
atrocities during the 1971 Liberation War,
calling these incompatible with the party’s
core principles.The dissenting leaders
warned that the alliance would erode the
NCP’s political credibility and public trust,
creating confusion and disappointment
among supporters and grassroots activists.

NCPjoint convenor Tajnuva Jabeen, a doctor

who announced her resignation in a
Facebook post, described the alliance as “a
political strategy” that was “carefully
engineered”. She said she was stepping
down with “mental agony” and felt she had

violent uprising, Mahfuz Alam, distanced
himself from his disciples under the NCP
banner over their move to forge the Jammat
alliance. In a Facebook post, Alam
declined to be a "part of this NCP", as a rift
in the party over the alliance issue yielded a
memorandum signed by 30 of its senior
leaders expressing their stance against the
move and two ranking ones announcing
their resignation.Under the prevailing
circumstances, my respect, affection and
friendship for my July comrades will not be
erased. But I am not becoming part of this
NCP. It is not true that I was given a
proposal from the Jamaat-NCP alliance,
but keeping my long-standing position is
more important than becoming a Jamaat-
NCP alliance (candidate)," Alam
said.Bangladesh is scheduled to hold
general elections in February. In the
reshaped political landscape, former prime
minister Khaleda Zia’s Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) .

Knife attack near Suriname's capital Paramaribo

PARAMARIBO. (Agency)
A knife attack outside Suriname 's
capital of Paramaribo killed at least
nine people, including five children,
police said Sunday.Officials said the
victims included four of the attacker's
children and neighbors who came to
their aid. A neighbor's child was also
killed. Local media reported the
victims were located at multiple
homes.The attack took place in

Richelieu in the Commewijne district
about 25 kilometers (15 miles) east of
Paramaribo. Neighbors said the attack
began after the suspect, a 43-year-old
male, had an argument over the phone
with his wife, with whom he no longer
lived.The neighbors said that after the
suspect's wife said she would not pick
up the children, but would instead send
someone else for them, the suspect
attacked his kids with a knife and also

kills at least 9 people, including kids

went after neighbors in their homes.In
a statement Sunday, Suriname's Police
Corps said the suspect attempted to
attack police officers who arrived on
the scene and he was injured during his
arrest. He is now recovering in a
hospital.Police said a sixth child and
another adult were seriously injured in
the attack and were being treated at a
hospital in Paramaribo.On her
Facebook page, Surinamese President
Jennifer Geerlings-Simons reacted to
the news, saying the attacker took the
life of his children and his neighbors."I
wish all the bereaved much strength,
resilience, and comfort in this
unimaginably difficult time,"
Geerlings-Simons wrote in Dutch, the
nation's official language.Suriname, a
former Dutch colony, is the smallest
independent nation in South America,
with a population of approximately
600,000 people. It has traditionally
had one of the lowest murder rates in
the region. But the murder rate spiked
in 2024 to 30 homicides per 100,000
residents, according to data gathered
by the think tank Insight Crime.

Former Bangladesh PM Khaleda
Zia in 'extremely critical’ con

Taiwan's Defense Ministry
said in a post on X that rapid
response exercises were
underway, with forces on high
alert to defend the island.

Hong Kong .(Agency)
China's military on Monday dispatched
air, navy and rocket troops to conduct
joint military drills around the island
of Taiwan, a move Beijing called a
“stern warning” against separatist and
“external interference” forces. Taiwan
said it was placing its forces on alert
and called the Chinese government
“the biggest destroyer of peace.”The
drills came after Beijing expressed
anger at US arms sales to the territory
and a statement by Japan's prime

minister, Sanae Takaichi, saying its
military could get involved if China
were to take action against Taiwan, the
self-governing island that the world's
second-biggest economy says must
come under its rule. But the Chinese
military did not mention the United
States and Japan in its statement on
Monday morning.aiwan's Defense
Ministry said in a post on X that rapid
response exercises were underway,
with forces on high alert to defend the
island. In a separate statement, it said it
had deployed appropriate forces in
response, conducting combat
readiness drills.“The Chinese
Comunist Party's targeted military
exercises further confirm its nature as
an aggressor and the biggest destroyer
of peace,” the ministry said.Senior Col.
Shi Yi, spokesperson of China's
People's Liberation Army's Eastern
Theater Command, said the drills

would be conducted in the Taiwan
Strait and areas to the north, southwest,
southeast and east of the island.

Shi said the activities will focus on sea-
air combat readiness patrol, “joint
seizure of comprehensive superiority”
and blockades on key ports. It was also
the first large-scale military drill
where the command publicly
mentioned one of the goals was “all-
dimensional deterrence outside the
island chain."It is a stern warning
against ‘Taiwan independence'
separatist forces and external
interference forces, and it is a
legitimate and necessary action to
safeguard China's sovereignty and
national unity,” Shi said.

China and Taiwan have been governed
separately since 1949, when a civil war
brought the Communist Party to power
in Beijing. Defeated Nationalist Party
forces fled to Taiwan.

Thai and Cambodian top
diplomats meet in China
to solidify ceasefire

world . (Agency)

Top diplomats from Thailand and Cambodia kicked off
two days of talks in China on Sunday as Beijing seeks
to strengthen its role in mediating the two countries’
border dispute, a day after they signed a new ceasefire.

The ceasefire agreement calls for a halt to weeks of
fighting along their contested border that has killed
more than 100 people and displaced over halfa million
in both countries.Thai Foreign Minister Sihasak
Phuangketkeow and Cambodian Foreign Minister
Prak Sokhonn were set to meet in China’s
southwestern Yunnan province for talks mediated by
their Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi.

China has sought to position itself as a mediator in the
crisis, along with the United States and Malaysia.

U.S. President Donald Trump, who threatened to
withhold trade privileges unless Thailand and
Cambodia agreed to a July ceasefire, suggested
Sunday that the fighting between Thailand and
Cambodia “will stop momentarily” and boasted that
the U.S. “has become the REAL United Nations.”

In a post on his social media site from his Mar-a-Lago
estate in Florida, where he’s been spending the winter
holidays, Trump wrote that both sides “will go back to
living in PEACE” and referenced his past comments
about helping to broker a ceasefire that largely hasn’t
held.“Twant to congratulate both great leaders on their
brilliance in coming to this rapid and very fair
conclusion. It was FAST & DECISIVE, as all of these
situations should be!” Trump wrote.

The talks in China aim to ensure a sustained ceasefire
and promote lasting peace between the countries,
according to a statement by Sihasak’s office.

Wang was scheduled to join both bilateral meetings with
each of the diplomats and a trilateral talk on Monday.
China has welcomed the ceasefire announcement, which
freezes the front lines and allows for displaced

civilians to return to their homes near the border.

China stands ready to continue to provide (the) platform
and create conditions for Cambodia and Thailand to
have fuller and more detailed communication,” a
Chinese Foreign Ministry statement read.The
ceasefire agreement comes with a 72-hour observation
period, at the end of which Thailand agreed to
repatriate 18 Cambodian soldiers it has held as
prisoners since earlier fighting in July. Their release
has been a major demand of the Cambodian side.Prak
Sokhonn, in a statement after his meeting with Wang,
expressed deep appreciation for China’s “vital role” in
supporting the ceasefire.China also announced 20
million yuan ($2.8 million) of emergency
humanitarian aid for Cambodia to assist the displaced.

Trump says Ukraine, Russia are 'closer than
ever to peace after talks with Zelenskyy

Trump insisted he believed

Putin still wants peace, even as

Russia launched another round

of attacks on Ukraine while

Lelenskyy flew to the United

States for the latest round of

negotiations.

UPALM BEACH .(Agency)

President Donald Trump on Sunday insisted
Ukraine and Russia are "closer than ever
before" to a peace deal as he hosted
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
at his Florida resort, but he acknowledged
the negotiations are complex and could still
break down, leaving the war dragging on
for years.

The president's statements came after the

leaders met for talks following what Trump
said was an "excellent," two-and-a-half-
hour phone conversation with Russian

President Vladimir Putin, whose invasion
of Ukraine launched the war nearly four
years ago. Trump insisted he believed
Putin still wants peace, even as Russia
launched another round of attacks on
Ukraine while Zelenskyy flew to the
United States for the latest round of
negotiations."Russia wants to see
Ukraine succeed,” Trump said during a
late afternoon news conference as he
stood with Zelenskyy after their meeting.
He repeatedly praised his counterpart as
"brave."Trump and Zelenskyy both
acknowledged thorny issues remain,
including whether Russia can keep
Ukrainian territory it controls, as well as
security guarantees for Ukraine to ensure
it's not invaded again in the future. After
their discussion, they called a wide group
of European leaders, including Ursula von
der Leyen, president of the European
Commission, and the leaders of Finland,
France, Germany, the nited Kingdom and
Poland.Zelenskyy said Trump had agreed
to host European leaders again, possibly at
the White House, sometime in January.
Trump said the meeting could be in

Washington or "someplace."Trump and
Putin will speak againTrump said he'd
follow the meeting with another call to
Putin. Earlier Sunday, Putin's foreign
affairs adviser Yuri Ushakov said the

Trump-Putin call was initiated by the U.S.
side and was "friendly, benevolent and
businesslike." Ushakov said Trump and
Putin agreed to speak again "promptly"
after Trump's meeting with Zelenskyy.

But Ushakov added that a "bold, responsible,

political decision is needed from Kyiv" on
the fiercely contested Donbas region in
eastern Ukraine and other matters in

dispute for there to be a "complete
cessation" of hostilities.Both leaders
identified decidig the future of the Donbas
region as a major sticking point.

Trump said the parties were inching closer to

agreement. "That's a very tough issue
but one that I think will get resolved,"
he said.Zelenskyy said: "Our attitude
is very clear. That's why President
Trump said this is a very tough
question and, of course, we have with
Russia different positions on
it."Trump said, however, that he still
believes Putin is "very serious" about
ending the war, even as Russia
continued striking targets in Ukraine
as Zelenskyy traveled to the U.S.
Trump said, "I believe Ukraine has
made some very strong attacks also."

He held out the possibility that negotiations

could still fall apart."In a few weeks, we
will know one way or the other, I think,"
Trump said. "We could have something
where one item that you're not thinking
about is a big item, breaks it up. Look, it's
been a very difficult negotiation. Very
detailed."
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ISL future in flux as Odisha
FC weigh exit, Jamshedpur
commit to revised season

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

The Indian Super League finds itself at a
crossroads ahead of the 202526 season, with
financial uncertainty and format concerns
threatening to delay clarity on how, or even
whether, the league will begin on time. A
crucial online meeting between ISL clubs and
the All India Football Federation on Sunday
laid bare the divide, with Jamshedpur FC
committing to the season and Odisha FC
openly weighing a possible exit.Jamshedpur
emerged as the only club to formally confirm
participation regardless of the league’s final
structure. Odisha, however, conveyed to the
federation that it would reconsider playing
this season if additional costs are imposed
without a commercial partner backing the
league. These contrasting positions were
presented during discussions involving all
top-tier clubs and a four-member AIFF panel
that included deputy secretary general M
Satyanarayan.

One major takeaway from the meeting was
agreement on abandoning the traditional
home-and-away format. With several

stadiums unused for close to nine months and

limited time to prepare them, the league is
now likely to be staged at two or three
centralised venues. While the AIFF had
earlier indicated a February 5 start, final dates
remain undecided.Key points discussed
during the meeting included:Season format:
A centralised model, either conference-based
or a single-leg league where teams play each
other once.Match count concerns: The
proposed format would see teams play only
15 matches, falling well short of the AFC’s
mandatory 24-match requirement for
continental qualification.AFC exemption
request: Clubs have asked AIFF to seek a
one-time waiver from the Asian Football
Confederation due to exceptional
circumstances.Cost-sharing model: Total
operational expenses are estimated at Rs
35-40 crore, with each club potentially
contributing around Rs 2.5 crore.Financial
pressure remains a central concern. Club
representatives warned that if even one or
two teams opt out, the remaining clubs could
be forced to shoulder a higher share of costs.

Ashes: Gus Atkinson ruled out
of Sydney Test, England to not

name any replacement

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

England fast bowler Gus Atkinson has been
ruled out of the fifth and final Test of the
ongoing Ashes 2025-26 after pulling his
hamstring during the fourth match in
Melbourne. Atkinson helped England claim
the first wicket on Day 2 when he had
nightwatchman Scott Boland (6 off 17)
edging one to wicketkeeper Jamie Smith.

However, he left the field grimacing in pain
after completing his fifth over, having
pulled his hamstring. Atkinson
subsequently underwent scans, which

confirmed that he has sustained a left

hamstring injury. As a result, he will not be
featuring in the final Test, which is
scheduled to be played in Sydney.“England
Men’s seamer Gus Atkinson has been ruled
out for the remainder of the Ashes tour after
scans confirmed he has sustained a left
hamstring injury. The Surrey right-armer
left the field after bowling his fifth over of
Australia’s second innings during England’s
victory at the MCG in the fourth Test.
England will not call up a replacement for
the fifth Test, which gets under way in
Sydney on 4 January,” informed the
England and Wales Cricket Board in a press
release.Atkinson played three Tests in the
series, scalping six wickets with best figures
of 2/28 in Melbourne. He also scored 73
runs with the bat from five innings, with a
best score of 37 during the first Test in
Perth.The speedster becomes the third
English bowler to be ruled out of the
ongoing series. Atkinson was brought into
the playing XI for the fourth Test in place of
fast bowler Jofra Archer, who was also ruled
out of the remainder of the Ashes series with
aside strain ahead of the Melbourne Test.

John Cena's farewell chuos a Rocky dilemma:
Why 2025 wasn't WWE's finest year

A year that was supposed to be a
brilliant one for WWE ended being
one of the frustrating ones from a
creative standpoint. The company
fumbled John Cena's farewell run
and the absence of the Rock and the
return of Brock Lesnar failed to
inspire a revival for them in 2025.

Liverpool. (Agency)

When Cody Rhodes defeated Roman Reigns
in the main event of WrestleMania 40, it
seemed like one of the best moments in
WWE history. The finish of the match was
laced with the presence of some of the
biggest superstars in the company’s history,
with The Rock playing his role as the Final
Boss to perfection, John Cena coming to the
aid of Rhodes, and The Undertaker adding to
the awe factor of the entire spectacle.Rhodes
finished his story, Reigns’ stint at the top

came to an end, and overall, everyone was
in love with pro wrestling once again. This
was exactly what fans had expected when
Triple H, aka Paul Levesque, took charge
of creative. As a result, anticipation was
sky-high heading into 2025, with so many
stories waiting to be explored.

There were several superstars ready to be
thrust into the spotlight and become the
next big stars. Questions loomed large —
what was next for Rhodes and the Final
Boss? Adding to the intrigue, John Cena
revealed that 2025 would be his final year
as an active wrestler as he prepared to pivot
away from the business.All of this meant
expectations were incredibly high for WWE
in 2025. However, what fans eventually
witnessed left many disappointed and, at
times, furious. Inconsistent booking and a
lack of compelling storylines led many to
label the year as one of WWE’s weakest from
a creative standpoint. While there were a few
bright spots, with superstars like Bron
Breakker emerging as a potential future
cornerstone, many others were relegated to
side roles without any clear direction. The
Rock’s involvement, which was supposed to
elevate the product, only added to the
confusion.

So where exactly did WWE go wrong in 2025?
Let’s take a closer look.

LASTTIMEISNOW FAILS TO CONNECT

The moment Cena announced his retirement,
all eyes were on how WWE would handle the
final run of a modern-day great. Over the
years, legends such as Ric Flair, Shawn
Michaels, and The Undertaker had all been
allowed to bow out on their own terms, with
their final runs being fondly remembered by
the WWE Universe.

At the Royal Rumble, Cena made his
intentions clear — he wanted to break Flair’s
record for the most World Championship
reigns in WWE history. The Cenation Leader
quickly became a favourite to win the

IND vs NZ: Special tickets for students,
specially-abled fans in Indore 0D

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

The tickets for the final ODI of a three-match
series between India and New Zealand,
scheduled for January 18 at the iconic
Holkar Stadium in Indore, will be sold
exclusively online, the Madhya Pradesh
Cricket Board has said. The series finale
is set to be a special occasion for cricket
fans with the MPCA rolling out
dedicated ticketing initiatives for
students and specially-abled

spectators.As the concluding match of ==

India’s first men’s international cricket
series of 2026, the Indore ODI carries |
added significance. The series opens
with matches in Vadodara and Rajkot,
before culminating under lights at Holkar
Stadium in what will be a day-night
encounter. MPCA has earmarked specific
sections and quotas to ensure wider
access to the marquee contest, especially
for young fans and spectators with
disabilities.Continuing its long-standing
practice, the association will offer student
concession tickets in the East Stand (Lower
and Second Floor), subject to limited

availability. Each student will be entitled to
purchase one ticket only, priced at Rs 750
for the East Stand (Lower) and Rs 950 for
the East Stand (Second Floor), inclusive of
applicable taxes.The process for availing

via WhatsApp or email to complete the
purchase. The registration window opens at
11 am on December 31, 2025, and will
remain live until the quota is exhausted or 5
pmon January 1,2026, whichever is earlier.

these tickets has been designed in two A similar mechanism hasbeen putin place for

stages. Students must first register online
and upload valid documents—such as a
current institutional identity card or recent
academic records—through the official
ticketing portal. Applications will be
verified by MPCA, and successful
applicants will receive a confirmation link

specially-abled spectators, underlining
MPCA’s emphasis on inclusivity.
Tickets for this category are priced at Rs
300 and allocated in the North-East
Gallery. Applicants must upload a valid
government-issued disability certificate
as part of the verification process. Each
eligible spectator can purchase only one
ticket, and those requiring wheelchairs
are expected to arrange them
independently on match day.

All tickets—regular, student concession,
and specially-abled—will be sold
exclusively online through ‘District by

Zomato’, MPCA’s official ticketing partner.
General ticket prices for the match range
from Rs 800 to Rs 7,000 across various
stands and pavilion levels, with additional
payment gateway and courier charges
applicable.

Sunil Gavaskar questions 1CC's double
standards: MCG pitch will be rated 'good’

MANCHESTERI. (Agency)

Legendary India cricketer Sunil Gavaskar has
taken a dig at the ICC (International Cricket
Council) over what he described as double
standards in the process of awarding pitch
ratings. Gavaskar said that the pitch used for
the recently concluded fourth Ashes Test at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCGQG) is
likely to be rated ‘good’, despite the Test
match ending inside two days.The opening
day of the MCG Test witnessed 20 wickets
fall — the most in Australia on Day 1 of a
Test match since 22 wickets tumbled at the
Adelaide Oval in 1951. A further 16 wickets
fell on Day 2, as the entire Test match was
completed within 142 overs.

Following the end of the game, Gavaskar
recalled how the pitch for the first Ashes
Test in Perth was rated “very good’ despite
that match also ending inside two days.
Taking a swipe at the ICC, he said that since
there was a new match referee, Jeff Crowe,
instead of Ranjan Madugalle for the
Melbourne Test, the pitch might be rated
‘good’ rather than ‘very good’.“Since there

is a new match referee, Jeff Crowe, for the
Melbourne and Sydney Test matches, the
rating could be different. Since 36 wickets

fell in the Melbourne Test instead of 32 in
Perth, Crowe might drop the word ‘very’
from the ‘very good’ that Madugalle gave
for the Perth pitch and rate the MCG pitch
as good. Surprises never cease, of course,
so we may get another rating,” Gavaskar
wrote in his column for Sportstar.

He also offered a sarcastic take on Indian
pitch curators, referring to how ICC match

referees often portray them through poor
pitch ratings, calling them horrible
groundsmen.“The curators, or as we found
out about the person in charge at the
MCGQ, the Director of Turf, may make a
human error and get it slightly wrong,
but they are not as devious as those
‘horrible groundsmen’ in India who do
not even prepare a pitch and expect the
batters to score runs on them. Tut tut,”
Gavaskar added.The Melbourne Test
became the third-shortest Test ever
played in Australia in terms of balls
bowled, with just 852 deliveries. Only
the first Test of the ongoing series in
Perth, which concluded after 847 balls,
and the 1932 fixture between Australia
and South Africa at the same venue, which
lasted 656 balls, were shorter on Australian
soil. After the match, both captains, Steve
Smith and Ben Stokes, criticised the pitch
for being too favourable to bowlers. Former
players and commentators also expressed
concern over the excessive assistance
offered to seamers.

Rumble and headline
WrestleMania.When the final two came
down to Cena and Jey Uso, the crowd
was firmly behind the veteran. However,
WWE opted to give “Main Event” Jey
Uso the victory, a decision that
ultimately didn’t do much for either
man.Cena then entered the Elimination
Chamber, needing a major win to secure
his spot at WrestleMania. At the same
time, The Rock expressed his desire to
have Rhodes as “his guy,” further
complicating the WWE Championship
picture. Cena survived the Chamber match
and punched his ticket to
WrestleMania.Then came one of the most
shocking heel turns in WWE history. Cena
turned his back on everything he stood for,
aligned with The Rock, and set his sights on
Rhodes. Many expected this to mirror Hulk
Hogan’s nWo transformation — a full-blown
Hollywood villain version of Cena.The buzz
was incredible. However, Cena’s heel run
quickly fizzled out. While there were a few
standout moments and matches, the overall
execution lacked depth. Cena himself later
admitted that the run was rushed, with The
Rock’s absence and creative missteps
playing a majorrolein its failure.

Joe Root hacks Brendon
McCullum, Ben Stokes to
continue despite Ashes loss

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Star England batter Joe Root has backed the Ben
Stokes and Brendon McCullum-led team
management despite England losing the
ongoing Ashes series in Australia. England are
trailing the five-match rubber 1-3 with one
match remaining. The Ben Stokes-led side
travelled to Australia with a fresh and renewed
batting approach, aiming to end their long-
standing series victory drought in the country.

While England did manage to register a Test win

in Australia after almost 15 years, they failed to
win the series, thereby continuing their 15-
year-long agony Down Under. Despite what
has been a largely forgettable series, Root has
thrown his support behind McCullum and
Stokes to continue in their respective roles,
stating that the team has improved significantly
under their leadership.In terms of the playing
group, we’re absolutely committed to the
management. They’ve been outstanding. You
look at the group of players that we’ve got and
you look at the guys that were involved in the
team when I was captain four years ago, and
you look at their records individually, and
every single one of them has improved as a
player. This team has improved as a team. So [
think it would be silly for the amount of hard

Root

work and things that have been done,”
was quoted as saying by the BBC.Root
admitted that there were areas for improvement
for the England side but credited the team for
making giant strides collectively as a
group.“Yes, we can be better and there are
certain areas that we’ll continue to keep

working at, but that management works
extremely hard. They might do things in a
slightly different way and it might appear
different to what we’re used to as an English
team, but I think we’ve made great strides as a
group and a big reason for it is because of the
guys that we have behind us,” Root said.The
former England captain also expressed
disappointment at having lost his fourth Ashes
series in Australia, but praised the team for
winning a Test in the country for the first time
since 2011.

120 World Cup 2026: Australia set to make
key Pat Cummins call despite injury

Australia remain confident Pat
Cummins, Josh Hazlewood and
Tim David will be fit for the T20
World Cup. Despite injury
concerns, selectors are set to
include the trio in their
provisional squad.

MANCHESTER . (Agency)
Australia are expected to stick with Pat
Cummins, Josh Hazlewood and Tim David
in their T20 World Cup plans despite injury
concerns surrounding the trio. With the
provisional squad deadline approaching,
selectors remain confident that all three
players can be fit in time for the tournament

in Sri Lanka and India.Cummins is set to be
named in Australia’s initial 15-man squad,

although a final decision on his availability
will be taken closer to the World Cup. The
fast bowler has played only one international
match since suffering a lumbar stress injury
in July, returning briefly for the Adelaide

Test before being rested again as part of a
cautious recovery plan. He is scheduled to
undergo further scans on his back in four
weeks to assess his readiness.Tim David’s
place in the plans has also been retained
despite a recent setback. The big-hitting
batter picked up a grade two right hamstring

strain during a Big Bash League match on
Boxing Day, ruling him out for the
remainder of the BBL with Hobart
Hurricanes. However, his rehabilitation
timeline suggests he should be available for
selection when the World Cup begins in
early February.Hazlewood has made steady
progress in his own recovery, having
resumed running after dealing with a
hamstring injury and Achilles soreness.
Team management remain optimistic about
his availability, with his rehabilitation
tracking well ahead of the tournament.
Australia’s group-stage schedule could
further ease the pressure on returning
players. Their opening World Cup match is
on February 11, with Ireland and Zimbabwe
first up, before a meeting with Sri Lanka on
February 16. That buffer could allow extra

recovery time, particularly for David.The
provisional squad, due to be submitted
before the ICC deadline on January 2, may
still change depending on Big Bash League
form or anv fresh iniurv concerns.
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Avneet

- Serves Sexy Winter Fashion In
sSwitzerland With Burgundy Knit Look

inter fashion, but make it cute, cogy and quietly luxe, that’s the vibe Avneet
Kaur is serving in Switzerland. Set against postcard-perfect views, her look
blends warmth, style and effortless holiday glamourIn her latest Instagram
past, Avneetis dressed in arich burgundy knit sweater that instantly becomes the hero of
the outfit. The sweater features textured ruffle detailing down the front and on the cuffs,
adding a soft, romantic touch to an otherwise snug winter staple. The deep wine shade
. pops beautifully against the snowy-blue skies and green landscapes, making it ideal fora
 BEuropean winter escape,
_fShe pairs the sweater with fitted light-blue denim jeans that balance the bulk of the knit
and keep the silhouette clean and flattering. The jeans are tucked neatly into knee-high
- brown leather boots, aclassic winter choice that’s both practical and polished. The boots
'g.'- ground the look and add a subitle equestrian feel, perfect for strolling through scenic
European towns.
Her accessories are minimal but smart. Slung across her boady is a compact brown leather
shoulder bag with a gold chain strap, adding a hint of luxury without overpowering the
outfit. She finishes -
the look with slim,
- tinted sunglasses in
~ warm tones, which
~ add aretro edge and
protect her eves from
the bright alpine
sun.Avneet’s hair is
pulled back into a
sleek ponvtail,
keeping the look
fuss-free and letting
the outfit shine. Her _
makeup is| o
understated yet sharp |
with defined brows, =
soft blush and a
muted lip that complements the burgundy knit. The sefting elevates everything. She’s
surrounded by Switzerland’s winter beauty, towering Christmas trees decorated with
red ormaments, snow-capped mountains in the distance, bare-branched trees lining open
walloways, and sunlight breaking through dramatic clouds. It’s the kind of look that says
winter vacation without trying too hard.
\ Avneet Kaur began her journey in showbiz as a tiny powerhouse on Dance India Dance
- Li’l Masters in 2010, later joining Dance Ke Superstars. By 2012, she had smoothly
transitioned intoacting with Meri Maa, followed by Tedhe Hain Par TereMere Hain and
a memeorable stint on Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa, where she became the youngest contestant
ever
Her acting graph only climbed higher with roles in Savitri — Ek Prem Kahani, Ek Mutthi
Aasmaan, and Hamari Sister Didi, before making her film debut in Pradeep Sarkar’s
Mardaani (2014}, Over the years, Avneet impressed in ChandraNandini and asthe fierce
Yasmine in Aladdin — Naam Toh Suna Hoga.On the big screen, she’s been seen in
Chidiakhana, Tikn Weds Sheru, Luv Ki Arrange Marriage, and the murder mystery
Party Till I Die. Mostrecently, she starred in Love in Vietnam, India and Vietnam’s first
coproduction, alongside Shantanu Maheshwari and KhaNgan

= Sobhita Dhullpala

=  Calls Ranveer Singh’s Dhurandhar ‘Mind
Blowing’, Lauds Sara Arjun: ‘What Talent’

-
Ranve er Singh starrer Dhurandhar, directed by Aditva

B 1|
1, A8

as the highest-grossing Hindi film ever in India, overtaking
long-standing benchmarks set byrecent blockbusters.

On its 22nd dav in cinemas, the Aditya Dhar directorial
added a little over 15 crore to its tally, taking its net
domestic collection to 648 crore. With this, Dhurandhar
has surpassed the lifetime earnings of Shah Rukh Khan’s
Jawan, which had collected 640 crore in India, and
claimed the top spot among Bollywood releases.

About Dhurandhar

Dhar, has ruled the box office ever since itreleased in
theatres on December 5. The film has beenreceiving
great reviews, and a number of celebrities including
Alcshay Kumar, Shilpa Shetty, Anupam Kher,
Ram Gopal Varma, and many others
praised the film. Now, Sobhita
Dhulipala has also shared her review
of Dhurandhar, and gushed over the
Ranveer Singh starrer. She called it
a ‘mind-blowing’ film unlike any
other, and also praised Sara Arjun
forherbrilliant performance.
Sobhita Dhulipala Reviews
Dhurandhar
On Saturday, Sobhita Dhulipala
took to her Instagram stories to
share her review of
Dhurandhar. Impressed with
the film, she praised Ranveer
Singh, Sara Arjun and director
Aditya Dih gt
DHURANDHAR Wow. Wow.
Wow. Breathtaking. Mind
blowing. Inspiring. Unlike any
other. !1!1Supreme!!!
(@adityadharfilms (@ranveersingh
(folded hand and salute emojis)
(@saraarjunn! What talent, what
beauty,” she wrote. Check out her
- Instagramstorybelow!
“'(t Meanwhile, Dhwrandhar has rewritten the
gi Bollywood box office record books. The
~ Ranveer Singh-led spy thriller has emerged

L0 OSSR \

Dhurandhar follows Intelligence Bureau Chief Ajay Sanyal,
played by R. Madhavan, who leads a high-stakes mission
to dismantle a terror network in Pakistan. Ranveer Singh
portrays a Punjabi yvouth recruited from prison and trained
to mfiltrate Karachi’s criminal underworld Dhurandhar
stars Ranveer Singh in the lead, supported by Sara Arjun,
Sanjay Dutt, Arjun Rampal, Akshaye Khanna and R.
Madhavan. Its sequel, Dhurandhar 2, will hit cinemas on
March 19, 2026.

Bigg Boss 19 Winner Gaurav Khanna
Shares Emotional Tribute For Salman

Khan On His 60th Birthday

"‘1\?'_ NI i'f-’_‘?

.

igg Boss 19 winner Gaurav Khanna marked

Bigg Boss 19 host Salman Khan’s birthday

with an emotional and deeply personal tribute.
Fresh off his Bigg Boss win, Gaurav took a moment
to thank the superstar host who not only guided his
journey inside the Bigg Boss house but also became
a major source of mspiration for him Sharing the
same on social media, Gaurav wrote, “Owver the
years, I've always admired Salman Khan Sir not just
the superstar that the world sees, but the person who
ingpires so many journeys, including mine. That
admiration is honestly one of the biggest reasons I
chose to step into Bigg Boss 19, To share that space,
to be guided by him, and then to hear him say that he
would love to work with someone like me felt
nothing short of a dream coming true. Moments like
these remind you that manifestations do come alive

when you believe and stay true to your path. 4
On this special day, taking a moment to wish the one
and only Bhaijaan, Salman Khan, a very happy

birthday. Grateful always 4

Throughout Bigg Boss 15, Salman Khan openly
praised Gaurav’s gameplay, calling him one of the
most sincere and emotionally intelligent contestants
the show has seen in recent years. From praising his
calm approach to appreciating the dignity with
which he handled conflicts, Salman repeatedly
acknowledged Gaurav as a rare player who stayed
real and rooted.

In fact, the megastar also said that he will work with
Gaurav soon. Meanwhile, Salman Khan marked his
60th birthday with a grand midnight celebration at
hisPanvel farmhouse on December 27, hosting close
friends, family members and colleagues from the
film industry. The event was marked by an elaborate
spread, thoughtful arrangements for guests and
multiple celebrations through the night and early
moming.

‘Was Given No Freedom’: Malt:
Chahar Recalls How Parents Would
Hit Her After Fight_s

Malti Chahar opens umouf her

traumatic childhood; revealing how
iven no freedom and how
her parents would hit her after fights at

she was

heme.

ctor Malti Chahar, who recently made

headlines for her stint in the Bigg Boss 19

house, has spoken about her traumatic
childhood and revealed how life took a difficult
turn after seventh grade, and how there was a lot
of tension between her parents that she and her
siblings had to witness.Malti Chahar shared, in
conversation with Siddarth Kannan, “A lot of
things went wrong after my seventh grade." And
while joking that she got her periods, she added,
“I have adenomyosis, a condition that causes
extreme menstrual pain. [used to be hogpitalised
almost every month. There is no permanent cure
for it. You can take hormonal medication, but it
comes with side effects, so [ try to avoid it. Even
today, [ live with constant pain. Nobody
understood me or my pain, even in the Bigg Boss
house. The problem is that it is extremely
difficult to explain to people with the attitude:
‘Sabkohotahai, iska kya haiitna?™

“There was a lot of tension between my parents.
They fought constantly, and being the elder
sibling, [ had to witness all of it. My brother had
started playing cricket, which kept him away
from these fights," Malti further added.

While talking about how she was forced to keep
her hair shorttill 11th grade, she said, “Lhad teld
my father that [ wanted to participate in the Miss
India beauty pageant and pursue a career in the
entertainment industry.

However, he wanted me to become an [PS officer.
He believed that by keeping me away from these
ambitions, | would focus on my studies. I was
forced to keep short hair until the 11th grade and
wasg givenno freedom. It affected me deeply.”

Speaking about the impact of domestic violence
and fights between her mom and dad, Malti said,
“We lived in a 1BHK house; where do you go
when your parents are fighting? Many times, my
mother would hit me after arguing with my
father, and at times, my father did the same. They
neverrealised the impact ithad on me. They had
compatibility issues and have been living
separately forthe past 13 years."

AN B o
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