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Let’s resist attempts to
weaponise ignorance

N this terribly toxic, violentand polarised world,

itis easy to get carried away by the all-pervading

negativity that characterises our times. Yet, as a
teacher, [ continue to feel that we should not give
up, and we must sow the seeds of hope and inspire
the new generation to imagine and strive for a
better world.l wish to appeal to the teaching
fraternity to welcome the new vear with a heart-
felt prayer: Let the pedagogy of hope alter the
dynamics of the classroom, redefine the purpose
of education and activate the power of critical
thinking, creative imagination, empathy and love.

However, it is important to acknowledge that the
despair we see among contemporary students and
teachers often manifests itself in the form of some
sortofcynical pragmatism.

As the market-driven/instrumental logic of
neoliberalism robs education of a higher and
nobler purpose, and transforms into a mere
technical skill for economic productivity, many
youngsters begin to regard social Darwinism or
hyper-competitiveness as anew virtue, money asa
new God, and egotistic pride as a status symbol.

No flower blooms in their inner world; seldom do
they converse with Gandhi and Marx; and they
have no ‘surplus’ time to struggle for equity,
ecology, peace and justice. Yes, this sort of
pragmatism means the absence of hope for anew
world. Likewise, the cult of hyper-nationalism
further intensifies this sort of pragmatism among
many teachers. As surveillance is normalised,
many teachers in our colleges and universities
begin to feel that they are being constantly
monitored and observed. And possibly, this sort of
fear makes them extremely cautious of what they
can teach, speak and write. As the colonisation of
the academic sphere by the discourse of hyper-
nationalism robs education of its libertarian
potential, it is not impossible to find a significant
section of teachers who prefer to remain silent, or
become over-enthusiastic to show their loyalty to
the system.It is, therefore, not surprising that these
‘pragmatic’ teachers fail to arouse a new
imagination, or the language of resistance
amongst their students. Here is a world tormented
by war, authoritarianism and climate emergency.
Yet, our colleges and universities refuse to see
anything beyond the metrics of ‘ranking’, and the
narratives of ‘placements and salary packages’.

Hence, the question arises: What is the pedagogy of
hope Tam referring to? And is it at all possible? Let
it be understood clearly that it is not an empty
ideal, or an imaginary utopian act.It’s impossible
to nurture it without critical pedagogy: the kind of
education that encourages the young learner to
regain his/her creative agency, and question what
damages the possibility of a just, egalitarian,
humane and ecologically sensitive world.It is like
understanding and theoriging rigorously, say, the
aggression of hyper-nationalism that causes war,
genocide, militancy, terrorism and religious
fundamentalism; the greed implicit in the logic of
modern technocratic capitalism that reduces
everything — be it a tree, a river, a forest or a
mountain — into a mere ‘resource’ for ceaseless
‘growth’ and ‘development’, and leads to the
horrors of climate emergency; and above all, the
unholy alliance of billionaire technocrats and neo-
fascists that erodes the spirit of
democracy Moreover, the pedagogy of hope
means that education cannot be reduced to a mere
technical skill; instead, it is essentially about
awakened intelligence, or what Henry Giroux —
one of the finest educationists in our times —
would have characterised as a transformative tool
for nurturing informed and politically aware
democratic citizens. This is the only way to resist
the weaponisation of ignorance Apart from
critical thinking, the pedagogy of hope needs
something more. It needs a mode of learning that
arouses every young learner’s hidden potential —
I mean, the courage to dream of a new world; the
willingness to unite knowledge and praxis,
thinking and feeling, and science and aesthetics.

IT has been a forgettable year for the Congress
on the electoral front — the party suffered a
debacle in Delhi as well as Bihar and didn’t
find many takers for its ‘vote chori’
allegations. The new year will be even more
challenging, with Assembly elections
scheduled to be held in Assam, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal. No wonder the top
brass put on a brave front at the party’s 140th
foundation day. Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi said the Congress was “not just
a political party, but the voice of India’s soul
that has stood with every weak, deprived and
hardworking person”; party chief Mallikarjun
Kharge declared that “the Congress is an
ideology and ideologies never die.”The harsh
reality is that the party’s existential crisis is
worsening by the day. Rumblings of
discontent are quite evident. Senior leader
Digvijaya Singh caused a flutter on Saturday
when he lauded the RSS-BIP’s organisational

AAP on top in rural polls, but no room for complacency

The recent victory is no guarantee of AAP’s success in the
The ruling party’s sweepmg victory in the rural body 3 Sty

elections has been a foregone conclusion since long,
particularly after the 73rd Amendment (1992) gave
constitutional status to Panchayati Raj institutions
(PRIg) in India.In Punjab, the ruling Aam Aadmi Party
{AAP) was the runaway winner in the recent block samiti
and zila parishad polls. Opposition parties such as the
Congress and the Shiromani Akali Dal {SAD) made their
presence felt in areas where local leaders wielded
influence. The AAP claimed that the mandate was an
endorsement of the good work done by the Bhagwant
Mann government since 2022 in rural Punjab and it
would help the party retain power in the 2027 Assembly
elections. However, the Congress and the SAD accused
the AAP of indulging in high-handedness and misusing
state machinery to win the elections.The aim of
establishing the three-tier Panchayati Raj system was to
strengthen the democratic process at the grassroots level.
Though the system was implemented in 1939, it did not
have full constitutional validity before the 73rd
Amendment in 1992.Subsequently, it became a
permanent, mandatory part of India’s democratic
structure and incorporated in Part IX of the Constitution.
However, devolution of powers to rural bodies has been
mostly conspicuous by its absence, thus making them
political tools in the hands ofthe ruling party.

The first block samiti and zila parishad elections in Punjab

were held during the rule of the Beant Singh-led
Congress government in 1994. Riding high after having
rooted out decade-long terrorism in the state, the ruling
party swept the elections. It was the first normal election
m Punjab in the post-terrorism period.The 1992
Assermbly and parliamentary elections witnessed a very
low turnout (23.50 per cent) due to the boycott by major
Akali Dal factions and threats from terrorist
organisations against people’s participation. The SAT,
having a rural base, had contested the block samiti and
zila parishad elections but failed to make a major impact.
Rather, the party had levelled allegations of large-scale
malpractices and accused the Congress of throwing all
democratic norms to the wind to win those elections. The
end result was the Congress’ rout in the 1997 Assembly
elections — itcould win only 14 seats against 87 in 1992,
In the Lok Sabha elections in Punjab, the Congress’ tally
dropped from 12 seats {out of 13)in 1992 to two in 1996;
It drew a blank in the 1998 parliamentary elections.

The AAP performed below par in the 2024 parliamentary

elections, winning only three seats despite being in
power. [is performance in the urban elections was also
dismal as it failed to get a clear-cut majority in the
majority of the civic bodies. The party was desperate to
reassert its dominance. No wonder it went all out to win
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the rural elections. The party relied on brazen messaging
during campaighing in rural areas, with slogans such as
“AAP di Sarkar, AAP di Zila Parishad, AAP di Block
Samiti — taanki sidha kam AAP de hath”. Tt was a
message for the rural masses: vote for us or struggle to
get your work done. The ruling party made its intentions
clear; in some cases, it was throwback to the SAD-BIP
rule (2007-17) when halqga incharges were made extra-
constitutional centres of power. The SAD had given
them a free hand, which ultimately resulted in the
political marginalisation of the party. The outcome only
reflects an assertion of power, not the eagerness of the
people to endorse the work done by the government. The
highhandedness will breed deep resenttment among the
rural masses. The ruling party may consider this victory
as significantly pro-incumbency, but this is no guarantee
of'success inthe Assembly elections.

A close look at these elections lays bare fault lines in state

politics, particulatly at the grassroots level. The
allegations and counter-allegations have become an
mtegral part of Punjah politics, ignoring the core issues
and problems faced by the people ofthe state.

The entry of gangsters and candidates backed by gangsters

and their success in some cases have raised disturbing
questions about politics in Punjab.

Congress must rebuild organisational muscle

2027 Assembly polls.
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Notably, the Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB G-RAM-G) Act, which
has replaced the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) as the
flagship Central scheme for wage employment for rural
workers, has been opposed by AAP, SAD and the
Congress. With a little over a year left for the Assembly
elections, the AAP continues to grapple with several
issues: deteriorating law and order situation,
dissatisfaction among various sections of society,
inaccessibility of some elected representatives, the
financial crisis and the failure to meet the expectations of
the people who had voted wholeheartedly for the party in
the 2022 elections.The influence of an unconstitutional
power centre based in Delhi is also a matter of concern for
the electorate. The unfortunate part of Punjab’s story in
the post-Green Revolution era is ‘growth without
development’, which is the result of dominance of the
rural elite in politics. Political leaders and their parties are
largely not keen on strengthening the democratic
structure at the grassroots.Factional politics without
ideological commitment has also contributed to the
degeneration of the political process in the state. The big
question is: Whether or when will Punjab move towards a
participatory pelitical process?

The alleged assault on a Colonel and his son by Punjab Police officials in March throws up questions on policing methods

power and shared an old picture of Narendra
Modi in a post on X. He also stressed the need
to strengthen the Congress at the grassroots
level. Shashi Tharoor’s measured support for
Digvijaya’s views suggests that the party
cannot afford to compromise on rebuilding
organisational muscle.

The Congress has claimed that history, values
and ideology remain its core assets. Whether
these assets can be converted into electoral
gaing depends less on rhetoric and more on the
party’s ability to reform, reorganise and
convincingly reconnect with the masses. The
BJP, whose juggernaut rolls on, has dubbed
the Congress an “army of sycophants” and the
“weakest link” in Indian democracy. Such
criticism, which is not far off the mark, should
spur the grand old party to turn the tide. At 140,
the Congress stands at a crossroads; its
resurgence holds the key to the Opposition’s
prospects of combating the BIP.

Aravallis are vital for food security

There is a dire need to protect the hills that serve as a qreen wall against desertification

IN the 2021 Hollywood satire Don’t Look Up, two
American astronomers warn the world about a comet
racing towards the planet. However, the US President is
lured by a billionaire CEQ, who claims that the celestial
object contains trillions of dollars” worth of rare-earth
elements. Eventually, the comet strikes Earth, triggering
a global disaster.Had the protagonists flagged the
dreadful consequences of the plunder of natural
resources — evident from the proposed 100-metre
definition of the environmentally sensitive and degraded
Aravalli range, known as North India’s green lungs —
the film would have been titled Don’t Look Up, Look
Down. This is what Mahatma Gandhihad wamed against
when he said: “The world has enough for everyone’s
need, but not enough for everyone’s greed.”

Several years ago, I visited Bilaspur district in Himachal
Pradesh for reporting on limestone quarrying at a site
overlooking the Gobind Sagar reservoir in the fragile
Himalayas. A cement company was steadily pealing,
layer by layer, a limestone-bearing hill. When I asked the

company’s general manager whether he realised that !

severe ecological damage would be caused by levelling
the hill, his answer reflected the dominant mindset:
“What ecological damage are you talking about when the
hill will no longer be there?’This does not, however,
mean tat all development activities based on the
exploitation of naturalresources must stop. It only means
that excessive mining for major nutrients, for instance,
comes with severe environmental consequences, and
there is a need for tougher regulations as well as an
economic evaluation of ecosystem services. [t has social
implications for which no measurement formula exists.
In such a scenario, even if the policymakers have to err,
they need to err on the side of the people and the
environment.Similary, when Himalayan glaciers began
to melt, there was an effort to build a narrative
challenging what were then referred to as highly
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misguided claims. Thank heavens the world is now
awake to the catastrophic consequences of melting
glaciers. Going beyond global warming, the world has
already entered the global boiling stage. Tt implies
reckless exploitation of hills and forests, which will only
push the world towards a climate catastrophe. Stretching
across 1,44 lakh sq km in 37 districts of four states —
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi — the Aravallis
have abundant reserves of major minerals like lead, zinc,
silver, copper and of course, marble. In addition, the hills
are algso rich in critical minerals like lithium, nickel,
molybdenum, niobium and tin. Just as the US President
in Don’t Look Up was made to believe that the comet’s
economic wealth would bring in immense fortune, it is
being acknowledged that the minerals present in the

Aravallis are essential for the economic development of
the country. If that be so, I don’t know why massive
#SaveAravalli protests are taking place. Don’t people
understand the economic value of the mineral wealth that
needs to be extracted at any cost?Over a billion years old,
the Aravallis have served as a green wall against
desertification of the northwestern region. These hillsare
also arepository of rich biodiversity; they play akey role
inrecharging aquifers and have resisted the march of the
desert into Delhi, Haryvana and Uttar Pradesh. Butalotof
damage has already been done to the wildlife habitats and
local livelihoods by human intervention and the
development process in the Aravallibelt.

Ag the desert expands, the country’s hard-earned food
security is under threat.Parliament was informed in

February 2025 that as per the 2021 Desertification and
Land Degradation Atlas of Indiaprepared by the Indian
Space Research Organisation, deserts are fast creeping
into the food bowl. Already, more than 3.64 lakh
hectares in Haryana, 1.68 lakh hectares in Punjab and
1.54 lakh hectares in Uttar Pradesh are under land
degradation and desertification. If the Aravallis are
made to conform to the new definition, land
degradation will only hasten. It will open the
floodgates for gushing hot winds, frequent dust storms,
soaring temperatures; coupled with the depletion of
deep aquifers due to exhausting crop farming, this will
lead to rapid soil erosion, thereby degrading farming
lands. While the debate on the proposed new
benchmark for the Aravallis is focused on mining and
the environment, the emerging threat to long-term food
security is getting sidelined. The United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification has warned that
desertification deals a severe blow to soil fertility,
turning fertile lands semi-arid. Surely, desertification
is too serious an issue to be confined to claims and
pledges. Putting a new management plan into action

and promises of ‘robust protection” are no longer
adequate safeguards.

The Aravallis are not just a natural reserve for strategic

minerals; they also provide massive ecosystem services.
The true economic cost of these ecological and
environmental services has not been worked out.

Once this cost is known, the nation will realise the

economic necessity of keeping the hills intact, even as
the economic cost of extracting minerals is
overemphasised.

If national accounting as per the TEEB (The Economics of

Feosystem Services of Biodiversity) norms can ascribe
an economic value to the religiously important Mount
Kailash and the Dal Lake, a similar cost-benefit analysis
mustbe done for one of the oldesthill ranges in the world.
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Sensex opens 227 points
higher, Nifty above 26,000;
Tata Steel up 3%

New Delhi.(Agency)

Benchmark stock market indices opened higher on the
last trading day of 2025, as metal stocks rallied after
India imposed a 3-year import tariff of 11-12% on
select steel products, a move aimed largely at
checking a surge in shipments from China.

The S&P BSE Sensex was up 185.43 points to
84,860.51, while the NSE Nifty50 added 76.75
points to 26,015.60 as of 9:29 am.Dr. VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit
Investments Limited, said that the market has the
potential for a directional move upwards but is being
weighed down by sustained FII selling and absence
of fresh triggers like positive news on the US-India
trade front."The coming days are going to be
eventful, starting with the auto sales data for
December, Q3 corporate results, expectations from
the budget and other news relating to global
economy like the possible Fed action in 2026," he
added.Tata Steel led the gainers, rising 2.13%,
followed by Titan Company, which was up 0.97%.
Bharat Electronics gained 0.88%, Axis Bank moved
higher by 0.76%, and Hindustan Unilever added
0.71%, supporting the index in early trade.

Bajaj Finserv was the biggest laggard, falling 1.06%.
Tata Consultancy Services slipped 0.51%, Bajaj
Finance declined 0.45%, Tech Mahindra was down
0.45%, and Mahindra and Mahindra lost 0.40%.The
Q3 results have to be watched carefully for
indications of uptick in earnings. This is significant
since there is lot of hope that there will be a rebound
in earnings, going forward," said Vijaykumar.

"Earnings growth will be the single most important
factor determining the market trend in 2026. The FII
flows in 2026, too, will depend on the earnings
performance and expectations surrounding that," he
added.

Retail rush and SIPs drive Rs

14 lakh crore jump in mutual
fund assets in 2025

New Delhi.(Agency)

Mutual fund industry extended its bull run in 2025,
adding a staggering Rs 14 lakh crore to its asset base
and pushing total AUM to a record Rs 81 lakh crore
by November, powered by surge in retail
participation and record SIP inflows.

Venkat Chalasani, Chief Executive Officer of AMFI,
told PTI that the industry's outlook remains positive,
with steady SIP inflows continuing to offset foreign
portfolio investor outflows and strengthening market
resilience.Going ahead, fund flows are likely to be
guided by valuations and global developments, with
investors increasingly favouring large-cap,
diversified and hybrid strategies, he added.

The year 2025 also witnessed a robust net inflow of Rs
7 lakh crore, along with a sharp increase of 3.36 crore
in the investor base, while SIPs alone contributed
about Rs 3 lakh crore, according to data from
Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFTI).

These inflows lifted the industry's assets under
management (AUM) by 21 per cent from Rs 67 lakh
crore at the end of 2024 to Rs 81 lakh crore by
November-end. While the pace of growth was lower
than the 31 per cent rise recorded in 2024 and the 27
per cent increase in 2023, the longer-term trend
remains strong. The industry had posted a 7 per cent
growth in 2022 and nearly 22 per cent in 2021, and
has collectively added Rs 50 lakh crore to its asset
base over the last five years.

Long-term policy support
key to meeting India’s
renewable energy goals,
say experts

Kolkata.(Agency)

Long-term policy frameworks, particularly for hybrid
renewables energy, along with a thrust on adoption
of technologies and incentive-driven manufacturing,
will help the country meet its renewable energy
goals, experts said.Experts also believed
decarbonisation will continue to be a priority for the
industry.Sharing his views, Piyush Goyal, CEO and
Co-founder of Volks Energie, said there are certain
areas which are essential not only for meeting

climate commitments, but also for powering India's
industrial growth, enhancing energy security, and
ensuring affordable electricity for consumers.

"Accelerating grid upgrades and storage adoption
must be treated as national priorities as India's future
energy mix depends on both. Further, incentivising
domestic manufacturing of inverters, batteries, and
critical components will reduce import
dependencies and build supply-chain resilience,"
Goyal said.Manish Dabkara, CMD of carbon credits
firm EKI Energy Services, said emerging
technologies, including green hydrogen, advanced
storage chemistries, and smart grid systems have the
potential to address intermittency and ramping
flexibility challenges."Stable, long-term policy
frameworks particularly for hybrid renewables,
offshore wind, and green hydrogen will be critical in
attracting sustained private and global capital
flows," he noted.Gaurav Moda, Partner and Energy
Sector Leader, EY-Parthenon India, said that
accelerating renewables, efficiency-led
decarbonisation, and digital adoption are delivering
measurable returns, while renewed momentum in
nuclear energy point to a more integrated and
commercially grounded phase of the energy
transition.

Gold set for a 50-year hest, silver breaks
records: Where should money go in 2026

The revised allowances will come
into effect from January 1 and
apply across multiple categories,
including domestic layover, night
operations, deadhead travel and a
newly introduced tail-swap
allowance.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Gold and silver prices have cooled offin the
last few days of 2025, but the bigger
picture remains unchanged. Both metals
are heading towards one of their strongest
years on record as 2025 draws to a close.

After months of sharp gains, some investors
are locking in profits, leading to short-
term weakness in gold and silver. Even so,
prices remain far higher than where they
began the year.Gold was trading near
$4,334 an ounce, down slightly from
recent levels. The yellow metal had

touched a lifetime high of $4,549 last
week.US gold futures for February
delivery were also lower at around
$4,346 an ounce. The fall came as the US
dollar strengthened, which often puts
pressure on gold prices because it
becomes costlier for buyers using other |
currencies.

GOLD SET FOR BEST GAINS IN 50
YEARS

Gold has risen about 66% so far in 2025,
putting it on course for its strongest
yearly performance since the late 1970s.
This rally has not been driven by one
single factor. Instead, several global
developments have come together.

Lower interest rates in the US have made
gold more attractive, as it does not pay
interest. Expectations that rates will stay
low for longer have also helped.Ongoing
global conflicts, worries around
government debt, and heavy buying by
central banks have further supported
prices. At the same time, investment
demand through exchange-traded funds
has picked up steadily through the year.

Minutes from the US Federal Reserve’s

rates.
favour gold as a store of value.

RECORD-BREAKING GAINS

Hindustan copper share price tanks
3%: What's behind the fall

December meeting showed that the
decision to cut rates was not simple and
involved long discussions on risks to the
economy.The Fed’s next meeting is
scheduled for January 27 and 28, and
markets expect no immediate change in

This environment continues to
SILVER OUTSHINES GOLD WITH

Silver has been the standout performer
among precious metals in 2025. Prices fell
to around $74.41 an ounce in the latest
session, after touching a record high of
$83.62 carlier in the week. Even after this

Copper prices have risen
sharply this year due to
supply disruptions at key
global mines and strong
demand from sectors such as
electrification, renewable
energy and artificial
intelligence-led infrastructure.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Shares of Hindustan Copper fell nearly
3% in Tuesday’s trade as investors
chose to book profits after the stock’s
sharp rise in recent weeks.The fall
came even as the broader outlook for
copper remains strong, supported by
global demand and supply challenges.

Hindustan Copper was trading around Rs

515 in intraday trade after slipping as
much as 3.3% during the session but
recovered to trade at Rs 529.80 down
0.78% as of 10:20 am.Market

participants said the decline was
largely driven by year-end profit
booking and a mild correction in
global copper prices, rather than any
company-specific bad news.

WHY DID HINDUSTAN COPPER

SHARES FALLTODAY?

Copper prices eased by more than 1% as
traders locked in gains at the end of the
year. This had a direct impact on
copper-linked stocks, including
Hindustan Copper, which has been one
of the biggest beneficiaries of the
metal’s rally in 2025.Copper prices
have risen sharply this year due to
supply disruptions at key global mines

and strong demand from sectors such
as electrification, renewable energy
and artificial intelligence-led
infrastructure.However, after such a
strong run, some cooling off was
expected in the short term.
- Experts tracking the stock
\ said the recent fall looks
like a pause rather than a
trend reversal, especially
given the scale of gains
already seen.Despite
today’s fall, Hindustan
Copper has delivered
very strong returns across
time frames. The stock
has gained more than
26% in the last five
trading sessions. Over the
past one month, it is up
around 56%.
Looking at a longer period, the share
price has jumped nearly 89.49% in the
last six months. On a yearly basis, the
stock has risen about 113.71%, making
it one of the top performers among
metal stocks.This sharp rise is one of
the key reasons why investors may be
choosing to lock in profits, especially
as the calendar year comes to an end.

From Reliance Jio, PhonePe to Zepto:
5 key IPOs to watch in 2026

New Delhi.(Agency)

After a strong run in 2025, India’s

primary market is entering 2026 with
high expectations. Several large and

strong interest from both domestic and
global investors, given its dominant
position in telecom and its expanding
digital ecosystem.

IPO.While the exact launch date is yet
to be announced, the listing will depend
on regulatory clearance from Sebi and
overall market conditions. Investors

well-known companies are preparing to
tap the stock market, and 2026 is
shaping up to be an exciting year for
investors. Many of these firms have
been waiting for the right market
conditions, and the current mood

Flipkart will be closely watching how OYO
Flipkart, backed by US retail giant positions its business ahead of the
Walmart, is also expected to enter the offering.
public markets in 2026. Reports PhonePe

suggest the e-commerce firm is aiming
for a valuation in the range of $60

Digital payments firm PhonePe is also
preparing for an IPO in 2026. The

appears favourable.From digital giants
to new-age startups, the upcoming IPO
list reflects growing confidence among
Indian companies and sustained
interest from investors.Reliance Jio
Platforms is expected to be the biggest
attraction in the 2026 IPO calendar.

billion to $70 billion. This would place
itamong the biggest technology [POs in
India.In preparation for the listing, the
Flipkart Group has narrowed its losses
in the 2024-25 financial year,
signalling a stronger focus on
profitability and operational efficiency.

company is expected to raise around
$1.2 billion to $1.5 billion through a
mix of fresh shares and an offer for sale
by existing investors.Reports indicate
that PhonePe could be valued at close to
$15 billion at the time of listing. With its
strong presence in India’s digital

Valued at around Rs 11-12 lakh crore,
its public listing could be one of the
largest ever seen on Dalal Street. The
telecom and digital services major is
reportedly preparing its draft papers
and may look to launch the IPO in the
first half of the year, subject to
approvals.A Jio listing is likely to draw

0YO payments space, .the IPO is likely to
Hospitality platform OYO has taken attractwideattention.
another step towards going public. Zepto

Shareholders of its parent company
have approved plans to raise up to Rs
6,650 crore through a fresh issue of
equity shares as part of the proposed

Bengaluru-based quick commerce
startup Zepto is another name to watch.
Known for its 10-minute grocery
delivery service.

fall, silver has gained about 157% this
year, far more than gold.

This sharp rise has been driven by strong
industrial demand and tight supply.
Silver is now seen as a critical mineral
in the US, which has lifted its
importance.

Demand from clean energy, electronics
and electric vehicles has remained
strong, while supplies have struggled
to keep up. Low inventories have
added to the pressure, pushing prices
higher for much of the year.

PLATINUM AND PALLADIUM ALSO
END STRONGYEAR

Other precious metals have also posted
impressive gains in 2025. Platinum
slipped to about $2,123 an ounce after
touching a lifetime high of $2,478 earlier
this week.Despite the recent fall, platinum
is still up around 135% for the year. Its rise
has been supported by tight supply, higher
investor interest and policy changes in
Europe related to combustion engines.

Palladium was trading near $1,584 an

ounce, down on the day but still up

roughly 74% for the year.

Swiggy, Zomato, other gig
delivery workers on New Year's
Eve strike: Key demands

New Delhi.(Agency)

Last-minute party needs, food orders and grocery
runs through online platforms on New Year’s Eve
may face disruptions across India as gig and
delivery workers prepare for a nationwide strike
on December 31.With New Year’s Eve being one
of the busiest days of the year for online orders, the
protest could affect food delivery, quick
commerce and e-commerce services in several
cities. Workers associated with platforms such as
Zomato, Swiggy, Blinkit, Zepto, Amazon and
Flipkart are expected to take part in the strike.
Unions say the action could hurt retailers and
platforms that depend heavily on last-mile
delivery to meet year-end sales targets.The strike
has been called by the Telangana Gig and Platform
Workers Union and the Indian Federation of App-
Based Transport Workers, with support from
regional worker groups in Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Delhi-NCR, West Bengal and parts of
Tamil Nadu.

WHY ARE GIGWORKERS PROTESTING?

According to the unions, delivery partners who form
the backbone of India’s app-based commerce
system are being pushed to work longer hours
even as their earnings fall.They allege that
workers face unsafe delivery targets, limited job
security, lack of dignity at work and almost no
access to basic social protection.In a letter sent to
Union Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya,
IFAT said it represents around 4,00,000 app-based
transport and delivery workers across the country.

The federation said workers had already held a
nationwide flash strike on December 25, which led
to a 50-60% disruption in services in several
cities.The protest, according to the union, was
aimed at drawing attention to unsafe delivery
models, falling incomes, arbitrary ID blocking and
the absence of social security. The federation also
claimed that platform companies did not engage
with workers after the December 25 protest.
Instead, it alleged that companies responded with
threats, account deactivations and algorithm-
based penalties. The letter further accused
platforms of using third-party agencies to weaken
the strike. With the December 31 strike, customers
may face delays and cancellations as delivery
executives log off the apps or sharply reduce their
workload.The disruptions are expected to hit food
orders, grocery deliveries and last-minute
shopping in major cities such as Pune, Bengaluru,
Delhi, Hyderabad and Kolkata, along with several
tier-2 markets.In its letter, IFAT urged the
government to regulate platform companies under
labour laws and ban unsafe delivery models,
including extreme fast-delivery timelines.

How India overtook China to become
the world's top rice producer

_—
India has emerged as the world's
largest rice producer, but closing the
yield gap and managing water stress
will decide whether this production

surge becomes a lasting advantage.
—

New Delhi.(Agency)

IIndia has shattered China’s dominance that
had continued for years in the field of rice.
By overtaking China, India has reached
number one in the world in terms of rice
production.The country's share in total
global rice production has crossed more
than 28%. The United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) has also
acknowledged India’s achievement.

In its December 2025 report, the USDA said
India’s rice production has reached 152
million metric tonnes, while China’s
output stands at 146 million metric
tonnes.This record will require a revision
of long-held assumptions that China is the
world’s largest rice-producing country.

An interesting aspect of India’s success
is the significant contribution made by
Taiwan. Relations between China and
Taiwan remain extremely tense.

Rice has been grown and consumed in
India since ancient times. Whenever the
origin of rice is discussed, India’s name
is often mentioned first. There are about
123,000 varieties of rice in the world, of
whichnearly 60,000 are found in India.

This highlights India’s richness in rice
diversity. However, in terms of

production, India had lagged far behind
China for a long time.This is the first time
India has overtaken China in rice
production.Dr Sudhanshu Singh, &.
Director of the South Asia Regional §°
Centre at the International Rice Institute, &
says that India’s emergence as the world’s
largest rice producer is a major
achievement. Indian rice is exported to
172 countries, and rice has also become
an important tool of India’s foreign
policy.

EARNINGS FROM RICE

In 2024-25, India exported agricultural
produce worth a record Rs 450,840 crore,
with rice accounting for the largest share
ofabout 24%.

Indian economy.
TAIWAN’S CONTRIBUTION

figure had risen to 152 million

By exporting basmati and non-basmati rice,
India earned foreign exchange worth Rs
105,720 crore in a single year.This
underlines the importance of rice to the

At the time of Independence,
produced only 20.58 million metric

tonnes of rice annually. By 2025, this

tonnes.This record in rice production is
undoubtedly the result of the hard work of Another dwarf rice variety, IR-8, was
farmers and scientists. However, Taiwan
also played a significant role in India’s
success in rice cultivation, which merits
special mention.In the 1960s, India was
struggling with a shortage of food grains.

At the time, cultivation was limited to
traditional long-stem rice varieties, with
yields of only about 800 kg per hectare.
By then, urea had been introduced as a
chemical fertiliser. While the use of
fertiliser and additional water could
increase output, this required dwarf and
strong-stem varieties, which India did not
have.Indian varieties tended to lodge
when fertiliser and water were used, as
their long stems caused the crop to fall
over. This led to the need for dwarf
varieties to increase production and
address food shortages.

Taiwan stepped in to meet this
requirement by providing its dwarf
rice variety, Taichung Native-1 (TN1).
This transformed Indian agriculture.
Taichung Native-1 played a key role in
the Green Revolution and is
considered the world’s first semi-

dwarfrice variety.
IR-8 CHANGED THE WORLD

India

metric

introduced in India in 1968 by the
International Rice Research Institute. This
triggered a rapid increase in production.
Because of its revolutionary productivity,
IR-8 came to be known as “Miracle Rice”.
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'No One Tried To Save Him": Uproar Over
Tripura Man's Murder In Uttarakhand

New Delhi .(Agency)

The uncle of Anjel Chakma, the Tripura MBA
student murdered in Utta;rakhand after he  ©
objected to locals using racial slus —
including calling his brother Michael and
him 'Chinese momo’ — has hit back at the
state police force for claiming the horrid
remarks were made in
Chakma told Thursday morning,
they went to the market to buy some things,
some people, who were already drunk,
made some comments, like calling them

»The cops were
also criticised by
the Chakma
Students Union,
which represents

P

We want
Justice for
Anjel Chakma

“jest" Momen
"When

version according to the evidence T got...

(now) these things have been raised, we will
investigate it...
allegations about the word 'Chinese’ being
used, he said it is possible it had been used in
jest’ by the attackers which was
misunderstood by the victims.Under pressure
from the Chakma community and civil
society activists, Singh also announced the
formation of a special team to probe the
killing. Five people have been arrested so
far.A sixth, believed to be of Nepali origin, is

" Asked specifically about the

the community,
and for which
Bipul Chakma
said he had been
hassled by an
initially reluctant-
to-act police.

Chinese. And when Michael told them not
to say such things, they attacked
him.""Then Angel went to protect him, and
they started beating and stabbing him. .. no one
tried to save them. Uttarakhand Police said this
s notracism, but it is indeed a case of racism."
The cops were also criticised by the Chakma
Students Union, which represents the
community, and for which Bipul Chakma said
he had been hassled by an initially reluctant-to-
act police.The young man's father, Tarun
Chakma, a Border Security Force soldier
stationed in Manipur, made the same allegation;

L IneTIrE neairn

inifially refused to register his complaint.

The FIR was filed only 48 hours later, under
pressure from the students union.On Monday
Ajai Singh, Senior Superintendent of Police
{Dehradun), said the remarks Chakma objected
to, and over which he was murdered, "does not
fall into the category of a racist comment
because a young man involved in the incident is
also aresident of the same state".

The derogatory remarks were made in "jest",
Singh declared.On Tuesday he told Padmaja

onthe run.

The killing of Chakma has also spiralled into a

political firestorm for the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party, with the Congress ripping into it;
Congress leader Shama Mohamed red-flagged
violence agast minority communities and
question Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
silence.Speaking to ANI, Mohamed said, "Such
an incident can happen with anyone. | saw a
video in which Hindu men said they would kill
all Muslims. Why is our PM silent? The
Supreme Court should take suo motto
cognisance... There is a complete breakdown of
law and order..."

Capital catalogue: Scandals &
celebrities land up in city courts

New Delhi .(Agency)

The biggest news that came out of the courts was not of a
verdict. A large stash of cash was discovered at the
residence of Delhi High Court judge Justice Yashwant
Varma during a fire incident on March 14, making
national headlines.

According to officials, close to Rs 15 crore was found
during the firefighting operation. Following the incident,
the Supreme Court repatriated Justice Varma to the
Allahabad High Court and ordered an enquiry into the
matter. An impeachment motion, too, wasmoved against
him.The year saw several high-profile cases. Be it the
dispute over actor Karisma Kapoor’s late husband
Sunjay Kapur’s property or a petition seeking
cancellation ofthe CBEC certificate of the film *Udaipur
Files: Kanhaiva Lal Tailor Murder’, the front pages of
the national dailies created quite abuzz. On August 7, the
HC, however, refused to stay the release of the film.

The Delhi High Court remained busy dealing with
personality rights of multiple public figures, including
Deputy Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh Pawan
Kalyan, cricketer Sunil Gavaskar and ‘The Artof Living’
foundation founder Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, Salman Khan,
Nagarjuna, NTR Junior, Aishwarya Rai Bachchan,
Abhishek Bachchan, Ajay Devgn, R Madhavan and
Karan Johar also followed suit. An injunction was also
granted to protect Hrithik Roshan’s personality and
publicity rights.

A trial court became the centre of national attention after
the ED filed a chargesheet against Congress leaders
Sonia and Rahul Gandhi in conmection with the alleged
National Herald scam.

The trial court also gathered media attention in two cases
— IRCTC corruption case and land-for-jobs scam case
— filed against RJID chief Lalu Prasad and his family
members. HC reserved judgement in the land-for-jobs
case.

Debate on pollution crisis to
raise heat in winter session

New Delhi .(Agency)

The Delhi Legislative Assembly will re-convene on
January 5, with the four-day winter session focussing on
the pollution crisis in the national capital and scrutiny of
three CAG reports, Art, Culture and Tourism Minister
Kapil Mishra said on Tuesday.The minister said the
government will table a proposal on pollution and table
three CAG reports ° one each on corruption in
‘Sheeshmahal,” the functioning of the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB), and Delhi government-run universities.

The term ‘Sheeshmahal” was coined by the BIP to point
out the alleged opulence of the 6, Flagstaff Road
residence of the ex-Delhi chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal. “There is a very detailed report on the
functioning of DJB till the year 2022, it has all the details
of all the irregularities which caused the sewage system
of the city to collapse,” Mishra said at a press
conference. “The CAG report on the irregularities in the
functioning of universities governed by the Delhi
government will be tabled, and all the corruption which
occurred in the functioning of universities till 2023 will
be exposed in the upcoming session,” he added.

Mishra said the Assembly would examine the roof causes
of the perennial problem of pollution and assess past
measures. “We will discuss what the previous
government had done to curb the pollution. Further, we
will also discuss the affidavits which were submitted in
the Supreme Cowrt and what their current status is in
regards to mitigate pollution,” he said. Mishra also
sought the opposition’s feedback on battling the city’s
air pollution. The minister also said that the recent
suspension of a registrar and tehsildar by the Delhi
government reaffirms its stance of zero tolerance for
corruption.

“The days of corruption are over. The previous
government is not in power anymore. This is a new
government, and we will not tolerate any official
indulging in corruption,” Mishra said. Meanwhile,
Delhi BIP spokesperson Praveen Shankar Kapoor said
that the AAP leaders should stop spreading false
propaganda and play the role of a constructive
opposition.He said, “Otherwise, AAP will soon be
wiped out from Delhi’s political landscape.” “The
Arvind Kejriwal government had left behind a stalled
Delhi, but the BIP-led government under Rekha Gupta
has put Delhi back on the path of development within
just 10 months. Except for the air pollution problem
inherited from the Kejriwal government, the
achievements and fransformation brought by the BJP
government are clearly visible in all other sectors,” he
added.

he said police in Dehradun's Selakui area

The Central Consumer

The action followed a complaint filed by

The term ‘Sheeshmahal’ was |

“There is a very detailed report on the

Joshi, "When [ was asked on Day 1, [ gave my

Mumbai Restaurant Fined Rs 50,000

New Delhi .(Agency)

Protection Authority (CCPA)
has imposed a fine of Rs
50,000 on China Gate
Restaurant Private Limited,
which operates the Bora Bora
restaurant chain in Mumbal,
for i1llegally levying
mandatory service charges on |
customers.In an order dated
December 29, the Central
Consumer Protection Authority said
the restaurant was adding a 10 per cent
service charge by default to customers’
bills and was alse charging GST on
that amount.This was done despite
clear guidelines stating that service
charges are voluntary and cannot be
added automatically.

a Mumbai consumer through the
National Consumer Helpline.The
complainant alleged that the Bora
Bora restaurant refused to remove the

Despite this clear direction,

service charge from the bill and even

misbehaved when the issue was
raised.The CCPA noted that the Delhi

High Court, in its March 28, 2025
ruling in the case of National
Restaurant Association of India versus
Union of India, had clearly upheld the
authority's guidelines and ruled that
mandatory service charges are illegal.

the
restaurant continued to levy service
charges by default through its billing
system. A detailed investigation by the
CCPA's director general

(investigation) found that service
charges were automatically added
to all bills between March 28 and
April 30, 2025.This showed that the
charge was not optional but
imposed on all customers. The
investigation also found that the
restaurant failed to resolve the
consumer's complaint despite
receiving multiple notices, charged
GST on the service charge in
violation of the guidelines, and had
anon-functional email address, which
restricted consumers from accessing
grievance redressal mechanisms.
While the restaurant claimed that the
service charge was discretionary and
said it had stopped the practice afier
becoming aware of the court ruling,
the CCPA said it failed to provide any
proof showing compliance during the
relevant period.The authority also
observed that the refund to the
complainant was processed only afier
regulatory intervention.

For Mandatory SEI’VlICE Charge

Debate on pollution crisis to raise heat in winter session

New Delhi .(Agency)

The Delhi Legislative Assembly will re-

convene on January 5, with the four-
day winter session focussing on the
pollution crisis in the national capital
and scrutiny of three CAG reports, Art,
Culture and Tourism Minister
Kapil Mishra said on
Tuesday. The minister said the
government will table a
proposal on pollution and
table three CAG reports © one
each on corruption in
‘Sheeshmahal,’” the
functioning of the Delhi Jal
Board (DIJB), and Delhi
government-run universities.

coined by the BJP to point out
the alleged opulence of the 6,
Flagstaff’ Road residence of the ex-
Delhi chiefminister Arvind Kejriwal.

functioning of DJB (ill the year 2022, it
has all the details of all the irregularities
which cansed the sewage system of the

city to collapse,” Mishra said at a press
conference. “The CAG report on the
irregularities in the functioning of
universities governed by the Delhi
government will be tabled, and all the
corruption which occurred in the

functioning of universities till 2023 will
be exposed in the upcoming session,”
headded.

Mishra said the Assembly would examine

the root causes of the perennial problem
of pollution and assess past measures.
“We will discuss what the previous

government had done to curb the
pollution. Further, we will also discuss
the affidavits which were submitted in
the Supreme Court and what their
current status is in regards to mitigate
pollution,” he said.

Mishra also sought the
opposition’s feedback on
battling the city’s air pollution.
The minister also said that the
recent suspension of a registrar
and tehsildar by the Delhi
government reaffirms its stance
of zero tolerance for
corruption.“The days of
corruption are over. The
previous government is not in
power anymore. This is a new
government, and we will not
tolerate any official indulging in

corruption,” Mishra said. Meanwhile,

Delhi BJP spokesperson Praveen

Shankar Kapoor said that the AAP

leaders should stop spreading false

propaganda and play the role of a

construetive opposition.

IndiGo Faces Rs 458 Crore
GST Penalty, Airline Set
To Contest Ruling

New Delhi .(Agency)

The country's largest airline IndiGeo on Tuesday said

authorities have slapped a GST penalty of over Rs
458 crore, and that it would contest the decision.

The Additional Commissioner of CGST- Delhi

South Commissionerate has slapped the penalty.
It pertains to the assessment order under Section
74 of the Central Goods and Services Tax Act,
2017, for FY-2018-19 to TY 2022-23, according
to a regulatory filing. The total GST penalty is Rs
458.26,16,980."GST department has passed an
order imposing GST demand along with interest
and penalty on compensation received from
foreign supplier and denial of Input Tax credit.
The company strongly believes that the order
passed by the GST department is erroneous and
not in accordance with law, backed by advice
from extemal tax advisors."Accordingly, the
company will contest the same and shall take
appropriate legal remedies against the aforesaid
order. The company is already in appeal before the
Commnissioner (Appeals) in a similar matter for
FY2017-18," the filing said on Tuesday.

Further, IndiGo said that since it will contest the

order, the order does not have any significant
impact on financials, operations or other activities
of'the company.Separately, the Office of the Joint
Commissioner, Lucknow, has imposed a penalty
0fRs 14,59,527 on IndiGo for theperiod 2021-22.

"The department has denied input tax credit availed

and has raised a demand aleng with interest and
penalty on the company. The company believes
that the order passed by the authorities is
erroneous. Further, the company believes that it
has a strong case on merits, backed by advice from
external tax advisors," InterGlobe Aviation, the
parent of IndiGo, said in another regulatory filing.

According to the company, it will contest the order

before the appropriate authority, and there is no
significant impact on its financials, operations or
other activities.

Government lifts the city,
literally, with elevated corridors

New Delhi .(Agency)

As an ever-evolving city, the capital requires
infrastructure updates, and a significant part of the
state budget has been set aside for roads, bridges,
sewage and water systems, drainage, and other
public works.In a push to strengthen South
Delhi’s infrastructure, the Expenditure Finance
Committee cleared three long-pending and
critical projects — the Modi Mill Flyover, Savitri
Cinema Flyover, and the MB Road Storm Water
Drain project. The projects will be executed by the
Public Works Department (PWD) with a
combined nvestment of over Rs 759 crore.

In 2025-26, the department secured substantial

funding of around Rs 803 crore from the Central
Road and Infrastructure Fund to upgrade over 140
road and flyover projects. These upgrades include
widening, rehabilitation, resurfacing, and
strengthening of key arterial thoroughfares such
as Kashmiri Gate—Wazirabad Road, Vikas Marg
(ITO te D-93}, and Ferozeshah Road, as well as
flyovers and connectors in Shahdara and East
Delhi.

A significant infrastructure push is the Sonia Vihar

elevated corridor—a 5.5-6 km elevated road
along Pushta Road in North East Delhi designed
to decongest, and improve connectivity towards
the Uttar Pradesh border. The PWD alsc initiated a
large-scale 55-km redevelopment plan for the
Mahatma Gandhi Ring Road corridor, aimed at
decongesting major junctions w1th phased
mmprovements, grade separators, and smarter
traffic design.

The PWD has been working on extensive repair and

resurfacing of approximately 500 km of damaged
roads across Delhi by March 2026.The Delhi
Master Plan 2041 is also in the works, to guide
major infrastructure decisions and help shape the
city’s future. The PWD is being reorganised (o
have its own dedicated engineering cadre, to hire
and manage engineers independentlv. A new
drainage master plan was launched with a huge
investment to tackle chronic waterlogging
problems and ensure water runs off streets quickly
during rains.Work has begun on desilting 22
major drains, which will help reduce pollution
flowing intorivers.

New in the New Year: Noida looks at Jewar
airport opening, real estate, infra boost in 2026

New Delhi .(Agency)

As 2025 draws to a close, Noida is set for

one of its largest infrastructure
expansions in recent years, fueled by the
opening of the long-awaited Noida
International Adirport at Jewar. The
airport has sparked a series of
development projects along the Yamuna
Expressway corridor.Speaking to The
Indian Express, Shailendra Kumar
Bhatia, Nodal Officer of the airport
project, said, “Development of Noida
International Airport is complete and the
process of issuing the aerodrome license
isunderway.” While initially, the airport
will open with one runway and an
annual passenger capacity of around 1.2
crore, in the long-term, it is set to be
spread over 11,750 acres, featuring five
runways, and handling ap to 30 crore
passengers annually — making it one of
the biggest airports globally.

Currently, agricultural fields and village

settlements surround the airport, though

the approach from Noida and Greater
Noida shows increasing real estate
activity. Work on projects like the
extension of Regional Rapid Transit
System rail links to Delhi and the
airport, is also slated to begin
next year.

The Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA) is
focusing on developing the
area around the airport into a
large manufactaring hub as
an extension of Noida, S8
particularly targeting s
industries.

Several industrial units have |
received approval to start
work, including Pine Valley Venture Pvt
Ltd for readymade garments, Deki
Electronics for passive electronic
components, Neenjas Electricity Pvt
Ltd for electric vehicle chargers and
LED panels, Escort Kubota for tractor

manufacturing, Minda Corporation for
wiring harnesses, as well as solar power
players like SAEL Solar P6 and Amber
Enterprises India.Electronics and
semiconductor manufacturers like

Aditech Semiconductors, Dixon
Technologies, and Ascent K Circuit are
also set to start operations near the
airport. The Electric Vehicles
Manufacturers Welfare Trust is focused
on electric vehicles and components,

and Havells India is bringing consumer
goods manufacturing to the area.
According to YEIDA officials, these
projects are expected to be completed in
2026.

§ While basic amenities in Jewar are
still limited, they are set to improve:
a 100-bed trauma centre and multi-
speciality hospital is under
construction near the airport.On the
real estate front, 2026 is set to see
significant progress after 2025 was
marked by stalled projects and
insolvency issues. Real estate
lawyer Chaitanyvashil Privadarshi
of Mimansa Law Offices said,
“This year was not good when it
came to real estate project
handovers in Noida as most were stuck
in insolvency. But for 2026, there is an
exhaustive list of projects that are close
to completion... Many of the pending
projects are gradually being executed
now and insolvency is also reaching .
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oo clossery Taiwan coastguard says Chinese
o v o o | o
ships withdrawing after drills

granddaughter of ex-US

President John F Kennedy,

passes away at 35 due to

myeloid leukaemia provosative and reckles sid the
the island.Communist China has never

ruled democratic Taiwan, but Beijing

WORLD. (Agency)
Tatiana Schlossbery, a climate journalist and

claims the island of 23 million people is
part ofits territory and has threatened to use

granddaughter of former US President John F
Kennedy, passed away at 35.Tatiana was diagnosed
with acute myeloid leukaemia in 2024, after her force to annex it-"Th? warships and
second child was born. She underwent chemotherapy coastguard .Vess.els are w1thdr'f1w1ng, but a
and bone marrow transplant treatments following the few are S?IH 11.nge"rmg .out51de.the 24-
diagnosis.Tatiana is well-known for her book nautical-mile line," Hsich Chmg'ChH,l’
"Inconspicuous Consumption: The Environmental deputy dlrector-geqera}l f)f Talv\'zva.n S
Impact You Don't Know You Have". released in 2019 coastguard, toldAFP, indicating the "drills
pact You Jo ow Tou tave', releasecin hould be over."Taiwan's coastguard has
The book explores the climate crisis and its solutions. It shouic, 8l
. . maintained a deployment of 11 ships at sea
also empowers readers to make informed choices as because China Coast Guard vessels
consumers in relation to the well-being of the "haven't completely left the area yet" and
environment.She had also written pieces concerning "we can't let our guard down," he said.
climate change in the New York Times. Beijing has not yet publicly declared the
A social media post by her family, shared by the John F drills to be finished. Taiwan's President Lai
Kennedy Library Foundation, reads, "Our beautiful Ching-te warned on Wednesday that
Tatiana passed away this morning (December 30). Chinese drills targeting the island "are not
She will always be in our hearts."Notably, Tatiana lost an isolated incident" and pose "significant
her grandfather, President Kennedy, to an risks" to the region.

escalating coercion pose significant risks
to regional stability and also impact global
shipping, trade and peace," Lai said at a
promotion and rank conferment ceremony
for military officers in Taipei.China's show

criticism of China's drills.Japan said
Wednesday that China's military exercises
"increase tensions" across the Taiwan
Strait, and that it had expressed its
"concerns" to Beijing.Australia's foreign
ministry also condemned on
Wednesday China's "destabilising"
military drills around Taiwan, saying it
had raised concerns with Beijing
counterparts.Beijing slammed criticism
of its exercises as
"irresponsible.""These countries and
institutions are turning a blind eye to the
separatist forces in Taiwan attempting
to achieve independence through
military means," foreign ministry
spokesman Lin Jian told a news briefing
Wednesday."Yet, they are making
irresponsible criticisms of China's
necessary and just actions to defend its
national sovereignty and territorial
integrity, distorting facts and confusing
right and wrong, which is utterly

Taipei, which slammed the two-
day war games as "highly
provocative and reckless," said
the manoeuvre failed to impose a
blockade on the island.

TAIPEIL . (Agency)

Chinese warships and coastguard vessels are
withdrawing from waters around Taiwan,
the island's coastguard said on Wednesday,
with Beijing's military drills appearing to
be "over."China launched missiles and
deployed dozens of fighter jets, navy ships
and coastguard vessels around the island
on Monday and Tuesday in live-fire drills
aimed at simulating a blockade of the
Taiwan's key ports and assaults on
maritime targets.Taipei, which slammed

of force follows a bumper round of arms
sales to Taipei by the United States,
Taiwan's main security backer, and
comments from Japan's prime minister that
the use of force against Taiwan could
warrant a military response from Tokyo.

assassination in 1963, and her uncle, John F Kennedy
Jr,toaplane crash in 1999.

CIA behind strike at
Venezuelan dock that Trump
claims was used by drug
smugglers, say sources

WASHINGTON . (Agency)

The CIA was behind a drone strike last week at a
docking area believed to have been used by
Venezuelan drug cartels, according to two people
familiar with details of the operation who requested
anonymity to discuss the classified matter.

The first known direct operation on Venezuelan soil
since the US began strikes in September marks a
significant escalation in the administration’s
months-long pressure campaign on Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro’s government. The strike
has not been acknowledged by Venezuelan officials.

US President Donald Trump first made reference to the
operation in an interview Friday with John
Catsimatidis on WABC radio in New York, saying
the US had knocked out some type of “big facility
where ships come from."In an exchange with
reporters Monday as he hosted Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at his Mar-a-Lago
resort, Trump added that the operation targeted a
“dock area where they load the boats up with drugs.”
But the president declined to comment when asked
whether the attack was conducted by the military or
the CIA.The CIA and White House officials also
declined to offer further comment on the matter. Col.
Allie Weiskopf, a spokesperson for Special
Operations Command, which oversees US
operations in the Caribbean, said in a statement that
“Special Operations did not support this operation to
include intel support.”

Thieves drill into German
hank vault, make off with
about 30mn euros in cash,
valuables

BERLIN. (Agency)

Robbers used a large drill to break into a German
savings bank's vault room and steal cash, gold and
jewelry worth some 30 million euros ($35 million),
police said Tuesday.The heist in the western city of
Gelsenkirchen saw the thieves break into more than
3,000 safe deposit boxes, they said.

While the criminals remained at large, hundreds of
distressed bank customers massed outside the branch
on Tuesday demanding information, but were kept at
bay by police.According to police, the robbers drilled
their way into the underground vault room of the
Sparkasse savings bank from a parking garage.

Investigators suspect the gang spent much of the
weekend inside, breaking open the deposit boxes.

The break-in came to light after a fire alarm was
triggered in the early hours of Monday and
emergency services discovered the hole.

Witnesses reported seeing several men carrying large
bags in the stairwell of the parking garage during the
night from Saturday to Sunday.Footage from security
cameras has also shown a black Audi RS 6 leaving the
parking garage early Monday morning, with masked
persons inside.The car's license plate had been stolen
earlier in the city of Hanover, police said.

A police spokesman told AFP that the break-in was
"indeed very professionally executed", likening it to
the heist movie "Ocean's Eleven".

the two-day war games as "highly

"China's authoritarian expansion and

Envoys of Quad countries hold rare
publicised meeting at US Embassy in Beijing

PARAMARIBO. (Agency)

BEIJING: Ambassadors of the Quad
nations, consisting of the US, India,
Australia and Japan, held a rare
publicised meeting in Beijing. The
meeting took place on Tuesday at
the US Embassy in Beijing,
according to the post on X with a
photo by the American
Ambassador to China, David
Perdue."The Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue (Quad) is a
force for good in maintaining a
free and open Indo-Pacific |
region," Perdue said in his post."It

is a pleasure to meet with the =
ambassadors of the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue countries in Beijing.
The relations among the four countries
— the United States, Australia, India,
and Japan — continue to be stable and
strong," he said and posted a photo of

the four envoys, including Indian
Ambassador to Beijing Pradeep
Kumar Rawat.The Indian Embassy

here has not yet commented on the
meeting.China, over the years, has
been a strong critic of the Quad and has
not yet reacted to the meeting. Beijing,
in the past while reacting to the Quad

meetings, stated that it is opposed to
countries forming cliques, engaging in
group politics and bloc confrontation.
In her reaction to the Foreign
Ministers meeting of the
Quad countries held in
January this year, Chinese
Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning said
China has always advocated
that cooperation among
countries should not target
third parties. "China believes
that cooperation between
countries should not target
any third party," she said.
"Engaging in group politics
and bloc confrontation will not bring
lasting peace and security, and is not
conducive to peace and stability in the
Asia-Pacific and the world as a
whole," she said.

Mali and Burkina Faso impose
retaliatory travel ban on US nationals

The White House noted persistent
attacks by armed groups as one
of the reasons for the travel ban.
Mali and Burkina Faso have
struggled fo contain armed
groups that have spread rapidly
in both countries.

DHAKA . (Agency)

Mali and Burkina Faso said late Tuesday
they would ban US citizens from
entering their countries in retaliation
for US President Donald Trump's
decision to ban Malian and Burkinabe
citizens from entering the United
States.The announcements, made in
separate statements by the foreign
ministers of the two West African
countries, marked the latest twist in the
frosty relationship between West
African military governments and the
US.On Dec. 16, Trump expanded
earlier travel restrictions to 20 more
countries, including Mali, Burkina
Faso and Niger, which are run by

juntas and have formed a breakaway
association from the regional bloc, the
Economic Community of West
African States."In accordance with the
principle of reciprocity, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation informs the national and
international community that, with
immediate effect, the Government of
the Republic of Mali will apply the
same conditions and requirements to
US nationals as those imposed on
Malian citizens," the Malian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs said in a

statement.Another statement signed
by Burkina Faso's Minister of Foreign
Affairs Karamoko Jean-Marie Traoré
cited similar reasons for the ban on
American nationals entering Burkina
Faso.The White House noted
persistent attacks by armed groups as
one of the reasons for the travel ban.
Mali and Burkina Faso have struggled
to contain armed groups that have
spread rapidly in both countries.The
juntas vowed to fight the armed groups
after deposing civilian governments
over the insecurity that has.

There has been a chorus of international

hypocritical.

A forgotten chapter: The stories of
Allied POWs in Nagasaki during

the atomic bombing

NAGASAKI . (Agency)

Hundreds of prisoners of war from Allied countries
were held at brutal Japanese camps in Nagasaki when
the United States dropped an atomic bomb 80 years
ago.

Their presence during the Aug. 9, 1945, bombing is little
known, and family and researchers have been
collecting and publishing testimonies to tell the stories
of these often unrecognized victims.In September,
dozens of relatives of Dutch POWs and descendants
of Japanese bombing survivors came together to
commemorate both those who were abused at the
camps and the tens of thousands of Japanese who were
killed that day.The dead included at least eight
captives at one of the Nagasaki camps.

Descendants and survivors reckon with a painful past

Andre Schram, who represented the Dutch families at
the Nagasaki memorial, unveiled in 2015, is the son of
a sailor who was among nearly 1,500 POWs held at
the Fukuoka No. 2 Branch Camp for three years and
forced to work at the Kawanami shipyard.

Many of the prisoners were Dutch service members
captured by the Japanese in Indonesia, transported to
Nagasaki on so-called “hell ships,” kept at two major
camps -— No. 2 and No. 14 —and used as slave labor.

About 150,000 Allied prisoners were held in dozens of
camps across Asia during the war, including 36,000
sent to Japan to make up for labor shortage as Japanese
men were drafted and deployed to battlefields across
Asia, according to the POW Research Network Japan.

There were also prisoners from the United States,
Britain and Australia in Nagasaki. None died from the
atomic blast at the No. 2 Camp, but more than 70
earlier died of malnutrition, overwork and illness.

Andre Schram's father, Johan Willem Schram, returned
to the Netherlands four months after the war ended,
but only near the end of his life did he tell his son about
being treated like a slave. Japanese officials have
apologized multiple times for wartime atrocities, “but
Johan, like many other victims, had doubts about their
sincerity,” his son said.He felt Japan and the
Netherlands treated him and other prisoners of war
with disrespect. He never wanted anything to do with
Japan again,” Andre Schram wrote in “Johan’s Story,”
a booklet about the Netherlands’ colonial rule of the
Dutch East Indies, the war with Japan and the
aftermath, based on his research after his father died in
1993 .Peter Klok said his father, Leendert Klok, also a
Dutch POW at the camp, told him that Japanese
civilians at the shipyard were friendly and helped him
find parts to repair his watch. Military police later beat
him for seeking help. Klok called the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki awful, but said

Japan must reflect on its atrocities.

Zohran Mamdani is set to be sworn in as
mayor as NYC rings in the New Year

Mamdani will take his initial
oath at the former City Hall
subway station in Manhattan.
On Thursday afternoon, he will
he sworn in again, this time by
Bernie Sanders on the steps of

City Hall.

NEW YORK .(Agency)
Zohran Mamdani will become mayor of
New York City as the clock ticks over into
2026 — but the celebrations are set to last
through New Year's Day.The Democrat's
team is planning two separate swearing-in
ceremonies Thursday — a small, private
one with his family in an old subway
station around midnight, followed by a
large event in the afternoon that will
include a public block party outside City
Hall.As a new mayor's term begins
immediately with the new year, it has been

customary for the city's incoming leaders
to hold two events. Outgoing mayor Eric
Adams held his initial swearing-in at
Times Square shortly after the famous ball
drop, while Adams' predecessor, Bill de
Blasio, took his first oath at home in
Brooklyn.

For his part, Mamdani will take his initial
oath at the former City Hall subway station g$
in Manhattan — one of the city's original [&
stops on its subterranean transit system,
known for its tiled arches and vaulted
ceilings.New York Attorney General g
Letitia James, a political ally and notable
foe of US President Donald Trump, will
administer the oath of office.

The old City Hall stop was designed as the
flagship station of the city's first subway
line, but was decommissioned in 1945.
These days, outside of occasional guided
historical tours, locals can usually only
catch a glimpse of it by staying on the 6
train after its last stop downtown when it
turns around to head north.In a statement,
Mamdani's office said the choice to be
sworn in at the station reflected his
"commitment to the working people who

keep our city running every day."
"When Old City Hall Station first opened in
1904 — one of New York's 28 original
subway stations — it was a physical
monument to a city that dared to be both

serve New Yorkers from the building
above," he said.On Thursday afternoon,
Mamdani will be sworn in again, this time
by US Sen. Bernie Sanders, one of his
political heroes, on the steps of City Hall in
a ceremony scheduled to kick off
at 1 p.m. US Rep. Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez, another political
ally, will deliver opening
remarks.Mamdani's transition
formed an inaugural committee
that includes actor John Turturro,
playwright Cole Escola and
writer Colson Whitehead, as well
as advocates, small business
owners and campaign workers
who the incoming mayor's office
says have "provided perspective,
guidance, and cultural
sensibility" for the ceremony.

beautiful and build great things that would 1, public swearing-in will be accompanied
transform working peoples' lives,"

Mamdani said."That ambition need not be
a memory confined only to our past, nor
must it be isolated only to the tunnels
beneath City Hall: it will be the purpose of
the administration fortunate enough to

by a block party along a stretch of
Broadway leading up to City Hall.
Mamdani's office expects thousands of
people to attend and says there will be
performances, music and interfaith
elements.
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Ashes hero Travis Head

makes crucial BBL call ahead
of T20 World Cup 2026

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Superstar Australian cricketer Travis Head has
hinted at missing the ongoing season of the
Big Bash League (BBL) amid concerns over
burnout. The left-handed opener said he
wants to stay fresh for next year’s T20 World
Cup, which begins on February 7, especially
after playing a major role in Australia
retaining the Ashes urn.Describing the
ongoing Ashes battle as emotionally
draining, Head said he needs a break before
what promises to be another demanding
season of cricket next year. The 32-year-old
has already endured a busy home summer,
featuring in the white-ball series against India
before playing a Sheffield Shield match as
preparation for the Ashes. Head has been in
belligerent form in the Ashes, hitting two
decisive hundreds, including the whirlwind
123 in the series opener in Perth. When asked
about turning out for the Adelaide Strikers in
the BBL, Head told News Corp: “Probably
unlikely with the emotional drain of an Ashes
series, and what’s coming up in terms of the
World Cup.The emotional drain of actually
being in an Ashes series and playing is always

tough. So I think it’s important to go into a
World Cup fresh.”Head has not appeared for
the Adelaide Strikers since the 2022-23
season of the Big Bash League.

The star batter has regularly skipped
Australia’s premier domestic T20
competition in recent years to prioritise
international commitments and the Indian
Premier League since returning to the
tournament in 2024. Head has been an
integral member of the SunRisers Hyderabad
setup, forming a devastating opening
partnership with Abhishek Sharma. He
scored 567 runs at a staggering strike rate of
191.59 when SRH reached the final in 2024,
followed by another prolific season in
2025.The BBL, which got underway on
December 14, has once again been without
several of Australia’s leading Test stars due to
the Ashes.

Magnus Carlsen now a 20-time

world champion, ends 2025
with Rapid and Blitz double

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

World No. 1 Magnus Carlsen showcased his
endgame genius once again as he added a
record-extending ninth World Blitz title to
the Rapid gold medal he had won two days
earlier. Carlsen defeated Uzbek GM
Nodirbek Abdusattorov in a hard-fought
final of the World Blitz Championship in
Doha on Tuesday, December 30.

The Norwegian took home a €70,000 prize,
securing his 20th world championship title
overall across all three time controls. The
triumph also marked the fifth time he has
claimed the rare double crown as both the
World Rapid and World Blitz
champion.Carlsen refused to settle for a
draw in the title showdown against the

young Abdusattorov and produced a
stunning, unexpected pawn move in the
fourth game of the clash to seal a 2.5-1.5
victory and extend his reign in Blitz
chess. After the first three games, both
players were locked at 1.5 points apiece. The
victory was all the more sweet and fulfilling
for the Norwegian, who had endured a string
of losses during the qualifying (Swiss
round) and struggled to secure a place in the
knockout semifinals.A draw in Round 19
against Abdusattorov saw both Carlsen, on
13.5 points, and the Uzbek, on 13 points,
clinch the final two semifinal spots on
Tuesday, finishing behind sole leader Arjun
Erigaisi, who topped the standings with 15
points, and American GM Fabiano Caruana,
who followed with 14 points.Carlsen then
went on to defeat Caruana 3—1 to book his
place in the final, while an impeccable
Abdusattorov handed Erigaisi a crushing
2.5-0.5 defeat in the semifinals, as the
Indian settled for a second bronze medal
after finishing third in the Rapid
event.Meanwhile, the two bronze medals
are a remarkable achievement for the 22-
year-old Erigaisi, who will return home
stronger and more resolute from the
experience.

Arsenal end 2025 on top, Man United
stumble against bottom-placed Wolves

Premier League 2025-26: Arsenal
delivered a commanding 4-1 win
against Aston Villa to end 2025 at
the top of the table. Meanwhile,
Manchester United struggled to a 1-
1 draw with bottom-placed Wolves
on Tuesday night.

Liverpool. (Agency)

Arsenal delivered a resounding message in the

Premier League title race on Tuesday night,
demolishing third-placed Aston Villa 4-1 at
the Emirates Stadium to end 2025 firmly at
the top of the table. The Gunners had trailed
Villa in momentum—Villa came into the
game on an ll-match winning run across
competitions—but Arsenal’s performance
turned heads and highlighted their title
credentials.The scoring burst came after a
tight first half: Gabriel Magalhes opened the
scoring early in the second half with a well-

Indian sports in 2025: Handshake rows, stampede

timed finish, before Martin Zubimendi
doubled the lead minutes later, adding
impetus to Arsenal’s charge. Leandro
Trossard’s composed strike made it 3—0, and
substitute Gabriel Jesus added a fourth just
minutes after entering the pitch—a goal that
underlined both Arsenal’s depth and
attacking fluidity. Villa managed a late
consolation through Ollie Watkins, but it was
little more than a footnote to a dominant
evening for the hosts.The significance of the
win goes well beyond the scoreline. Arsenal
extended their lead to five points at the
summit, topping the Premier League as the
calendar year closed—five points clear of
second-placed Manchester City and six
ahead of Villa. Crucially, this result came
against one of the division’s most in-form
sides, signaling not just consistency but the
sort of performance that transforms title
ambition into genuine momentum.For Villa,
the loss halts their streak and sees them slip
further behind a charging Arsenal, but Unai
Emery’s side remain firmly in the hunt for a
top-four finish. Still, the emphatic nature of
Arsenal’s victory will likely resonate across
the title race discussions over the winter

period.While Arsenal were celebrating,
Manchester United endured another
frustrating evening at Old Trafford, drawing
1-1 with bottom-placed Wolverhampton

Wanderers. What should have been a
straightforward home victory instead
quickly became a statistic United will want
to forget, days after a 1-0 win over
Newcastle.The result was particularly
embarrassing given Wolves’ position; the
Midlands side are at rock-bottom of the
Premier League and had managed only a
handful of points all season. That they could
take a point from Old Trafford not only
denied United valuable ground in the race for

S

and controversies that shaped the year

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Sports in India may have had many
memorable highs, but it has also had their
fair share of controversies. Isolated
moments quickly escalated to a year that
had many notable moments defined by
public disputes, administrative lapses and
moments that embarrassed India as a
nation. From international fixtures
clouded by political tensions to domestic
events marred by chaos, sport repeatedly
slipped out of control. These controversies
were no mere social media scandals or
fleeting cycles of outrage; they disrupted
schedules, people’s careers and also raised
uncomfortable questions on how sport is
run in India, where there has always been
passion, but planning or the administrative
side of things tends to have fallen short.

This was the year when the noise around the
game proved louder than the game itself.
Let us take a look at some of the biggest
sporting controversies in India for 2025.

BREAKDOWN OF INDIAN
FOOTBALL

Indian football’s biggest worry in 2025
wasn’t results on the pitch, but whether its

Margins to mainsiream: India women's cricket
team wins Battle of the Sexes in 2025

Dubai. (Agency)

For decades, India has fielded two senior
national cricket teams—Men’s and
Women'’s. Yet, for much of that time, public
attention, media coverage, and
institutional support remained
overwhelmingly skewed toward the
men’s side. The women’s team, despite
consistent performances and
international success, was often
relegated to the margins of public
discourse.Rather than receiving the
recognition they deserved, players from
the women’s team were frequently
subjected to dismissive commentary and
online ridicule. Social media narratives
questioning the relevance of women’s
cricket—along with derogatory labels
that trivialised their
professionalism—became all too common,
undermining both their achievements and
credibility. The contrast in public reaction
was stark. Landmark performances by male
cricketers routinely sparked nationwide
celebration, while equally impactful

premier competition would survive at all.
The future of the Indian Super League, long
projected as the backbone of the sport’s
professional structure, drifted into

uncertainty after its commercial and
ownership framework unravelled. With no

clear bidders, unresolved contracts and
mounting financial strain, the league’s next
season was left without firm timelines or
guarantees.For clubs, the silence was
crippling. Recruitment stalled, preseason
planning froze, and players were left unsure
if they would even have a competition to
prepare for. Administrators offered
reassurances, but clarity never followed.
The instability also exposed how heavily

contributions from leading women
cricketers were met with comparatively
muted acknowledgement. This imbalance
highlighted a deeper issue: the women’s

team was not only competing on the field

but also fighting for visibility and respectin 2025 is the year when women’s cricket in

a sport where they had long proven their
excellence.For years, this disparity defined
the narrative around Indian women’s
cricket. However, 2025 has signalled a
decisive turning point—a moment that

Indian football had come to rely on a single
top-flight product, with little cushioning
beneath it.As weeks passed without
resolution, concern spread beyond
boardrooms. Coaches warned of lost
development time, fans feared regression,
and the national ecosystem began to feel
the strain. In 2025, Indian football
wasn’t battling opponents — it was
battling uncertainty over whether its top
tier could stay uprightat all.
WOMEN’S WORLD CUP MARRED
BY SAFETY CONCERNS
What should have been a routine day
during a global tournament instead
exposed an uncomfortable gap between
hosting prestige and on-ground safety.
During the Women’s World Cup in
Indore, two members of the Australia
women's cricket team were subjected to
harassment while walking near their hotel,
an incident that jolted players, officials and
organisers alike. The brief encounter,
involving a man on a motorcycle, was
enough to trigger an alarm within the
visiting camp and force an immediate
police response.

marks a profound shift in perception,

recognition, and the broader cultural

conversation surrounding the women’s

game.But 2025 has marked a seismic shift.

This year, things changed. India
Women’s Cricket has finally come
into its own. 2025 will go down as the
year that transformed the fortunes of
these incredible athletes. It’s the year
when the players, who once faced
endless mockery, could finally sleep
with the quiet knowledge that their
struggle had been worth it.The
relentless effort, the tough journeys,
and the battles—both on and off the
field—have led them to a place
where they can now proudly call
themselves a force to be reckoned
with.

India was no longer an afterthought. It’s the
year the Indian women’s team could stand
tall, heads held high, and with the word
“respect” finally associated with their
name.

Champions League qualification but also
sparked discontent from supporters, with
boos heard at full time.

United took the lead through Joshua Zirkzee,
whose effort deflected in and gave the
hosts the advantage shortly before the
half-hour mark. But the positivity was
short-lived: Ladislav Krejci headed
Wolves level just before half-time, ending
United’s hopes of a comfortable progress.
In the second half, United dominated
possession and saw a last-gasp effort
ruled out for offside, but could not find a
decisive breakthrough.

United manager Ruben Amorim did not
sugar-coat his assessment of the draw.

Post-match, he pinpointed the team’s lack of

quality and fluidity in attack as key reasons

they failed to put away a team struggling so
massively on paper. Amorim highlighted the
absence of key players—many away at the

Africa Cup of Nations or sidelined through

injury—as contributors to the disjointed

display, but stressed that this should not be
used as an excuse.That is normal, but we
didn't use that excuse against Newcastle. We

are not going to use it today (Dec 30).

Australian great Damien
Martyn in induced
coma, bhattling for life
against Meningitis

NEW DELHI. (Agency)
Harbhajan Singh has thrown his weight
behindFormer Australian cricketer Damien
Martyn is in an induced coma, fighting the life-
threatening disease meningitis. Martyn was
rushed to a hospital in Brisbane in serious
condition after falling ill on December 26.

The 54-year-old is suffering from meningitis, a

disease that causes inflammation of the
membranes surrounding the brain and spinal
cord and can lead to swelling of the brain.

Former Australia wicketkeeper-batter Adam

Gilchrist, a close friend of Martyn, informed
the public on behalf of his family that Martyn is
receiving treatment in a hospital."He is getting
the best of treatment, and (Martyn's partner)
Amanda and his family know that many people
are sending their prayers and best wishes,"
Gilchrist was quoted as saying by
cricket.com.au.Cricket Australia CEO Todd
Greenberg also sent his best wishes for

Martyn's speedy recovery.

"I’'m saddened to hear of Damien's illness. The
best wishes of everyone at Cricket Australia
and in the wider cricket community are with

him at this time," Greenberg said in a
statement.Martyn made his debut in
international cricket during a Test against the
West Indies in Brisbane in 1992, scoring 36 and
15 intwo innings. Over the course of his career,
Martyn became known for his elegant
strokeplay and went on to play 67 Tests and 208
ODIs for Australia.

Martyn's illustrious career
The right-handed batter was a vital part of

Australia’s middle order during their dominant
era from the late 1990s to the 2000s. Martyn
was also part of Australia’s World Cup-winning
campaigns in 1999 and 2003.

He played a key role in the 2003 World Cup

triumph, scoring a vital 88* (84) against India
in the final. He was involved in a massive 234-
run stand with Ricky Ponting (140* off 121
balls) to help Australia post a huge total of
359/2 in their allotted 50 overs.

Atter World Cup snub, Shubman Gill to play
Vijay Hazare Trophy in January: Report

wShubman Gill, Ravindra Jadeja and KL
Rahul will play in the Vijay Hazare
Trophy in January. The trio will leave
their respective teams ahead of the
three-match ODI series against New
Zealand, beginning on January 11.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

India Test and ODI captain Shubman Gill, all-
rounder Ravindra Jadeja and star batter KL
Rahul are all set to play in the Vijay Hazare
Trophy in January. The trio will join their
respective teams ahead of the upcoming
three-match ODI series against New
Zealand, beginning on January
11.According to Cricbuzz, Shubman Gill is
expected to feature in Punjab’s matches on
January 3 and 6 against Sikkim and Goa in
Jaipur. Punjab, grouped with powerhouse
Mumbai in Group C, currently sit fourth with

L

two wins from three games. After playing
two games, Gill will leave his state side to
join the Indian team, which is set to assemble
in Baroda on January 7-8 ahead of the first
ODI against New Zealand.Ravindra Jadeja
has also informed the Saurashtra Cricket
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Association (SCA) that he will play the
January 6 and 8 fixtures against Services and
Gujarat. Saurashtra are playing their league
matches in Alur, Karnataka, and currently
have one win from three games, placing
them sixth in the eight-team group.The

Karnataka State Cricket Association
(KSCA) has not confirmed KL Rahul’s
participation, but he’s likely to play in the
January 3 and 6 games against Tripura and
Rajasthan in Ahmedabad.

Karnataka are second in Group A, maintaining
a 100% win record from three
matches.Several big names have lit up the
ongoing season of the Vijay Hazare Trophy,
as star batters Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli
also fulfilled their mandatory domestic
commitments set by the BCCI.
Wicketkeeper batter Rishabh Pant is also
consistently featuring for Delhi and will play
the entire season for his team.Kohli will
return to play for Delhi for their January 6
fixture against Railways under Pant’s
captaincy. Opening batter Yashasvi Jaiswal
also returned to play for Mumbai for their
fourth fixture against Goa after being
hospitalised with severe stomach cramps
following Mumbai's Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy (SMAT) 2025 match against
Rajasthan.
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30, 2025), and several celebrities have
been visiting the Tirumala temple to seek

blessings from the almighty. Along with
several stars, Sreeleela also visited the
temple, and pictures and videos of her
getting mobbed have gone viral on social
media. The actress, who went to seck

blessings at the Tirumala temple, was
seen surrounded by fans who were trying
to click pictures with her and meet her.
As the videos of the actress

It is Vaikuntha Fkadashi today (December

, Sre EIE 013

urapanent

Gets Mobbed While Visiting Tirumala Temple On
The Occasion Of Vaikuntha Ekadashi

Samantha Ruth Prabhu and Nidhhi A gerwal were
mobbed at different events in Hyderabad.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu mobbed

Samantha Ruth Prabhurecently visited Hyderabad to
fulfil a work commitment when a large number of
people gathered, and chaos broke out. Samantha
Ruth Prabhu was mobbed by the crowd, and in the
clip, she was seen struggling to move and looking
visibly restrained as she made her way to her car.
The clip also showed Samantha’s security

personnel holding her and guiding her through the

getting mobbed went viral on
soclal media, one wrote,
“First ban mobiles near
temples.” “Sreeleela so
sweet (sic),” another §
one commented.
Indian cricketer Swya
Kumar Yadav
(SKY) visited
Tirumala early
in the
morning
on the
auspicio
u ]

Vaikunt
ha Ekadashi.
The video of
him visiting
the temple
with his wife
has also circulated on
social media, with several
people trying to click him
visiting the holy
place.Several actors have
been mobbed in recent
times as they stepped out
to attend various
launches and other
events. Recently,

Low-Key Rome

ctor couple Rashmika Mandanna and Vijay

Deverakonda are spending the last days of

the year in Rome, and fans are loving the
small, personal moments they have shared from
the trip. Rashmika posted a mix of photos and
videos from the vacation, giving a peek into quiet
celebrations, candle prayers, and time spent with
close friends.

While riost of the posts showed Rashmika enjoying
the city, a few subtle clips featuring Vijay quickly
caught attention online. Fans zoomed in on these
moments, especially one where Rashmika fed
Vijay dessert before tasting it
herself. The gesture may have | “al
been simple, but it sparked a | 1
flood ef reactions across social %
media.

A Sweet Moment That Fans 3
Can’t Stop Talking
AboutOne short video showed
Rashmika holding a spoonful
of dessert and feeding it to
Vijay before taking a bite.
Though Vijay’s face was not
clearly visible, fans instantly recognised
him. Another clip showed the couple standing
together with candles, praying quietly. Only
Vijay's hand was visible, but the moment felt
intirmate and calm.

Fans quickly shared these clips on X (formerly
Twitter} and Instagram. A fan reposted the dessert
video and wrote, “First bite for Vijay. Second, her
just wife things." Another user combined their
names and called her “Rashmika Vijay
Devarkonda."A fan simply called her ‘wifey,’

occaslio \
n of ¥

crowd.

Nidhhi Agerwal was mobbed after anevent

Nidhhi Agerwal was mobbed at a fan event for her
upcoming film The Raja Saab. Police at the
Kukatpally Housing Board (KPHB) have
registered a suo motu case against Lulu Mall
management and the organisers of a promotional
event after actor Nidhhi Agerwal was mobbed by
fans during a song launch.

KPHB Inspector S. Rajashekar Reddy confirmed
that the organisers had not sought prior permission
to hold the programme. “A case is being registered
against the mall management and the event
organisers for holding the programme without
permission,” he said.

Rashmika Mandanna’s

Vacation Is

Internet’'s New Favourite

while another wrote, “I love you, Rashmika and
Vijay Deverakonda, app dono ek sath bahut acche
lagte hai (you both are so good together}."”

Candle Prayer Clip Draws Playful Reactions
The video where Rashmika and Vijay prayed

together also made waves online. Fans reposted it
with short captions like, “Them.” A person joked,
“Tanani pray cheyyani anna (Let her pray
brother}," pointing out how Vijay kept moving
slightly during the moment.An Instagram user
commented, “Vijay dever konda ke sath ho
(You're with Vijay Deverakonda}." Some photos
from the trip also
included Vijay’'s
brother, Anand
Deverakenda, who
joined the group during
the Rome vacation.
How Their Love Story
Began
Rashmika Mandanna and
Vijay Deverakonda first
worked together in the
2018 hit film Geetha
Govindam, followed by Dear Corrade in 2019,
Before this relationship, Rashmika was engaged
to Kannada actor Rakshit Shetty, while Vijay was
linked to a Belgian national named Virgine.

Rumours about Rashmika and Vijay dating began

around 2020. Fans often noticed them posting solo
pictures from the same locations, whether at home
or while travelling. In 2024, both dropped subtle
hints about their relationship without directly
naming each other.In October 2023, the couple got
engaged ina private ceremony attended.

.2

Kartik Aaryan Reveals He Has
Never Fallen In Love Even Once,
~ Ananya Panday Is Surpriged

d

artik Aaryan and AnanyaPanday are currently
seen in Tu Meri Main Tera Main Tera Tu Meri.
The film is getting a positive response and is
also doing well at the box office. To promote it
further, the actors will appear on the latest episode of
The Great Indian Kapil Show Season 4. Makers
shared a promo where Kartik was seen making
confessions about his love life, which left Ananya
Panday shocked.In the leaked promo, Archana Puran
Singh says Kartik’s dialogues in the trailer, ‘ The first
girl I say Ilove you to, will be the last girl [ will say I
love you’, and asks if that is also Kartik’s mantra.
Responding to her, Kartik says, “I don’t say I Love
You, when the first one happens, I will say it."
Reacting to this, a surprised Ananya Panday asks,
“Toh ab tak nahi hua hai?" Kartik only smiles in
response. It is worth mentioning here that both actors
were rumoured to be dating in the past. However,
they never confirmed.
Tu Meri Main Tera Main Tera Tu Meri Day 5 Box
Office
According to Sacnilk.com, the film eammed just over Rs
1.75 crore on Day 5, indicating weak weekday
momentum after a modest opening weekend.
Released in theatres on December 23, the film has
failed to build strong word-of-mouth, which is now
reflecting in its declining footfalls across cinema
halls in India. As per early estimates, the film opened
with Rs 7.75 crore on Day 1, followed by Rs 5.25
crore on Day 2. On Day 3, the Kartik Aaryan starrer
collected Rs 5.5 crore, while Day 4 saw a slight dip
with earnings of Rs 5 crore. However, the real test
came on Day 5, its first Monday, when the film
recorded a sharp fall and managed to collect only Rs
1.75 crore nettin India.
About Ta Meri Main TeraMain Tera Tu Meri
Tu Meri Main Tera Main Tera Tu Meri marks the
reunion of Kartik Aarvan and Ananya Panday after
their 2019 film Pati Patni Aur Woh. The film also
features veteran actors Jackie Shroff and Neena
Gupta in pivotal supportingroles.

Nimrat Kaur Drops ‘Unseen,

Unserious And Unfiltered’ Reel To
Wrap Up 2025

Kaur. She kicked things off with Skyforce,
dazzled us mid-year with Kull, and wrapped
itallup in style with The Family Man Season 3.

But it wasn’t all work for The Lunchbox actress.
Her latest Instagram post shows that Nimrat also
found plenty of time for fun, giving fans a
glimpse of the memorable moments that made
2025 truly unforgettable.

Nimrat Kaur Looks Back At A Fun-Filled 2025

Nimrat shared a goofy reel that was basically a
compilation of all the fun moments of 2025. It
featured videos of her goofing around, getting a
haircut, grooving to music, and enjoying
massages. One clip even showed her grooving
while taking a bite of dosa and idli, revealing the
true foodie that she is.The reel also gave some
behind-the-scenes glimpses from her projects
Kull, Family Man Season 3, and Skyforce.

Plus, it showcased some of her standout fashion
locks of the year as well. The reel ended with
Nimrat gliding away on asnowmaobile ina snowy
landscape, with the text: “Rolling into 2026 like
this"Her caption on the reel read, “Some unseen,
mostly unserious, all unfiltered moments of the
year gone by!" She added, “First quarter of the
21st century done (somewhat) right...bring on
the next.”Mona Singh commented on Nimrat’s
reel and wrote, “Oyee love it oye ove.”

The reel also received enthusiastic reactions from
users, with one commenting, “Oye kyabaathai,"
while another added, “Yummy for many
reasons." Compliments kept pouring in, as auser
remarked, “You are such a beaunty," and another
described her reel as “Masti Ki Paathshala.” One
user shared positive wishes, writing, “Here’stoa
phenomenal 2026." while another expressed
affection by saying, “Love youma’am, god bless
you."

Nimrat’s Spiritual Last Monday Of2025

Nimrat shared a video on her Instagram on the last
Monday of 2025, offering a glimpse of her visit
to the Shankaracharya temple. In the caption, she
expressed gratitude for the blessings of the year
gone by and noted that, as it was the final
Monday of 2025, she wanted to mark the
moment by sharing her temple visit.She also
wished that the divine protection and energy of
Shiva would carry everyone forward with love
andlight into the coming year.

2 025 has been a whirlwind year for Nimrat
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