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The case for

consensus politics
in 2026

After more than a quarter century of confrontational
politics, the deteriorating security and economic
environment around India calls for more
consensual politics. When external challenges to
India pose serious threats, it is important to close
ranks internally. More so when internal political,
economic and social challenges are also
multiplying.The BJP has had two terms of
majority rule, and even this time, despite being
reduced to 240 seats from 303 in the 2024 General
Election, it has re-consolidated political power by
winning many Assembly elections after June
2024. However, it has not moved significantly
towards building consensus on crucial issues.
2026 is the ideal year in which to begin this process
as most of the state Assembly elections due this
year — Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal — will not have a significant impact on its
predominance.Internally, we face huge economic
and political challenges. They include the coming
Census and delimitation of parliamentary
constituencies, the need to reduce communal
antagonisms, legislating economic reforms
(especially in agriculture) to speed up growth with
jobs, ensuring a fairer distribution of tax and other
resources between rich and poor states and
dousing down regional, linguistic and other
animosities.The rise and rise of the BJP, first with
the Vajpayee-led coalition, and since 2014, under
Narendra Modi, is making political consensus
harder as parties seeking to regain relevance feel
compelled to oppose everything the government
does.The fact that Parliament seldom functions in
a democratic manner, with the government
repeatedly having to push through important
legislation without much discussion, is indicative
of fraying political tempers and increasing
confrontations over everything. This cannot be
good for the country against the backdrop of the
challenges we face externally and internally, both
economically and geopolitically.In its third term,
the BJP has occasionally tried to use a bit more of
consensus — we have seen some contentious Bills
(like Waqf Amendments, for example) being sent
to joint parliamentary panels — but its decisive
victories in Haryana, Maharashtra, Delhi and
Bihar now give it less reason to build consensus on
contentious issues. More so since the NDA’s
position in the Rajya Sabha is more favourable to
the government than before.

However, this would be short-sighted on the part of
the BJP. It does not mean everything has to be done
by consensus — the Budget and some economic
policies, for example, can be exceptions — but in
most other cases, the government should seek as
wide a consensus as possible so that there is less
internal heartburn. An internal consensus is not
going to be easy when caste- and community-
based polarisations are a reality, with the
minorities broadly backing opposition parties and
significant chunks of Hindus shifting towards the
BJP after 2014. But this is precisely why the BJP
has to look beyond mere electoral gains.

It has to begin discussions with major opposition
parties on everything — from electoral and
economic reforms to delimitation of
constituencies and sharing of resources between
the Centre, states and local bodies. The last is
particularly important as our cities, which ought to
be drivers of growth and jobs, are poorly governed

and disempowered. Air and water quality, garbage i employer-employee ambit — have become
management and traffic congestion are only some integral to urban convenience. With over 12.7
of the problems cities are yet to find effective million such workers in India today — the

solutions to. This happens because state-level
politicians use urban wealth to accumulate
personal riches and build up electoral muscle,
starving cities of resources for effective
governance. These are not problems that can be
solved only through finance commission
devolutions, which, anyway, tend to be influenced
by Union government priorities.

The strike by a section of gig workers on New
Year’s Eve may not have caused major
disruptions across the country, but it has done
enough to turn the spotlight on their key
demands — better payouts and improved
working conditions. The contrast could not
have been starker: leading food delivery
aggregators recorded a massive surge in orders
on December 31, even as exhausted bikers aired
their myriad grievances. Gig workers — those
who make a living outside the traditional

number is projected to reach 23.5 million by
2030 — the sector is no longer peripheral. Yet,
for many delivery partners, the promise of
flexibility has been eclipsed by falling payouts,
algorithmic penalties, long working hours and
the constant pressure of speed-driven models
like 10-minute deliveries.The muted impact of the strike

Reforms must go the distance

Onus on the govt to prioritise deregulation so that the high growth path is sustained

It’s time to ring in everything new. This is true of the

economy too. The masses are hoping for a better life that
goes beyond the basics of food, shelter and clothing.
Viksit Bharat — a developed economy — is now the
dream of large swathes of a population that seeks ease of
living. The prospect of achieving it is brighter than ever
right now, given that economic growth has been rising
more rapidly than predicted in the past year. The 7.4, 7.8
and 8.2 per cent growth rates recorded successively in
the first three quarters of the calendar year give rise to
optimism that a higher growth path is now on the
horizon.Yet, the outlook for this year is not uniformly
positive. Much will depend on the trajectory of
geopolitical tensions as well as the fate of bilateral trade
pacts being negotiated with the US
and the European Union (EU).As far
as the Russia-Ukraine war is
concerned, there is a glimmer of
hope for a peaceful resolution to the
conflict. However, numerous
stakeholders have to agree on the
terms and conditions before
concrete progress can be made. This
includes not just the principal
players — Ukraine and Russia —
but also the US, which is seeking to
broker a truce, as well as European
nations such as the UK, France and
Germany. In case these efforts
succeed, life will be easier for a
country like India which continues
to import Russian oil despite
punitive American tariffs.Even
without peace on this front,
considerable strain on the economy
will be eased by finalising trade
agreements with the US and the EU.
The volume of bilateral trade
annually is roughly at the same level
with both entities — about $132
billion (India-US) and $136 billion
(India-EU). The difference is that
US tariffs have been hiked to a mind-
boggling 50 per cent by President Donald Trump,
ostensibly on account of India’s oil purchases from
Russia. While the negotiations are still underway, latest
trade data has shown a surprising surge in exports to the
US. These were projected to decline after the tariff blow.
Instead, exports to the US market rose by over 22 per
cent in November, while overall exports also recorded a
15 per cent spurt. In other words, efforts to diversify
export markets have succeeded more quickly than

expected, especially in areas where North America has
been viewed as a focal market.Exports of gems and
jewellery goods, for instance, have risen by 28 per cent
during the same month, according to Commerce
Ministry data. This means that concerns over
widespread job losses in this labour-intensive sector can
be laid torest.

At the same time, it cannot be denied that the speedy

conclusion of the India-US trade pact will bring relief to
several export industries that rely on supply to the
world’s biggest market. Europe is an equally significant
destination, but non-tariff barriers — especially
environment-linked regulations — could affect the pace
of export growth. It is time, however, for the EU to

recognise that its drive to deepen relations with India is
dependent on greater flexibility on the trade front. It
must draw a lesson from the UK, which wrapped up a
mutually advantageous trade deal by looking at the
larger picture rather than retaining a rigid stance.

The outlook on trade is inextricably linked to the rupee,

which is now at its lowest level against the dollar.
Contrary to worries being voiced over this issue, the
rapid currency depreciation has come as a shot in the arm

Gig workers

Their demands need serious consideration

reveals a harsh truth: the gig economy is now so deeply
embedded in daily life that platforms can often ride out

The ethics of attention on ordinary lives

Perfect Family and The Great Shamsuddin Family remind us that in an age saturated with noise, the most radical act may be to look closely at what lies in front. As the

for exporters at a time of declining competitiveness in
global markets due to tariff and non-tariff barriers. The
precipitous fall of the rupee over the past year will
definitely raise the cost of imports, but the current
account deficit has been contained at 1.3 per cent of the
GDP compared to 2.2 per cent a year ago. The positives of
a declining rupee clearly remain greater than the
negatives.China has shown the way in boosting
competitiveness of its exports by currency depreciation
over the years. Thus, a sanguine approach should be taken
to any further fall of the rupee in 2026. The Reserve Bank
of India needs to ensure that the fall is not too rapid and
should avoid drastic measures to prop up the
currency.The rupee depreciation has been accompanied
= by a flight of foreign capital from the
stock markets. Net selling by foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) is reported to
have been the highest in a calendar year.
In contrast, domestic investors have
taken up the slack, ensuring that stock
markets have been more reflective of the
actual state of the economy. Despite the
sell-off of FPIs in response to better
valuations elsewhere, the economy has
been going through a Goldilocks period
with multiple elements supporting
higher growth.A significant aspect has
been the control on inflation while global
crude oil prices have remained soft,
ensuring that the import bill is kept in
check. Revenue collections have
continued to mount, even as both exports
and industrial growth are showing an
uptick.There is every reason to believe
that these trends will continue in 2026.
The doom and gloom scenario that was
prevalent after Trump’s imposition of
punitive tariffs has been replaced by the
recognition of enhanced resilience in the
economy in recent times. This has been
aided by the reforms in the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) that prompted a
spurt in consumption during the festival
season. The hope that this would spark a virtuous cycle of
investments has grown deeper with industrial production
rising in November to the highest level in two years.

The economy has thus moved into the new year with the

expectation that the momentum of the past 12 months is
likely to continue at the same pace. It is now for the
government to use this environment to push through
much-needed reforms in terms of deregulation so that the
high growth path is sustained.

worker protests with incentives and surge pay.
However, workers’ claims — earning Rs 700-800
after 14-hour workdays, being denied insurance
after accidents — point to structural flaws that
incentives alone cannot fix.

This is where the recent labour reforms assume
critical importance. For the first time, gig and
platform workers have been formally defined
under the law. Mandatory contributions of 1-2%
of aggregator turnover to a social security fund
and Aadhaar-linked universal account numbers
signal an overdue shift towards legal recognition.
However, implementation will determine
whether these reforms become transformative or
merely symbolic. Notably, MPs such as Raghav
Chadha and Manoj Kumar Jha have flagged the
exploitation of gig workers. India’s gig economy
has shown its prowess to generate jobs. Its
success should ultimately be measured not just in
terms of the minutes saved, but also the gains

shared and jobs as well as lives made less insecure.

dramas refuse to provide redemption or spectacle, the viewer is forced to recognise social realities

Cinema is a medium made for spectacular, extraordinary
and even grotesque narratives. In contrast, what is
striking about Perfect Family, a web series produced by
Pankaj Tripathi, and Anusha Rizvi’s film The Great
Shamsuddin Family is that they turn their gaze towards a
realm often neglected in cinema—the uncelebrated
ordinariness of everyday lives, marked by pain,
endurance and muted anguish.

In foregrounding this ordinariness, both these works
compel us to train our attention to images we tend to
unsee and glaze over. In depicting conflict and suffering
without theatrical escalation, these works unsettle us
with issues we are deeply familiar with. These narratives
mirror a social reality we do not always acknowledge,
making us realise beautifully how the ordinary, when
honestly rendered, can be profoundly disturbing.

Perfect Family exemplifies this aesthetic and ethical
choice. Whatever Tripathi’s characters lack in overt
theatrical intensity, he allows them to compensate for by
showing the rhythms of a life shaped by small
accommodations, unspoken contestations and daily
negotiations. Gestures and even silences acquire
meaning as much as the words uttered. Witnessing the
emotional economy of a family that appears functional,
even content, one realises that the missed conversations,
deferred desires, fragile compromises have quietly
fractured it. I was impressed that the revelations in the
series were not dramatic, yet the ‘perfection’ of the
family is exposed as a social performance sustained
through denial. We often mistake endurance for genuine
harmony.Anusha Rizvi’s The Great Shamsuddin Family
operates through a similar trope, though its political
implications are more explicit. The members of the
Shamsuddin family are neither heroic victims nor
symbolic constructs designed to elicit easy empathy.

The images these works present are uncomfortably

They are ordinary, but in the most unsettling sense. I
found it unsettling because they endure, adapt and persist
without the promise of transformation. Their lives unfold
within systems that constrain choice while demanding
compliance. Surviving is shown to require a form of
labour even when no path towards liberation might
be available. What binds these two works is their
refusal to aestheticise suffering or romanticise
resilience. Their narratives dwell in a moral grey
zone where dignity is negotiated daily. Even ethical
clarity is compromised by necessity. The viewer is
denied the comfort of catharsis and, as a result, these
works compel a more honest engagement with social
reality experienced intimately. We are not allowed to
leave reassured by redemption or uplifted by
spectacle; we are burdened by recognition.

close to home. They mirror lives that resemble our
own or those we witness daily without realising.
Cramped living rooms, hesitant conversations,
humiliation endured are shown as structural features
of our society organised around inequality and
silence. As the audience, we are called to confront
our own complicity in normalising this unequal and
unjust order. The discomfort these works generate is the
source of their moral force.In this sense, both works
challenge what may be called the politics of visibility in
contemporary cinema. Visibility is often mistaken for
representation, but representation itself can become
another form of erasure when it relies on spectacle or
over-simplified exposure. Rizvi and Tripathi seem to be
rooting for sustained attention and to be able to resist the
impulse to categorise characters neatly as victims or
villains. This resistance makes these works significant
because they come at a time when films rarely provide an

ethical compass in our society, which is paradoxically
reeling from deepening polarisation while it’s
dangerously fatigued by itI also notice that both
narratives unfold slowly, refusing the accelerated pacing

that dominates films these days. The slow pacing
mirrored the lived temporality of waiting—for work,
recognition, relief, or change that may perhaps never
arrive. This is perhaps what allowed for giving
importance to lives that are otherwise dismissed as
uneventful, unproductive or inconsequential.From an
analytical perspective, these works can be read through
the lens of everyday life theory, according to which the
quotidian is a site where power is both reproduced and
subtly contested. The ordinary, far from being apolitical,
is where social norms are internalised, negotiated and

sometimes resisted. In The Great Shamsuddin Family,
moments of domestic routine reveal the pressures of
communal identity, surveillance and economic precarity.
In Perfect Family, rituals of middle-class respectability
expose the emotional costs of conformity and
repression. These ethically-charged
negotiations are, of course, a more accurate
depiction of lived realities than moments of
dramatic rupture that stories tend to be about.
After watching these works, what lingered was a
bit of ache, not some striking image or a line of
dialogue. It was the ache of seeing lives
reduced to footnotes in national narratives of
progress and pride. It was the ache of realising
how easily ordinariness becomes a justification
for neglect.Ultimately, Perfect Family and The
Great Shamsuddin Family remind us that in an
age saturated with noise and spectacle, the
most radical act may be to look steadily at what
lies before us with full attention. They insist
that dignity does not always announce itself,
and that injustice often resides not in dramatic
cruelty but in routine indifference. In doing so,
they reclaim cinema’s ethical vocation, which
is not merely to entertain or provoke, but to bear witness
and to lead to contemplation.These works do not ask us
to pity their characters; they ask us to consider whether
we see our own reflection in their lives. Recognition,
unlike sympathy, demands both empathy and
accountability. To see these lives clearly is to accept that
the ordinary is not outside politics; it is where politics
lives most intimately. Rizvi and Tripathi have done a
great service by disrupting our habits of seeing,
reminding us that what we choose not to acknowledge
often defines who we are.
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FPIs pull out 7,608 crore
from Indian equities in just 2
days of Jan

New Delhi.(Agency)
Foreign portfolio investors have started 2026 on a
cautious note, extending their selling streak from last
year by withdrawing Rs 7,608 crore ($846 million)
from Indian equities in the first two trading sessions
of January.The withdrawal of funds followed the
largest outflow of ?1.66 trillion ($18.9 billion)
recorded in 2025, triggered by volatile currency
movements, global trade tensions and concerns over
potential US tariffs, and stretched market valuations.

This sustained selling pressure by foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) has significantly contributed to the
nearly 5 per cent depreciation of the rupee against the
dollar during 2025.However, market experts believe
the tide could turn in 2026.

VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Investments, said the year is likely to witness
a shift in FPI strategy, as improving domestic
fundamentals may start attracting net foreign
inflows.A robust GDP growth and the prospects of a
recovery in corporate earnings bode well for positive
FPI flows in the coming months, he added.

Echoing similar views, Vagarjaved Khan, Senior
Fundamental Analyst at Angel One, said
normalisation in India-US trade relations, a benign
global interest rate environment and stability in the
USD-INR pair could create a favourable backdrop
for foreign investors.He noted that equity valuations
have become relatively comforting compared to last
year, which could further support a revival in
inflows.Despite these positive expectations, FPIs
have begun 2026 on a cautious note, and according to
data from NSDL, they pulled out nearly Rs 7,608
crore from Indian equities between January 1 and 2.

This trend is not unusual, as foreign investors have
historically remained guarded in January, having
withdrawn funds in eight out of the past ten years,
Khan said.Consequently, FPI flows are likely to
remain highly sensitive to global cues and
macroeconomic developments. While high
valuations were a key concern over the past year, that
pressure appears to have eased for now, offering
some room for optimism going ahead, he added.

Macroeconomic data, Fll
trading activity likely to
drive markets this week

New Delhi.(Agency)

Macroeconomic data announcements, global trends
and trading activity of foreign investors would be
major driving factors for market movement this
week, analysts said.Unabated capital infusion by
domestic institutional investors have supported the
positive trend in the stock market last week, traders
said."This week is expected to be data-heavy, both
domestically and globally, as markets enter the early
phase of the earnings season. In India, investors will
track the final readings of the HSBC Services PMI
(Purchasing Managers' Index) and Composite PMI.
Globally, key US macro data and releases from
China will be closely watched for signals on growth,
demand, and inflation trends," Ajit Mishra -- SVP,
Research, Religare Broking Ltd -- said.

Last week, the BSE benchmark jumped 720.56 points,
or 0.84 per cent, and the NSE Nifty climbed 286.25
points, or 1.09 per cent. The 50-share Nifty hit its all-
time peak of 26,340 on Friday."Market's focus is set
to shift toward the Q3 earnings season, with traders
likely to build positions selectively ahead of results
from key index heavyweights. Domestically,
Services and Composite PMI data will provide
further insights into business momentum and
employment trends...," Ponmudi R, CEO -- Enrich
Money, an online trading and wealth tech firm,
said.Globally, attention will remain on US non-farm
payrolls and unemployment data, which could shape
expectations around the Federal Reserve's rate path
and overall risk appetite, he said.

SUV demand holds steady in
used market despite GST-led
price cuts

Mumbai.(Agency)

Despite small cars becoming affordable under the
revised GST regime, India’s used-car market
continues to tilt decisively towards SUVs, which are
clocking faster inventory turnover and holding on to
stronger residual values than hatchbacks, according
to industry executives. Data from used-car platforms
suggest that buyer preferences have remained
broadly stable post-GST, with SUVs retaining their
dominance even as price adjustments played out
across segments. While hatchbacks saw a
moderation of about 21 per cent following pricing
changes, SUVs recorded a sharper adjustment of
around 29 per cent but managed to preserve demand
more effectively. “Buyer preference continues to
favour larger vehicles, reflecting the importance
placed on space, comfort and road presence,” said
Abhishek Patodia, President— Used Cars at CarWale,
adding that SUVs continue to move faster in the
secondary market despite higher ticket sizes.
Executives point out that SUVs offer a blend of
aspiration and practicality that resonates strongly
with used-car buyers. Many vehicles entering the
resale pool are relatively new and well-equipped,
allowing customers to access premium features at
attractive prices. This has helped SUVs and premium
sedans maintain stronger residual values, while
hatchbacks have needed steeper pricing adjustments
to sustain transaction momentum. “SUVs continue to
witness faster inventory turnover and stronger
residual values, reflecting sustained buyer
confidence even at higher price levels,” Patodia
added.Pricing dynamics also vary by geography. As
per CarWale’s data, the top 30 cities have seen price
adjustments of roughly 28 per cent, compared with
about 17 per cent in smaller markets, driven largely
by differences in demand composition rather than
structural shifts.

Global markets are set to begin the first

Inside the gig economy: The real
cost of your 10-minute deliveries

New Delhi.(Agency)

On New Year’s Eve, as cities lit up and

orders surged, India’s gig economy found
itself at the centre of a public
confrontation. Delivery partners across
platforms called for protests over pay,
safety, and working conditions, even as
quick-commerce and food delivery apps
raced to meet peak demand.For
consumers, the debate briefly interrupted
the promise of 10-minute groceries and
late-night meals. For workers, it reopened
a deeper question: what does convenience
really cost, and who bears it?The
flashpoint came as delivery partners
associated with quick commerce
platforms such as Blinkit, Instamart, and
Zepto raised concerns over falling
incentives, algorithmic pressure, and road
safety.Worker groups argued that ultra-
fast delivery timelines incentivise risk-
taking, while the absence of guaranteed
wages or job security leaves riders
exposed to sudden loss of income through
account deactivations.

OTHER SIDE OF THE STORY

The protests were countered by a strong

poor.

defence from Deepinder Goyal, founder “The doorbell is not the problem,” he wrote.
“The question is what we do after opening
the door.”

and CEO of Eternal, the parent company
of Zomato and Blinkit. In a series of posts

Government estimates cited in labour
ministry documents and policy reports
suggest India has over nearly 80 lakh gig
and platform workers, a number expected

on X, Goyal said operations on
New Year’s Eve were unaffected
by strike calls, with more than 4.5
lakh delivery partners completing
over 75 lakh orders for 63 lakh
customers—an all-time high.

He credited support from local law
enforcement for keeping
operations running and said no

additional incentives were offered |

beyond what is typically seen on |
New Year’s Eve.More broadly,
Goyal rejected the idea that the gig
economy 1is inherently
exploitative, arguing that banning
or over-regulating platform work
would erase livelihoods rather than
fix inequality.

According to Goyal, the discomfort
around gig work stems from

visibility. The gig economy, he argued, GIGECONOMY DILEMMA

has forced a direct confrontation between India’s gig economy has expanded far faster
the consuming class and the working

Venezuela Crisis May Drive Safe-
Haven Demand For Gold, Silver

Investor focus has shifted
sharply to safe-haven assets
like gold and silver, while oil
prices are expected to move
higher amid fears of supply

New Delhi.(Agency)

full trading week of 2026 on edge after
a major geopolitical shock involving
Venezuela, a country with the world’s
largest oil reserves. Investor focus has
shifted sharply to safe-haven assets
like gold and silver, while oil prices are
expected to move higher amid fears of
supply disruptionsMarkets turned
cautious after US forces captured
Venezuelan President Nicolds Maduro
and his wife during a military operation
over the weekend.The US has charged
them with drug trafficking, escalating
tensions in an already fragile region.
The development is being seen as a
major geopolitical event that could

unsettle energy markets and increase
demand for safe assets at the start of the
year.Gold began 2026 on a strong note,
rising over 1 percent to trade near USD

4,370 per ounce, supported by
geopolitical risks and expectations that
US interest rates may ease later this
year.Silver also gained more than 2 per
cent, moving close to USD 73 per
ounce, helped by dollar softness,
supply deficits and rising industrial
demand.However, on a weekly basis,
both metals saw profit booking after
last year’s sharp rally. COMEX gold
slipped nearly 5 per cent, while silver
dropped over 8 percent as higher
margin requirements forced some
traders to cut positions.In the domestic

market, MCX Gold futures saw a sharp
fall at the start of the week, marking
their steepest single-day decline in two
months.Since then, prices have moved
in a narrow range. Analysts say gold
may recover if prices hold above
key support levels, but a sustained
fall below these levels could trigger
further correction.Oil prices also
opened the year on a positive note,
with WTI crude ending the week
near USD 57.3 per barrel. Oil had a
tough 2025, falling nearly 20 per
cent due to oversupply
concerns.However, rising tensions
involving Venezuela and renewed
Russia—Ukraine strikes on energy
infrastructure have increased the risk
premium.Markets are now watching
the upcoming OPEC+ meeting on
January 4, where the group is widely
expected to maintain its pause on
additional supply increases.Base
metals showed strength at the start of
the year, extending their year-end
momentum. Copper prices moved
closer to record highs, while
aluminium crossed USD 3,000 per
tonne for the first time since 2022.
Strong demand on Asian exchanges
helped support prices globally.

Aravallis, a new turn in the ecology hattle

New Delhi.(Agency)

There are some twists in the legal battle to

save the Aravalli Hills. In a surprise
development, on 20 November, the
Supreme Court accepted a special
committee’s definition that only hills
above a 100-meter elevation above the
surrounding land would be recognized
as protected ‘hills’.Following an outcry
from the scientist community and
grassroot movements, a vacation bench
of the apex court, on 29 December, last
year, paused its own judgement and
said the issue warranted re-
examination.By and large, the higher
courts, especially the Supreme Court,
have been consistent sentinels against
ecological degradation. The 20
November judgment marks a change in
that approach when a bench led by the
former Chief Justice of India BR Gavai
signaled mining and infrastructure
development would take precedence
over environmental defenses.The flip
side has been greater citizen activism,
especially from urban areas; something
the government had not bargained for.

When pausing the November
judgment, Chief Justice Surya Kant
mentioned public dissent as one of the
factors that had nudged the court into
staying its earlier judgment.

The stakes are highThe possible

destruction of the Aravalli Range is a
big deal. It is one of the oldest mountain
systems, stretching through 800
kilometers covering the 4 states of
Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan and Gujarat.
For eons it has formed a crucial
ecological barrier separating the arid
sands of the Thar Desert from the fertile
plains in the south. As an acquifier it has
prevented desertification while
creating a vast green lung for the region.

For an old mountain system that has low

peaks, the 100-meter height definition
was a clever death sentence. The
government’s own Forest Survey of
India (FSI) report has noted that of the
12,081 documented Aravalli hills of
heights measuring 20 meters or more,
only 1,048, or just 8.7% exceed 100
meters.Another survey by the Ashoka
Trust for Research in Ecology and the

Environment (ATREE), says more than
70 per cent of Rajasthan’s current
Aravallis — covering 18,092 villages
and spanning 83,380 square kilometres
— are likely to be delisted under the
new notification. In the case of Gujarat
and Haryana, 82% of the hills risk
denotification, while Delhi may lose its
entire Aravalli buffer.The rolling back
of the protection the Aravalli Hills,
enjoyed under the old Environment
Protection Act and other state
legislation, isn’t an isolated
aberration.The government had set
their eyes on the mining deposits in the
region particularly atomic minerals
such as uranium and thorium, as well as
rare earth elements such as tantalum
and tungsten.The Union government
has recently in January 2025 launched
the National Critical Mineral Mission
aimed at developing “sustainable,
resilient and self-reliant” mineral
supply chains. No doubt, this is of
economic importance. However, as the
definition and the future of the Aravalli
Hills goes back for re-examination.

than the laws meant to regulate it.

to rise sharply as food delivery,
ride-hailing, and quick-
commerce platforms continue
to scale.By the end of this
decade, gig workers are
projected to form a sizeable
share of India’s non-
agricultural workforce.

ANITI Aayog study on platform
work has highlighted the high
income volatility faced by gig
workers. While gross monthly
earnings can appear stable
during peak demand periods,
net incomes fluctuate
significantly once fuel costs,
vehicle rentals, downtime and
frequent changes in incentive
structures are factored in.The
report warned that the absence

of guaranteed wages or predictable

working hours makes gig work especially
vulnerable to economic shocks.

Devyani, Saphhire merger:
A recipe for growth

New Delhi.(Agency)

The merger of two leading brands -- Sapphire Foods
India Ltd (SFIL) and Devyani International Ltd
(DIL) - is all set to create a fast-food giant with
more than 3,000 stores, a consolidated turnover of
more than Rs 7,800 crore and operations in
markets such as India, Nigeria, Nepal, Thailand
and Sri Lanka. Besides retailing the American
multinational fast-food corporation Yum! Brands’
offerings such as KFC, Pizza Hut and Taco Bell,
the merged entity will also hold licenses for other
global QSR brands, including Costa Coffee, Tea
Live, New York Fries, and Sanook Kitchen, in
their respective markets.

Sapphire will merge with Devyani, consolidating
the Indian franchise operations of Yum! Brands-
owned chains under one listed entity. As part of the
deal, DIL will issue 177 shares for every 100
shares held in SFIL. Once the merger is complete,
Sapphire shareholders will cease to hold SFIL
shares and will instead receive Devyani
International shares in the specified swap ratio.

Rationale for merger

The merger between two large players is happening
at a time when QSR chains in India are witnessing
sluggish growth, lower margins, and almost flat
demand growth as consumers are holding on to
discretionary spending. QSR sales are down also
due to intense competition (cloud kitchens, food
delivery apps like Zomato/Swiggy) and evolving
consumer tastes. This has led to softer demand
and fragmented market share, with companies
resorting to discounts to maintain volumes which
in turn is impacting profitability.

From McDonald’s, Burger King, Pizza Hut to KFC,
same-store sales are declining and footfalls are
falling. Sapphire Foods and Devyani
International's recent quarterly earnings numbers
also indicate a growing concern. DIL slipped into
the red in the September quarter (Q2FY26),
posting a net loss of Rs 21.8 crore, compared with
a marginal profit of Rs 0.02 crore in the same
period last year. The company’s expansion also
slowed as it added only 39 net new stores during
the quarter, taking the total store count to 2,184 at
the end of September 2025. The Average Daily
Sales (ADS) for Devyani stood at Rs 94,000 per
store in March 2025, down from Rs 105,000 per
store a year ago, translating into a 6.4% drop in
Same Store Sales Growth.

Sapphire Foods also reported a net loss of Rs 12.7
crore for the quarter ended September 2025,
widening from a loss of Rs 3 crore in the same
period last year. Revenue rose by just 7% year-on-
year to Rs 742.7 crore. In FY25, average daily
sales from KFC stores for Sapphire Foods came
down to Rs 114,000 from Rs 125,000 a year ago.
For Pizza Hut stores, the average daily sales
remained stagnant at Rs 46,000. In FY23, the
average sales were Rs 58,000.

India’s Economic Interests In Venezuela Minimal,
Not Dependent For Qil: Industry Watchers

The bilateral trade between the
nations was USD 1.175 billion in
2023-24, according to information
available on the website of the
Embassy of India in Caracas.

—— ]
New Delhi.(Agency)

As several countries across the globe

criticised the US military attack on
Venezuela on Saturday, industry watchers
said that India’s economic interests in the
South American country are minimal and
it is not dependent on Venezuela for
o0il. The bilateral trade between the nations
was USD 1.175 billion in 2023-24,
according to information available on the
website of the Embassy of India in
Caracas.The main items of India’s exports
to Venezuela are mineral fuels and oils
and products of their distillation;
bituminous substances, pharmaceutical
products, cotton, nuclear reactors, boilers,
machinery and mechanical appliances,
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venture called "Petroleralndovenezolana
SA" for the production and exploration of
oil in the San Cristobal field, in which
OVL has a 40 per cent stake, while
PDVSA has 60 per cent of the remaining
stake.

The OVL investment in the San Cristobal
project is approximately USD 200
million.An international consortium
comprising ONGC Videsh Limited
(OVL), Indian Oil Corporation (I0C), Oil
India Limited (OIL), Repsol of Spain and
Petronas of Malaysia was declared the
winner of an international bidding process
in April 2008 to develop a multi-million-
dollar oil project integrated in Carabobo
in the Orinoco belt of Venezuela.

electrical machinery and equipment;
sound recorders and reproducers,
television image and sound recorders and
reproducers, articles of apparel and
clothing accessories and miscellaneous
chemical products.According to industry
experts, the bilateral trade is very
minimal, and the country is now
dependent on Venezuela for crude oil
imports.The main items of India’s
imports from Venezuela are mineral fuels

and oils and products of their distillation,
bituminous substances, mineral waxes,
iron and steel, aluminium, edible
vegetables and certain roots and tubers,
copper and articles thereof, lead and
articles thereof, zinc and articles thereof,
wood and articles of wood, among others,
according to the Embassy.

ONGC Videsh Limited (OVL) and

Corporacion Venezolana del Petroleo
(CVP) (subsidiary of PdAVSA) have a joint

Meanwhile, Venezuela Vice President

Delcy Rodriguez on Saturday said that the
whereabouts of the country's President
Nicolas Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores,
are unknown following the US attacks in
Caracas, Miranda, Aragua and La Guaira
in the early hours of Saturday (local time).

Earlier, US President Donald Trump

claimed that the Venezuelan President and
his wife had been "captured" and "flown
out" of the country.
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Exercise extreme caution: India's advisory
for citizens in Venezuela after US strikes

India has advised its
nationals in Venezuela to
exercise extreme caution
and restrict movement
following US military
strikes and escalating
tensions after US
President Donald Trump
claimed Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro
was captured

caution”

President Nicolas

movements,

statement said.

New Delhi.(Agency)

India on Saturday issued an advisory asking its

nationals in Venezuela to exercise “extreme The advisory comes amid rapidly escalating Maduro facing charges in Manhattan federal
and restrict their
movements following US
military strikes on the country
and claims by US President
Donald Trump that Venezuelan [

his wife have been captured by
US forces.In a press release, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA} said all Indians currently
in Venezuela should remain in
close contact with the Embassy
of India in Caracas. “All Indians g
who are in Venezuela for any
reason are advised to exercise
extreme caution, restrict their
and remain in
contact with Embassy of India in Caracas,” the

The advisory shared the embassy’s email address,
cons.caracas@mea.gov.in, and an emergency

re

Maduro and

Caracas and

operation.

phone number,
available for WhatsApp calls.

Cilia Flores,

+58-412-9584288,

tensions in Venezuela after Trump claimed that
US forces carried out “large-scale airstrikes” on

captured Maduro and his wife,
during an early-morning

also Trump said the couple had been taken into US
custody and flown out of the country, with

VENEZUELA MOBILISES

across the country shortly after the strikes,
calling the US action “the worst aggression”
Venezuela has ever faced. He urged unity and
calm, warning against unrest and disorder, and

court, including narco-terrorism
conspiracy, cocaine importation
conspiracy and weapons-related
offences.While Venezuelan
autherities have not acknowledged
Trump’s claims, multiple explosions
were reported in Caracas in the early
hours of Saturday, with residents
describing low-flying aircraft, fires,
power outages and thick plumes of
smoke over parts of the capital.
FORCES, DECLARES
EMERGENCY
Venezuelan Defence Minister
Vladimir Padrino Lopez announced
the deployment of military forces

said allarmed forces would be mobilised.

Venezuela’s govermment accused Washington of
attacking civilian and military facilities and
declared a
form of emergency rule that expands the role of
the armed forces and allows the suspension of
certain rights.
supporters to mobilise and take to the streets.

RISING UNCERTAINTY FOR
FOREIGNERSIN VENEZUELA

The MEA advisory reflects growing uncertainty
on the ground as the US steps up pressure on
Maduro, whom Washington has accused of
running a “narco-state” and facilitating drug
trafficking. Trump has said the United States is
engaged in an “armed conflict” with drug
cartels and has warned repeatedly of military
action on Venezuelan soil.

With security conditions volatile and
communications disrupted in parts of Caracas,
Indian authorities have urged nationals to
remain indoors, avoid non-essential travel and
stay in touch with the Indian mission for
assistance.

“state of external disturbance,” a

Authorities also called on

Over 130 hld ast year amid R 50 100 each to first 1,000 retrofitted vehicles: Delhi St posting rules issued

crackdown on visa, passport
fraud in Delhi: Police

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Indira Gandhi International Airport unit of the Delhi
Police has arrested more than 130 people in 2025 as part of
a crackdown on visa and passport frauds, including agents
and facilitators allegedly involved in 1llegal mmigration,
police said.According to the police, for the first time,
mvestigators have focused on tracing the financial frail
linked to such frauds. “The challenge with this was that in
most of the cases, a huge part of the money was said to be
paid in cash. Yet, there was scope to work on this line of
mnvestigation. Working on it, more than 100 bank accounts

of the agents ]
N i

I
e

have been *
frozen so far. \ \L 5
Assets of the N
agents, A j
suspected to
have been
derived from
the proceeds of |
criminal
activity, are
b e in
identified,”
said DCP (IGI)
Vichitra Veer.
Further, police said 140 lookout circulars (LOCs) were
issued in 2025 against absconding accused to prevent them
from fleeing abroad. During the year, 119 proclaimed
offenders — including accused people wanted in decade-old
cases — were also arrested.The airport unit has also
intensified action against touts and thefts from passenger
baggage and cargo. Police said over 300 cases were
registered against touts, leading to the arrest of more than
400 people, while around 60 persons were arrested in cases
related to theft from baggage and cargo. Ground-handling
staff of airlines were questioned during investigations into
baggage thefts.

Admin targeting students
over library surveillance

protests, claims JNUSU
_—

The FIR relates to protests opposing the installation

of faciol recognition camerns and mognetic entry
guates at the B R Ambedkar Central Library.

—————

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Jawaharlal Nehru University Students’ Union said
Delhi Police served enquiry notices to current and former
union office bearers over protests against surveillance
measures in the university library.In an official statement,
JINUSU said the notices followed an FIR by the
administration against student leaders, including JINUSU
president Aditi Mishra, vice president Gopika, general
secretary Sunil, joint secretary Danish, and former JNUSU
president Nitish Kumar. The FIR relates to protests opposing
the installation of facial recognition cameras and magnetic
entry gates af the B R Ambedkar Central Library.

Mishra said, “JNUSU office bearers and a former INUSU
president have
been called for
questioning,”
describing the
move as an
attempt to
intimidate student
representatives.

The union said

_ 1ssued for raising
obj ections to what
i 1t called “invasive
surveillance
infrastructure” inside the library. It said the administration’s
actions aimed to silence dissent and restrict voices critical of
campus policies.JNUSU added that students have long
highlighted the “disastrous condition” of the Central Library,
including fund cuts, limited books, inadequate seating, and
restricted library hours. “Instead of addressing these
demands, the administration spent resources on surveillance
measures that infringe on students’ privacy,” the statement
further said.“The magnetic entry gates were first installed in
August last year without consulting students,” it said.
Following protests led by the then INUSU, the gates were
removed, and officials promised future decisions would
involve student representation. However, the union said the
administration reinstalled the gates during INUSU elections
in November 2025, leading to protests, procterial notices,
and police complaints.

govt plans incentive to change old cars to EVs

According to officials, the Transpert deperiment hos alse proposed these recommendations in the draft EY Pelicy 2.0, under

which the government is tergeting o significant increase of electric vehicles in new vehicle registratiens in the ceming vears.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Don’t want to scrap your old car or sell it
outside the city? Amid the fight against
air pollution, the Delhi government is
planning to incentivise
retrofitting of old petrol
and diesel cars and
converting them into
electric vehicles (Evs),
said officials, adding that B,

the move is expected to o —

encourage more people to |

use EVs. According to g B

officials, the Transport __,u

department has also
propesed these |

recommendations in the A

draft EV Policy 2.0, under

which the government is targeting a

significant increase of electric vehicles

in new vehicle registrations in the
coming years. “Under this proposal,

A sweet deal:

New Delhi.(Agency)

distribution of sugar to all
beneficiaries under the
Antyodava Anna Yojana
(AAY). The scheme, to be
implemented this month, will
be valid till March 2027.

Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said that under this
initiative, all AAY
beneficiaries in Delhi will be
provided 1 kg sugar per
month, free of cost, in
branded and standardised
packets.“The initiative marks
another concrete step in the
Delhi government’s pro-poor policies,
ensuring both food security and access to
quality supplies,” she said.

g_.
[y

Retrofitting basically allows vehicle

Currently, loose sugar is distributed at

In a major initiative for the poor and fair price shops that often leads to families in Delhi will benefit from the
marginalised sections of society, the accumulation of dust and moisture,
Delhi Cabinet has approved free contaminafion and weighing issues.

;_ ' —_—

Distribution i packets will ensure
hygiene, safe storage, ease of handling
and accurate measurement, said officials.

the government is planning to provide

1,000 old vehicles for retrofitting into
EVs. The plan is under consideration,

and a final decision will be taken after
Cabinet approval,” an official said.

owners to remove and replace internal
combustion engines (ICEs) with

Delhi Cabinet nod

packs of sugar every month for AAY beneficiaries

battery-operated electrickits.

an incentive of Rs 50,000 for the first However, the proposal has been explored
earlier. The previous AAP government
also introduced measures to make the

of people can re-use their vehicles
instead of scrapping them or selling
them at a lower price,”
official.

to free 1 kg

As per official estimates, 65,883 AAY

scheme, with each eligible household
receiving 1 kg sugar per month. Until the

vision into tangible outcomes through
sustained efforts for the upliftment of the
poor and disadvantaged,” Gupta said.

retrofitting of wvehicles easy,
transparent, and accessible to the
public. But the plan could not
take off as the retrofit kits are
costly — one of the key challenges
that came in the way of the
proposal.

“Many people do not go for
retrofitting of vehicles because it
is very expensive and comes at
different prices for different
models. Thus, the government is
planning to propose these
incentives so that a large number

said a senior

T

for traffic clerks and
ministerial staff in Delhi

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi Police has said that no individual
posted as Chittha Munshi (roster clerk), duty
officer, BHM, CHM, or MHC (in the traffic
division) of any rank or designation engaged in the
deployment of staft should continue for more than
one year under any circumstances.According to a
standing order issued by Delhi Police
Commissioner Satish Golcha, after completion of
this stint, they should be assigned some field duties
and not any static or mud duty in the same setup.

Chittha Munshi should be appointed from the
rank of head constable, assistant sub-inspector
(ASI), or sub-inspector (SI) (promotee) only. After
completing the tenure as Chittha Munshi in a police
station, he or
she should ] 4
not remain
posted in the
same police g v
station or ke
subdivision,
the order
mentioned.

h e
ministerial |
staffpostedin 'l !
sensitive
branches such
as HAG and
the admin branch (HAA) must be strictly rotated
after every 2 years and should not be re-posted to

:.-i:‘

the same assignment during their tenure in the same

finalisation and approval of a
new tender for branded
packaging, distribution will
continue under the existing
system to ensure uninterrupted
supply to beneficiaries, said
officials.

“The Delhi government is
working in line with the vision
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who has consistently
placed the welfare of the poor at
the centre of governance. The
Delhi government remains
committed to translating this

district or unit. In case of transfer to another district
or unit, there should be a gap of a minimum of five
years before an individual is posted to a similar
assignment.An entry should be made in the
character rolls and inira-DP bio-data of the staff
concermed regarding their posting as Chittha
Munshi, duty officer, BHM, CHM, or MHC.
Similar entries should be made for ministerial staff
posted in branches such as HAG, HAA, HAE, and
SIP or for duties involving the purchase of articles,
posting, and transfer of staff, the order stated.

All Deputy Commissioners of Police should
ensure compliance with the orders.
formally inspecting police stations and offices
should also check whether these instructions are
being implemented. A Police Establishment Board
(PEB) is to be established at the district and unit
level for intra-district and intra-unit transfers to
ensure a transparent and equitable fransfer, posting,
androtation policy. The order also stated that police
personnel retiring within the next 24 months shall
not be transferred in a general transfer.

Officers

What Delhi teacher suspended after sharing WhatsApp
video amid row over stray dog issue said in elip

On December 31, Sant Ram was sus ended by the Directorate of Education’s (DoE) Vigilance Branch.

New Delhi.(Agency)

“Assigning teachers to keep
records of stray dogs is not
appropriate,” Sant Ram, a .
trained graduate teacher (Hindi)
posted at Sarvodaya Bal
Vidyalaya (SBV) in West Delhi’s |
Subhash Nagar, is heard saying
in a video that he posted on a
WhatsApp group for teachers
egarlier this week. “Whenever the
nation has needed us... whether
during an emergency or during the
COVID-19 pandemic... we have served.
But I never imagined that teachers in Delhi
would be used for such tasks,” the
government school teacher further says in
the clip, adding that such tagks, with exams
round the corner, “doesn’t align with the
position or dignity™ of the teachers.

On December 31, Sant Ram was
suspended by the Directorate of
Education’s (DoE) Vigilance Branch. The
suspension order invokes Rule 10(1) of the

compliance with Supreme Court
directions on campus safety.

s 4 . Simultaneously, letters were sent to civic

Central Civil Services (Classification,
Control and Appeal) Rules, 1965, and
states that “a disciplinary proceeding. .. is

contemplated” against him, without
specifying the charges or reasons.

His suspension came amid a confroversy
over a directive issued by the DoE on
December 5 to educational institutions,
including government and private schools,
offices and stadiums in the city to nominate
a nodal officer to cater to issues related to
stray dogs. The directive was issued in

. and land-owning agencies, including the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCID),

 New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC),
- Delhi Cantonment Board (DCB), Sports

Authority of India (SAI) and Delhi
Development Authority (DDA), to
implement safety measures within their
jurisdiction.

After the cireular was published,
however, speculation arose if the school
teachers would be deployed to count stray
dogs. In response, the DoE issued a press
note on December 29, clarifying that no
specific duties have been assigned to
teachers, countering misinformation
circulating in sections of the print media.
The row, however, did not end there. Later,
the Delhi Police’s Cyber Cell registered an
FIR following a complaint filed by the
DoE regarding an alleged *false,
misleading, and malicious™ post claiming

that “teachers will count stray dogs™. This
also led to political sparring between the
ruling BJP and the AAP.

Sant Ram’s video, he told The Indian
Express on Saturday, was posted in
response to a report about the role of
teachers in managing stray dogs at
government schools and a directive issued
by the Deputy Director of Education
(North West). He said he did not intend to
take apolitical stance but wanted to spread
information.

In the video, Sant Ram can be heard
saying that it came to his notice that
teachers were being assigned duties linked
to stray dog-related work. Claiming that an
order and a list was circulated in the North
West district, he said teachers had been
designated as nodal officers for three zones
and that 118 teachers had been named
overall. Calling the situation “thought-
provoking and condemnable”, he added,
“For the sake of the children, let us focus
on teaching in our schools.”
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'This Is Not About Drugs Or
Democracy, But Oil': Kamala
Harris Slams Trump Over
Maduro's Capture

ADEN, Yemen. (Agency)

Former US Vice President Kamala Harris on Saturday
slammed US President Donald Trump over the
capture of former Venezuelan dictator Nicolas
Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores. She said the
operation was driven by oil interests, not concerns
over drugs.In a post on X, Harris said Trump's actions
in Venezuela would not make the United States safer.
She warned that forced regime change could
destabilize the region, putting American lives at
risk.Donald Trump's actions in Venezuela do not
make America safer, stronger, or more affordable.
That Maduro is a brutal, illegitimate dictator does not
change the fact that this action was both unlawful and
unwise. We've seen this movie before—wars for
regime change or oil that are sold as strength but turn
into chaos, and American families pay the price," she
wrote.Harris said the American public did not support
such military actions and accused Trump of
misleading people."The American people do not want
this, and they are tired of being lied to. This is not
about drugs or democracy. It is about oil and Donald
Trump's desire to play the regional strongman. If he
cared about either, he wouldn't pardon a convicted
drug trafficker or sideline Venezuela's legitimate
opposition while pursuing deals with Maduro's
cronies," she added.Harris, who contested the recent
presidential election against Trump, also warned that
the operation could put US troops at risk and lacked
any legal basis or exit plan.The President is putting
troops at risk, spending billions, destabilizing a
region, and offering no legal authority, no exit plan,
and no benefit at home. America needs leadership
whose priorities are lowering costs for working
families, enforcing the rule of law, strengthening
alliances, and—most importantly—putting the
American people first," she wrote.

Soon after the US strike on Venezuela in the early hours
of Saturday, President Donald Trump held a news
conference at his Mar-a-Lago residence. There, he
announced that the United States would take control
of Venezuela's vast oil reserves.

Four Killed As Private
Helicopter Crashes In
Remote Arizona Canyon

world . (Agency)

A private helicopter crashed in a rugged, mountainous
region of central Arizona on Friday, killing all four
people onboard, local authorities confirmed.

According to the Pinal County Sheriff's Office, the
victims included the 59-year-old pilot, two women
aged 21, and another woman aged 22. The identities
of those killed have not yet been made public,
pending notification of their families, reported
Kens5.The crash occurred at approximately 11 a.m.
near Telegraph Canyon, a remote area located about
64 miles east of Phoenix. Preliminary information
indicates the helicopter may have struck a
recreational slackline stretched across the canyon.
Authorities said the line extended more than half a
mile across the mountainous terrain.The sheriff's
office said an eyewitness contacted emergency
services after observing the helicopter collide with
part of the slackline before plunging into the canyon
below. The impact caused the aircraft to fall into a
difficult-to-access area, complicating rescue and
recovery efforts.The helicopter had reportedly
departed earlier in the day from an airport in Queen
Creek, a town located around 29 miles west of the
crash site. Due to the isolated location and rough
terrain, emergency crews had to walk for several
hours to reach the wreckage.As a precautionary
measure, temporary flight restrictions were imposed
over the area to ensure the safety of response teams
and to prevent further incidents, the sheriff's office
said.Federal authorities have launched a formal
investigation into the crash. The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) and the National
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) will jointly
examine the circumstances leading up to the incident,
including the aircraft's flight path, mechanical
condition, and the placement of the slackline,
reported Kens5.

Saudi Finance Minister
approves SR217 (857.9)
billion borrowing plan for
2026

world. (Agency)

Saudi Arabia is laying out its financing roadmap for the
year ahead. With a sizeable budget deficit forecast
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Maduro now in New York jail as
Trump says US to 'run' Venezuela

The surprise advance by the separatists in

early December shifted power in Yemen,

which has been at war for more than a

decade, fracturing the coalition against the

inanarco-terrorism conspiracy.

Houthis and laying bare divisions between

Gulf allies Saudi Arabia and the UAE.

world . (Agency)

First visuals released by US authorities show
Venezuelan President Nicolds Maduro in
handcuffs, flanked by armed personnel,
walking through a corridor inside the US
Drug Enforcement Administration
headquarters in New York City, hours after
he was captured in a dramatic US military
operation and flown out of Venezuela Speaking after the capture, U.S. President
along with his wife, Cilia Flores.According
to AP, the visuals were released after
Maduro and Flores were brought to New
York following what U.S. officials
described as a swift, highly coordinated
operation that unfolded early Saturday and
ended Maduro’s rule within hours. Both are

for months.

expected to be held in federal custody and
face criminal charges linked to a long-
standing U.S. Justice Department
indictment accusing them of involvement

According to the latest reports Maduro was |
ina New York jail. A Reuters report said the
operation, named Operation Absolute
Resolve, had been planned and rehearsed

Once launched, it was

completed in under 30 minutes. US forces

carried out air raids on multiple targets in
and around Venezuela’s capital Caracas
before detaining Maduro and his wife and

flying them out of the country. At least 40

people were killed during the airstrikes in

Caracas, a Venezuelan official told The

New York Times, according to Reuters.

Donald Trump said the United States
would run Venezuela “at least temporarily”
until a transition could be put in place.
“We’re going to run the country until such
time as we can do a safe, proper, and
judicious transition,” Trump said at a press
conference, adding that Washington would

US will run Venezuela until safe transition: Donald
Trump at presser following Maduro capture

world. (Agency)

For decades, China was synonymous
with birth control, enforced,
incentivised and institutionalised
under its infamous one-child policy.
Now, in a striking reversal, the Xi
Jinping-led country has made
contraception costlier, signalling just
how desperate the country has
become to reverse its demographic
declineFrom January 1, China
scrapped a long-standing tax
exemption on contraceptive drugs
and devices, subjecting condoms and
oral contraceptive pills to a 13
percent value-added tax, the standard
rate for consumer goods. The move is
part of a broader, increasingly
aggressive push to nudge couples
towards parenthood as the world’s
second-largest economy grapples with
ashrinking and ageing population.

WHY CHINA WANTS MORE

BABIES, FAST?

China’s population declined for the third

consecutive year in 2024, a trend
demographers warn is likely to persist.
People aged 60 and above now make

up over 20 percent of the population, a
share projected by the United Nations
to swell dramatically in the coming
decades.The fear haunting
policymakers is that China may “get
old before it gets rich”, an outcome

that would strain public finances,
shrink the workforce and undermine
long-term economic growth. Unlike
Japan or South Korea, which face
similar ageing challenges with far
richer economies, China’s social
security and healthcare systems
remain underprepared.Besides,
China’s fertility rate has plunged to
among the lowest in the world, far
below the replacement level of 2.1. By

2021, it stood at around 1.16, well
below the OECD benchmark for a
stable population.The implications go
beyond numbers. Fewer births today
mean fewer workers tomorrow —
threatening productivity, consumption
and China’s global economic
standing. With youth unemployment
high and economic growth slowing,
Beijing sees reversing the fertility
slump as a strategic necessity, not
justasocial goal.
HAUNTING ONE CHILD POLICY
January 2026 will mark ten years since
China officially scrapped its one-
child policy, which had been in force
since 1980. Introduced to rein in
runaway population growth, the
policy fundamentally reshaped
Chinese society, delaying marriages,
normalising small families and
embedding state control into
reproductive choices.ut the rollback of
birth limits, first to two children, then
three, has failed to deliver a baby boom.
The habits, costs and social
expectations shaped by decades of
restriction have proved far harder to
undo.

Venezuela's 'hour of freedom' has
arrived: opposition leader Machado

Machado said that opposition candidate
Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia, whom the
opposition says won the vote, "must

immediately assume his constitutional

mandate” as president.

CARACAS. (Agency)
Venezuelan opposition leader and
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria
Corina Machado said Saturday the
"hour of freedom" had arrived for her
country after the United States seized
strongman Nicolas Maduro.

Machado, who has been mostly in
hiding since Maduro's disputed
reelection in July 2024, said in a
statement that opposition candidate
Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia, whom
the opposition says won the vote,
"must immediately assume his
constitutional mandate" as
president."Venezuelans, the HOUR

OF FREEDOM has arrived!" she
posted on social media after an early-
morning US military strike on
Caracas.Machado is abroad in an
unknown location after traveling

o

4
- <

under cover to Oslo in December to
receive her Nobel, which she
dedicated to US President Donald
Trump as she welcomed US
intervention in her country.

"Today we are ready to enforce our
mandate and take power. Let us remain
vigilant, active, and organized until

the Democratic Transition is realized.
A transition that needs ALL of us," she
said on Saturday.”We are going to
restore order," she stated, adding
Gonzalez Urrutia must now be
"recognized as Commander in Chief
of the National Armed Forces by all
officers and soldiers."Machado was
barred from running in the 2024
election by institutions loyal to
Maduro, and was replaced on the
ticket by Gonzalez Urrutia, a little-
known diplomat.She has been
hailed for her fight for democracy,
but also criticized for aligning
herself with Trump.
She was awarded the Nobel prize for
"her struggle to achieve a just and
peaceful transition from dictatorship
to democracy."Gonzalez Urrutia
wrote on X on Saturday that "these are
decisive hours, know that we are ready
for the great operation of the
reconstruction of our nation."

tap Venezuela’s vast oil reserves and sell
“large amounts” to other countries,
reported AP.Maria Corina Machado, the
US-backed opposition leader and last
year’s Nobel Peace Prize recipient, posted
on social media that “the hour of freedom

has arrived” and called for the opposition’s
2024 election candidate, Edmundo
Gonzalez Urrutia, to “immediately”
assume the presidency.But Trump was
notably cool about expectations that
Machado could become Venezuela’s new
leader, saying she did not have “support or
respect” inside the country. Instead, Trump
publicly praised Vice President Delcy
Rodriguez , appointed acting president by
Venezuela’s Supreme Court saying “she’s
essentially willing to do what we think is
necessary to make Venezuela great again,”
reported AP.The court had said it would
debate the legal framework required to
guarantee the continuity of the state,
governance and national defence in light of
the “forced absence” of the president,
reported Reuters.The US military action
has triggered widespread international
reaction. The United Nations Security
Council is scheduled to meet on Monday at
the request of Colombia, backed by Russia
and China, to discuss the situation. UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres has
expressed concern that the U.S.

Venezuela disrupts Caribbean

The US military operation that captured Venezuelan

No airline flights were crossing over Venezuela that day,

Flights were canceled to and from Puerto Rico, the

But US Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy said

In Puerto Rico, Lou Levine, his wife and their three

US 'military operation' in

travel, hundreds of flights
canceled

world . (Agency)

President Nicolds Maduro and flew him out of the
country early Saturday also disrupted Caribbean
travel ata busy travel time for the region.

according to FlightRadar24.com. And major airlines
canceled hundreds of flights across the eastern
Caribbean region and warned passengers that
disruptions could continue for days after the Federal
Aviation Administration imposed restrictions.

Virgin Islands, Aruba and more than a dozen other
destinations in the Lesser Antilles island group north
of Venezuela. Airlines waived change fees for
passengers who had to reschedule flights.

Saturday night that the restrictions would end at
midnight EST and airlines would be able to resume
normal operations Sunday.Southwest Airlines said in
a statement that it added six extra round-trip flights to
Puerto Rico on Sunday's schedule and another eight
round-trips on Monday to help get travelers home
from their vacations. It also added two additional
Sunday flights to Aruba.At the Queen Beatrix airport
in Aruba, a popular holiday destination for US
vacationers just 15 miles (24 kilometers) off
Venezuela’s coast, officials said they expected a return
to normal Sunday after a day of canceled flights that
stranded travelers or blocked them from flying to the
island.In Barbados, Prime Minister Mia Mottley said
at a news conference that “the consequences of the
conflict have been exceedingly disruptive to both of
our ports of entry,” an airport as well as a seaport from
which cruise ships sail.

children were due to return to the Washington, DC,
area Saturday morning, but he woke up to his wife
saying their flight was canceled. He found out why
when he checked his phone.They first tried calling
JetBlue to reschedule. The airline called back about
two hours later, but the agent was not able to help them.
Levine and his wife saw others messaging JetBlue on
social media and did the same. The airline responded
and booked them on a flight Saturday, turning their
weeklong New Year’s holiday into a two-week
sojourn.Levine, a manager at a software company,
said he is fortunate to have a flexible and
understanding employer. But his daughter will be
missing a week of high school. And then there are the
unexpected expenses.“I love it here. But we have dog-
sitting and cat-sitting and car rental. It’s fine. It’s just
really painful on the wallet,” Levine said.

'Serious affront’: US strike on Venezuela triggers
condemnation, calls to uphold international law

world .(Agency)

Tensions sparked in the Western
Hemisphere after the United States hit
Venezuela with a “large-scale strike” on

on the street, I just got back from Maracay,
everything is blocked, everything is bad,
very bad.”“They impose the law,”
electrician Alfonso Valdez said about the

United States of America against targets on
the territory of the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela”.Echoing similar criticism,
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da

preservation of the region as a zone of
peace."He urged the international
community, through the United Nations, to
"respond vigorously" to the attacks.

Saturday and said President Nicolas
Maduro and his wife were captured and
flown out of the country.The attack was
condemned by Venezuela's allies and left-
wing governments across Latin America,
while the EU and UK said that international
law must be respected.At a pro-Maduro
protest in Caracas, Mayor Carmen
Meléndez joined a crowd that demanded
that Maduro be returned immediately.
“Maduro, hold on, the people are rising up!”
the crowd chanted. They also said: “We are
here Nicolas Maduro. If you can hear us,
we are here!” Elsewhere, residents were
still taking in the events.“How do I feel?
Scared, like everyone,” said Caracas
resident Noris Prada, who sat on an empty
avenue looking down at his
phone.“Venezuelans woke up scared,
many families couldn’t sleep. I have been

US government. “They are the
police of the world ... they are
assassins.”However, Venezuelan
opposition leader Maria Corina
Machado’s spokespeople declined
to comment on the US
operation.Machado was last seen in
public last month, when she
emerged from 11 months in hiding
and traveled to Norway, where she
was honored with the Nobel Peace
Prize.Reacting to the attacks,
Mexico's left-wing government
condemned the US strikes saying
any form of military action In a statement
released by the foreign ministry, the
southern neighbour of the US said that they
"strongly condemns and rejects the
military actions carried out unilaterally in
recent hours by the armed forces of the

Amid rising tensions, British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer said that all the
countries should "uphold
international law”.

Calling the situation "fast-moving",
Starmer added that "the UK was not
involved in any way in this operation"
as he urged patience in order to
"establish the facts".

"I want to speak to President Trump, I
want to speak to allies," the British
leader said in brief comments aired on
UK television hours after the US
attack."l can be absolutely clear that

we were not involved in that. And as you

know, I always say and believe we should
all uphold international law."Starmer added
that "hopefully more information will come

out" about the situation when Trump holds a

press conference later Saturday.

and major debt repayments due, the Kingdom has
approved a detailed borrowing plan for 2026 that
aims to balance funding needs with long-term debt
sustainability, while continuing to deepen local
markets and tap global investors.

Borrowing plan approved and scope defined

Saudi Arabia’s Minister of Finance, Mohammed Al-
Jadaan, who also serves as Chairman of the National
Debt Management Centre, has approved the
Kingdom’s annual borrowing plan for the 2026 fiscal
year.The plan provides a comprehensive overview of
public debt developments during 2025 and outlines
initiatives designed to strengthen the local debt
market. It also sets out the financing plan and guiding
principles that will govern borrowing activities in
2026. A key component of the document is the
issuance calendar for the Local Saudi Sukuk
Issuance Program, which will be conducted in Saudi
riyals throughout the year.

=1

Silva also slammed the attacks as a "serious
affront" to the country's sovereignty.

"The bombings in Venezuelan territory and
the capture of its president cross an
unacceptable line" the left-wing Lula wrote
on X, saying they threaten "the
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After rewriting Indian
sprinting in 2025, Animesh
Kujur wants more

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

I want to hit 10-flat in 2026,” sprinter Animesh
Kujur told India Today during his off-season.
It is not something he has spoken about
publicly before. But after the kind of year he
has had, Animesh knows that dreaming
quietly is no longer enough.

2025 was the breakthrough year for Animesh
Kujur. His speed turned heads, his times
rewrote record books, and suddenly the
conversation around Indian sprinting had a
new name at its centre. Last season, Animesh
became the fastest man in India. He clocked
10.18 seconds in the 100 metres and 20.32
seconds in the 200 metres, his preferred
event. At various points through the year, he
simply kept stepping up — race after race,

meet after meet.Despite being introduced to
sprinting later than most, the 22-year-old’s
rise has been steady rather than sudden.
Those who have followed his journey closely
know that 2025 was not a freak spike.From
breaking national records multiple times to
competing on the U23 Diamond League
circuit and running the heats at the World
Athletics Championships, Animesh did most
things an Indian sprinter dreams of in a single
season. There were moments of awe too —
meeting his idol Usain Bolt, watching the
world’s best from close quarters — moments
that stayed with him long after the spikes
came off.Now, as 2026 approaches, Animesh
wants more.“The revelling part is done,” he
says. “Now [ want to stamp my authority.”

“I want to become the first Indian to do 10-flat
and 20-flat in the 100 and 200,” Animesh
said. “I’m heavily invested in it. I want to get
it done at the Senior Federation meet (May,
2026) itself.”With the Asian Games set to
take place in September, Animesh believes
that he will be a medal contender in at least
two of the events that he will participate in—
the 200m sprint and the 4x100m men’s relay.

“This time, when I go to the Asian Games, I'll
go as a medal contender, not just to
participate,” he said. “Asian Games and
Commonwealth Games are my main
targets.”

Ruturaj Gaikwad over Rishabh
Pant vs NZ was a straight
decision: R Ashwin

RANCHLI. (Agency)

Former India spinner Ravichandran Ashwin
has questioned the logic behind India’s ODI
squad selection for the upcoming three-
match series against New Zealand, stating
that picking Ruturaj Gaikwad over Rishabh
Pant should have been a “clear and logical”
decision. Ashwin felt Gaikwad’s omission,
despite his strong recent performances, did
not align with form or team balance.

Ashwin explained that Gaikwad had earned
his place after delivering when given the
opportunity and would also have fitted
better into India’s ODI combination.
Speaking on his YouTube show Ash ki Baat,
Ashwin said the decision came down to
choosing between a specialist batter and a
second wicketkeeper, and in his view, the
answer was obvious.“Could Gaikwad have
been kept in the squad? I think that was a real
possibility,” Ashwin said.The only spot of

contention is between Pant and Gaikwad. It
was a straight decision. Shreyas Iyer
deserved to come back after the injury, so no
discussion there. It is his rightful
position.” Ashwin further elaborated on why
he felt Gaikwad was the more suitable
option in the current setup.

“Between a second wicketkeeper and a batter,
you can get a keeper from anywhere to
cover,” he added.“At four or five, I'm
sticking my neck out, his batting against
spin, his running between the wickets and
his ability to close out an innings is
phenomenal.”India’s squad announcement
on January 3 saw the return of captain
Shubman Gill and vice-captain Shreyas
Iyer, along with Mohammed Siraj. To
accommodate these inclusions, Gaikwad
was left out despite scoring his maiden ODI
century against South Africa in Raipur and
continuing his good form in the Vijay
Hazare Trophy with a century and a fifty in
his last two matches.Ashwin also touched
upon Pant’s role in white-ball cricket,
suggesting that the left-hander is better
suited to the top order rather than the middle.
In contrast, he believes Gaikwad’s skill set
makes him a natural fit for the middle overs
inODIs.

BCCI hasn't done anything wrong: Former
India captain on Mustafizur Rahman issue

Former India captain Mohammed
Azharuddin praised BCCI for its swift
action in dropping Mustafizur Rahman
from IPL 2026. The decision has sparked
tensions, with Bangladesh seeking to move
its T20 World Cup matches out of India.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India captain Mohammed Azharuddin

has praised the BCCI (Board of Control for
Cricket in India) for their swift action
regarding the controversy surrounding
Mustafizur Rahman’s participation in the
upcoming Indian Premier League 2026 (IPL
2026). Several politicians had openly
expressed their displeasure with the
Bangladeshi fast bowler’s inclusion in the
tournament, citing repeated incidents of
violence against Hindus in the neighbouring
country.Amid widespread criticism, the
BCCI acted promptly and asked Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR) to release Rahman
from their squad, who had acquired him for
Rs 9 crore at the mini-auction in December.

The decision was welcomed by a
large section of citizens, in light
of ongoing reports of targeted
killings of Hindus in Bangladesh.
Mohammed Azharuddin also
condemned the tragic state of
affairs in Bangladesh and
commended the BCCI for their
swift response.The board hasn’t
done anything wrong. What’s
happening in Bangladesh is not
good. But in sports, it’s different.
However, whatever decision the
board has taken, they must have
taken it after consulting with the
Ministry of External Affairs and
the Ministry of Home Affairs,”
Azharuddin told ANLAfter being
released by KKR, Mustafizur Rahman also
commented on the matter, saying, “What
else can you do if you are
dropped?”Meanwhile, in the aftermath of
the incident, Bangladesh’s interim
government has instructed the Bangladesh
Cricket Board to seek a change of venue for
the team’s matches at the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup 2026, requesting that they be

moved out of India.The decision was
confirmed by Bangladesh’s sports adviser,
Asif Nazrul, who announced the
development in a social media post on
Saturday, 3 January. Nazrul stated that the
interim government has directed the BCB to
formally inform the International Cricket
Council and propose Sri Lanka as an
alternative venue for Bangladesh’s matches

in the tournament.

Bangladesh to stop broadcast of
IPL matches
The issue was also discussed at
an emergency Bangladesh
Cricket Board meeting on
Saturday, sources told India
Today. Nazrul further revealed
that he has asked the Minister
of Information and
Broadcasting to stop the
broadcast of IPL matches in
Bangladesh.Strained
diplomatic ties between India
and Bangladesh now appear
set to impact cricketing
relations as well, with bilateral
engagements likely to be put
on hold. While the Bangladesh
Cricket Board has announced plans for a
limited-overs series in September and even
released a proposed itinerary, the BCCI is
understood to be unwilling to tour
Bangladesh at this stage.The series, which
includes three ODIs followed by three
T20Is, was originally scheduled for last year
but was postponed indefinitely after the
Indian board raised security concerns.

Amid IPL snub row, Mustafizur Rahman DL retum explained: How
scripts history with 400 T20 wickets

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Amid the ongoing controversy surrounding
his ouster from the Indian Premier League
(IPL), Bangladesh pacer Mustafizur
Rahman scripted history on Friday, January
2. The left-arm seamer became the
fastest pacer to reach the landmark of
400 wickets in T20 cricket. The 30-year-
old achieved the feat in his 315th match
during a Bangladesh Premier League
(BPL) clash against the Sylhet Titans at
the Sylhet International Cricket
Stadium.Turning out for the Rangpur
Riders, Mustafizur returned figures of
4-0-24-3 to guide his side to a six-wicket
victory. He reached the milestone by
dismissing Mehidy Hasan Miraz and
later added the wickets of Afif Hossain
Dhrubo and Khaled Ahmed to his
tally.Mustafizur now has 402 wickets from

IPL 2026 season, acting on a directive
issued by the Board of Control for Cricket
in India. The franchise confirmed the
decision in an official statement, stating it
had complied with instructions from the

n

BCClinitsrole as the governing body of the
Indian Premier League.

315 T20 matches at an impressive economy The development was confirmed exclusively

rate of 7.43 with six four-wicket hauls and
four five-wicket hauls.

MUSTZFIZUR REMOVED FROM IPL

On Saturday, Kolkata Knight Riders released
Mustafizur from their squad ahead of the

to India Today by BCCI secretary Devajit
Saikia, bringing clarity to days of
uncertainty over the left-arm pacer’s future
in the league. Saikia said KKR had been
formally asked to part ways with the

Bangladesh international, while adding that
the board had assured the franchise of a
replacement option.

Mustafizur had been signed by KKR for Rs

9.20 crore at the IPL 2026 mini-auction in
December 2025. While the move initially
drew attention for cricketing reasons, it
soon became controversial, with
opposition emerging from sections of the
political spectrum and certain religious
groups. The backlash intensified in the
days following the auction, ultimately
culminating in the franchise’s decision to
release the bowler.

Reacting to the development, Mustafizur
said there was little he could have done,
noting that his exclusion was an IPL
decision and beyond his control.

BANGLADESH MINISTRY LASHES OUT

Meanwhile, the episode has coincided with
rising tensions off the field. Bangladesh’s
interim government has instructed the
Bangladesh Cricket Board to seek a change
of venue for the team’s matches at the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2026, requesting that
they be moved out of India.

Mohammed Shami's comeback doors to

team India still open: |

Irfan Pathan believes Mohammed
Shami still has a chance to return to
the Indian cricket team, despite not
playing international cricket since
March 2025. Shami has been toiling
hard in domestic cricket, having
bowled over 200 overs in the ongoing
season.

CHENNAL (Agency)

Former India all-rounder Irfan Pathan feels
the doors are still open for Mohammed
Shami to make a comeback to the Indian
team. Shami was once again left out of the
Indian squad for the upcoming three-match
ODI series against New Zealand, beginning
on January 11.The fast bowler last played
for India during their victorious campaign in
the ICC Champions Trophy 2025 and has
found himself out of the team since then.
However, despite being out of the side for

—

several months, Pathan feels Shami still has
it in him to break back into the national
team.“The biggest talking point is
Mohammed Shami. What is his future?
He’s not someone who came yesterday,
played a few matches and left. He has taken
450-500 international wickets, which is a
huge number. If you have taken more than
400 wickets and then you get dropped and
questions are raised about your fitness —
that happens with everyone. As long as you
play cricket, you have to keep proving
yourself,” said Pathan on his YouTube

rf

n Pathan

channel.Pathan further suggested that

Shami should perform at his best in

the upcoming Indian Premier League

2026 (IPL 2026) season to get back

into contention.Ever since being

dropped from the national side, Shami
has been toiling hard in domestic
cricket. The speedster has bowled
over 200 overs in the ongoing season
across the Ranji Trophy, Syed

Mushtaq Ali Trophy and the Vijay

Hazare Trophy (VHT), taking 47
wickets in total.

In the ongoing Vijay Hazare Trophy, India’s
premier 50-over domestic tournament,
Shami is the leading wicket-taker for
Bengal with 15 wickets to his name from
seven innings, at an average of 14.93 and an
economy rate of 8.90. After the VHT, Shami
will feature in the remainder of the Ranji
Trophy season, followed by the IPL, where
he will be playing for Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG) after being bought by them at
the IPL 2026 auction for Rs 10 crore.

Indian football's return
from the dead might look

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

After months of limbo, Indian football finally has
apulse again. The All India Football Federation
(AIFF) has confirmed that the 2025-26 season
of the Indian Super League will go ahead, with
the official schedule expected to be announced
next week. While the green light has brought
relief across the football ecosystem, one major
question still hangs in the air: what will the ISL
actually look like when it returns?The delay
stemmed from uncertainty off the pitch rather
than on it. The expiry of the Master Rights
Agreement with the league’s former
commercial partner in December 2024 left the
ISL without a clear financial roadmap.

Following an Emergency Committee meeting,

AIFF reviewed the AIFF-ISL Coordination
Committee’s report, submitted on January 2,
and formally decided to conduct the season.
What remains undecided is the format — and
that is where two distinct proposals come into
play.

Return first, criticism later

Both formats reflect the same reality: survival
first, perfection later. With no commercial
partner in place following the end of the
Football Sports Development Limited era, cost
efficiency has overtaken ambition. Centralised
venues, reduced travel, fewer fixtures and
leaner operations are seen as unavoidable
short-term trade-offs.

The ISL’s return itself is the bigger victory.
Format debates can wait, but getting India’s
top-tier football back on the pitch is the
immediate priority. For now, the league is alive
again — and in the current climate, that alone
feels like a small win for Indian football.

Declan Rice is one of the best: Mikel Arteta
praises Arsenal star in Bournemouth win

Declan Rice delivered another
statement performance as
Arsenal beat Bournemouth 3—2.
Mikel Arteta hailed the
midfielder as one of the world's
hest, praising his influence,
growth and match-winning
impact in a crucial title push.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)
Declan Rice earned glowing praise from
Mikel Arteta after delivering a match-
winning performance in Arsenal’s hard-
fought 3-2 victory over AFC Bournemouth.
Rice scored twice in the second half to turn
the game on its head, helping Arsenal
consolidate their position at the top of the

Premier League table.Arteta was
unequivocal in his assessment, insisting
Rice now belongs among the very best
midfielders in world football. Speaking
after the match, the Arsenal manager
highlighted not only Rice’s decisive
goals but also his continued evolution
and growing importance within the
team.For me, the ones that we have are
the best and Declan is constantly adding
things to his game, constantly adding
things to his role in the team.”Arteta
went on to stress that Rice’s
development is far from complete.

“I don’t see where he can stop because he
can still improve in a lot of areas and he
wants to improve,” he added.

“He is such a pivotal player forus.”

The match itself was anything but
straightforward for Arsenal.

Bournemouth struck first inside 10

minutes when Gabriel Magalhes’ loose

pass gifted Evanilson a simple finish with
David Raya caught out of position. Gabriel

responded quickly, however, scoring the
equaliser six minutes later to steady the
visitors.After the break, Rice took control.

His first goal put Arsenal ahead before
asecond, finished from a Bukayo Saka
cutback, appeared to seal the contest.
Junior Kroupi’s superb long-range
strike in the 76th minute set up a tense
finale at the Vitality Stadium, but
Arsenal showed resilience to see out
the win and move six points clear of
Manchester City at the summit.

Rice’s display was particularly notable
given he had missed Arsenal’s
midweek win over Aston Villa due to a
knee issue. Arteta later revealed that
the midfielder sent a “big message” to
the squad by making himself available
and then producing a man-of-the-
match performance.

Since arriving from West Ham United in
2023 for a club-record £105 million,
Rice has steadily reshaped his game.
Once seen primarily as a holding
midfielder, the 26-year-old has

flourished in a more advanced role, blending

goals, leadership and control.
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Javed’

Black-And-White Qutfit Gives 2026
An Oversized Welcome

orfi Javed continues to be one of the internet’s most talked-about style icons.
Known for her fearless experimentation and unconventional fashion choices,
Uorfi once again grabbed attention by unveiling her first self-designed outfit of
2026, proving that she never shies away from pushing creative boundaries. Taking
Instagram, Uorfi shared a reel giving fans a behind-the-scenes look at how sh
conceptualised and styled her latest creation. The video showcased not just the finished
look but also the effort and struggle involved in wearing the statement outfit.She
captioned the post with her signature wit and wrote, “ New year ki nahi guys new Janak
ki zaroorat hai.”
Inside Uorfi Javed’s Bold Black-and-White Avant-Garde Outfit
The outfit itself is a dramatic black-and-white ensemble defined by a strong geometri
pattern and a highly unconventional silhouette. The design features a foml—ﬁttirg
bottom paired with an exaggerated, sculptural top, creating a powerful visual
contrast.The
monochrome pattern is
composed of vertical,
horizontal, and diagonal
lines, forming a striking
optical illusion that adds
depth and movement tg
the outfit. One of the W =
most eye-catchin g} -
elements is the extremel -
wide, structure
shoulders and oversize
collar, lending the lookan
architectural and avant- g
garde appeal. . :
Underneath the structured outer layer, Uorfi wore a black tank top, adomed with circular,
embellished detailing across the chest. She completed the look with large light pink or
white drop earrings, which softened the sharp edges of the outfit while maintaining its
dramatic flair.
Uorfi Javed Spotted in Andheri, Poses for Paparazzi
Later, Uorfi was spotted stepping out in Andheri, confidently wearing the same state B
outfit. As expected, she posed for the paparazzi with ease, turning heads and
commanding attention with her bold fashion choice. <l
Uorfi Javed Steps Out With Sisters Asfiand Dolly
During the outing, Uorfi was joined by her sisters, Asfi Javed and Dolly Javed. The trio =
posed together for photographers, transforming a casual appearance into a full-fledged
style moment.
Interestingly, Uorfi later switched up her look by ditching the structured suit and optingfes
a more relaxed combination. She paired a black sleeveless top with the high-waistes
patterned midi skirt from her earlier outfit, offering a fresh yet cohesive styling twist.
Uorfi Javed’s Professional Update: The Traitors Win 3
On the work front, Uorfi Javed was most recently seen on the reality show The Traitdrs, = = =
where she impressed viewers with her sharp gameplay and ultimately emerged as
winner of the show. ‘
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Sara Ali Kha

Shares Glimpses Of Her New Year Vacation, Wishes
'Hamesha Naseeb Ho Aisi Jannat

B ollywood actress Sara Ali Khan, who — “Zara Hatke Zara Bachke’. Her carcer has seen mixed

was recently seen in ‘Metro... In  critical and commercial outcomes. She continues to
Dino’, has shared glimpses from her ~ wotk across theatrical and streaming platforms and
recent trip.On Saturday, the actress took  remains an active figure in mainstream Hindi cinema.
to her Instagram and shared a series of Meanwhile, on the work front, the actress was recently
pictures from her vacation amidst the  seen in ‘In Metro... In Dino’ in which she plays a
snow. The pictures also featured her  young, urban woman navigating relationships,
sibling, Ibrahim AliKhan.
She wrote in the caption, “Meri
Mannat, hamesha naseeb ho aisi
Jannat (My wish, T always get such
a heaven)".Sara is the daughter of
Saif Ali Khan and actor Amrita
Singh. She belongs to the Pataudi
family, her paternal grandfather
was Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi,
former captain of the Indian
cricket team and the Nawab of
Pataudi. Her paternal
grandmother is actor Sharmila
Tagore. Sara’s parents separated
in 2004, and she was raised o ) ) ]
primarily by her mother. ambition, and emotional uncertainty in a
Ibrahim is her younger brother, and she hag __contemporary city setting. _ _
two half-siblings, Taimur Ali Khan and Jeh Ali Her character represents the modern generation dealing
Khan, from Saif Ali Khan’s marriage to Kareena with commitment issues, career pressure, and evolving
Kapoor Khan. Sara completed her schooling in definitions of love. Her storyline intersects with others
Mumbai and graduated from Columbia University, to reflecthow personal choi.ces impact relatipnships in
New York, with a degree in History and Political ~ today’s fast-paced urban life. The film, directed by
Science. She made her foray in cinema with  Anurag Basu, focuses on layered human emofians
“Kedarnath’ opposite Sushant Singh Rajput, earning rathe.r than plqt—drlvgn drama, g.nd Sara’s .r(.)le
ecognition for her debutperformance. contributes to this mosaic by portraying vulnerability,
he same year, she appeared in ‘Simmba’, which was confusion, and self-reflection. The character is
ommercially successful. Her subsequent films  grounded in realism, aligning with the film’s slice-of-
lude ‘Love Aaj Kal’, ‘Atrangi Re’, ‘Gaslight’, and ~ lifetheme.

Who Is Stebin Ben? Meet Singer
Who Just Got Engaged To Kriti

Sanon’s Sister Nupur
S

ctor-entrepreneur Nupur Sanon, sister of Kriti

Sanon, surprised fans this weekend by

announcing her engagement to singer Stebin
Ben. Nupur shared a series of pictures from the
proposal, giving followers a glimpse into the
intimate moment. One of the photos shows Stebin
down on one knee, with placards in the background
reading, “Will you marry me?" Other pictures
capture Nupur smiling as she shows off her diamond
ring.“In a world full of maybes, I found the easiest
YES I've ever had to say," Nupur wrote, alongside
the photos.For the proposal, Nupur opted for a floral
dress, while Stebin kept things classic in a white shirt
paired with a blue blazer and matching trousers.

Who Is Stebin Ben?

Born and raised in Bhopal, Stebin Ben discovered his
love for music early in life. His first brush with
performing came at school, where he realised that
singing was more than just a hobby. College fests
and local competitions followed, slowly building his
confidence.

In 2016, Stebin moved to Mumbai to chase a full-time
career in music. [.ike many newcomers, the early
days were far from glamorous. He performed at
cafés and clubs across the city, relying on small gigs
while trying to get noticed. That breakthrough came
when his cover of Mera Dil Bhi Kitna Pagal Hai went
viral online. The attention helped him land his first
major break with Zee Music, making his base for a
steady rise in the industry.

From Viral Covers To Chart-Topping Songs

Over the years, Stebin has lent his voice to songs
picturised on actors like Sidharth Malhotra, Akshay
Kumar, Rajkummar Rao, Emraan Hashmi, Vijay
Deverakonda, Tiger Shroff and Shahid Kapoor. He
has also collaborated with composers and singers,
mcluding Shreya Ghoshal, Himesh Reshammiya,
Sachin-Jigar, Jeet Gannguli and Mohit Suri His song
Sahiba emerged as a breakout hit, dominating
streaming platforms and cementing his place as one
of the most recognisable voices in the current pop-
playback space. Tracks like Baarish Ban Jaana, Rula
Ke Gaya Ishq and Baarish Aayi Hai later turmed into
socialmedia favourites.

First Time [ Pushed Myself This Hard”:
Bigg Boss 19’s Shehbaz Badesha
Shares BTS Video From Upcoming Song

A Q08 | |
Bigg Boss 19’s Shehbaz Badesha
has shared a glimpse of his
upcoming song shoot, revealing

that he has been working with
full dedication.

o

igg Boss 19 came to an end last month with

Gaurav Khanna emerging as the winner. Many

contestants have already landed exciting
opportunities post the reality show. A few days ago,
Shehbaz Badesha shared a video revealing that he is
shooting for anew music video, his first project after
Bigg Boss 19. Now, Shehbaz has shared another
video giving a behind-the-scenes glimpse from the
shoot of the music video. He revealed that he has
been working with full dedication, and asked fans
for their support when the song drops.

Bigg Boss 19°s Shehbaz Badesha Says He’s Never
‘Worked This Hard

On Saturday, Shehbaz shared a BTS video on
Instagram that shows him running with a blanket
wrapped around his face. His hair looked drenched,
and as he ran, he said that he has never warked so
hard in his entire life. In his caption, he further
added, “5 a.m. shoots, cold water, and pure
dedication. First time [ pushed myself this hard.
Hope you all support me when my song drops.”
Check out the video below!

Meanwhile, last month, Shehbaz Badesha opened up
about his future projects. When asked by the media,
“Kuch new aa raha hain bhai?", he replied
enthusiastically, “Gaana aa raha hain mera jaldi se
jaldiaur ek show ayegajaldi se jaldi... comedy show
hain".

Shehbaz Badesha is known for his pranks and
hilarious antics in the Bigg Boss 19 house. He shared
a great friendship with Amaal Mallik on the reality
show. During an interview with Screen, Shehbaz
reflected on his bond with Amaal Mallik and shared,
“I don’t mind if people are saying that I played the
game in Amaal’s shadow; he is like a brother to me.
People can take a bullet for their friend, so this was
just a game. And I accept it if people are calling me
Amaal’s sidekick."”

He went on to add, “We will continue our friendship
outside too. We bonded in the game where the
situations were tough, so this friendship will stay for

life."
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