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The unpredictable
man who turns on
weak neighbours

The new year has begun with a military adventure.
In a move that stunned the world, the established
government of Venezuela was overthrown, and
President Nicolds Maduro and his wife were
dragged from their beds in Caracas, flown to the
US, and imprisoned in New York. Not since the
invasion of Iraq has the US made such an
aggressive geopolitical gesture.Yet, even the Iraq
campaign was less crassly executed. When George
W Bush sought to avenge the assassination
attempt on his father by Saddam Hussein, he at
least constructed the pretext of ‘weapons of mass
destruction” and assembled a multinational
coalition with Britain, Australia and Poland. In
Venezuela, there was no such cover. Declaring
Maduro the chief of a cocaine ring, Trump
captured the leadership and exulted in his victory
over a smaller, weaker Latin American
neighbour—one that happens to possess the
world’s largest oil reserves.Psychologists might
argue this aligns with the diagnosis of “malignant
narcissism’—a blend of narcissism, antisocial
behaviour, paranoia and sadism—attributed to
Trump by psychologists. In Trump’s mind, no
predecessor—not Biden, Clinton or Obama, not
even George Washington or Abraham
Lincoln—can match him. He initially sought to
subdue the world through punitive tariffs, though
the efficacy of this economic warfare remains
debatable. It is likely the American consumer
suffered most, evidenced by the quiet withdrawal
of tariff hikes on over 200 food products. While
US inflation hovers between 2.8 percent and 3
percent, many economists argue it would have
cooled further without his protectionist levies.

Initially, Trump indulged his narcissism through a
crusade for the Nobel Peace Prize. He claimed
credit for preventing conflicts globally, including
the short India-Pakistan war—a claim India firmly
repudiated. During his angry election campaign,
he vowed the Ukraine war would end the day he
assumed office. Yet, the reality is starkly different.
Russia continues near-daily missile strikes on
Ukraine’s energy grid, leaving civilians freezing
while its forces press forward with the objective of
capturing Kupyansk by February.

aving largely failed in his mission of making the
world kowtow to him by unilaterally imposing
tariffs and in his mission to make Russia capitulate
by ending their war against Ukraine, Trump has
now turned to using his military to crush weak
countries. He claims to have taken Venezuela,
which he says will now be under American control
until the situation is to his liking. The Venezuelan
Vice President, Delcy Rodriguez, went on
television and demanded the immediate release of
Maduro and his wife Cilia Flores, calling Maduro
“the only president of Venezuela”. It is yet to be
seen how Trump will establish his dominance over
Venezuela in the days to come. He has even
threatened American boots on the ground if
Rodriguez “doesn’t do what is right”. She has
subsequently toned down her rhetoric. Trump’s
ambitions appear boundless. In typical style, he
also warned Colombian President Gustavo Petro
to “watch his back”, stating that “a sick man
governs Colombia” and “Operation Colombia
sounds good to me”. He reiterated that “we do
need Greenland absolutely” and “Cuba is ready to
fall” in the absence of Venezuelan oil. If the Trump
of 2025 was a peace-seeker chasing a Nobel, the
Trump of 2026 is on a warpath. A resource-based
neo-colonialism is taking shape, placing Latin
America in grave peril.Global condemnation has
been mixed. China and Russia denounced the
invasion but are unlikely to intervene; Beijing is
focused on economic growth and internal anti-
corruption drives, while the Ukraine war
consumes Moscow. Brazilian President Lula da
Silva stated the US crossed “an unacceptable
line”, a sentiment echoed by Spain, Chile,
Colombia, Mexico and Uruguay. Conversely,
Argentina and Ecuador seem overjoyed.

EVEN as the Supreme Court grapples with the

Lessons from the pandemic battlefield

The true legacy of Covid-19 lies not just in survival, but in the systems built for the next health emergency.

Exactly six years ago, India began fighting its most deadly

war ever against an invisible tiny virus and won the
battle. The coronavirus disease or Covid-19, was an
infectious disease caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
Indian scientists have documented the learnings from
the pandemic so that the country is better prepared when
a similar catastrophe strikes. It is not a question of if but
when the next pandemic strikes the world.Seven million
people are estimated to have died worldwide as the
coronavirus pandemic tore through societies, with some
assessments placing the true toll several times higher.
India's official count stood at about half a million
deaths, but the World Health Organisation estimated
fatalities to be nearly ten times that number.Six years
on, a definitive scientific account of how India
confronted the virus has been published in the form of
apeer-reviewed book, ‘At War with the Single Strand:
How Indian Science Fought the COVID-19
Pandemic’, brought out by Springer, a leading
publisher for science. All the key players who fought
the war against the virus have documented their
learnings.The world came to a standstill in early 2020,
as a microscopic RNA virus, named SARS-CoV-2,
threw humanity into chaos. For India, this was not just
a health emergency; it was a defining moment for
science and innovation. What followed was an
extraordinary saga of resilience, collaboration and
determination. It was a war fought in laboratories,
hospitals and digital platforms, with science as the
frontline soldier.

India established the One Health Mission in 2024 to

holistically look at diseases that originate in animals and
plants and spill over to humans. The mission is a
collaborative, multidisciplinary approach that unites
human, animal and environmental health sectors. It
recognises the interconnectedness of these domains,
aiming to optimise health outcomes and address
challenges across sectors. The country's Principal
Scientific Adviser's office is leading the inititiave. With
its diverse wildlife, one of the largest livestock
populations and a high density of human population,
India carries heightened risks for the inter-
compartmental spread of diseases.One learning was
highlighted by Prime Minister Narendra Modi when he
said, "The coronavirus crisis has taught India to be self-
sufficient and not depend on others for anything we need
in our daily lives. It has made it absolutely clear that we
have to depend only on ourselves for our survival."

As news of the virus spread in China in late December

2019, Indian scientists began urgent discussions on how
to respond. By early January 2020, the country had a
clear R&D strategy built on four pillars: understanding

the virus through genome sequencing, developing
affordable diagnostics, creating novel therapeutics and
building vaccines to prevent infection. This blueprint
would become the foundation of the country's fight
against Covid-19.Dr Renu Swarup, former Secretary of
the Department of Biotechnology and lead author of the
book, recalls those early days: "Science became the
frontline defence. From genome sequencing to
diagnostics and vaccines, our researchers and industry
partners worked tirelessly to deliver solutions in record
time. This was not just a fight against Covid-19, it was a

fight to build a robust ecosystem for future health
challenges."In March 2020, India was dependent on
imported diagnostic kits. Within three months, that
changed dramatically. By June, India had achieved
complete self-reliance in testing. Industry leaders,
academia and startups collaborated to produce
indigenous molecular diagnostic kits that were both
affordable and highly sensitive. The Department of
Biotechnology, Andhra Medtech Zone (AMTZ) and
Mylab, a startup, led this transformation, ensuring
uninterrupted testing even during the peak of the Delta
wave. Today, these kits are also exported - a shining
example of atmanirbhar Bharat.

India's fight faltered during the second deadly wave when

the Delta variant struck the country with virulence and
the mismanagement of oxygen cylinders in the country
left many dead.Perhaps the most remarkable chapter in
this fight is India's vaccine development programme,
named Mission Covid Suraksha. Leveraging multiple
platform technologies -- from inactivated virus to
mRNA and DNA -- India created a diverse portfolio of
vaccine candidates. Bharat Biotech's Covaxin and
Serum Institute's Covishield became household names,
while Zydus Cadila, Biological-E and Gennova
Biopharmaceuticals added many vaccines to the arsenal.

Dr Narendra Kumar Arora, Chairman of INCLEN Trust

A biting order: Dog census by teachers defies logic

International, emphasises the scale of this achievement:
"India was known as the world's vaccine manufacturer.
During the Covid-19 pandemic, India got recognised as a
global leader in vaccine development. This was possible
because of strong industry-academia partnerships and an
enabling ecosystem that will accelerate future vaccine
research for diseases like TB, HIV and malaria." Since
then, India has been testing new vaccines against TB,
dengue and Zika.The country executed the largest
vaccination drive in history, administering over 2 billion
doses. Behind this success was a vast clinical trial

network and regulatory systems that ensured safety and

efficacy. A critical enabler of India's vaccination success

was CoWIN, an indigenously developed digital

platform that streamlined registration, scheduling and

certification. COWIN also set a global benchmark for

digital health solutions. Its success has inspired plans

for future adult vaccination programmes in

India.Through initiatives like Vaccine Maitri and

contributions to the Access to Covid-19 Tools (ACT)

Accelerator, India supplied millions of vaccine doses to

countries across Asia, Africa and Latin America. A

whopping 162 million doses were supplied to 96

countries even as Indians were vaccinated with nearly

two billion doses. This act of solidarity reinforced

India's role as a trusted global health partner and a solid
supply chain backbone.The rapidly mutating virus
demanded constant vigilance. The Indian SARS-CoV-2
Consortium on Genomics or Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genetics Consortium (INSACOG) was set up to track
variants and correlate mutations with clinical outcomes.
This effort positioned India as a major contributor to
global genomic databases and strengthened preparedness
for future pandemics.While the pandemic exposed gaps
like the unforeseen shortage of oxygen cylinders, it also
created opportunities. India now possesses a robust
ecosystem for translational research, vaccine
development and digital health. The learnings from
Covid-19 will guide strategies for tackling emerging
diseases and developing antivirals, a global lacuna
exposed during the pandemic. India's online education
and the robust fintech ecosystem with the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) have now become part of
everyday existence.Dr Swarup sums up the sentiment:
"The fight against Covid-19 was not just about science, it
was about partnerships, governance and the collective
will of a nation. We have built capacities that will serve us
well in the years to come."Today, the country stands
better prepared, more confident, and globally recognised
as a leader in health technology and pandemic response.
The book gives a detailed understanding of the Covid-19

learnings and experience.

The Tribune Editorial: Teachers at Sasaram in Bihar have been asked to step into streets to count stray dogs.

complex and contentious issue of stray dogs, a
municipal corporation in Bihar has produced
an order so ill-conceived that it borders on the
absurd. Teachers in Sasaram have been asked
to step into streets to count stray dogs. This
task falls within the domain of municipal
governance. The directive exposes a chronic
administrative laziness that treats teachers as
an all-purpose workforce. Census duties,
election work, disaster surveys — and now
dog counting. Bihar’s teachers are already
stretched thin, struggling to balance academic
responsibilities with a growing pile of non-
teaching assignments. Every diversion chips
away at classroom time, lesson planning and
student engagement.Primary education lays
the foundation of a child’s development.
Bihar’s learning outcomes, repeatedly
flagged by ASER surveys over the years, are
already among the weakest in the country. Pulling

teachers out of classrooms for yet another non-academic
task is a self-inflicted blow to the education system.

Worse, the order is fraught with real danger.
Counting stray dogs is not a harmless
paperwork exercise. Many teachers may be
fearful of dogs; others may be genuinely at
risk. The Supreme Court itself has
underlined that it is impossible to “read a
dog’s mind” or predict when an animal may
turn aggressive. Asking untrained civilians
to conduct such an exercise is reckless,
especially when dog-bite incidents and
rabies deaths remain a public health
concern.The irony is stark. While the apex
court has questioned municipal failures in
implementing animal birth control and
public safety measures, a municipal body
has responded by outsourcing its core
responsibility to teachers. This is
governance by abdication. The order must
be rescinded immediately. Municipal
authorities must do their jobs, and teachers
must be allowed to do theirs.

Budget boosts needed in 2026 for Viksit Bharat by 2047

To achieve a Viksit Bharat by 2047, India needs a bigger healthy and skilled workforce. For that, the upcoming Union Budget should

invest more in education and health. Focused missions, industry tie-ups and streamlined requlation would also be necessary

Developing human capital will be at the heart of India’s
journey towards a Viksit Bharat at 2047. As we approach
the Union Budget for 2026-27, a coherent strategy
linking education, health, employment and skill
development is essential. These pillars form the
architecture of a productive, resilient and inclusive
society, one that can sustain high growth and global
competitiveness over the coming decades.

A healthy and skilled population is central to realising
India’s potential as a knowledge-driven, innovation-led
economy. Strengthening the health system is a natural
starting point. A more decentralised, outcome-linked
financing model where central transfers are tied to
measurable improvements would allow states greater
autonomy while ensuring accountability and real-time
monitoring. This approach can help ensure that every
rupee spent on health yields tangible results on the
ground. Equally important is addressing the acute
shortage of healthcare professionals. Enforcing quality
standards under the Clinical Establishments
(Registration and Regulation) Act, 2010 through
certified professionals supported on an interim basis by
the central health regulators NABH and NHA can help
raise standards nationwide. At the same time, India must
make healthcare careers more aspirational. Structured
pathways for task-shifting, where routine clinical
responsibilities are reassigned to trained doctors, nurses,
and allied health practitioners can alleviate specialist
shortages. This should be complemented with civil
services-recognised upskilling routes and expanded
opportunities for senior secondary students and
graduates to enter the healthcare ecosystem through clear
progression ladders. Modernising regulatory
frameworks is also essential. A single national licence for
online healthcare players covering e-pharmacies, e-

— .

diagnostics, and digital clinics would bring long-needed
clarity. Updated provisions under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act for telemedicine and digital therapeutics,
alongside tax parity for e-hospitals, will ensure that
India’s evolving health-tech ecosystem is supported by
contemporary rules. On the education front, India needs
a predictable, long-term expenditure roadmap. A phased
increase in public spending from 4.6 percent of GDP in
2026-27 to 6 percent by 2030-31 would provide the
financial foundation needed to strengthen schools,
teacher training and research. A national task-force on
education technology and inclusion can accelerate the
adoption of public-private partnership models for

platforms such as DIKSHA and SWAYAM, while also
helping modernise curriculums and expand high-quality
digital content. Higher education, too, warrants a shift
from prescriptive regulations to principle-based
advisory. Allowing institutions to self-declare adherence
to regulatory guidelines can promote autonomy and
global best practices. India should also move decisively
to facilitate the entry of foreign university campuses
through streamlined approvals, stronger industry
linkages, and scholarship-backed access for students
replicating Gujarat’s GIFT City education hub model in
other regions. Creating jobs at scale will require fresh
thinking in employment and skilling. A comprehensive

national policy for the gig economy can help extend
social protection, strengthen worker registration
systems, and ensure continuity of benefits across
platforms. Pilot urban employment guarantee
programmes in select cities can provide short-term work
opportunities while boosting civic
infrastructure.Expanding apprenticeships is another
high-impact lever. A service sector apprenticeship
programme covering hospitality, logistics, retail,
healthcare, and financial services can offer 12-18 month
fixed-term pathways combining on-the-job training,
digital skills modules and recognised certification.
Industry-led consortia can help smaller businesses to
participate effectively by offering curriculum support
and shared training facilities.

For the long term, India must prepare its workforce for
future industries. A Future Skills 2047 Mission to train or
reskill 10 million youth annually in areas such as Al,
robotics, clean energy, biotechnology and
semiconductors will be crucial. Cluster-based integrated
skill development centres aligned to regional industry
needs can serve as the backbone of this mission.

Women’s economic participation remains one of India’s
biggest untapped opportunities. Investments in
childcare, safe and reliable transport, and affordable
accommodation can help bring millions of women into
the workforce and strengthen household incomes and
productivity. Finally, a universal labour information
management system linked to the National Career
Service can serve as a unified employment-intelligence
layer. When combined with an integrated skilling
dashboard, drawing real-time data from state missions
and government portals, it can allow policymakers,
employers, and workers to navigate labour markets with
unprecedented precision.
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WazirX completes recovery
token allocation

New Delhi.(Agency)

Indian cryptocurrency exchange WazirX said on
Friday that it has completed the allocation of
recovery tokens (RT) to all eligible users under the
court-approved scheme of arrangement proposed by
its parent company Zettai Pte Ltd.

The exchange suffered cyberattack in July 2024,
leading to the loss of nearly Rs 2,000 crore in
investor funds. In October 2025, the High Court of
Singapore officially sanctioned the creditor-
approved restructuring scheme proposed by it with
modification. This comes after 95.7% of voting
creditors — representing 94.6% in value — re-voted
in favour of the scheme in August 2025.

Following the platform’s restart on October 24, 2025,
WazirX successfully distributed nearly 85% of
Rebalanced Net Liquid Platform Assets to eligible
users, within 10 business days, as outlined in the
scheme.The allocation of recovery tokens has now
been completed within the 60-business days timeline
specified in the scheme. Eligible users can view their
allocated RTs directly on the “Funds” page within the

WazirX app. The recovery tokens are issued to
scheme creditors on a pro rata basis, aligned with
each user’s Approved Claim. The tokens are
designed to ensure that users remain proportionally
included in any future recoveries realised by the
platform over time.Under the scheme, recoveries are
evaluated in recurring three-month periods. During
such an evaluation cycle when at least $10 million is
realised, a portion of that value is allocated for the
buyback of the Recovery Tokens. If the value
recovered by the platform in a period is less than $10
million, the recovery claim isn’t lost; it simply rolls
over into the next period and is combined with new
recoveries until a distribution becomes viable.

Currently, the recovery tokens are not tradable. Subject
to applicable legal and regulatory requirements, RTs
may become tradable in the future.

Agri, dairy continue to he
bone of contention hetween

India and US

New Delhi.(Agency)

The US has been asking India to open up a couple of
sensitive sectors — agriculture and dairy - as part of
the bilateral trade agreement, and this is the primary
reason for the two countries not able to close the
bilateral trade talks, ‘despite being very near to the
closure’, said a government source on Friday. The
official further said that the US wanted India to open
some part of the agricultural and dairy sector under
trade agreement.

“We have been close to the deal several times. Most of
the terms have been negotiated. But they asked to
open some sectors which are protected in India, even
if partially. Now, with a country where the majority
of the livelihood is dependent on agriculture, we
can’t risk opening it,” said the official. From India’s
end, there are no further demands that need to be
addressed and thus, both the countries aim to have a
mutually beneficial trade deal.Speaking on the All-In
Podcast on  January 8, 2026, US Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnick said the long-anticipated
India-US trade agreement lost momentum after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi did not personally
reach out to then US President Donald Trump to close
the deal. According to Lutnick, Washington saw the
call as critical to finalising negotiations.

Big Blow For Homebuyers:
RERA Rules Interest Is The
Only Compensation For
Project Delays

New Delhi.(Agency)

Homebuyers facing long delays in real estate projects
cannot claim compensation beyond the legally
prescribed interest for the delay period, the Punjab
RERA has clarified in a recent order.The regulator
stated that while developers are obligated to pay
interest for delays in handing over possession,
buyers are not entitled to additional monetary
compensation unless they can prove specific
financial losses caused by the delay.Punjab RERA
observed that the Real Estate (Regulation and
Development) Act, 2016, clearly defines the relief
available to homebuyers in delayed projects.
According to the law, interest payable for the period
of delay is considered adequate compensation unless
exceptional circumstances are established.The
authority rejected the buyer’s demand for extra
damages, noting that general inconvenience, mental
stress, or prolonged waiting cannot automatically
translate into additional compensation under RERA
provisions.Interest Is the Only Statutory Relief

Under Section 18 of the RERA Act, a homebuyer has
two clear options in case of delay:

Withdraw from the project and claim a full refund with
interest, orContinue with the project and receive
interest for every month of delay until possession is
handed over

Drowning in debt: How easy loans are
turning into an EMI nightmare for Indians

New Delhi.(Agency)

For many Indian families today, the month
does not begin with hope or planning. It
begins with anxiety.The salary comes in
and almost immediately starts flowing
out. EMIs are deducted. Credit card bills
are due. Loan app reminders flash on
phones. By the time the money settles,
there is barely enough left to run the
household.This is not a story of reckless
spending. It is about how easy access to
credit, once meant to help families
manage gaps and emergencies, has
quietly turned into a persistent strain on
household finances. What is unfolding is a
silent debt crisis, one that has grown
steadily as borrowing shifts from being an
occasional support to a monthly
necessity.A nationwide survey conducted
by debt and loan resolution company
Expert Panel between June and December
2025 among 10,000 financially distressed
borrowers across India captures the scale
of this crisis in stark terms.The findings
show that debt pressure has become a

RBI cuts us treasury exposure for first time in four years

According to the US Department of Treasury, RBI's holding of US bonds dropped from $241.4

defining feature of everyday life for a
large section of Indian households.

THE EMI TRAP IS DEEPER THAN IT
LOOKS

The survey reveals that 85% of distressed
borrowers are spending more than 40% of
their monthly income on EMIs. In many
households, nearly half the salary is
already committed before food, rent,
transport, school fees, or medical
expenses are accounted for.The pressure
is particularly severe among lower- and
middle-income earners. Borrowers with
monthly incomes between Rs 35,000 and
Rs 65,000 reported EMI obligations
ranging from Rs 28,000 to Rs 52,000.

At these levels, household budgeting stops
being a matter of choice and becomes an
exercise in survival.This is no longer
borrowing to get ahead. It is borrowing to
stay afloat.

FRESH LOANS TO REPAY EXISTING
ONES

When EMIs swallow incomes, families
resort to coping strategies that often

worsen their situation over time.

deterioration.

Around 40% of distressed borrowers said CUTTING ON ESSENTIALS TO PAY

they rotate credit cards just to manage

EMIs

expenses. Another 22% rely on friends, The strain of sustained repayments shows

family members, or informal lenders for
support.Many take fresh loans to repay
older ones, pushing themselves deeper
into a cycle of borrowing that becomes
harder to escape with each passing
month.These measures offer temporary
relief, typically lasting two to six months.
But they also increase interest burdens,
reduce future borrowing capacity, and
accelerate long-term financial

billion on October 31,2024 to $190.7 billion on October 31, 2025.

New Delhi.(Agency)

In what may be a strategic shift
towards foreign exchange reserve
diversification and non-dollar assets
amid rising global economic and
geopolitical risks, the Reserve Bank
of India has cut 21% of'its holdings of
US Treasury securities.According to
the US Department of Treasury, RBI’s
holding of US bonds dropped from
$241.4 billion on October 31, 2024 to
$190.7 billion on October 31, 2025,
marking a shift in forex strategy
towards better asset diversification.

The US follows October-September as
its fiscal year.According to a
Bloomberg analysis, this is the first
annual dip in US treasury investments
by RBI in the past four years. The
drawdown comes despite relatively
attractive yields in US bonds. During
the period, the yield on the benchmark

New Delhi.(Agency)

IReliance Jio Platforms is planning to
sell 2.5% of its shares through an
upcoming initial public offering (IPO)
this year. According to a report, this
could become India’s largest-ever
IPO, raising more than $4 billion.

In November, investment bank
Jefferies estimated Jio’s valuation
at $180 billion. At this valuation,
selling a 2.5% stake would raise
about $4.5 billion. This would be
bigger than Hyundai Motor India’s
$3.3 billion IPO in 2024.

The report, quoting sources, said the
company prefers to list only 2.5% @8
of its shares because of Jio’s large [
size. Currently, Indian rules [
require companies to sell at least
5% in an IPO, but a proposal to
reduce this limit to 2.5% for large
companies is still waiting for approval
from the finance ministry.As per the
report, one source said Reliance would
prefer to list 2.5% if the rules are
changed, as a smaller share sale could
help create better pricing. Some

i

bankers are suggesting a valuation
between $200 billion and $240 billion,
but Reliance has not yet decided on a
final valuation.

Reliance Jio Platforms, owned by

10-year US bonds traded in 4-4.8%
range.Experts say this steep reduction
is not driven by yield considerations
but by a reassessment of the allocation
of reserves, which hovered around

Reliance Jio Platforms plans 2.5% IPO this
year, could be biggest ever in India

Mukesh Ambani, has over 500 million Although formal appointments have not
users and holds a 41.41% share of
India’s wireless subscriber market.
Over the past six years, Jio has
expanded into areas like artificial
intelligence and has raised funds from

much as 64 tonnes from overseas
vaults.China, too, reduced its treasury
holding by 9.3% to $688.7 billion
during the year.

global investors such as KKR, General
Atlantic, Silver Lake, and the Abu
Dhabi Investment Authority.

When contacted, the company declined
to comment on the IPO plans.

yet been made, bankers from Morgan
Stanley and Kotak are already working
with Reliance on preparing the PO
documents, which is usually a lengthy
process.

$700 billion in October.As part of
diversification, RBI has been
building its gold reserves. After a
record 64 tonnes of gold buy in
2024, the central bank has been
going slow in adding the yellow
metal in 2025, which as of
September-end stood at 880.8
tonnes. Gold’s share in the total
foreign exchange reserves shot
up to 13.9% by September, up
from 9% in the year-ago
period.In 2025, RBI made only
modest direct purchases of gold
to the tune of 4 tonnes till
September, but significantly
increased its domestically held
reserves by repatriating over as

It is still unclear whether the
IPO will be an offer-for-
sale, where existing
shareholders sell their
shares, or a fresh issue of
new shares.The report also
noted that in 2019,
Mukesh Ambani had said
Jio would be listed within
five years. This year, Jio is
also expected to face
competition from Elon
Musk’s Starlink, which
may launch its internet
services in India in the
coming months.

up most clearly in what households are
forced to sacrifice.Around 65% of
borrowers surveyed said they had cut
back on essential spending. This
includes withdrawing children from
schools or tuition classes, deferring
medical treatment, cancelling insurance
policies, and reducing food and
nutrition budgets.Other measures are
more drastic. Sixteen percent of
borrowers reported taking salary
advances. Fifteen percent were forced to
liquidate assets. This included selling
gold or jewellery, redeeming stocks or
mutual funds, and in some cases, selling

property.

These are not financial planning decisions.

They are emergency responses to
prolonged pressure. Once savings are
exhausted and assets are sold, families are
left with no cushion for the next crisis.

SoftBank trims stake in Ola
Electric to 13.53% following
open market sell-off

New Delhi.(Agency)

SoftBank, through its investment arm SVF II
Ostrich (DE) LLC, has reduced its stake in Ola
Electric Mobility Limited by 2.15%, according to
a regulatory filing released today. The Japanese
conglomerate offloaded nearly 94.6 million equity
shares between September 3, 2025, and January 5,
2026, via open market transactions. After the sale,
Softbank now holds 13.53% in Ola Electric.

This divestment marks the second significant stake
reduction by SoftBank in the electric vehicle (EV)
maker within six months.

The disclosure was triggered on January 5, 2026,
when a final sale of 8.4 million shares caused the
cumulative disposal to breach the 2% regulatory
threshold mandated by SEBI (Substantial
Acquisition of Shares and Takeovers)
Regulations.The stake sale comes at a volatile
time for Ola Electric. While the stock (currently
trading at Rs 39.5) has struggled significantly —

trading nearly 73% below its post-listing high of
?157.40 and roughly 44% below its IPO price of
776 —the first week of 2026 had shown signs of a
rebound.Shares surged nearly 27% in early
January as investors reacted to a reported business
turnaround in December 2025. The company
attributed a December rise in market share
(reaching approximately 12% in the latter half of
the month) to its new "Hyperservice" initiative,
which aims to resolve long-standing service
backlogs.Despite these operational gains,
SoftBank’s exit follows a similar move by founder
Bhavish Aggarwal divested a 2.2% stake valued at
more than Rs 324 crore in the company to repay
personal loans. Aggarwal currently holds around
28% stake in the company.

Lemon Tree hotels unveils major restructuring,
Warburg Pincus invests Rs 960 crore in Fleur Hotels

_—
Under the scheme, hotel assets
currently owned by Lemon Tree will
be transferred to Fleur, which will
become the group’s dedicated vehicle
for owning and developing

properties.
——
New Delhi.(Agency)

In a strategic move aimed at unlocking
long-term shareholder value and
capitalising on India’s hospitality boom,
Lemon Tree Hotels Limited announced
on Friday a comprehensive
reorganization of its business and a
significant investment from global private
equity giant Warburg Pincus.The Board of
Directors of Lemon Tree Hotels has
approved a Composite Scheme of
Arrangement designed to split the group
into two distinct, high-growth platforms.
Concurrently, Warburg Pincus, through
its affiliate Coastal Cedar Investments
B.V,, will acquire APG Strategic Real

Estate Pool N.V.’s entire 41.09% stake in
Fleur Hotels Limited, a subsidiary of
Lemon Tree. Furthermore, Warburg
Pincus has committed to infuse up to Rs
960 crore of primary capital into Fleur to
fuel its expansion.The restructuring
plan, subject to regulatory and
shareholder approvals, will result in
transforming Lemon Tree Hotels
Limited into a pure-play, asset-light
hotel management, franchising, and
digital brand platform, while evolving
Fleur Hotels Limited from a subsidiary
into a large-scale, growth-oriented hotel
ownership and development platform,
combining existing assets with a robust
pipeline.Under the scheme, hotel assets
currently owned by Lemon Tree will be
transferred to Fleur, which will become
the group’s dedicated vehicle for owning
and developing properties. Lemon Tree
will then manage these assets under long-
term agreements, focusing on growing its
management and franchise network
without the capital intensity of
ownership.

A Renewed Partnership for Growth

This investment marks a reunion between

Warburg Pincus and Lemon Tree,
recalling the former’s pivotal investment
in 2006 that helped build the hotel chain
into a national brand. The transaction
involves the execution of a Share
Purchase Agreement for the stake sale and
a Shareholders’ Agreement governing the
fresh capital infusion.Post-reorganization
and investment, Lemon Tree will be
holding 41.03% in Fleur. Public
shareholding of Lemon Tree will be
32.96%, and Warburg Pincus (26.01%).
Fleur is slated for a separate listing on the
National Stock Exchange (NSE) and
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) within
12-15 months.Patanjali Govind Keswani,
Founder of Lemon Tree, will serve as the
Executive Chairman of Fleur Hotels and
will eventually transition to a Non-
Executive role at Lemon Tree.
Commenting on the development,
Keswani said the scheme aims to create a
“simplified, transparent, and growth-
oriented structure” to enhance
shareholder value. He emphasized
leveraging Warburg Pincus’s global
expertise to scale responsibly and embed
sustainability into the group’s growth

journey.Anish Saraf, Managing Director
at Warburg Pincus, praised Lemon Tree’s
pioneering role in India’s mid-market
hospitality sector and expressed
confidence in supporting the platform’s
next chapter of growth amid favorable
industry fundamentals.

Scale and market context
Post-transaction, Fleur will become one of

India’s largest hotel asset owners, with its
portfolio expanding to 5,813 keys across
41 hotels from the current 3,993 keys
across 24 hotels.Lemon Tree, meanwhile
will continue to manage an extensive
portfolio, including the Fleur-owned
hotels and its existing third-party
managed properties, totalling over 6,000
operational keys and a pipeline of more
than 9,400 keys across 127 hotels in
various development stages globally.

The Scheme’s appointed date is set for April

1, 2026. It involves the merger of certain
Lemon Tree subsidiaries and the
demerger of 12 hotels (11 operational and
one under construction) along with
development capabilities into Fleur.
Morgan Stanley acted as the exclusive
financial advisor for the transaction.APG,
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Can Biman Bangladesh avoid long detour
~ to reach Karachi? India has the key

New Delhi.(Agency)
Bangladesh's flag carrier Biman Bangladesh
Airlines is set up to resume direct flights
between Dhaka and Karachi, marking the end
of the over-decade-long hiatus in non-stop air
links between the two countries. The flight
service, starting January 29, comes amid
growing bonhomie between Bangladesh and
Pakistan following the ouster of PM Sheikh
Hasina in August 2024. Since India and
Pakistan have banned their airspace for each
other's aircraft, would New Delhi allow the
Dhaka-Karachi flight over its territory, at a

Following growing honhomie
between Pakistan and
Bangladesh, direct flights
between Dhaka and Karachi
are set to resume from January

29, after over a decade. Since

India and Pakistan have

banned each other's aircraft

On being asked about the Dhaka-

existing agreements, the key
ultimately lies in New Delhi's hands, it
seems. Technically and legally, India
holds the key.

Karachi flight services, Foreign
Ministry spokesperson, Randhir ¢
Jaiswal said, "Yes, we have seen
reports about flight connections
between Bangladesh and Pakistan.
Such issues will be dealt with as per
the AThe bilateral agreement signed
by both governments in 1978 governs

Muhammad Yunus met PM  Shehbaz
Sharif twice and Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar visited Dhaka. A 27% surge in
bilateral trade between August and
December 2024 followed by a 20% year-
on-year increase by December 2025 was
reported. They sighed a memorandum on
trade aiming for $1 billion in agreements
and investments, according to The
Diplomat, a Washington DC-based news
magazine.

Military cooperation has also deepened.

The Bangladeshi Air Force chief visited

trom their respective airspaces,
would New Delhi allow the
Dhaka-Karachi air service to
operate over its territory, amid
strained India-Bangladesh
ties?

lowest ebb?

Four AAP MLAs out for rest
of Delhi Assembly winter
session

New Delhi.(Agency)

Speaker Vijender Gupta on Friday suspended four Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) MLAs for the remaining period of
the ongoing Winter Session of the Delhi Assembly for
“disrupting” House proceedings.

In a statement, Gupta said, “due to the continuous
disruption of the proceedings of the House and violation
of its decorum, Opposition members (AAP) Som Dutt,
Jarnail Singh, Sanjeev Jha and Kuldeep Kumar are
suspended from the House for the rest of the Winter
Session.”

The Vidhan Sabha Secretariat said that the decision of the
Speaker was exercised strictly to preserve the authority,
ordet, and dignity of the House and in full conformity
with the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business of
the Delhi Legislative Assembly.

The AAP MLAs demonstrated inside the Assembly
complex demanding immediate resignation of minister
Kapil Mishra for sharing a video related to alleged insult
of Guru Tegh Bahadur by Leader of Opposition
Atishi.Raising slogans outside the House, AAP leaders
urged the Speaker to cancel the BIJP minister’s
membership, with Chief Whip Sanjeev Jha saying the
misuse of Guru Sahil’s name to defame LoP Atishi was
unacceptable. The demonstration was led by AAPMLAS
Jarnail Singh and Kuldeep Kumar.Meanwhile, Delhi BTP
leaders and party workers also held a massive protest
outside the AAP office against the alleged insult of Sikh
Guru Guru Tegh Bahadur by Atishi. A large number of
workers from the Delhi BJP’s Sikh Cell also participated
in the protest. BJP workers gathered at Windsor Place and
marched towards the AAP office, raising slogans
demanding Atishi’s resignation and an apology from
Arvind Kejriwal and Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann.

Delhi Education Minister calls for
stronger links between college

campuses & market

-
Nearly 45% of Indian sturtups are led by

women, Sood said calling entrepreneurship an
effective tool for social and economic
transformation.

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi government on Friday launched the Delhi
Startup Yuva Festival 2026 at Netaji Subhas University
of Technology, with Education Minister Ashish Sood
describing students as key drivers of innovation and
calling for stronger links between campuses and
markets. Addressing students, mentors and industry
representatives, Sood said universities are no longer
limited to academic instruction and are increasingly
emerging as centres of entrepreneurship and innovation.

Referring to India’s startup ecosystem, the minister
said the country had a limited presence in the sector
before 2014, but has since witnessed rapid growth. India
now has close to 125 unicorns and over 1.97 lakh DPIIT-
recognised startups, making it the world’s third-largest
startup ecosystem, attributing the expansion to policy-
driven referms.

Nearly 45% of Indian startups are led by women, Sood
said calling entrepreneurship an effective tool for social
and economic transformation. He said women-led
enterprises have contributed to wider community
development by generating employment and promoting
inclusive growth.

The minister said the Delhi government, under CM
Rekha Gupta is working to position the capital as a hub
for student-led innovation. He added that the Startup
Yuva Festival would be developed into an annual
platform bringing together educational institutions,
mentors, investors and industry stakeholders. According
to the minister, over 75,000 students are currently
participating in Delhi government-supported
entrepreneurship programmes, with an annual growth
rate of around 30%. More than 470 startups are being
incubated across sectors such as healthcare,
sustainability and manufacturing, he said, adding that
early-stage startups are generating four to five jobs in
their first year.

time when India-Bangladesh ties are at the

If India doesn't allow overtlying rights to Biman
Bangladesh, the Dhaka-Karachi flight would
have to circumnavigate the Indian peninsula.
That would turn athree-hour, 2,300-kilometre
journey into one of over 5,800 kilometres and
nearly eight hours. Also, since India's
Ministry of External Affairs on Friday said
that the service would be dealt with as per

alr services

including overflight rights, designated routes,
and the conditions under which

permissions

ties between

New Delhi.(Agency)

Pakistan’s recent constitutional
amendments reflect the failures it faced
during Operation Sindoor, Chief of
Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan
said on Friday,
suggesting that the
neighbouring country
rushed changes to
address shortcomings
exposed during the
operation.

Addressing the Pune
Public Policy Festival, &
General Chaunhan said, '
“The changes which
have been brought about
in Pakistan, including
the constitutional
amendment done
hurriedly, are actually an
acknowledgement of the fact that
everything didn’t go well for them in
this operation. They found a lot of
shortcomings and deficiencies.”

Agreement with Bangladesh".

AFTER HASINA'S FALL, NEW DELHI-
DHAKA TIES SOURED, ISLAMABAD-
DHAKACAME CLOSER

After the fall of Hasina's regime in August 2024,

between India and Bangladesh,

such
can be suspended.ir Services

India and Bangladesh have been

strained over various issues like border

security, minority rights, and even over a
political murder in Dhaka. Political leaders of
Bangladesh, who led the Islamist-backed
protests against Hagina, have repeatedly
spewed venom on India, attacking its
territorial integrity.
After Sheikh Hasina's ouster, a result of an
Islamist plot, Bangladesh and Pakistan have
strengthened ties through multiple high-level

Pakistan last week and expressed interest in
acquiring the China-Pakistan-made JF-17
fighter jets. He even met Pakistan's Chief of
Defence Forces, Asim Munir. Forces of both
nations participated in the Aman-25 maritime
exercise.Direct sea trade resumed for the first
time since 1971. Pakistani vessels have been
provided with allowances at Mongla port.
Visarelaxations have beenmade. Rahat Fateh
AliKhan performed in Dhaka.

engagements. Interim regime's chief

Op Sindoor exposed Pak failures, forced it
to change Constitution: Defence chief

KEY STRUCTURAL CHANGES IN

PAKISTAN’S DEFENCE SETUP

The amendment to Article 243 of

Pakistan’s Constitution has brought
significant alterations to the country’s

higher defence organisation. General
Chauhan explained that the post of
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee, intended te promote
jointness among the three services, has

been abelished. In ifs place, Pakistan
has created the post of Chief of
Defence Forces (CDF).However, he
noted a critical limitation, “This post
can be created only by the Chief of
Army Staff, which goes against
the basic principle of jointness.”
Pakistan has also created a
National Strategy Command
and an Army Rocket Forces
Command. “From both
conventional and strategic
standpoints, this may
strengthen their capabilities.
What they have essentially
done is concentrate power by
creating these new structures,”
the CDS said.General Chauhan
added, “Today, the Army Chiel
will be responsible for land
operafions, joint operations with the
Navy and Air Force through the CDF,
aswell as strategic and nuclear matters.
The creation of the Rocket Forces
Command adds another.

Delhi government believes in delivering, not
in staging protests: (M Rekha Gupta

New Delhi.(Agency)
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on Friday
presented a detailed, data-driven account
of her government’s performance over
the past 11 months in the Delhi
Legislative Assembly, while
sharply attacking the
previous Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government for what
she described as years of
mismanagement, failures and
corruption.
Participating in the
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Thanks’® to Lieutenant :
Governor VK Saxena’s !
address during the Winter

Session, Gupta said the L-G’s speech
was 1ot a roufine constitutional exercise
but a clear roadmap for a new

governance model in Delhi.
She said the government was moving
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away from “confrontational politics
towards coordination, accountability and
outcome-based governance”. Gupta told
the House that for the first time in years,
the Centre, the Lieutenant Governor, the
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Municipal Corporation of Delhi and
other agencies were working in
coordination rather than in conflict.
“Our government believes in
delivering, not in staging protests,” she
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said, adding that decisions were now
focused on implementation and public
service rather than announcements and
politicalnoise.

During her speech, the CM became
emotional and said the opposition
was deliberately targeting her
over a “human error”. She alleged
that the “Opposition was unable
to accept the fact that
DelHighlighting the ideological

e e framework of her government,
" Gupta said it draws inspiration

from Mahatma Gandhi’s concept
' of Sarvodaya, Pandit Deendayal
' Upadhyaya’s philosophy of
Antyodaya and Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s nationalism, while working
to realise Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of “Viksit Bharat, Viksit
Delhi” hi now has a woman Chief
Minister”.

New fee regulation law curtails
autonomy: Delhi’s minority

schools to HC; court refuses stay

New Delhi.(Agency)

After private unaided schools, minority schools in
the Capital have challenged the Delhi School
Education (Transparency in Fixation and Regulation
of Fees) Act, 2025, which came into effect last
month, primarily on the ground that it violates the
autonomy guaranteed to the minerity institutions
under the Constitution. The High Court, however,
vet again refused to stay the law, as it heard a bunch
of petitions by the minority schools on Friday.

On Thursday, in response to a batch of petitions
filed by the schools challenging the constitutional
validity of the new school fee regulation law in the
High Court, the Delhi Education department had
agreed fo extend the deadline for constituting the
School-level Fee Regulation Committee (SLFRCY)
fo January 20, instead of the earlier deadline of
January 10.

The minerity schools on Friday in their plea
highlighted that the new law stipulates the
constitution of 1 1-member SLFRC in such a manner
that it consists of nine ‘outsiders’ — three teachers,
five parents and one Directorate of Education (DoE})
nominee. This “amounts to taking away
management’s right to fix the fee”, they told the
court. Senior advocate Romy Chacko, appearing on
behalf of the schools, argued that under Article 30 of
the Constitution, one of the basic rights minerity
schools have isthe right to fix the fee. “ Any statutory
committee dealing with administration of a minarity
school cannothave outsiders,” hesaid .

Adding that the law mandates unanimeus
agreement of all SLFRC members for the proposed
fee, with even a single member’s dissent leading to a
veto over the proposal, Chacko told the division
bench of Chief Justice DK Upadhyaya and Justice
Tejas Karia, “It is like the United Nations Security
Council... every member has right to veto.”

Relying on judicial precedents set by the Supreme
Court on the extent of rights of the managerments of
minority schools, the schools pointed out that the
management of minority schools “must be free of
control so that the founders or their nominees can
mould the institution as they think it and in
accordance with their ideas as to how interest of the
community and the institution will be best served”.

The schools have contended that the source of
mncome for all unaided schools is the fee provided by
the students which is used by the schools to meet the
expenses, including salaries and other expenses
mcurred by the school, and “if it does not have the
freedom to decide the fee structure of the school”,
the management will not be able to administer the
school.

Now, get full court fee refund in Delhi even for private
settlements: How this could benefit litigants

New Delhi.(Agency)

On Tuesday, the Delhi Legislative
Assembly passed an amendment to the
Court Fees Act, 1870, under which
litigants will now get full refund of court
fees for disputes settled outside the court.

Matters which are settled out of court are
dealt with under Section &9 of the Code of
Civil Procedure. “Where it appears to the
Court that there exist elements of a
settlement which may be acceptable to the
parties, the Court shall formulate the terms
of settlement and give them to the parties
for their observations and after receiving
the observations of the parties, the Court
may reformulate the terms of a possible
settlement and refer the same for
arbitration, conciliation, judicial
settlement including settlement through
Lok Adalat or mediation,” the section
reads.

Under the new amendment, a full refund
of court fees would be provided in all cases
where the court has referred the parties to
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)

mechanisms mentioned under Section 89.
Along with this, cases of private settlement
that are not covered under Section 89
would also be eligible for a fullrefund.

What was the fee structure prior to the
amendment?

Prior to the amendment, two
distinct regimes of refund of court
fees operated in Delhi. Where
settlement occurred following a
court-referred  alterative dispute
resolution process under Section 89,
the litigant was entitled to a full
refund of the court fee. However,
when parties settled the dispute by
mutual agreement outside such court-
referred mechanisms, the refund was
limited to 50 per cent.

Prior to the amendment, Section 16,
titled “refund of fee” of the Court Fees Act,
1870, read: “Where the court refers the
parties to the suit to any one of the mode of
settlement of dispute referred to in section
89 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (5
of 1908), the plaintiff shall be entitled to a

certificate from the cowt authorising him
to receive back from the collector, the full
amount of the fee paid in respect of such
plaint.”

In 2010, Section 16A was inserted to

extend the benefit of a S0 per cent refund of
court fees in cases where parties settle
disputes amicably outside formal ADR
mechanisms.

Under the new amendment, Section 16A
has been omitted. On the other hand,
Section 16 has been amended to read:
“Where the parties to a suit or appeal, at

any stage of such suit or appeal, settle their
dispute amicably, with or without the
intervention of the Cowt and with or
without invoking any of the modes of
settlement of dispute, referred to in section
&9 of the Code of Civil Procedure,
1908 (5 of 1908) and the said suit or
appeal is disposed of as settled by
| the court, the plaintiff shall be
entitled to a certificate from the
Court authorising him to receive
back from the collector, the fuall
amount ofthe fee.”

What are the fees that applicants
have to pay?

The Court Fees Act in Delhi lists
out the fee schedule. For instance,
petitions filed under Article 226 of
the Constitution (Power of High Courts to
1ssue certain writs) at the Delli High Court
have a court fee of Rs 100, and petitions
seeking execution or enforcement of any
Judgment or decree by any court before the
Delhi High Court attract a court fee of Rs
1,000.
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Nicolas Maduro Rejected
Asylum Offers While US
Planned His Capture: Report

NEW YORK. (Agency)

International efforts to secure a safe exit for Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro reportedly failed before he
was captured by US forces, according to a report.

On Christmas Eve, an urgent diplomatic moment
happened at the Vatican. Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the
Vatican's Secretary of State and a seasoned diplomatic
mediator, called in the US ambassador to the Holy
See, Brian Burch, according to government
documents obtained by The Washington Post. Parolin
sought clarity on the Donald Trump administration's
plans in Venezuela. He reportedly asked if the US
would target only drug traffickers or if regime change
was the ultimate objective.The cardinal had spent
days trying to contact Secretary of State Marco Rubio
to prevent further destabilisation in Venezuela.
During his discussion with Burch, he indicated that
Russia was prepared to offer asylum to Maduro.

“What was proposed to (Maduro) ws that he would go
away, and he would be able to enjoy his money. Part of
that ask was that (President Vladimir) Putin would
guarantee security,” said a person familiar with the
Russian offer. The offer went unheeded. A week later,
American Special Operations forces seized Maduro
and his wife in a raid, flying them to New York to face
drug trafficking charges.According to The
Washington Post, the Vatican meeting is one of
several previously unreported efforts by the
Americans and intermediaries, Russians, Qataris,
Turks, the Catholic Church and others to find a safe
harbour for Maduro ahead of the US operation.

“It is disappointing that parts of a confidential
conversation were disclosed that do not accurately
reflect the content of the conversation itself, which
took place during the Christmas period,” the Vatican
press office told The Post.Documents and interviews
with nearly 20 officials reveal extensive international
attempts to guide Maduro into exile and avoid military
intervention. These included repeated offers for him
to leave Venezuela, but the former bus driver turned
president consistently rebuffed them.

Hindu Farmer Shot Dead By
Land Owner In Pakistan,
Minority Groups Protest

JACKSON. (Agency)

A Hindu farmer was shot dead by a land owner in
Pakistan's Sindh province earlier this week, sparking
huge protests by the minority groups in the country.

According to reports, the accused - identified as
Sarfaraz Nizamani, a feudal lord, shot the Hindu
farmer tenant, Kailash Kolhi, in his chest. He died on
the spot.

The reason behind the murder is not yet known.

Many Hindu minority and human rights groups have
been leading massive protests against the Pakistani
federal and local government in Sindh. They are
demanding the arrest of the accused and a case to be
registered against him under the charges of murder
and terrorism. The groups are also demanding
complete protection for the family of the victim.

"Emergency measures must be taken across Sindh to
ensure the protection of life," the protesting groups
said.Shiva Kachhi, chairman of the minority rights
organisation Pakistan Darawar Ittehad, strongly
condemned the killing and called it a "brutal and
cold-blooded murder"."The blood of Kailash Kolhi
demands justice from all of us. This is not just the
murder of one individual, but an attack on humanity,
justice, and the fundamental rights and safety of
minorities in Sindh. Our struggle will continue until
the perpetrators are brought before the law and
justice is served," he wrote in a post on X.

This comes days after the Pakistan Foreign Minister
lectured India on minority rights while criticising the
demolition drive near the Faiz-e-Elahi Mosque in
Delhi's Turkman Gate area. India had rejected
Pakistan's remarks, calling them "abysmal".

JD Vance, Tulsi Gabbard
Excluded From Maduro Plan?
What US Vice President Said

MINNEAPOLIS. (Agency)

The White House excluded Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard from months of planning
to oust Nicolas Maduro because her previous
opposition to military action in Venezuela cast doubt
on her willingness to support the operation, people
familiar with the matter said.

The move to cut Gabbard out of the meetings was so
well-known that some White House aides joked that
the acronym of her title, DNI, stood for “Do Not
Invite,” according to three of the people. They asked
not to be identified discussing private conversations.
A White House official denied there was any such
joke.As a Democratic congresswoman in 2019,
Gabbard said the US needs to “stay out” of Venezuela,
and as recently as last month she railed against
“warmongers” pushing the US into conflict.

The exclusion was the latest evidence of long-running
tension over Gabbard's role in the Donald Trump
administration, and has underscored how the
president's decision to oust Maduro — despite
campaigning against starting new wars — has
widened fissures not only among his MAGA
supporters but also within his team. Vice President JD
Vance labeled as “false” the notion that he or Gabbard
have been left out of the operation's planning. White
House Communications Director Steven Cheung said
Trump “has full confidence in DNI Gabbard and she's
doing a fantastic job.“We're all part of the same
team,” Vance told reporters at the White House on
Thursday. “One of the things that is really amazing
about that operation is that we kept it very tight to the
senior Cabinet level officials and related officials in
our government and we kept this operation secret for
a very long time.”A senior intelligence official
pushed back against the characterization that
Gabbard had been excluded, saying she provided
intelligence that helped the overall mission, even if it
was less operational and more analytical.

At least four dead, dozens missing after
massive frash heap collapse in Philippines

Rescuers were now facing the

danger of further collapse as

they navigated the wreckage,

Cebu rescuer Jo Reyes told AFP

on Saturday."Operations are ongoing as of
the moment. It is continuous. (But) from
time to time, the landfill is moving, and that
will temporarily stop the operation,”" she

said."We have to stop for a while for the

safety of our rescuers."Information from
the disaster site has been emerging slowly,
with city employees citing the lack of &

on Saturday.

PHILIPPINES . (Agency)

Hard hat-wearing rescue workers and
backhoes dug through rubble in search of
survivors on Saturday in the shadow of a
mountain of garbage that buried dozens of
landfill employees in the central
Philippines, killing at least four.About 50
sanitation workers were buried when
refuse toppled onto them Thursday from
what a city councillor estimated was a
height of 20 storeys at the Binaliw Landfill,
aprivately operated facility in Cebu City.
Rescuers were now facing the danger of
further collapse as they navigated the
wreckage, Cebu rescuer Jo Reyes told AFP

signal from the dumpsite, which serviced
Cebu and other surrounding communities.

Joel Garganera, a Cebu City council member,
told AFP that as of 10:00 am (0200 GMT),
the death toll from the disaster had
climbed to four, with 34 still missing.

The four casualties were inside the facility
when it happened... They have these staff
houses inside where most people who
were buried stayed," he said."It's very
difficult on the part of the rescuers,

because there are really heavy (pieces of At least 12 employees have so far been
pulled alive from the garbage and

steel), and every now and then, the garbage
is moving because of the weight from
above," Garganera said."We are hoping
against hope here and praying for
miracles," he said when asked about the
timeline for rescue efforts.""We cannot just

hospitalised.
'Alarming' height

Iranians protest for 13th day amid internet
blackout; Trump warns US could strike

JERUSALEM. (Agency)
Iranians took to the streets in new
protests Friday to press the biggest
movement against the Islamic
republic in more than three years, as
authorities sustained an internet
blackout as part of a crackdown that
has left dozens dead.Protests have
taken place across Iran for 13 days in
a movement sparked by anger over
the rising cost of living that is now
marked by calls for the end of the
clerical system that has ruled Iran
since the 1979 Islamic revolution
which ousted the pro-Western
shah.In Tehran's Sadatabad district,
people banged pots and chanted anti-
government slogans including "death
to Khamenei", in reference to supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, as cars
hooted in support, a video verified by
AFP showed.Other social media
images showed similar protests
elsewhere in Tehran, while videos
published by Persian language
television channels based outside Iran
showed large numbers taking part in
new protests in the eastern city of
Mashhad, Tabriz in the north and the
holy city of Qom.These protests

followed giant demonstrations on
Thursday that were the biggest in Iran
since the 2022-2023 protest movement
sparked by the custody death of Mahsa
Amini, who had been arrested for

allegedly violating the dress rules for
women.The rallies came as internet
monitor NetBlocks said authorities
imposed a "nationwide internet
shutdown" for the last 24 hours that
was violating the rights of Iranians and
"masking regime violence".Amnesty
International said the "blanket internet
shutdown" aims to "hide the true
extent of the grave human rights
violations and crimes under
international law they are carrying out

to crush" the protests.

Norway-based NGO Iran Human Rights,

raising a previous toll of 45 issued the
day earlier, said at least 51 protesters,
including nine children, have been
killed by security forces and
hundreds more injured.Stained
with blood'

In his first comments on the

Khamenei on Friday called the
demonstrators "vandals" and
"saboteurs".Khamenei, in a
speech broadcast on state TV, said
US President Donald Trump's
hands "are stained with the blood
of more than a thousand Iranians",
in apparent reference to Israel's
June war against the Islamic republic,
which the US supported and joined
with strikes of its own.He predicted the
"arrogant" US leader would be
"overthrown" like the imperial
dynasty that ruled Iran up to the 1979
revolution.
"Everyone knows the Islamic republic

came to power with the blood of

hundreds of thousands of honourable
people, it will not back down in the
face of saboteurs."

Trump repeats stopping India-Pak conflict claim, says
he deserves Nobel; Obama “did nothing to earn it’

World. (Agency)

US President Donald Trump has once
again claimed that he stopped a
conflict between India and Pakistan,
saying “no one in history is more
deserving” of the Nobel Peace Prize
than him, while sharply criticising
former president Barack Obama for
receiving the award despite having
“done nothing”.

Trump made the remarks during a
meeting at the White House on Friday
with oil and gas executives, where
discussions focused on plans related
to Venezuelan oil reserves. During the
interaction, he reiterated his claim
that eight jets were shot down during
the India-Pakistan conflict in May last
year, without clarifying which side
suffered the losses.“Look whether
people like Trump or don't like Trump,
I settled eight wars, big ones,” Trump

said, adding that some of these
conflicts had lasted between 25 and
36 years. Referring to India and
Pakistan, he said the two countries
were “just getting ready to start” a war,
during which “already eight jets were
shot out of the air”.The US president
also said Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, who visited
Washington last year, had credited
him with saving millions of lives by
stopping the conflict between the tw
nuclear-armed neighbours.This was
the second time in as many days that
Trump publicly claimed credit for
halting the India-Pakistan standoff.
He has repeatedly made this assertion
since May 10 last year, when he
announced on social media that India
and Pakistan had agreed to a “full and
immediate” ceasefire after a “long
night” of talks he said were mediated

by Washington.India has consistently
rejected claims of third-party
mediation. New Delhi has maintained
that the understanding to end
hostilities was reached bilaterally
after four days of intense cross-border
drone and missile strikes.

India launched Operation Sindoor on
May 7 last year, targeting terror
infrastructure in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, in
retaliation for the April 22 Pahalgam
attack that killed 26 civilians. India
and Pakistan reached an
understanding on May 10 to end the
conflict.

Trump said that since returning to office,
he had stopped eight wars within
eight months of his second term,
arguing that a Nobel Peace Prize
should be awarded for “every war you
stopped”.

jump to the retrieval (of bodies), because
there are a lot of family members who are
within the property waiting for any
positive result."

"Every now and then when it rains, there are
landslides happening around the city of
Cebu ... how much more (dangerous is

that) for a landfill or a mountain that is
made of garbage?" Garganera said in a
phone call with AFP."The garbage is like a
sponge, they really absorb water. It doesn't
(take) a rocket scientist to say that

» cventually, the incident will
happen."Garganera described the
height from which the trash fell as
"alarming", estimating the top of the
pile had stood 20 storeys above the area
struck.Drivers had long complained
about the dangers of navigating the
steep road to the top, he added.Photos
released by police on Friday showed a
massive mound of trash atop a hill
directly behind buildings that a city
information officer had told AFP also
contained administrative offices.

Garganera noted that the disaster was a
"sad, double whammy" for the city, as the
facility was the "lone service provider" for
Cebu and adjacent communities.

The landfill "processes 1,000 tons of
municipal solid waste daily", according to
the website of its operator, Prime
Integrated Waste Solutions.

escalating protests since January 3,

Japanese Man Arrested Under

1889 Duelling Law After Fatal
Fight Over Board Game

DUBA. . (Agency)

AlJapanese man has been arrested under a 1889 law that

bars duelling in the country. Fuzuki Asari, 26,
arranged a duel with 30-year-old Naoya Matsuda in a
public square last year after the two had a fallout over
a board game. Matsuda, who was hurt badly during
the brawl, was taken to the hospital and died from
organ failure caused by brain damage three weeks
later. The Tokyo Metropolitan Police stated that Asari
conspired with a male Mongolian national to
challenge Matsuda on a sidewalk in the Kabukicho
red-light district. During the fight, Asari allegedly
threw Matsuda to the ground. It has not been specified
whether any weapons were involved in the fight.

According to a report in The Japan Times, the 1889

anti-duelling law states that “anyone who has
engaged in a duel shall be punished by imprisonment
for no less than two years and no more than five
years". Though there is no written definition of a duel,
a Supreme Court ruling defined it as “an act of
combat in which the parties mutually agree to inflict
physical or life-threatening violence".

Apart from being charged under the anti-duelling law,

Asari could also be charged for causing death from
involuntary injury under Japan's criminal law, which
carries a prison sentence of at least three years. The
Mongolian man who was at the scene and incited the
duel has already been deported for illegal residence.

Previous Instances
Japan's 137-year-old anti-duelling law is rarely

enforced in modern times. Despite this, a recent and
unusual case occurred in October last year, when a
high school student and an adult man were arrested on
suspicion of duelling in a prefecture north of Tokyo.

Historically, duelling was a tradition among the

samurai class during Japan's Edo period, but this
practice became increasingly subject to regulation
over time.

Wife of Minnesota woman killed in ICE
shooting: 'We had whistles. They had guns’

WASHINGTON .(Agency)

The wife of Renee Good, the woman shot Trump administration officials have painted
Renee Good as a domestic terrorist who
tried to run over an officer with her vehicle.

and killed in her car by a federal
immigration agent in Minneapolis, says the
couple had stopped to support their
neighbors on the day of the shooting and
described the mother of three as leaving a
legacy of kindness.“We had whistles. They
had guns,” Becca Good said in a written
statement Friday that was provided to
Minnesota Public Radio.The statement
was her first pblic commet about the death
of Renee Good, 37, who was Kkilled
Wednesday after three Immigration and
Customs Enforcement officers surrounded
her Honda Pilot SUV on a snowy street a
few blocks from the couple's home. Video
taken by bystanders show an officer
approaching the SUV stopped across the
middle of the road, demanding the driver
open the door and grabbing the handle.The
vehicle begins to pull forward and a
different ICE officer standing in front of it
pulls his weapon and immediately fires at
least two shots at close range, jumping

back as the vehicle moves toward him.

State and local officials in Minneapolis,
as well as protesters, have rejected that
characterization.Becca Good has not

responded to calls and messages from

The Associated Press. Her statement
provided no further detail about the day
of the shooting and instead focused on
memorializing her wife.The couple had
only recently moved to Minneapolis and
were raising Renee Good’s 6-year-old
son from a previous marriage.Becca said
Renee was a Christian who “knew that
all religions teach the same essential
truth: we are here to love each other, care

for each other, and keep each other safe and
whole.”She thanked the people all across
America and the world who had reached
out in support of their family.“Renee
sparkled. She literally sparkled,” Becca
Good wrote. “I mean, she didn’t wear
glitter but [ swear she had sparkles coming

out of her pores. All the time. You might
think it was just my love talking but her
family said the same thing. Renee was
made of sunshine.”Far from the worst-of-

“experiencing Minneapolis,” displaying a
pride emoji on her Instagram account. A
profile picture posted to Pinterest shows her
smiling and holding a young child against
her cheek, along with posts about tattoos,
hairstyles and home decorating.Her ex-
husband, who asked not to be named out of
concern for the safety of the two now-
teenage children he had with Renee Good
while they were married, told the AP on
Wednesday that he had never known her to
participate in a protest of any kind.Becca
Good said the couple, who had previously
lived in Kansas City, Missouri, had settled
in Minneapolis after an “extended road
trip.” She said people they encountered in
the Twin Cities had provided a strong sense
that “they were looking out for each
other.”“We were raising our son to believe
that no matter where you come from or what
you look like, all of us deserve compassion
and kindness,” Becca wrote. “I am now left
to raise our son and to continue teaching
him, as Renee believed, that there are
people building a better world for him.

the-worst criminals President Donald
Trump said his immigration crackdown
would target, Good was a U.S. citizen born
in Colorado who apparently was never
charged with anything beyond a single
traffic ticket.In social media accounts, she
described herself as a “poet and writer and
wife and mom.” She said she was currently
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HIL: TN Dragons sign off home

leg with shootout win

CHENNAL (Agency)

HOSTS Accord Tamil Nadu Dragons rounded
off their home leg with a thrilling shootout
win against SG Pipers in the Hockey India
League at the Mayor Radhakrishnan Stadium
here on Friday. In the shootout, the Pipers
converted four of their five attempts, that too
via penalty strokes after repeated fouls by the
Dragons’ goalkeeper Prince Deep Singh. The
Dragons still managed to secure a bonus
point as they scored all five of their shots.
Amit Rohidas (9'), Tom Craig (18'), Paul
Philipp Kaufmann (17’), and Selvaraj
Kanagaraj (40°) scored a goal each for the
Dragons, while Tomas Domene (13", 18'), Ky
Willott (38'), and Aditya Lalage (59') netted
goals for the Pipers in regulation time.

Earlier in the day, Harmanpreet Singh notched
up the stroke into the left past Bikramjit
Singh to help JSW Soorma Hockey Club beat
Hyderabad Toofans 3-1 in the penalty
shootout after a 1-1 draw in regulation time.
Harmanpreet led by example and once again
showed that there is no substitute for
experience. Both sides were error prone and
failed to convert the opportunities they got
and thus the game stretched into the shootout
where Soorma HC held on to their nerves to
earn their first points.If errors ensured a 1-1

draw, the same crept into the shootout also to
the dismay of both the teams. Toofans'
Zachary Wallace, Arshdeep Singh and
Rajinder Singh were denied by Vincent
Vanasch. For Soorma, Victor Wegnez and
Gurjant Singh were off their mark with their
efforts. The Toofans began the match in
earnest with Wallace and Jacob Anderson
trying to make inroads into the opposition
den.Anderson came close to scoring one but
was rudely blocked by Della Torre Nicholas.
For Soorma, Vivek Sagar Prasad and
Harmanpreet tried to sound the board, but
Bikramjit Singh's defence and presence of
mind was too good for them.The
breakthrough came in the 20th minute when
Pawan Rajbhar's skill sets in the circle got
Soorma a corner, which Harmanpreet
delivered in his inimitable style. Soorma
nearly doubled its lead in the same minute as
Jeetpal and Akashdeep Singh combined to
win the ball back merely seconds after push
back. Jeetpal got the final shot, which crept
inches wide of'the far post.

Shubman Gill out to
stamp his authority in
2026 after tough start

as India captain

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Virat Kohli has ended a streak that lasted
nearly three years. Just days ahead of the
ODI series opener against New Zealand in
Vadodara, the former India captain shared
photos from a training session at Kotambi
Stadium on Instagram.

So, what’s the big deal?

It is this: Kohli has posted images from a

training session on his Instagram page for
the first time since the 2023 World Test
Championship final. The star batter shared
three photographs in total — one showing
him striking the ball in the nets, another
capturing him taking part in running drills
alongside his teammates, and a third where
he is seen walking towards the training
ground with his kit bag.For Kohli and his
fans, it marears, chosen to limit his posts to
a select few themes — making this latest
training updte all the more notable.

THE T20I STRUGGLE AND THE WORLD
CUPSNUB

The turning point came with Gill’s omission
from the T20 World Cup 2026 squad. It was
a surprise decision and one that caught
many off guard, including Gill himself. For
a batter long considered an all-format
certainty, being left out of a global
tournament sent a clear message.Since the
Asia Cup in 2025, Gill had been given a
long run in T20 internationals. The team
management backed him to settle into the
format and make it his own. While there
were flashes of quality, consistency
remained elusive. Gill often looked caught
between anchoring the innings and
accelerating, unsure of his exact role.In
T20Is, impact matters more than elegance.
Gill’s returns, though not poor, failed to
stand out. Over time, doubts grew about
whether his natural game was suited to the
demands of the format at the highest level.
The World Cup snub was harsh, but it
reflected those concerns.

Women's Hockey India League final: SG
Pipers hope to end Bengal Tigers jinx

A new champion is all set to be

crowned in the Women's Hockey
India League as SG Pipers
square off against the Shrachi
Bengal Tigers in Ranchi on
Saturday, January 10. The top
teams delivered tight contests
earlier on in the season.

New Delhi. (Agency)

The second season of the Women's Hockey

India League comes to an end on Saturday,
January 10 with the SG Pipers taking on the
Shrachi Bengal Tigers in what is expected to
be a close contest. The Pipers witness a
revival under the Sofie Gierts and Navneet
Kaur regime as they went from finishing last
in season one to being the first team to
qualify for the final.The Delhi-based

franchise finished at the top of the table with Navneet said that the on-field chemistry has

11 points as they have found no issues with
getting goals this season. They're the second-
highest goalscorers this season with 11 to
their name and Navneet scoring four of them.
They have also got the second-best defence
this season, having conceded just nine.

improved this season with the addition of
some more experienced players to their
ranks."Last season, on-field connection was
not good. We had many young players. This
season, we focused on getting experienced
players so that there is good connection in

every line — defence, midfield and
attack. We started planning right after
last season ended about what kind of
team we wanted. That is the biggest
difference and the result is that we are on
top this season," said Navneet.For the
Bengal Tigers, there has been a
dependence on penalty corner specialist
Agustina Gorzelany, who has scored
five out of the seven goals scored by the
team. Despite this, captain Vandana
Katariya feels that the team has
improved with each game.

“From the start, our coach’s message was
clear - he wanted us to fight for the title.
He won it in the Men’s league last
season and his aim was to achieve the
same with us. So, that’s the mindset
we’ve played with throughout the
season. We’ve improved game by game,
and now it’s about staying consistent. As
a team, we’ve bonded tightly through

team meetings, understanding each other's

game. Now, all our focus is on becoming
champions," said Katariya.

With the Women's HIL set to crown a new

champion, Ranchi is ready for an instant
classic on the hockey field.

PV Sindhu's Malaysia Open run ends in
semi-final loss to world No. 2 Wang Zhi Yi

PV Sindhu's encouraging
return ended in disappointment
at the Malaysia Open. Despite
strong leads in both games, the
Indian star faltered at key
moments, falling to world No. 2
Wang Zhi Yi in the semis.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

India’s two-time Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu came close to scripting a statement
run at the Malaysia Open, but her campaign
ended in the semi-finals after a straight-
game loss to world No. 2 Wang Zhi Yi on
Saturday.Returning to competitive action
after a foot injury that had kept her out since
October, Sindhu showed encouraging signs
throughout the week but was unable to
sustain the intensity against the higher-
ranked Chinese shuttler, going down
16-21, 15-21 in the women’s singles last-

four clash.Sindhu started brightly, taking
the initiative early with her trademark
power and reach. She surged to a quick lead
in the opening game, using sharp angles and

cross-court smashes to put Wang under
pressure. However, the Chinese player
gradually settled into the contest, relying on
her solid defence and timely counter-
attacks to draw level and then edge
ahead.As the rallies wore on, Sindhu’s
unforced errors began to creep in,
particularly at the net and along the
backline. Wang capitalised by raising the
tempo, pinning Sindhu deep and forcing
hurried lifts, which swung the momentum

firmly in her favour. From a closely fought
mid-phase, Wang pulled away late to close
out the first game.The second game
followed a similar script. Sindhu recovered
from a tentative start to take
control midway, pushing Wang
to the corners and opening up a
commanding lead at the
interval. But once again, the
advantage proved difficult to
protect. Wang came out
aggressively after the break,
attacking the backhand side
and turning defence into
offence as Sindhu struggled to
regain control.A series of tight
net exchanges and missed
opportunities proved costly for
the Indian, allowing Wang to
seize the initiative and race ahead. Sindhu’s
rhythm deserted her in the closing stages,
and the Chinese shuttler wrapped up the
match to book her place in the final.

While the result ended India’s campaign at the

tournament, with Lakshya Sen, Ayush
Shetty, and doubles stars Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty also exiting,
Sindhu’s performance stood out as a
positive as she continues her push towards
full fitness.

Fame vs freedom: Stop questioning why
Virat Kohli chooses to stay in London

New Delhi. (Agency)

As a young boy in West Delhi, Virat Kohli

likely dreamt of the very scenes that
unfolded in Vadodara this week. He would
have craved the recognition, the chanting of
his name, and the eyes of a nation fixed on
his every move. But fame is a trick of the
light: what looks like a spotlight from a
distance feels like a furnace up close.

Decades later, the man who went on to

conquer the world of cricket finds himself
grappling with the weight of his own
success. The adulation he once aspired to
has gradually turned into a relentless,
boundary-less presence, where even routine
public appearances become overwhelming.
It reflects a familiar irony of elite sport —
spending the early years striving to be
noticed, and the second half trying to
disappear.Recently, Virat Kohli was
accorded an overwhelming welcome in
Vadodara ahead of the ODI series against
New Zealand, starting January 11.Kohli,

'r'_

now largely settled in London with his
family, divides his time between England
and India, with cricketing commitments
accounting for most of his visits home.

Given his limited public appearances in

India, every sighting of the former India
captain triggers frenzy among fans eager to
catch a glimpse of the global cricketing
icon. The moment the superstar stepped
into the airport premises, it descended into

MOBBED IN VADODARA
In a video that soon went viral, Kohli was seen

navigating through a sea of people, with his
security personnel forming a human chain
to shield him from the uncontrolled crowd.
There was visible pushing and shoving as
fans strained to get closer to their cricketing
hero. Several individuals were even seen
attempting to touch Kohli, only to be
restrained by security officials. Despite the
turmoil surrounding him, the India batter
appeared composed, quietly absorbing the
love and adulation he continues to receive
across the country. While his calm
demeanour stood out, the unrestrained
outburst from the crowd once again
highlighted how fans often overstep
boundaries when encountering celebrities
inIndia.

WHAT KOHLIYEARNS FOR

chaos. The noise hit the roof, the crowd Kohli has frequently faced criticism for

erupted, and emotions spilled over as fans
struggled to contain their excitement.

choosing to settle abroad despite achieving
his stature and success in India.

Kylian Mbappe lands in Saudi
Arabia ahead of El Clasico
Super Cup final vs Barcelona

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Kylian Mbappe has arrived in Saudi Arabia
ahead of the Spanish Super Cup final, raising
anticipation ahead of another chapter in the
iconic El Clsico between Real Madrid and FC
Barcelona.Mbappe confirmed his arrival with a
brief post on social media platform X, greeting
fans with a “Salam Alaikoum” as Madrid
landed in Jeddah for the Supercopa de Espaa
2025-26 final, scheduled for January 12 at
King Abdullah Sports City. While the French
forward has been nursing a knee injury for
several weeks, his presence in Saudi Arabia has
fuelled speculation that he could still play arole
in the final.Madrid earned their place in the
summit clash after edging past Atletico Madrid
in a tense semi-final, while Barcelona stormed
into the final with a commanding 5-0 win over
Athletic Club. The contrasting paths have set
the stage for a high-stakes showdown between
Spain’s fiercest rivals.Mbappe’s fitness has
been a major talking point. The forward has
been sidelined since late December after
suffering a ligament sprain in his left knee, an
injury confirmed by the club on the final day of
2025. He subsequently missed Madrid’s recent
competitive fixtures, including the semi-final
against Atletico, as he followed a carefully
managed recovery programme in the Spanish
capital.owever, Madrid head coach Xabi
Alonso struck an optimistic note after the derby
win, revealing that Mbappe has trained and is
responding well. Alonso suggested that the
forward will be assessed like any other squad
member ahead of the final, leaving the door
open for a potential return on the biggest
stage."He is much better, he has trained and the
sensations are good. The options for him to
play are the same as everyone else who is
available," Xabi said.In Mbappe’s absence
against Atletico, Madrid found inspiration
elsewhere. Federico Valverde delivered the
decisive moment, unleashing a thunderous
strike just two minutes into the match to break
the deadlock. His energy, intensity and all-
round influence proved vital in a contest
decided by narrow margins, earning high praise
from Alonso afterward.

WPL 2026: Delhi Capitals begin Jemimah
Rodrigues era against battered Mumbai Indians

«Delhi Capitals start their Women's

Premier League 2026 (WPL 2026)
campaign against defending
champions Mumbai Indians. DC will

be led by a new captain this season

in Jemimah Rodrigues.

New Delhi. (Agency)
After three successive heartbreaks, Delhi
Capitals (DC) will embark on a fresh start to
their Women’s Premier League 2026 (WPL
2026) campaign as they take on defending
champions Mumbai Indians (MI) in their
opening fixture on Saturday, January 10, at
the Dr DY Patil Sports Academy, Navi
Mumbai.Much has changed for Delhi since
last season, with the most significant

development being a change in leadership.
Jemimah Rodrigues has been handed the
captaincy following Meg Lanning’s exit.
The right-handed batter is currently at the
zenith of her professional career, buoyed by
her recent World Cup success.

The three-time runners-up added

considerable firepower to their squad at the
auction, acquiring the services of last
season’s sensation Chinelle Henry and
South Africa star Laura Wolvaardt.
Meanwhile, the spin department has been
strengthened with the inclusion of Sneh
Rana alongside Shree Charani.Delhi have
shown faith in most of their former players,
re-signing them at the auction, and will be
aiming for a rollicking start to their campaign
under Jemimah’s leadership. On the other
hand, Mumbai will be ruing their defeat in
the opening fixture against Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB).The
Harmanpreet Kaur-led side had complete
control of the match for the majority of the

contest, with RCB reeling at 65/5 while
chasing 155. However, Nadine de Klerk’s
clutch knock of 63* off 44 balls snatched

fixture of the tournament promises to be a
blockbuster clash, given the history of fierce
battles between the two teams.

WPL 2026, MI vs DC: Head-to-head

Mumbai and Delhi have been involved in
several memorable encounters in WPL
history, with both teams having won four
matches apiece ahead of the upcoming
season. However, DC hold the upper hand in
the most recent meetings, having won three
of the last four fixtures between the two
sides.

WPL 2026, MI vs DC: Weather and pitch
conditions

victory from the jaws of defeat for the 2024 The pitch used for the opening fixture showed

champions. MI have plenty to rectify ahead
of their second fixture, having failed to get
off to a flying start against RCB, managing
just21 runs in the first five overs.

In the bowling department, they allowed the

Smriti Mandhana-led side to claw their way
back into the contest, despite having them
under severe pressure at one stage. The third

signs of slowness, with batters finding it
difficult to get going in the initial overs.
Spinners are expected to extract good
purchase from the surface, which is likely to
improve for batting as the match progresses.
Winning the toss and opting to bowl first
could prove to be the ideal strategy for the
captains.
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Ananya Panday Is ‘Dying To Watch’
Shanaya Kapoor And Adarsh

-

Zaree

Khan

Joins Karan Kundrra, Tejasswi
Prakash For Late-Night Party
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L

areen Khan was recently spotted with actor Karan Kundrra

at a party at Sanjay Dutt’s Selaire restaurant in Mumbai.

The Veer actress looked drop-dead gorgeous in a black
cocktail dress in the evening. Later, Karan took to Instagram and
offered a glimpse of a “banger of a night" he had with Zareen and

TV actress Tejasswi Prakash. After the party, Karan dropped Zareen

off ather home.

Zareen Khan Parties With Karan Kundrra

Zareen Khan and Karan Kundrra collaborated in the 2018 hotror-romance film,
1921. Ever since the two became great friends. Last year, Zareen turned up at
Karan’s ‘Love Adhura’ screening to show him support. The Hate Story 3 actress recently partied
with Karan, his gitlfriend, Tejasswi Prakash, actress Jasmin Bhasin, and YouTuber Elvish
Yadav.“Surprise Banger of a Night!!!" the ‘Thank You for Coming’ actor captioned the post.
According to a video by Viral Bhayani, Kundrra later dropped Zareen off af her home after the
party. “Where is Karan?" Zareen is heard in the brief clip.*You come with me," Karan appears to
reply.

Zareen Khan On Working With Karan Kundrra

Zareen Khan liked Karan Kundrra as a person when they first met during the shooting of 1921. 1
met Karan Kundra during our film. He is a fun person," Zareen had told Deccan Chronicle. “Just
after we would hear ‘cut, * everyone would crack jokes the next moment," she recalled.

Zareen made her Bollywood debut with Salman Khan’s Veer. She said it was easier for her to work
with Kundrra. “You face hesitation when you are working with big narmes like Salman Khan,"
Khan told Bollywood Kills. However, she found it easier to interact with Karan. “We are almost
in the same boat. His energy is really good. He is so fun to work with. He is easy-going. It was a
lot of fun working with him," she said.

Karan was equally grateful for the opportunity. “I loved the script when I read it. I'm glad Zareen
decided to work with a lesser-known actor from TV shows," he had said. In 1921, Zareen Khan
played a ghost whisperer who could see spirits.

riyvanka Chopra is among the most
successful Indian actors who has not only
established herselfin Hindi cinema but also
in Hollywood. She has represented India on
several global platforms and has diversified her
career over the years. However, Ricky Kej feels
that the actress is not celebrated enough in her
home country.Ricky Kgj
wrote, “My Opinion:
The one actor in India
who we do not celebrate
~enough is
' {aprivankachopra. Sheis
' the ONLY Indian actor
+ (of any generation) who
has truly made waves in
- Hollywood and globally
s (After being one of the
~ mostsoughtafterin India
~ for many vears). She has
starred with giants like
Edris Alba, Dwayne
Johnson, Keanu Reeves,
arl Urban, Richard
adden, Stanley Tucci,
Fwvill Ferrell ,Anthony Mackie, John Cena, Pedro
E scal..
added, “And the list goes on! She plays actual
ainstream roles, and not some vague character
ho is ‘exotic Indian’. Widely recognised as a
—zreat actor who can perform any kind of arole —
action, comedy, drama. She is an ambassador
gowith UNICEF and gives back to society. Let’s all
wish her the best for her upcoming movie

by

Priyanka Chopra

Is Not Celebrated Enough In India, Says
Rlcky Kej: 'She Is The Only Indian Actor...'

#TheBluff on @netflix."

On the work front, Privanka Chopra has an
exciting slate of projects lined up. She will be
seen in SS Rajamouli’s ambitious film Varanasi,
starring alongside Mahesh Babu and Prithviraj
Sukumaran. Privanka plays Mandakini, while
Mahesh essays the role of Rudhra and Prithviraj

\

portravs Kumbha. The film is slated for a
Sankranti 2027 release and will mark Privanka’s
Telugucinema debut.

She will also return for the second season of the
web series Citadel and headline The Bluff,
where she plays a 19th-century Caribbean pirate
opposite Karl Urban. Priyanka was last seen in
the action thriller Heads of State, co-starring
Idris Elba and John Cena.

i

-

‘d

-
|

Gourav’s Tu Ya Main

nanya Panday has expressed her excitement
for the upcoming film Tu Ya Main, starring

Shanaya Kapoor and Adarsh Gourav, and her
reaction has caught the attention. The actress
recently mentioned that she is “dying to watch" the
film, adding to the growing buzz. The film is
releasing next month, on February 13.Taking to her
Instagram stories, Ananya Panday shared the teaser
and wrote, “ohmy god!!! Liking and subscribing and
dying to watch #TUYAMAIN." A year later, the
makers of the movie have now unveiled the gripping
teaser, leaving fans with goosebumps and a sense of
the danger thatlies ahead.

Tu Yaa Main Teaser:
The teaser takes audiences mto the world of two

content creators from completely different
backgrounds who come together for a collaboration
driven by curiosity, clout and chemistry. What starts
off as a fun, high-energy adventure quickly takes a
dark turn, turning into a pulse-pounding fight for
survival as they come face to face with a menacing
crocodile. Will they manage to escape, or will the
croc turn their collaboration into a nightmare?
Blending romance, adrenaline and danger with
fresh, new-age storytelling, the Bejoy Nambiar
d]rectorlal starring Adarsh Gourav and Shanaya
Kapoor, promises an experience that will tum an
ordinary date into a chilling memory, making it the
perfect #DateFright experience for audiences
seeking something beyond the usual Valentine’s
watch. The film also stars Parul Gulatiin akey role.

About the film
Directed by Bejoy Nambiar, Tu Yaa Main is produced

by Aanand L Rai and Himanshu Sharma under the
banner of Colour Yellow, along with Vinod
Bhanushali and Kamlesh Bhanushali of Bhanushali
Studios Limited. The film speaks directly to today’s
youth, blending raw emotion with edge-of-the-seat
storytelling. It is scheduled for release on February
13,2026.

Ananya Panday in TMMTMTTM
Tu Meri Main Tera Main Tera Tu Meri, starring

Ananya Panday alongside Kartik Aaryan, released
on Christmas last year. Backed by Dharma and
directed by Sameer Vidwans, the movie received
negative reviews and bombed at the box office.
Meanwhile, Ananya will next be seen in Dharma’s
rom-com Chand Mera Dil alongside Lakshya. She
will also reprise her role as Bella Rajvansh in
Amazon’s series Call Me Bae, season 2.

Nick Jonas Reacts To Diljit Dosanjh—J
Balvin’s Senorita, Cheers Priyanka

Chopra L_Xric With Viral Video

h 1
shout-out to Senorita, the new global
collaboration between Diljit Dosanjh and J

Balvin, and it’s a lyricreferencing his wife, Priyanka
Chopra, that truly stole his heart. The high-energy
track, which fuses Punjabi beats with Latin flair, has
been making waves worldwide sinceits release, with
fans instantly latching on to the cheeky line, “Yo
quiero una como Priyanka Chopra" — a playful

declaration that translates to “I want someone like
Priyanka Chopra."”

Pop sensation Nick Jonas has given a special

Nick Jonas grooves with Privanka Chopra
Taking the appreciation a step further, Nick shared a

delightfil video on social media featuring himself
and Priyanka dancing to Senorita by a poolside.
Dressed casually in a black T-shirt, baseball cap and
sunglasses, Nick matched steps with Priyanka, who
turned heads in a bikini layered with a white shirt.
What began as playful dancing ended on a sweet
note, with Priyanka planting a quick kiss on Nick’s
cheek. Captioning the clip, Nick wrote, “You guys
really cooked with this Priyanka line," tagging both
Diljit Dosanjh and JBalvin.

Alovestory fans stilladore
Nick and Privanka’s love story has remained a

favourite among fans since they first sparked dating
rumours after meeting atthe Met Galain 2018. Their
whirlwind romance led to an engagement in July that
year, followed by a grand wedding in December that
beautifully blended Christian and traditional Indian
ceremonies. Over the years, the couple has
frequently shared glimpses of their life together,
including the arrival of their danghter, Malti Marie,
in2022.

What’s next for Nick and Priyanka
‘While celebrating Senorita, Nick Jonas has also been

focused on his own music. He recently dropped his
new single Gut Punch, marking a return to his pop-
R&B roots. The track delves into heartbreak and
emotional vulnerability, resonating with listeners for
its raw and honest tone.Priyanka Chopra,
meanwhile, 1s gearing up for her next major project,
The Bluff, The pirate-themed action drama is set in
the late 19th-century Caribbean and follows Ercell
“Bloody Mary" Bodden, a former pirate forced to
confront her past when old enemies resurface.
Directed by Frank E. Flowers and produced by the
Russo Brothers’ AGBO banner, the film also stars
Karl Urban and Ismael Cruz Cardova, and is slated
to stream on Amazon Prime Video from February
25,2026.
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