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Civil-military gap
must be bridged

IN April 2006, the Chairman, Chiefs of Staff
Committee, wrote a letter to Raksha Mantri (RM)
Pranab Mukherjee, seeking his “...personal
intervention for the appointment of a Service
officer as a constituted member of the 6th Central
Pay Commission (CPC)” and reminding him that
“...a lack of Service representation was perhaps
one of the main reasons for the dissatisfaction
expressed by the Services post 5th CPC award...”
While expressing agreement in principle, the RM
regretted his inability to comply with this
request.The recommendations of the 6th CPC
initially evoked a positive response due to an
overall salary hike, but this quickly soured as
specific anomalies emerged that were seen as
unjust to the military. In an unprecedented move,
the three Service Chiefs delayed submission of
revised salary bills, effectively deferring
implementation to send a message to the
government. The reaction to the 7th CPC was even
more severe, with the Service Chiefs, in 2016,
taking the extraordinary step of writing to the
Prime Minister about holding the implementation
in abeyance; they executed it only after
“assurances at the highest level” that anomalies
would be addressed.Civil-military dissonance has
been an issue of long-standing concern in India,
and it constitutes a major flaw in our national
security matrix. The root of this problem lies in
two convictions of the politician; firstly, that
“civilian control” of the military can/should be
exercised on its behalf by the bureaucracy, and
secondly, that civil-military relations are a “zero-
sum game” in which civilian control can be
maintained/enhanced only by balancing and
blunting the military’s influence/prestige. An
indicator is the progressive blurring of lines
between the military and the Home Ministry-
helmed 1.1 million-strong Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs).Since relative seniority in the
government hierarchy is based on a functionary’s
“basic pay”, the easiest way of altering established
relativities is by changing the pay structures. The
best instrument to effect such changes is the
decadal CPCs staffed by bureaucrats. This is how
successive pay commissions, all of which have
excluded military representation, have served to
aggravate this civil-military asymmetry.

Typical of the anomalies that have caused serious
concern to the military leadership is a policy
termed “Non-Functional Upgrade” (NFU), which
guarantees civilians automatic higher pay
entitlements, even without a merit or vacancy-
based promotion. By according this unjustifiable
benefit to the civilians and then to the CAPFs, but
denying it to the military, the CPC not only
depressed the latter’s relative status but also dealt a
blow to morale.This sense of systemic
discrimination was further fuelled by other
measures, including a drastic cut in pensions for
soldiers disabled on duty and a system of
“hardship allowances” that favoured civilians in
peace areas over the military in combat zones. A
dive into history is necessary in order to get to the
root of these problems.

At the time of Independence, a hurried
reorganisation of the imperial defence structure
took place to suit the new republic’s needs. During
this turmoil, the military leadership remained
blissfully ignorant of a significant development
orchestrated by the civil services; the armed forces
HQs, instead of being designated independent
“departments” of the Ministry of Defence (MoD),
were reduced to “attached offices” and made
subaltern to the Department of Defence. This “act
of commission” was to be followed by equally
significant “acts of omission”.The Constitution,
vide Article 312, created two new “All-India
Services” — the IAS and the IPS (to be joined later
by the Indian Forest Service). Inherited from the
empire was another category of bureaucracy,
known as the Central Civil Services, consisting of
89 Group “‘A’and ‘B’ services.

When people

INDIA’S linguistic diversity, with 22 official languages
and hundreds of dialects, has limited digital access for
millions. A multilingual Al revolution now bridges this
gap, turning access into empowerment and redefining
inclusion as dignity. As India hosts the India Al Impact
Summit 2026 on February 15-20 in New Delhi, it aims
to build an Al ecosystem empowering every citizen
through multilingual, multi-access models, embodying
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’. This ensures excluded
groups participate in the digital future.By bridging the
technology divide, India is unlocking its demographic
dividend and entrepreneurial potential. When people
can dream, design and deliver solutions in their own
language, innovation becomes truly bottom-up,
powered by the many, not the privileged few. Al is
revolutionising education, healthcare and governance.

Yet, a critical gap remains. Most Al systems are trained
primarily in English and a few global languages,
sidelining billions whose native tongues are
underrepresented. In India, barely 10% of the
population is fluent in English. For the vast majority,
digital access alone does not equal digital inclusion.
True empowerment begins when people can engage
with technology in their own language. India's approach
is, therefore, a global model, showing how Al can
democratise the digital economy.

India's multilingual AI revolution is anchored in
BHASHINI, the government's flagship initiative under
the National Language Translation Mission.
BHASHINI powers voice, text and video translation
across more than 35 Indian languages using over 1,600
Al models. Integrated into platforms such as
CPGRAMS for grievance redress, My Aadhaar for
digital identity and services like the IRCTC and NPCI's
IVRS systems, it enables citizens to engage in their own

IT’s not uncommon for the Congress to

Fair use or free ride? Al copyright dilemma

India’s copyright framework in Al must place the interests of creators ahead of an industry built on their work.

TOWARDS the end of 2025, the Department for

Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade published a
working paper on 'Generative Al and copyright'. It is the
report of an expert committee to examine the vexed
question of copyright protection in the era of artificial
intelligence, and its findings will most likely form the
basis of India's policy on the subject in the near
future.Generative Al products like ChatGPT, Gemini,
Perplexity, etc, are large language models (LLMs) that
generate content based on prompts given by users. For
instance, one can provide a brief storyline and ask
ChatGPT to write a short story in the style of RK
Narayan or Premchand, and it would generate it.
Similarly, Dall-E, Midjourney (and other similar text-to-
image and text-to-video generation models) can make a
painting on a given subject based on prompts to generate
itin the style of, say, Jamini Roy or MF Husain or a short
movie clip in Satyajit Ray's style. Such outputs from
generative Al models are based on their training that uses
data from a variety of types of sources (like novels of
Narayan or paintings of Husain and others).

The data used for training Al models may fall in different

categories — copyrighted, copyright-expired works and
data in the public domain available for 'fair use'. Ever
since technology firms launched commercial versions of
generative Al products, the question of their use of
copyrighted material, such as books, research papers,
photographs, films and other forms of creative
expression has become central to the Al debate. It has
posed complex legal, ethical and moral questions.
Another unresolved issue is the copyrightability and
authorship of Al-generated outputs.

Governments and courts in many countries have been

struggling to deal with this new phenomenon — data
training of AI models. Technology companies
worldwide, including in India, have argued that Al
models do not violate copyright laws as they are not
copying or plagiarising copyrighted books,
photographs, etc, but using them only as segregated
datasets to train algorithms using patterns, styles,
structures in terms of statistical relationships to enable
them to generate new content. This, they claim, amounts
to the well-accepted dictum of 'fair use' of creative
works.To argue that Al models are not 'copying' original
works but only 'learning' from them does not hold water.
This is because the process of training an Al system
involves multiple steps, including copying and storage
of data (original works), which, in effect, constitutes
infringement. This, the Al industry says, can at most be
considered a 'technical infringement’, not a legal
one.Rejecting the notion that no copyright licensing is
required, and after studying various models being
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discussed or implemented elsewhere in the world, the
expert committee has recommended a hybrid framework
for India. It has suggested a blanket licence to Al
developers for the use of lawfully accessed copyright-
protected works for training Al systems, provided the
copyright holders are paid a royalty. But rightsholders
will not have the option to withhold their works for use in
the training of Al systems.

A centralised non-profit entity consisting of rightsholder

organisations and designated by the government would
be responsible for collecting the payments from Al
developers. This entity would have copyright societies
and industry organisations as its members, and these
member-organisations would be responsible for passing
on the royalties to individual creators. A certain
percentage of the revenue generated from Al systems
trained on copyrighted content would be payable as
royalties, and the rates would be fixed by a government
committee. Technology companies argue that regulating
the use of creative works and enforcing new copyright
laws to make licensing compulsory would hinder
technological innovation. They demand complete
exemption of text and data mining (TDM) from
copyright laws to enable the training of AI models. The
representative of the industry body, Nasscom, in the
expert committee disagreed with its recommendations
and gave a dissent note. Instead of a copyright system
based on the revenue of AI models, it wants a layered
system of using copyrighted materials.Nasscom has
suggested that it was the responsibility of rightsholders
to prevent the use of their publicly available work for
TDM, and for this, they should be given an 'opt out'

Congress fee: Hefty sum may put off some ticket aspirants

option at the point of availability of their work. For
content which is not publicly accessible, rightsholders
should be able to protect their rights through contract or
license terms. All this puts the onus on rightsholders to
protect their work, which, under the present
circumstances, is very difficult because copyright is
being violated openly and protected material is available
online illegally. Technology companies have already
mined data from millions of books thus available online.
The 'opt out' option also seems impractical in this
scenario.In both cass, people who create new works
(rightsholders) are going to be at the receiving end. The
expert panel wants automatic availability of copyright-
protected works for training of Al systems and will make
it a legal certainty to help the Al industry, while denying
copyright holders the right to opt out of the TDM system.
On the other hand, the industry is not ready to accept the
royalty-based system proposed by the government, but
wants to make copyright holders responsible for
protecting their works through means like an 'opt out' or
individual contracts. Both types of regimes are unfair to
the creators of original content. In any case, the creators
will have to depend on policies and whims of the
platforms (and other mediators) where their content is
displayed.The Al companies have begun generating
billions of dollars of business, and the volume is projected
to grow. Yes, LLMs and other models are a result of
technological innovation, but one that critically hinges on
the digital theft of the work produced by millions of
creative people around the globe over the decades. The
copyright framework India is proposing must place the
interests of creators ahead of those of the industry.

The Tribune Editorial: Alienating local workers by erecting financial barriers is nothing but a self-inflicted injury.

charge application fee from ticket
aspirants in poll-bound states. However,
the party’s decision to hike the fee to Rs
50,000 for the Assam Assembly elections
has raised eyebrows. This is not a small
amount, and it applies uniformly to all
contenders for candidature. Moreover,
refunds will reportedly be made only for
those seats where the Congress will let its
alliance partners contest. The ostensible
rationale for the move is on familiar lines:
a substantial application fee discourages ¥
non-serious aspirants. However, in a state
with deep socio-economic disparities and
intense intra-party competition, the “one-
size-fits-all” approach seems to prioritise
financial capacity over grassroots work.
The party had given a concession to
applicants from the reserved category in Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Telangana and Haryana in recent years.The

Congress is certainly not the richest political party in
India. Its fund balance of Rs 857 crore pales in comparison
with the BJP’s Rs 7,113 crore, as per data compiled by the

India’s Al language leap

Election Commission for 2023-24. The
saffron party continues to dominate
political funding and donations even
after the scrapping of the controversial
electoral bonds scheme. The Congress,
in contrast, does not have adequate
money to smoothly run its state units
and contest elections across the
country.

However, the process of generating funds
should not cause resentment among the
party cadre. Alienating local workers
by erecting financial barriers is nothing
but a self-inflicted injury. The Congress
needs to counter the BJP’s claim that it
has turned the ticket application
process into a cash-driven exercise.
Promising refunds across the board
with a clear timeline can be helpful. The

party should also go all out to refute the allegations that it

allots tickets to the highest “bidders”.
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can dream and design in their mother tongue, innovation becomes truly bottom-up.
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languages.Complementing this are homegrown large
language models (LLMs). They include Sarvam-M by
Sarvam.ai, the first indigenous LLM supporting 11
Indian languages plus English, built with over 500
billion parameters for nuanced, context-aware
interactions and Al4Bharat's IndicTrans and
IndicBERT, covering all 22 scheduled languages for
seamless translation and dialogue.This ecosystem
ensures that the promise of Digital India reaches the
farmer, artisan, student and entrepreneur in every
corner. As India's multilingual Al matures, it will enable
millions of new creators, coders, innovators and

e

problem-solvers, fuelling a new wave of vernacular The AI summit will focus on outcomes guided by three

innovation that reflects the real voice of Bharat.

Initiatives like Adi Vaani, the world's first Al-powered

tribal language bridge, are preserving endangered
languages and connecting indigenous communities to
public services in their native tongues. Similarly, the
Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) uses
BHASHINI to enable small businesses to create
multilingual interfaces, expanding market access for
MSMEs. These examples illustrate a universal truth —
removing language barriers unlocks participation,
fostering equitable economic and social empowerment.

sutras: people, planet and progress. For multilingual Al,
the summit recognises India's linguistic inclusion model
as a global standard, emphasising the moral and
technological responsibility to ensure Al speaks the full
spectrum of languages. India stands not only as a
technological leader but also as a champion of linguistic
inclusion.Its message to the world is clear — to
empower people, speak to them in their language. Only
then can we truly unlock the nation's potential, harness
its demographic dividend and shape a future where
every citizen is not just connected, but truly included.
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Budget 2026: Will old tax regime survive and
should new regime get deductions

New Delhi.(Agency)
After offering meaningful relief to
taxpayers in Budget 2025, expectations
from the upcoming Union Budget appear
more muted.Tax experts believe the
government may now have limited room
to offer further direct tax benefits, with the
focus likely shifting towards
simplification, fine-tuning existing

Q3 Earnings, Inflation Data
And US Tariff Uncertainty
Likely To Drive Sensex, Nifty
Next Week

New Delhi.(Agency)

Indian stock markets are expected to remain volatile in
the coming week as investors brace for a mix of key
domestic and global triggers, including the start of
the December quarter earnings season, the release of
crucial inflation data, and continued uncertainty over
US trade policies. Benchmark indices ended the past
week on a weak note, extending their losing streak to
five sessions, as caution ahead of corporate results

complete withdrawal of the old system
may not happen just yet.Rohit Jain said
official data shows a sizeable section of
taxpayers still prefers the old
structure.Official data shows a sizeable
minority still prefers the legacy
structure: for AY 2024-25, about 2.01
crore of 7.28 crore ITRs (28%) were
filed under the old regime."The old |B

Government to bring certain changes
to further incentivise the tax paying
population, especially to help them in
owning residential property and
possible also to facilitate their
participation in the public
market.”This points to selective
incentives rather than broad-based
relief, keeping fiscal constraints in

. . . changes, and improving tax regime is still attractive for taxpayers mind.
and persistent foreign fund outflows kept sentiment administration rather than announcing Wwho can substantiate material When it comes to direct tax relief in Budeet NEW REGIME LIKELY TO BE FINE-
subdued.The focus will now shift to how companies fresh giveaways.Over the past few years, ~exemptions and deductions, especially & TUNED

perform in the December quarter and whether
macroeconomic numbers provide any relief to
markets.The earnings season will kick off with major
IT companies such as Tata Consultancy Services,
HCL Technologies, Infosys, Wipro and Tech
Mahindra announcing their Q3 results.

On the macro front, the coming week will be data-
heavy, with India set to release CPI inflation, WPI
inflation, trade balance figures and foreign exchange
reserves data.These indicators will be crucial in
assessing the health of the economy and shaping
expectations around interest rates and policy
outlook.Global cues will also remain in focus,
especially developments related to US trade policy.
The US Supreme Court is scheduled to hear and
deliver decisions on key cases, including a challenge
to President Donald Trump’s sweeping global tariff
measures.Any clarity or surprise ruling could
influence global markets and, in turn, Indian
equities.“Immediate resistance lies at 25,800,
followed by 25,940 and 26,000, while support is
placed at 25,600 and 25,450. A breakdown below
25,300 may intensify downside pressure,” an expert
said.On the daily timeframe, Nifty closed decisively
below the crucial 25,800 resistance level -- reflecting
a breakdown of an important supply zone and short-
term bearish dominance,” a market expert stated.

SEBI approval for NSE IPO
soon; what it means for
investors

New Delhi.(Agency)

The IPO of India's largest stock market index National
Stock Exchange (NSE) seems to be coming soon.
Market regulator SEBI may soon provide big relief
for this much-awaited listing stuck for years. This is
expected to end the long legal and regulatory
uncertainty associated with the listing of NSE.

NSE IPO may get SEBI's green signal

SEBI Chairman Tuhin Kant Pandey said during a press
conference in Chennai that a No-Objection
Certificate (NOC) can be issued to the NSE soon. He
indicated that this approval could possibly be
obtained by the end of this month. After this, it will
depend upon NSE how it plans to proceed with the
process of IPO.

NSE IPO hurdles

NSE's IPO has been stuck for a long time due to the
dark fibre case. In this case, there were allegations
that between 2010 and 2014 some high-frequency
traders were given preferential access to the co-
location server through fast private connections,
which gave them an unfair advantage in trading. In
April 2019, SEBI had ordered the NSE to return the
alleged illegal earnings of Rs 62.58 crore and banned
some senior officers from performing market-related
responsibilities. Apart from this, a penalty of Rs 7
crore was also imposed in 2022, which was later
cancelled by the SAT. Against this, SEBI had moved
to the Supreme Court, where the matter is still under
consideration.Market infrastructure entities like
stock exchanges, depositories, and clearing
corporations are required to obtain NOC from SEBI
before an IPO. This additional process is maintained
because these institutions are considered the
backbone of the country's financial system.

Space startup OrbitAid to
showcase in-orbit refuelling
tech for satellites

New Delhi.(Agency)

A Chennai-based space startup is all set to
demonstrate its technology that would allow re-
fuelling of satellites orbiting the earth, extending
their lifespan and help address the challenges of

the government has steadily pushed the
new tax regime as the default option while
keeping the old regime alive for those
with existing commitments and
deductions.As Budget 2026 approaches,
the key questions remain whether the old
tax regime will continue and whether the
new regime will finally see the
introduction of deductions.

OLD TAX REGIME MAY NOT BE
PHASED OUT IMMEDIATELY

Despite the government’s clear preference
for the new tax regime, experts say a

HRA, home-loan interest on a
occupied house, ss.80C, 80D, 80E,

etc. Given that 28% are still preferring old
regime, immediate phase-out seems

unlikely," said Jain.This suggests

while the government may continue

nudging taxpayers towards the

regime, it may be cautious about
removing the old option too quickly,

especially for salaried individuals
rely on long-standing deductions.

LIMITED SCOPE FOR FRESH TAX
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Will PF Stop Growing After You Quit A Job
Latest EPFO Rules Explained

According to the latest rules followed by the Employees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFQ),

a PF account does not stop earning interest immediately after you leave a job.

New Delhi.(Agency)

A common concern among salaried
employees is whether their Provident
Fund (PF) balance continues to earn
interest after they leave a job. With
frequent job switches, layoffs, or
career breaks becoming more
common, many employees worry that
their hard-earned PF savings may stop
growing once they are no longer
employed.According to the latest rules
followed by the Employees' Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO), a PF
account does not stop earning interest
immediately after you leave a job. In
fact, your PF balance continues to earn
interest even if there are no fresh
contributions, provided certain
conditions are met.

As per EPFO norms, a PF account earns
interest until the account holder
reaches the age of 58, which is

considered the retirement age under
EPF rules. This means that even if an
employee quits a job, remains
unemployed, or takes a long career
break, the PF balance will keep earning
interest up to this age.

This clarification is important because

many employees still believe that PF
interest stops after three years of
inactivity. That understanding comes
from older interpretations of EPF rules,
which have since been clarified. The
EPFO has stated that the “three-year
limit” does not apply as long as the
member has not reached 58 years of
age.

What Happens After 58
Once a PF member turns 58, the account

is classified as inactive. At this stage,
interest stops accruing, and the
employee is expected to withdraw the
PF amount or shift to pension benefits

where applicable. Keeping money idle
in a PF account beyond this age does
not generate any additional returns.

Tax Implications You Should Know

While interest continues to accrue, there
can be tax implications if the PF
remains unclaimed for a long period
after retirement. If the account is not
closed and no withdrawal is made, the
interest earned after retirement may
become taxable under income tax
rules.

Why Transferring PF Is Still
Important

Although interest continues after leaving
a job, experts advise employees to
transfer their PF account when
switching employers. This ensures
accurate record-keeping, prevents
account fragmentation, and helps
avoid delays or errors during final
withdrawal.

Pre-Budget Meeting Positive And
Constructive: States’ Representatives

New Delhi.(Agency)

Chief Ministers, Deputy Chief Ministers

and Finance Ministers from several
states on Saturday described the pre-
budget consultation meeting with
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman as a constructive platform
to present their states’ financial needs
and development priorities ahead of the
Union Budget. Goa Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant said his government
raised state-specific issues during the
meeting and requested the continuation
of Central Sector Schemes that have
been running for the past five
years.Uttar Pradesh Finance Minister
Suresh Kumar Khanna said
suggestions were invited from all states
and UP presented proposals aimed at
moving towards becoming an “Uttam
Pradesh.”"Every state expressed its
desire to strengthen its financial
position and accelerate growth,"

khanna stated.Telangana Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka said
his state highlighted the challenges
faced by states and sought more funds
for key sectors such as education,
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health and irrigation."These sectors are
crucial for long-term development and
public welfare," Vikramarka
stated. West Bengal Finance Minister
Chandrima Bhattacharya said all
ministers spoke on behalf of their states
and placed their concerns before the
Centre."West Bengal requested that it
should not be treated unfairly and

sought the release of nearly Rs 1.97
lakh crore in pending dues, explaining
in detail the sectors to which these dues
belong," she stated.

Jharkhand Finance Minister Radha
Krishna Kishor said Jharkhand had
raised concerns about financial
constraints and delays in receiving
central funds.”Under a central
scheme, the state has to bear a major
share of the cost despite limited
resources,” he pointed out.He also
alleged that central agencies are
often misused in states where the
ruling party at the Centre is not in

power.Punjab Finance Minister Harpal

Singh Cheema said Punjab suffered

heavy economic losses due to border

tensions and floods this year.He said a

relief package of Rs 16 crore was

announced earlier but has not yet been
received, and the issue was raised again
during the meeting.

2026, experts do not expect changes to
income tax slabs or major exemptions.

SR Patnaik, Partner (head - taxation), Cyril
Amarchand Mangaldas said the
government has already extended
significant benefits in the previous
budget.“The budget for the previous year
granted significant benefits to the
taxpayers and hence, it is unlikely that
there would be any significant tax benefits
from a tax slab perspective.”However, he
added that the government could still look
at targeted measures.“It is possible for the

On the gap between the old and new tax
regimes, Patnaik said the coexistence of
the two systems was never meant to be
permanent.“The two separate tax regimes
were kept for a temporary period so that
people with existing obligations do not
get adversely impacted by the budgetary
changes and it is expected that the old tax
regime shall be buried in the near future.”

For Budget 2026, however, expectations
remain modest. According to him,
taxpayers should not expect major
announcements.

Flls To Turn Buyers In India

Over Positive Developments
On US-India Trade Deal

New Delhi.(Agency)

Analysts on Sunday said that foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) will turn buyers in India with
positive developments on the US-India trade
agreement and uptick in earnings growth, which
will improve investor sentiment. FII investment in
early 2026 has begun with the continuation of the
trend of the previous year.At the beginning of
2026, the expectation was that FIIs will turn
buyers on improvement in GDP growth and
corporate earnings,” said Dr. VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit Investments
Ltd.Also, the market expectation was that the
much delayed US-India treaty will materialise
early in the year.

“But geopolitical developments took a turn for the
worse with the US intervention in Venezuela and

absence of positive developments on the trade
talks. Some negative comments from the US
commerce secretary gave the impression that the
trade agreement will be further delayed,” he noted.

This impacted the market sentiments and FIIs
continued selling by increasing the volume of
selling in the last two trading days.

The total F1I selling (cash market) through January 9
stood at Rs 11,784 crore.The market sentiments
have turned weak that despite DII buying of Rs
17,900 crore in January through 9, Nifty drifted
down by 618 points in the week ending January 9.

The sell-off last week was broad-based, with
cyclical and policy-sensitive sectors bearing the
brunt of the correction.Energy, metals, and realty
stocks emerged as the top laggards, weighed down
by concerns over global trade disruptions,
commodity demand uncertainty, and risk-off
positioning. Banking stocks also declined, with
Bank Nifty underperforming the broader market
amid cautious sentiment and persistent F1I selling,
said Ajit Mishra — SVP, Research, Religare
Broking LtdIn the current environment of
heightened volatility and global uncertainty, a
cautious and disciplined approach is advisable.

Who says we can't be flexible: India eyes
new markets with US trade deal limho

space debris.

OrbitAid Aerospace is set to launch AyulSAT, a
dedicated tanker-satellite, onboard the Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) on Monday to
perform internal propellant transfer, power transfer
and data transfer using its Standard Interface for
Docking and Refuelling Port (SIDRP).

"We will first demonstrate transfer of fuel from one
tank to another within the satellite," Sakthikumar
Ramachandran, founder and CEO, OrbitAID, told
PTI.Sakthikumar said AyulSAT will be India's first
commercial docking and refuelling interface
deployed in-orbit. We will soon have fuel stations in
orbit that will enable life extension of satellites -
both in low earth and geo synchronous orbits," he
said.Sakthikumar said later this year OrbitAID will
launch another satellite -- the designated chaser
satellite -- that will dock with AyulSAT and
demonstrate actual re-fuelling of satellites in orbit.

"AayulSAT will also now serve as the target satellite
for our first Rendezvous Proximity Operations and
Docking (RPOD) mission, with the launch of our
chaser satellite by the end of 2026," Sakthikumar
said.India will be the fourth country to demonstrate
in-orbit re-fuelling of satellites and the AyulSAT
mission will lay the foundation of the on-orbit
economy - where satellites are serviced, refuelled,
and sustained.

dealmaking it has seen in years -- and is
now eyeing fresh deals.Negotiations are
underway with the European Union, the
Eurasian Economic Union, Mexico,
Chile and the South American Mercosur
trade bloc, either for new deals or to
expand existing agreements.If
successful, India would have trade
arrangements with "almost every
major economy", said Ajay
Srivastava, from the New Delhi-
based Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI).

Srivastava said 2025 was "one of the
most active years" for trade
agreements, which he said aimed to
"spread risk" rather than to pivot
from Washington.

'Expand its destinations'

Washington's punishing tariffs aimed at
stopping India's purchases of Russian oil
-- which it says finances Moscow's
invasion of Ukraine -- have driven New
Delhi's desire to grow other markets.

"The strategy was a reaction, as I read it, to
what Trump did," trade economist
Biswajit Dhar told AFP. "This has now
become an imperative for India to

actually expand its destinations."Major German Chancellor Friedrich Merz will
deals will help labour-intensive sectors
hurt by tariffs.India's apparel export
promotion council projects that the UK
trade deal could help double garment
exports to Britain over the next three

visit India and meet Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Monday, holding talks

on "intensifying cooperation in trade and

investment", Modi's office said in a

statement.

Smaller agreements also matter

Trade between Oman and India
totalled less than $11 billion last
financial year, but a December
deal with Muscat offers "a
gateway to the broader Middle
East and Africa markets", and a
template for a wider "Gulf
engagement strategy", analysts at
Nomura suggested.

And while a free trade agreement
(FTA) with New Zealand added
little to Indian export growth, it
secured $20 billion in foreign investment,
increased visa access and showed
Washington that New Delhi is willing to
compromise.

"The New Zealand FTA makes concessions
on agricultural produce like apples, even
though farmers here may have concerns,"
said an Indian commerce ministry
official, who declined to be identified.

Negotiations are underway with the
EU, the EAEU, Mexico, Chile and the
South American Mercosur trade
bloc, either for new deals or to

expand existing agreements.

—
New Delhi.(Agency)

India is aggressively seeking trade deals to
open markets for exporters and soften the
blow of steep US tariffs, as efforts to
secure an agreement with Washington
remain elusive.Relations between
Washington and New Delhi plummeted in
August after President Donald Trump
raised tariffs to 50 percent, a blow that
threatens job losses and hurts India's
ambition of becoming a manufacturing
and export powerhouse.That pressure,
experts say, has pushed New Delhi into a
rapid diversification drive beyond its
biggest market.

India signed or operationalised four trade
agreements last year, including a major
pact with Britain -- the fastest pace of

years.European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen, expected to visit
New Delhi later in January, has said it
would be the "largest deal of this kind
anywhere in the world." Although the two
sides missed a deadline to conclude talks
by the end of 2025 -- reportedly over
disputes related to steel and auto exports --
Indian negotiators remain optimistic.
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Delhi Assembly issues notices to 3 top Punjab
Police officers over FIR against Kapil Mishra, others

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi Assembly on Saturday issued notices
to three Punjab Police officers, asking them to
reply within 48 hours after an FIR was lodged
in Jalandhar against Law Minister Kapil
Mishra for allegedly sharing a doctored video
ofthe Assembly proceedings in the Capital.

The notices have been

issued to Punjab's

director general of
Police (DGP), Special
DGP (Cyber Cell) of
Punjab and the
Jalandhar Police

The notices have

Commissioner, Speaker
Vijender Gupta told
media persons.

Double Trouble For Delhi:
'Poor’ AQl, Yellow Alert For
Dense Fog, Cold Wave

New Delhi.(Agency)

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a
vellow alert for dense fog and warmed of a cold wave in
Delhi-NCR for Sunday and Monday, cautioning that
weather conditions are likely to worsen over the next two
days amid a sharp drop in temperatures.The national
capital recorded its coldest moming of the ongoing winter
on Saturday, with the minimum temperature at Safdarjung
falling to 4.2 degrees Celsius, the lowest January reading
in the last three years, according to IMD data.

Daytime conditions also remained chilly, with the maximum
ternperature settling below normal at 19.7 degrees Celsius,
adding to the prolonged winter discomfort across the
city. With termnperatures dipping sharply across several
parts of Delhi, the weather department has also forecast
moderate to dense fog during the moming hours, which is
expected to significantly reduce visibility and further
aggravate cold conditions.

As per IMD norms, cold wave conditions are declared when
minimum temperatures drop between 4.5 and 6.4 degrees
Celsius below normal, depending on lecal
climatology.Palam and Ayanagar recorded minimum
temperatures of 4.5 degrees Celsius, while Lodi Road
registered 4.7 degrees Celsius, and the Ridge area reported
5.3 degrees Celsius.

Maximum temperatures across various weather stationsalso
remained suppressed, ranging from 17.2 degrees Celsius
at Palam to around 19 degrees Celsius at Safdarjung and
Ayanagar.

On Friday, the minimum femperature was recorded at 4.6
degrees Celsius.As the cold wave deepens, air quality has
deteriorated further due to unfavourable meteorological
conditions.Cold and calm winds have restricted the
dispersion of pollutants, allowing pollution levels to
accumulate over the city.

Infrastructure, education &
transport in Delhi get boost in

revised budget estimate

-
Officials said the move reflects o focus on

building assets rather than routine spending.

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi government has increased capital
expenditure from Rs 28,115 crore to Rs 30,248 crore in
the revised estimate for the 2025-26 fiscal to pump in
more money into infrastructure, transport, education
and civic services, but the budget size will be retained
at Rs 1 lakh crore. The Delhi Assembly on Friday
approved more funds for roads, metro projects, public
transport, municipal bodies and power subsidies.

Officials said the move reflects a focus on building
assets rather than routine spending. A senior official
said, “The revised budget aims to deliver visible
improvements on the ground in mobility, public
services and education.”

Allocation for transport, including roads and bridges,
has been increased from Rs 12,952 crore to Rs 16,024
crore, a rise budget share from 13% to 16%. Funding
for DMRC has been increased by Rs 2,117 crore,
taking the total to Rs 5,046.66 crore. The DTC has got
Rs 653 crore more, raising gthe allocation to Rs 3,433
crare. The MCD has received Rs 11,428 crore, an
increase of Rs 1,031 crore, to support sanitation, road
repairs, garbage collection and civic works.

Loans to DJB has been increased to Rs 3,500 crore.
“The funds will strengthen water supply and sewer
networks,” an official said. The electricity subsidy for
domestic consumers has been raised to Rs 4,000 crore.
Allocation for education sector has gone up from Rs
19,291 crore to Rs 20,702 crore. Funds for the
purchase of flats and land for universities haverisen by
Rs 862 croreto Rs 1,362 crore.

Housing and urban development allocation has
increased to Rs 11,754 crore. The state’s share under
the Yamuna Action Plan has been increased by Rs 180
crore to Rs 280 crore.The funds will support river
cleaning and sewage treatment projects. An additional
Rs 100 crore has been earmarked for completion of
Barapulla Phase-III corridor.

his X account.

director general of Police (DGP), Special
DGP (Cyber Cell) of Punjab and the Jalandhar
Police Commissioner, Speaker Vijender
Gupta told media persons.

The Jalandhar Police Commissionerate had on
Friday registered booked Mishra for allegedly
uploading and circulating a doctored

video, in which Leader of Opposition Atishi is
allegedly seen insulting Guru Tegh Bahadur
inthe Assembly on Tuesday after a debate ona
programme held last November to mark the
350th martyrdom day of the ninth Sikh Guru.
A day later, Mishra had shared the video from

According to the notices issued by the Delhi

been issued to Punjab’s

confined to any individual or political
party,” he added.

Gupta said that any recording of
proceedings inside the House is the =
exclusive property of the Assembly and ‘
does not belong to any political party,
individual, or external agency. “Misuse of the
property of the House in this manner, and
registration of an FIR against a minister on the
basis of such material, is not only unfortunate
but also extremely serious and condemnable,”
he added.

i’
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Assembly Secretariat, the video has been He questioned on what basis and under what
referred for forensic examination and to the
Committee of Privileges.

authority the FIR in this matter was registered

by Punjab Police. “The role of the Jalandhar

The Assembly also asked for all the related Police commissioner in the entire episode is
documents and the forensic report, based
on which Punjab Police claimed that the
videowas “doctored”, Gupta said.

“The matter is of extremely serious and
constitutional importance and is directly [
linked to the dignity, authority, and §
privileges of the House. The issue is not §
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highly questionable and appears prima facie
to be a clear case of breach of privilege of the
House. A direct case of privilege violation is
therefore made out against him and the House
will consider it seriously,” Gupta said.
Further, he pointed out that describing the

Delhi Govt writes to Centre seeking 3,300 e-
buses to strengthen green public transport

New Delhi.(Agency)

Delhi may soon see an addition of over
3,000 buses to its green public
transport fleet as the government
steps up measures to curb vehicular

pollution. The Delhi
government, said officials,
has sent a proposal to the
Centre’s Convergence
Energy Services Limited
(CESL), seeking an

immediate procurement of

3,300 low-floor, air-

conditioned electric buses.

The Centre had set up CESL
in 2020 with an objective to
support the ambition of net-

zero carbon emission by
2070.

A high-level meeting was recently
chaired by Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta with CESL in this regard
where a decision was reached to
increase the city’s bus allocation
under the PM E-DRIVE Scheme

(Phase-2), said officials. According
to the CM’s Office, the government
aims to ensure that the Capital can
sooh boast to have one of the largest
and cleanest electric bus networks in

the world. The PM E-DRIVE Scheme
is an initiative of the Union Ministry
of Heavy Industries to accelerate the
adoption of electric vehicles (EVs)
by providing financial incentives
with an aim to improve air quality.

Under the scheme, the Cenfre also
helps the states in strengthening the
charging stations and installation of
fast chargers.After reassessing the
bus requirements, according to the

CMO, a demand has been
placed for buses of different
sizes to ensure connectivity
from narrow streets to major
arterial roads. Under this
proposal, the government has
sought 500 buses of 7 metres
to serve narrow streets and
provide last-mile
connectivity to residents,
2,330 buses of 9 metres to
operate on smaller roads as
feeder services, and 500
buses of 12 metres to be

deployed on main routes and heavily
congested corridors. The new buses,

the

CMO said, will curb the public

dependence on private vehicles and
lead to a significant reduction in
harmful emissions.

Not passing the buck, but BJP inherited water
supply issues from AAP: Minister Parvesh Verma

New Delhi.(Agency)

recent, but the result of years
of neglect, Water Minister
Parvesh Verma said en
Friday, in apparent reference
to the previous AAP
government.

Making this assertion in the
assembly, he also said these
chronic problems arose due
to indecision and delay by the
previous governments.

The minister presented a
detailed and fact-based
statement in the Legislative
Assembly, stating that the

continuous (24x7) water supply to every delivering solutions,” he said.

Issues like contaminated water, household in Delhi However, he said the Addressing the House, Parvesh
pipeline leakages and irregular water current government inherited a highlightedthatoutofDelhi’s 16,000 km
supply in the national capital are not dilapidated and severely neglected water water pipeline network over 5,200 km

city

pipelines are more than 30 years
old and around 2,700 km pipelines
are 20-30 years old.

As a result, the city has been
facing frequent leakages, pipeline
bursts, contamination risks and
Non-Revenue Water (NRW)
losses of up to 55 percent. “When
pipelines are 30 years old, it is not
water that flows- problems do,” he
said.

The minister informed that the
Chandrawal and Wazirabad water
reform projects, proposed as early

infrastructure.“We did not create these as 2011, remained stalled for years due to

government and Delhi Jal Board, with problems, but we inherited them. The the indecision, repeated tender
the support of the central government, is difference is that we are not running cancellations and conflicts with funding
committed to ensure clean, equifableand away from responsibility. We are agencies under the previous government.

NMRC Executive Director removed
after calendar features his photos

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Noida Authority on Friday
removed Noida Metro Rail
Corporation (NMRC) Executive
Director Mahendra Prasad,
appointing Krishna Karunesh,
the Authority’s Additional Chief
Executive Officer (CEQ), in his
place.On Saturday, The Indian
Express reported that the official
2026 calendar of NMRC
featured Prasad’s photographs
on the page for July, which also
happened to be the month of his
birthday. In the first photograph,
Prasad — also the Officer on
Special Duty in Noida Authority
— can be secen walking in a
corridor and in the second,
addressing an event. A 2014-
batch TAS officer, his birthday
happens to fall on July 5.

Prasad had said on Friday that

there was “nothing personal,
nothing commercial” in the
calendar. He had added that it
was all in the government
interest and not personal. “Tt’s
not as if [ have printed anyone’s
photo who does not hold an
official post,” he had said.

In a letter dated January 9, the §
Authority said, “In the |
immediate interest of the [
Authority’s work, Shri Krishna |}
Karunesh, Additional Chief §
Executive Officer, Noida, is |
nominated as the Executive “»

official recording of the House as “tampered”
or “doctored” amounts to a direct attack on the
dignity of the Assembly. “This is not merely a
false allegation but appears to be a well-
planned conspiracy aimed at undermining
the prestige of the House and maligning
constitutional institutions... Anyone
found directly or indirectly involved in
this conspiracy will face the sfrictest
% possible action by the House,” Gupta said.
W The BJP MLAs have demanded
cancellation of Atishi’s Assembly
membership for allegedly “insulting” the
Sikh Guru. “She (Atishi) was asked to
simply offer a brief apology, but she
refused to do so; otherwise, the matter
would have ended there itself, ” Gupta
said.The AAP, meanwhile, demanded
Mishra’s Assembly membership to be
revoked.. “The AAP is firm in demanding the
immediate termination of BJP Minister Kapil
Mishra’s membership over the ‘beadbi’ of
Sikh Guru Sahibs,” it said.

Four AAP MLAs out for rest of

Delhi Assembly winter session

New Delhi.(Agency)

Speaker Vijender Gupta on Friday suspended four
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MLAs for the remaining
period of the ongoing Winter Session of the Delhi
Assembly for “disrupting” House proceedings.In a
statement, Gupta said, “due to the continuous
disruption of the proceedings of the House and
violation of its decorum, Opposition members
(AAP) Som Dutt, Jarmail Singh, Sanjeev Jha and
Kuldeep Kumar are suspended from the House for
the rest of the Winter Session.”The Vidhan Sabha
Secretariat said that the decision ofthe Speaker was
exercised strictly to preserve the authority, order,
and dignity of the House and in full conformity with
the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business of
the Delhi Legislative Assembly.The AAP MLAs
demonstrated inside the Assembly complex
demanding immediate resignation of minister Kapil
Mishra for sharing a video related to alleged insult
of Guru Tegh Bahadur by Leader of Opposition
Atishi.

Raising slogans outside the House, AAP leaders
urged the Speaker to cancel the BIP minister’s
membership, with Chief Whip Sanjeev Jha saying
the misuse of Guru Sahib’s name to defame LoP
Atishi was unacceptable. The demonstration was
led by AAP MLAs Jamail Singh and Kuldeep
Kumar.

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP leaders and party workers
also held a massive protest outside the AAP office
against the alleged insult of Sikh Guru Guru Tegh
Bahadur by Atishi. A large number of workers from
the Delhi BJP’s Sikh Cell also participated in the
protest. BJP workers gathered at Windsor Place and
marched towards the AAP office, raising slogans
demanding Atishi’s resignation and an apology
from Arvind Kejriwal and Punjab CM Bhagwant
Manmn.

Before reaching the office, Delhi Police stopped
the BJP workers with heavy barricading near the
Firozshah Road-Madhavrao Scindia Marg red
light, announced their detention, and later released
themn after issuing a waming.

Speaking on the matter, BJP National General
Secretary Tarun Chugh said, “Atishi’s conduct and
statements in the Assembly reflect deep disrespect
towards Sikh Gurus and Sikh traditions, and are also
against constitutional dignity.

Acting at the behest of Kejriwal, the repeated
statements made by Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann in Punjab clearly prove that the
AAP’s approach towards Sikh faith has not been
sensifive, but rather hostile. Such sults to Sikh
religious symbols and traditions on constitutional
platforms are not merely careless acts, but
deliberate attempts to hurt the sentiments of Sikh
community.”

without his permission. He had
also said that he had issued a
“show-cause notice” to the
officials concerned as soon as
he came to know about the
matter. The photograph was
taken when he played Vande
Mataram on the stage at Noida
Authority’s Independence Day
celebration, he had
added. However, n a purported
photograph taken recently,
Lokesh M could be seen posing
with the calendar that featured
his photographs, while other

Director, Noida Metre Rail Neida and the Managing
Corporation, in place of Shri Director, Noida Metro Rail
Mahendra Prasad, Officer on Corporation Limited”, Lokesh
Special Duty, Noida, with M, whose photographs also
immediate effect.” featured in the NMRC calendar.
Aspertheletter, the “saidorder The calendar carried two
was issued with the approval of photographs of Lokesh M, a
the Chief Executive Officer, 2005-batch IAS officer, for the

month of April. His birthday
falls on April 3. In one
photograph, the officer can be
seen playing the sitar and in the
other, addressing an event.
Lokesh M had told The Indian
Express on Friday that his
photographs had been used

officials clapped.

Though he did not respond to
calls and messages on Saturday,
an official said, “The show-
cause notice was issued on the
day the CEO learnt about the
photographs. We are confirming
when it was issued.”
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Greenland’s harsh terrain
and thin infrastructure block
rare earth mining even as
Trump seeks control

World. (Agency)

Greenland's harsh environment, lack of key
infrastructure and difficult geology have so far
prevented anyone from building a mine to extract the
sought-after rare earth elements that many high-tech
products require. Even if President Donald Trump
prevails in his effort to take control of the arctic island,
those challenges won't go away. Trump has prioritized
breaking China's stranglehold on the global supply of
rare earths ever since the world's number two
economy sharply restricted who could buy them after
the United States imposed widespread tariffs last
spring. The Trump administration has invested
hundreds of millions of dollars and even taken stakes
in several companies.Now the president is again
pitching the idea that wresting control of Greenland
away from Denmark could solve the problem. "We are
going to do something on Greenland whether they like
it or not," Trump said Friday.But Greenland may not
be able to produce rare earths for years — if ever.
Some companies are trying anyway, but their efforts
to unearth some of the 1.5 million tons of rare earths
encased in rock in Greenland generally haven't
advanced beyond the exploratory stage.

Trump's fascination with the island nation may be more
about countering Russian and Chinese influence in
the Arctic than securing any of the hard-to-pronounce
elements like neodymium and terbium that are used to
produce the high-powered magnets needed in electric
vehicles, wind turbines, robots and fighter jets among
other products."The fixation on Greenland has always
been more about geopolitical posturing — a military-
strategic interest and stock-promotion narrative —
than a realistic supply solution for the tech sector,"
said Tracy Hughes, founder and executive director of
the Critical Minerals Institute."The hype far outstrips
the hard science and economics behind these critical
minerals.”

US launches new retaliatory
strikes against ISIS in Syria
after deadly ambush

WASHINGTON. (Agency)

US and allied forces carried out "large-scale" strikes
against the Islamic State jihadist group in Syria on
Saturday, the US military said, the latest response to
an attack last month thatkilled three Americans.

US Central Command (CENTCOM), which oversees
American military forces in the region, said multiple
strikes "targeted ISIS throughout Syria," using an
acronym for the jihadist group. CENTCOM's post on
X did not give specifics on where they took place.

Grainy aerial video accompanying the post showed
several separate explosions, apparently in rural areas.

The strikes were part of Operation Hawkeye Strike,
which was launched "in direct response to the deadly
ISIS attack on US and Syrian forces in Palmyra,"
CENTCOM said.Two US soldiers and a US civilian
interpreter were killed on December 13 after a lone
gunman -- whom Washington described as an IS
militant -- ambushed them in Palmyra, home to
UNESCO-listed ancient ruins and once controlled
by the jihadist group.Syria's interior ministry later
said the gunman was a member of the security forces
who had been set to be fired for extremism.

"We will never forget, and never relent," US Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth said Saturday in a post on X,
replying to the CENTCOM statement.

The United States and Jordan carried out a round of
strikes last month in response to the Palmyra attack,
with CENTCOM saying at the time that "more than
70 targets" had been hit. The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, a war monitor, later reported those
strikes killed at least five IS members, including a
cell leader.

Iran simmers: Over 100
killed as protests intensify;
what military options is US
considering

world. (Agency)

At least 116 people have been killed in violence linked
to nationwide protests challenging Iran’s theocratic
leadership, which entered their second week on
Sunday.The US-based Human Rights Activists News
Agency reported that more than 2,600 people have
also been arrested, citing verified reports.

With internet access restricted and phone lines cut
across Iran, assessing the scale of the demonstrations
has become increasingly difficult.

Iranian state television has focused on reporting
casualties among security forces and projecting an
image of control, while avoiding mention of dead
protesters, whom it has increasingly described as
“terrorists,” as cited by AP.

The country's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenet,
has signaled an impending crackdown despite
warnings from the United States.Iran’s attorney
general, Mohammad Movahedi Azad, also issued a
warning that anyone taking part in the protests would
be treated as an “enemy of God,” a charge that carries
the death penalty.A statement aired on state television
said the designation would also apply to those who
“helped rioters.”‘Prosecutors must carefully and
without delay, by issuing indictments, prepare the
grounds for the trial and decisive confrontation with
those who, by betraying the nation and creating
insecurity, seek foreign domination over the
country,” the statement read, as cited by AP.
“Proceedings must be conducted without leniency,
compassion or indulgence.”

USA ready to help, says Donald Trump

Meanwhile, US president Donald Trump has been
briefed on new options for possible military strikes
against Iran as he weighs responding to Tehran’s
crackdown on protesters, according to multiple US
officials.
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What to know about the protests shaking Iran as
government shuts down internet and phone networks

Protests began in late December
with merchants in Tehran before
spreading. While initially focused
on economic issues, the
demonstrations soon saw
protesters chanting anti-

DUBAL (Agency)

Nationwide protests in Iran sparked by the
Islamic Republic's ailing economy are
putting new pressure on its theocracy as it
has shut down the internet and telephone
networks.Tehran is still reeling from a 12-
day war launched by Israel in June that saw
the United States bomb nuclear sites in Iran
Economic pressure, which has intensified
since September when the United Nations
reimposed sanctions on the country over its
atomic program, has sent Iran's rial
currency into a free fall, now trading at

over 1.4 millionto $1.

Meanwhile, Iran's self-described "Axis of
Resistance" — a coalition of countries and
militant groups backed by Tehran — has
been decimated since the start of the
Israel-Hamas war in 2023.A threat by US . -
President Donald Trump warning Iran /

on an activist network inside of Iran for its
reporting and has been accurate in past
unrest.Understanding the scale of the
protests has been difficult. Iranian state

that if Tehran "violently kills peaceful
protesters" the US "will come to their _
rescue," has taken on new meaning after - £
American troops captured Venezuela's [,
Nicolds Maduro, a longtime ally of & &
Tehran."We're watching it very closely,"
Trump has warned. "If they start killing |
people like they have in the past, I think
they're going to get hit very hard by the
United States."Here's what to know about
the protests and the challenges facing
Iran's government.
How widespread the protests are

~ More than 570 protests have taken place
across all of Iran's 31 provinces, the US-
based Human Rights Activists News
Agency reported early Sunday.The death
toll had reached at least 116, it said, with
more than 2,600 arrests. The group relies

Sham election': Myanmar holds second
round of polling amid armed conflict

media has provided little information
about the demonstrations.Online videos
offer only brief, shaky glimpses of people
in the streets or the sound of gunfire.
Journalists in general in Iran also face
limits on reporting such as requiring
permission to travel around the country, as
well as the threat of harassment or arrest by
authorities. The internet shutdown has

further complicated the situation.But the

protests do not appear to be stopping, even

after Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei said "rioters must be put in their
place.”

.. Why the demonstrations started
~ The collapse of the rial has led to a

widening economic crisis in Iran.

Prices are up on meat, rice and other

staples of the Iranian dinner table.

The nation has been struggling with

an annual inflation rate of some

40%.In December, Iran introduced

a new pricing tier for its nationally

subsidized gasoline, raising the

price of some of the world's
cheapest gas and further pressuring
the population.

Tehran may seek steeper price increases in
the future, as the government now will
review prices every three months.
Meanwhile, food prizes are expected to
spike after Iran's Central Bank in recent
days ended a preferential, subsidized
dollar-rial exchange rate for all products
except medicine and wheat.

‘V S

Venezuelans across Latin America
cautiously watch what comes next

YANGON. (Agency)
Myanmar resumed voting Sunday in the
second round of its first general
election in five years, expanding
polling to additional townships,
including some areas affected by the
civil war between the military
government and its armed opponents.
Polling stations opened at 6 am local
time in 100 townships across the

country, including parts of Sagaing, ==

Magway, Mandalay, Bago and

Tanintharyi regions, as well as Mon, |

Shan, Kachin, Kayah and Kayin
states. Many of those areas have seen
clashes in recent months or remain
under heightened security,
underscoring the risks surrounding
the vote.

The election is being held in three
phases due to armed conflicts. The
first round took place on Dec. 28 in
102 of the country's total 330
townships, followed by the second
phase on Sunday. A final round is
scheduled for Jan. 25, though 65
townships will not take part because of
fighting. Myanmar has a two-house
national legislature, totaling 664 seats.
The party with a combined

parliamentary majority can select the
new president, who can name a
Cabinet and form a new government.
The military automatically receives
25% of seats in each house under the
constitution.

Critics say the polls organized by the

military government are neither free
nor fair and are an effort by the military
to legitimize its rule after seizing
power from the elected government of
Aung San Suu Kyi in February 2021.

On Sunday morning, people in Yangon,

the country's largest city, and
Mandalay, the second-largest, were
casting their ballots at high schools,
government buildings and religious
buildings.While more than 4,800

candidates from 57 parties are
competing for seats in national and
regional legislatures, only six parties
are competing nationwide with the
possibility of gaining political clout in
parliament.The first phase left the
military-backed Union Solidarity and
Development Party, or USDP, in
a dominant position, winning
nearly 90% of those contested
seats in that phase in Pyithu
Hluttaw, the lower house of
parliament. It also won a
majority of seats in regional
legislatures.The military
government claimed more than
6 million people — about 52%
of the more than 11 million
eligible voters in the first phase
of elections — cast ballots,
calling the turnout a decisive success.

Suu Kyi, Myanmar's 80-year-old former

leader, and her party aren't
participating in the polls. She is
serving a 27-year prison term on
charges widely viewed as spurious and
politically motivated. Her party, the
National League for Democracy, was
dissolved in 2023 after refusing to
register under new military rules.

Anti-ICE protests across the US after shootings
in Minneapolis and Portland, Oregon

World. (Agency)
Minnesota leaders urged protesters to
remain peaceful Saturday as people
gathered nationwide to decry the fatal
shooting of a woman by a federal
immigration officer in Minneapolis
and the shooting of two protesters in
Portland, Oregon.On Friday night, a
protest outside a Minneapolis hotel
that attracted about 1,000 people
turned violent as demonstrators threw
ice, snow and rocks at officers,
Minneapolis Police Chief Brian
O'Hara said during a news conference
Saturday. One officer suffered minor
injuries after being struck with a piece
of ice, O'Hara said. Twenty-nine
people were cited and released, he
said.Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey
stressed that while most protests have
been peaceful, those who cause

damage to property or put others in
danger will be arrested. He faulted
"agitators that are trying to rile up
large crowds.""This is what Donald
Trump wants," Frey said of the
president who has demanded massive
immigration enforcement efforts in
several U.S. cities. "He wants us to
take the bait."Minnesota Gov. Tim
Walz echoed that call for peaceul
demonstrations."Trump sent
thousands of armed federal officers
into our state, and it took just one day
for them to kill someone," Walz
posted on social media. "Now he
wants nothing more than to see chaos
distract from that horrific action.
Don't give him what he wants."The
demonstrations in cities and towns
across the country come as the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security

pushes forward in the Twin Cities with
what it calls its biggest-ever
immigration enforcement operation.
Trump's administration has said both
shootings were acts of self-defense
against drivers who "weaponized"
their vehicles to attack officers.
Steven Eubanks, 51, said he felt
compelled to get out of his comfort
zone and attend a protest in Durham,
North Carolina, on Saturday because
of what he called the "horrifying"
killing of Renee Good in
Minneapolis.Indivisible, a social
movement organization that formed to
resist the Trump administration, said
hundreds of protests were scheduled
in Texas, Kansas, New Mexico, Ohio,
Florida and other states. Many were
dubbed "ICE Out for Good" using the
acronym for the federal agency.

after US-induced crisis

LIMA . (Agency)

Almost immediately after US forces deposed
Venezuela’s president, officials from Washington to
Lima, Peru, began encouraging some of the 8 million
Venezuelans who have scattered themselves across
the Americas over more than a decade to go home. But
that idea had not even crossed the mind of Yanelis
Torres. The 22-year-old graphic designer was too busy
printing T-shirts with images of captured former
Venezuelan President Nicolds Maduro overlaid with
phrases like “Game Over.” Her clients in Lima’s
largest textile market were snatching them up within
hours of the news of Maduro’s downfall.

Settled or undocumented, many of the millions of
Venezuelans spread across Latin America received
news of Maduro’s capture with joy but also caution,
especially after hearing US President Donald Trump
say that he would work with Maduro’s vice president,
now interim President Delcy Rodriguez, rather than
the opposition.Despite leaders in Peru and Chile
echoing US suggestions to return to Venezuela, the
diaspora does not appear ready to do so. Venezuela’s
economy remains a shambles and with the exception
of Maduro and his wife, the government remains in
place.“T have a lot of things here,” Torres said from
her shop in a bustling Lima neighborhood, adding it
would take time for things to change in Venezuela.
“You’ve got to keep an eye on it, know what’s going
on, but not lose hope.”

Crisis scatters a people

There are nearly 7 million Venezuelan migrants and

refugees in Latin America. Colombia tops the list with

2.8 million, followed by Peru with 1.5 million. A

further estimated 1 million are in the United States,

according to the most recent data from R4V, a network
tracking the diaspora and coordinated by the United

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the

International Organization for Migration. They were

driven out by compounding political and economic

crises.An estimated 8 in 10 people in Venezuela live in
poverty in a country that was once one of Latin

America’s wealthiest, with the world’s largest proven

oil reserves. Some have found work or started small

businesses, while others tried to the reach the US or
bounced from country to country.Over the past year,
thousands have been deported to Venezuela or third
countries and many more could be near the end of

their protected status in the US.Eduardo Constante, 36,

left Venezuela in 2017 in the middle of a “hunger

crisis.” Speaking from a migrant shelter in the
northern Mexican city of Monterrey, he recalled his

journey.He had spent three months in Colombia, a

country overwhelmed by the numbers of arriving

Venezuelans; three years in Peru, which he left during

the pandemic because they wouldn’t give him the

vaccine; and then three more years in Chile, where he
was unable to legalize his status.

Syria civil war: Kurdish fighters evacuated
from Aleppo after days of violent clashes

WASHINGTON .(Agency)
Kurdish fighters were evacuated from a
contested neighborhood in Syria's northern
city of Aleppo, officials said early on
Sunday, a move that could bring an end to
several days of violent clashes with
government forces.

State-run news agency SANA reported buses
transported the last of the fighters from the
Aleppo neighborhood of Sheikh Maqgsoud
to northeastern Syria, which is under the
control of the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces." Through international
mediation to halt the attacks and violations
against our people in Aleppo, we have
reached an understanding leading to a
ceasefire and the safe evacuation of
martyrs, the wounded, trapped civilians,
and fighters from the Achrafieh and Sheikh
Magsoud neighborhoods to northern and
eastern Syria," SDF commander Mazloum
Abdi said in a post on X.He called for
"mediators to uphold their promises to stop
the violations and work towards the safe
return of the displaced to their homes."An

Associated Press journalist at the scene
saw buses leaving Sunday and was told by
officials that the transports carried 360
fighters. Other buses carrying civilians _
and detained fighters departed on f"‘r,_ ——
Saturday.

Drone strikes are part of intense clashes

Syrian security forces deployed Saturday in
Sheikh Magsoud after days of clashes
with Kurdish fighters that killed and
wounded dozens.During the day, several
drone strikes were reported in Aleppo,
Syria's largest city, leading authorities to
stop civilian flights at Aleppo
International Airport until further notice,
state TV said.

On Saturday afternoon, an explosive drone
hit the Aleppo Governorate building
shortly after two Cabinet ministers and a
local official held a news conference on the
developments in the city. There was no
immediate word on casualties.

Syria's state TV aired footage showing a
drone exploding as it slammed into the
building and blamed Kurdish fighters for

the attack. The SDF denied the reports,
saying its fighters did not attack a civilian
target. The fighting between the two sides is

the most intense since the fall of then-

President Bashar Assad in December 2024.
At least 22 people were killed in five days
of clashes and more than 140,000 were
displaced.US Special Envoy to Syria Tom
Barrack held talks in Damascus Saturday
with top officials, including President
Ahmad al-Sharaa, and called on all parties
to cease hostilities and return to dialogue.
"Violence risks undermining the progress

achieved since the fall of the Assad regime
and invites external interference that serves
no party's interests," Barrack said in
comments posted on X."We urge all
parties to exercise maximum restraint,
immediately cease hostilities, and
return to dialogue," he added, saying
that fighting undermines the deal
reached in March between the
government and the Kurdish
leadership.He said recent
developments in Aleppo were "deeply
concerning," and Washington's
objective "remains a sovereign, unified
Syria — at peace with itself and its
neighbors — where equality, justice, and
opportunity are extended to all its people.”
Residents flee Kurdish-majority areas of
Aleppo
Syria's state news agency SANA reported that
two Kurdish fighters blew themselves up
while surrounded by security forces
without inflicting casualties, as gunfire was
still heard in the neighborhood of Sheikh
Magsoud around noon Saturday.
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Varun Chakravarthy will be key
for India in T20 World Cup:

Sourav Ganguly

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India captain Sourav Ganguly believes
India’s prospects of defending their T20
World Cup title at home will hinge
significantly on how well Varun
Chakravarthy performs in the tournament,
underlining the importance of the team’s
spin-heavy bowling attack.

Ganguly, speaking briefly about India’s
preparations in an interaction with PTI ,
stressed that home conditions place an even
greater premium on quality spin bowling,
something he feels India are well-equipped
with heading into the global event.“Yeah,
nothing (home WC) gets bigger than that, and
India is always my favourite team. They have
a strong spin attack and if Chakravarthy is fit
then it's good for India,” Ganguly said,
highlighting both the expectations and
opportunities that come with hosting the
tournament.India have indeed gone all-in on
spin for the upcoming T20 World Cup,
selecting a formidable quartet of Varun

Chakravarthy, Kuldeep Yadav, Axar Patel
and Washington Sundar. With matches set to
be played across India and Sri Lanka from
February 7 to March 8, spin is expected to
play a decisive role as surfaces wear and
conditions slow down.Among them,
Chakravarthy stands out as a key weapon.
The mystery spinner has taken 51 wickets in
32 T20Is and arrives at the World Cup on the
back of an impressive showing against South
Africa, where he picked up six wickets in a
five-match series. His ability to deceive
batters in the middle overs makes him central
to India’s plans, especially in high-pressure
knockout matches.As India gear up for their
final T20I series before the World Cup,
starting January 21 against familiar rivals
New Zealand, Varun Chakravarthy’s form
has become one of the biggest talking points
among fans and experts alike.

Rishabh Pant suffers

painful series-ending

blow during IND vs NZ
training

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

India’s preparations for the ODI series against
New Zealand had already taken a hit on
January 10 when Rishabh Pant was ruled
out with an abdominal injury. A day later, on
January 11, a video from India’s Vadodara
training session surfaced on social media,
showing the exact moment Pant suffered
the blow that ultimately ended his series
before it began.The incident occurred
during a routine net session ahead of the
first ODI, when Pant suddenly felt
discomfort in the right lateral side of his
abdomen while batting. He was
immediately attended to by the team’s
medical staff, and concerns over the injury
prompted further examination.An MRI

scan was subsequently conducted, and after
an online consultation with Dinshaw
Pardiwala, Pant was diagnosed with a right-
sided abdominal strain along with an
internal oblique muscle tear. The findings
confirmed that he would miss the entire
three-match ODI series against New
Zealand, which begins in Vadodara on
January 11.Pant’s absence is a significant
setback for India, given his impact as a left-
handed wicketkeeper-batter and his ability
to change the tempo of an innings.
Following a brief period of rest, he is set to
report to the Centre of Excellence for
further assessment and rehabilitation. With
Pant unavailable, the selectors moved
swiftly to name Dhruv Jurel as his
replacement in the ODI squad on the
morning of the 1st ODI. Jurel now has an
opportunity to stake his claim in the middle
of abusy white-ball phase for India.

IND vs NZ: Dhruv Jurel replaces injured
Rishabh Pant, joins ODI team in Vadodara

India vs New Zealand: Dhruv
Jurel has been added to India's
0DI squad following Rishabh
Pant's injury sethack. The Uttar
Pradesh wicketkeeper has joined

the squad in Yadodara, the BCCI

confirmed.

|
New Delhi. (Agency)

Dhruv Jurel has been added to India’s one-day

international squad for the upcoming three-
match series against New Zealand,
beginning January 11 in Vadodara, following
Rishabh Pant’s injury setback.The Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
confirmed the development on matchday
morning, stating that Jurel joined the Indian
team in Vadodara on the eve of the series
opener. As reported by India Today, Pant was
ruled out after sustaining an abdominal
injury during a training session, a blow to

India just days before the start of the
series.Pant experienced sudden discomfort
in his right lateral abdominal region while
batting in the nets, prompting immediate
medical evaluation. An MRI scan was
conducted to determine the severity of the
issue, after which a detailed consultation was
held with orthopaedic specialist Dr Dinshaw
Pardiwala. Medical assessments revealed a

right-sided strain along with an internal
oblique muscle tear, ruling Pant out of the
entire series.The 28-year-old wicketkeeper-
batter will undergo a short period of rest
before reporting to the Centre of Excellence
for further assessment and rehabilitation. His
absence forces the team management to
recalibrate their plans ahead of the New
Zealand series, where Pant was expected to

Unstoppable: Criminal lawyer Penav Mota

defying odds to chase Paralympics dream

A criminal lawyer by trade and
a long-distance runner by
heart, Penav Mota looks to
break down the barriers and
represent India in the
Paralympics soon.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

I“It pays to persevere. If you persevere for
long enough, your dreams may just come
true.”Those were the words of China’s
Yang Yue to her daughter after winning
gold in the F64 discus at the Paris
Paralympics 2024 — a message that
perfectly captures the essence of life as a
para athlete. Perseverance is not optional; it
is essential. That very principle has guided
Penav Mota from a young age.After
developing an eye-related condition in
childhood, Penav lost vision in his left eye
around the age of seven. Over time, his
vision in the right eye also began to
deteriorate. By the age of 15, he was

completely blind. But that never stopped
him from chasing his dream of becoming an
athlete and making a name for himself in
sport.Penav began his sporting journey with
chess as a child before moving into cricket.

Following his vision impairment, he
explored blind cricket, swimming, cycling,
and marathon running. It was in endurance
disciplines — marathon running, cycling,
and swimming — where he truly found his
calling, and his achievements speak
volumes.He proudly says he has completed
23 half marathons, two full marathons, one
Pro Slam Run, one-hour and two-hour
stadium runs, and BRM cycling events of
200 km and 300 km. Last year, Penav also
competed in the Tata Steel World 25K

The Ashes was a spectacle.
Test cricket in India feel

New Delhi. (Agency)

The sun had barely set on the 2025-26 Ashes,
but the afterglow was felt six thousand miles
away in India. Even as Australian and
English fans celebrated a series that
redefined “appointment viewing”,
Indian fans were left with a familiar,
gnawing sense of envy. It was not just
the cricket — though that was high-
octane — it was the theatre of it.The
Ashes felt like a cultural festival. It
served as a powerful reminder of what
Test cricket can look like when the
game, the broadcast and the
surrounding culture align in perfect
harmony. Over five Tests played
across Australia, more than 859,000
fans attended the matches, with an
average crowd of nearly 48,000 per day —
the highest daily average in Australian
cricket history. The Melbourne Cricket
Ground alone set a single-day attendance
record of over 93,000 fans on Boxing Day.

Beyond t

Meanwhile, the iconic Sydney Cricket
Ground hosted a cumulative 211,032
spectators for the final Test, breaking a
long-standing attendance mark.In India,

the narrative is starkly different. While the
Indian Premier League (IPL) is a neon-lit
behemoth that swallows the calendar
whole, Test cricket often feels like the
neglected elder sibling — respected in

Kolkata, completing the race in the 25K

category.Yet, beyond his accomplishments

on the field, Penav continues to break

barriers off it as well. A practising criminal

lawyer based in Mumbai, the para athlete is
determined to give back to his
community. In 2024, he founded the
Penav Mota Foundation with the aim of
transforming the lives of the visually
impaired through sport, wellness, and
education.

Ahead of the Tata Mumbai Marathon on
January 18, India Today caught up with
the para athlete-cum-criminal lawyer to
speak about his journey, ambitions of
reaching the Paralympics, and his
efforts to uplift the visually impaired
sporting community.

THE START AND THE CHALLENGES
The beginning was never easy for Penav as a

visually impaired athlete, despite his love
for sports. His parents, naturally protective,
initially restricted him to indoor activities.

“T loved sports, but because of my poor

vision, I wasn’t allowed to play outdoor
games like cricket. There was always a
concern—‘How will you play if you get
hurt?” Because of this, my parents put me
into chess, which is an indoor sport.

Why doesn't

the same

speeches, but poorly dressed and ignored in
practice.“Cricket gyaan: what joy watching
the fabulous Ashes TV coverage, every
angle covered. Wonderful to see the crowds
and little kids streaming into the Sydney
ground after the game to catch a glimpse
of their heroes while ensuring players
get their moment in the sun. Players
patiently signing autographs with no
pushing and jostling. And the focus is
always on the TEAM and not
individuals. And yes, the coveted Ashes
trophy given by a legend in Steve
Waugh and not any official or sponsor.
Not to forget that the Sydney Test is now
the ‘Pink Test” with part of the money
going for breast cancer treatment
through the McGrath Foundation. Much
that @BCCI can learn from. There is
much more to building a great cricket
culture than just earning money guys!
Agree?” wrote senior journalist Rajdeep
Sardesai on X, triggering a wider debate.

add depth and flexibility to India’s

middle order.Jurel’s inclusion comes on

the back of a prolific domestic season.

The Uttar Pradesh wicketkeeper has

been in outstanding form in the Vijay

Hazare Trophy, scoring 558 runs in

seven matches, including two centuries.

Despite his strong performances, Jurel

had earlier missed out on selection and

remained on the sidelines during India’s
home series against South Africa in

December.The injury to Pant, however,

has reopened the door for the 23-year-

old, who is regarded as one of the most
promising wicketkeeper-batters in the
domestic circuit. Whether Jurel will
feature in the playing XI remains
uncertain, with KL Rahul expected to
be the first-choice wicketkeeper for the

ODI series.

Pant’s latest injury represents another
interruption in an ODI career that has
struggled to gain continuity in recent years.
He last featured in a 50-over match during
India’s tour of Sri Lanka in August 2024.
Although named in squads for the England
series and the Champions Trophy earlier this
year, Pant did not play a single match.

FA Cup: Manchester City score
10 past Exeter City, Antoine
Semenyo bags a debut goal

Er B

»

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Manchester City marked the start of their FA Cup

campaign with an extraordinary statement,
tearing apart Exeter City 10-1 in a one-sided
third-round clash at the Etihad Stadium.

Fielding a strong lineup, Manchester City were in

complete control from the opening exchanges
and effectively settled the contest before half-
time. Teenager Max Alleyne opened the
scoring by forcing the ball home from a corner,
before Rodri doubled the lead with a powerful
strike. Nathan Ak’s effort made it three, and
Exeter’s misery deepened when Jack Fitzwater
inadvertently turned the ball into his own net
just before the interval.

City showed no signs of easing off after the

break. Rico Lewis struck early in the second
half, followed swiftly by a debut goal from
Antoine Semenyo, who announced himself in
emphatic fashion in sky blue. Tijjani Reijnders
added a seventh with a curling finish from
distance, as City’s dominance stretched across
every area of the pitch.Substitutes continued
the rout late on, with Nico O’Reilly heading in
an eighth and Ryan McAidoo marking his own
debut with a well-taken ninth. Exeter briefly
found a moment of pride through a fine George
Birch finish, but City responded immediately,
Lewis completing the scoring to take the hosts
into double figures.The night belonged in large
part to Semenyo. Signed from Bournemouth
just days earlier, the Ghanaian forward capped
his first appearance with a goal and an assist,
underlining why City invested heavily in his
arrival. His energy, movement and directness
stood out even in a game overflowing with
goals, earning him the man-of-the-match
award.The result marked City’s biggest win
under Pep Guardiola and their heaviest FA Cup
victory in decades, matching a 10-goal margin
last seen in 1987. Guardiola himself watched
from the stands due to a one-match touchline
ban, with assistant Pep Lijnders overseeing
proceedings.As City cruised into the fourth
round, the scoreline served as both a warning to
future opponents and a reminder of the squad’s
depth. For Exeter, it was a bruising evening,
while for City, the FA Cup journey began in
record-equalling, ruthless style.

he Ro-Ko madness: Stars hope to

maximise OD| series to cut out noise

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

It was almost a year ago, around this time, that

a lot of noise surrounded Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma and their futures in Test
cricket. A poor Border-Gavaskar Trophy had
many calling for their heads, with some even
urging the BCCI to look beyond the Indian
greats and give youngsters a longer run.

Before the England tour arrived, Rohit and

Kohli decided that their time in whites was
over. They chose to become one-format
players, focusing solely on ODIs. Once
again, the noise refused to die down, with
many questioning how the duo could stay fit
and motivated for the national team given the
long breaks between assignments.The
Australia white-ball tour was even touted as a
possible swansong, with sections of fans
believing the duo might not make it to the
ODI World Cup in 2027. The signs appeared
ominous when Rohit was removed as ODI
captain and Shubman Gill was handed the
leadership role. What followed, however,
was an absolute masterclass from the

veterans.India lost the first two matches of
the series, but the final game in Sydney
served as a reminder of what Rohit and Kohli
are capable of. The duo stitched together an
unbeaten 168-run partnership, with Rohit
scoring a brilliant century and Kohli
returning to form with an unbeaten 74. It was
vintage ODI batting from two players who
had begun their international journeys
almost at the same time.The caravan then
moved to South Africa, and once again the
spotlight was firmly on Kohli. Could he
sustain his form? The response was swift and
emphatic. Two centuries, a fifty, and 302 runs
in three matches—there were no half-
measures, just pure ODI batting within the
framework of modern cricket.Then came
another directive from the BCCI: play the
Vijay Hazare Trophy. While this applied to
all players, a section of fans felt it was
indirectly aimed at the star duo. Once again,
Rohit and Kohli let their bats do the talking
for Mumbai and Delhi respectively.

Rohit began with an explosive hundred off just

)

62 balls and finished with 155 from 94
deliveries. Kohli matched the intensity with
131 off 101 balls and followed it up with a
fluent fifty. Their short stints ended with
Rohit scoring 155 runs and Kohli amassing
208, leaving fans wanting more.To put the
doubts into perspective, Kohli and Rohit

finished as India’s highest run-getters in
ODIs in 2025. Kohli scored 651 runs, while
Rohit followed closely with 650. The duo
also occupy the top two spots in the ICC
ODI rankings, with Rohit at No.1 and Kohli
right behind him.So can they afford to take
their foot off the pedal for one series? The
answer is a clear no. Every match and every
series is now a test as they march towards
Mission 2027.

INDIA’S ODI SCHEDULE

India’s next ODI assignment after the New
Zealand series will be the England white-
ball tour, with the 50-over matches
beginning on July 11. This leaves a gap of
nearly six months without international
cricket for the star duo.

A poor showing in the New Zealand series
would once again raise questions about their
readiness for the World Cup next year, which
will be played on fast, bouncy South African
tracks. By then, both Kohli and Rohit will be
approaching their forties.
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‘My House Could Have Been Next':
Daisy Shah Recounts Horrifying

_ - S“nny Fire Incident In Her Building
|

w0 Daniel Weber Step Out With Kids;

Day, the actress said, “Luckily, there were no

&% Fans Calls Them ‘Beautiful Family sy

A ‘ N 7 henever celebrities step out with their families, the vibe instantly turns neighbour had pets, their cats escaped; however,

ctor Daisy Shah recently experienced a

frightening fire incident in her

neighbourhood. The actress recalled how
the fire broke out after a spark from a sky shot used
during a political rally went inside a neighbour’s
house. Recounting the scary encounter, Shah
revealed that she keeps her house windows closed
because she has a pet dog, but if the situation had
been otherwise, her house could have also caught
fire due to carelessness.While speaking to Mid-

P HiplEsnrs wd ISStNERITiR, P CHERsIE! PRpRiEs AT i their fishes and birds couldn’t survive the fire.”
delight to watch. Living up to this, Sunny Leone was recently spotted =, :

g Ly i : 3 My house is 20 feet away from where the fire was.
by the paparazzi with her family, and the video was nothing short of Vi h 41d have b h it
adorable.Sunny, along with her husband Daniel Weber and their kids, Nisha, Vi IONSS SO e LEEN LE-IERI TR
Noah and Asher, were seen arriving together for a screening. The clip perfectly = Daisy added. _

While talking about the traffic during office hours

capturedtheir warm family bond and left fans smiling. e ey serer

R It’s Family Time For Sunny! ! ‘ : Services

o e s T The lovely family was spotted at a reaching on time, Shah said, “Considering it was

web series screening in Andheri, office hours, and we do not have a dedicated lane

and they looked absolutely for ambulances and fire engines, it took them
about30-35 minutestoreach."

charming. Sunny opted for a
brown top paired with khaki “Our country’s AQI has already gotten so bad. We

pants, while Daniel kept it casual
in a black T-shirt and denims. The
kids, however, stole the spotlight
as all three looked effortlessly
chic in stylish outfits.

In the video, the family was seen

calmly posing for the paparazzi.
Sunny was also spotted saying
something to the kids as they
wrapped up their poses, making
for an adorable moment.The
comments on the video were
filled with praise for the family. A
user wrote, “Great family and
cute children." Another one
added, “Beautiful family."

don’t need crackers. There is no proper place
dedicated to bursting crackers. Abroad, they have
specific spaces. We don’t have such measures
here," the actress added while calling bursting
crackers a menace, and continued, “I am raising a
question against the system, not against one
political party. Fach and every party should be
held accountable.”

Fire Breaks Outin Residential Building
Afire broke out ina 12-storey residential building in

Mumbai’s Bandra (East) area on Tuesday night.
The fire on the 11th floor of the building was
reported to the Mumbai Fire Brigade (MFB) at
8:54 pm, news agency PTI reportedThe fire was
confined to the 11th floor, and Fire Brigade

Someone commented, “T miss her
in Bollywood" “Oh...good to see
the affection shown towards their
adopted daughter," wrote another
user. An individual remarked,
“Looking so beautiful, Sunny |
Leone, love youw."

Christmas Celebrations Done
Right

personnel brought it under control within 10-15
minutes, according to officials.

Taking to her Instagram handle, Daisy Shah shared a
video and strongly criticised the irresponsible
behaviour that, according to her, led to the
frightening incident.

i | 'Where Is She Going?': Netizens Ask
While Sunny’s New Year reel .
focused moi: on her professional AS RaShmlka Malldalllla GetS Spﬂttﬂd

achievements of 2025, the family’s Christmas celebration was all about A A [l w d d R
mid yveadmg numours
; e Sl

togetherness. Sunny shared a series of pictures from the festivities, where she

~ can be seen posing with her family and friends amid beautiful Christmas _
corations. One of the pictures also features Tejasswi Prakash posing with
isha, Noah, and Asher.

¢ photo dump perfectly captured a warm, fun-filled family affair. The caption
i her post read, “From our family to yours! Merry Christmas everyone! T
ope you had a great one!" Influencer Anisha Dixit who was a part of the
elebrations commented on the post, “Thank you, it was an amazing
hristmas."

amantha Ruth Prabhu

And Raj Nidimoru Blush As They Attend
FIRST Event Together After Getting Married

umours of Rashmika Mandanna and Vijay
Deverakonda’s wedding have been making
cadlines for a long time now. While the
couple has neither confirmed nor denied the
reports of their February wedding, Rashmika was
recently spotted travelling solo, which left
netizens wondering, ‘“Where is she going?’On
Friday night, a video of the actress surfaced on
social media in which she was seen arriving at the
Mumbai airport.

amantha Ruth Prabhu and Raj Nidimoru made

their first public appearance at an event together

after their marriage. The couple, who got

married on December 1, 2025, in an intimate

ceremony, tumed heads as they stepped out for an

event. The pictures and videos now circulating on

social media show them beaming with joy as they
couldn’t stop blushing.

Inthe video, Samantha looked absolutely stunning in a

beautiful white saree paired with minimal makeup.
The actress tied her hair up in a half-clutch.
Meanwhile, Raj looked dapper as he complemented
his wife perfectly in a black T-shirt, pants, and a
brown jacket. The couple’s effortless coordination
in their outfits made them look every bit the power
couple they are.Raj and Samantha were seen
standing close as they posed for the paparazzi. In the
video, Samantha was seen holding Raj as they got
clicked while attending an event together for the first

time after their marriage.

Inside Samantha and Raj’s Love Story and
Wedding

For those unaware, Samantha Ruth Prabhu and Raj
Nidimoru had reportedly been in a relationship for
several years before deciding to take the plunge. The
duo is believed to have fallen in love during the
shoot of Citadel: Honey Bunny.

Over the past few months, they were frequently
spotted together at various locations
and were seen celebrating festivals
and personal milestones as a
couple.The pair chose to keep their
wedding ceremony low-key and
private, with only around 30
guests in attendance.

Following the wedding, Samantha
shared official pictures from the
ceremony on her social media
handles, offering fans a glimpse
into their special day. The
intimate celebration was
widely appreciated by fans,
who flooded the comments
section with congratulatory
messages.

On a related note, Samantha was previously
married to actor Naga Chaitanya. The Ye
Maaya Chesave co-stars tied the knot in
2017 after transitioning from friends to
partners. However, the couple announced
their separation in 2021 and later finalised
their divorce. Following the split, Naga
Chaitanya went on to date actor Sobhita
Dhulipala, and the two gotmarried in 2024.

She sported a brown top with black pants and kept
her look casual. Rashmika was also seen smiling
for the cameras as paparazzi followed her to the
entrance gate. However, the actress did not say
anything and chose to walk silently amid her
wedding rumours.

Soon after the video of the actress surfaced on

social media, one of the netizens rushed to the
comments section and asked, “Where is she
going?’. It also remains unclear if Rashmika is
travelling for some preparation regarding her
wedding.

Recently, Rashmika and Vijay were also in Rome,

celebrating the New Year. Even though the two
stars did not mention that they were vacationing
together, they shared photos from the same spots,
which left netizens convinced that they were
indeed together.

Reportedly, Vijay Deverakonda and Rashmika

Mandanna got engaged privately in October
2025, surrounded by close family members.
While the couple hasn’t announced their
engagement as of now, a report by Hindustan
Times recently claimed that the wedding is
scheduled for February 26, 2026, and will take
place ata palace in Udaipur.

A source revealed that no celebrity guests will be

invited and the event will be a private ceremony.
“Rashmika and Vijay’s wedding is planned at one
of Udaipur’s heritage palaces. Much like their
engagement, the ceremony will be a close-knit
affair with only their loved ones in attendance,"
the insideradded.
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