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Listening to the
land and its people,
the Gadgil way

At the ground level, people are really interested and
they want to get involved. Our report, if nothing
else, seems to have served the purpose of
triggering such kind of an interest," said Dr
Madhav Gadgil while delivering a lecture on
‘Democracy and ecology in contemporary
India’in Delhi in July, 2013. He was referring to
the 2010-11 report of the Western Ghats Ecology
Expert Panel (WGEEP), which he chaired and
which was one of the major contributions of
Gadgil to India's environmental governance.We
accompanied him during some of his travels. They
mainly consisted of back-to-back and often heated
meetings in some of the remotest corners of the
Western Ghats. The meetings were not only about
plants, trees and rivers, but also about what the
villagers feel about development and how it
should happen. No one had asked such questions
before. It was the democratisation of
environmental governance at its messiest and the
most beautiful. Something that was never
attempted before. Nor has it been attempted since.

No wonder, the report, produced after such a
radically different approach — trusting the people
of the land — was not acceptable to the vested
interests. In Maharashtra, Karnataka and Kerala,
politicians twisted the report, made false claims,
did what they knew best: spread fear amongst
people.he report was rejected and the government
set up a High-Level Working Group, headed by Dr
Kasturirangan, essentially to dilute the
recommendations of the WGEEP Report. But the
Kasturirangan Committee ended up with a report
that was at odds with facts and science. Under the
leadership of Dr Gadgil, the Western Ghats saw a
brief period of tender hope.The Gadgil report is a
veritable textbook about managing rivers in
ecologically important places. No wonder,
because one of the initiators of the Movement
against Athirapally Dam in Kerala, the late Dr
Latha Anantha, worked with Gadgil on this
section. Gadgil was an important figure in Kerala's
landmark Silent Valley struggle against a
hydropower project, which led to a cascade of
environmental laws in the country. He also
supported the movement against the Athirapally
Dam, led by local communities. He was a vocal
supporter of the Narmada Bachao Andolan's epic
struggle against the Sardar Sarovar project on the
Narmada river.He hailed the Plachimada struggle
against Coca-Cola as a ray of hope since this was a
struggle led by a panchayat, which brought a
multi-national company to its knees. The stance he
took against chemical pollution in the Lote
Parshuram region of the Western Ghats was so
decisive and people-centred that his work is used
by the people to this day.He laid stress on the need
to engage local people in the decision-making
process and increase dissemination of
information. He took the example of the
'Australian River Watch' programme, where
citizens are trained to monitor the health of a river
just by looking at the bio-logical indicators. He
said that India should take lessons from this and
initiate such programmes.

He added that for India to progress, we should take
the bottom-up approach and strengthen
democracy, rule of law, scientific temperament
and traditional ecological knowledge.Indicating
how forward-thinking he was, was a key
recommendation of the WGEEP report, asking for
the initiation of policy and legal steps towards
decommissioning of dams in India, when India
had no policy or laws in this regard.Gadgil played
an important role in drafting the National
Biodiversity Act of 2002. He also helped set up the
Centre for Ecological Sciences at the Indian
Institute of Science, Bangalore.As former
Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh said,
"Nation builders come in many forms. Gadgil was
definitely one of them.

UNPRECEDENTED nationwide protests have shaken
the Islamic Republic of Iran during the past fortnight.
There seems to be no sign that they will abate anytime
soon. Iran is no stranger to social unrest, but the
intensity of the latest round of public demonstrations
appears to represent an existential crisis for the republic.

It is widely being seen as posing the gravest threat the
regime has faced in 47 years since the February 1979
Islamic revolution. The country is under a lockdown
with the suspension of Internet connectivity and
international telephony. The regime is also said to have
deployed military-grade technology of Russian or
Chinese origin to block Starlink, the global satellite
communications network.

In an atmosphere of rumours and social media
disinformation, an accurate assessment of the
prevailing situation in Iran has been hard to come by.
However, arange of sources report that recent days have
seen a brutal crackdown by security forces; this has so
far resulted in the death of several hundred
demonstrators — the figures vary between 500 and
2,000 — and several thousands being detained. The
coming days, perhaps even weeks, could therefore
determine what the future holds for a widely unpopular
regime but one which has long endured and is set to
enter its 48th year next month.Beginning December 28,
widespread demonstrations and rioting have taken
place across Iran. These organic protests started in
Tehran’s Grand Bazaar. Traders shut shops and staged a
sit-in, protesting the collapse of the Iranian currency, the
Rial, against its principle benchmark, the US dollar. The
trigger was a decision by the government of President
Masoud Pezeshkian to undertake financial and
economic reforms, compelled by the all-pervasive US
sanctions.

Umar and Sharjeel have been chargesheeted for allegedly

THE Central government’s intervention to

Speedy trial is Umar-Sharjeel’s right

If a trial is delayed without an

BOB Dylan might well ask: How many years must a man

spend in jail, before he can get bail? The answer, my
friend, has been blown away in the wind.Recently, the
Supreme Court (SC) held in the lead case of Gulfisha
Fatima that Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam were not
entitled to bail effectively for another year. They have
already been in jail for more than five years, without
charges being framed against them by the court
concerned. This is tragic as far as the right to personal
liberty and the right to a speedy trial are concerned.

masterminding the Delhi riots in February 2020 in what
is described as a larger conspiracy. In furtherance of the
so-called larger conspiracy, they are accused of having
committed a “terrorist act” within the meaning of this
expression under Section 15 of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act or UAPA. Given space constraints, it is
not possible to delve into or unravel the conspiracy, but it
is possible to try and understand whether their continued
detention for more than five years is constitutionally
justified.Riots took place in Delhi in the last week of
February 2020; an FIR was lodged on March 6. The
Supreme Court records that “the riots were allegedly the
outcome of a pre-planned conspiracy orchestrated by
Jawaharlal Nehru University student Umar Khalid along
with his associates, who were stated to be affiliated with
different organisations.

”” Neither Sharjeel nor Umar were named as accused in that

FIR. Perhaps their alleged role in a larger conspiracy
came to notice much later. They were accused for the
first time in a supplementary chargesheet filed on
November 22, 2020.Interestingly, Sharjeel had been
arrested in the last week of January 2020, a month before
the riots. It appears that he got bail subsequently and was
again arrested on August 25 that year. Umar was arrested
on October 1, 2020, about seven months after the riots.
They have been in jail ever since, without trial. An
accused person is entitled, as per provisions of the
Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC, which was in force at
that time), access to all the material and documents
relied on by the prosecution in the chargesheet. In all
fairness, the chargesheets, with all documents, should
have been handed over to all the accused persons
simultaneously with their filing. For reasons best known
to the prosecution, compliance with the statutory
mandate was recorded by the trial judge only on August
5, 2023 — about three years later. Meanwhile, the
prosecution kept filing supplementary chargesheets one
after another, with the fourth one on June 7,2023.All this
while, the accused were in jail and without necessary
documentary evidence against them. What is the cause
of the delay in framing charges? In this regard, the

Supreme Court referred to the case of Tasleem Ahmed
(2025) decided by the Delhi High Court. A perusal of the

judgment shows that Sharjeel sought an adjournment on

two occasions to argue on framing charges. Umar
wanted arguments on the charges to begin on September
18, 2023, but his arguments were not heard.In October
2024, he requested an adjournment to argue on framing
charges. The Supreme Court noted that it did not want to
apportion blame for the delay in framing charges either
on the prosecution or the accused persons. I am of the
view that this was an incorrect approach to the issue of
bail to the accused. The cause of delay ought to have
been apportioned, and the initial delay by the
prosecution in complying with the mandate of Section
207 of the CrPC ought not to have been ignored or
overlooked in a matter of personal liberty.

That personal liberty is a valuable right has been

recognised by the Constitution in Article 21 and by the
SC in several judgments. The Court has gone a step
further and held that the right to a speedy trial is also a
valuable right tied up with personal liberty and Article
21.What does this mean? It simply means that if a trial is
delayed without any valid justification, the right to a
speedy trial is negated and the accused must be granted

End of 10-minute delivery offer is a breakthrough

y valid justification, the accused should be granted bail

bail. The reason is fairly obvious — if the alleged crime is
of a very serious nature, such as adversely impacting on
the unity or integrity of the country, it must be tried with
the greatest urgency and not in a lethargic manner.

Recall the Parliament attack that took place in December

2001: the case was decided by the trial court in about six
months and eventually by the Supreme Court in 2005
within five years of the incident. Similarly, the case of
Ajmal Kasab was decided by the apex court within four
years of the 26/11 terror attack. The prosecution was
serious about those cases.Is the prosecution serious about
this case? Umar and Sharjeel have been accused of grave
offences, a larger conspiracy including a terrorist act
resulting in the death of a large number of people, trying
to engineer regime change and internationalise the protest
against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act during the visit
of the US President.Surely, this was a case that should
have been decided within six months and not one where
documents were supplied to the accused after three years.
Should the accused be deprived of their personal liberty
due to a somnambulant prosecution and a meandering
case? More than 800 witnesses are yet to be examined. Is
there any hope of'the trial concluding in the near future? Is
the answer blowing in the wind?s

The Tribune Editorial: Dropping the 10-minute delivery offer is a necessary corrective, but it is not a cure.

end the 10-minute delivery offer in the
booming quick-commerce sector has been
rightly welcomed by gig workers and their
well-wishers. The Labour Ministry has
prevailed upon leading platforms to shun
the ultra-fast route, which was putting
immense pressure on delivery agents and
making them take life-threatening risks on
the roads. In recent years, the 10-minute
promise was defended as a triumph of
logistics. Major aggregators argued that
dense networks of dark stores and short
distances made rapid delivery possible
without forcing bikers to speed. However,
when incentives, ratings and penalties
decide income, workers inevitably become
desperate.The nationwide strike by gig
workers on New Year’s Eve may not have
derailed operations, but it did serve to highlight their
problems. Protesters red-flagged an unfair system that

punished delay without accounting for traffic, weather or
fatigue. Dropping the 10-minute attraction is a necessary
corrective, but it is not a cure. As even some platforms

Turmotl puts Iran at a crossroads

Calls for regime change may be premature, but change within the regime is on the cards

One proposal was to withdraw a preferential exchange
rate mechanism whereby trading guilds, the bazaaris,
receive scarce forex at highly subsidised rates,
disproportionately below the market rate. The bazaaris
are fiercely protective of this access to preferential state
funds via a controlled forex system. Pezeshkian’s
decision has divided the ruling clerical regime which is
keenly mindful of the economic influence of the

bazaaris.What started as a pressure tactic by the

bazaaris spread like wildfire, drawing in students and a
cross-section of society, where frustration and despair
are ever present, particularly among the youth.

Contributory factors are the severely depressed |

economic and employment conditions, an inflation rate
estimated to be over 45 per cent and popular frustration
with the regime’s economic mismanagement,
widespread corruption and rent-seeking.

The pattern of past protests in Iran, most recently the
2022 anti-hijab demonstrations, is that popular
discontent is initially fuelled by either a social (anti-
hijab) or economic grievance and thereafter it rapidly
transforms into a political uprising. The current
demonstrations are following a similar pattern.
However, this time around, the protests, as also the
diversity of protesters — drawn from all segments of
society — have shifted into a higher gear with an
intensity never seen before. An additional element has
been the open expression of disenchantment over the
economic costs of the regime’s interventions in
Palestine, Syria and Lebanon.

The common anti-regime slogans of “death to the
dictator” - a reference to Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei — are now being accompanied by shouts of
“Neither Gaza nor Lebanon, my life for Iran.” A new
element is the slogan “Javid Shah” (long live the Shah),

areference to Crown Prince Reza Pahlavi, who is based
in the United States. Pahlavi is seeking to take
ownership for the protests and position himself as a
viable alternative. Given Iran’s fractious polity and
Pahlavi’s own disconnect from the current generation of
Iranians, this seems to be a hard ask. The monarchy

remains a divisive issue among Iranians.

The intensity of the ongoing social turmoil and the

regime’s typically harsh response has raised valid
anxieties about the continued internal stability of one of
West Asia’s most important geo-strategic players. The
unfolding situation will be of deep concern for Iran’s
neighbours. Iran is the second largest country in West
Asia, second only to its geo-strategic and religious rival,
Saudi Arabia. Both countries contest for leadership of
the Islamic Ummah through competing Sunni and Shia
sectarian ideologies. Both sects coexist peacefully in
India, unlike almost every OIC (Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation) country.The traditionally close historical
relations between India and Iran have greatly deepened
in recent years, particularly through partnerships such
as India’s management and operation of the strategic
Chabahar Port. Membership of BRICS and the SCO

admit, most deliveries already take longer
than 10 minutes. The slogan was as much
about shaping consumer expectations as it
was about operational reality. Removing
it does little to address the vulnerabilities
of gig work: income insecurity, arbitrary
deactivations, lack of collective
bargaining and inadequate social
protection.

The Code on Social Security, which finally
recognises gig and platform workers,
offers a framework for welfare funds,
insurance and old-age support. Yet
implementation will matter more than
intent. Contributions by aggregators,
transparent pay calculations and
enforceable safety standards must be the
order of the day. India’s quick-commerce
revolution has undeniably transformed

urban life. Customers’ convenience, however, should not

come at the cost of workers’ dignity and safety.

enables both nations to broaden opportunities for
cooperation. It is generally under-appreciated that Iran
has weathered decades of financial and economic
sanctions and adroitly managed to avoid isolation.Iran
is fiercely independent and positions itself as a vital
geo-strategic actor, including in the global energy
markets. It holds the world’s fourth largest reserves of
crude oil and second largest reserves of natural gas.
Exports of Iranian light, the much-valued low sulphuric
content crude, amount to around two million barrels per
day. Thus, the protests in Iran, coupled with the
extraordinary incidents in Venezuela, have triggered an
uptick in global crude oil prices, a rise that Delhi’s
policymakers will be closely tracking ahead of the
Union Budget.

The situation in Iran remains highly fluid. As per reports,

riots and demonstrations continue to take place in major
cities, including Tehran, Isfahan and Shiraz. The state of
affairs seems to be especially critical in Iran’s provinces
bordering Iraq which have Kurds in the majority. For
now, the Islamic regime has shown no signs of disunity
and the Supreme Leader has shown no inclination to
compromise and reach out to his people. Pezeshkian
was initially conciliatory but then retreated from public
life.India has been typically cautious, issuing only a
brief travel advisory while eschewing any public
commentary. After all, there are roughly 3,000 Indian
students in Iran, including those in the religious
seminaries in Qom and Mashhad, and this caution is
warranted.On the other hand, official comments from
most Western capitals have been critical of the Iranian
authorities’ harsh response. US President Donald
Trump wavered between threatening to launch military
strikes on Iran while simultaneously claiming that he
had received messages from Iran for renewed talks.
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State Bank of India IMPS

Charges To Go Up From
February 15 -- Check Latest
Rates

New Delhi.(Agency)

India's largest public sector lender State Bank of India
(SBI) has announced revision on its Immediate
Payment Service (IMPS) charges for retail
customers. SBI's latest IPMS charges are applicable
from February 15.

The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)
offers IMPS, a real-time payment system that is
accessible around the clock and has a Rs 5 lakh
transaction limit (apart from SMS and IVR
channels). SBI IMPS transaction charges waived for
following Salary Package accounts

-- DSP, PMSP, ICGSP, CGSP, PSP and RSP including
Shaurya Family Pension Accounts.

-- CSP/SGSP/SUSP and Family Savings Account-SBI
RISHTEYIMPS, known as Immediate Payment
Service, is a popular method of transferring money. It
allows for 24x7 instant domestic funds transfer
through various channels such as mobile banking
apps, bank branches, ATMs, SMS, and IVRS.

India’s Fiscal Deficit To Be

Set At 4.2% Of GDP For
FY27: Morgan Stanley

New Delhi.(Agency)

The central government's fiscal deficit is expected to be
set at 4.2 per cent of GDP for FY27 in the upcoming
Union Budget (against the target of 4.4 per cent in
FY26) — corresponding to moderation in debt to
55.1 per cent of GDP, a Morgan Stanley report said on
Friday. The pace of consolidation will be consistent
with central government debt reduction to 55.1 per
cent of GDP from 56.1 per cent in FY26.A pickup in
nominal growth will help to lift tax buoyancy and
improve tax collections in FY2027, helping the
government to prioritise capex and social
infrastructure-related spending alongside gradual
consolidation,” the report mentioned.Focus on capex
to help create jobs, targeted social sector spending,
and a step up in structural reform momentum are
likely to be key themes, it added.The impact of the
budget on the market has been on a secular decline,
albeit actual performance is a function of pre-budget
expectations (as measured by market performance
ahead of the budget).“As of now, the market appears
to be approaching the budget with skepticism and
could be dealing with both volatility and upside risk
post-budget, ifhistory is a guide,” said the report.

For the market, the key things to watch are the extent of
fiscal consolidation, capex, and sector-level actions.
“Of particular interest will be capital market reforms to
encourage arevival in foreign portfolio flows. We are
overweight on Financials, Consumer Discretionary,

and Industrials,” the report mentioned.

Consistent with the path of continued fiscal
consolidation, “we expect net issuance of G-Secs to
remain broadly stable at Rs 11.6 trillion (FY26: Rs
11.5 trillion).”Gross issuance may pick up to Rs 15.8
trillion (FY26: INR 14.8 trillion) given the larger
amount of redemptions. Our issuance projections are
on the lower end of market expectations and could
help G-secs rally temporarily if realised, providing
an opportunity to pay rates,” said the report.

Union Budget 2026:
Strengthening India’s
fertiliser backbone for
sustainable agriculture

New Delhi.(Agency)

As the world’s second-largest fertiliser consumer and
with agriculture employing about 45% of the
workforce, fertiliser self-reliance remains a
strategic national priority. Government policy has
therefore focused on ensuring affordable and timely
availability through subsidies, alongside expanding
domestic manufacturing capacity. As India
approaches the Union Budget 2026-27, the
fertiliser sector merits focused policy attention to
strengthen soil health, ensure long-term agricultural
sustainability, and advance Atma Nirbhar Bharat
objectives.

Ensuring subsidy adequacy

In developed economies such as the US, EU and
Japan, agriculture policy has shifted away from
production-linked subsidies toward income
support, risk management, crop insurance,
environmental services and climate resilience.

In contrast, farm subsidies in India are primarily
designed to ensure food security, support farmer
incomes, and maintain the affordability of key
agricultural inputs. Fertiliser subsidy remains one of
the most critical elements, shielding farmers from
global price volatility and ensuring timely access to
nutrients at affordable prices.

Under India’s fertiliser subsidy framework, Urea is
governed by a cost-plus regime, phosphatic and
potassic (P&K) fertilisers fall under the Nutrient
Based Subsidy (NBS) mechanism. But of the nearly
72 lakh crore spent annually on fertiliser subsidies,
close to 70% is absorbed by urea, with the remainder
supporting phosphatic fertilisers.

There is a reasonable case for revisiting the subsidy
framework by gradually bringing urea under the
NBS regime, while protecting marginal farmers
through targeted direct subsidy support.The recent
surge in prices of key inputs such as sulphur and
ammonia has strained Phosphatic industry viability,
as NBS rates have not kept pace with global trends
especially for N and K nutrients. The forthcoming
Budget should therefore provide adequate, price-
aligned fertiliser subsidy allocations under NBS to
ensure uninterrupted nutrient supplies ahead of the
cropping season.To promote balanced nutrition,
there is a need to encourage innovations such as
nano and slow-release fertilisers, along with organic
and bio-fertilisers. Inclusion of such resource
efficient solutions under schemes like PM-
PRANAM, which incentivise States to adopt
integrated nutrient management by reinvesting
subsidy savings in alternative fertilisers, farmer
training and awareness, can play a pivotal role

Infosys stock: The stock

Infosys shares rally after Q3 FY26
results: Should you buy now

opened at Rs 1,670.30,

touched an intraday high of Rs

1,683.45 and a low of Rs

New Delhi.(Agency)

Shares of Infosys Ltd rose sharply on Dalal

Street on Friday after the company
announced its Q3 FY26 results. The rally
in Infosys also helped broader markets
move higher, with benchmark indices
gaining close to 1% and snapping their
recent losing streak.

Infosys share price jumped more than 5% in

Can Budget 2026 address tax,

early trade. As per exchange data, the
stock was trading around Rs 1,681.55, up
Rs 82.50 or 5.16% from its previous close
of Rs 1,599.05.The stock opened at Rs
1,670.30, touched an intraday high of Rs
1,683.45 and a low of Rs 1,654.55. The
52-week high of the stock stands at Rs
1,967.75, while the 52-week low is Rs
1,307.10.

1,654.55. The 52-week high of wHAT DROVE THE RALLY IN
the stock stands at Rs
1,967.75, while the 52-week
low is Rs 1,307.10.

INFOSYS SHARES

The main reason behind the sharp rise in

Infosys shares was its Q3 FY26
performance and the guidance upgrade
announced by the company.Infosys
reported constant currency revenue
growth of 0.6% quarter-on-quarter, which
was better than market expectations. The
company also raised its FY26 constant
currency revenue growth guidance to
3%-3.5%, up from the earlier range of
2%—3%. This came as a surprise to the
Street at a time when global tech spending
remains uneven.The company said it is
seeing steady discretionary tech spending
and better momentum in its key financial
services business. This improved outlook

STRONG DEAL

helped boost investor confidence in the
stock.

WINS SUPPORT
GROWTH VISIBILITY

Another key positive from the quarter was

—Infoss

POWEREDTEBY- INTELLECT
DRIVEN BY VALUES

strong deal activity. Infosys reported total
contract value of $4.8 billion in Q3 FY26
from 26 deals. This was a sharp jump
compared with $3.1 billion in the previous
quarter.Around 57% of these deals were
classified as net new, which means they
were fresh additions rather than
renewals.Strong deal wins are often seen
as an early sign of demand recovery, and
this played a big role in driving buying
interest in the stock. BROKERAGES

REACTPOSITIVELY

Following the Q3 results, several domestic

brokerages maintained a positive view on
Infosys, citing better revenue growth and
improved visibility.Choice Institutional
Equities said Infosys delivered a resilient
quarter despite seasonal challenges. It
highlighted the strong large-deal
momentum and said the company is
sharpening its focus on six Al value areas.

These include Al engineering, data for Al,

Al agents for operations, Al-led software
development and legacy modernisation,
Al with physical devices, and Al services.

Choice said this strategy positions Infosys

well to gain market share in Al-led
services and solutions. The brokerage
added that Infosys expects stronger
growth in FY27, led by the Energy and
Utilities vertical and a pickup in
discretionary spending in BFSI.Based on
this, Choice said it has revised its
estimates and expects revenue, EBIT and
PAT to grow at a CAGR of 10.2%, 11.8%
and 10.8%, respectively, over FY25 to
FY28E. It maintained its Buy rating with a
revised target price of Rs 1,865.

talent and

cost pressures in fourism and hospitality

New Delhi.(Agency)

As the Union Budget 2026 approaches,
voices from India’s tourism and
hospitality sectors are calling for
deeper reforms to sustain growth.
While travel demand has improved and
new destinations are emerging,
industry leaders say policy support is
now needed to tackle skill gaps, high
costs and infrastructure challenges.

From workforce training to tax relief and
easier credit, expectations from the
upcoming budget reflect the sector’s
changing needs in a more competitive
and digital-first environment.

HOTELS WANT TAX RELIEF AND
COST SUPPORT

Hotel operators say that while demand
has been strong, profitability continues
to face pressure. Rising operating costs,
staff shortages and compliance
requirements remain major hurdles.Dr
Vikram Kamat, Chairman and
Managing Director, VITSKAMATS
Group, says 2025 has been a positive
year in terms of travel and occupancy.

“Rising domestic travel,
occupancy levels,

improved

preference for branded hospitality have
supported growth,” he says.

However, he adds that the sector now
needs more focused reforms. “In the
Union Budget 2026, we expect
rationalisation of GST, incentives for
green and tech-enabled hotels, easier
access to credit for expansion, and
focused skill development,” Kamat
says. According to him, better
infrastructure and promotion of new
tourist circuits can help the industry
maintain its momentum.BOOST FOR

TIER 2AND TIER 3MARKETS

and greater Smaller cities and emerging destinations

are becoming important growth drivers

for hospitality players. Industry leaders
believe Budget 2026 can play a
role in supporting this shift. Amit
Kumar Singh, Founder and
Managing Director, OPO Hotels
and Resorts, says policy support
should focus on regional
expansion.

“We expect enhanced tax
incentives for hotel
infrastructure, especially in Tier
2 and Tier 3 markets, where

demand is rising,” he says.Singh also
calls for a reduction in GST for budget
and mid-scale hotels, which he believes
would boost domestic travel and
improve margins for smaller operators.
“Easing credit access for hotel
renovations and brownfield
conversions can accelerate organised
growth,” he adds, while stressing the
need for better connectivity and digital
tourism initiatives.

Gold, Silver Prices Expected To Remain Volatile This
Week: Gold Futures At Rs 1,42,743 Per 10 Grams

New Delhi.(Agency)

Mumbai: Gold and silver prices fell on
MCX and global markets on Friday as
the US dollar strengthened, following
weaker-than-expected weekly
jobless claims. Further, a softer tone
from US President Donald Trump on
Iran reduced safe-haven demand for
the precious metals. MCX gold
February futures dipped 0.26 per
cent to Rs 1,42,743 per 10 grams in
morning trade, while MCX silver =
March futures eased 0.94 per cent to &
Rs 2,88,824 per kg.Spot gold eased |
about 0.29 per cent to $4,602.43 an
ounce, though it remained around 2
per cent higher for the week. Spot
silver fell roughly 0.8 per cent to $91.69
an ounce after earlier touching an all-
time high of about $93.57-$93.70
during the session.

Analysts said the pullback came as the
dollar index climbed toward 99.49, its
strongest level since early December.

Market watchers said that rising
geopolitical risks stemming from
unrest in Iran and tensions involving
Venezuela and Greenland continue to
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provide demand for precious metals.
Gold and silver prices are expected to
remain volatile this week amid
volatility in the dollar index, ahead of
the US Supreme Court decision on

tariffs, they added.
The Augmont Bullion report said that

silver retreated sharply from its record

high of $93 after Trump refrained from

announcing new tariffs on critical

mineral imports. Instead, he said the US
keeps negotiations open with
foreign countries to secure
supplies and swiftly cut supply-
chain risks, while considering
import curbs only if talks fail to
yield timely results.

The report predicted that traders
can witness some profitbooking
and retracement, before prices
move higher again.

Investors are looking for cues from
the US Federal Reserve for a
potential easing amid global

uncertainty. Softer-than-expected

November producer inflation, both

headline and core, alongside mild

December consumer inflation data, has

increased hopes of the US Fed

implementing multiple rate cuts later
this year.

TCS headcount dips sharply:

Why is India's IT sector
facing a job crisis

New Delhi.(Agency)

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) reported a sharp

fall in its employee strength for the second quarter
in a row, suggesting India’s IT job market maybe
under pressure again.At the end of Q3 FY26, Tata
Consultancy Services said its total headcount
stood at 582,163, down by 11,151 employees from
593,314 at the end of the September quarter.

This comes after an even steeper decline in Q2

FY26, when TCS reduced its workforce by 19,755
employees. The company’s headcount had fallen
from 613,069 in Q1 FY26t0 593,314 in Q2.In just
two quarters, TCS has seen its workforce shrink by
more than 30,000 employees, sparking questions
over whether India’s IT sector is facing a deeper
and longer job crisis.

GLOBAL SLOWDOWN AND LOWER

ATTRITION BEHIND CUTS

Experts say the decline in TCS’s headcount reflects

a mix of global and domestic factors.Sarthak
Sharma, founder of ModxComputers, said the
reduction is the result of both temporary and
permanent changes in the industry.“Tata
Consultancy Services’ employee reduction is an
example of headcount reduction due to a
combination of factors, both temporary and
permanent,” Sharma said.He explained that over
the last 12 to 18 months, global companies,
especially in the US and Europe, have cut
technology spending due to high interest rates and
ongoing geopolitical conflicts. These regions
account for nearly 70% of India’s IT
revenue.Sharma added that spending on large
digital transformation projects, legacy system
upgrades and new technology initiatives has
dropped by 15% to 20% across sectors such as
banking and finance and retail. At the same time,
attrition in Indian IT firms has fallen sharply, from
20% to 22% in FY22 to around 11% to 13% in
FY25. “This has created a situation where the
demand for replacement hires is very low,
resulting in a natural contraction of net employee
additions,” he said.

SHIFT TOWARDS STRUCTURAL

WORKFORCEREDUCTION

According to Sharma, the change in hiring is not

limited to IT alone. “Companies are now
practising workforce reductions on a structural
basis,” he said, adding that firms are adopting a
permanent approach to reducing headcount rather
than treating it as a short-term measure.He said
companies are increasingly using automation,
new technology and vertical solutions to improve
efficiency and remove roles that are no longer
required.

Amagi Media Labs IPO: Should investors apply

Amagl Media Labs has stepped into
the IP) market, drawing attention
from investors keen on the fast-

growing connected TV and streaming

space. With positive brokerage views

and steady grey market signals, the
key question is whether the issue is

worth subscribing to.
_—

New Delhi.(Agency)

Amagi Media Labs has entered the primary

market with its initial public offering at a
time when investor interest in technology-
led businesses remains strong. The IPO
has drawn attention due to the company’s
growing role in connected TV and free ad-
supported streaming platforms. Here is a
simple and clear look at whether the issue
is worth considering.

WHAT IS THE IPOABOUT?
The Amagi Media Labs IPO is a book-built

issue worth Rs 1,788.62 crore. It includes
a fresh issue of shares worth Rs 816 crore,
while existing investors are selling shares
worth Rs 972.62 crore through an offer for

As of January 16, 2026 at 10:35

Founded in 2008 and based in

sale.The bidding opened on January 13,
2026, and will close on January 16,
2026. The allotment is expected on
January 19, with a tentative listing on
BSE and NSE on January 21.The price
band has been fixed at Rs 343 to Rs 361
per share. Retail investors need to apply
for a minimum of 41 shares,
which means an investment of
Rs 14,801 at the upper end of
the band.Grey Market Signals
and Listing Expectations

AM, Amagi Media Labs’ IPO

GMP stands at Rs 26.5. Based

on the upper price band of Rs
361, the stock may list around Rs
387.5, indicating a potential
upside of about
7.3%.UNDERSTANDING
AMAGI’S BUSINESS

Bengaluru, Amagi Media Labs
works in cloud-based broadcast
and connected TV technology. Simply
put, the company helps broadcasters and
content owners run and earn money from
ad-supported TV channels, especially on
FAST platforms such as Pluto TV,
Samsung TV Plus and Roku
Channel.Amagi offers tools for cloud

playout, content scheduling, ad insertion
and data analytics. As more viewers move
away from traditional television towards
streaming, the demand for such services
has beenrising steadily.

WHAT DO ANALYSTS SAY ABOUT

VALUATIONAND GROWTH?

Brokerages believe Amagi is entering a

stronger phase, especially after turning
profitable in the first half of FY26.

Anand Rathi believes the company is well-

placed for long-term growth, though the
valuation leaves limited room for comfort.
The brokerage said, “At the upper price
band, the company is valued at 6.7x FY25

P/S, translating into a post-issue market
capitalisation of Rs 78,098 million. It has
turned profitable in H1 FY26 and,
supported by strong operating leverage, is
well positioned to deliver full-year
profitability in FY26. Continued
investments in R&D to enhance
scalability, automation,
performance, and user experience
further reinforce its positioning as
the ‘industry cloud’ for video in
the media and entertainment
space.” Based on this, Anand
Rathi has recommended the IPO
as a “Subscribe — Long
Term”.Arihant Capital, on the
other hand, sees value mainly
from a listing perspective. It said,
“Amagi is well positioned to
benefit from the continued shift of
audiences and advertisers toward
connected TV and FAST
platforms globally. Its end-to-end,
cloud-native platform and Al-
driven capabilities are expected to support
deeper customer penetration, higher
monetisation, and sustained revenue
growth.” At the upper price band of Rs
361, Arihant Capital values the issue at 6.4
times FY25 sales and has given a
“Subscribe for Listing Gains” rating.
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‘Why Pakistan is once again sending drones into India

New Delhi.(Agency)

The UAVs heing sent
by Pakistan are not

it recovers from the Operation Sindoor
pounding it received eight months ago. Since
January 9, multiple Pakistani drones have
been spotted across Jammu and
Kashmir's border sectors, prompting
New Delhi to urge Islamabad to stop
the intrusions. However, Pakistan
seems to be undeterred as drones
were again sighted on Thursday
night. But why is Pakistan suddenly
sending these drones across the
border?Before delving into the
possible reasons, it must be noted
that the drones being sent by
Pakistan are not the kamikaze-class
ones that were deployed during the

the suicide drones

that were deployed

during the hostilities

in May last year.

These are mostly

on Army Day earlier this week.
"on notice" over the repeated drone activities,

underlining that firm responses would follow
any misadventure. The concerns have been

l.'_.L‘-;i_nlj

relayed to the chief of Pakistan's military

very high." the Army chief'said.

Pakistan's drone provocations are back, even as The Army chief asserted that Pakistan has been Since January 9, Pakistan has sent at least 10-12

drones across different sectors along the

International Border (IB) and Line of Control

(LoC). On Thursday, drones were sighted
over Poonch and in the Ramgarh sector of
Samba. Previously, Nowshera and Rajouri
sectors also witnessed drone activity,
prompting the security forces to activate
anti-unmanned aerial system (anti-UAS)
defences and open fire.

On January 9, a drone from Pakistan is
suspected to have dropped two pistols,
three magazines, 16 bullets and one
grenade in the Samba district. These were
recovered by the forces during a search
amid intensified vigil ahead of Republic
Day celebrations. A suspected Pakistani
drone was also sighted above Rajasthan's

hostilities in May last year.
m" Kamikaze-class drones, also known as
. "suicide" drones, are UAVs designed to loiter
reconnaissance-

oriented drones flying

at very low altitudes.

Anti-Terror Agency Arrests Accused
In 2021 CPI Maoist Conspiracy Case

New Delhi.(Agency)

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) on Thursday
arrested an absconding accused in a 2021 CPI (Maoist)
conspiracy case involving attempts to re-energise the
banned terrorist organisation in the Magadh Zone, the
agency said in a press release.The accused, identified as
Chandan Kumar, was arrested in Mumbai. A resident of
district Jehanabad, Bihar, he was an active member of CPI
(Maoist) and was involved in raising funds and also
encouraging old cadres to rejoin the outfit to carry out acts
of terrorism, it said.The NIA Special Court at Ranchi,
Jharkhand, had earlier declared Chandan as an absconder
and. in October 2023, issued non-bailable arrest warrants
against him.

NIA had registered the case RC-05/2021/NIA/RNC suo
moto in December 2021 against Pradyuman Sharma - a
Special Area Committee Member of CPI(Maoist), along
with Yogendra Ravidas, Nagendra Giri - an armed cadre of
CPI (Maoist), Abhinav (@ Gaurav (@ Bittu, and Dhananjay
Paswan, an arms supplier for the organisation.

As per NIA investigations, these accused had conspired
to revive the CPl (Maoist) in Magadh Zone, and, in
furtherance of the conspiracy, had raised funds for
procuring arms and ammunition and training the
organisation's cadres in the fabrication of [EDs. The funds
were raised by the accused through extortion and
collection of levy from contractors, and were laundered
through various channels, the release said.NIA
investigations had further revealed that the accused had
also planned to connect with incarcerated Naxals and Over
Ground Workers (OGWs) lodged in various jails for
commission of terrorist acts as part of their revival agenda.
Following its investigation, the agency had chargesheeted
the five accused, all members of CP1 (Maoist), and had
launched a manhunt for Chandan.

Delhi government creates over

4K healthcare posts
> .

over an area, search for a suitable target,
before carrying out the attack.

SPURT IN PAK DRONE SIGHTINGS

In fact, the drones spotted recently are mostly
small, reconnaissance-oriented units. This
was mentioned by Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi during his media briefing

Health department to hire junior and senior doctors, surgeons,
nurses and paramedical staff

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi government has approved the creation of 4,002
new posts across four government hospitals, a move which
will enable the full utilisation of recently added beds and
ease pressure on overcrowded public health facilities,
officials said on Thursday.The proposal, cleared by
Lieutenant Governor VK Saxena on the government’s
recommendation, follows the addition of 1,515 beds in
hospitals located throughout the capital.

Officials said these hospitals had expanded their
infrastructure but were struggling to function at full capacity
because staff strength had not kept pace.

The new posts include doctors, surgeons, senior residents,
specialists, nurses, nursing attendants, technicians,
paramedical staff, administrative officers, clerical workers
and security personnel.Of the total, 3,031 posts will be filled
through permanent recruitment, while 971 positions will be
outsourced.

The largest allocation, comprising 1,737 posts, has been
designated for the Sant Durbal Nath Ji Trauma Centre at
Sanjay Gandhi Memorial hospital Mangolpuri, where a
362-bed trauma block was inaugurated in September 2025.

Ambedkar Nagar Hospital will receive 666 additional
staff for 400 new beds, while Guru Gobind Singh Hospital
will be allotted 1,491 posts to support the addition of 472
beds.The staffing boost covers Guru Gobind Singh Hospital
in Raghubir Nagar, Ambedkar Nagar Hospital in
Dakshinpuri, Sant Durbal Nath Ji Trauma Centre at Sanjay
Gandhi Memorial Hospital in Mangolpuri, and Shri Dada
Dev Maitri Avum Shishu Chikitsalaya in Dwarka.Officials
said the new appointments will help reduce doctors’
workloads, improve patient care, and redirect cases from
overburdened central hospitals like GTB, Lok Nayak, and
GB Pant. The move will involve an expenditure of about Rs
408 crore, for which budgetary provision has already been
made, the officials added.Sources alleged that the previous
AAP administration failed to plan manpower alongside
infrastructure. Officials said these hospitals remained
underutilised for years despite expanded bed capacity due to
the absence of sanctioned staff.

Additionally, they highlighted concerns regarding
24 hospitals initiated during the AAP government,
citing delays, cost overruns, and corruption, with
investigations ongoing.

Big Supreme Court Sethack For Justice

operations.General Dwivedi said the drones
spotted were "very small" and "come with
their lights on". They were not flying at very
high altitudes."In the period around January
15 (Army Day) and January 26 (Republic
Day), Pakistan usually fears that India may
take some action... We have seen small drones
that came with their lights on and did not fly

mo

mo

Jaisalmer on Monday night.
WHY PAKISTAN IS SENDING DRONES
Analysts believe the spurt in drone activities by
Pakistan is mainly to probe weaknesses in
Indian defences and test India's response
times. The rugged terrain and sparse

nitoring infrastructure in forward areas

along the LoC make drones a vital element for

nitoring activities.

"Pakistan is sending Drones for 'Recognition
Operation'. Drone that Pakistan sends without
payloads is to check the response of India.
Pakistan is checking which radar system is
activated by India. Checking in which sectors
India's army movement increases,"”
geopolitical expert, Sumit Raj, tweeted.It was
also echoed by the Army chief, who suggested
that the drone incursions were an attempt by
Pakistan to check gaps in Indian defences
through which they could send terrorists.

"It's possible they wanted to see if there were
any gaps, any laxity in the Indian Army, any
gaps through which they could send
terrorists," General Dwivedi said.He asserted
that Pakistan "must have received a negative
response”. "Pakistan must have seen that as of
today, there is no such place, no such gap from
where they can send the terrorists," the Army
chief'said.

ATTEMPTTO DELIVER ARMS?

Former Jammu and Kashmir top cop, SP Vaid,
asserted that Pakistan was hell-bent on
escalating tensions. He suggested that
Pakistan might be trying to deliver arms and
drugs through the drones to revive terrorism
in the region, where local recruitment has
almost stopped.

Efforts on to increase night
shelters to protect homeless amid

Yashwant Varma Over Parliamentary Pane] severe cold: CM Rekha Gupte

New Delhi.(Agency)

In a huge setback for Allahabad High
Court judge Yashwant Varma, the
Supreme Court has dismissed his
petition challenging the Lok Sabha
Speaker's decision to
admit a motion seeking his
removal and the legality of
the parliamentary panel
probing corruption
charges against him.A
bench of Justices Dipankar
Datta and SC Sharma,
which had reserved its
decision on January 8 on
Varma's plea, pronounced
the verdict.

On December 16, the
Supreme Court decided to examine
the petition filed by Justice Varma
assailing the action of the Lok Sabha
Speaker to "unilaterally" constitute a
committee under the Judges (Inquiry)
Act to investigate him. Justice

Varma, represented by senior
advocate Mukul Rohatgi, had said
the constitution of the committee
under Section 3(2) of the 1968 Act
violated both his right to be treated

and protected equally by the law. He
argued that though notices of motion
for removal were given in both
Houses of Parliament on the same
day, the Speaker constituted the
committee unilaterally.

A huge controversy broke out on
March 15 last year after firefighters
called to Justice Varma's bungalow in
Delhi discovered piles of money that
had been burnt by a fire. This raised
questions about corruption in the
highest levels of the judicial
system in the country.

While Justice Varma denied any
link to the cash and called the
allegations against him
"preposterous”, the top court set
up an in-house panel that
recommended his
impeachment. The panel's report
was forwarded to President
Droupadi Murmu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi - by

then Chief Justice of India Sanjiv

Khanna - with the same

recommendation. Following this,

Justice Varma wrote a petition

challenging the top court panel's

recommendation to remove him.

Jamia to boost campus mental health
support via professional counsellors

New Delhi.(Agency)

Jamia Millia Islamia’s Mental Health
and Wellness Cell (MHWC),
inaugurated a year ago, will soon be
strengthened with professional
counsellors for students, faculty
and staff following the signing of
a MoU with the Society for
Promotion of Youth and Masses &
(SPYM). The MoU was signed &
on Thursday by Prof. Md Mahtab &%
Alam Rizvi, Registrar, IMI, and SUS8
Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Executive
Director, SPYM.The
collaboration aims to expand
mental health services on
campus, catering to nearly

pursuance of the Supreme Court
guidelines issued in the Sukhdeb Saha
case on July 25, 2025, highlighting the
importance of mental

health in
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29,000 regular students, in addition to €ducationalinstitutions.

faculty and staff. The university also has

The Cell implements the Students’

around 23,000 distance education Mental Health and Wellness Policy,
students and nearly 7,000 school 2025, ensures compliance 1“"'”1
students.The MHWC was established in directives from the Supreme Court,

University Grants Commission, and
Ministry of Education, and coordinates
mental health initiatives across
departments. It also engages with
governmem and I]Dn—gOVEl’]'II'llCl’lt
mental health programmes,
maintains records with the Internal
Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC), and
prepares a annual calendar of

.. activities.

d  Chairperson Prof. Zubair Meenai

said the MoU marks a significant
step forward. “Earlier, faculty
members acted as counsellors within
a small cell. With this collaboration,
SPYM will provide trained
counsellors and support gradually
extended to teachers and staff.” he said.

The MoU will remain valid for five
years and may be extended after review,
unless modified or terminated by either
party.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Days after Delhi High Court directed authorities
to ensure that adequate facilities are provided in
night shelters to protect its occupants from the cold,
the Delhi government has intensified efforts in
expanding night shelter facilities and stepping up
rescue operations around major hospitals.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta said special focus
has been placed on areas surrounding AIIMS’
Safdarjung and G B Pant Hospital, where a large
number of destitute people are often found sleeping
in the open. The Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement
Board (DUSIB), along with shelter management
agencies, is conducting regular night drives to look
for the homeless and move them to shelters. Night
shelters are providing essential facilities free of
cost, including bedding, three meals a day,
sanitation and safe drinking water.

The chief minister stated that under the Winter
Action Plan 2025-26, around 250 temporary
‘pagoda’ night shelters have been established in
sensitive and high-footfall areas across the capital
to protect from the cold. In addition, DUSIB is
operating 197 permanent night shelters across
Delhi on a 24x7 basis, all equipped with basic
amenities.

She further informed that, besides the existing 32
pagoda night shelters with a capacity of 320 beds in
the AIIMS-Safdarjung area, three additional
pagoda shelters have been set up, taking the total
capacity in the area to 350 beds.

Considering the higher concentration of
homeless people around AIIMS and Safdarjung
hospitals, temporary shelter arrangements have
also been made in subway areas.

Blankets and bedding are being provided
immediately to those in need. Under a special drive,
around 75 homeless persons were rescued from the
AlIMS-Safdarjung area and shifted to safe
locations, after which the area was cleared of
people sleeping in the open.

Gupta also said that eight temporary ‘pagoda’
night shelters have been established around GB
Pant hospital, providing accommodation for 80
people. Agencies operating the night shelters are
conducting regular inspections every night
between 10 pm and 4 am to ensure that homeless
persons in open and unsafe locations are promptly
brought to shelters.

A central control room is functioning round the
clock to coordinate these efforts.The CM
emphasised that the Delhi government’s efforts are
not limited to providing shelter alone, and that a
city-wide alert and rescue mechanism has been
activated.

13 E-Commerce Sites Fined Rs 10 Lakh
Each For Illegal Walkie-Talkie Sales

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Central Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) has initiated suo motu
action against e-commerce platforms for
listing and selling unauthorised walkie-
talkies in violation of the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019 and telecom laws,
issuing final orders against eight entities
and imposing penalties totalling Rs 44
lakh.

Notices were issued to 13 e-commerce
entities -- Chimiya, JioMart, Talk Pro,
Meesho, MaskMan Toys, Tradelndia,
Antriksh Technologies, Vardaanmart,
IndiaMart, Meta Platforms Inc.
(Facebook Marketplace), Flipkart,
Krishna Mart, and Amazon, following
the identification of over 16,970 non-
compliant product listings across
platforms.

The CCPA found that platforms were
facilitating the sale of Personal Mobile

Radios (PMRs) operating outside the
license-exempt frequency band, without
Equipment Type Approval (ETA)
certification or proper disclosure of
licensing requirements.Penalties of Rs 10
lakh and Rs 1 lakh imposed. The
authority imposed penalties of Rs 10
lakh each on Meesho, Meta
Platforms Inc. (Facebook
Marketplace), Flipkart, and Amazon,
and Rs 1 lakh each on Chimiya,
JioMart, Talk Pro, and MaskMan
Toys for violations of consumer
rights, misleading advertisements,
and unfair trade practices, Consumer
Affairs Secretary Nidhi Khare told
PTL

Meesho, Meta, Chimiya, JioMart, and
Talk Pro have paid their penalties.
Payment from the remaining platforms is
awaited, she added.Under existing
regulations, license exemption applies

only to PMRs operating strictly in the
446.0-446.2 MHz band. Rule 5 of the Use
of Low Power and Very Low Power Short
Range Radio Frequency Devices Rules,
2018, mandates that manufacturers and

sellers must obtain ETA before import,
sale, or operation of such devices.

Major violations uncovered On
Flipkart, 65,931 units were sold where
the frequency range was either left blank

or fell outside the exempted range.
Another 42,275 units were sold with the
correct frequency disclosed. Amazon
saw 2.602 units sold between January
2023 and May 2025, with 467 product
listings lacking proper frequency or
certification details.

Meesho recorded sales of 2,209 units

by a single seller alone, with numerous
listings failing to disclose ETA
certification or frequency
specifications. JioMart sold 58 units
over two years without clear licensing
requirement disclosures, while
Facebook Marketplace had 710
listings delisted following CCPA
intervention.
In the case of Facebook Marketplace,
the CCPA found walkie-talkies were
listed without disclosure of licensing
requirements, frequency specifications,
or ETA/WPC certification.
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Social media platforms
removed 4.7 million
accounts after Australia
hanned them for children

World. (Agency)

Social media companies have revoked access to about
4.7 million accounts identified as belonging to
children in Australia since the country banned use of
the platforms by those under 16, officials said.

"We stared down everybody who said it couldn't be
done, some of the most powerful and rich companies
in the world and their supporters," communications
minister Anika Wells told reporters on Friday. "Now
Australian parents can be confident that their kids can
have their childhoods back."The figures, reported to
Australia's government by 10 social media platforms,
were the first to show the scale of the landmark ban
since it was enacted in December over fears about the
effects of harmful online environments on young
people. The law provoked fraught debates in
Australia about technology use, privacy, child safety
and mental health and has prompted other countries to
consider similar measures.

Officials said the figure was encouraging

Under Australian law, Facebook, Instagram, Kick,
Reddit, Snapchat, Threads, TikTok, X, YouTube and
Twitch face fines of up to 49.5 million Australian
dollars ($33.2 million) if they fail to take reasonable
steps to remove the accounts of Australian children
younger than 16. Messaging services such as
WhatsApp and Facebook Messenger are exempt.

To verify age, platforms can either request copies of
identification documents, use a third party to apply
age estimation technology to an account holder's face,
or make inferences from data already available such
has how long an account has been held.About 2.5
million Australians are aged between 8 and 15, said
the country's eSafety Commissioner Julie Inman
Grant, and past estimates suggested 84% of 8- to 12-
year-olds held social media accounts. It was not
known how many accounts were held across the 10
platforms but Inman Grant said the figure of 4.7
million "deactivated or restricted" was encouraging.

UN Charter not d la carte
menu, erosion of
international law unfolding
in 4K: Guterres

UNITED NATIONS. (Agency)

Asserting that the UN Charter is not "a la carte menu",
UN chief denounced nations for brazenly violating
international law, saying when leaders "pick and
choose" which rules to follow, they undermine
global order and set a "perilous" precedent.

As Guterres enters the final year of his tenure as UN
Secretary General, he told the 193-member General
Assembly on Thursday that he will make every day
of 2026 count and remains fully committed and
determined to keep working, fighting, and pushing
for a better world. Against the backdrop of the recent
US military action in Venezuela, the 2022 Russian
invasion of Ukraine as well as other geo-political
challenges, Guterres said the world is brimming with
conflict, impunity, inequality and unpredictability.

"A world marked by self-defeating geopolitical
divides...brazen violations of international law...and
wholesale cuts in development and humanitarian aid.
These forces and more are shaking the foundations
of global cooperation and testing the resilience of
multilateralism itself," he said.

"That is the paradox of our era: at a time when we need
international cooperation the most, we seem to be the
least inclined to use it and invest in it. Some seek to
put international cooperation on deathwatch. I can
assure you: we will not give up," the UN chief'said.

Middle East allies in blitz of
diplomacy urged Trump to
hold off on Iran strikes

London. (Agency)

Several Middle Eastern allies of the United States have
urged the Trump administration to hold off on strikes
against Iran for the government's deadly crackdown
on protesters, according to an Arab diplomat familiar
with the matter.Top officials from Egypt, Oman,
Saudi Arabia and Qatar have raised concerns in the
last 48 hours that a U.S. military intervention would
shake the global economy and destabilize an already
volatile region, said the diplomat who spoke on
condition of anonymity to describe the sensitive
conversations.

Oil prices fell on Thursday as the markets appeared to
take note of President Donald Trump's shifting tone
as a sign that he's leaning away from attacking Iran
after days of launching blistering threats at Tehran for
its brutal crackdown.Nevertheless, White House
press secretary Karoline Leavitt on Thursday
maintained that "all options remain on the table" for
Trump as he deals with Iran."The truth is only
President Trump knows what he's going to do and a
very, very small team of advisers are read into his
thinking on that," Leavitt said. She added, "He
continues to closely monitor the situation on the
ground in Iran."The nationwide protests challenging
Iran's theocracy appeared increasingly smothered
Thursday, a week after authorities shut the country off
from the world and escalated a bloody crackdown that
activists say has killed at least 2,637 people.The
delicate diplomacy from Arab officials comes during
aperiod of rhetorical whiplash from Trump.

Trump, in a matter of a day, went from offering
assurances to [ranian citizens that "help is on its way"
and urging them to take over their country's
institutions to abruptly declaring on Wednesday that
he had received information from "very important
sources on the other side" that Iran had stopped
killing protesters and was not going forward with
executions.The Arab officials also urged senior
Iranian officials to quickly end the violent repression
of protesters. They warned that any Iranian response
to a U.S. action against the U.S. or other targets in the
region would have significant repercussions for Iran,
the diplomat said.
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Trump took Machado's medal, but can
Nobel Peace Prize be transferred

World. (Agency)

“Wonderful gesture,” said US President

Donald Trump with a cheek-to-cheek
smile as he posed with a Nobel Peace Prize
after Venezuela’s Opposition leader Maria
Corina Machado handed her medal to him
at the White House. Trump’s smile was
telling. The honour has long been his
heart’s desire, and he has never shied away
from openly pitching, almost begging, for
it.Machado not only presented the medal to
Trump, she left it at the White House, and
Trump accepted it openly, calling it a
“gesture of mutual respect.”This marked
the first time in history that a Nobel Peace
Prize laureate voluntarily handed over the
medal. But can such an award actually be
transferred? The Norwegian Nobel
Institute had already addressed the issue
days before Machado’s White House
visit.On Sunday, the institute reiterated
that the Nobel Peace Prize cannot be
transferred, shared, or revoked, following
remarks by the Venezuelan opposition
leader suggesting she might give her 2025

award to Trump.n a statement, the
institute said the decision to award a Nobel
Prize is final and permanent, citing the
statutes of the Nobel Foundation, which do
not allow appeals. It also noted that Nobel
Committees do not comment on the actions
or statements of laureates after receiving
the award, underscoring that “once a Nobel

'~

Prize is announced, it cannot be revoked,
shared or transferred to others."Once a
Nobel Prize is announced, it cannot be
revoked, shared or transferred to others.
The decision is final and stands for all
time,” the Norwegian Nobel Committee
and the Norwegian Nobel Institute said.

PRIZE TO TRUMP?

Nobel Peace Prize, regarded as the most
prestigious of all Nobel prizes, which
are given to those who have "conferred
the greatest benefit to mankind", was
presented to Machado this year.
However, she later announced that she
would be presenting it to Trump after he
captured the country's President Nicolas
Maduro.

Machado later said the gift was in
recognition of what she called his
commitment to the freedom of the
Venezuelan people.

"I presented the president of the United
States the medal, the Nobel Peace
Prize," Machado told reporters after
leaving the White House. She said she

had done so "as arecognition for his unique
commitment with our freedom."In a social
media post on Thursday evening, Trump
wrote: "Maria presented me with her Nobel
Peace Prize for the work I have done. Such
a wonderful gesture of mutual respect.

WHY MACHADO GAVE HER PEACE

Thank you Maria!"

China's Xi Jinping and Canada's Mark
Carney seek new chapter in relations

BEIJING. (Agency)

Faced with new global challenges, the
leaders of China and Canada pledged
Friday to improve relations between
their two nations after years of
acrimony.Xi Jinping told visiting
Prime Minister Mark Carney that he is
willing to continue working to
improve ties, noting that talks have
been underway on restoring and
restarting cooperation since the two
held an initial meeting in October on
the sidelines of a regional economic
conference in South Korea."It can be
said that our meeting last year opened
a new chapter in turning
China—Canada relations toward
improvement," China's top leader said.

Carney, the first Canadian prime
minister to visit China in eight years,
said better relations would help
improve a global governance system
that he described as "under great
strain."He called for a new
relationship "adapted to new global

realities" and cooperation in
agriculture, energy and finance.Those
new realities reflect in large part the

so-called America-first approach of
US President Donald Trump. The
tariffs he has imposed have hit both the
Canadian and Chinese economies.
Carney, who has met with several
leading Chinese companies in Beijing,
said ahead of his trip that his
government is focused on building an

economy less reliant on the US at what
he called "a time of global trade
disruption."No announcement was
made on tariffs between China
and Canada, which is a sticking
point in the relationship.Canada
followed the US in putting tariffs
of 100% on EVs from China and
25% on steel and aluminum under
former Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, Carney's
predecessor.China responded by
imposing duties of 100% on
Canadian canola oil and meal and
25% on pork and seafood. Itadded
a 75.8% tariff on canola seeds last
August. Collectively, the import
taxes effectively closed the
Chinese market to Canadian canola, an
industry group has said.China is
hoping Trump's pressure tactics on
allies such as Canada will drive them
to pursue a foreign policy that is less
aligned with the United States. The US
president has suggested Canada could
become America's 51st state.

US strikes deal with Taiwan to
cut tariffs, boost chip investment

BANGKOK. (Agency)
Taiwan vowed Friday to remain the
world's "most important" Al
chipmaker, after reaching a trade deal
with the United States that will reduce
tariffs on the island's shipments and
increase Taiwanese investment on US
soil.Taiwan is a powerhouse in
producing chips -- a critical
component in the global economy --
but the United States wants more of the
technology made there. The agreement
"will drive a massive reshoring of
America's semiconductor sector," the
US Commerce Department
said.Under the deal, Washington will
lower tariffs on Taiwanese goods to 15
percent, down from a 20 percent
"reciprocal" rate meant to address US
trade deficits and practices it deems
unfair. Taiwanese Premir Cho Jung-tai
praised negotiators Friday for
"delivering a well-executed home run"

following months of talks."These
results underscore that the progress
achieved so far has been hard-won,"
Cho said.Taiwan's dominance of the
chip industry has long been seen as a
"silicon shield" protecting it from an
invasion or blockade by China --
which claims the island is part of its
sovereign territory -- and an incentive
for the United States to defend it.But
the threat of a Chinese attack has
fuelled concerns about potential
disruptions to global supply chains,
increasing pressure for more chip
production beyond Taiwan's
shores."Based on current planning,
Taiwan will still remain the world's
most important producer of Al
semiconductors, not only for
Taiwanese companies, but globally,"
Taiwanese Economic Affairs Minister
Kung Ming-hsin assured reporters on
Friday.Production capacity for the

advanced chips that power artificial
intelligence systems will be split about
85-15 between Taiwan and the United
States by 2030 and 80-20 by 2036, he
projected.

New, direct investments'

The deal will need to be approved by
Taiwan's opposition-controlled
parliament where lawmakers have
expressed concern about the potential
for Taiwan to lose its chip dominance.

Sector-specific tariffs on Taiwanese auto
parts, timber, lumber and wood
products will also be capped at 15
percent, while generic
pharmaceuticals and certain natural
resources will face no "reciprocal"
duties, the US Commerce Department
said.Meanwhile, Taiwanese chip and
tech businesses are set to make "new,
direct investments totalling at least
$250 billion" in the United States to
build and expand capacity .

Pak security forces kill 13
terrorists in overnight raids in

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

World. (Agency)

Pakistan’s security forces said they struck twice during
the night in the country’s restive northwest, killing 13
terrorists in separate intelligence-led operations as
Islamabad presses. In a statement issued on Thursday,
the military’s media wing, the Inter-Services Public
Relations, said the operations were carried out in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa during the intervening night of
January 13 and 14, according to anews agency PTI.

“Thirteen khawarij belonging to Fitna Al Khawarij
were killed in two separate engagements in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,” the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said, using the term employed by
Pakistani authorities for militants of the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan.

SECOND OPERATION IN KURRAM DISTRICT

According to the statement, eight terrorists were killed
in an intelligence-based operation in the Bannu
district after security forces acted on reports of their
presence. In a second operation in the Kurram district,
five more terrorists were “neutralised.”Sanitisation
operations are being conducted to eliminate any other
terrorist found in the area,” the ISPR said.The latest
actions follow another operation earlier this week in
Balochistan’s Kalat district, where four militants were

killed, underscoring the scale of Pakistan’s ongoing
counterterror campaign.

Despite sustained military pressure, terrorist violence
has surged. A recent report by the Pak Institute for
Peace Studies found that terrorist attacks in Pakistan
rose 34 percent in 2025, while terrorism-related
fatalities increased by 21 percent compared with the
previous year.At a press conference last week, ISPR
Director General Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry said

Replacing medicines, India giving Pak a
bitter pill to swallow in Afghanistan

World. (Agency)

An Afghan blogger, who goes by the name

Fazal Afghan on X, wrote about his
experience of purchasing some medicines
in Afghanistan. He wrote that while he was
trying to buy Parol, a brand of paracetamol
common in Pakistan and Turkey, he was
informed by the pharmacist he could get
similar tablets from an Indian
pharmaceutical company that would be at
least four times cheaper.

He asked for the Turkish-made paracetamol

because he trusted its quality. "...It costs 40
Afghanis for a pack of 10 tablets. Then he
(the shopkeeper) showed me another
option, paracetamol made in India. It was
the same quantity, but only 10 Afghanis. He
also told me that Indian medicines give
better results than the others they sell,"
Fazal wrote.Enticed by the price, he
immediately purchased the Indian tablets,
and wrote it cleared up his headache
quickly. He then went on to say, "Indian
medicines are gradually replacing

Pakistani ones in Afghanistan."Pakistan's
share is the Afghan pharmaceutical market
has shrunk after a series of clashes between
the two countries. While the market share
was dropping since 2024, after the recent
clashes in October-November 2025,

Afghanistan's Deputy Prime Minister

Abdul Ghani Baradar declared an

immediate ban on Pakistani medicines

citing their poor quality, and urged traders

to look for alternatives from India, Iran

and Central Asia.At the same time, Indian

pharmaceutical exports to Afghanistan

increased rapidly — New Delhi sent

medicines worth $108 million to Kabul in

FY 2024-25, with reports indicating

exports worth $100 million in the rest of

2025.

WHY DID AFGHANISTAN DROP

PAKISTANIPHARMACEUTICALS?

Given Afghanistan's geographic location as a

landlocked country, and its fragile
domestic healthcare industry, the nation
has been historically dependent on

Pakistan for even the most basic of medical

supplies.Before November 2025, Pakistan

was Afghanistan's dominant supplier of

medicines, benefiting from geographic

proximity and low-cost land routes via
fdi’-‘ﬁ‘;“*“!

Hemat Pharmacy [

Torkham and Chaman.It must be noted that

Afghanistan has very little domestic
production of pharmaceuticals, and
imports 85-96% of its
medicines.According to UN COMTRADE
data via Trading Economics, Pakistan
exported $186.69 million worth of
pharmaceuticals to Afghanistan in

2024.Business Recorder estimated 2023
exports at $112.8 million. According to
Noorullah Noori, the Taliban's director
general for administrative affairs, over 70%
of the medicines used in Afghanistan came
from Pakistan prior to November
2025.This dependence, which dated back
decades, intensified post-2001 due to
Afghanistan's war-damaged infrastructure
and lack of quality controls and labs,
making Pakistani imports the most
practical and cost-effective option.
Despite this heavy dependence, following
repeated border clashes, the Torkham and
Chaman border crossings were closed to
Afghan traders last year while
Afghanistan's Taliban leadership slapped
an outright ban on Pakistani drugs.This led
to severe shortages of medicines in the
country, with a Deutsche Welle (DW) report
noting shortages of antibiotics, insulin and
heart medications, with pharmacists
charging exorbitant prices or selling
counterfeit counterparts.
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Bangladesh cricketers to end
boycott if ex-director issues
public apology: Report

New Delhi. (Agency)
Bangladesh’s professional cricketers have
reportedly drawn a firm line in their ongoing
boycott, insisting they will only return to
competitive action if former chairman
Nazmul Islam issues a public apology for
comments he previously made about players.
According to a report by ESPNcricinfo, the
players released a statement on Thursday,
January 15, escalating tensions with the
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB). The
dispute has already begun to impact domestic
cricket, with several matches in both the
Bangladesh Premier League and the Dhaka
Premier League being called off.While the
BCB has removed Islam from his role as
chairman, the cricketers are demanding
further action, calling for him to be stripped
of his position as a board director as well. The
ESPNcricinfo report adds that Islam had been
prepared to apologise only in a closed-door
meeting, a stance that failed to satisfy the
players and deepened the standoff.The
boycott is being led by Mohammad Mithun,
who heads the Cricketers” Welfare
Association of Bangladesh (CWAB). The
issue remains a key point of friction between
the players’ body and the board as talks
continue behind the scenes.Following
discussions with the BCB, CWAB issued a
press release stating that the cricketers are
prepared to resume participation in BPL
matches scheduled for Friday, provided a

public apology is made. The association also
said it was willing to allow the board time to
follow due process regarding Islam’s
removal as a directorWe welcome the
decision to remove BCB director M Nazmul
Islam from the board's finance committee,"
the CWAB said. "Since he has been given a
showcause notice and since the BCB has
asked for time due to procedural reasons
regarding his directorship, we want to give
him that time. However, we hope that the
process will continue.

Roger Federer returns to
Australian Open, beats
World No. 12 in tie-breaker

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Roger Federer delighted fans on Friday at the
2026 Australian Open with a spirited
practice session against Casper Ruud on the
famed Rod Laver Arena. The Swiss legend -
making a highly anticipated return to
Melbourne Park for the first time since his
retirement in 2022 - took part in a practice
tie-break scenario with the Norwegian
three-time Grand Slam finalist, giving fans
a rare opportunity to see one of the sport's
greatest in action once again.Although the
session was not part of the competitive
tournament, its energy was unmistakable,
with spectators filling the arena early and in
large numbers to witness Federer's graceful
footwork and immaculate shot-making.
Those trademark one-handed backhand

returns must have brought memories
flooding back for many in attendance.

Federer struck a sublime backhand down-the-
line return, much to the delight of the
packed Rod Laver Arena. The Swiss great
acknowledged the crowd’s affection after
the shot, offering a wry smile and a wave in
response.

Federer's presence in Melbourne this year
comes as part of an exhibition event
scheduled for Saturday, January 17, the
night before the main draw gets under way.
Organisers have built a special Opening
Ceremony around his return, which will see
Federer share the court with fellow legends
- including Andre Agassi, Lleyton Hewitt
and Pat Rafter - in a celebration match
honouring his legacy and the sport's
enduring appeal. At 44, Federer continues to
captivate audiences, and his practice hit
with Ruud reflected his enduring
connection to tennis, even in a more relaxed
setting.

One year on, Aryna Sabalenka seeks to
heal old wounds at the Australian Open

Australian Open 2026: Aryna Sabalenka
suffered a shock defeat to Madison Keys in
last year's Australian Open final, and the
world No. 1 will be eager to reassert her
dominance when this year's hard-court
showpiece unfolds in Melbourne.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Last year in Melbourne was nothing short of

shocking for Aryna Sabalenka. The
Australian Open final against Madison Keys
left fans stunned and wondering what went
wrong. Until that day, Sabalenka had been
untouchable — she had won 17 consecutive
sets at Melbourne Park and 28 of her last 29
hard-court Slam matches since the start of
2023. The numbers screamed dominance, a
force seemingly unstoppable on the hard
courts.Yet, on that fateful day, even the
world’s best was brought crashing down.
The heartbreak lingered, a reminder that in
tennis, nothing is guaranteed, no matter how
commanding the form.Now, it’s 2026, and
the stage is set again at Melbourne Park.

Sabalenka begins her campaign against
France’s Tiantsoa Rakotomanga Rajaonah,
but this time the narrative is different. The
mission is no longer just to compete —it’s to
reclaim her crown, to erase the ghosts of last
year, and to remind the world who truly rules
the hard courts. Melbourne is ready for her
comeback, and so is she.
SABALENKASTARTS 2026 INSTYLE
Sabalenka couldn’t have asked for a better
start to 2026. After a disappointing end to
2025, where she fell to Elena Rybakina in the
WTA Finals, the world No. 1 has roared back
into form by claiming the Brisbane
International in commanding fashion.

The Belarusian top seed defended her WTA

500 crown with authority, defeating
Ukraine’s Marta Kostyuk 6-4, 6-3 in the final
at Pat Rafter Arena to complete a flawless
week without dropping a single set.

The triumph marked her second consecutive

Brisbane title and the 22nd singles trophy of
her career, moving her past Victoria
Azarenka into third place among active
players — a clear reflection of her growing
dominance on the tour.More than just the
silverware, Sabalenka’s run in Brisbane
carried deeper significance. She produced a

statement straight-sets win over Madison
Keys, the 2025 Australian Open champion,
in a rematch of last year’s Melbourne
heartbreak, showing she has well and truly
putthose scars behind her.

SABALENKA
CHALLENGE
Reclaiming her throne at Melbourne Park will
not come easy, but Sabalenka appears ready
for the challenge. The world No.1 has been
handed a promising yet intriguing draw at the

FACES TOUGH

2026 Australian Open as she sets out to
regain a title she has already lifted twice on
the sport’s biggest hard-court
stage.Sabalenka begins her campaign
against French wildcard Rajaonah, a
match she enters as the clear favourite but
one that could set the tone for her title push.
A likely third-round clash with 28th seed
Emma Raducanu looms as an early
examination, offering a stern test against
another powerful hitter capable of
unsettling rhythms.Beyond that, the
Belarusian’s quarter looks manageable on
paper. Seventh seed Jasmine Paolini and
14th seed Clara Tauson present potential
hurdles in the middle rounds, yet neither
boasts Sabalenka’s Slam pedigree or
recent form. Forecast models back her to
progress smoothly through the opening
week, reflecting both her top-seed status and
her dominant showing in Brisbane.

However, the real battles may await later. With

stars like Coco Gauff and Iga witek
positioned deeper in the draw, a blockbuster
semifinal could be on the horizon. Armed
with confidence, power, and belief,
Sabalenka arrives in Melbourne ready to
chase redemption and legacy.

Vaibhav Suryavanshi's U19 run could hurt him:
Ex-India cricketer makes bold statement

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

A debate has emerged around the future
pathway of teenage batting prodigy
Vaibhav Suryavanshi, after former India
cricketer WV Raman questioned whether
playing Under-19 cricket would

benefit the youngster at this stage of T W

his career.

Raman shared his view on
media, suggesting that while
Suryavanshi may dominate at the
junior level, the experience could
ultimately slow his long-term
development given how far he has
already progressed.“This could be an
unpopular opinion. #Suryavanshi
has performed extremely well in the
A series and the IPL. Making him
play at the U-19 level is likely to be
detrimental to his growth. He may
win matches no doubt, but it should
always be about the big picture!” Raman
wrote.A rare case outside the conventional
pathway

The comments come as the ICC Under-19
World Cup begins, with Australia entering
the competition as defending champions.
India, five-time winners of the tournament,
are once again among the title contenders,

social

with Suryavanshi expected to play a central
role in their campaign.At just 14,
Suryavanshi’s rise has been anything but
typical. He has already featured in India A
matches and made a strong impression in
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the Indian Premier League, achievements
rarely seen at such a young age. Picked up
by the Rajasthan Royals at 13, he went on to
score 252 runs in his debut IPL season at a
strike rate above 200, including a record-
breaking century that highlighted his
explosive potential. His dominance has
extended to age-group cricket as well.
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During the Under-19 Asia Cup,

Suryavanshi struck 171 against the UAE

and followed it up with a century against

South Africa Under-19. He also scored a

rapid 96 in a warm-up match ahead of the
World Cup, reinforcing his
reputation as one of the most
destructive young batters in the
game.

Selectors have backed his inclusion
at the Under-19 level, pointing to
the value of structured
competition, leadership
responsibility, and exposure to
high-pressure tournaments.
However, Raman’s comments
have reopened a broader
discussion about whether players
with exceptional early success
should follow customised
development paths rather than
traditional age-group progression.

As Australia defends their title and India
begins another Under-19 World Cup
campaign, Suryavanshi’s performances
will be closely monitored, not only for their
impact on results, but for what they reveal
about how Indian cricket balances
immediate success with long-term vision.

Harleen Deol makes her bat do the talking,
bounces back from batter's worst nightmare

New Delhi. (Agency)

Few moments in sport cut deeper than
being publicly told you are not good
enough in that instant. For a batter, it is
the ultimate humiliation. Not being
dismissed by the opposition, but by your
own team’s decision. Harleen Deol
experienced that nightmare earlier this |
week when she was asked to retire herself
out for a poor strike rate during a
Women’s Premier League 2026 clash
between the UP Warriorz and the Delhi
Capitals in Navi Mumbai.What made the
decision sting even more was the context.
Deol was just three runs short of a half-
century. That milestone, however, mattered
little to a management group led by
Abhishek Nayar, who chose to pull the plug
in search of quicker runs. The call backfired
spectacularly. The Warriorz’s gamble
collapsed, leaving the franchise red-faced
and Deol carrying the emotional weight of a
decision that would have unsettled even the

strongest minds.When trust is questioned,
confidence is testedThere is a clear
difference between tactical substitution and
public doubt. It is one thing when a lower-
order batter is sacrificed for momentum. It
is another when a specialist batter, whose
role is to score runs and anchor chases, is
asked to walk back. The feeling is
comparable to a footballer being brought
on as a substitute only to be withdrawn
again. Rare, brutal, and unforgettable. What

followed could have gone in two
directions. Deol could have retreated into
her shell, burdened by embarrassment and
second-guessing every movement at the
crease. Or she could respond with clarity,
composure, and conviction. She chose the
latter.

That response came swiftly and
emphatically, against the Mumbai Indians.
Harleen has long been known for her
vibrant personality off the field, her energy
and expressiveness often as visible as her

strokeplay. This time, however, there was
no outward show. No extra celebration. No
statement beyond the scoreboard. She let
the bat do the talking.Chasing a demanding
target, Deol produced an innings that
shifted the narrative entirely. She
dismantled the bowling with a fluent and

fearless knock of 64 off 39 balls, striking 12

boundaries and guiding the Warriorz home

with authority. This time, there was no
debate. No questioning of intent.

India wants the Olympics,
but is it truly ready to
host the world

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Delhi in January is not a new puzzle. Everyone
who has lived through winter in the capital
knows what comes with it: the dry throat, the
scratchy cough, the morning haze that doesn’t
lift, the air that feels heavier than it should. That
familiarity is precisely why the India Open’s
2026 flashpoint landed like an accusation, not
merely about badminton, but about the way
Indian sport keeps mistaking inevitability for
planning.On January 15, after a three-game
win over HS Prannoy, Singapore’s former
world champion, Loh Kean Yew, walked into
the media area at the Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium and said what visiting athletes often
think but don’t always state so plainly. Asked if
conditions were an issue, he didn’t hedge.

“Yeah, of course. Anyone would. I am surprised
you guys (reporters) are okay,” he said, before
adding a line that travelled far beyond the
mixed zone: “I breathe less (laughs). No, I
mean | just wear my mask when I can. Other
than that, I try to stay indoors as much as
possible. But, there’s only that much that I can
do.”Even in a sport that trains players to keep
emotion off their faces, Loh kept returning to
the same point.How did the body feel at the

start of the season?“It was good in Malaysia
until I came here The weather Is not so
good.”The subtext did not need decoding. You
can train for endurance, manage recovery and
fine-tune diet, but you cannot condition your
lungs to treat hazardous air as a neutral
variable.For medical experts, the concern is
straightforward. Dr. Lancelot Pinto, consultant
pulmonologist and epidemiologist at P. D.
Hinduja Hospital & Medical Research Centre
in Mumbai, says it is fundamentally unfair to
ask athletes to compete in high-intensity sport
under such conditions.“Intense sports require
one to breathe deeply and often cause athletes
to hyperventilate,” Dr. Pinto said“Both these
acts are likely to result in a significant exposure
to contaminants in the air, and can have both
short- and long-term effects. Elite athletes
spend a lot of effort in preserving their health,
and it is unfair to expose them to unwarranted
risks such as hazardous air quality.”

Royal Challengers Bengaluru look to stay
perfect against in-form Gujarat Giants

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Royal Challengers Bengaluru will look to

extend their perfect start to the Women’s
Premier League 2026 when they take on
Gujarat Giants in Navi Mumbai on Friday,
January 16.RCB come into the contest with
two wins from two matches and a chance to
make it three on the bounce to open their
league campaign. Gujarat, meanwhile, also
have two victories but have played one extra
game, with a recent defeat exposing a few
areas they will be keen to address. With both
sides sitting near the top of the table, the clash
shapes up as a key early-season test.RCB’s
success so far has been built around strong
starts and controlled execution. Their top
order has done most of the heavy lifting, with
Smriti Mandhana and Grace Harris setting
the tone, while Nadine de Klerk has shown
her ability to finish games under pressure. As
a result, the middle order remains largely
untested, something that could come into
focus if Gujarat manage early
breakthroughs. With the ball, RCB have been
equally impressive. New recruit Lauren Bell
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has stood out with her discipline in the
powerplay, consistently building pressure
through dot balls, while the supporting cast
has given the captain plenty of options across
phases.Gujarat Giants, on the other hand,
possess a batting line-up capable of matching

strengthened their batting depth. The concern
for Gujarat lies in their bowling, where early
wickets have been hard to come by. Renuka
Singh Thakur and Kashvee Gautam will need
to find a way to contain RCB’s aggressive top
order if the Giants are to halt their
momentum.With both teams boasting
match-winners and points at a premium, an
absorbing contest is on the cards at DY Patil
Stadium. WPL 2026, GG-W vs RCB-W:
Head-to-headlt's an even split between the
two teams, as they have each won three
matches in the six encounters they have had
in the WPL so far. WPL 2026, GG-W vs
RCB-W: Weather and pitch conditionsClear
skies are forecast for the evening, with
temperatures around 27 degrees Celsius at
the start and expected to dip as the night
progresses. Humidity is likely to sit near the

RCB stroke for stroke. The experience of
Beth Mooney, Sophie Devine and captain
Ashleigh Gardner provides solidity and
firepower through the top and middle. The
emergence of Kanika Ahuja at No.3 and
Bharti Fulmali as a finisher has further

60 per cent mark and rise later, bringing dew
into play during the second half. The pitches
have begun to wear, offering bowlers some
assistance, but the presence of dew is set to
heavily influence the toss, with teams
expected to prefer bowling first.
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atrina Kaif is the recent one to shower praise on
Rani Mukerji after the trailer of Mardaani 3 was
eleased. She called the actor “irreplaceable and
unstoppable." The actress lauded the intense trailer,
which has been receiving an overwhelmingly positive
response from other celebrities too.
Taking to her Instagram stories, Katrina Kaif
shared the trailer and wrote, “#30Yearsof Queen
#RaniMukerji irreplaceable, unstoppable
undefinable." Kiara Advani wrote, “30 years.
One Rani, Endless power. From timeless grace
to fearless Mardaani. She still rules the screen.
Can’t wait to watch #Mardaani3." Earlier,
Kareena Kapoor also shared the trailer,
“*Dynamite..Rani meri jaan love you
always. .killing it." Alia Bhatt also wrote, “30
years of unforgettable performances and now
one more. Cannot wait to watch Mardaani 3."
And guess what? Filmmaker Siddharth Anand
has also turned to social media to praise the
‘FANTASTIC” trailer. Impressed by the
powerful clip, the filmmaker shared the link on
X (formerly Twitter) and called it a must-watch. He
wrote, “#Mardaani3Trailer is FANTASTIC! Hits you
like a bolt of lightning! Rani is GOLD! And Mallika
Prasad playing Amma is terrifying! Abhiraj, you've
nailed this one! Mohit, what a trailer you've cut,
again!! Guys, watch it now!”
Mardaani 3 Trailer
The makers of Rani Mukerji’s hard-hitting cop franchise
Mardaani have unveiled the trailer of its third
instalment, bringing back the actor as the relentless
and fearless IPS officer Shivani Shivaji Roy. Staying
true to the franchise’s uncompromising tone,
Mardaani 3 promises another disturbing, socially

Calls Rani Mukerji’s ‘Irreplaceable And |
Unstoppable’, Praises Mardaani 3 Trailerg

Suhana

Says She'd Rather Be Interesting Than Obsess
Over Looks: "Why Are We Focusing On..."

hah Rukh Khan'’s daughter, Suhana Khan, is gearing up for her big screen
Sdcbul in King. Recently, she indulged in an interesting conversation
where she got candid about who she is as a person and how she discovered

her passion for acting. When asked to describe herself, Suhana Khan told
Harper’s Bazaar India, “A homebody who loves being busy." She said that she
is both an introvert and an extrovert. Suhana added, “Why are we all focusing
on what we look like? There are other important things. Like I'd rather be
compassionate, kind, interesting, and fun, and make someone else feel good in
my presence than obsess over looks.”

Despite being a star kid, Suhana
prefers to stay private. She
described herself as a deeply
sensitive person, and she is proud of
her vulnerability. Suhana Khan
said, I try to be a better person
every day. | think I'm a kind person
and [ really take pride in that."
Interestingly, many Bollywood
stars have spoken highly of Shah
Rukh Khan’s kindness.

In the same chat, Suhana Khan
recalled how she discovered her
passion for acting in boarding
school. While she grew up with an
interest in cinema, boarding school
stands out as a distinct memory. She
revealed that she once auditioned
for a play but got cast in the chorus
instead. “I was so upset and
disappointed. And I think that’s
when I knew that I really wanted to
play those parts and enjoy the thrill |
ofbeing on stage," Suhanarecalled. —

Meanwhile, Suhana Khan is
currently gearing up for her next film with her father, Shah Rukh Khan, in
King. The action drama, whose teaser was released in 2025, is one of the most-
highly awaited films. According to a report by Bollywood Hungama, King is
being mounted on an unprecedented budget of 350 crore, positioning it
among the costliestaction films ever produced in India.

Initial reports suggest that when the project was first conceptualised with
Suhana Khan in the lead and Sujoy Ghosh as director, the budget was set at
around 150 crore. However, as the story evolved and Shah Rukh Khan
decided to take centre stage, the team realised the potential to mount the film
on amuch larger canvas.

It was then that Siddharth Anand came on board as director, bringing his flair for
scale and adrenaline-fueled storytelling. With his involvement, King
transformed into one of the most ambitious ventures ever undertaken by Red
Chillies Entertainment and Marflix Pictures.

~

rooted narrative that places Shivani in the middle of £

race against time. This time around, Shivani is se@l
joining the National Investigation Agency (NIA) aifid
taking charge of a chilling case involvingy
kidnapping of two young girls. As Shivani digs de
into the investigation, the case spirals into somg

far more sinister. The trailer reveals a nationwide
human trafficking network run by an elderly woman
named Amma, played by Mallika Prasad. Amma is
shown buying girls from different parts of the country
for 210 lakh each, drugging them into
unconsciousness, and exploiting them systematically.
What initially appears to be a trafficking case soon
exposes links to a larger beggar mafia, indicating
organised crime operating under the guise of
helplessness. One of the most unsettling moments in
the trailer shows a rescued girl coughing up blood ina
hospital, driving home the physical and emotional
brutality inflicted on the victims.

Faisal Shaikh AKA Faisu Confirmed
As Contestant On Reality Show The

50: 'Always Enjoyed Competition
f ' y

adding to its lineup, and the latest name to

joinis digital creator and reality show regular
Faisal Shaikh, popularly known as Faisu. The
show marks the Indian adaptation of a globally
successful format owned by Banijay and is set to
stream on JioHotstar while also airing on Colors.

Faisu has built a strong following over the years
through social media and multiple reality shows.
Known for his calm approach and ability to handle
competitive formats, his inclusion adds another
familiar face to the mix as the show prepares for its
debut. The 50 brings together celebrities and
creators in a game focused on strategy, alliances,
and staying in the competition.

They welcomed their daughter, Raha Kapoor, on
November 6, 2022. While the couple initially
chose to keep her away from the public eye, they
later introduced her to the paparazzi during the
Kapoor family’s annual Christmas lunch. Since
then, Raha has often been spotted charming
photographers with her playful interactions.

Speaking about joining the show, Faisu said,
“Having been part of multiple reality shows, I've
always enjoyed the thrill of competition and the
chance to connect with audiences. The 50 on
JioHotstar takes that experience to another level,
allowing me to be completely real — my mindset,
emotions, and strategies. It’s exciting to compete
alongside such a diverse mix of celebrities and
creators, form genuine bonds, do tasks, and give
audiences an entertaining, unfiltered side of me.”

Meanwhile, a prominent name in Indian television,
Karan Patel, has been confirmed as a contestant as
well. He is best known for his impactful
performances and outspoken personality. Over the
years, he has built a reputation for being candid,
competitive, and unafraid to voice his opinions,
traits that have consistently kept him in the
spotlight, both in fiction and reality formats.With
further contestants still being revealed, the show is
shaping up as a mix of familiar personalities from
different spaces. The format is expected to test not
just physical and mental strength, but also
decision-making and teamwork. The 50 is
scheduled to premiere on | February, streaming on
JioHotstar and airing on Colors.

Shahid Kapoor Stops To Click
Selfie With Fan At Mumba
Airport, Internet Calls

! I Yhe upcoming reality show The 50 is steadily

sweet interaction can make a fan’s day, while a

cold response can turn admiration into absolute
disappointment. Shahid Kapoor, however, seems to
have mastered this connection.

Spotted at the airport recently as he returned to the
city, Shahid patiently interacted with his fan,
showing the same humility and warmth that fans
love him for.

Shahid’s Sweet Gesture Will Melt Your Heart

O’Romeo star Shahid Kapoor was recently spotted
returning to Mumbai at the airport. Dressed in a
white jacket, blue trousers and beige sneakers,
Shahid looked stylish with his new beard look and
black glasses. In the paparazzi video, a fan can be
seen standing behind Shahid, patiently waiting for a
selfie. Noticing him, Shahid called the fan forward,
paused to click a selfie and then moved ahead. The
sweet gesture showed how much he cares for the
people who love and support him.

The internet loved Shahid’s gesture and filled the
comments section of the video with love. A user
said, “This is the reason why he’s my favourite."
Another one added, “Real hero Shahid Kapoor." A
fan remarked, *Very nice of you, Shahid!" Someone
wrote, “Back to his old hairstyle. Jab We Met wale
Shahid Kapoor ban jao please!" “Shahid is a good
man, he won’t object to giving selfies, but try to
avoid asking selfies when his family is with him,
especially kids."

What’s Next For Shahid?

Shahid Kapoor is reuniting with his longtime director,
Vishal Bhardwaj, the genius behind hits like Haider
and Kaminey. Together, they are bringing an intense
and thrilling love story to the big screen with their
new film, O Romeo. Perfectly timed for Valentine’s
Day, the movie is set to release in theatres on
February 13 and is backed by producer Sajid
Nadiadwala.The film boasts a stellar ensemble cast,
including Triptii Dimri, Nana Patekar, Avinash
Tiwary, Tamannaah Bhatia, Vikrant Massey, Disha
Patani, Farida Jalal and Aruna Irani. With such a
powerhouse combination of talent and direction, the
film is already generating buzz, The teaser, released
a few days ago, has been met with widespread
praise.

I Vans and celebrities share a delicate bond. One
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