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Green outcomes
from the red
budget folder

Time was when November was one of the most
pleasant months in Delhi, with just the whiff of
winter in a city of extreme weathers. Not anymore.
Foul air has replaced the aroma of roasted peanuts
and chhole bhature as conversation starters in the
national capital. Citizens have traded their old
Celcius talk for a new set of numbers to moan
about. Today, the air quality index regularly
announced on TV triggers sighs and protests.

Environmental issues have clearly hit India’s
political mainstream. Public protests erupted not
only on the AQI that reached hazardous levels, but
also on a new height-based definition of the
Aravalli hills, sparking fears of illegal mining and
environmental harm and forcing the government
to backtrack despite a qualified Supreme Court
sanction. A furore over water contamination
deaths in Indore, showcased as India’s cleanest
municipal zone, followed.

The environment ministry faced howls as the new
year dawned after it amended guidelines to allow
forest zones to have commercial plantations by
private entities. The death of environment
crusader Madhav Gadgil rang a sombre note on the
importance of sustainability.As Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman meets various interest groups
to craft her annual budget for the new financial
year, it is time to ask if environmental outcomes
should be highlighted in the budgetary numbers so
that we can take note of what the government is
doing (or not) for sustainability in the world’s most
populous and fastest-growing economy.Green
budgeting’ is unheard of in India despite decades
of avowed political commitment to environmental
issues. It tracks fiscal revenues and expenditure
allocations by focusing on schemes and measures
that affect the environment and sustainability. For
starters, it is a sound way to measure public
commitment to environmental goals. The
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development has been promoting green
budgeting since 2017, when it launched the Paris
Collaborative at its One Planet Summit.

Historically, progressive economists in India have
been monitoring health, education and gender
issues addressed and outlays allocated as part of
their toothcombing of budgetary measures. Such a
focused analysis is much needed. But such an
effort can invite trouble. The prestigious Delhi
School of Economics courted controversy a few
weeks ago as the Delhi University’s academic
panel objected to its syllabus on ‘Economics of
Gender’ that covered some historical and
ideological issues.Green budgeting may face
similar pitfalls. But there has to be a beginning.
Nearly 80 years after independence, India has seen
two long spells of economic vision covering
roughly 40 years each. The first four decades were
a lot about socialist planning and government
control, while the following years have seen an
obsession with macroeconomic stability and its
attendant points: inflation, interest rates and GDP
growth. Both these worldviews have
unconsciously sidestepped the environmental side
effects of growth. We are now looking at a scenario
in which one kind of positive numbers results in an
unfocused set of negative ones. An agricultural
boom in some areas leads to the hazardous burning
of stubble. Automobiles driven by a growing
middle class result in traffic jams. Mountains of
unregulated plastic and other waste pollute the air
and water of our cities. The data centres powering
the artificial intelligence boom currently under
way will also leave a massive environmental
footprint because of'its humongous energy needs.

There’s something about a museum that appeals

JUST over a year after the BJP-led Mahayuti routed

Modi govt’s cultural ambition
THE GREAT GAME: The RSS and the BJP are keen to carve out a special memory in the heart of India

INDIA may be in the throes of a political spat with its most

important foreign partner, the US, while the economy, as
noted financial journalist TN Ninan pointed out in these
columns earlier this week, is more shy than sociable —
but the government’s never-say-die ambition to scale the
high cultural heights remains. The first gallery of what’s
expected to be the world’s largest museum, the Yuge
Yugeen Bharat, will open by the end of the year.The
scale is certainly formidable. As many as 100,000
artefacts telling the story of India, from the Indus Valley
civilisation to the present day, will be showcased across
30 galleries in the North Block and South Block, British
Raj buildings that have housed the bureaucratic elite in
the heart of Lutyens’ Delhi over the last
hundred years.

to the Modi government. Perhaps, like the
Bahujan Samaj Party’s Dalit leader Mayawati
— whose monuments to herself and her
mentors, Kanshi Ram and Babasaheb |
Ambedkar, are littered around Lucknow and
the outskirts of Delhi — Modi understands that
you may hate them or love them, but
monuments are always going to stand the test of
time. (That’s why statues of Lenin and Marx
were first attacked by counter-revolutionaries
when it was clear the Soviet Union was falling
in end-1991.) And that’s why, New Delhi has
been slowly rebuilt and reshaped in the last 11
years since Modi became PM.From the
Pradhan Mantri Sangrahalaya, or the Prime
Ministers’ Museum, where there are galleries to
every PM, including Modi — which gets a mention on
the public address system of the Shatabdi trains coming
into Delhi — to Yuge Yugeen Bharat, the demonstration
of the RSS and BJP’s ambition to carve out a special
memory in the heart of India is unparalleled.

The impressive fact is that nothing is too small for the BJP.

At the Harivallabh music festival in Jalandhar which
celebrated its 150th anniversary in the last week of
December, Culture Minister Gajendra Shekhawat was
unable to show up — so he sent a video message saying
the government would be happy to build an auditorium
for India’s oldest music festival. The unspoken message
that accompanied the loud claps to the video message
was that the BJP would do anything to help Punjab
recover its diminished heritage — and that it would
certainly help if the people of Punjab were to return the
favour, by voting them in.That’s why it was surprising to
see the scarce attention to detail at the exhibition
showcasing the Piprahwa Buddha relics recently

to the story, five small caskets containing jewel stones,
bone fragments and ashes of Gautam Buddha were
discovered in 1898 by William Claxton Peppe, a British
colonial engineer who managed several estates south of
the Nepal border, including the Birdpur Estate in a
village called Piprahwa. Fast-forward to 2025, when the
Peppe descendants decided to auction the Buddha relics
in their keep in Hong Kong, leading to a nationwide
furore, which in turn pushed the Centre to partner with
the Godrej Industries Group to buy the jewel relics and
bring them back to the motherland.

“It would make every Indian proud that the sacred

Piprahwa relics of Bhagwan Buddha have come home

(toIndia) after 127 long years...” the PM said at the time.
Certainly, the ambition to position India as the rightful
inheritor of one ancient civilisation, the Indus Valley,
and one ancient school of thought, Buddhism, is striking
to see.There they are, the magnificent jewels, in a
bulletproof case in front of you. Gaze, then, upon the
“stars in silver and gold, discs of gold leaf embossed
with Buddhist symbols, and numerous pearls of many
sizes...drilled beads, stars and flowers cut from red or
white cornelian, amethyst, topaz, garnet, coral and
crystal” — all this information gleaned from
www.piprahwa.com, because it isn’t available at the
exhibition, neither regurgitated by the young, blissfully
ignorant volunteers present nor offered by Design
Factory India (DFT), the company that has put together
the show. It may be mentioned here that the DFI’s claim
to fame is that it has built a museum in Vadnagar on the
town’s Buddhist connection as well as one in Bhuj,
memorialising the 2001 earthquake.

inaugurated by the PM in Delhi. For those who came late The exhibition also contains stunning sculptures

Maha success: BJP-led Mahayuti shines in local body polls

manifesting the Buddha, sourced from collections in the

Indian Museum in Kolkata, the National Museum in

Delhi and museums elsewhere in the country. Many of

these sculptures once came from parts of Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa, now in Pakistan, except the word

“Pakistan” on the placard has been replaced by

“Undivided India.” Some paintings have been

“recreated” — meaning, they were in such poor shape in

the museum in which they were kept that it was not

possible to relocate them.Look closely now at the

thousand-year-old sculptures. You know they’ve been

cleaned — they have that shiny, polished look, stripped of

the accumulated decades of dust and grime. The DFI
confirms your hypothesis. You hope the
cleaners used good cleaning liquid that
does not eat schist — it would be good
to know what the process was.

This public-private partnership between
Godrej Industries and the government
is clearly a model for the future. It’s not
clear, though, whether the Godrej folks
have donated the jewel relics to the
country or the government has bought
them off. Whatever itis, they are home.

And so, as the Yuge Yugeen Bharat
museum takes shape in the heart of
Delhi, a stone’s throw away from the
PM’s new home that is being
completed, cast your eyes to Ayodhya,
where a museum of Indian temple
architecture is being built in the shadow
of the Ram Mandir. This is an out-and-

out private partnership, but it’s also clear that the

government is watching closely. The outstanding design
is a brainchild of the Zaha Hadid architectural concern —
which lost the contract to build Yuge Yugeen to Debasish

Guha’s Arcop consortium and the Los Angeles-based

Kulapat Yantrasast — while the funding is being

provided by a Tatas’ subsidiary called Ecofirst.

But you are now back home in Chandigarh and so another

visit to the Government Museum in Sector 10, which also
houses the Buddha Gandhara sculptures — split half-half
with the Lahore Museum when India became
independent — is essential, if only to see if the spirit of
change has travelled to this part of the country. You still
inscribe your name in a register, just like if you were
visiting an important bureaucrat at the Secretariat — just
the museum ticket is not enough. The museum is still
desolate. Some exhibits in the miniature gallery have
been moved because the roof is being repaired, but work
has come to a standstill because funds, seemingly, have

runout.

The Tribune Editorial: The BJP has overwhelmingly eclipsed not only its rivals but also its allies in the BMC polls.

such as Himachal Pradesh and Goa. The local

the Opposition in the Maharashtra Assembly
elections, the ruling alliance has asserted its
dominance in the statewide local body polls as
well. The BJP has emerged as the single largest
party in the high-stakes Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) polls. The outcome marks a
decisive shift in Mumbai’s pecking order; as an
undivided party, the Bal Thackeray-founded Shiv
Sena ruled India’s financial capital for decades. |
Now, the Sena faction led by Deputy CM Eknath |

Shinde will play second fiddle to the saffron party
inthe BMC, as is the case in the state government.
Even the reunion of the Thackeray cousins after
two decades failed to stop the Mahayuti
juggernaut. Former CM Uddhav Thackeray’s
Shiv Sena and Raj Thackeray’s Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena found it very hard to translate
symbolic unity into electoral success. The
desperate alliance between the Nationalist Congress Party
factions led by Sharad Pawar and his nephew Ajit Pawar

body’s new composition will have far-
reaching implications for Mumbai’s
governance, policy priorities and the political
dynamics in Maharashtra. The poll verdict is
an endorsement of Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis’ mega development pitch, even as
the Thackerays’ “Marathi manoos” card did
not find many voters. The Congress, too, was
relegated to the sidelines in the big battles, but
it did cause a flutter with its allegation that the
“indelible” ink used in the polls could be
easily erased.The results have put a question
mark over the future of the Opposition’s
Maha Vikas Aghadi alliance, with its
constituents struggling to stay relevant.
Mabharashtra’s most prominent political
families — the Thackerays and the Pawars —
are now a pale shadow of their former selves.
The BJP has overwhelmingly eclipsed not only its rivals
butalsoits allies.

came a cropper in Pune.The BMC matters enormously as
it is India’s richest civic body; its budget for 2025-26 is a
whopping Rs 74,427 crore, higher even than that of states

China’s renewed interest in Shaksgam valley

The abrupt attention directed towards the Shaksgam valley coincides with a Chinese delegation’s meeting with the BJP and RSS in Delhi.

The Indian media recently observed the swift
development of China's road network in the Shaksgam
valley, which is backed by numerous construction sites,
utilising Landsat satellite data from the global land
imaging body USGS EROS Center.The abrupt attention
directed towards the Shaksgam valley coincides
unexpectedly with the Chinese Communist Party
delegation’s meeting with the BJP and RSS in New
Delhi. Such underhand manoeuvres are not new, having
taken place multiple times alongside major
occurrences. This represents a shrewd strategy utilised
by a group that persistently attempts to hinder a positive
normalisation process. Consequently, this is the reason
India lacks trustChinese construction endeavours in
Shaksgam are not a recent phenomenon. The People's
Liberation Army has been monitoring the Shaksgam
valley in West Karakoram since its influence expanded
in Depsang (East Karakoram) in 2013.India was
undoubtedly not informed regarding the development
of a new road in the Shaksgam valley trijunction. The
past satellite imagery has shown that China's activities
in this area began immediately after the 2017 Doklam
tri-junction standoff.Since 2018, China has improved
its connectivity to the Aghil Pass. Open-source
intelligence satellite images have revealed that China
has builta 70-km road in the Aghil Pass area.

China's main objective regarding Shaksgam has been to
shorten the travel from Kashgar to Skardu and Hunza
via the G-219 highway, which traverses the Karakoram
and the Aghil Pass. The present road is part of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

In 1963, Pakistan formally ceded over 5,400 sq km of the
Shaksgam region through a boundary agreement.
However, the actual territories transferred to China
encompassed the entire Karakoram-Tract, totaling

20,000 sq km in return for approximately 750 sq km.
However, according to Article VI of the 1963 Sino-Pak
Boundary Agreement, it is stipulated that “The two
parties agreed that after the resolution of the Kashmir
dispute between Pakistan and India, the relevant
sovereign authority will reopen negotiations with the
Chinese government regarding the boundary as
outlined in Article Two of the current Agreement, to
sign a formal Boundary Treaty to replace the existing
agreement.” Since 1963, China has regarded the
Shaksgam-Karakoram tract as provisional, with
sovereignty subject to renegotiation, which should
ultimately be resolved between India and Pakistan.
India had the chance to resolve the issue during the
conflictin 1972; however, the Simla Agreement signed
afterward left the disputes regarding the Siachen
Glacier and the Karakoram Tract unresolved. The
Simla Treaty did not clarify the final 100 km of the
ceasefire line that runs from the end of the Line of

Control to the border with China.A decisive military

operation in 1972 could have enabled India to reclaim
not only the entire Siachen Glacier but also 5,400 sq km
of Indian territory in Shaksgam and Karakoram Tract.
The second opportunity for India to address the issue
arose after the 1999 Kargil war.The theoretical
trijunction point of India, Pakistan, and China is
presently situated near Indira Col, extending from Sia
Kangri Point 7422 to Point 6599, covering a distance of
59 km, where the Actual Ground Position Line (AGPL)
between Indian and Pakistani forces intersects with the
Chinese border.From NJ 9842, the AGPL delimitation
line follows the Saltoro Ridge, which is under Indian
control, although Pakistan disputes this and aims to
extend the delimitation line eastward from NJ 9842 to
connect with the Karakoram Pass.At present, 75 percent

of the territory of India that was transferred by Pakistan
to China is incorporated into the Tashkurgan Tajik
Autonomous County in Xinjiang, while the remaining
25 percent is situated in Yarkand Yecheng (Kargilik)
County.China continues to refer to the Indian Consulate
building at Chini Bagh as the Pakistan-India Consulate.
Since then, China has been actively engaged in the

extraction of significant quantities of precious metals,
gemstones, uranium, gold and copper from the
Shaksgam Valley.India has persistently expressed its
formal objections to both Chinese and Pakistani
officials concerning illegal efforts to change the status
quo at the Daulat Beg Oldie-Karakoram Pass. The
decision not to open the Karakoram Pass for trade has
proven to be a poor strategy, even though the region is
not contested and is regarded as an Internal Boundary
(IB), rather than the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

The conflict has emerged in recent years as the PLA

endeavours to construct a second road through the

southern Karakoram range providing the PLA with

access to the trijunction point near Siachen.Former

Army Chief General Bipin Rawat then dismissed

allegations of any Chinese construction in the

Shaksgam Valley, claiming that such an endeavour is

nearly “impossible” and therefore “not a threat.”

It is also accurate to state that the Indian authorities
have been overly preoccupied with perceived
threats from the Tibetan front, neglecting the
significance of the Eastern Karakoram
sector.Nonetheless, the strategic placement of the
road along the Teram Sher axis could have
profound operational consequences for India in
the Siachen, Karakoram Pass, Daulat Beg Oldie,
and Depsang regions, potentially escalating
tensions with Pakistan.Pakistani military forces,
which previously did not have direct access to the
Teram Shehr glacier, may now be positioned to
cooperate with the Chinese at the trijunction,
thereby posing a threat to Indian supply routes to
the Siachen Glacier.One possible approach for
India might entail military intervention to secure
the Teram Shehr glacier. Nevertheless, such a
course of action could escalate into a three-front
conflict, leading China to initiate additional
confrontations in eastern Ladakh.

Over the years, India has significantly enhanced its
infrastructure in the Karakoram region. Another
alternative for the Indian military is to push beyond the
Turtuk Sector to seize the Chorbat Lungpa Valley across
the Shyok River and gain control over adjoining
villages. This offers a distinctive opportunity to acquire
land in Gilgit-Baltistan with minimal demographic
impact.
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Sensex, Nifty Open Sharply
Lower Amid Weak Global
Cues, Rising Global Trade
Tensions

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Indian benchmark indices opened the week in the
red zone on Monday, tracking weak global cues after
geopolitical trade tensions rose due to US
administration's comments of additional tariffs on
European countries.

As 0f 9.30 am, Sensex lost 449 points, or 0.54 per cent
to reach 83,120 and Nifty declined 148 points, or
0.58 per cent to 25,546.Main broadcap indices
performed in line with benchmark indices, with the
Nifty Midcap 100 losing 0.42 per cent, and the Nifty
Smallcap 100 easing 0.54 per cent. Among sectors,
except Nifty FMCQG, all indices were trading in the
red. IT, media as well as oil and gas were among
major losers, down over 1 per cent each.

Immediate support lies at 25,600 and 25,450 zones,
while resistance remained at 25,875 followed by
26,000 and 26,100, market watchers said.

Analysts predicted volatile days for stock markets in
the near-term amid heightened geopolitical risks.
They highlighted US President Donald Trump’s
disruptive policies impacting international trade and
global economic growth."If President Trump walks
his talk and imposes 10 per cent tariffs on the eight
European countries on February 1st and follows it up
by raising the tariffs to 25 per cent from June 1
onwards, retaliation by the European bloc is almost
certain," they said.Asia-Pacific markets traded
largely with losses during the morning session as
investors parsed key economic data from China
along with US President Donald Trump's threats to
European countries on additional tariffs for gaining
control over Greenland.China’s economic growth
slowed to its weakest pace in nearly three years in the
fourth quarter amid decline in domestic demand.

In Asian markets, China's Shanghai index added 0.13
per cent, and Shenzhen eased 0.01 per cent, Japan's
Nikkei declined 1.05 per cent, while Hong Kong's
Hang Seng Index lost 1 per cent. South Korea's
Kospi advanced 0.85 per cent.The US markets ended
in the red in the last trading session as Nasdaq eased
0.06 per cent. The S&amp;P 500 lost 0.06 per cent,
and the Dow declined 0.17 per cent.

On January 16, foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
sold net equities worth Rs 4,346 crore, while
domestic institutional investors (DIIs) were net
buyers of equities worth Rs 3,935 crore.

IT union NITES files
complaint with Labour
Ministry against Wipro over
delayed onboarding, hiring

CHENNALI.(Agency)

Pune-based IT and ITES union Nascent Information
Technology Employees Senate (NITES) on Monday
said it has filed a complaint with the Union Labour
Ministry against Wipro Limited over an alleged
delay in onboarding fresh graduates and misleading
recruitment practices. The union has sought
intervention from Minister Mansukh Mandaviya.

NITES President Adv. Harpreet Singh Saluja said,
"The affected candidates are fresh graduates selected
through campus and off-campus recruitment
processes conducted by Wipro Limited, including its
Turbo and NextGen Talent hiring programs. Letters
of Intent were issued to these candidates around May
2025, confirming their selection and detailing the
role, compensation structure and onboarding
process. In several cases, the company also issued
formal onboarding communications confirming a
joining date, work location and completion of
documentation formalities."

Recently, Wipro, in a quarterly result announcement,
had said that it is planning to recruit fresh graduates
for specialised roles.He further said, "Over a period
of several months, the affected candidates repeatedly
approached the company through official emails,
calls and written representations seeking clarity
regarding their onboarding status. In response, they
either received no reply or were provided vague and
automated responses referring to business demand,
future batches or tentative timelines that were never
honoured. No written explanation, confirmed
onboarding date or formal cancellation has been
issued to date."He added that over 250 affected
candidates from multiple states have approached
NITES. NITES is prepared to submit all supporting
documents, including Letters of Intent, onboarding
communications, background verification records
and correspondence exchanged with the company for
the Ministry’s consideration, it said in the letter.

Suzlon appoints Paulo
Fernando Soares as
President of Europe
business

New Delhi.(Agency)

Home-grown renewable energy solutions provider
Suzlon Group on Monday said it has appointed
Paulo Fernando Soares as President of its Europe
business to accelerate growth in the region.

Soares joins the company after a short stint at Sany
Renewables in Europe, where he was serving as
Managing Director, Suzlon said in a statement.

The company said it is strengthening its global
leadership structure to drive the next phase of
international growth under its Suzlon 2.0 strategy.

With four decades of experience in the wind industry,
Soares will lead Suzlon's European operations with
a mandate to develop regional capabilities, forge
strategic partnerships, strengthen customer
engagement, and drive market access across
Europe.His track record includes leadership roles in
business development, sales, and operations, it said.

Soares' role will also encompass building a robust
organisational framework to ensure long-term
success across European markets, the statement
said, adding that he has served Suzlon previously as
well for 5 years, playing a key role in setting up its
Asian operations.

Shadowfax Technologies IPO opens today:
Check price, GMP and other details

Shadowfax Technologies is set to
enter the primary market
tomorrow with its much-watched
IPO. The issue comes at a fime
when online shopping and same-
day delivery services are seeing

steady growth across India.
—

New Delhi.(Agency)

Shadowfax Technologies Ltd, a well-

known name in India’s fast-growing
logistics space, is set to open its initial
public offering (IPO) tomorrow, January
20, 2026. The issue has already drawn
attention due to the company’s strong
presence in e-commerce and quick
commerce deliveries.

SIZEAND STRUCTURE OF THE IPO
The Shadowfax Technologies IPO is a

book-built issue worth Rs 1,907.27 crore.
Itincludes a fresh issue of shares worth Rs

1,000 crore and an offer for sale of Rs
907.27 crore by existing
shareholders. While the fresh issue will

apply for 68 lots, translating into In addition, Shadowfax provides SMS and

investments running into a few lakhs and
over ten lakh rupees respectively.

help the company raise funds for its ABOUTTHE COMPANY

business needs, the offer for sale will
allow current investors to partially exit
their holdings.

IMPORTANT DATES TO TRACK
The PO will open for subscription on

January 20, 2026, and close on January
22, 2026. The basis of allotment is
expected to be finalised on January 23,
while the company is likely to make its
stock market debut on January 28, 2026,

personal courier services through its Flash

app, catering to individual users and small

businesses. Its wide service range has

helped it become a key delivery partner
for online platforms and brands.

GREY MARKET PREMIUM (GMP)

As of January 19, 2026, at 11:00 AM, the
latest grey market premium (GMP) for
the Shadowfax Technologies IPO
stands at Rs 11 per share. Based on the
upper price band of Rs 124, the
estimated listing price works out to
around Rs 135 per share.

on both the BSE and NSE.

This suggests a possible listing gain of

PRICE BAND AND INVESTMENT
DETAILS

Shadowfax Technologies has fixed the

IPO price band at Rs 118 to Rs 124 per
share. The lot size for investors is 120
shares, which means retail investors need
to invest a minimum of Rs 14,880 at the
upper end of the price band.For non-
institutional investors, the minimum
investment is higher. Small NIIs need to
apply for 14 lots, while big NIIs must

Founded in June 2016, Shadowfax
Technologies Ltd is an Indian logistics
solutions company focused on last-mile ) »
delivery. Over the years, it has built a Shadowfax operates in a competitive but

strong presence in e-commerce and D2C
parcel deliveries. The company also
handles hyperlocal and quick commerce
orders, offering same-day or even within-

8.87%, though market observers
caution that GMP figures are unofficial
and can change quickly.

WHAT INVESTORS SHOULD KEEP

INMIND

fast-expanding logistics and quick
commerce space. The rise of online
shopping, same-day delivery, and D2C
brands has increased demand for reliable

hours delivery in many locations.

Bharat Coking Coal opens at 97% premium:
Should you hold or sell BCCL shares

New Delhi.(Agency)

Shares of Bharat Coking Coal Limited
(BCCL) made a strong start on their
stock market debut, opening at a sharp
premium to the IPO price.

BCCL stock listed at around a 97% gain
over the issue price of Rs 23,
reflecting the very high demand
seen during the IPO phase. With
such a strong opening, investors
are now asking a key question:
should they hold the stock or [
book profits?BCCL was the first &
mainboard [PO of 2026 and drew
massive interest from all investor
groups. The public issue was
subscribed 143.85 times by the
close of bidding.Retail investors
subscribed the issue 49.37 times,
the non-institutional investor
category saw subscription of 240.49
times, and the qualified institutional
buyer segment was subscribed 310.81
times, excluding anchor investors. The
allotment was finalised on January 14,
2026, ahead of the listing.On listing
day, the stock’s opening was well above
earlier grey market estimates, giving
investors sharp gains right from the

Could India-

Senators Back

Kolkata.(Agency)

Talks on the India-US trade agreement
have once again hit a snag. Just as
negotiators were nearing a
breakthrough, two influential
Republican senators urged US
President Donald Trump to pressure
India to remove tariffs on pulses. While
the demand may seem small, it directly
affects New Delhi’s agricultural
policies and its strategic push for self-
reliance in pulses. Negotiators now
face the risk that prior progress on the
deal could be slowed or
complicated.Senators Steve Daines of
Montana and Kevin Cramer of North
Dakota, representing America’s largest
pulse-producing states, called India’s
tariffs “unfair” and harmful to US
farmers. They said that India is the
world’s largest consumer of pulses,
accounting for roughly 27% of global

start. For those who received allotment,
the listing translated into strong
notional profits within minutes of the
debut.

MARKET VIEW ON THE LISTING
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP Research at

Mehta Equities Ltd, said BCCL was
expected to list at a premium even
before the debut. He noted that the
stock was likely to list in the range of Rs
32 to Rs 35, implying a 39 to 52%
premium over the issue
price.According to him, the IPO saw
exceptionally strong subscription
across QIB, NII, and retail segments,

which clearly reflected investor
confidence.He said interest in the issue
was driven by the scarcity value of the
offering, as it gave investors a rare
chance to gain exposure to India’s
largest and most integrated player in
the coking coal value chain.
Coking coal is a key input for
the domestic steel industry,
which added to the appeal.

Tapse said that from a valuation
point of view, the issue was
priced reasonably, especially
for a low-ticket IPO. This
helped create an attractive
risk-reward balance for
investors.He added that the
company’s dominant position
in the coking coal segment and
steady demand linked to
ongoing steel capacity expansion
support a positive medium-to-long-
term outlook.

He also pointed out that structural
demand trends in the steel sector could
continue to support the business over
time, making BCCL more than just a
short-term listing play for some
investors.

US Trade Deal Collapse US

Hard On India’s Pulse Tariffs

demand.They argued that high tariffs
prevent American producers from
accessing this key market. Their main
concern is India’s 30% tax on yellow
peas announced last October, which

took effect on November 1, 2025. The
senators said such measures place US
exporters at a disadvantage, even when
their products are high-quality. They

urged Trump to make pulses a priority

in any future trade deal with India.The

senators also recalled raising this issue

during Trump’s first term in 2020,

when the letter they sent was directly
delivered to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, helping US
producers gain a seat at the
negotiating table.

They wrote, “As America works to
correct trade imbalances, US
farmers are ready to help. They
have the capacity to feed and fuel
the world if trade opportunities
are opened.”Equal Tariffs For All
Nations

While the senators called the tariffs
discriminatory against the United

States, India’s pulse policy is broader.

The government initially exempted

yellow peas from tariffs until March

31,2026.

delivery partners.

Silver Just About 4.2% Away From
Crossing The Rs 3 Lakh Milestone

New Delhi.(Agency)

Silver prices have continued their remarkable rally,
rising another 22 per cent in January so far,
strengthening investor interest and keeping the
white metal firmly in focus. The sharp surge has
helped silver emerge as the top performer among
major asset classes, supported by strong demand
and multiple positive globalFrom the April close
of Rs 95,917, silver has climbed nearly 200 per
cent to settle at Rs 2,87,762 on Friday, a
performance usually associated with multibagger
stocks rather than commodities.Prices have also
touched fresh record highs, with the latest peak of
Rs 2,92,960 recorded last week.As silver surged
past earlier expectations much faster than
anticipated, analysts have been quick to revise
their targets upward.Last year, domestic
brokerages had projected silver prices at around
Rs 1,10,000 by the end of the year, but those
levels were crossed well before the midpoint.

The rally did not stop there, with prices going on to
hit Rs 2,54,000, more than doubling earlier
estimates.As these above-ground reserves shrink,
holders of physical silver are demanding higher
prices, further pushing rates upward.

At the beginning of 2025, silver was largely
overlooked by investors, with few expecting it to

deliver such a sharp rally amid ongoing economic
uncertainty and geopolitical tensions.Adding to
the bullish sentiment is a shift in global central
bank behaviour. After accumulating significant
quantities of gold over the past three years,
central banks are now reported to be adding silver
to their reserves as well.This trend has provided
additional support to prices, keeping MCX silver
close to the Rs 3 lakh level. With the latest close of
Rs 2,87,762, silver is now just about 4.2 per cent
away from crossing the Rs 3 lakh milestone.

Can Budget 2026 deliver scale, skills
and digital growth for manufacturing

Budget 2026 is expected to play a
key role in shaping the future of
India's manufacturing sector. From
expanding scale to building skilled
manpower and driving digital
adoption, the industry has clear
expectations from the government.

New Delhi.(Agency)

As India moves closer to the Union Budget

202627, the manufacturing sector is
firmly in focus. Industry experts say the
coming year could be vital in shaping
India’s ambition to become a global
manufacturing hub, with policy support,
digital adoption and skill development
emerging as key priorities.

MANUFACTURING GAINS

MOMENTUM

India’s manufacturing sector received a

strong policy boost in FY 2025-26,
helping it strengthen its role as a major
driver of economic growth. Rajesh
Mehra, Director and Promoter, Jaquar

Group, says the shift in government
approach has already started delivering
results.“India’s manufacturing sector
witnessed a decisive policy push in FY
2025-26, reinforcing its position as a
central engine of economic growth,”
Mehra says. “The transition from the
National Manufacturing Policy to the
National Manufacturing Mission
marked a clear shift from intent to

execution.” According to him, this move B2

focused on ease of doing business,
scalability and quality-led growth, while
also strengthening the foundations of the
Make in India programme. “This policy
momentum resulted in expanding
production hubs across India and helped
move the country closer to a self-reliant
manufacturing ecosystem,” he adds.
BUDGET 2026 SEEN AS A KEY

GDP by 2027,” he says.He adds that the
industry will closely track the
government’s continued focus on scale,
quality and sustainability. “With
manufacturing expected to reach the $1-

trillion milestone, sustained emphasis on
reforms such as PLI schemes and Make in
India will be critical to deepen domestic
value addition, attract investments and

material prices are adding pressure on

manufacturers.India’s manufacturing

sector is facing a challenging global

environment, marked by geopolitical

uncertainty and volatility in the prices of
key raw materials,” Nenavani says. He
adds that these factors could slow
growth as the sector works towards
long-term targets.

To meet its ambitions, Nenavani believes
the sector must move beyond
incremental changes. “There is aneed to
focus on strategic execution in two or
three critical areas, while also
sharpening the impact of existing
initiatives such as PLI, Ease of Doing
Business and Make in India,” he

explains.

DIGITAL PUSH AND SKILLED

WORKFORCE IN FOCUS

OPPORTUNITY

create high-quality jobs,” Mehra notes.

Digitisation, especially for MSME:s, is one

Looking ahead, Mehra believes

manufacturing will play a central role in
India’s next phase of growth. “As we
approach the Union Budget 2026-27,
manufacturing stands firmly at the core of
India’s next growth phase, with the sector
projected to contribute close to 25% of

GLOBAL CHALLENGES REMAIN
Despite the positive momentum, experts

caution that global uncertainties continue
to pose challenges. Jitendra Nenavani,
Assistant Professor —Operations, K J
Somaiya Institute of Management, says
geopolitical tensions and fluctuating raw

of the most urgent needs, according to
Nenavani. “MSMEs form the backbone of
India’s manufacturing ecosystem,” he
says. “They must not only adopt advanced
technologies but also build the capability
to use digital tools such as artificial
intelligence and blockchain.”
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Gigged, gagged: Delhi gig workers trapped in
endless shifts, algorithmic control, vanishing rights

As platforms
expand, gig
workers fight a
sorry state and
unsafe
conditions,
while waiting
for better days,

reports Ifrah
Mufti.

'Writm Me...": Chief Justice Surya
Kant Dismisses Plea On 'Judicial
Reforms'

New Delhi.(Agency)

Chief Justice of India Surya Kant on Monday dismissed
a'publicity-seeking' petition that sought the formation of a
committee to oversee judicial reforms, including requiring
every case to be settled withina 12-month period." We will
not let anyone come here for 'judicial reforms'," the Chief
Justice said, "If it is a matter of judicial reforms, | won't
allow anyone to come to the court premises. First, putitin
writing... whatever it is. Then I will see if it is possible or
not. Weare all here, we will do it."

The Chief Justice told the petitioner to "write a letter" to
him with suggestions. "You want change in the country?
Don't need to file such a petition... just write a letter and
send it to
me.""Don't
file petitions
just to speak in g
front of the
cameramen
standing
outside."

On the plea
formore courts
to handle the vast number of cases, the Chief Justice said,
"Aap keh rahe hai ek saal mein har court faisla kare? Aisi
kitne courts chahiye apko?" ("You're saying every court
should deliver a judgment within a year? How many such
courts do you need?")"Court banva dijiye... court banva
dijiye. kaha se banva dijiye?" ("Set up extra courts, set up
extra courts. Where do we get these courts from?")Both
issues had been erroneously intermingled, the court noted,
also noting that the petitioner, if so inclined, may submit a
letter on the administrative aspects to the Chief Justice
with suggestions, if any, for the purpose of judicial reform.

"It goes without saying that any such suggestions are
always welcome," the court said.

Delhi continues to witness
severe AQI, cold wave

conditions to persist

New Delhi.(Agency)

The national capital woke up to severe air quality again
on Sunday, as levels worsened over the past two days,
prompting the imposition of GRAP IV restrictions across
the NCR on Saturday. Cold wave conditions and dense fog
were also observed in the morning hours.The air quality
index (AQI) stood at 440 in the ‘severe’ category as of4 pm
on Sunday, after recording 444 during the morning, data
from the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) showed.

The city’s AQI is expected to remain in the ‘very poor’
range from Monday to January 21 due to a lower

ventilation index of 6,000 units and an average wind speed
of 10 kmph, not favorable for dispersing pollutants.

For Monday morning, the weather office predicted dense
fog at isolated places across the capital, with maximum
and minimum temperatures expected around 25°C and
8°C, respectively.

On Sunday, the capital recorded a maximum temperature
of 22.7°C, 3.1 degrees above the seasonal average, with
slightly cloudy conditions after dense morning fog,
according to the IMD. The minimum temperature settled at
5.3°C, 2.3 degrees below normal. The Decision Support
System assessment indicated that vehicular emissions
contributed 12.47 per cent to overall pollution, while
industrial emissions accounted for 7.8 per cent,

New Delhi.(Agency)
"There are nights when I just stand on the road Today, he rents a small room in the Jama Masjid
area for Rs 2,500 per month and survives by
stitching together two jobs: delivery rider at
night and mobile technician
during the day in Karol Bagh.
Amid growing protests by gig
workers in Delhi, even as unions §
have written to the Labour E
Minister and approached the ¢
National :
Commission (NHRC), alleging *
exploitative and coercive |
practices by app-based platforms,
the reporter spoke to several gig
workers in the capital to know that
even when the 10-minute delivery @&
enforcement has been revoked, =
the other struggles persist.
The price of being logged inIn six months, Ali

till morning. No orders, no money. Just
waiting,” he said.
eerily quiet with a flickering streetlight. Ali
stands there braving the winter chills near
Rajender Nagar, his phone clutched tightly in
one hand, waiting for his Zomato app to show
orders. It has been over an hour, but no luck.
The 24-year-old had come to Delhi six months
ago to earn enough to help pay for his sister’s
wedding in Bihar and to fund the treatment of
his elder brother, who has been unwell for
over a vear. Instead, most of what he earns
disappears before it reaches home — lost to
penalties, vehicle rent, and deductions he
barely understands. Ali works from 6 pm to 9
am, a 15-hour shift that stretches across the
city’s most unsafe hours. When he first
arrived in Delhi, he hoped to continue his
bachelor’s degree at Delhi University. Family
emergencies forced him to abandon his

studies.

It is 2.30 am.The road is

separate occasions. His delivery ID has been

blocked multiple times by Zomato. Each time,
he has had to deposit additional money just to
resume work. “Instead of saving, | keep
paying the company. Penalties, deposits, daily

Human Rights ¢

EV bike rent — everything is from my pocket,”
said Ali.
has paid penalties worth Rs 1,150 on five Like most gig workers, Ali is not considered an

employee.He has no appointment letter, no

Top Renewable Energy-Producing State

Rajasthan Needs More Coal Power By 2036 ™" ...

New Delhi.(Agency)

Rajasthan will need 4.400 megawatts
of new coal-fired power capacity by
2036 to meet rising electricity
demand despite India's top renewable
energy—producing state adding more
clean energy as it retires some
ageing thermal plants, according
to a government document.The
Central Electricity Authority, a
think tank of the federal power
ministry, has more than doubled
its earlier estimates of 1,900 MW
coal-fired power for Rajasthan,
according to a letter dated
November 27 that was addressed
to the state power utility and
reviewed by Reuters. Rajasthan is
preparing to retire its existing 1,350
MW old coal power projects, the
document showed.

The Central Electricity Authority did
not respond to a Reuters request for

—

comment on the letter. India, which
meets about a third of its power
demand through thermal projects,
has set a 2070 net-zero goal, which
includes more than doubling national
renewable capacity to 500 gigawatts.

Power consumption in India is
expected to rise as its economy
expands, requiring a 40% increase in
coal-fired capacity to more than 307
gigawatts by 2035, as per
government data,

With the upwards revision in the state's

coal-based power needs, Rajasthan's
power regulator has decided to
review its November decision
denying a permit for a new 3.200
MW coal power plant, according to a
document posted on the regulator's
website. The Rajasthan power utility
had asked the regulator to review its
decision, according to a separate
document reviewed by Reuters.The
company said additional coal
capacity was needed because solar
and wind energy was not available
round the clock and battery storage
systems were not yet ready. The state
gets about 70% of its power from
renewable sources.The state utility
did not respond to Reuters request for
comment.Several other states are
also accelerating coal power
procurement, citing strong demand
and the need for reliable, baseload
generation,

Local crimes, central control make Delhi unsafe

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi Police recently carried out
an exercise named Operation Gang Bust
claiming they have arrested over 500
criminals. How does that help crime
scenario in the national capital,

The crimes which occupy bold spaces
like the murder of a Residents Welfare
Association woman president in chief
minister Rekha Gupta’s
constituency is typical example of
policing having gone wrong at local
levelDelhi’s constitutional status as
a Union Territory with an assembly
has long produced a governance
inconsistency, Citizens elect a
government with expectations of
safety, order and responsive
administration, yet some critical
levers of authority like policing
remain outside the control of that
government.

The result is a blurred accountability
structure where power and responsibility
are misaligned, and where failures in law
and order often fall into an institutional
no-man’s land. Under the current

arrangement, public order and police are
vested with the Centre through the MHA,
while the elected government is left to
manage the consequences like public
anger, political fallout and a crisis of
confidence.

This structural disconnect is

increasingly visible in Delhi’s everyday
crime scenario. To be clear, Delhi today

is not facing any extraordinary security
emergency. There is no surge of terror
activity or insurgent violence that
demands exclusive, centralised
micromanagement.

The city instead is grappling with

crimes that are local, familiar and deeply
personal like murders, extortion,
neighbourhood disputes turning violent,
and intimidation of community leaders,
These are precisely the kinds of offences
that require intimate local intelligence,
sustained beat policing and swift
accountability at the district level.

The murder in Shalimar Marg is

illustrative of what has gone wrong.

Such a crime is not just an individual
tragedy; it is a warning signal of
eroding community safety. It reflects

4 failures in preventive policing,

intelligence gathering and grievance
redressal. Such failures that
accumulate over time culminate in a
crime most foul like murder.
Unfortunately when such an incident
occurs, the chain of accountability
instead of tightening it scatters.For the
Delhi Police, administrative control
ultimately lies with the Centre. A grave
local crime may not ring alarm bells in
the distant corridors of North Block or
Sewa Sadan with the same urgency it
would in the Delhi Secretariat.

salary slip, and no ID card. His proof of
employment is limited to a uniform and a
series of selfies the app demands at pickup
points, delivery locations, and random
checkpoints. Miss one, and deactivation
follows. “How do I prove to anyone that I
work for this company?” Only the app
knows because they ask us to send a selfie
afterreaching the location,” he said.
Waiting is also labour
Late-night deliveries bring a different kind
of fear. Ali said that thieves often stop
him, demanding money. He has narrowly
escaped several times. “Standing on the
road at night is also work. But nobody
pays for waiting,” he said.Customers
cancel orders midway. Addresses change.
Complaints are filed casually. Each
incident pushes workers closer to penalties or
suspension. There is no hearing, no
explanation. The client, he said, is treated as
infallible.

Delhi spends Rs 231 crore to tap
hill rain in Yamuna, but not a drop

(Agency)

Twenty-nine years ago, the governments of
Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
for tapping monsoon flows in the Renukaji,
Kishau, and Lakhwar dams to ease Delhi’s water
shortage. However, till today the plan remains on
paper, with no work started to direct the flows to
the Yamuna and its tributaries.The status of the
project i1s confounding since the Delhi
government has already paid Rs 230.73 crore for
the three dams. Officials estimate the three
reservoirs could meet the capital’s drinking water
needs for the next 25 years.

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)
has flagged the delay in a recent Delhi Jal Board
(DIB) audit, noting despite their status as projects
of national importance, construction has not yet
begun owing to pending approvals from the
Upper Yamuna River Board and the National
Green Tribunal.

“In order to utilise the flow of the river during
monsoon, an MoU was signed (November 1994)
by the basin States to build two dams on Yamuna
River, one at Renukaji in Himachal Pradesh and
another at Kishau in Uttarakhand. Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) made payment of Rs 230.73 crore for
construction of Renukaji dam (Rs 214.84 crore),
Kishau dam (Rs 8.10 crore) and another dam at
Lakhwar (Rs 7.79 crore) to HP and Uttarakhand
(UK) Governments (March 2022).

These projects were declared as projects of
national importance. However, work on Renuka
dam, Lakhwar and Kishau dams was under
planning and approval stage with the Upper
Yamuna River Commission (UYRC). The
possibility of augmentation of raw water
availability from Yamuna River in the near future
is thus remote,” the CAG noted.

Once completed, the Lakhwar dam can supply
around 135 MGD to Delhi. The Renukaji and
Kishau projects could add another 275 MGD and
372 MGD respectively, helping stabilise
environmental flow in the river and reducing
dependence on seasonal inflows,

HP, Uttarakhand dams can help capital
create reserves for emergency usage

The Kishau multipurpose project, planned on
the Tons river, a major Yamuna tributary,
envisages a 236-metre-high dam with a live
storage capacity of 1,324 million cubic metres.
The project has faced prolonged delays due to
inter-state disputes and financial challenges.

Three Delhi metro phase IV corridors get funding from govt

New Delhi.(Agency)

Aiming to expedite the capital’s Metro
network, the Delhi government has
released its share of funds for the
remaining three corridors of Phase IV of
the Delhi Metro Rail Transit System
(MRTS). Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on
Sunday said these projects will
significantly improve Metro connectivity
across the capital and further strengthen

Delhi’s public transport system.

She said the new corridors will provide
safe, convenient and time-efficient travel
for commuters, reduce dependence on
private vehicles and play a key role in
controlling pollution. The three corridors
are expected to be completed within four
years.The three Phase-IV Metro
corridors will have a combined length of
47.225 kilometres and are estimated to
cost nearly Rs 14,630.80 crore. Of this,
the government will contribute Rs

3,386.18 crore, officials said.

The first corridor will run from Lajpat
Nagar to Saket G-Block and will be 8.385
kilometres long. It will have eight
elevated Metro stations. The second

corridor, from Inderlok to Indraprastha, through Lajpat Nagar, Andrews Ganj,
will be 12.377 kilometres long and will Greater Kailash-1, Chirag Delhi, Pushp
include ten stations—one elevated and Bhawan, Saket District Centre and Pushp
nine underground. These two corridors Vihar.
have been placed under a combined The Inderlok—Indraprastha corridor

financial framework
with a total project cost
of '8,399.81 crore, of ™
which the Delhi
government’s share will
be '1,987.86 crore, the
officials said.

The third and longest
corridor will connect
Rithala to Kundli,
extending Metro
connectivity to
neighbouring Haryana.
This 26.463-kilometre-
long corridor will have
21 stations and 1is
estimated to cost

"6,230.99 crore. The Delhi government’s
share will be Rs 1,398.32 crore, while
'545.77 crore will be spent in Haryana.
Once operational, the Lajpat
Nagar—Saket G-Block corridor will pass

will connect Inderlok, Dayabasti, Sarai
Rohilla, Ajmal Khan Park, Jhandewalan,
Nabi Karim, New Delhi Railway Station,

Delhi Gate and Delhi
Stadium.

Secretariat-1G

The Rithala—Kundli corridor will serve

areas including Rohini sectors, Barwala,
Bawana Industrial Area, Narela, Sanoth
and Kundli, significantly improving
connectivity in north and northwest
Delhi.

Officials said the tendering

& process is underway and basic
. work has already begun on
some stretches. The
construction of these
§ corridors will reduce traffic
congestion, save commuters’
time and promote the use of
public transport, helping
Delhi move towards a cleaner
and more sustainable future.

DMRC rebuilds sub
station for Central Vista

The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation has completed
the relocation and
reconstruction of the Park
Street Electric Receiving Sub Station as
part of the Central Vista Project, ensuring
uninterrupted power supply to key Metro
corridors and support upcoming
infrastructure in the city.
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A Look At Prince Harry's
Legal Battles With British
Newspapers

United Kingdom. (Agency)

Prince Harry is to return to London this week for the
trial into his claims that a UK newspaper group
unlawfully gathered information, in the royal's last
case in his long-running crusade against the media.
The trial, expected to last up to nine weeks, is
scheduled to start at London's High Court on Monday.

Prince Harry has had a turbulent relationship with the
media and blames the press for the death of his mother
Princess Diana, killed in a Paris car crash in 1997 as
her car was pursued by paparazzi.

He and his wife Meghan stepped back from royal duties
in 2020 and relocated to California, in part blaming
relentless media attention.

Here is abreakdown of his legal cases:

Associated Newspapers

Harry along with musician Elton John, actor Elizabeth
Hurley and others are suing the publisher of the Daily
Mail and The Mail on Sunday newspapers alleging
breaches of privacy.They accuse the newspapers of
hiring private investigators, tapping phone calls and
impersonating individuals to get medical
information. Their lawyers said the events took place
between 1993 and 2011, but some took place as late as
2018.The firm denies the claims and the trial is set to
last nine weeks.Media law expert Mark Stephens told
AFP the central question was whether the newspapers
"truly stand apart from unlawful news gathering of
that era or were they simply never dragged into the
limelight" during earlier cases.In a separate case,
Harry sued Associated Newspapers for libel in 2022
over astory about a legal battle he was having with the
British government over his security arrangements.

The Mail on Sunday published an article suggesting
Harry, also known as the Duke of Sussex, had tried to
keep the legal challenge secret.The company argued
the piece did not cause "serious" reputational harm
and expressed an "honest opinion".

Harry lost the first part of the case and The Mail on
Sunday later said he had withdrawn the claim before it
went to trial.

News Group Newspapers

Harry settled his case against News Group Newspapers
-- part of Rupert Murdoch’s global media empire --
justbefore the trial was set to start in January last year.

CEO Of Iran's 2nd Largest
Telecom Firm Fired For
Failing To Block Internet

Iran. (Agency)

The chief executive of Irancell, Iran's second-largest
mobile phone operator, was dismissed for failing to
comply with the government's decision to shut down
the internet, the Fars news agency reported Sunday.

In an unprecedented move, Iran cut off all
communications on January § without warning, as
calls intensified for anti-government protests,
initially sparked by the economic crisis.Access to
the internet has been virtually impossible in Iran
since then, although restrictions began to ease
Sunday for some foreign websites, such as Google.

"Alireza Rafiei was removed from the position of CEO
of the company after about a year of activity," Fars
reported."Irancell disobeyed the orders of the
decision-making institutions in implementing the
announced policies regarding the restriction of
internet access in crisis situations," the agency said.

"The relevant institutions decided to dismiss the CEO
of Irancell, citing 'failure to comply with the
announced rules in crisis situations'," Fars added.

Iranian authorities have announced they are planning
torestore internet access "gradually”.

On Sunday morning in Tehran, AFP journalists were
able to access the global internet, although most
internet service providers remained blocked.The
reasons for the limited connectivity were not
immediately clear. Access to Google was restored on
Sunday "via all mobile phone lines and internet
service providers", according to state television.

Counter Of ‘Islamic NATO’
‘Mediterranean Quad’ Could
See India Join 3+1, Eyes On

Dubai . (Agency)

United Arab Emirates (UAE) President Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan will visit India today (January 19).
The trip comes at a time of turbulence across the
region. Concerns are rising over potential US attack
on Iran, while Saudi Arabia and the UAE are at odds
in Yemen. Pakistan is working with Turkey and
Riyadh to form a military alliance along the lines of
an Islamic NATO. It has raised strategic concerns for
India.According to Eurasian Times, Saudi Arabia and
Pakistan signed a defense pact last year. The
agreement ensures that any attack on one is
considered an attack on the other. Turkey could now
join this pact.Meanwhile, India and the UAE are
watching developments closely. Both countries may
explore new alliances to counterbalance this
emerging bloc.

ANew ‘QUAD’In The Making

Greece, Cyprus and Israel have formalised a trilateral
military cooperation plan. The agreement includes
joint exercises, unmanned systems, electronic
warfare training and sharing expertise on regional
stability. India has been invited to join this ‘3+1’
summit and strategic forum. New Delhi already
shares close ties with all three countries. The initiative
follows a trilateral summit and includes detailed
bilateral action plans. The plans points to a stronger
security coalition to address shared threats,
particularly as a strategic message toward Turkey.
India joining Israel, Greece and Cyprus could create a
powerful regional bloc.

Saudi, Pakistan And Turkey Alliance

The potential India-led Mediterranean Quad counters
the growing influence of the Saudi-Pakistan-Turkey
axis.

(BS investigative show '60 Minutes' airs Trump
deportations report a month after being pulled

World. (Agency)

60 Minutes” on Sunday aired its story about

Trump administration deportations that
was abruptly pulled from the
newsmagazine's lineup a month ago, a
move that had triggered an internal battle
about political pressure that spilled out into
the open.Correspondent Sharyn Alfonsi
made no reference to her dispute with CBS
News editor-in-chief Bari Weiss in the
story about deportees who had been sent to
El Salvador's notoriously harsh CECOT
prison. When the segment was struck from
the Dec. 21 episode on Weiss' orders,
Alfonsi told her “60 Minutes” colleagues
that it “was not an editorial decision, it was
a political one.”Weiss had argued that the
story did not sufficiently reflect the
administration's viewpoint or advance
reporting that had been done by other news
organizations earlier.The story shown
Sunday included no on-camera interviews
with Trump administration officials. But it
did include statements from the White
House and Department of Homeland
Security that were not part of what Alfonsi

had used before her story was pulled. Some
of statements, which were carried in full on
the “60 Minutes” website, were dated prior
to Dec. 21.“Since November, ‘60 Minutes’
has made several attempts to
interview key Trump administration
officials on camera about our story,”
Alfonsi said. “They declined our
requests.”Alfonsi did not
immediately return a message from
The Associated Press on Sunday. She
said in her email that the
administration’s refusal to consent to
on-camera interviews was a tactical
maneuver designed to kill the
story.CBS says it was always going
to air the pieceCBS News, in a
statement said, that its "leadership
has always been committed to airing
the 760 Minutes" CECOT piece as
soon as it was ready. Tonight, viewers
get to see it, along with other
important stories, all of which speak
to CBS News' independence and the power
of our storytelling.”Alfonsi's report was
the second of three on Sunday's show, with

the lead story being Cecilia Vega's report
from Minneapolis about ICE enforcement
efforts and the protests to its tactics.

The initial decision to sideline Alfonsi's

CECOT story became a flashpoint for
critics who said the appointment of Weiss,
founder of the Free Press website who had
no previous experience in television news,

represented an attempt by the network's
new corporate leadership to curry favor
with Trump.While pulled from the
broadcast in December, Alfonsi's original
story mistakenly became available
online. CBS News had fed a
version of the newsmagazine to
Global Television, a network that
airs “60 Minutes” in Canada,
which posted it on its website
before the last-minute switch
removing the piece.That enabled
sharp-eyed viewers to see what
Weiss had rejected, offering the
opportunity to compare it to what
“60 Minutes” eventually put on the
air.The body of the story was
unchanged. It included a brief clip
of President Donald Trump saying
the prison operators “don't play
games,” and one from White
House press secretary Karoline
Leavitt saying that “heinous
monsters, rapists, murderers, sexual
assaulters, predators who have no right to
be in this country” were sent there.

Billionaires 4,000 times more likely to hold
political office than ordinary people: Oxfam

DAVOS. (Agency)

As the rich and powerful from across the
world start filling snow-clad lanes here,
anew study said billionaires are 4,000
times more likely to hold any political
office than ordinary people, and their
wealth jumped three times faster in
2025 than the past-five-year average
toarecord high of USD 18.3 trillion.In
Indian currency, it translates to more
than Rs 1,660 lakh crore.

Hours before the 56th World Economic

Forum Annual Meeting 2026 begins
in this Swiss ski resort town, rights
group Oxfam International released
its own annual inequality report to
highlight that the ever-deepening
wealth divide was also sparking
dangerous political inequality.The
meeting is being attended by over
3,000 global leaders, including more
than 60 heads of state or government,
as part of an over 400-strong political
leadership presence in this small town
in the Alps.Oxfam International said
the billionaire wealth jumped by over

16 per cent in 2025, while it has
increased by 81 per cent since
2020."This comes as one in four pople
don't regularly have enough to eat, and
nearly half the world's population live

in poverty," it added.The report, titled
'Resisting the Rule of the Rich:
Protecting Freedom from Billionaire
Power', analysed how the super-rich
were securing political power to shape
the rules of our economies and
societies for their own gain and the
detriment of the rights and freedoms of

people around the world.Oxfam said
the surge in billionaire wealth
coincided with the US Trump
administration pursuing a pro-
billionaire agenda, as it has slashed
taxes for the super-rich,
undermined global efforts to tax
large corporations, reversed
attempts to address monopoly
power and contributed to the
growth of Al-related stocks that
have provided a boon to super-rich
investors worldwide. Trump is
among the top global leaders
attending the WEF
meeting.Oxfam said the Trump
presidency has sent a clear warning
sign to the rest of the world about
the power of the ultra-rich and the
rising oligarchy, which is undermining
societies worldwide rather than being
solely a US phenomenon.It said the
collective wealth of billionaires last
year surged by USD 2.5 trillion, almost
equivalent to the total wealth held by
the bottom half of humanity, or about
4.1 billion people.

Helps Economically Disadvantaged':
Oxfam Praises India's Quota In Politics

world. (Agency)
As it flagged billionaires usurping the
political landscape globally, rights
group Oxfam on Monday cited India's
reservation system as a
"compelling" example of progress
on how ordinary people can be
politically empowered.
In its annual inequality report

released here on the first day of the =
World Economic Forum Annual

Meeting, attended by rich and
powerful from across the world,
Oxfam International said
billionaires are 4,000 times more
likely to hold political office than
ordinary citizens.Making a case for
building 'the power of the many',
Oxfam said ordinary people become
powerful in a political system where
political, institutional, and social
conditions increase their capacity to
influence decision-making despite
structural inequality."This happens
when institutional inclusiveness,

political incentives for responsiveness,

collective organisation, effective
governance and ideological

commitments align."Non-state actors
such as CSOs, grassroots movements
and trade unions are natural allies of
states in building greater political

L Wo

engagement from under-represented
communities, and ensuring access for
all to meaningful participation in
policymaking," Oxfam said in the
report, titled 'Resisting the Rule of the
Rich: Protecting Freedom from
Billionaire Power’

It said there are some compelling
examples of progress on this crucial
issue."In India, for example, political
reservations (quotas) for Scheduled

Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other

marginalised groups create

opportunities for economically

disadvantaged and socially excluded
communities to gain legislative
representation and push
redistributive policies," Oxfam
said.India provides reservations for
SCs and STs, as well as a few other
sections, in legislatures, as per their
population, while it has recently
also announced 33 per cent for
women.

In addition to these categories, there
are reservations for other weaker
and marginalised groups as well in
education and government

jobs.Oxfam also cited the example of
Brazil's Participatory Budgeting that
emerged in the 1990s and saw
significant expansion during the
2000s.“Tts most prominent example
was the city of Porto Alegre, whose
experience became an international
reference in participatory democracy
by allowing citizens to directly decide
on portions of the municipal public
budget," Oxfam said.

Train collision in Spain
kills 21, injures dozens

MADRID. (Agency)

Spain on Monday reeled from a collision between two
high-speed trains in the southern region of Andalusia
that killed 21 people and injured more than 70, with
the prime minister lamenting a "night of deep pain".

The disaster struck on Sunday evening when a service
travelling from Malaga to Madrid derailed near
Adamuz, crossing onto the other track where it
crashed into an oncoming train, which also derailed,
Spain's Adifrail network operator posted on X.

A police spokesperson told AFP 21 people had died.
Antonio Sanz, the top emergencies official in
Andalusia, told a press conference that at least 73
people had been injured."The situation is likely to see
the death toll increase," he said, adding that "a very
complicated night awaits us".Transport Minister
Oscar Puente told reporters that 30 people were
rushed to hospital in serious condition, adding that all
the injured had been evacuated to receive care.The
disaster took place on a straight part of the track,
which was completely renovated, Puente said, adding

that the first train to derail was "practically new",
making the accident "extremely strange".

Rail operator Iryo said around 300 people were on board
its Malaga-Madrid service.The hundreds of
passengers left in the wreckage hampered the frantic
work of emergency services."The problem is that the
carriages are twisted, so the metal is twisted with the
people inside," Francisco Carmona, head of
firefighters in Cordoba, told public broadcaster RTVE.

"We have even had to remove a dead person to be able to
reach someone alive. Itis hard, tricky work," he added.

Some of the carriages had tumbled down an
embankment of four metres, Sanz said at his press
conference.

Ahorror movie'

A passenger on the second train, bound for the city of
Huelva, who gave only her first name Montse, told
Spanish public television the train, "with a jolt, came
to a complete stop, and everything went dark".She
described being thrown around in the last carriage and
seeing luggage tumble on other passengers.

China's economy grows 5% in 2025, buoyed
by strong exports despite Trump's tariffs

HONG KONG. (Agency)

China's economy expanded at a 5% annual

pace in 2025, buoyed by strong exports
despite U.S. President Donald Trump's
tariffs. However, growth slowed to a 4.5%
rate in the last quarter of the year, the
government said Monday. That was the
slowest quarterly growth since late 2022
when China was beginning to loosen
stringent COVID-19 pandemic
restrictions. The economy, the world’s
second largest, grew at a 4.8% annual pace
in the previous quarter.China’s leaders
have been trying to spur faster growth after
a slump in the property market and
disruptions from the pandemic rippled
through the economy.

As expected, annual growth last year was in

line with the government’s official target
for an expansion of “around 5%.”Strong
exports helped to compensate for weak
consumer spending and business
investment, contributing to a record trade
surplus of $1.2 trillion.“The key question is

how long this engine of growth can remain

the primary driver,” Lynn Song, chief
economist for Greater China at Dutch

bank ING wrote in a recent note.Chinese

exports to the U.S. suffered after President

Donald Trump returned to office early last

year and began raising tariffs. But that

decline was offset by shipments to the rest

of the world. Soaring imports of Chinese

goods are leading some other

governments to take action to protect local

industries, in some cases raising import
duties.“Should more economies also start
ramping up tariffs on China, as Mexico has
done and the E.U. has threatened to do,
eventually, a tighter squeeze will be seen,”
said Song.

China’s leaders have repeatedly highlighted

boosting domestic demand as a policy
focus, but their effects have so far been
limited. A trade-in program for drivers to
replace older cars with more energy-
efficient models, for example, has been
losing steam in recent

.\|?'

months.“Stabilization, not necessarily
recovery, of the domestic property market
is key to revive public confidence and,
hence household consumption and private
investment growth,” said Chi Lo, senior
market strategist for Asia Pacific at BNP
Paribas Asset Management.China has also
provided trade-in subsidies for home
appliances such as refrigerators, washing
machines and TVs. While major consumer
stimulus policies in 2025 -- including such
subsidies -- are set to continue in 2026,
they may be scaled back, Weiheng Chen,
global investment strategist at J.P. Morgan

Private Bank, said in arecent note.
Investments in artificial intelligence and
other advanced technologies remain a
key priority for China’s ruling
Communist Party as it moves to boost
self-reliance and rival the U.S.
Meanwhile, many ordinary Chinese and
small businesses are struggling with
tough times and troubling uncertainty
over jobs and incomes.Liu Fengyun, a
53-year-old noodle restaurant owner in a
small county in southwestern China’s
Guizhou province, said business has
become very difficult these days. Some of
her customers told her that “money is hard
to earn now” and “making breakfast at
home is cheaper.”People all say, ‘The
overall environment is not good right now
— what more can you expect? People don’t
have money anymore. Nothing is easy to do
now,”” Liu said.Some economists and
analysts believe China’s actual economic
growth in 2025 was slower than official
data suggest.
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Usain Bolt hints at return
from retirement to play

cricket at LA 2028 Olympics

New Delhi. (Agency)

Jamaican sprinting legend Usain Bolt has
expressed his desire to return to the Olympic
Games in Los Angeles in 2028, this time with
ambitions of participating in cricket. The
sport is set to make its much-anticipated
return to the Olympics after a 128-year
absence, taking centre stage at the LA28
Games, scheduled to run from 12 to 29 July
2028.As cricket prepares for its comeback at
the quadrennial event, Bolt has revealed his
enthusiasm to represent his country with a bat
and ball. Growing up in the cricket-mad
Caribbean, Bolt was originally an aspiring
fast bowler before he went on to become the
most recognisable sprinter the world has ever
seen.Cricket was, in fact, Bolt’s first sporting
love before he was encouraged to try his hand
at track and field by his cricket coach during
his high school years. That decision
ultimately changed the course of sporting

history, but Bolt has never hidden his
affection for the game.Speaking to Esquire
magazine, Bolt joked that he would be more
than willing to answer the call should
Jamaican cricket authorities reach out to
him.“T am happily retired from professional
sport. I haven’t played cricket in a long time,
but if they call, I will be ready! [Laughs],”
Bolt told Esquire.Bolt is widely regarded as
the greatest sprinter of all time, boasting an
extraordinary record of eight Olympic gold
medals and 11 World Championship gold
medals. He retired from athletics in 2017 as
the most decorated sprinter in history, having
swept the 100 metres and 200 metres titles at
three consecutive Olympic Games — Beijing
2008, London 2012 and Rio 2016.Bolt was
also named the brand ambassador of the T20
World Cup 2024, which was held in the USA
and West Indies. He also played friendly
cricket match in India back in 2014 alongside
Yuvraj Singh and Harbhajan Singh. Bolt
continues to hold the world records in both
the 100 metres (9.58 seconds) and the 200
metres (19.19 seconds), which he set at the
2009 World Championships in Berlin —
marks that remain untouched more than a
decade later.

Walkout, 94th-minute
winner: Senegal snatch
AFCON title from Morocco
in chaotic Final

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

There was drama and chaos in the African
Cup Of Nations final on Sunday, January 18
as Senegal walked off the field in protestata
penalty being awarded against them before
returning to the field and beating hosts
Morocco in extra-time to claim the title.

Midfielder Papa Gueye netted the winner in
the 94th minute after Real Madrid
midfielder Brahim Diaz squandered the
chance to win the title for Morocco by
missing a last-gasp penalty after a delay in
the game was caused by the Senegal team
walking off the field HOW THE DRAMA
UNFOLDED INAFCON FINAL

The chaos erupted in the 92nd minute when
Senegal thought they had scored, only for
the referee to disallow the goal for a foul
inside the Morocco box.But there was more
drama to follow when Diaz was deemed to

have pulled down to the ground by El Hadji
Malick Diouf and Morocco was awarded a
penalty.Officials and players were seen
going at each other as referee Jean-Jacques
Ndala consulted with VAR and gave the
spotkick. This caused Senegal coach Pape
Bouna Thiaw to order his players to walk
off the pitch.The Senegal players made it
back to the field only after being convinced
by captain Sadio Mane and the game
continued almost after 20 minutes.

But the advantage was with Morocco as the
penalty was still standing and Diaz stepped
up. However, the madness of the night was
set to continue as the midfielder attempted a
panenka kick and Edouard Mendy easily
saved his effort.The game looked destined
to go to penalties but Gueye had other ideas
to complete the fairytale for Senegal. In the
94th minute, he stepped up with a solo effort
and then a thunderous shot to send the fans
into ecstasy.

lronwoman in a man's world: India's
Renee Noronha aims to rewrite history

«In an exclusive chat with India
Today, India's youngest female
Ironman athlete, Renee Noronha,
opens up about her world record
aspirations and making a
positive change for women in
endurance sports.

New Delhi. (Agency)

When you talk to Renee Noronha you almost

feel a sense of calmness around her. The
athlete, who recently turned 20 years old,
speaks with such poise that you tend to easily
forget that she is the youngest Indian woman
to complete an Ironman challenge when she
was 18 years and 49 days.When talking to
India Today exclusively, Renee said that she
is a family person off the track and loves
spending time with her dog, Sky. A 'Swiftie'

at heart, she says attending a Taylor Swift
concert was a dream come true moment for
her.When I'm not training or I'm not racing, |
love spending time with my family. And I
enjoy taking my dog, Sky, for walks. I love
playing with him, and I also like listening to
music. [ listen to a lot of Taylor Swift. And I
also attended a concert, and that was like one
big moment. It was like a dream come true,
and listening to her perform, it was
amazing,” said Renee.But don't be fooled by
her smile and calmness. When she is on the
track, Renee never fails to deliver and is
always looking to better herself and beat her
own timings.Having completed Ironman
New Zealand in 2024 and Hamburg last
year, Renee's goal is not just to smash a
world record but a make a change and inspire

more women to enter into the world of

triathlons.

Gymnastics to Triathlons

For Renee, the start wasn't actually with
running, swimming or even cycling. It was
actually with gymnastics. The 20-year-old
said she was a livewire as a kid and her
parents decided it was best to channel her
energy in gymnastics."] was always a very

active kid. I was constantly doing cartwheels
and running around the house. So my parents
decided to put me into gymnastics class, and
[ did that for 10 years," said Renee.But when
she was 16, the female Ironman athlete felt
she could do more and actually push her
limits."At the age of 16, I felt I could do

ICC tells Bangladesh to play T20 World
Cup in India or be replaced: Sources

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

“The International Cricket Council has
warned Bangladesh Cricket Board to either
play in India or risk getting replaced by a
lower-ranked team in the T20 World Cup.
Sources have told India Today that ICC has
given Bangladesh time until January 21 to
take a call, beyond which the global cricket
body will look to replace Bangladesh.

The ultimatum from the ICC comes a day
after Bangladesh proposed a radical idea,
urging the global body to switch their group
in the T20 World Cup so that they can avoid
playing in India. The BCB made this stance
public, following their meeting with the
ICC delegation, which travelled to
Bangladesh to discuss the ongoing T20
World Cup crisis.At the heart of the dispute
is Bangladesh's refusal — so far — to play its
scheduled group-stage matches in India,
even though the 2026 Men's T20 World
Cup is officially co-hosted by India and Sri
Lanka from February 7 to March 8§,
2026.Bangladesh's fixtures, as released by
the ICC in November, place them in a

Like Nadal on clay: Meet An Se Young,
the badminton star impossible to beat

New Delhi. (Agency)

Ratchanok Intanon was asked following the
women's singles semi-final at the India
Open on Saturday. She paused. A slow,
knowing smile spread across her face — a
look that spoke louder than any tactical
breakdown.One of the world's most
versatile shot-makers and a former World
No. 1, Ratchanok found herself unable to
answer the most haunting question on the
badminton tour. Her 11-21, 7-21
dismantling was her 13th defeat in 14
meetings against the reigning Olympic
champion, An Se-young.While the 30-year-
old Ratchanok-a legend in her own right-
conceded she needs more speed to survive,
even the youth and power of World No. 2
Wang Zhi-yi offered no resistance. In
Sunday's final, the Chinese star was blown
away in a mere 43 minutes, falling 13-21,
11-21. It extended An's dominance over her
primary rival to 10-0 since the start of
2025.She is stable at the net and she is fast.
She is strong, she is comprehensively good
in every aspect,” Wang admitted. "She has
been one of the strongest opponents for me."

group whose matches are slated for Indian
venues — Kolkata (Eden Gardens) and
Mumbai (Wankhede Stadium).The BCB
has publicly framed its position as a
security-driven decision, insisting it does
not want the team travelling to India for the
tournament.The ICC, however, has

ACODENOBODY HAS CRACKED

signalled it is not inclined to rewrite the
tournament plan at short notice. Sources
said ICC sees no grounds to relocate those
matches. The stalemate has intensified
because the tournament is only weeks away,
forcing the ICC into direct talks with the
BCB to avoid a precedent-setting crisis.

realm of the sport's immortals. She has
carried that momentum into 2026,
sweeping the Malaysia Open and
defending her New Delhi crown on
January 18-her sixth consecutive title.

In the stands on Sunday, the atmosphere
was telling. Among the Korean
contingent, there were no frayed nerves
or desperate cheers-only a quiet, clinical
certainty. They watched not with the
anxiety of fans, but with the detachment
of observers witnessing the inevitable.

more. I wanted to try something different,
and that's when I started running. I loved
running, and [ always felt I could do more,
and that's when I started swimming and
cycling, and I met my coach, and decided that
[ want to do an Ironman. And then in 2024, 1
did my first [ronman," said Renee.While she
made the transition sound so easy, it was far
from it. The 20-year-old admitted that before
she started her swim in Ironman New
Zealand, there was a bit of nerves as the
weather conditions weren't ideal.”So, before
starting the swim. I was a little scared
because it was my first time participating in
an Ironman challenge. But the swim, it went
well, and the biking as well, despite the
strong headwinds and the harsh weather
conditions. Nothing can really prepare you
for race day, cause you, you can't predict
what the weather will be like.""A few days
before the race, it was nice and sunny, and
then on the day of the race, there was like an
actual hailstorm, and it was raining. But,
during those moments, you just need to trust
your training and just keep moving so you
keep yourself motivated throughout the
wholerace,” said Renee.

Tata Steel Masters:
Praggnanandhaa goes down
again, Gukesh held by Foreest

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Defending champion R Praggnanandhaa lost his

second game in as many days, going down to
Nodirbek Abdusattorov of Uzbekistan, even as
D Gukesh was held to a draw by the
Netherlands' Jorden van Foreest in the Tata
Steel Masters Chess here.Having been at the
top of his game for a major part of 2025,
Praggnanandhaa seems to be running low on
steam as a drawn endgame turned into a painful
loss against the Uzbek on Sunday.With no
points to show after the first two games,
Praggnanandhaa is at the bottom of the table
and will have to make a strong comeback in the
remaining 11 rounds in order to pose a
challenge.Meanwhile world champion Gukesh
was held to a draw by van Foreest in another
hard-fought game. Gukesh took his tally to one
point following his second draw.

After defeating Praggnanandhaa in the opener,
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Arjun Erigaisi tried to make a foray against
Thai Dai Van Nguyen of Czech Republic but
eventually did not succeed in breaking the
fortress.The top seeded Indian however
remained in joint lead on 1.5 points in the
company of Hans Moke Niemann of the United
States and Abdusattorov.

The fourth Indian in the fray Aravindh

Chithambaram played out a draw with Yagiz
Kaan Erdogmus of Turkey to also take his tally
to one point out of a possible two.With three
players in front, as many as nine are in closed
pursuit a half point behind with local star Anish
Giri on 13th spot on a half point just ahead of

Over the last 14 months, the badminton world

has been searching for a glitch in the South
Korean's matrix. None exists. The 23-year-
old, instantly recognisable by her
trademark headband, is dubbed 'Rambo.’
She may lack the rugged physique of the
cinematic icon, but once she crosses the
service line, she is a one-woman demolition
crew.The numbers are staggering. In 2025,
An Se-young won 73 matches and lost only
four. Her 11 titles equalled Kento Momota's
all-time record for a single season, while
her 94.8% win rate vaulted her into the

LEAGUE OF ONE
In elite sport, top-tier clashes usually imply

parity. When Carlos Alcaraz and Jannik
Sinner meet on a tennis court, the world
prepares for a marathon. Yet, a final
between the World No. 1 and No. 2 in
badminton now feels like a mismatch. An
Se-young isn't just leading the pack; she is
light-years ahead.She has perfected a
terrifying alchemy of defence, offence, and
court coverage. Her footwork allows her to
retrieve the "impossible" while remaining
eerily composed.

Praggnanandhaa.lt was a Queen's Gmabit
declined by Praggnanandhaa and it did not
seem he had any trouble equalising with the
black pieces. Nodirbek waited for the position
to open up and went a pawn ahead in the rook
and pawns endgame after the Indian erred on
his 31st move.However, there were still huge
technicalities and the experts believed that the
endgame should have been a
draw.Praggnanandhaa could not really find the
way to equalise and had to surrender on his 60th
turn. Arjun also employed the Queen's gambit
and suffered a little in the early stages of the
middle game.

Rohit-Kohli in Tests, Jadeja in ODIs: Career-
killers New Zealand strike again

INDORE. (Agency)

This loss will sting,” former India cricketer
Aakash Chopra said after India surrendered
their three-match ODI series against New
Zealand on Sunday, January 18. Playing at
the Holkar Stadium in Indore, Shubman
Gill’s India failed to chase down 338, losing
the decider by 41 runs and, with it, the series
2-1, against what was effectively a B-string
New Zealand side.

The scoreline hurt. But perhaps, the context
hurt more.This is the second time in the last
year and a half that New Zealand have
handed India a sharp reality check. In 2024,
Tom Latham’s side walked into India’s
backyard and whitewashed them 3-0 in
Tests, scripting a first in New Zealand cricket
history. That defeat had consequences. It
fast-tracked a transition that Indian cricket
had been delaying — Rohit Sharma, Virat
Kohli and Ravichandran Ashwin exited the
Test setup soon after.That series loss forced
India to confront uncomfortable truths in
red-ball cricket. Fourteen months later, New
Zealand have done it again, this time in the

ODI format. Michael Bracewell’s
side may not have arrived with their
biggest names, but they left with
the same effect: by raising some
uncomfortable questions.If history
is anything to go by, a home series
defeat in Indian cricket rarely stays
confined to the boundary ropes.
Murmurs begin quietly before
turning into agenda items in
selection meetings and review
panels. This loss will be no
different. Perhaps even more so,
because India do not play another
ODI for the next five months —
time enough for introspection to
harden into decisions. With the road
to the 2027 ODI World Cup beginning to take
shape, the spotlight will inevitably turn to the
senior players first. Transitions, in Indian
cricket, are rarely democratic.But who
exactly will pay the price?

Career Killers New Zealand Strike Again

Virat Kohli appears secure for now, having
reinvented his batting tempo over the last

three months and adapting to the demands of
modern ODI cricket. Rohit Sharma, though,
may not escape scrutiny as easily. Against an
inexperienced New Zealand attack, he got
starts but failed to convert them into the kind
of defining innings his reputation demands.
There will be those who argue that this was a
one-off — after all, Rohit had productive
series against South Africa and Australia in

2025 — but doubt has a way of
lingering.

Only three players in India’s ODI
squad are above the age of 36.
With Kohli largely insulated and
Rohit still backed by recent
performances, attention is likely to
settle on Ravindra
Jadeja.“Ravindra Jadeja is a point
of concern. It is simply not
happening for him. This loss will
sting,” Chopra said on his
YouTube channel.The numbers
back up that discomfort. Jadeja
went wicketless across the entire
series — the first time since 2017
that he has failed to take a wicket

in three consecutive ODIs. With the bat, the

returns were no better. On Sunday, in what
could only be described as a brain-fade
moment, Jadeja threw his wicket away when

Kohli needed him to simply hold one end.

Harshit Rana, a lower-order batter by role,

ended the series with a stronger batting

impression.
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Sara

Reveals Vijay Deverakonda Is Her Favourite Telugu Actg

ara Arjun rose to stardom with her
performance in Ranveer Singh’s Dhurandhar.

The actress is currently basking in the success
as the film continues to run strong at the box office.
However, amid this, she is also busy with the shoot
of other films too. Recently, her film Euphoria
trailer was released, and Sara Arjun revealed the
one star who truly inspires her — Vijay

Deverakonda.At the recent trailer launch of

Euphoria, Sara Arjun was asked which actor she
admires the most and her reply grabbed attention.
She mentioned that Vijay Deverakonda is her most
admired and favourite star.

SaraArjun’s work

She explained that while she wanted to stick to her
original plan, two films — Euphoria and Magic —
stood out immediately. According to her, “These
were stories that I felt needed to be told in our
society, stories that could spark conversations and
reflection. So beyond the hunger of an actor to

Nora

ratehn :

Reacts To Alleged Bhushan Kumar Affair
Amid Dating Rumours With Achraf Hakimi

peculation surrounding actor-dancer Nora Fatehi and T-Series head

Bhushan Kumar has once again found its way back into online

discourse. The rumours, which date back to 2022, had alleged that
Bhushan was involved in an affair with Nora despite being married to
filmmaker Divya Khosla Kumar. At the time, film critic Umair Sandhu had
claimed that the alleged relationship had been ongoing for nearly two years
and that Divya was aware of it. Parallel rumours of a separation between
Bhushan and Divyaalso surfaced but were later dismissed by the couple.

Old Reddit Comment Triggers Fresh Buzz

The controversy has been reignited after a TikTok influencer resurfaced a
three-year-old Reddit thread discussing the alleged affair. The thread went
viral once again when users noticed a comment from Nora herself, in

i which she reacted with a brief*“Wow" followed by a laughing emoji.

. A screenshot T
pf the
comment
was shared
on Reddit
with the
caption
referencin
g Nora’s
reaction to
a TikTok
discussing
the alleged
relationshi
p. The post
quickly drew mixed reactions. While some users found the response
amusing, others questioned why the actor would react to an old rumour,
with one comment reading, “Why even comment? Now it’ll just bring
more attention."

Whao Is Nora Fatehi Reportedly Dating Now?

Amid the renewed speculation, Nora has also found herself linked to
Moroccan football star Achraf Hakimi. Dating rumours gained traction
after Hakimi liked one of Nora’s social media posts, followed by the actor
being spotted in Morocco.Fuel was added to the speculation when Nora
shared pictures from the country during the Africa Cup of Nations, posing
in a red jacket, white crop top, and jeans. While neither has confirmed the
relationship, online chatter has continued to grow.

About Achraf Hakimi

Achraf Hakimi is a professional footballer who plays for Paris Saint-

Germain as well as the Moroccan national team. Known for his explosive

pace and attacking strength as a right-back, Hakimi has previously

gepresented clubs like Real Madrid and Inter Milan, winning several
pmestic and international titles.

Arjun

perform, I felt, on a human level, a deep urge to be
part of bringing these narratives to the screen."
Sara added that the themes explored in both films
felt especially important for young people today.
“For today’s youth, which I am a part of, [ feel
these themes are not just relevant but essential.
That is why we chose to do these films first and
then continue with my plan of pursuing further
studies in acting abroad."But the timeline moved %
quickly. While appearing for her &8
Class 12 board exams, Sara signed &
Magic. Soon after completing school, &
Euphoria followed. Both ]JlO_]CLiS,-
she noted, revolve around%®
emotionally demanding teenage &8
characters and helped her evolve as a7,
performer.During the shoot
Euphoria, she balanced packe
schedules across cities. Wh1t§
shooting for ‘Euphoria’, 1 fle
overnight after pack-up to meet
Aditya Dhar Sir the next morning and
then returned the same day to resume
shooting. It ended up being a really
fun day."
Vijay Deverakonda’s work
Vijay Deverakonda sparked fresh excitement among
fans as he officially announced his next film,
Rowdy Janardhana. It features Keerthy Suresh as
the female lead. Sharing the first promo on
Instagram, the actor revealed the film’s release
timeline with the caption, “The Biography of a
Wounded man. in 1 year. #RowdylJanardhana
December 2026." The promo is packed with gritty
action and violent imagery, hinting at a dark. raw & &
narrative. ;

Farah Khan Reacts In Shock As
Cook Dilip Says He Uses Her BMW

For Travel

’/// \\\ r

food, fun and unfiltered moments, but it’s her

cook Dilip who often ends up stealing the show.
The filmmaker’s latest vlog delivered another
laugh-out-loud moment when Dilip casually
revealed that he travels around using Farah’s BMW,
leaving her both shocked and amused.In the recent
episode, Farah visited the Mumbai home of Bigg
Boss 19 contestant Pranit More along with Dilip.
While the trio cooked and chatted about Pranit’s
journey into stand-up comedy, the conversation took
an unexpected turn when Pranit’s father broughtup a
luxury car spotted in one of Farah’s earlier vidcos.

Reacting to the question, Farah laughed it off and
clarified that Dilip still commutes on a two-wheeler.
She then turned to Dilip to confirm whether he had
actually bought a car of his own. That’s when Dilip
dropped the bombshell, saying, “Aapka BMW wala
hain na (Your BMW is there)!"

The room erupted in laughter as Pranit joked that Dilip
must be telling everyone back in his village that the
BMW belongs to him. The surprise didn’t end there.
Pranit’s father added that he had once seen Dilip
travelling in the car with a driver, prompting a
stunned Farah to react, “Driver bhi tha? Ubed and ye
dono kaha ghum raha tha Lonavala mein (With the
driver? Ubed and him are going around with my car
but where)?"

Dilip could only giggle at the remark, choosing not to
explain further.Dilip has become a recurring star in
Farah’s vlogs over time. In an earlier video, he spoke
about starting his career in Delhi with a salary of just
2300, before landing a job at Farah’s home for

I "uah Khan’s YouTube vlogs are known for

Z20,000. Farah later revealed that his earnings have
grown substantially and that he also receives
additional income or a share from their YouTube
content.

The filmmaker has also expanded her content with
Dilip beyond the kitchen. She recently launched a
travel vlog series featuring him, which included his
first-ever international trip to the Maldives. His
growing popularity has even led to brand
endorsements, with Dilip appearing in
advertisements alongside Shah Rukh Khan and
Kiara Advani for Myntra, as well as campaigns for
Flipkart and other brands.

Akshay Kumar And Twinkle Khanna
Go Paragliding On Their 25th
Wedding Anniversary

NS ¥

kshay Kumar and Twinkle Khanna are

celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary.

Earlier today, the *Jolly LLB 3" actor shared
a humorous yet sweet post to wish his wife on this
special occasion. Now, Twinkle Khanna has shared
a sneak-peek into how they celebrated their
wedding anniversary. The couple spent an
adventurous day and went paragliding together! In
her caption, Twinkle summed up their relationship
and joked that they ‘literally’ encourage each other
to fly.

Akshay Kumar And Twinkle Khanna’s 25th
Wedding Anniversary

On Saturday evening, Twinkle Khanna shared a
video on Instagram that shows her and Akshay
Kumar enjoying a paragliding adventure. In the
clip, Akshay can be heard asking Twinkle if she is
sure about jumping as she gets strapped into the
harness. Even though she seems nervous initially,
she replies, “Yes. All because of you." She then
takes the leap and soars through the air while
Akshay happily records the moment. The video
then shows Akshay getting ready for his turn, with
Twinkle asking ifhe’s nervous before he takes off.

In her caption, Twinkle Khanna wrote, *“The best part
of our marriage? We always encourage each other
to fly. Sometimes literally, like today! Here’s to 25
years of love, support and jumping off mountains
(@akshaykumar." Soon after she shared the post,
Bobby Deol, Malaika Arora, Namrata Shirodkar
and many others wished them a happy wedding
anniversary.

Akshay Kumar’s Post For Twinkle Khanna

Meanwhile, in his post, Akshay Kumar recalled his
mother-in-law Dimple Kapadia’s helpful warning
for him as he was getting married to Twinkle
Khanna.

He revealed Dimple told him to get ready to laugh in
the most weird situations. “When we got married
this day in 2001, her mother had said ‘Beta, get
ready to burst out laughing in the most weird
situations because she’ll do exactly that’.25 years
and I know ki meri mother-in-law kabhi jhooth nahi
bolti hai... her daughter refuses to even walk
straight... she prefers to dance through life instead
(sic)," he wrote.
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