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Growth plan: Capex,
jobs, social spend

Domestic and international observers acknowledge
India’s medium-term economic prospects. FY27
is shaping up to be one of the strongest years for
economic activity since FY19, at least according
to high-frequency data. Policy actions during
FY26 have driven this momentum and laid a
foundation for growth.An illustration is public
capital expenditure. After a slowdown in FY25,
government capex rebounded in FY26. Year-to-
date, capital expenditure is 25 percent higher than
the period last year, while revenue expenditure has
grown by less than 2 percent. This divergence
highlights the government’s preference for
investment-led growth, prioritising projects with
financial returns, such as urban mobility,
highways, airports, shipyards, and port
infrastructure. The expansion of operational metro
rail networks, the pace of highway construction,
capacity additions at airports, and improvements
in turnaround times at major seaports are
documented.In contrast, revenue
expenditure—comprising subsidies and welfare
spending—has been restrained. While such
spending delivers societal returns, these benefits
materialise over a longer horizon. For now, the
government prioritises the creation of return-
generating assets to revive economic momentum,
even ifearly gains accrue unevenly across sections
of the population.It’s a bet. India’s growth strategy
needs a ‘dual engine’ approach—capex for
immediate momentum, social investment for
long-term inclusivity. The external environment
and India’s capital supply make this challenging.
Elevated interest rates and interest payments could
burden the exchequer, manifesting in vicious
cycles that impact growth. Yet this shift may be
pragmatic, but only if it is paired with an
assurance. Societal and developmental
expenditure must scale up once global conditions
stabilise and fiscal space improves for a
government operating under a perennial deficit.
There is a risk of entrenching a K-shaped growth
trajectory. Large sections of the
population—particularly in Aspirational Districts
and parts of eastern India—may remain excluded
from the gains of growth.A comparative
assessment of macroeconomic indicators over the
past year underscores the economy’s resilience.
Retail inflation has declined by 390 basis points,
driven by a correction in food prices, which have
fallen by over 1,000 basis points since December
2024. This moderation has not come at the expense
of farm incomes, as prices had risen from an
exceptionally high base; annualised price growth
for farm output has remained buoyant at 5 percent
or higher.Urban consumption sentiment has
staged a recovery after a prolonged slowdown.
The downturn began even before the pandemic in
2019. The Reserve Bank of India’s Consumer
Confidence Index—which captures households’
willingness to spend—is now at a six-year high.
This improvement is reflected in indicators of
discretionary spending, such as passenger vehicle
sales. Demand for entry-level cars has revived,
and Bollywood box-office collections have
reached a three-year high so far in
FY26.Consumption remains a pillar of India’s
growth model, accounting for 60 percent of the
national income. India’s domestic consumption
base has historically acted as an economic ‘iron
dome’ during global stress. This resilience was
seen during the Asian Financial Crisis, the Global
Financial Crisis or the taper tantrum. That buffer
appears active again, even as global trade
dynamics shift. The blemish in an otherwise
resilient macro backdrop has been the
depreciation of the Indian rupee against the US
dollar, This has occurred despite record-high
foreign exchange reserves and a comfortable
current account position. At this point,
geopolitical considerations seem to drive the
rupee’s weakness more than economic
fundamentals.

THE customary image follows a set pattern

The meaning of Mumbar’s vote for BJP

The city that voted for stability should now demand fulfilment of its aspiration

MUMBATI’s municipal elections were held four years late,

That delay, amounting to constitutional breach, says
much about Indian democracy. India’s richest
municipality was kept in administrative suspension,
without elected representatives and without
consequences, indicating a deeper comfort with
democratic deferral. Remember that constitutional self-
government at the third tier is not optional. The BJP has
improved its seat tally compared to 2017 and emerged as
the largest party, aided by the split in the Shiv Sena that
had once anchored the alliance. Across Maharashtra, the
BJP-led alliance has dominated civic bodies, winning
most municipal corporations where elections were held.

Yet Mumbai’s result refuses to yield a single neat political

interpretation. That is because Mumbai is not merely a
city, but more like a city state. Its budget dwarfs
those of many Indian states, and its economic
weight is large enough to become a meaningful
share of national output and taxes. It is India’s |
financial capital, Bollywood’s stage, the country’s
biggest labour magnet, a playground for creative
artistes and hence a cultural engine whose
pluralism and a cosmopolitan nature are as
valuable as its money.And yet this Maximum City
is embarrassed by minimum accountability. Its
governance is famously complex, a “spaghetti
bowl” of agencies like the BMC (civic body),
MMRDA (regional planning), BEST (transport),
MHADA (housing), SRA (slum rehab), MSRDC,
railways and more, each with partial
responsibility, overlapping jurisdiction and
carefully designed escape routes from blame.
Planning is separated from execution, transport
from land use, housing from connectivity, and
accountability from everything. When the city fails, no
single institution can be held answerable. The electoral
contest for the BMC was about control over patronage,
planning, land, permissions, contracts and the right o
shape India’s most valuable urban geography.There is a
striking paradox. Mumbai generates extraordinary
wealth, and yet its residents experience extraordinary
fragility. Mumbai’s real estate is as valuable as gold, and
a gateway to power. Yet an enormous share of the
population lives in slums with minimal civic promises
fulfilled. In the same city that hosts the country’s richest
households and its most expensive square foot, ordinary
life is spent navigating broken footpaths, overcrowded
trains, unreliable drainage and the annual monsoon
lottery of whether water will enter your home.This is
why Mumbai’s ambitions have often collapsed.
Consider the great promise made in 2006 when the then
Prime Minister announced an ambitious plan to turn

Mumbai into an international financial centre (IFC).
Mumbai had the financial institutions, the human
capital, the depth of markets and the global visibility.

If any Indian city could compete with Singapore, Dubai,

Hong Kong or London in financial services, it had to be
Mumbai. Plans were drafted, committees were formed.
reports were published, and the story was told with
conviction. Two decades later, Mumbai is still not an
international financial centre. It remains India’s

financial capital — a domestic title — but the global
destination status never arrived. The [FC plan did not fail
because of lack of bankers, entrepreneurs, lawyers or
capital. Mumbai failed because it lacked what global
cities require: coherent governance and high-quality
infrastructure delivered at scale. This is where Gujarat’s

GIFT City managed to steal a march — not because it
possessed Mumbai’s cultural or market depth, but
because it offered policy alignment, friendly regulation,
fiscal incentives and administrative push from the top.
Mumbai remained trapped in the politics of discretion.

Mumbai’s financial autonomy is limited since even the

property tax rates are determined by the state
government. The impressive coastal road project needed
funding from the Centre or other sources. The metro
network depends much on an external purse.
Mumbaikars, apart from their financial orphanhood,
also pay a hidden tax, which is in terms of numerous
permissions, forbuilding, redevelopment or utilities.

The compliance cost is unpredictable, and consumes time.

The delays impose a cost and become translated as
higher real estate prices and eventually worsen
inequality. There is a strange and perpetually large
mismatch between excess stock of luxury supply and
unmet demand for affordable housing. A few years ago,

Bouquet culture: All-pervasive ritual needs a recall

it was reported that Mumbai had an inventory of more

than two lakh unsold flats. The issue of affordable housing

was hardly headlined in the manifestos. Nor was flood
control, solid waste management or road repair. The

BMC elections brought freebie theatre to civic polls.

Manifestos promised rebates, concessions, free bus rides

and cash transfers, with no mention of from where the

finances would come. In this competitive welfarism, the
voters are treated as beneficiaries rather than citizens who

have rights. Civic accountability cannot be replaced by a

relationship of gratitude from beneficiaries. The

government closest to people’s lives is the civic
administration, but civic politics is behaving like state
politics.The mandate for a triple engine again, like in

2017, signals that voters have chosen stability in a
fragmented field, and remain committed to
cosmopolitanism. The Opposition failed to
offer a credible civic vision beyond anti-
incumbency. The bogey of a threat to Marathi
Asmita did not work. But the deeper message
is that Mumbai has started voting with low
expectations. The city has become habituated
to dysfunction, not outraged by it. This is a
dangerous normalisation.

Mumbai’s central problem is not only who
rules; it is what powers the city-government
actually has. Indian public finance and
governance still treat cities as administrative
appendages of state governments, not as
economic engines that require autonomy,
capacity and long-horizon planning. The
Chief Minister holding the urban
development portfolio has become

predictable precisely because that department controls

the golden goose: land, permissions, development
control, and the levers through which politics can
monetise urban growth.

If Mumbai is serious about being a world-class city, it needs

structural change. It needs single-point accountability for
metropolitan outcomes; de-fragmentation of agencies;
fiscal autonomy that does not reduce the municipality to
an accountant at someone else’s mercy; a predictable
rule-of-law permissions regime; and a civic compact that
treats public goods as non-negotiable. Most importantly,
itneeds citizens who do not outsource disappointment.

Mumbai has always been a city that contains multitudes:

dreams and despair, wealth and vulnerability, glamour
and grime, cosmopolitanism and cruelty. But it cannot
remain, indefinitely, a city that funds the nation while
failing itself. Mumbai voted for stability. But now it must
demand fulfilment of its aspiration. The city of dreams
canno longer afford the governance of drift.

The Tribune Editorial: Wasteful expenditure becomes an established norm, with no questions asked. It also sends a message of misplaced priorities.

— a Chief Minister calling on a Central
minister with an impressive bouquet of
flowers or a rich state-specific art or craft
item. Any visiting dignitary, too, is
bombarded with offerings. There is logic
in the argument that these are tokens of
respect and that such gestures matter.
What's problematic is how the culture of
indulgence percolates down the line.
Government funds are similarly put to use
at just about every meeting or event, even
ironically if the purpose of the discussion
is shortage of funds and seeking additional
financial help. At public functions, the
stage is filled with a tasteless display.
Huge amounts are spent on gaudy
souvenirs and unnecessary takeaways.
Wasteful expenditure then becomes an
established norm, with no questions asked.
It also sends a message of misplaced priorities — that

-AI— ﬂ‘x ¢
money is never an issue for governments, where and how
to spend it certainly is.The unending love for flowers —

even if at public expense — is
heartwarming, but why is a warm
greeting not enough? If the uplifting
presence of flowers helps in arriving at
decisions that can uplift the lot of the
swarming millions, the practice should
be passionately followed. If it helps in
having a more civilised political
discourse, absolutely go for it. There is
no evidence to support these claims. It’s
not simply a call for austerity and
putting an end to meaningless rituals.
It’s a plea for a more responsible and
measured way of functioning.

A bouquet represents warmth and hope
on behalf of the people, but it’s been
reduced to a mandatory
accompaniment and handout meant for
the camera. It’s sadly now a metaphor
for lazy and costly government habits

that serve little purpose. May better sense prevail.

RIP Angel Chakma. More stories from the North-East

B As a visual and installation storyteller, Dhiraj’s powerful work is an attempt to address his pain.

News from across India and the world has overwhelmed
the media— and an incident from December has quietly
vanished from the headlines. Barely a month back, a
young man from Tripura, Angel Chakma died as a result
of wounds he suffered during an attack by thugs in
Dehradun, putting the focus back on the discrimination
that many from the North-East continue to face
whenever they step out of their safe spaces, be itat home
or in the areas where they now happen to live.Yet, in this
short space of time — the Trumpian threat to Greenland,
a Canadian Premier building a strategic partnership
with China, the strange spectacle of the legal struggle of
stray dogs in India and one of their own, the peace dog
Aloka trotting with Buddhist monks in the US — all
these incidents have taken over the front pages,
headlines and social media reels that inform and define
us these days.But apart from the angry and anguished
calls for justice, the rage that pours from newspaper
columns and studio discussions, which seem to have
limited impact on people going about their daily lives
(not to speak of governments), there are different
responses shared by people from the region on a daily
basis.Many of them have either embedded themselves
in other states and also are seen or heard on a regular
basis. They are visible because they are good at what
they do in their chosen professions.They include
teachers and sportspersons, singers and artists, chefs,
actors, film directors and writers. | think of two here
who are making a mark. They don't have to self-
advertise or hit the streets, because their chosen works
are statements in themselves.I met Dhiraj Rabha for the
first time last year. He's a young installation artist from
Assam's Goalpara district, just 30, with a smiling
countenance and a relaxed air. Behind that exterior, lies
a complex story, rooted in a troubled past that is

reflective of the challenges that Assam itself faced in the
1990s and 2002. In the past years, Dhiraj has made a
mark at Goa's Serendipity Festival, in the Bengal
Biennale, in an intense workshop held in Guwahati on a
boat on the Brahmaputra and on land.

Most recently, we met at the Kochi Biennale which draws
artists from across the world, not just India or South
Asia, over a three-month period. Lakhs of visitors
including artists, art connoisseurs and tourists, meet,
mingle and share experiences as they converse and
learn from each other.Dhiraj's father Dhananjay Rabha
was a member of the United Liberation Front of Asom
(ULFA), the group that espoused separation from India
and was subsequently banned by the Central
government.After 14 years or so in ULFA, with both
his children having been born in exile, Dhananjay
returned in a wave of surrenders by former rebels. He
and his family were given space in a camp set up in
rural Goalpara. They never received any financial
compensation and it is the only home that Dhiraj has
known and which has shaped his life and thinking.

Most of his experiences that have translated into art have
been influenced both by the suffering that his mother,
Kaushalya, went through and the 25 years that he's
been based in the camp. She was the one who fled from
home to home, from one hiding space to another,
protecting her small children when the security forces
came hunting for them.Dhiraj says, with a gentle laugh,
that his elder sister is affectionately called Army buri
(old woman) because she was born during such a time of
flight and fear. Their living place is simply known
locally as the SULFA (Surrendered ULFA) camp.

On a whim, Dhiraj, who was always interested in
drawing, applied at the Santiniketan in West Bengal and
got admission to a four-year undergraduate course

followed by two years in a master's programme.

He made friends, honed in-born talent and learned new
skills. As he developed the idea of an installation based
on his life experience, he decided to hold the first
exhibition in the camp among the people who were his
neighbours and friends.People from the village, who
often wondered what lay behind those walls, and former

camp inmates came to watch. The audience was
captivated, deeply moved. In the early years, he says,
there were some 400 people in that camp, today there
are barely four families.

As he researched the project, poetically called The Quiet

Weight of Shadows, he extensively interviewed former
militants to understand their lives and found that their
stories were a resistance to and a contradiction of
imposed narratives by the State and the establishment

media. “Many left to join (ULFA) at the time out of
emotion, they had no idea about the ideology, they left
because others were going and risking their lives, they
had no political convictions,” he remarked,
acknowledging that those who took up arms “at times
went out of control.”As a visual and installation

storyteller, Dhiraj's powerful work is not just a
reflection on the past but a multi-layered effort
to address the trauma of those times. A field of
glowing, speaking, carnivorous flowers shares
history and underlines the point that
revolutions and states devour their own while a
broken and burnt house could be
representative of the loss of memory and the
harm.

“1 wanted to collect stories, 1 did not try to
apportion blame or say what is right and wrong
— there are enough people doing that.” He is
now thinking about a new project — he does
not want to be stuck with a “ULFA™ artist tag

and is looking at how greedy corporate and
political forces have cast covetous eyes on the
rich natural resources (especially minerals) of
the North-East.

Others too are making different statements.

In Goa, there's Monalisa Baruah and her husband
Saurav, whose restaurant Soul Chef — which

serves North-East cuisine — has been a runaway hit for

over a decade.Through nuanced and, at times, spicy
entrees and dishes that include black sesame chicken,

the beloved masor tenga (Assamese sour fish in a

tomato gravy), the smoked pork with bamboo shoots,

the savoury Shillong pork noodles and the aromatic joha

rice of Assam, Monalisa has brought the region on a

platter to Goa.
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THE PHETON NEWS
Rupee slides past 91 per US dollar; What is driving the fall

GEOPOLITICAL AND TARIFF
TENSIONSRenewed tensions between

We are on the cusp of @
historic trade agreement: EU
President on FTA with India

depends heavily on imported TheReserve BankofIndia(RBI)hastakena

measured approach to the currency

commodities, and the combination of

The sharp slide came as glohal

New Delhi.(Agency)

European Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen confirmed that India and the EU are moving
towards the conclusion of the Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) negotiations soon and called it a ‘historic trade
agreement’.During her address at the World
Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos on Tuesday, the
European Commission President said, “The next
weekend, I will travel to India. There's still work to
do, but we are on the cusp of a historic trade
agreement, indeed some call it the mother of all
deals- one that would create a market of 2 billion
people, accounting for almost a quarter of global
GDP.”’India officially began its negotiations for an
FTA with the EU back in 2007. However, due to
significant differences over market access, tariffs,
and regulatory frameworks, the talks were
suspended in 2013.Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal has called the FTA as the ‘mother of all deal’
recently. “I have done seven deals so far- all with
developed economies. This one will be the mother of
all,” Goyal said during a media briefing last week.
India and EU are likely to conclude their long-
pending FTA talks at the 16th India—EU Summit in
New Delhi, as negotiations move into the final phase
after nearly 18 years.President Ursula von der Leyen
and President of the European Council Antonio
Costa will be visiting India from January 25 to 27 as
chief guests at the Republic Day celebrations.
During the visit, leaders from both sides will hold
summit-level discussions with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. A formal signing of the trade pact is
expected around January 26-27.Currently, the EU
accounts for more than 17% of India’s total share of
exports in 2024-25, with total exports touching
$75.85 billion. However, the imports from the EU
stood at $60.68 billion in the same year. While both
sides have confirmed the conclusion of the deal at the
earliest, sensitive sectors of both India and the
European Union have been kept out of the deal, the
Ministry of Commerce has said. Once finalised, this
FTA will be India’s largest trade deal — as Indian
exporters will have access to 27 countries in the EU.

Markets Open Lower Qver
Weak Global Cues, Fl
Selling; Sensex Down 168
Points

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Indian benchmark indices continued their losses
on Wednesday, tracking persistent global risk-off
sentiment, continued foreign fund outflows and
mixed earnings cues.As of 9.30 am, the Sensex lost
168 points, or 0.20 per cent to reach 82,012 and the
Nifty declined 28 points, or 0.11 per cent to
25,204.Main broadcap indices performed in line with
benchmark indices, with the Nifty Midcap 100 losing
0.18 per cent, and the Nifty Smallcap 100 easing 0.11
per cent.Sectorally, indices were trading mixed, with
Nifty metal and pharma being the notable gainers --
up 0.83 per cent and 0.86 per cent, respectively. IT
and chemicals were among major losers, down 0.81
per centand 1.21 per cent, respectively.

Immediate support lies at 25,050-25,100 zone, while
resistance is now anchored near 25,350-25,400
zone, market watchers said.US President Donald
Trump threatened to impose 200 per cent tariffs on
French wine and Champagne, said Vikram Kasat,
Head Advisory, PL Capital. Analysts said the stock
selloff in US markets amid Trump's renewed
Greenland-related threats makes sense if investors
are adopting a risk-off approach."If investors were
simply moving to safer assets, bond prices would
have increased. Instead, they also fell on Tuesday,
sending yields to their highest value since August,"
Kasat pointed out.Greenland Prime Minister Jens-
Frederik Nielsen on Tuesday asked residents to start
preparing for a possible military invasion from the
US, however adding that such a scenario is unlikely.

Another analyst noted that if the threatened tariffs
come into effect, Europe could retaliate leading to a
trade war negatively impacting global trade,
resulting in further selling in stock markets.

Our refineries are robust!':
India can process
Venezuelean crude oil when
available; here's what 10CL
chairman said

New Delhi.(Agency)

Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOCL) said that the
country's refineries are capable of processing
Venezuelan crude if supplies resume. "If at all things
start settling down, if at all a lot of crude starts
coming out of Venezuela, then can't we import oil
from Venezuela?" he said.The executive further
added that the company, used to process
Venezuelean crude a decade back and can do so
again. "Venezuelan crude earlier when it was
available, like 10 years back or eight years back
when it used to be there in the market," Sahney said
at the World Economic Forum (WEF) in
Davos.Speaking about the capabilities of the
refineries, the chairman highlighted that they are
strong and can process the supplies. "So our
refineries are varied, our refineries are robust. They
can process in an admixed manner, but we can
process Venezuelan crude if and when it is made
available."The remarks follow the US’s capture of
outsted Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro in a
military operation and an agreement to send 50
million barrels of oil, worth $5.2 billion, to the
interim Venezuelan government.Sahney also
highlighted India’s favourable economic and energy
landscape. "India is growing at a phenomenal rate,
and everybody is interested in talking about doing
business with India," he said. Commenting on global
crude prices, he noted, "Crude has been trading in the
range of $60-65 per barrel over the past several
months. For the better part of the last six months,
they were at $60 or below.

uncertainty rose once again.
Investors worldwide have
been shifting money toward
safer assets, which has
strengthened the US dollar
and put pressure on emerging

market currencies.

—_—
New Delhi.(Agency)

The rupee weakened sharply on Wednesday,

the United States and Europe, along with
concerns surrounding trade and
geopolitical developments, have pushed
global markets into a risk-off
mood.Analysts say this shift has been a
major driver in the rupee’s fall,
especially as global equity
markets weaken and investors
seek the safety of the
dollar.Foreign investor
behaviour has also played a
significant role. Persistent
outflows from Indian equities
and bonds have reduced dollar
supply in the domestic market,

higher global prices and a weakening
rupee has encouraged companies to hedge
aggressively.This hedging behaviour
increases dollar purchases, which puts
additional strain on the local currency.

movement. Market participants believe

the central bank has been intervening

occasionally through state-run banks to

prevent disorderly volatility but has

allowed the rupee to adjust to global
conditions.Rather than defending a
particular level, the RBI appears
comfortable with a gradual, flow-
led depreciation. Economists say the
central bank may step in more
forcefully only if speculative attacks
or panic-driven moves begin to
emerge.

WHAT RUPEE'S FALL MEANS
FORYOU

GOLD SURGES

COMEX gold traded near 4,840 dollars

Indian state-owned refiner Bharat

slipping beyond 91 per US dollar and
touching fresh record lows in early trade.
The currency briefly hit 91.38 before
stabilising slightly, but the move signalled
deepening stress in global and domestic
financial markets. The sharp slide came as
global uncertainty rose once again.
Investors worldwide have been shifting
money toward safer assets, which has
strengthened the US dollar and put
pressure on emerging market currencies.

pushing the rupee lower.

FII SELLING BACK TO
HAUNT

After record foreign selling
through 2025, outflows have
continued in early 2026,
keeping the currency on the
back foot. When foreign funds
pull money out, they typically

convert rupees into dollars, and this

Traders say importers have been far more

A rupee beyond 91 per dollar carries
consequences for the broader
economy. Higher import costs could
show up in fuel, electronics, and
industrial inputs, which may
eventually feed into
inflation.Overseas travel and
foreign education become more
expensive, while currency weakness

can add to volatility in stock markets.

process increases demand for the US
currency.Strong demand for dollars from
importers has added more pressure. India

active than exporters, reflecting concerns

Exporters, on the other hand, may benefit

that the rupee may weaken further.
RBIMONITORING SITUATION

from the improved value of foreign
earnings.

Gold at record highs, silver inching closer to India remains top investment
Rs 3.5 lakh: Should you buy now

New Delhi.(Agency)

Gold and silver extended their blistering

rally on Wednesday, with gold inching
toward Rs 1.6 lakh on MCX and silver
pushing closer to Rs 3.5 lakh. The surge

In India, the rupee’s fall beyond 91 per

dollar has intensified the rally. MCX
gold continues to hold above the Rs
1,49,300 to Rs 1,50,300 support zone,
with buyers stepping in at every dip.

has left investors wondering whether According to Ponmudi, a breakout above

this is the moment to buy or the
moment to hold back.A mix of global
uncertainty, rising geopolitical tension
and a sharply weaker rupee has turned
bullion into the market’s preferred safe
haven, triggering aggressive buying
across the board. &
TOWARD NEW

RECORDS

after hitting a lifetime high of 4,849
dollars earlier in the day. Analysts say
the trend remains decisively bullish,
supported by safe-haven demand and
strong technical momentum.Ponmudi
R, CEO of Enrich Money, said gold is
comfortably trading above all major
support zones, including the rising
channel and the 20-day EMA near
4,769 dollars. He believes the next big
trigger is clear.A sustained move above
4,900 dollars can quickly propel prices
toward 5,000 to 5,050 dollars,” he said.

SILVER'S RALLY LOOKS

Rs 1,58,000 to Rs 1,59,000 could open
the path toward Rs 1,62,000 to Rs
1,65,000 in the near term.

EVEN
MORE POWERFUL

Silver has been matching gold’s pace

and, at times, outshining it. On
COMEX, the metal is consolidating
between 92.57 and 95.73 dollars, but
the breakout above the crucial 90 to 92
dollar zone remains intact.Ponmudi
said silver’s strength is supported by

both investment demand and powerful

industrial drivers. Solar panels, EV

batteries, electronics and Al-linked
hardware are all pushing consumption

higher.He said a breakout above 95.73

t0 96.50 dollars could lift silver to 99 to

100 dollars, with long-term

potential toward 110 to 120

dollars in 2026.0n MCX, silver is

inching closer to the Rs 3.5 lakh
level. The 20-day EMA near Rs

3,17,000 continues to act as

reliable support, and sustained

trade above Rs 3,26,000 keeps the
uptrend strong. Near-term targets

lie at Rs 3,30,000 to Rs 3,32,000,

with scope for an extension

toward Rs 3,35,000 to Rs
3,50,000.Ponmudi said any dip toward
Rs 3,15,000 to Rs 3,13,000 should be
viewed as a high-conviction
accumulation opportunity.

SO,SHOULD YOUBUYNOW?

Gold and silver are rising because the
world is unsettled.Geopolitical
tensions are rising, global markets are
shaky, major currencies are volatile and
central banks continue to accumulate
bullion.

BPCL leads push to lock in long-term
Middle East crude oil purchases

Kolkata.(Agency)

Petroleum Corp. is seeking to lock in
long-term Middle East crude
purchases, in the latest sign that the
world’s third-largest oil importer is
edging back toward traditional
suppliers and away from a heavy
reliance on cheap Russian cargoes.
BPCL, as the company is known, has
issued tenders for three grades — Abu
Dhabi’s Murban, Iraqi Basrah and
Oman crude — for delivery from April
to March 2027, according to traders
familiar with the contracts. That’s on
top of a purchase agreement signed last
year with Iraq for 2026, and is above
levels seen in recent years, they said,
asking not to be named due to the
sensitivity of the matter.
BPCL did not respond to a request for

comment.

The oil market has kept a close eye on

India’s buying activity over recent
months, as US sanctions on major
Russian producers including Lukoil
PJSC and consistent pressure from the
Trump administration force refiners to
begin weaning themselves off
Moscow’s discounted crude. In
contrast to changes in spot purchases,
which can be opportunistic, year-long
agreements point to a longer-term
commitment.New Delhi officials have
now been walking a geopolitical
tightrope for months, balancing the
country’s long-standing relationship
with Russia with the reality of political
and economic pressure from the US,
which imposed punitive tariffs on
Indian imports last year. A trade deal
with Washington remains elusive.In
one indication of increased government

attention, the oil ministry’s planning
and analysis unit asked refiners last
month to furnish details of their imports
from Russia and US on a weekly basis.
They cited directions from the Prime
Minister’s office, according to people
familiar with the matter. But major
refiners are edging back to traditional
suppliers. Reliance Industries Ltd. has
been active in the Middle Eastern spot
market, buying grades including Qatar
Land and Al-Shaheen earlier this
month, the traders said.“We have had
the situation when suddenly the
sanctions came in, and we had to cut
back,” Srinivas Tuttagunta, chief
operating officer of Reliance’s refining
and trading business, said on an
earnings call last week. He added the
company could approach national oil
companies for alternative supply
without disrupting the spot market.

bet despite global volatility:
Ananya Birla

New Delhi.(Agency)

India remains the most attractive market for long-
term investors despite global uncertainty and
short-term volatility, said Ananya Birla, Director
at the Aditya Birla Group, on the sidelines of the
annual meeting of the World Economic Forum
2026 in Davos.“Whoever is a long-term investor
across the world, I think India is the market to be,”
she said in a conversation with Siddharth Zarabi -
Editor, Business Today.“We have the highest
working population, we are among the fastest-
growing economies, and from a long-term point
of view, India is the place to invest.”Speaking
about the global business environment, Ananya
Birla said artificial intelligence is changing the
way companies operate at a rapid pace.She said
while Al is improving productivity, businesses
are still trying to fully understand how the
technology will reshape industries and
workforces.“Al is really transforming things
quite rapidly and we don’t quite know how the
landscape may change,” she said, adding that
companies must be careful about how they
deploy technology.According to her, the focus
should be on using Al to improve human
efficiency rather than making jobs redundant.

She pointed out that this issue is especially
important for countries like India, where
employment and workforce participation are
critical to economic stability. There is a moral
dilemma when it comes to AI. We want to make
sure we increase productivity and not create fear
around jobs or impact the middle class,” she said.

Ananya Birla also spoke about the growing
importance of global integration. With the Aditya
Birla Group operating across 41 countries and
trading in nearly 80 markets, she said managing
global capital flows and supply chains has
become more important than ever.

Around 41% of the group’s operations are outside
India, underlining the need for stable global trade
frameworks.On trade disruptions and tariffs,
including higher duties on Indian exports to the
US, she said short-term volatility remains a
challenge. However, she added that long-term
investors continue to back India due to its scale,
growth and demographic strength.She also
highlighted the role of infrastructure, inclusion
and workforce readiness in India’s growth
journey.From formal banking inclusion to
infrastructure development across sectors such as
real estate, she said policy support and execution
will be key as India works towards its long-term
development goals.

Wall Street sinks as Trump threatens 8
European countries with tariffs over Greenland

The S&P 500 fell 143.15
points, or 2.1%, t0 6,796.86.
It is the steepest drop for
the benchmark index since
October.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Stocks slumped on Wall Street Tuesday after

President Donald Trump threatened to hit
eight European countries with new tariffs
as tensions escalate over his attempts to
assert American control over Greenland.

The losses were widespread, with nearly

every sector losing ground. Major indexes
in the U.S. extended losses from last week
in what has been a wobbly start to the year.

The S&P 500 fell 143.15 points, or 2.1%, to

6,796.86. It is the steepest drop for the
benchmark index since October.The Dow
Jones Industrial Average fell 870.74

one of the most valuable companies in the
world, plunged 4.4%. Apple fell
3.5%.Retailers, banks and industrial
companies also fell sharply. Lowe's fell
3.3%, JPMorgan Chase fell 3.1%, and
Caterpillar lost 2.5%.European markets
and markets in Asia fell. Long-term bond
yields in Japan rose to record levels on
concerns over the government's fiscal
policy, adding to anxiety in global
markets. Trump's trade policy has roiled
markets since the start of his second term.
Stocks have sold off on the threat of steep
tariffs, then rallied when Trump delays or
cancels a tariff, or negotiates a lower rate.

Trump said Saturday that he would charge a

10% import tax starting in February on
goods from Denmark, Norway, Sweden,
France, Germany, the United Kingdom,
the Netherlands and Finland. The annual
combined imports from European Union
nations are greater than those from the top
two biggest individual importers into the
U.S., Mexico and China.

points, or 1.8%, to 48,488.59. The Nasdaq Gold prices surged 3.7% and silver prices

composite fell 561.07 points, or 2.4%, to
22,954.32.Technology stocks were the
heaviest weights on the market. Nvidia,

soared 6.9%. Such assets are often
considered safe havens in times of
geopolitical turmoil. The trade tensions

apparently short-circuited arecentrally in Trump linked his aggressive stance on
bitcoin. The cryptocurrency rose above
$96,000 late last week but has dropped
back to around $89,700.

Treasury yields were mixed in the bond
market. The yield on the 10-year Treasury

rose t0 4.29% from 4.23% late Friday. The
yield on the two-year Treasury held steady
at 3.60% from late Friday.Companies that
focus on consumer staples held up better
than most of the market. Colgate-
Palmolive rose 1.1% and Campbell's rose
1.5%.The price of U.S. crude oil rose
1.5% to $60.34 per barrel. The price of
Brent crude, the international standard,
rose 1.5% to $64.92.

Greenland to last year's decision not to
award him the Nobel Peace Prize, telling
Norway's prime minister that he no longer
felt "an obligation to think purely of
Peace," in a text message released
Monday. Trump's message to Jonas
Gabhr Stere appeared to ratchet up a
standoff between Washington and
its closest allies over his threats to
take over Greenland, a self-
governing territory of NATO
member Denmark. Trump's threats
have sparked outrage and a flurry
of diplomatic activity across
Europe, as leaders consider
possible countermeasures,
including retaliatory tariffs and the
first-ever use of the European
Union's anti-coercion instrument.

The trade and political conflict with Europe

is heating up just as world leaders meet at
the World Economic Forum annual
meeting in Davos, Switzerland this week.
Wedbush Securities analyst Dan Ives said
the new tariff threat "is clearly an
overhang on the conference," but that it
would likely simmer over time.
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Kitna sukhaoge Sukhna Lake ko? Supreme
Court's sharp words during Aravalli hearing

While hearing the
Aravalli Hills case,

the Supreme Court

raised the issue of

illegal construction

to flag the condition
of Chandigarh's
Sukhna Lake, one of
the city's iconic

mafia.

tourist hotspots.

Air Force's microlight aircraft
crashes in UP during training sortie,
pilots safe

New Delhi.(Agency)

An Indian Air Force (IAF) microlight aircraft crashed in
Uttar Pradesh’s Prayagraj on Tuesday during a routine
training sortie. Both pilots on board ejected safely and
were later recovered, the Air Force said. The crash occurred
during a routine flying exercise. No civilian casualties or
damage to property on the ground were reported. Videos
from the site show the aircraft’s wreckage scattered across

the ground, with some

parts still on fire.

Another clip appears to

capture the pilots
. ¢jecting safely.

b"‘ .7 K‘. e The cause of the crash
a1 A |
=™~ Y

is yet to be ascertained.
" The Air Force has

ordered a court of

inquiry to determine

the circumstances
' leading to the
incident.The accident
comes amid a series of
recent [AF training
- mishaps. In November
last year, a Pilatus PC-7
" basic trainer aircraft
crashed near
Tambaram in Chennai
during a routine
training mission, with the pilot ejecting safely.

In another incident in March last year, an IAF Jaguar
fighter jet crashed near Panchkula in Haryana due to a
technical malfunction; the pilot steered the aircraft away
from populated areas before ejecting safely.

Delhi govt to refab Zakhira,

Seelampur flyovers

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi government has cleared three major
projects concerning busy city flyovers. On Tuesday, it
approved a new flyover on Pankha Road in the
Janakpuri area and ordered comprehensive repair of
Zakhira and Seelampur flyovers, both of which are
critical, high-load structures.

Public Works Department (PWD) Minister Parvesh
Sahib Singh said the approvals reflect the government’s
balanced infrastructure strategy by creating new
capacity where congestion is growing, while
undertaking scientific and technology-driven repairs of
ageing flyovers.To address persistent traffic congestion
in west Delhi, the government has approved the
engagement of a consultant to conduct a feasibility
study and prepare a detailed project report for the
proposed flyover on Pankha Road from DESU Colony
to D-Block of Janakpuri.

The project report will examine traffic volume, road
geometry, land availability, engineering feasibility, and
future mobility requirements in the area.

“We are planning ahead where congestion is rising.
Janakpuri needs a permanent, well-designed solution,
and this is the first step towards that,” Singh
said.Alongside, the department has sanctioned "20.18
crore for the repair and rehabilitation of Zakhira flyover,
which is one of Delhi’s busiest passages for traffic
moving towards Rohtak in Haryana. This flyover the
Anand Parbat area, which lies on its eastern side, is a
waterlogging-prone location. Due to its proximity with
an industrial area, this flyover carries heavy traffic and
has faced structural stress over the years. The new plan
will fix these issues, the PWD said.

The approved works will include repair of spalled and
honeycomb concrete, replacement of expansion joints,
replacement of elastomeric bearings, and strengthening
of girders using carbon fibre wrapping.

The government has also approved '17.85 crore for
repair and rehabilitation of Seelampur flyover, a vital
arterial structure in east Delhi.

“Delhi’s flyovers must be safe not just today, but for
decades ahead. That i1s why we are using modern
engineering technologies, enforcing strict timelines and
fixing accountability at every level,” Singh said.

"Kitna sukhaoge Sukna Lake ko (How much
will you dry up Sukhna Lake) due to
connivance of state officials, builder mafia
is operating... You have damaged the lake
completely," the CJI-led bench said.

The rain-fed Sukhna Lake,
Chandigarh's iconic tourist hotspots, has
long been plagued by dipping water levels.
In fact, the lake has become a far cry from

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Supreme Court on Wednesday
expressed concerns over the drying up of
Chandigarh's iconic Sukhna Lake to raise
the issue of illegal construction while
hearing the Aravalli Hills case. While
warning the Haryana government against
repeating past mistakes, a Supreme Court
bench led by Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant said the Sukhna Lake had been
"completely damaged" due to the
connivance of officials and the builder

one of
Supreme

while it w
definition

the picturesque water body that used to
attract thousands of people every day.The

Court's sharp remarks came
as hearing the case on the new
of the Aravalli range. Amid

widespread outrage over the new
definition, the court paused its own order
last year and set up an expert committee
(CEC) to undertake an exhaustive
examination of the issue.

Won't Cancel Any Flights Under New

Rules: IndiGo Tells Aviation Regulator

New Delhi.(Agency)
Low-cost carrier IndiGo has informed
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) that it does not
plan to cancel any flights after
February 10, the date from which the
airline has to implement the new
flight duty time limitation (FDTL)
rules, as it now has the required
number of pilots.The DGCA had
deferred the implementation of the
FDTL rules for IndiGo on
December 6, amid the chaotic
disruption of flights that had left
passengers stranded at airports
across the country due to an acute
shortage of pilots.The airline had
been given time till February 10 to
restore normalcy in its
operations. DGCA officials held a
meeting with the IndiGo
management on Monday, during
which the airline claimed it had an

“adequate”™ number of pilots on its
rolls to meet operational
requirements under the new FDTL
rules, which provide for more rest
time to pilots.

The IndiGo management said that it

would need 2,280 captains by
February 10 and has 2,400, while it
would need 2,050 first officers and
has 2,240 on its rolls.“During the
meeting with the DGCA on Monday,
IndiGo assured operational stability

and no flight cancellations after
February 10, 2026, based on the
current approved network,” the
regulator stated on Tuesday.
The DGCA has imposed a fine 0f22.20
crore rupees on IndiGo following
large-scale delays and
cancellations by the airline in
early December last year.During
the three days of 3rd and 5th
December, the airline cancelled
2,507 flights and delayed 1,852
flights caused inconvenience to
over three lakh passengers
stranded at various airports.The
fine was imposed following a
detailed inquiry conducted by a
four-member Committee constituted
by the DGCA to undertake a
comprehensive review and
assessment of the circumstances
leading to the operational disruptions
of IndiGo.

Intel input flags ISI-backed '26-26 terror
plot, Delhi Police issues wanted notice

New Delhi.(Agency)

Indian intelligence agencies have
gathered inputs about a suspected
terror conspiracy allegedly
orchestrated by Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) in
coordination with terror outfit Jaish-e- |
Mohammed (JeM) to carry out major

attacks in India ahead of Republic | /

Day, sources told .According to
critical intelligence inputs accessed by
India Today, the operation has been code-
named “26-26", a reference to January
26. The alert has prompted heightened
security measures across the country,
particularly in sensitive locations such as
Jammu and Kashmir and the national
capital. Following the warning, Delhi
Police has, for the first time, issued a
wanted notice carrying the photograph of
Mohammad Rehan, an Al-Qaeda in the
Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) terrorist and
a resident of Delhi. The poster also

F'

includes Shahid Faisal, identified as the
mastermind behind multiple bomb blasts
in South India, including the
Rameshwaram Cafe blast in Bengaluru,
The intelligence note warns that terror
groups are planning coordinated attacks
in multiple parts of the country before
Republic Day, with the objective of
executing a high-impact strike to disrupt
national celebrations and spread panic.
Jaish-e-Mohammed is believed to be at
the centre of the conspiracy, with specific
inputs pointing to a major planned attack

in Kashmir,

The alert also flags Ayodhya’s Ram
Temple as a potential target. According
to the report, a terror strike was being
planned around December 6. following
which security agencies intensified
surveillance and placed forces on high
alert.In the wake of these inputs, security
has been significantly tightened in Delhi
and other wvulnerable locations
nationwide. Agencies are also probing
possible links between Jaish-e-
Mohammed and Punjab-based
gangsters, indicating a wider network
involved in logistical support and
execution.The intelligence note further
highlights increased online
radicalisation efforts. Agencies are
closely monitoring social media
platforms, with the Kashmiri Resistance
Group’s Falcon Squad reportedly issuing
threats and attempting to incite Muslim
youth through online propaganda.

Previously, the top court had accepted the
definition of the Aravallis proposed by the
government— hills witha 100-metre height
would be considered as 'Aravalli hills".
Two or more such hills within 500 metres
of each other, along with the land between
them, will be considered an Aravalli range.

On Wednesday, the CJI asked the amicus
curiae, senior advocate K Parameshwar,
who 1s assisting the court, to file a detailed
note within four weeks by incorporating
suggestions from all parties and
stakeholders.

The top court made it clear that the definition
of "forests" and "Aravallis" would be kept
separate in its new order. "What defines a
forest will be examined separately. We will
consider it as a wider term. The Aravalli
issue will be kept narrower," the Supreme
Court said.It also directed the Rajasthan
government to ensure that illegal mining is
stopped "immediately".

Amid Fury Over Techie Drowning,
Delhi Accident Data Exposes
Urban Safety Gaps

New Delhi.(Agency)

The death of a young software engineer who
drowned in a waterlogged pit in Noida has once
again raised alarm over urban safety in the national
capital region. Even as the incident occurred
nearly 40 km away from Delhi, data from the
Delhi Assembly reveals that between January
2024 and December 2025, 239 people lost their
lives to accidents and natural disasters in the
capital, with drowning emerging as the deadliest
threat.Of the 239 deaths, 89 were due to drowning
- more than any other single accidental cause.
These fatalities were rarely in deep rivers; instead,
they occurred in everyday urban spaces turned
into death traps by poor drainage.

Many deaths occurred in underpasses,

waterlogged streets, and central urban areas. The
government data also identified the hotspots,
which included the Sarita Vihar underpass, Barat
Ghar near Ali Vihar, Kalindi Kunj Canal, the DND
Flyover, and Jaitpur.

Other accidental deaths reported during the
same period included 53 fatalities from fires, 46
deaths due to building collapses during heavy
rains, three deaths from electric shocks, and 48
deaths from other natural or man-made disasters.
Experts warn that poor drainage, unsafe urban
infrastructure, and delayed emergency response
continue to put residents at risk.

Traffic Accidents Make Streets Even Riskier

Parallel to the drowning crisis, Delhi's road
infrastructure and public transit network remain
high-risk zones.

During this same two-year window, nearly 150
accidents involved Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) and cluster buses, resulting in 41
fatalities.Specifically, DTC buses were involved
in 97 accidents, 21 fatal, while cluster buses
operated under the Delhi Integrated Multi-Modal
Transit System (DIMTS) were linked to 50
accidents, 20 fatal.

Supreme Court Declines To Interfere
In Sameer Wankhede Promotion

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Supreme Court on Monday refused
to interfere with the Delhi High Court's
decision that upheld a ruling passed by
the Central Administrative Tribunal
(CAT) granting relief to Indian Revenue
Service Officer (IRS) Sameer Wankhede
by directing the Centre to proceed with
his promotion as the Joint Commissioner
of Customs and Indirect Taxes, on
eligibility.A bench of Justices PS
Narasimha and Alok Aradhe dismissed an
appeal filed by the Central government
challenging the said Delhi High Court
order pronounced on August 28 last year.

"We are not inclined to interfere with
the impugned judgment and order in
exercise of our jurisdiction under Article
136 of the Constitution of India. The
Special Leave Petitions are. accordingly,
dismissed. However, the dismissal of this
matter will have no bearing on any other
proceedings. Pending application(s), if

any, stand disposed of." the court noted.

The High Court's August 2025 order

had upheld the CAT's December 2024
ruling, which instructed the government
to promote Wankhede to the post of
Additional Commissioner of
Customs and Indirect Taxes,
effective from January 1, 2021,
contingent on his
recommendation by the UPSC.
The Tribunal had also directed
that his name be appropriately
placed in the seniority list of
Joint Commissioners.

The Centre opposed
Wankhede's promotion on the
grounds that several
proceedings were pending
against the IRS officer. These included an
FIR registered by the CBI in May 2023,
an ECIR lodged by the Enforcement
Directorate under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act, and draft charge-

sheets proposing major penalties.

The complaints stemmed from
allegations of lapses and corruption
linked to the Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) search and seizure operation in the

-

Cordelia cruise case, of which Wankhede
was a part. NCB's search operation had
led to the arrest of several people,
including Aryan Khan, the son of
Bollywood actor Shah Rukh Khan, on
charges of drug abuse.

L

It was alleged that the accused officers
abused their official position and entered
into a criminal conspiracy with private
individuals. According to the allegations,
they facilitated an extortion plot to
demand 325 crore from the family of
an accused in the case, later settled at
218 crore, with T50 lakh allegedly
received as bribe money. Owing to
the said allegations against
Wankhede, the report recommending
his promotion was kept in a sealed
cover, and the officers' promotion
was stalled.

However, the Delhi High Court, in
agreement with the CAT, had
approved the officers' promotion by
observing that, as of now (August 2025),
no departmental proceedings were
pending against Wankhede, no charge-
sheet had been filed by either the CBI or
the ED, and he was neither suspended nor
formally charged.
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sunit wiiams retres atr | NOTth produces enough nuclear material a year
for 10-20 weapons: South Korea president

record-breaking space
career

CAPE CANAVERAL. (Agency)

NASA’s Sunita Williams — one of two astronauts stuck
for months at the International Space Station — has
retired.The space agency announced the news
Tuesday, saying her retirement took effect at the end
of December.Williams' crewmate on Boeing’s ill-
fated capsule test flight, Butch Wilmore, left NASA
last summer.

The pair launched to the space station in 2024, the first
people to fly Boeing’s new Starliner crew capsule.
Their mission should have lasted just a week, but
stretched to more than nine months because of
Starliner trouble. In the end, they caught a ride home
last March with SpaceX.Boeing's next Starliner
mission will carry cargo — not people — to the space
station. NASA wants to make sure all of the capsule's
thruster and other issues are solved before putting
anyone on board. The trial run will take place later this
year.Williams, 60, a former Navy captain, spent more
than 27 years at NASA, logging 608 days in space
over three station missions. She also set a record for
the most spacewalking time by a woman: 62 hours
during nine excursions.NASA's new administrator
Jared Isaacman called her “a trailblazer in human
spaceflight.”

Man Who Assassinated
Former Japanese PM Shinzo
Abe Gets Life Sentence

Tokyo:. (Agency)

A Japanese court sentenced a man who admitted to
assassinating former Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe to life imprisonment on Wednesday,
according to NHK public television. The case has
revealed decades of cozy ties between Japan's
governing party and a controversial South Korean
church.Tetsuya Yamagami, 45, earlier pleaded
guilty to killing Abe in July 2022 during his election
campaign speech in the western city of Nara.

Abe, one of Japan's most influential politicians, was
serving as aregular lawmaker after leaving the prime
minister's job when he was killed in 2022 while
campaigning in the western city of Nara. It shocked a
nation with strict gun control. Tetsuya Yamagami, 45,
pleaded guilty to murder in the trial that started in
October. The Nara District Court confirmed the
verdict and sentenced Yamagami to life in prison, as
prosecutors requested. Yamagami said he killed Abe
after seeing a video message the former leader sent
to a group affiliated with the Unification Church. He
added that his goal was to hurt the church, which he
hated, and expose its ties with Abe.Prosecutors
demanded life imprisonment for Yamagami, while
his lawyers sought a sentence of no more than 20
years, citing his troubles as the child of a church
adherent. Japanese law authorizes the death penalty
in murder cases, but prosecutors do not usually
request itunless at least two people are killed.

The revelation of close ties between the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party and the church caused the party to
pull back from the church. It also prompted
investigations that ended with the church's Japanese
branch being stripped of its tax-exempt religious
status and ordered dissolved.

The killing has also led to officials working to increase
police protection of dignitaries.Abe was shot on July
8, 2022, while giving a speech outside a train station
in Nara. In footage captured by television cameras,
two gunshots ring out as the politician raises his fist.
He collapses holding his chest, his shirt smeared
with blood. Officials say Abe died almost instantly.

Egyptian Archaeologist
Claims He Is "Close ™ To
Finding Legendary Queen
Nefertiti's Tomb

world. (Agency)

Famed Egyptian archaeologist and former Minister of
Antiquities Dr. Zahi Hawass announced that he is
"close" to discovering the long-lost tomb of Queen
Nefertiti. According to LiveScience, Hawass and his
team are currently excavating in the eastern Valley of
the Kings, specifically in an area near the tomb of the
female pharaoh Hatshepsut. Hawass said that he
doesn't have evidence to support this theory, but has a
feeling it could be there."If I made this discovery, I
think I would be happy to end my career with the most
important discovery of the most important queen of
Egypt — Queen Nefertiti. This will lead us to the
greatest discovery of the century," Zahi Hawass said
in "The Man with the Hat," a new documentary about
his life and careerWhile Hawass admits he does not
yet have definitive proof, he has narrowed down the
search area based on years of mapping the valley and
current excavations that have reached significant
depths near solid rock. Apart from the tomb search,

A pragmatic attitude was needed in

addressing North Korea's nuclear

issue, the president said, adding the

"Trump-style approach" could help

in communicating with Pyongyang.

Air Force One returned to Joint

SEOUL. (Agency)

North Korea is producing enough nuclear
material a year for up to 20 weapons, the
South's President Lee Jae Myung said on
Wednesday, warning that Pyongyang's

ambitions could pose a global danger.

The North carried out its first atomic test in
2006 in violation of UN resolutions and is
now believed to possess dozens of nuclear
warheads."Even now, nuclear materials
sufficient to produce 10 to 20 nuclear
weapons a year are still being produced" in
North Korea, Lee told reporters at a New
Year news conference.At the same time,
the North is continuing to improve its long-
range ballistic missile technology aimed at

striking the US mainland, Lee added."At
some point, North Korea will have secured
the nuclear arsenal it believes it needs to
sustain the regime, along with ICBM
capabilities capable of threatening not
only the United States but the wider
world," he said, referring to
intercontinental ballistic missiles."And
once there is excess, it will go abroad --
beyond its borders. A global danger will
then emerge," he said.Pyongyang has for
decades justified its nuclear and missile
programmes as a deterrent against
alleged regime change efforts by
Washington and its allies.A pragmatic
attitude was needed in addressing North
Korea's nuclear issue, Lee said, adding
the "Trump-style approach" could help in
communicating with Pyongyang."The
suspension of nuclear material production
and ICBM development, as well as a halt to
overseas exports, would also be a gain," he
said.

"It would be a gain for everyone," he added,
noting that he had laid out the argument to
both US President Donald Trump and his

Trump's Davos-hound plane returns to air base

after 'minor’

World. (Agency)

US President Donald Trump's
plane was forced to return to an
air base late Tuesday due to a
"minor electrical issue" shortly
after departing for Switzerland,
the White House said.

Base Andrews out of an
abundance of caution, Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitt said.
It landed shortly after 11:00 pm
(0400 GMT).Journalists
traveling with Trump reported that
lights in the cabin went out briefly
after takeoff. Trump and his entourage
will switch to another plane and
continue the trip to the World
Economic Forum in Davos, where the
US president was expected to face off

electrical issue: White House

customized Boeing 747-200B
series aircraft that entered
service in 1990 under president
George H.W. Bush.

Last year, Trump said his
administration was "looking at
alternatives" to Boeing
following delays in the delivery
oftwo new 747-8 aircraft.In May,
Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth
accepted a Boeing 747 that the
Gulf emirate of Qatar offered to
Trump for use as Air Force

One.The jet -- worth hundreds of

millions of dollars -- has raised huge

with European leaders over his bid to
seize Greenland.With its classic blue
and white livery, Air Force One is

Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping.Since his
inauguration in June, Lee has pushed for
dialogue with the North without
preconditions, a stark departure from the

hawkish approach of his
predecessor. Trump-style approachWhile
Pyongyang has snubbed Seoul's dialogue
offers, Lee said Trump could pave the way
forward with North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un -- with whom the US leader has
expressed his affinity over the years.
"President Trump is a somewhat unique
figure, but I think that very trait can at times

be a significant asset in resolving problems
on the Korean peninsula," Lee said."The
Trump-style approach seems to help when
it comes to talking with Kim ... Tam willing
to play the role of a pacemaker in that
process."Trump met Kim three times
during his first term in efforts to reach a
denuclearisation deal.But since his second
summit in Hanoi fell through over
differences about what Pyongyang would
get in return for giving up its nuclear
weapons, no progress has been made
between the two countries. Trump had
expressed hopes for a meeting with Kim
ahead of the APEC summit in South Korea
in October, which went unanswered by the
North Korean leader.Recently North
Korea accused the South of flying a drone
into the border city of Kaesong.Lee's office
has denied it was behind the incursion but
alluded it might have been carried out by
civilians.One man has claimed
responsibility for the breach, telling local
media that he had carried it out to measure
radiation levels at a North Korean uranium
processing facility.

Carney delivered his stirring speech to political and

Since entering Canadian politics last year, Carney has

arguably the world's most iconic plane
and an instantly recognizable symbol
of the US presidency.Trump has long
been unhappy with the current Air
Force One jets -- two highly

constitutional and ethical questions, as
well as security concerns about using
an aircraft donated by a foreign power
for use as the ultra-sensitive
presidential plane.

US forces seize seventh sanctioned tanker linked to
Venezuela in Trump's effort to control its oil

WASHINGTON. (Agency)

U.S. military forces boarded and took
control of a seventh oil tanker
connected with Venezuela on Tuesday
as part of the Trump administration's
broader efforts to take control of the
South American country's 0il.U.S.
Southern Command said in a social
media post that U.S. forces
apprehended the Motor Vessel Sagitta
"without incident" and that the tanker
was operating in defiance of President
Donald Trump's "established
quarantine of sanctioned vessels in the
Caribbean."The military command
did not say whether the U.S. Coast
Guard took control of the tanker as has

been the case in prior seizures. Both g

the Pentagon and Southern Command
said they had nothing to add when
asked for more details.The Sagitta is a
Liberian-flagged tanker and its
registration says it is owned and
managed by acompany in Hong Kong.
The ship last transmitted its location
more than two months ago when
exiting the Baltic Sea in northern
Europe.The tanker was sanctioned by
the U.S. Treasury Department under
an executive order related to Russia's
invasion of Ukraine in 2022.The post
from U.S. Southern Command
indicated the ship had taken oil from

Venezuela. It said the capture of the
tanker "demonstrates our resolve to
ensure that the only oil leaving
Venezuela will be oil that is

it clear they see seizing the tankers as a
way to generate cash as they seek to
rebuild Venezuela's battered oil
industry and restore its economy.

coordinated properly and Trump met with executives from oil
lawfully."The military command
posted what appeared to be aerial

footage of the Sagitta sailing on the
ocean, but unlike in prior videos the
clip did not show U.S. forces flying
toward it in helicopters or landing on
the deck of the ship.

Since the U.S. ouster of Venezuela
President Nicolas Maduro in a surprise
nighttime raid on Jan. 3, the Trump
administration has set out to control
the production, refining and global
distribution of Venezuela's oil
products.Officials in Trump's
Republican administration have made

companies nearly two weeks ago to
discuss his goal of investing $100
billion in Venezuela to repair
and upgrade its oil production
and distribution. He said at the
time that the U.S. expected to
sell at least 30 million to 50
million barrels of Venezuelan
oil. Trump told reporters on
Tuesday that the U.S. already
has taken 50 million barrels of
oil out of Venezuela."We've got
millions of barrels of oil left," he
said at the White House. "We're
selling it on the open market.
We're bringing down oil prices
incredibly."The first tanker was seized
off the coast of Venezuela on Dec. 10.
Most of the other tankers also have
been captured in the waters near
Venezuela, with the exception of the
Bella 1, which was captured in the
North Atlantic.The Bella 1 had been
cruising across the Atlantic and
nearing the Caribbean when on Dec.
15 it abruptly turned and headed north,
toward Europe. The ship was
ultimately captured on Jan. 7.

World order in 'midst of
a rupture’: Mark Carney
tells Davos

World. (Agency)
Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney said Tuesday
that the US-led global system of governance is
enduring "a rupture," defined by great power
competition and a "fading" rules-based order.

financial elites at the World Economic Forum, a day
before US President Donald Trump was set to address
the gathering in Davos, Switzerland.

repeatedly warned that the world was not going to
return to a pre-Trump normal.He re-affirmed that
message on Tuesday, in a speech that did not name
Trump but offered an analysis of the president's
impact on global affairs."We are in the midst of a
rupture, not a transition," Carney said.

He noted that Canada had benefited from the old "rules-
based international order," including from "American
hegemony" that "helped provide public goods: open
sea lanes, a stable financial system, collective security,
and support for frameworks for resolving disputes."

Anew reality has set in, Carney said.

"Call it what it is: a system of intensifying great power
rivalry where the most powerful pursue their interests
using economic integration as coercion."On the
menu'ln an apparent warning against efforts to
appease major powers, Carney said countries like
Canada can no longer hope that "compliance will buy
safety."

"Itwon't," he said.

"The question for middle powers, like Canada, is not
whether to adapt to this new reality. We must. The
question is whether we adapt by simply building
higher walls -- or whether we can do something more
ambitious.""Middle powers must act together,
because if we're not at the table, we're on the menu,"
Carney said.Great powers can afford for now to go it
alone. They have the market size, the military capacity,
and the leverage to dictate terms. Middle powers do
not."Carney delivered his Davos speech after
Canada's Globe and Mail newspaper reported that the
Canadian military has developed a model response to
a US invasion.Citing two unnamed senior
government officials, the paper said the Canadian
response model centers on insurgency-style tactics,
like those used in Afghanistan by fighters who
resisted Soviet and later US forces.

After Trump's 2024 election and in the early months of
his new term, he repeatedly referred to the US's
northern neighbour as the 51st state and said a merger
would benefit Canada.Trump's annexation talk has
eased in recent months, but overnight he posted an
image on his social media platform of a map showing
Canada and Venezuela covered in the US flag,
implying a full American takeover of both countries.

Trump says Iran would be 'wiped off
the earth' over assassination plot

WASHINGTON. (Agency)

confirmed deaths.The Norway-based

Iran Human Rights NGO has said
verification of deaths in the crackdown
remains severely hampered due to the
communication restrictions, but noted
on Monday that available information
"indicates that the number of protesters
killed may exceed even the highest
media estimates", which reach
20,000.Iranians began holding mass
demonstrations to call for relief from
economic woes in December, when the
country's currency hit a new low under
the leadership of the 86-year-old
ayatollah, who has resisted democratic
reform for decades.Many in Iran's global
diaspora, including exiled Nobel Peace
Prize winner Shirin Ebadi, have called for
US intervention against the ruling
apparatus in Tehran.Ebadi urged "highly
targeted actions" against Iran's supreme
leader and commanders of his Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps.

President Donald Trump on Tuesday
reiterated a warning that Iran would be
wiped "off the face of this earth" if Tehran
ever succeeded in assassinating the US
leader.In a heated exchange of threats, Iran
and the United States both threatened
broadscale wars if the leaders of either
country are assassinated.

"I have very firm instructions. Anything
happens, they're going to wipe them off the
face of this earth," Trump said in a News
Nation interview that aired Tuesday, in
response to a question on Iran's threats on
the 79-year-old's life.Earlier Tuesday, in
response to any threats facing Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, Iranian General Abolfazl
Shekarchi was quoted as saying Trump
already knew Tehran would not hold back if
the tables were turned."Trump knows that
if a hand of aggression is extended toward
our leader, we will not only sever that hand,
and this is not a mere slogan," Shekarchi

Hawass has also been conducting DNA and CT scans
on unidentified mummies to determine if they are the
remains of the queen. Historical Significance:
Discovering Nefertiti's tomb would resolve long-
standing debates, such as whether she ruled as a
pharaoh under the name Neferneferuaten after the
death of her husband, Akhenaten. Ancient depictions
show her doing typically pharaonic stuff, like smiting
enemies. Despite this, her tomb remains a mystery,
leaving her role in Egypt's turbulent religious history
a burning topic.Despite Hawass's optimism, other
experts remain sceptical. Past theories, such as those
by British archaeologist Nicholas Reeves suggesting
Nefertiti was hidden behind a wall in King
Tutankhamun's tomb, were largely dismissed after
radar scans in 2018 found no such chambers. Who
was Queen Nefertiti?Queen Nefertiti was the
powerful Great Royal Wife of Pharaoh Akhenaten
during Egypt's 18th Dynasty, famous for her beauty
and influence. Unlike many queens, she was depicted
alongside her husband in prominent roles, sometimes
leading worship or in military scenes, showing her
significant political and religious authority.

was quoted as telling [ranian state media.

"But we will set their world on fire and leave
themno safe haven in the region."

Trump issued a similar warning to Iran a year
ago, shortly after returning to the White
House, when he told reporters "if they do it,
they get obliterated."Iran is still reeling

from violence unleashed during some of
the biggest anti-government protests since
the Islamic revolution in 1979.Human
rights groups are working to confirm the
number of people killed during the
protests, with the Human Rights Activists
News Agency reporting more than 4,000
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120 World Cup defence

first, verdict on Gautam
Gambhir can wait

New Delhi. (Agency)

Indian cricket has a long memory when it
comes to controversial coaches, and few
names evoke as much unease as Greg
Chappell. Two decades on, his tenure
remains a cautionary tale of how swiftly a
coach can be vilified, isolated and ultimately
consumed by public and internal dissent. In
recent weeks, Gautam Gambhir has found
himself drifting into similarly charged
territory — a comparison that feels both
premature and deeply unfair. The knives have

been out in the immediate aftermath of

India’s historic 1-2 ODI series loss to New
Zealand — their first bilateral defeat to the
Black Caps on home soil since 1988. Social
media, the modern-day Colosseum, was
awash with demands for Gambhir’s head. To
the reactionary observer, the defeat in Indore
was one of the final straws in a coaching
tenure that has already seen stumbles in the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy and home Test
whitewashes.

But football-style scapegoating — fire the

coach — misses how deep and structural
some of the issues truly are. In fact, Gambhir
himself reminded many after the series defeat
in Australia that there was no room for hollow
satisfaction, despite Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma’s success in the Sydney finale.“Yes,
can be very happy with the individual
performances, yes. And I will always remain
happy with individual performances. But
ultimately, we lost the ODI series. That’s the
bottom line. And I can never celebrate a series
loss as a coach,” Gambhir had said.To now
blame Gambhir for everything that is going
wrong is both simplistic and unfair. Yes, his
tenure in Test cricket has been deeply
disappointing and accountability must be
sought. But even in red-ball cricket — a
format clearly in transition — the holes are
many and systemic, stretching beyond one
individual.Yes, India lost the recent ODI
series to a second-string New Zealand side
that rested several first-choice players in the
lead-up to the T20 World Cup starting
February 7. But the same caveat applies to
India, who were without Jasprit Bumrah,
Axar Patel, Hardik Pandya and Varun
Chakravarthy — four players who form the
spine of India’s white-ball plans.

Sanjay Manjrekar defends Gill,
Gambhir after NZ loss: Only
World Cup matters in ODIs

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Former India cricketer-turned-commentator
Sanjay Manjrekar has come out in defence
of Shubman Gill and Co. following their
series loss against New Zealand on home
soil. India suffered their maiden ODI series
defeat against the Kiwis at home after 37
years, going down 1-2 in the series.

Following the loss, Manjrekar urged fans not
to go overboard with criticism of the team,
stating that bilateral series hardly matter in
this day and age. He asked fans to look at the
bigger picture, asserting that only the World
Cup truly matters in world cricket, and not
even the Champions Trophy.Honestly, in
50-over cricket today, what really matters
are the World Cups and not even the

Champions Trophy. If you try and
remember the last three Champions Trophy
winners, you’ll struggle to recall those. But
the 50-over World Cup, you’ll remember
each winner from the time the World Cup
started,” said Manjrekar in a video shared
on his Instagram account.Manjrekar added
that setbacks in smaller series should not
cause panic. In fact, he believes such losses
can sometimes help teams reset and
improve ahead of bigger events.So, yes, if
you want to have your setbacks and poor
performances, get them out of the system
now, in time for the next World Cup. These
bilateral series are scheduled, but they are
mostly warm-up games and one shouldn’t
read too much into them. In fact, the
importance of these bilateral series has
become such that, two weeks later, no
cricket fan even remembers the result of
what happened in that bilateral ODI series,”
he added.Ever since India’s dream run in
the ODI World Cup 2023, which was
brought to an end by a crushing defeat to
Australia in the final, India’s performance
in the 50-over format has been on a

Bodo/Glimt 3-1 Man City: Champions League
in Norway piles pressure on Pep

shocker

«« Champions League: Manchester City

suffered one of their worst European
nights as they went down 3-1 to
Norwegian minnows Bodo/Glimt.
Shaky results since the turn of the
New Year have led to rumours that
Pep Guardiola could exit the Premier
League club before the end of his
current contract.

The five-match T201I series against New

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Pep Guardiola’s Manchester City were left

reeling on Tuesday night after one of the
most shocking results in recent European
football history, a 3-1 defeat to Norwegian

minnows Bodo/Glimt in the UEFA

Champions League at the Aspmyra Stadion.
The loss has intensified scrutiny on the City

manager’s future amid a growing crisis of

form that has enveloped the defending

the year.The Norwegian side, playing in the
Champions League group stage for the first
time, delivered a near-perfect performance
against the star-studded English giants.
Kasper Hogh struck twice in quick
succession before halftime, exploiting
defensive lapses to give Bodo/Glimt a
stunning 2-0 advantage. Jens Petter Hauge
added a third early in the second half, curling
a superb effort past City keeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma, before Rayan Cherki pulled
one back for the visitors.

Premier League champions since the turn of - City’s hopes of a comeback were effectively

IND vs NZ: Pressure on Suryakumar as India
enter home stretch of T20 World Cup prep

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

India captain Suryakumar Yadav will be keen

to put his batting struggles behind him and
sharpen his leadership skills as the hosts
step into their final dress rehearsal ahead of
their T20 World Cup title defense.

Zealand, beginning in less than a month,
serves as the last major checkpoint before
the global showpiece gets underway on
February 7. While India boast a winning
percentage of over 72 under
Suryakumar's captaincy, the skipper's
own returns with the bat have left much to
be desired. Despite a few injury setbacks,
the core of India's squad appears largely
settled.The first T20I will be streamed
live on the JioHotstar app and website,
while the match will also be telecast on
the Star Sports network from 7.00 PM IST
on Wednesday.As many as seven spots in
the playing XI pick themselves, eight, if
Tilak Varma regains full fitness—with only
one position likely to be debated depending
on conditions: an additional fast bowler or
wrist-spinner, Kuldeep Yadav.CAN
KIWIS CONQUER T20Is TOO?

New Zealand have already rewritten history

in India, securing their maiden Test and
ODI series victories on Indian soil in the
space of just over a year. The next frontier is

e

ended when Rodri was sent off after two
yellow cards in the space of a minute, leaving
Guardiola’s side with ten men and struggling
to exert control. The defeat not only stunned
the small Arctic club — a team ranked well
outside the European elite — but also dealt a
heavy blow to City’s hopes of automatic
qualification for the last 16.For Bodo/Glimt,
the victory was historic. The club, based in a
town of around 55,000 people and playing in
Europe’s top competition for the first time,
secured their first-ever Champions League
win and one of the biggest upsets in the

tournament’s history. Their tactical
discipline, intense pressing and lethal
counter-attacks were a stark contrast to
City’s disjointed performance.
EVERYTHING IS GOING WRONG:
GUARDIOLA

# Guardiola stressed he did not underestimate

Bodo, but he left out a few of their best
players, fielding their youngest-ever starting
Xlina Champions League match.

"We have to come back to the feeling that the
results since 2025 have not been good - in
terms of the Premier League, and now today -
but we move forward to Wolves and
Galatasaray. We see what happens. Today
was an incredible opportunity for us," he
said."Everything is - the feeling that it's
going wrong, it's going against in many
details - you have to try to change it."

The result deepens problems for Manchester
City, who have struggled for consistency
since the start of 2026. After a goalless draw
at Sunderland on New Year’s Day, City were
held 1-1 by Chelsea and later by Brighton,
dropping further ground in the Premier
League title race. A 2-0 derby defeat to
Manchester United last weekend added to
the misery and sparked fresh rumours of
Guardiola’s departure.

T20Is. Can the Blackcaps pull off a first- The hosts have won 18 of their last 25 T20Is,

ever series win in the format, discounting
the solitary match they won in2012?

They have come close before, in 2017 and

2023, with both three-match series going

apoilo

TrIcs

down to the wire, only for India to prevail 2-
1 on each occasion. That context alone adds
edge to this five-match contest, which also
doubles up as the final dress rehearsal for
both sides ahead of the T20 World
Cup.India enter the series on a roll, having
won eight consecutive bilateral T20I series
since lifting the world title in June 2024. But
they have not faced their perennial bogey
team in the format for nearly two years, and
New Zealand rarely come empty-handed
when taking on India.

driven by the explosive starts of Abhishek
Sharma and the guile of Varun
Chakravarthy in the middle overs. New
Zealand, though, are no pushovers, winning
13 of their 21 matches since the last
World Cup.With Devon Conway,
skipper Mitchell Santner, pace
spearhead Jacob Duffy and in-form
batters Daryl Mitchell and Glenn
Phillips, the Blackcaps shape up as
stern opponents in what promises to
be a high-stakes series.
SURYAKUMAR MUST SORT HIS
FORM
Once an undisputed World No.l in
T20Is, Suryakumar Yadav has
suffered his worst run with the bat in
2025. The Indian captain has gone 22
T20I innings without a single fifty
and has scored just 218 runs at a worrying
average of 12.84.The decision to promote
Tilak Varma to No.3 and drop himself down
to No.4 has helped the team, but his own
batting has now emerged as the weakest
link. Suryakumar has struggled against
pace, particularly against straight deliveries
bowled at hard lengths. The idea of a non-
performing captain leading India's T20
World Cup title defence at home does little
to inspire confidence.

PCB tells ICC it backs Bangladesh's refusal to
play 720 World Cup matches in India: Report

New Delhi. (Agency)

The Pakistan Cricket Board has reportedly

backed Bangladesh's stance of refusing to
play its T20 World Cup matches in India due
to "security concerns" in a communication
to the ICC.The ICC Board is scheduled to
meet on Wednesday to take a final call on
Bangladesh's participation in the T20 World
Cup, including whether the team will travel
to India for the tournament starting
February 7.Bangladesh are slated to play all
four of their group-stage matches in India,
with the first three scheduled in Kolkata and
the remaining one in Mumbai.However, the
Bangladesh Cricket Board, supported by its
government, has remained adamant and
sought a shift of its matches to co-hosts Sri
Lanka.On the eve of the ICC meeting, the
PCB wrote to the global body stating that it
supports the BCB's stance, citing political

instability in the region and has copied all
ICC Board members on the letter,
according to 'ESPNCricinfo'.The ICC and
the BCB have held multiple discussions on
the issue, including a meeting in Dhaka last
weekend, but neither side has changed its
position.While the ICC has insisted that the

tournament be held as per schedule, the
BCB has maintained that it cannot send
their team to India.The PCB has not
made any public comment on the matter
although Board sources have said that
the Bangladesh government had
contacted Pakistan for support in the
ICC.Pakistan will be playing all their
matches in Sri Lanka under a hybrid
model agreement with the BCCI and
ICC till 2027.The crisis related to
Bangladesh began after Kolkata Knight
Riders released pacer Mustafizur
Rahman following a directive from the
BCCI, which referred to "recent
developments all around".Subsequently,
the Bangladesh government banned the
broadcast of the IPL, and the BCB formally
informed the ICC of its decision of not
playing World Cup matches in India.

Virat Kohli scores and returns to
London, doesn't need domestic

cricket: Former batter

CHRISTCHURCH. (Agency)

Former India cricketer turned commentator
Mohammad Kaif has said that Virat Kohli no
longer needs to play domestic cricket, as his
hunger and passion to represent the country
remain unmatched. Kohli continued his rich
vein of form in the recent three-match series
against New Zealand, scoring 240 runs from
three innings.He played a splendid knock of
124 off 108 balls, laced with ten fours and three
sixes, during the third ODI, albeit in a losing
cause as India fell short of the 337-run target.
Following yet another prolific series,
Mohammad Kaif praised the batting stalwart
for maintaining remarkable consistency
despite not playing regularly.“Virat has
become that player who is seen once in a while
now. But he comes, scores runs, and then goes
back to London. It has become like that. He
comes, scores, and goes. It is not easy to score

so consistently when you are not playing
regularly. But it is his passion, his fitness, his
pride in playing for the country, his knowledge
of the game, and his own preparation. He has
proved it,” Kaif said on his YouTube
channel.Kaif also mentioned that there is no
need for Kohli to play domestic cricket
anymore, as players can get match practice
elsewhere, but the passion to play for the
country at the highest level is truly
unmatched.“There is no need for him to play
domestic cricket now. Anyone can get match
practice, but the passion he has is not available
in any market. Where will you get that from?
Even in the last game, he was the hope. Virat
will single-handedly win against 10 players
standing in front of him too,” he added.Kohli
has been in tremendous form ever since the
third ODI against Australia in Sydney in 2025.
He has accumulated 616 runs from his last
seven innings at an average of 123.2 and a
strike rate of 108.64, with three centuries and as
many fifties to his name.

After beating India in Tests, 0DIs can New
Lealand complete trifecta in T201 series

New Delhi. (Agency)

When New Zealand arrived in India for the

Test series in 2024, the hosts were enjoying a
fresh phase under Gautam Gambhir, playing
fearless cricket with renewed confidence.
Few gave the Blackcaps any chance on
Indian soil. Yet, despite missing several big
names, New Zealand stunned India with a
historic 3-0 whitewash.Fast forward to 2026,
and the script did not look very different
during the ODI series. India fielded a full-
strength side, while New Zealand were
without captain Mitchell Santner. The
visitors were packed with youngsters, and
after losing the opening match in Vadodara,
expectations were minimal. However,
fuelled by Daryl Mitchell’s purple patch,
New Zealand once again shocked the hosts
with back-to-back wins in Rajkot and Indore

“When you play any game, pressure is

T20I series under Suryakumar Yadav’s
captaincy. However, the Indian skipper
himself admitted that pressure will be part
of the contest.

always there. If there is no pressure, then
what is the fun of playing this game? I feel
when pressure and responsibility come
together and we go onto the ground, it
feels good — especially when the crowd
is there. It motivates us. This is a new year,
anew format. T20 cricket is starting now,
so let’s talk about that because we have
been playing this format well,” said
Suryakumar.The last time New Zealand won
a T20I series in India was back in 2012,
sealed by a dramatic one-run victory in
Chennai against a side featuring Gautam
Gambhir and MS Dhoni. So what makes this

Foulkes, Daryl Mitchell, James Neesham,
Glenn Phillips, Rachin Ravindra, Kyle
Jamieson, Jacob Duffy, Matt Henry, Ish

Sodhi.
Batting prowess in plenty

Conway and Tim Robinson are expected
to open the innings.While Conway is a
familiar name for Indian fans, Robinson
has been making headlines with his
consistency. In 15 T20Is last year, he
scored a hundred and a fifty, amassing 402
runs at an average of 44.66 and a strike
rate of 144.6.

Add to that the presence of Daryl Mitchell,
on whom Santner will be banking to
replicate his ODI heroics. Although
Mitchell’s T20I record against India is
modest — 241 runs in 14 matches — his
understanding of Indian conditions makes

him a dangerous prospect.Mark Chapman
and Glenn Phillips provide solidity and
acceleration in the middle order, capable of
shifting gears at any stage. Santner himself
has evolved into a finisher over the past year,

downward curve. In the 26 matches played The only potential concern in New Zealand’s

since then, India have won 12, lost 12, tied
one, while two have ended with no result.
Since 2024, the Men in Blue have lost series
against Sri Lanka, Australia and New

to claim their first-ever ODI series victory in
India.Now, attention shifts to the T201 series,
and the pressure is back on India. New
Zealand enter the contest with little
expectation, while the hosts have never lost a

current Blackcaps unit a genuine threat?

New Zealand squad for India T20Is
Bevon Jacobs, Tim Robinson, Devon Conway,

Mitchell Santner (c), Michael Bracewell,
Mark Chapman, Kristian Clarke, Zak

batting lineup is the lack of explosive
firepower at the top. Finn Allen and Tim
Seifert, both part of the T20 World Cup
squad, are currently tied up with Big Bash
League commitments. As a result, Devon

striking at an impressive rate of over 187.67.

With clearly defined roles and a line-up

stacked with power hitters, New Zealand
will look to match India’s firepower across
the five-match series.

Zealand.
0 ©
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Border 2 Producer Nidhi Dutta
Reveals Real Reason Why Tabu Was
Not Cast In The Second Part

Bigg Boss 18 Fame

C

3y ashis
Kapoor

Reveals She Won't Be Part Of The 50:
1 Had Been Approached But. ..

l ioHotstar’s upcoming reality show “The 50 has created quite a

roducer Nidhi Dutta, the daughter of J. P.

Dutta, who is gearing up for the release of her

upcoming production ‘Border 2°, has shared
why actress Tabu was not cast in the film’s 2nd
part.Nidhi spoke with IANS during the promotions
of the film, and said that since *Border 2" catersto a
different battle from the 1971 war between India
and Pakistan, and not the battle of Longewala, only
a few actors from the first part make an appearance
in the film.

She told TANS, “Sunny Deol is not playing Kuldeep
Singh Chandpuri in the film. You must have
understood in all the assets from the film that Major
Kuldeep Singh Chandpuri, who he played in the
first film, is a different character. So obviously, the
wife will also be different".She also shared that the
film was entrusted to them as a moral responsibility
by the late CDS General Bipin Rawat.

She said, “This is a responsibility, not an idea. Our
late Chief of Defence Staff. General Bipin Rawat
had called me and my father to Delhi a few years
ago to meet. And during that time, he had given us
stories of 22 such heroes, of which 3 and 4 are in
this film. And he had said that these are some
stories of our martyrs, of our soldiers, which have
to be conveyed to the people.

And he had entrusted that responsibility to me and

buzz ever since it was announced. With nearly two weeks to go for
the reality show to premiere, fans are curious about the list of
contestants who will be participating in the show. So far, a few
contestants including Shiny Doshi, Divya Agarwal and others have
been confirmed by the makers. Bigg Boss 18 fame Kashish Kapoor
has now shared a statement sharing that she will not be a part of the
show, even though she
was approached for *The
50"
Kashish Kapoor On
Why She Won’t Be
Joining The 50

On Tuesday, Kashish
Kapoor shared a
statement clarifying
that she will not be

she had

negotiation.

ﬁ&\&kkx\xx\ A

wrote,

Thanks for all the love though."

MTYV Splitsvilla X5.

Meanwhile, recently, Bhojpuri actress Monalisa (Antara Biswas), known for her participation in
Bigg Boss 10, confirmed that she has joined “The 50° along with her husband Vikrant Singh'
Rajpoot. Divya Agarwal, Shiny Doshi, Karan Patel and Faisal Shaikh, also known as Mr Faisu,

have also been confirmed for the show.
About The 50

Produced by Banijay Asia, The 50 is India’s upcoming large-scale reality show. Streaming soon
on JioHotstar and Colors, The 50 promises a bold new format set to disrupt the Indian reality
TV playbook. The upcoming JioHotstar show, adapted from the popular French series Les
Cinquante, features 50 contestants in a lavish palace setting with no fixed rules, allowing for

unpredictable drama, strategy, and politics.
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participating in The
50. She revealed that
been
approached by the
makers, and was in the
final stage of payment
However, it
didn’t work out due to a
scheduling conflict. In her
Instagram stories, Kashish
“Many ppl are
speculating whether I am doing
the 50 ornot. So, here it is. Yes. | had been
approached and we were in the final stages
of negotiating payment however, the dates of
another project that | am doing came and that’s clashing with the 50."
She further added, “Thus, due to the lack of availability of dates, I will not be doing the 50.
Check out her Instagram story below!For the unversed,
Kashish Kapoor was one of the wild card contestants on Bigg Boss 18. She was also seen in

. acting was never the plan. Madhu has

* there were visible tear marks on the

_brother,

"% Priyanka Chopra
. &  Brother ‘Grew Up On His Own’ As Mom
dravelled With Actress, Doctor Dad Stayed Busy

ame often looks shiny from the outside. But
inside many successful families, there are

J

damage for me." She added, “When I think about it,
these are certain things that you had to deal with."

quiet trade-offs. In the case of Priyanka Talking about Siddharth, who got married in 2024,

Chopra, that cost, her mother admits, was paid at
home. Long before global premieres, red carpets
and Hollywood headlines, Priyanka was an unsure
teenager pushed gently but firmly towards a film
career she did not even want. Behind that decision
stood her mother, Madhu Chopra, who
now speaks openly about the emotional toll
that journey took on the family, especially
on Priyanka’s younger brother. After
winning the Miss World title in 2000,
offers poured in for Priyanka Chopra. But

recalled that her daughter was
academically inclined and hesitant about
cinema.

he doubt was so intense that when Priyanka
signed her debut Tamil film Thamizhan,

contract. To support her daughter, Madhu

began travelling constantly with 18-year-old
Priyanka. Their father, Dr Ashok Chopra, remained
busy with his medical work. That left Priyanka’s
Siddharth Chopra, largely on his own
during his teenage years.

aking earlier on the Something Bigger Show,
Madhu did not soften her words while reflecting on
that phase. She said, “Siddharth was the collateral
damage to all of Priyanka’s success, because their
dad (Dr Ashok Chopra) was working, 1 was with
Priyanka, he just grew up on his own and he was a
teenager at that time. He, 1 think, was collateral

Madhu admitted that she still worries about him.
She said, “1 see him struggling everyday and [ feel
that, okay god has blessed you, so just count your
blessings, one by one and it will surprise you what
the lord has done. I count my blessings everyday. I

l_‘

have two great kids, who love me, care forme."

On Dr Stuti Khare Shukla’s YouTube channel,
Madhu also spoke about managing Priyanka’s carly
career, her own medical practice, and household
duties. Despite the chaos, she insisted that time with
her children was never compromised. She said,
“When 1 was with them, it was 100 percent
children’s time. That was really good. I think that’s
how they could imbibe the work ethics also, that
you have to work hard if you want to achieve
something and also give time to yourself, your
family and your life."

my father. After that, of course, unfortunately, we
lost him in a helicopter crash. And so 1 would say
that this film is not just a dream of mine and my
father. I think this is also the dream of late General
Bipin Rawat ji. And a year and a half after his
passing, when | was thinking about what we should
do in the next JP films, what should we do in my
father’s company, at that time, out of those 22
stories, there were a few stories that are now behind
me, which I added together and wrote a script for 4
ofthem. And that’s it. Border 2 is in front of you."

Ranveer Singh's Mom Flaunts

Granddaughter Dua's Name On
Her Hand, Pic Gogﬂal

cl e

T
A picture of Runveer Singh’s mother Anju
Bhavnani proudly flaunting her granddaughter
Dua Padukone Singh's name has left fans

gushing!
1

anveer Singh and Deepika Padukone are
R]jmud parents to their one-year-old
aughter, Dua Padukone Singh, whom they
welcomed in September 2024. The couple
revealed their little one’s face for the first time in
October last year, sharing a set of adorable
pictures that instantly won hearts. While Dua is
undoubtedly the centre of Ranveer and Deepika’s
world, she is also equally cherished by her doting
grandmother, Ranveer’s mother, Anju Bhavnani.
A picture that is going viral on Instagram shows
Anju Bhavnani flaunting Dua’s name on her hand.

Ranveer Singh’s Mom Flaunts Dua’s Name

A photo that has been widely shared on Deepika and
Ranveer’s fan pages shows Anju Bhavnani
proudly flaunting her granddaughter Dua’s name
written with henna on her hand. The picture seems
to have been clicked at a wedding, and Anju
Bhavnani is seen in a lime green ethnic outfit,
posing happily as she shows off the beautiful,
minimal mehendi featuring Dua’s name. Fans
couldn’t help but gush over the sweet gesture, and
while one netizen commented, “Dua’s dadi is the
coolest," another one wrote, “Baby Dua is so
loved." Check out the picture below!

Earlier, in December 2024, Anju Bhavnani donated
her hair to mark the third-month birthday of her
granddaughter Dua. The touching moment
quickly went viral on social media, with fans of
Ranveer and Deepika Padukone sharing
screenshots of Anju’s heartfelt note dedicated to
little Dua. Anju wrote, “Happy 3rd month
birthday my darling Dua. Marking this special day
with a gesture of love and hope. As we celebrate
the joy and beauty of Dua growing up, we are also
reminded of the power of goodness and kindness.
Hoping that this small act might bring comfort and
confidence to someone going through a difficult
time."

Meanwhile, Ranveer and Deepika celebrated
Christmas and New Year 2026 in New York
together. They also attended their friend’s
wedding there. Several photos and videos of the
couple posing with their fans in NYC went viral
on social media in the last few weeks.
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