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Changing political
skylines of Mumbai

Mumbai has always been important in national
politics—even before Independence, and more so
in the post-Independence period. Once, the fates of
Mabharashtra and Gujarat—together, as parts of
Bombay State till 1960—were anchored to this
port city. Later, Mumbai became central to the
demand for a separate linguistic state, as leaders of
the Samyukta Maharashtra Movement (1956-
1960) gave the call for “Mumbai saha
Maharashtra” (Maharashtra with Mumbai),
despite facing violent police action. Before the
new state was carved out on May 1, 1960, the
central government even considered making
Mumbai a Union Territory or giving it to Gujarat.
But Mumbai remained with Maharashtra.

Given this intense formative history linked to
identity, the latest Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) election can be viewed as a
major blow to the Marathi identity of the country’s
richest municipality. The Shiv Sena’s loss of the
BMC after almost three decades is seen less as a
loss of resources and more as the erosion of a
bastion of the ‘Marathi manoos’ (Marathi person).
The tussle appears to be over the city’s identity,
shaped since Bal Thackeray’s Shiv Sena displaced
the Congress in 1997.0ne has to delve into the
city’s political economy and spatial distribution to
understand how these elections may determine the
future of state and national politics. Among the
most notable factors is how the city’s neoliberal
economic model has given an upper hand to the
non-Marathi-speaking population—specifically,
the Gujarati-Marwari business community. While
many of Mumbai’s non-Marathi ghettos are
swanky, they offer limited mobility for Marathi
speakers because of prohibitive costs and
relatively low average community incomes. Those
who have not yet been forced to migrate to other
municipalities within the Greater Mumbai
Metropolitan Region remain confined to older
buildings and chawls.Recent infrastructural
developments—such as the Coastal Road, the
Bandra-Kurla Complex connector bridge and the
Worli Sea Link—combined with a changing
skyline, have altered perceptions of Mumbai.
These could be highlighted by the new mayor and
corporators to project a Gujarati-centric, if not
cosmopolitan, outlook, ultimately blurring the
visible markers of Marathi language and culture.
In the long run, this will electorally benefit the
BJP’s urban cadre.Another aspect of the political
economy is ‘gentrification’. The groundwork has
already been laid for the new BMC to expand this
phenomenon. Major projects of the city’s
development department—including the
redevelopment of chawls and other hutments in
Worli, Ramabai Ambedkar Nagar and
Dharavi—would now be easier to execute. The
political gains could be long-lasting, as these
ghettos’ collective aspirations historically
produced voting patterns favouring the Congress,
the erstwhile Republican Party of India and the
Bharipa Bahujan Mahasangh (later called the
Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi). Gentrification would
disrupt this pattern and disperse these voters,
giving a natural advantage to monolithic party
structures like the BJP’s.Electorally, the BJP has
been in firm control of the state since the Assembly
elections of 2024. The BMC results could further
push the city’s real estate-driven development
agenda. The central government, too, may
promote Mumbai along the lines of GIFT City
near Ahmedabad, with a view to woo fence-sitting
Marathi voters and ensure a more complete
electoral consolidation of the state.

There are two Mumbais within the city. One is the
Mumbai of the Marathi working class, with
limited resources and smaller housing units; the
other is the wealthier Mumbai of the business
community. Political competition between the two
is determined not only by demographic and spatial
factors, but also by the resources these
communities command.

S ARDAR Dyal Singh Majithia (1848-98) was a great
philanthropist, champion of intellectual freedom and
social worker. He established three Trusts — the
Tribune Trust, the College Trust and the Library Trust.
He was also the founder of The Tribune (February 1881)
and Punjab National Bank (May 1894).Dyal Singh
College, Lahore, was established in 1910 by the Dyal
Singh College Trust Society, as per the instructions in
Article 8 of Majithia’s will. Currently, it is known as
Government Dyal Singh College, Lahore, and is among
the best colleges in Pakistan.

After Independence, most of the assets of the Dyal Singh
College Trust Society remained in Lahore. The Trust
faithfully carried forward Majithia’s legacy, will and
ideology, establishing Dyal Singh College, Karnal
(1949), Dyal Singh Public Library, Delhi (1954-55),
and Dyal Singh Evening College, Delhi (1958). Dewan
Anand Kumar, founding Vice-Chancellor of Panjab
University, Chandigarh, played a crucial role in
establishing these educational institutions. His father,
Raja Narendra Nath, was Majithia’s associate.

Facing a financial crisis, the Trust had to sell land of the
Karnal college and establish Dyal Singh Colony.
However, the crisis deepened. As a result, in 1978, Dyal
Singh College (Morning and Evening) was transferred
to Delhi University (DU) through an agreement, and the
Trust did not receive any compensation in return.
According to Clause 12 of the agreement, “the
institution will continue to be known as Dyal Singh
College”. It is clear that no individual or government
has the right to alter the terms of the pact.

As per data for the 2025-26 academic session, there are
over 6,000 students in the morning college and around
3,000 in the evening college. The controversy
surrounding the name change is not new. In November
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Chance for India to bridge the Gulf

UAE President’s flying visit to Delhi comes in the backdrop of regional discord

UNITED Arab Emirates President Sheikh Mohamed bin

Zayed Al Nahyan, widely known as MbZ, made a flying
visit to New Delhi on Monday. The absence of any prior
indication about the visit implies that it concerned the
rapidly changing geopolitical scenario in the Gulf and
West Asia.The UAE, a coalition of Trucial States formed
after the British exit the region in 1971, traditionally
followed a status quo-based non-confrontational foreign
policy. In 2002, an Indian delegation visited the UAE,
when [ was the Ambassador, after the terror attack on the
Indian Parliament. Then President Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, MbZ’s father, received the
visitors.

When asked about the foreign military presence in

the region, the late leader recounted an old Arab
tale. A farmer was frequently losing his sheep to
wolves. Someone advised him to keep dogs. He -
did so, only to discover that he had to kill sheep |
often to feed the dogs. Sheikh Zayed’s message
was that foreign intervention did not benefit the
region.Now MbZ is an English-speaking former @
air force pilot and the Supreme Commander of the
UAE armed forces. He has controlled foreign
policy since his father’s death in 2004, even when
his brother was President. According to his [
diplomatic adviser, Anwar Gargash, the UAE’s |
priorities are to counter extremism and promote
regional security. This underscores its opposition
to the Muslim Brotherhood, which is seen as an
existential threat. The UAE and Saudi Arabia had
resented the ouster of former Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak by the Arab Spring protestors in 2011, to which
then US President Barack Obama had seemingly turned
a blind eye. Both countries supported the Egyptian
military to subsequently overthrow the Muslim
Brotherhood government.

The Gulf and West Asia have been unstable since US

President Trump’s first term. The confrontation between
Qatar and its two powerful neighbours, the UAE and
Saudi Arabia, began soon after Trump’s visit to Riyadh.
Qatar was blockaded (2017-21) for supporting Islamist
forces. Trump also abandoned the nuclear deal with Iran,
approved by the Permanent-Five plus Germany.The
UAE and Saudi Arabia are the two largest economies in
West Asia. MbZ helped Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, widely known as MbS, to
consolidate power. When Saudi operatives murdered
Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi in Turkey in 2018 on
MbS’ alleged instructions, it was MbZ who handled the
Americans. However, as the Saudis, the custodians of
the Two Holy Mosques, consider themselves the apex of
the Arab and Muslim world, Saudi-Emirati differences

gradually developed and their geopolitical visions came
into conflict. In diplomacy, friendship is transitory while
interests are permanent.The UAE broke the regional
consensus by signing the Trump-devised Abraham
Accords in 2020 and normalising relations with Israel,
while the Palestinian issue remained unresolved. It
began backing secessionist forces in Yemen, Somalia
and Sudan, ostensibly to counter Islamist forces. These
three nations lie along the Red Sea, facing Saudi Arabia
and the Bab al-Mandab. The UAE’s interests converged
with those of Israel and the US.President Trump’s

second term has exacerbated the regional churn,
especially since the June 2025 Israel-US air attacks on
Iranian nuclear facilities. On September 9, Israel
attacked Hamas leaders’ facilities in Qatar. MbZ rushed
to meet the Saudi Crown Prince after a noticeable gap
marked by the absence of communication.On
September 15, the GCC met to review the situation. Two
days later, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan signed the
Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement, with a clause
mirroring NATO’s Article 5, about an attack on one
nation being considered as an attack on both.Soon
enough, Yemen became a flashpoint. Early on till 2019,
the UAE had joined Saudi Arabia in military operations
in Yemen, but later preferred to support Yemeni rebel
factions; the Saudis continued to back government
forces. Reportedly, Israeli intelligence was positioned
on UAE-controlled Yemeni island Socotra. While in
Africa, Israel recognised Somaliland, a breakaway part
of Somalia— the Emiratis are developing a port there.

The Saudis retaliated strongly, telling the UAE to

withdraw its forces from Yemen and bombing the
military equipment sent by UAE. Egypt, the other big
Arab power, began to speak in favour of the Saudis —
both clearly wanted to restrict Israeli strategic expansion

HP govt must take tourists to task for defying advisories

in the Red Sea region.Essentially, the Saudi and Emirati
visions are at odds. The Saudis favour state-to-state
engagement to stabilise domestic or regional conflicts.
The UAE likes to cultivate dissident and breakaway
factions, like in Yemen, if it promotes stability and
controls supply routes, minerals and energy.So as the
Saudis attempted to limit Emirati geopolitical play in the
Arab world, MbZ made his first visit to Pakistan as
President last month. The UAE Sheikhs and Pakistan
have been close for decades, but Pakistan had meanwhile
signed a defence deal with the Saudis. The Emiratis were
seeking to restore a balance in ties with traditional
friends against the backdrop of their exposed
closeness to Israel and conflict with
Saudis.President Mohamed bin Zayed’s trip to India
must be seen in this context. PM Modi’s government
has invested heavily in his outreach to ruling
families in the Gulf, especially those in Abu Dhabi.
The Indian diaspora in the UAE numbers 3.5 million
or 35 per cent of the population. As many as one-
third are professionals.

| The UAE is India's third-largest trading partner and
. second-largest export destination. In 2024-25,
Indian exports were $36.73 billion, while imports
touched $63.64 billion. Despite its small population
and the local market, the UAE is the favoured
entrepot for Indian exports to the Gulf, Iran, Central
Asia and even Pakistan. The UAE’s cumulative FDI
in India is $22.84 billion (2000-25), a mere speck in Abu
Dhabi’s nearly $1 trillion sovereign fund. The two signed
an economic partnership deal in 2022. Both are members
of BRICS and 12U2, a forum that comprises India, Israel,
UAE and the US.

Still, the path ahead is not easy. Pathbreaking deals like the

2023 India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC), which will pass through the UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Jordan and Israel, are stymied by the standoff between
Iran and Israel-US as well as the Saudis and Emiratis. The
competing visions for stability in the Gulfis split between
US-Israel-UAE and Saudi Arabia-Egypt-Turkey.
Pakistan is playing both sides.In this fragmented world,
here is the opportunity for PM Modi to leverage India’s
traditional warmth with all sides and demonstrate that
“Vishwaguru” is more than a phrase. India can start
bridging some of the divides, beginning with Modi’s
substantive relationship with Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu. With large-scale protests continuing in Iran
and the US moving more ships and aircrafts into India’s
extended neighbourhood, the situation remains fragile.
President Mohamed bin Zayed’s short visit to India is
indicative of the churn in the Gulf and the need for India

to be more proactive.

The Tribune Editorial: Tourism cannot be a free pass for rash and incautious conduct, certainly not in the hills.

are not having the desired effect as tourists
continue to put their lives at great risk in
Himachal Pradesh. Despite signposts
prohibiting any such reckless activity, i
many continue to venture close to riverbeds
or walk on frozen lakes. Patrolling has been
intensified and fines are now being imposed
in Lahaul & Spiti district. The authorities
must crack the whip with hefty penalties,
not token amounts, and mention in bold
letters the consequences of indulging in
grossly irresponsible behaviour. The death
of two tourists in Arunachal Pradesh last
week serves as a painful reminder of past
tragedies in Himachal. Both drowned as the
ice cracked while they were trying to rescue
a member of their group who slipped into
the frozen Sela Lake. The site has
signboards prohibiting stepping onto the
lake as the ice may be unstable and unable

to support human weight. Tourism cannot be a free pass

for rash and incautious conduct, certainly not
in the hills. Respect for the topography,
cultural norms, local sensitivities — each
aspect is vital for the host as well as the guest.
That’s what makes the journey special. Fiddle
with it, and the results can be disastrous

. The time has come for the Himachal tourism
authorities, the law enforcement agencies and
all the stakeholders to spell out in clear terms
what is simply not acceptable. A standard
quick response mechanism is perhaps the only
solution to tackle unruly activities, including
hooliganism, that are threatening to disturb a
tourism ecosystem that’s been carefully
nurtured over decades.Weather, road and
safety advisories carry enormous weight in the
mountains.

The defiance by some, of late, is deeply
disturbing. If stringent action is what it takes
to instil discipline and enforce order, the state
government must not think twice.

Name game is an insult to Dyal Singh’s legacy
Mobilising public opinion against the proposal to rename the college would be a true tribute to Dyal Singh Majithia.

Leaders of the Shiromani Akali Dal, then a BJP G

Avtar Singh Makkar, then president of the

2017, Amitabh Sinha, then Chairman of the Dyal Singh
College Governing Body, announced that Dyal Singh
Evening College would be renamed Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya College.However, the proposal did
not go through. On November 17,2017, he succeeded in
getting a proposal passed by the college’s Governing
Body to rename the institution as Vande
Mataram Mahavidyalaya and turn it into a
morning college; the final approval was to be
given by the Vice-Chancellor of the
university. The move triggered a
controversy.

ally, as well as the Congress, condemned the
decision. Manjinder Singh Sirsa (an MLA
who served as general secretary of the Delhi
Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee),
and Tarlochan Singh, ex-MP, demanded that
the proposal be withdrawn.

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak §
Committee, also opposed the move. Akali |
leader Harsimrat Kaur Badal, then a minister
in the BJP-led NDA government, said the
proposed name was “unacceptable”.
Punjab’s former Deputy CM Sukhbir Singh
Badal called it “unnecessary and
mischievous” and urged the Prime Minister to
intervene.This decision was also slammed by
academics and journalists. A meeting in this regard was
convened on November 27, 2017, at Gurdwara Rakab
Ganj Sahib in Delhi, chaired by renowned journalist
Kuldip Nayar. On December 8, 2017, we held a press
conference and described this step as an insult to a great
personality. I had a detailed telephone conversation

with then Union Minister SS Ahluwalia regarding the
college and he promised to escalate the matter.

On December 19, 2017, during Zero Hour in the Rajya
Sabha, several MPs, including Anand Sharma, Ambika
Soni, Oscar Fernandes, SS Dhindsa and BK Hariprasad,
supported Naresh Kumar Gujral’s proposal. The then

Union Minister for Human Resource Development,
Prakash Javadekar, told the MPs that the decision to
rename Dyal Singh Evening College was not taken by
the Central government. Therefore, he announced a stay
on the Governing Body’s decision.On December 26,
2025, on the occasion of Veer Bal Diwas, DU Vice-
Chancellor Yogesh Singh raised the issue of renaming
Dyal Singh Evening College. He said, “We want to

rename Dyal Singh Evening College after Banda Singh
Bahadur.”He used the word “we”, which implies that he
is not the only player in this name-change game. DU
officials argue that having two colleges named after
Dyal Singh causes confusion among students.
However, no such confusion has been witnessed for the
past over six decades.The current
situation is completely different from that
of 2017. At that time, the proposal to
change the name came from the
Governing Body of Dyal Singh Evening
College, but the 2025 proposal is from the
Vice-Chancellor, and its approval will be
sought from the Delhi University
Executive Council. Based on my long
experience in the field of education, I have
observed that most members of college
and university executive councils are yes-
men who have their own axe to grind.The
Dyal Singh Evening College Staff
Association unanimously passed a
resolution opposing the Vice-
Chancellor’s proposal. According to the
resolution, “This college has long been
associated with the esteemed Sardar Dyal
Singh Majithia and his memory. All
teachers, non-teaching staff and students
are deeply attached to this name. We have to say that
such an important decision has been taken without prior
consultation with the stakeholders. This matter was
neither discussed in the Staff Council nor shared with
the Staff Association.” According to NN Vohra, former
Governor of Jammu & Kashmir and Chairman of The
Tribune Trust, any move to change the college’s name
would be “extremely inappropriate and ill-advised”.
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FDI flows to India surged by
73% in 2025: UNCTAD

New Delhi.(Agency)

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in India surged by 73
per cent last year, bringing in USD 47 billion,
according to UNCTAD.

The increase was “mainly due to large investments in
services -- including finance, IT (information
technology), and R&D (Research and Development)
-- as well as manufacturing, supported by policies
aimed at integrating India into global supply chains”,
the UN trade agency said in a report released on
Tuesday.Investments in data centres in India totalled
USD 7 billion during the first three quarters of last
year, according to the latest issue of the Global
Investment Trends Monitor. That put India in
seventh place among the countries receiving
investments for data centres during that period.

However, in the fourth quarter, FDI in the sector
jumped significantly, making the sector ever more
dynamic.Google announced in October that it was
investing USD 15 billion in an Al hub in Andhra
Pradesh.In December, Microsoft announced USD
17.5 billion investments in AI and cloud
infrastructure, and data centres.And also in
December, Amazon said it would invest USD 35
billion in Al and other sectors.These investments are
likely to be spread over a few years.Globally, the
report said FDI increased last year by 14 per cent to
USD 1.6 trillion.“Industry trends in 2025 show that
data centres now shape the FDI landscape; they
accounted for one-fifth of global greenfield project
values,” the report said. With demand driven by Al
infrastructure and proprietary digital networks,
announced investments in the area exceeded USD
270 billion, according to the report.

Semiconductors was another area showing high
growth, with the value of newly announced projects
increasing by 35 per cent, it said.

In areas that were exposed to tariff risks, project
numbers fell sharply by 25 per cent, according to
UNCTAD.

A New Age Of War Is Here:
Why India’s Next Budget
Faces Its Biggest Security

Test
New Delhi.(Agency)

The government is preparing the next Union Budget at
a time of serious global tension. The world is facing
instability, uncertainty and growing military threats,
not seen since the Second World War. In this
situation, national security planning is no longer
limited to protecting borders only.

For a rising power like India, security now extends
across land, sea, air, cyberspace and outer space. The
country’s challenges go well beyond traditional
borders.Complicated relations with neighbouring
countries and long coastlines have increased India’s
defence needs. Rapid changes in the nature of
warfare and the rise of high-technology weapons
have made security threats multi-layered.Simple
procurement of weapons or short-term upgrades no
longer offer solutions. Armed forces now require
full-spectrum modernisation and readiness for future
forms of warfare.Recent conflicts have highlighted
this change. Operation Sindoor, the United States
strikes on Iran, the Russia-Ukraine war and the
Israel-Hamas conflict have shown that decisive
battles increasingly take place in the air and across
advanced technological domains.China’s rapid
build-up of military infrastructure along border
areas, deployment of advanced weapons and
investments in cyber and space warfare have added
pressure. Pakistan-backed terrorism and proxy
conflict now include drones, UAVs and cyber
attacks. These trends have raised the level of
complexity.In the maritime domain, China is
growing naval presence in the Indian Ocean,
investments in strategic ports and efforts to dominate
sea lanes pose serious challenges to India’s maritime
security.

Capex allocation seen to
grow at 8-10% to Rs 12
lakh cr

New Delhi.(Agency)

Analysts don’t expect a significant jump in allocation
to capital expenditure (capex) in this year’s budget as
they are of the view that the government must first
try and fix the gaps in spending for better impact on
the economy. In fact, analysts feel the government
must focus more on encouraging private investment.

Many analysts TNIE spoke to put the capex allocation
in the 11.6-12 lakh crore range for FY27 while
estimating a lower than budgeted capex in the
current financial year. The growth in capex has been
pegged at 8-10% in FY27. This would include the
target-based capex loan provided to the states.

Even within the government, there is a feeling that
there should be some stock-taking of the quality of
capex. “The last Budget signalled a pause to review
and reassess priorities rather than continue spending
mechanically. The focus is now shifting from simply
raising the capital share of the Budget to identifying
gaps in public goods and infrastructure and directing
spending more strategically to address those gaps,”
said a senior government official on the condition of
anonymity. The government had last year budgeted
for Rs 11.21 lakh crore capex allocation in the FY26.
However, analysts feel the government might spend
not more than Rs 11 lakh crore in the current
financial year. In the April-November 2025 period,
the government has spent Rs 6.6 lakh
crore.Dharmakirti Joshi, chief economist at Crisil
Limited, says the central government's capital
expenditure can be budgeted to grow in line with the
rate of nominal GDP and should be complemented
by measures to encourage private investment. The
nominal GDP has been pegged to grow at
10%.According to Radhika Rao, chief economist at
DBS Bank, the Centre’s capex budget in FY27
would stay around 3.0-3.1% of GDP, up 7-8% yoy
from FY26, with an emphasis on identifying shovel-
ready and greenfield projects.

Domestic stock markets finally

Gold and silver keep soaring to record
highs, but is it a boom or a bubble

In 2025, gold delivered its
strongest annual gains in
nearly 50 years, while silver
posted its hest returns ever.
That strength carried into
2026, with silver crossing the
Rs 3,00,000 per kg mark in

India.
—— )

New Delhi.(Agency)

Gold and silver have seen an unprecedented

rise over the past year, but the rally briefly
paused after recent comments by the US
President eased geopolitical tensions.

US President Donald Trump ruled out the

use of force to take control of Greenland
and dropped plans to impose fresh tariffs
on European allies. These comments
eased fears of a wider trade conflict,
which had been weighing on global

Sensex, Nifty rebound as global cues
orst finally

improve:

New Delhi.(Agency) &

took a breather on Thursday.
After weeks of steady
bleeding, the S&P BSE Sensex
jumped 789.57 points to
82,699.20 and the NSE Nifty50
rose 252.95 points to
25,410.45.Traders who walked
in expecting another dull day
got a pleasant surprise
instead.The spark came from
overseas. US President Donald

A ONCE-IN-A-GENERATION

Despite the recent fall, the bigger

Is the w

OE

equities.Precious metals slipped after
safe-haven demand weakened, and the
dollar strengthened, showing how
sensitive bullion prices remain to global
headlines.In India, gold fell to Rs 150,870
per 10 grams, down Rs 2,940 or 1.91%,
while silver dropped to Rs
310,770 per kg, losing Rs 6,460 or
2.04%. The fall came after gold
had climbed to record highs
globally, reminding investors that
even strong rallies can see sudden
reversals.

RUN FOR PRECIOUS
METALS

picture for precious metals
remains striking. In 2025, gold
delivered its strongest annual
gains in nearly 50 years, while
silver posted its best returns
ever.That strength carried into 2026, with
silver crossing the Rs 3,00,000 per kg
mark in India, a level few investors would
have imagined just a few years ago.At a
time when equity markets struggled to
deliver meaningful returns, the surge in

7

gold and silver has felt surreal for
investors, pushing many to question
whether commodities are replacing stocks
as the preferred asset class.

IS THIS A PERMANENT SHIFT AWAY
FROM EQUITIES

Market experts caution against reading the

rally as a long-term change in market
structure. Trivesh D, COO of Tradejini,
says the outperformance of gold and silver
reflects the stage of the market cycle
rather than a permanent move away from

over

bargain hunting usually
begins.Some even flagged
that foreign investor selling
has slowed, a small but
encouraging shift for a
market that had been
struggling to hold support.

Back home, the earnings
picture is a mixed bag. Q3
numbers have been dented
by higher provisions linked
to the new labour code.
Analysts expect this to be a

equities.“From a market cycle

perspective, the recent outperformance of

gold and silver reflects a classic late-cycle
or risk-off phase rather than any
permanent shift away from equities.

Commodities tend to find momentum in
periods of high uncertainty,
slower growth expectations, and
tighter financial conditions,” he
says.

He adds, “While commodities can
outperform for phases, history
indicates that this is more tactical
than structural. Equities remain
the primary long-term creators of
wealth once growth visibility
improves.”

f WHY GOLD AND SILVER
RALLIED SO SHARPLY

According to Trivesh D, the rally
has been driven by several global
factors working together. “The

rally in gold and silver over the past year
has been a mix of global uncertainty,
geopolitical risks, expectations of lower
interest rates, sustained central bank
buying, and concerns around currency
stability,” he says.

Climbdown in Greenland
tensions to boost market
sentiments, help rupee recover

New Delhi.(Agency)

The overnight signs of a climbdown in Greenland-
related tensions will provide relief to market
sentiments and rupee volatility is likely to persist
in the near term but depreciation is expected to be
more gradual than the recent sharp moves, a
report showed on Thursday.

The rupee rebounded from its all-time low levels to
gain 15 paise at 91.50 against the US dollar in
early trade on Thursday.According to Radhika
Rao, Executive Director and Senior Economist at
DBS Bank, the bearish handover from last year

Trump suddenly softened his

stance on two of his loudest threats. He
backed off talk of taking Greenland by
force. He also stepped away from fresh
tariffs on Europe.With the fear factor
cooling, buying returned across
sectors. Analysts said the market was
oversold and just waiting for areason to
bounce. This was enough.

Dr V K Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist at Geojit Investments
Limited, did not hold back. “In yet
another classic TACO, Trump has

withdrawn from his threat to annex
Greenland by force,” he said.“More
importantly, the message that the US
would refrain from imposing tariffs on
Europe takes away the threat of a US
Europe trade war which was dragging
the markets down. The relief rally can
be significant since there are about 2
lakh short contracts in the market and
the setup is right for short covering.”
Brokerage notes echoed the sentiment.
Several pointed out that last week’s fall
had pushed valuations to levels where

one-time hit. Not everything
is gloomy though.Eternal delivered
better-than-expected revenue and
profit growth from its quick commerce
business, giving Dalal Street a rare
domestic boost.So is the worst finally
over? Too early to declare victory. But
today’s rebound shows the market was
skidding more out of fear than
fundamentals. If global cues stay calm
and earnings don’t spring nasty
surprises, this could well be the start of
steadier days on Dalal Street.

Al-Powered pricing is raising prices by up to
15%—Here’s how it affects you

Kolkata.(Agency)

Artificial intelligence is no longer limited
to chatbots or self-driving cars — it’s
now playing a major role in how
companies set prices for everyday
goods and services. Rather than fixed
pricing, many businesses are turning
to Al-powered pricing algorithms
that adjust prices in real time based
on customer behaviour, demand,
location, and even device type. While
firms market this as “smart pricing,”
consumer advocates warn it may be
contributing to higher costs, reduced
transparency, and new forms of
digital price discrimination.Dynamic
pricing — where prices vary
according to market conditions —
isn’t a new idea. Airlines have used
automated systems for decades to
change fares based on demand. What’s
changed is the scale and precision of
today’s Al systems. Modern algorithms
can instantly analyse thousands of data
points to forecast what a particular

customer is most likely to pay. These
tools are now widely used across e-

necessarily translate into lower costs
for consumers or workers.

commerce, food delivery apps, hotel The Rise of““Personalised” Prices

booking platforms, ride-hailing
services, and online retail. According to
a McKinsey study, companies using
Al-based pricing systems can see
revenue increases of up to 15 percent,
even though these gains do not

One of the most
controversial outcomes
of algorithmic pricing is
personalised pricing —
where different
customers may see
different prices for the
exact same product
based on data such as
browsing device or
inferred spending
power. Critics argue this
creates a form of digital
price discrimination,
with wealthier users
potentially charged

more simply because algorithms
predict they can afford it. Consumer
advocacy groups have raised alarms
about this trend, urging greater
oversight and fairness in pricing
mechanisms.

was further fuelled by a confluence of global as
well as domestic cues.A sharp rise in the global
VIX reflected weakness across market indicators,
not helped by unfavourable geopolitical
developments and jump in global bond yields. In
this context, overnight signs of a climbdown in
Greenland-related tensions will provide relief to
market sentiments,” she noted.

A momentous trade deal with the European Union
is within reach (likely to be finalised next week),
and some optimism has resurfaced over the US-
trade trade negotiations after constructive
remarks out of the World Economic Forum
(WEF) meeting Davos.Domestically, the
downward pressure on the rupee comes at a time
ofapparent strength in economic growth, with the
1Q-2QFY average at 8 per cent (on-year) and
“our forecast atabove 7.5 per cent for FY26”.

A weak currency does cushion rupee earnings for
exporters affected by higher tariffs but has caused
distortions elsewhere.“The annual CAD will still
look manageable at close to -1.0-1.2 per cent of
GDP, but capital flows have been the bigger
bother. After net outflows in 2025, equity markets
have witnessed USD 3 billion outflows this year,
while bonds attracted tepid interest,” said the
DBS Bank report.Net FDI is faring better than
last year but is still at a gap compared to gross FDI
due to repatriation pressures. “The fiscal impulse
will be more apparent at the upcoming Budget, as
cumulative general government borrowings are
expected torise in FY27,” it mentioned.

Tariffs or no tariffs, here's why global
CEOs are betting big on India

NO GLOBAL COMPANY CAN

India's rise in CEQ rankings
reflects a simple reality.
Global companies want
growth, scale and stability,

WHY INDIA

investments now place India among their
top three destinations.Last year that
figure was 7%. The jump pushes India
alongside Germany and the UK and
leaves only the United States ahead as a
preferred global investment market.

IS AN IMPORTANT
MARKET

und The numbers ShOW Indiu The global backdrop makes this rise more

is delivering more of it than
most major markets right
now.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Global CEOs are looking at a world that

feels more fragile than it did even a year
ago. Growth is uneven, new risks are
emerging and confidence has slipped. Yet
the latest PwC Global CEO Survey shows
one trend that cuts through the gloom.
More global leaders are shifting their
investment plans toward India.

The survey, based on responses from 4,454

CEOs across 95 countries, finds that 13%
of global CEOs planning international

striking. CEO confidence in short-term
revenue growth has fallen to 30%, down
from 38% last year. Threat perceptions
are higher too. 31% of CEOs say they are
highly or extremely exposed to cyber
risks. 29% expect tariffs to squeeze profit
margins. Another 32% admit geopolitical
tensions are making them hold back large
investments.India, however, is moving in
a different direction.The survey shows
that 42% of CEOs have pushed their
companies into new sectors over the last
five years as traditional revenue streams
slow. The companies doing this
successfully are reporting better margins
and stronger confidence.India fits this
shift naturally. It is one of the few major
markets where consumer demand, digital
adoption, manufacturing depth and

-
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technology capability are expanding at the
same time.For CEOs looking for growth
beyond slowing Western markets, India
offers a combination that is becoming
increasingly hard to ignore.This
confidence is visible in public statements.
JPMorgan CEO Jamie Dimon has
described India as a natural partner in a
rebalancing global economy.Microsoft
CEO Satya Nadella announced a $17.5

IGNORE

Scale is a major part of the story. Several

global research houses project that India is
on track to become the world’s third-
largest consumer product market by 2026,
behind only the United States and China.

Household consumption has almost

doubled over the past decade to about $2.4
trillion as incomes rise and urbanisation
accelerates.A Bain & Company analysis
found that many multinational consumer
firms with Indian operations are growing
faster in India than in their global
portfolios, and several report that India
now contributes meaningfully to
shareholder returns.For global CEOs, the
message is clear. Any company that is not
meaningfully present in India risks
missing one of the world’s biggest
consumer growth opportunities.

billion investment commitment focused PRACTICAL BASE FOR TECH, Al

on Al and cloud capacity and called India
central to the company’s future
strategy.Large retailers like LuLu Group
are expanding operations in multiple
Indian states because they see long-term
demand and policy stability. A MARKET

DEPLOYMENT

Technology ambitions are also shaping

CEO interest. Many global companies are
under pressure to show results from Al
investments, yet their in-house pilot
projects have produced mixed outcomes.
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Faridabad 'psycho killer' gets life term for
woman's murder; linked to 5 more

Singh Raj, dubbed the
"psycho killer," who
was sentenced to life
imprisonment for the
kidnapping and murder
of a 21-year-old
woman in Faridabad,
was found to have
been involved in six
other murders,
including those of
three minors and his
own relu'rives.

registeracase.

Delhi parkmg fees to double during
GRAP IIl and IV pollution alerts

New Delhi.(Agency)

In an attempt to curb air pollution in the national capital,
the Delhi government has decided to increase parking fees.
According to a new notification from the Environment
Department, parking fees across the city will double
whenever the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP)
reaches Phase [11 (severe) or Phase IV (very severe).

The move is part of the city’s efforts to discourage
vehicle use during days of high pollution. By increasing
parking charges, authorities aim to reduce traffic
congestion and limit vehicular emissions, which are major
contributors to the city’s worsening air quality, sources
said. Notably, the Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) on Tuesday announced that
GRAP-4 restrictions have been withdrawn in Delhi-NCR
afteraslight improvement in air quality.

Authorities said the decision was taken as pollution
levels showed a downward trend compared to the past few
days. Despite the rollback, air pollution remains a major
issue.

Delhi’s AQI continued to be in the ‘very poor’ category
on Wednesday. This marks a marginal improvement from
the severe air quality levels that had engulfed the city till
the day before Wednesday.

According to the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), the city recorded a 24-hour average air quality
index (AQI) of 330 at 4 pm.The air quality remained poor
across most parts of the capital with 29 monitoring stations
recording *very poor” air quality and nine stations falling in
the *poor’ category, as per CPCB’s Sameer app. Among
them, Nehru Nagar recorded the worst air quality in the
evening with an AQI of 383.

As per Delhi’s Decision Support System, the transport
emerged as the largest contributor to air pollution in the
city at 13.5%. Peripheral industries accounted for 10.8% of
emissions, while Delhi-based burning contributed 1.2%.
Construction activities added 1.7%.

Senior citizen placed under 'digital

arrest' on pretext of Delhi blast
probe, loses Rs 16.5 lakh

New Delhi.(Agency)

A T5-year-old retired civic official has allegedly been
duped of Rs 16.5 lakh by cyber fraudsters who posed as ATS
and NIA personnel and placed him under "digital arrest" for
interrogation, claiming his name surfaced in the Delhi bomb
blast case, police said.The victim, a resident of Andheri
(East) in Mumbai, approached the West Region Cyber Police
Station on Monday, an official said on Wednesday.

An explosive-laden vehicle detonated outside the historic
Red Fort in Delhi on November 10 last year, killing over 12
persons.

According to the police, the victim, a retired official of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation, received a call on
December 11 from unidentified persons claiming to be
officers from the Delhi anti-terrorism department. The caller
threatened him, saying his name had surfaced in the Delhi
bomb blast case and that he needed to be interrogated
secretly.

The caller then asked the victim to download the Signal
application, where he received a video call.During the call,
one of the fraudsters posed as National Investigation Agency
(NIA) officer Sadanand Date. The caller told the victim thata
bank account linked to his mobile number had allegedly
received Rs 7 crore through money laundering activities and
warned that he would be arrested in the case, the police said.

Citing the seriousness of the matter and its alleged
connection to national security, the caller instructed the
victim not to discuss the issue with anyone. The fraudsters
claimed that the agency needed to verify whether his
investments and deposits were from legal sources, and asked
the victim to transfer his money to certain bank accounts for
verification, a police official said.

Accordingly, the victim deposited Rs 16.5 lakh, following
which the caller blocked his number.The victim later
approached the cyber police and lodged a complaint, based
on which a case has been registered against unidentified
persons, the official said.

Digital arrest is a growing form of cybercrime in which
fraudsters pose as law enforcement, court officials or
personnel from government agencies to intimidate victims
through audio and video calls.They hold the victims
hostage and put pressure on them to pay money.In
December last year, the Supreme Court asked the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to carry out a
unified pan-India probe into cases of digital arrest fraud.

New Delhi.(Agency)

A Faridabad court on Wednesday sentenced
54-year-old "psycho killer"
life imprisonment for kidnapping and
murdering a woman in 2022, in a case that
came to light after the victim’s family
reported her missing to the
police.According to police, Singh Raj is
accused of committing a total of six
murders in Faridabad, including those of
three minors, his uncle and his cousin.
While pronouncing the sentence, the court
also imposed a fine of Rs 2.1 lakh on him in
addition to the life sentence.The case for
which Raj received the life term involved a
21-year-old woman from Bhupani village,
whose aunt filed a missing person report in
January 2022, prompting the police to

The victim’s remains were later recovered
on January 6, and the accused was arrested "During the trial,
the following day. During interrogation,

, Singh Raj, to

and

last known

Bhupani.

Raj confessed to killing the woman and
dumping her body on the banks of the Agra
Canal.He admitted that he had harassed the
21-year-old victim, and that she
had blackmailed him because of
it, following which he called her
strangled her
death.Analysis of phone data
confirmed his connection to her

absence of eyewitness testimony,
prosecutors were able to gather
enough evidence to proceed with |
the charges.

He also admitted to five other
murders, including three minors,
and a charge sheet in the case was
filed on March 30, 2022, based on the
initial complaint by the woman from

testified...After hearing all parties, the

to

contact. Despite the

the courts,"
spokesperson.
Prosecutors used call records,

29 witnesses

court of Additional Sessions Judge
Purushottam Kumar held (Raj) guilty on
Tuesday, and the court sentenced him to

life imprisonment and imposed a fine of Rs [ addition to these crimes.
2.10 lakh today. Other cases are pending in
said a Faridabad police

I-PAC Got Rs 13.5 Crore Loan From A
Company That Doesn't Exist, Probe On

New Delhi.(Agency)
Political consultancy firm Indian
Political Action Committee (I-PAC)
has come under scrutiny following
disclosures in its financial filings that
it received an unsecured loan of Rs
13.5 crore in 2021 from a firm
based in Haryana's Rohtak that,
according to official public
records, had ceased to exist
years earlierIn its financial
disclosures, [-PAC named the
lender as Ramasetu §
Infrastructure India (P) Limited.
However, an examination of
records from the Registrar of |
Companies, a central
government authority, shows
that no such entity appears in the
official database. Incorporation
documents are available only for a
similarly named company, Ramsetu
Infrastructure India Private Limited.

According to corporate data aggregator

Zauba Corp, Ramsetu Infrastructure
India Private Limited was
incorporated on December 18, 2013,
as a non-government private
company engaged in real estate
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activities, with an authorised share
capital of Rs 5 lakh. The company
had two directors - Vijendar and
Vikram - both appointed on October
18, 2013.0fficial records further
show that the company was struck off

under Section 248(1) of the
Companies Act, 2013, on August 18,
2018. The strike-off indicates that the
Registrar took action after the
company failed to commence
business or ceased operations for two

consecutive financial years and
did not meet statutory compliance
requirements.

! Despite this, I-PAC's filings state

that it received the loan in 2021,
nearly three years after the
company was dissolved.When
contacted the phone number listed
online for Ram Setu Infrastructure
India Private Limited. the
individual who answered
identified himself as Mukesh from

Yamuna Nagar in Haryana and
denied any association with the
company. He also said he had no
knowledge of why his number was
listed as the firm's contact.

IAS Officer Who Emptied Stadium To
Walk Dog Scores Big Delhi Role

New Delhi.(Agency)

Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD)

was
"We used to train till 8-8.30 pm under

Khirwar, then Delhi's Principal Secretary ~ Khirwar had then said the allegation
IAS officer Sanjeev Khirwar, the new (Revenue), could walk his dog. "absolutely incorrect".

He accepted that he "sometimes" took

commissioner, had been shunted out of lights earlier. But now, we are asked to his pet fora walk at the facility but denied

the national capital amid a
massive controversy in 2022,
Khirwar drew fire in 2022
amid allegations that athletes
at Delhi's Thyagaraj Stadium
complex were asked to leave
early so that the bureaucrat
could "walk his dog".
Khirwar is a 1994-batch
IAS officer of the Arunachal
Pradesh-Goa-Mizoram and
Union Territories (AGMUT)
cadre. His wife, Rinku
Dugga, is also an IAS officer.On May 26,
2022, The Indian Express reported that
Thyagaraj Stadium, where young
athletes practice, was being closed for
sports activities earlier than usual so that

leave the ground by 7 pm so that the
officer can walk his dog on the ground.
Our training and practice routine has
been disrupted," the newspaper quoted a
coach as saying.

that it disrupted the athletes'
practice. In the wake of the
controversy, Delhi's then Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
directed all state-run sports
facilities in the city to stay open for
sportspersons till 10 pm.

Following the row, the Union
Home Ministry transferred
Khirwar to Ladakh. He has now

. been brought back, and Ashwani

Kumar, the previous MCD
commissioner, transferred to

Jammu and Kashmir. The bureaucrat
takes charge right before the MCD
prepares to present its budget and faces
several administrative and financial
challenges.

defendant

statements, and other circumstantial

findings to link Singh Raj to the killings.

The court applied sections 302 and 364,
covering both murder and abduction,
inits judgment.

Raj worked as a security guard at a
private hospital in Sector 16 in
Faridabad and had come under police
suspicion during another
investigation.

Police said that in 2019, he molested
and killed the daughter of a tea
vendor. In August 2020, he killed a
12-year-old girl employed at a
hospital, and in June 2021, he
murdered another minor girl working
as a cleaner there.

Raj also
confessed to murdering his uncle and
cousin, although he had previously been
acquitted in that case due to lack of
evidence, police added.

Magh Mela-Swami
Avimukteshwaranand clash reignites

Jyotirmath Shankaracharya row

New Delhi.(Agency)

Amid the ongoing Magh Mela in Prayagraj,
tensions have flared between disciples of Swami
Avimukteshwarananda and the fair administration,
escalating into a political controversy. The
administration has sent a notice to Swami
Avimukteshwaranand, questioning on what basis he
claimed the title of Shankaracharya.

This move was based on a Supreme Court order
that had halted the appointment and consecration of
Shankaracharyas.

Swami Avimukteshwaranand has been recognised
as the Shankaracharya of Jyotirmath since 2022, but
his appointment has been mired in controversy from
the start. The recent clash during Mauni Amavasya in
Prayagraj has revived a debate that traces its roots
back over 80 years,

ORIGINS OF CONTROVERSY

The Shankaracharya seat at Jyotirmath remained
vacant for nearly 168 years after the death of Swami
Ramakrishna Tirtha in the 18th century. During this
period, multiple sadhus and gurus laid claim to the
title, leading to a series of civil disputes in the early
20th century.In 1941, the Shankaracharyas of three
other Peeths persuaded Swami Brahmananda
Saraswati to accept the position. His appointment,
supported by the Puri and Sringeri Shankaracharyas
as well as regional rulers, marked a unanimous
recognition of his leadership.

Swami Brahmananda Saraswati died on May 20,
1953, sparking a succession dispute that persists
even today.

THE SUCCESSION DISPUTE

After Brahmananda Saraswati’s death, his disciple
Swami Hariharanand Saraswati refused the position.
A registered will allegedly named Swami
Shantanand Saraswati as the successor, followed by
Swami Dwarkesananda Saraswati, Swami
Vishnudevananda Saraswati, and Swami
Paramananda Saraswati.Swami Shantanand
assumed the position, but many disciples and other
Shankaracharyas questioned the legitimacy of a
succession by will, citing Adi Shankaracharya’s
“Mathamnaya Mahanushasanam,” which did not
allow appointment by testament.Over the following
decades, disputes continued:

Swami Krishnabodh Ashramji Maharaj was
nominated as Shankaracharya and died in 1973,
naming Swami Swaroopanand Saraswati as his
successor.In 1989, Swaroopanand Saraswati
declared himself successor after the death of a senior
saint, while Swantanandji recognised Vasudevanand
Saraswati, resulting in two Shankaracharyas from
the same Peeth.The Allahabad High Court in 2017
refused to recognise either Swaroopanand
Saraswati or Vasudevanand Saraswati as
legitimate Shankaracharyas.

Saraswati Puja, Friday Namaz can both take place
tomorrow af disputed Bhojshala: Supreme Court

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Supreme Court on Thursday ruled
that both Hindu and Muslim devotees
may offer prayers at the disputed
Bhojshala complex in Madhya Pradesh’s
Dhar on Friday, January 23, as the
Saraswati Puja festival coincides with
customary Friday prayers.The Court took
into consideration a proposal under
which Juma prayers would be conducted
between | pm and 3 pm in a designated
area inside the mosque, with the crowd
dispersing immediately after the namaz.
Similar arrangements would be made to
facilitate Saraswati Puja at the site.

"A fair suggestion was given that in the
afternoon for namaz within 1 and 3 pm
and exclusive and separate area within
the same compound including separate
ingress and eggress within the same
compound shall be made available so that
Namaz can be performed. Similarly a
separate space shall be made available to

the Hindu community to hold traditional

ceremonies on the occasion of Basant |

Panchami," the court said.
The Bhojshala complex, an [lth-

century monument protected by the §

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI),
has long been the subject of a religious
dispute. Hindus consider it a temple

dedicated to Goddess Saraswati, while F

Muslims claim it as the Kamal Maula
Mosque.The Bhoj Utsav Committee had
sought permission from authorities to
perform Saraswati Puja throughout the
day on January 23, while the Muslim
community submitted a memorandum
seeking approval to offer Friday prayers
from | pmto 3 pm, citing the significance
of the day.

Under an arrangement in place for the
past 23 years, the ASI allows Hindus to
worship at Bhojshala on Tuesdays, while
Muslims are permitted to offer prayers on
Fridays.

A similar situation had arisen in 2016,
when Basant Panchami fell on a Friday,
leading to protests and clashes in Dhar
over prayer timings at the disputed site.

SENDS MAIN CASE TO HIGH

COURT

that the sealed report submitted by the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) be
opened in open court.

“We request the High Court to open the
ASI’s sealed report in open court,” the
# Supreme Court said, while further
directing that copies of the report be
furnished to both parties. The parties will
be allowed to file their objections to the
ASI report within two weeks thereafter.It
also ordered that the status quo with
respect to the disputed site be maintained
until the High Court takes up and hears
the matter. The dispute over the Bhojshala
has intensified recently due to a court-
ordered scientific survey. In March 2024,

The Supreme Court also referred the
original dispute concerning the Dhar
Bhojshala to the Madhya Pradesh High
Court, directing its division bench to take
up the matter expeditiously. Disposing of
the petition before it, the top court asked
the High Court to hear the original
dispute within two weeks.It also directed

the Madhya Pradesh High Court ordered
a scientific survey to determine the site's
original character. The ASI submitted a
report in July 2024, reportedly finding
evidence of pre-existing temple
structures, including Sanskrit
inscriptions and defaced Hindu deities.
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Bangladesh Launches
Campaigns For First Post-
Sheikh Hasina Polls

CAPE CANAVERAL. (Agency)

Bangladesh begins official campaigning on Thursday
for hugely anticipated general elections next month,
the first since the 2024 uprising ended the autocratic
rule of Sheikh Hasina.The South Asian nation of 170
million people votes on February 12 for 350
lawmakers, ushering in new leadership after
prolonged political turmoil following the overthrow
of Hasina's government, reshaping domestic and
regional power dynamics.It comes against the
backdrop of insecurity -- including the murder last
month ofa student leader of the anti-Hasina protests --
as well as warnings of a "flood" of online
disinformation.European Union election observers
say the vote will be the "biggest democratic process of
2026" Mass rallies are expected with hundreds of
thousands of supporters gathering, as the frontrunners
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and the
largest Islamist party, Jamaat-e-Islami, formally
launch their campaigns.Sufi Shrine

BNP chief and prime ministerial hopeful Tarique
Rahman, 60, who returned to Bangladesh in
December after 17 years in exile, is due to address a
string of rallies starting in the north-eastern city of
Sylhet.Rahman assumed formal leadership of the
BNP after the death in December of his mother, 80-
year-old former prime minister Khaleda Zia.

Bangladesh, home to one of the world's largest Muslim-
majority populations, has a significant Sufi
following, and parties have traditionally launched
campaigns in Sylhet, home to the centuries-old shrine
of Shah Jalal.

Several Missing After
Landslides Hit New Zealand
Campground

World. (Agency)

A landslide smashed into a campsite in rain-swept
northern New Zealand on Thursday, leaving
multiple people missing under tonnes of mud.

Mounds of earth buried and crushed a shower block at
the campsite, which lies at the foot of extinct volcano
Mount Maunganui, video and photo images on local
media showed. Voices were briefly heard calling for
help from beneath the rubble, witnesses and
emergency officials said."Whilst the land's still
moving there, they're in a rescue mission," Assistant
Police Commissioner Tim Anderson told reporters at
the scene."I can't be drawn on numbers. What I can
say is that it is single figures." The landslip hit several
camper vans and the shower block at the camp,
which lies on the North Island in an area lashed by
heavy overnight rain. Visiting Canadian tourist Dion
Siluch, 34, said he was relaxing at the now-
evacuated Mount Hot Pools complex by the
mountain when it hit."I was in a massage at that
mountain pools and the whole room started
shaking," he told AFP.

"When I walked out, there was a caravan in the pool,
and there's a mudslide that missed me by about 30
feet," Siluch said. "It was all very confusing. I wasn't
sure if someone had driven off the road and into the
pool. It took me a while to realise that the mountain
had collapsed and had pushed everything into the
pool."

'People Screaming'

The tourist said he had seen another landslip about an
hour earlier but took little notice.Police later arrived
by helicopter and told people to evacuate, Siluch said.

Immigration Officers Have
Power To Enter Homes

Without Judicial Warrant: US
Memo

world. (Agency)

Federal immigration officers are asserting sweeping
power to forcibly enter people's homes without a
judge's warrant, according to an internal Immigration
and Customs Enforcement memo obtained by The
Associated Press, marking a sharp reversal of
longstanding guidance meant to respect
constitutional limits on government searches.

The memo authorises ICE officers to use force to enter a
residence based solely on a more narrow
administrative warrant to arrest someone with a final
order of removal, a move that advocates say collides
with Fourth Amendment protections and upends
years of advice given to immigrant communities.

The shift comes as the Trump administration
dramatically expands immigration arrests nationwide,
deploying thousands of officers under a mass
deportation campaign that is already reshaping
enforcement tactics in cities such as Minneapolis.

For years, immigrant advocates, legal aid groups and
local governments have urged people not to open
their doors to immigration agents unless they are
shown a warrant signed by a judge. That guidance is
rooted in Supreme Court rulings that generally
prohibit law enforcement from entering a home
without judicial approval. The ICE directive directly
undercuts that advice at a time when arrests are
accelerating under the administration's immigration
crackdown.The memo itself has not been widely
shared within the agency, according to a
whistleblower complaint, but its contents have been
used to train new ICE officers who are being
deployed into cities and towns to implement the
president's immigration crackdown. New ICE hires
and those still in training are being told to follow the
memo's guidance instead of written training materials
that actually contradict the memo, according to the
whistleblower disclosure.It is unclear how broadly
the directive has been applied in immigration
enforcement operations. The Associated Press
witnessed ICE officers ramming through the front
door of the home of a Liberian man, Garrison Gibson,
with a deportation order from 2023 in Minneapolis on
Jan. 11, wearing heavy tactical gear and with their
rifles drawn.
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Venezuela's interim president Delcy Rodriguez to visit US

Delcy Rodriguez would be the first
sitting Venezuelan president to visit
the United States in more than a
quarter century -- aside from
presidents attending United Nations
meetings in New York.

SEOUL. (Agency)

Venezuela's interim president will soon visit
the United States, a senior US official said
Wednesday, further signaling President
Donald Trump's willingness to embrace
the oil-rich country's new leader.Delcy
Rodriguez would be the first sitting
Venezuelan president to visit the United
States in more than a quarter century --
aside from presidents attending United
Nations meetings in New York.She said
Wednesday that she approached any
dialogue with the United States "without
fear.""We are in a process of dialogue, of
working with the United States, without
any fear, to confront our differences and
difficulties...and to address them through
diplomacy," said Rodriguez.The invitation

Kirtida Mekani, Singapore's
'tree lady’, dies at 66

reflects a head-snapping shift in relations
between Washington and Caracas since US
Delta Force operatives swooped into
Caracas, seized president Nicolas Maduro
and spirited him to a US jail to face
narcotrafficking charges.

Rodriguez was a former vice president and

long-time insider in Venezuela's

authoritarian and anti-American |

government, before changing tack as
interim president.She is still the subject of
US sanctions, including an asset freeze.

Rodriguez on Wednesday began

reorganizing the leadership of the country's
military forces, appointing 12 senior
officers to regional commands.As a flotilla
of US warships remains off the Venezuelan
coast, she has allowed the United States to
broker the sale of Venezuelan oil,
facilitated foreign investment and released
dozens of political prisoners.A senior
White House official said Rodriguez
would visit soon, but no date has been
set.All for oilThe last bilateral visit by a
sitting Venezuelan president came in the
1990s -- before populist leader Hugo
Chavez took power.Since then, successive
Venezuelan governments have made a
point of thumbing their nose at Washington
and building close ties with US foes in

China, Cuba, Iran and Russia.The US trip,
which has yet to be confirmed by
Venezuelan authorities, could pose
problems for Rodriguez inside the
government -- where some hardliners still
detest what they see as Washington's
hemispheric imperialism.Interior Minister
Diosdado Cabello and Defense Minister
Vladimir Padrino Lopez remain powerful
forces in the country, and analysts say their
support for Rodriguez is not a
given.Cabello on his weekly state
television program Wednesday night
denied reports he had met with US officials
ahead of Maduro's ouster."It's a campaign.
They say, 'Diosdado met with the United
States'...I haven't met with anyone," he
said. Trump has so far appeared happy to

allow Rodriguez and much of the
repressive government to remain in power,
so long as the United States has access to
Venezuelan oil -- the largest proven
reserves in the world. Trump hosted
Venezuela's exiled opposition leader and
Nobel peace laureate Maria Corina
Machado at the White House earlier this
month.After initially dismissing Machado
and her ability to control the country's
powerful armed forces and intelligence
services, he said Tuesday that he would
"love" to have her "involved in some
way."Machado's party is widely
considered to have won 2024 elections that
Washington said were stolen by
Maduro.Analysts say Trump's embrace of
Rodriguez and avoidance of wholesale
regime change can be explained by an
unwillingness to repeat mistakes made in
the overthrow of Saddam Hussein in
Iraq."Those kinds of intervention
operations -- and the deployment of troops
for stabilization -- have always ended very
badly," said Benigno Alarcon, a politics
expert at the Andres Bello Catholic
University in Caracas.Trump's stance has
however angered democracy activists who
argue that all political prisoners must be
freed and granted amnesty.

Trump backs down on
Greenland and cancels tariff
threat after NATO agrees to

World. (Agency)
Kirtida Mekani, who came from
Karnataka and became one of
Singapore's most influential
champions of environmental
sustainability, community
service and cultural heritage,
has passed away after suffering
a massive heart at home. She
was 66.A recipient of the
President's Award for
environment work and an *
inductee of the Singapore !
Women's Hall of Fame in 2024, 5 & &
Mekani's legacy is woven into
the island's green spaces,
community gardens,
educational institutions and cultural
landmarks, reported online tabloid
tabla!The sudden passing off "Tree
Lady", as she was affectionately called,
On January 19 has left a profound void
in Singapore's environment, arts, and
civic communities a€“ circles she
shaped quietly yet decisively for more
than three decades.Mekani's lifelong
love for nature began in childhood on
her family's farm in Karnataka. A
simple yet transformative moment a€*
discovering how a "smelly" compost
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pit turned into fertile soil 4€* opened
her eyes to nature's regenerative power.
That early lesson stayed with her,
shaping a philosophy that nature, if
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understood and respected, could teach
humanity how to live sustainably.

When she moved to Singapore with her
husband Bharat Mekani in 1990, she
was immediately struck by the
greenery along the drive from the
Changi Airport. That image, she often
recalled, planted a seed that would
later blossom into one of Singapore's
most successful citizen-led
environmental initiatives.In 1993,
Mekani became the founding
executive director of the Singapore

Environment Council, where she spent
four years designing and
implementing more than 50
environmental protection and
education programmes for schools,
businesses, and communities.Even
after stepping down, she remained
deeply involved in grassroots
environmental education, mentoring
young leaders, and advising
organisations.Her proudest
achievement was the Plant-A-Tree
Programme, launched in 2007 in
partnership with Singapore's
National Parks Board under the
Garden City Fund here.The idea
initially faced scepticism, with
doubts over whether the public would
participate. Mekani persisted a€“
convinced Singaporeans would
respond if given the chance to connect
personally with nature. She was
right.Since its inception, the
programme has seen over 76,000 trees
planted, introduced more than 200
native species, and involved over
100,000 participants from all walks of
life. It remains one of Singapore's most
enduring citizen-driven green
initiatives.

After Minneapolis, Democrats confront political
vulnerabilities as they battle Trump on immigration

WASHINGTON. (Agency)

Democrats had planned to campaign in
the midterm elections on affordability
and health care, two issues where
Americans are particularly unhappy
with President Donald Trump.

But the aggressive immigration
crackdown in Minnesota, including
the killing of Renee Good during a
confrontation with federal agents, has
scrambled the party's playbook.

Now Democrats are trying to translate
visceral outrage into political strategy,
even though there's little consensus on
how to press forward on issues where
the party has recently struggled to earn
voters' trust.Some Democrats want to
abolish Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, a proposal that echoes
"defund the police" rhetoric from
Trump's first term, and impeach
administration officials such as

Homeland Security Secretary Kristi
Noem.Others have taken a different
approach, introducing legislation
intended to curb alleged abuses by
federal agents. But those ideas have
been criticized by activists as
insufficient, and there is mounting
pressure to obstruct funding for
deportations."We're Democrats. I'm
sure we're going to have 50 different
ideas and 50 different ways to say it,"
said Chuck Rocha, a party strategist
who is advising several House and
Senate candidates on immigration this
year.If Democrats fail to strike the
right balance, they could imperil their
efforts to retake control of Congress
and statehouses around the country.
They could also hamper a chance to
rebuild credibility with voters whose
dissatisfaction with border
enforcement under Democratic

President Joe Biden helped return
Trump, a Republican, to the White
House.Neera Tanden, president of the
Center for American Progress and
Biden's former domestic policy
adviser, believes the party can thread
the needle."It's not too much to ask
that we have a government that can
produce a secure border, that can
deport people who are not legally here,
and that can also respect people's civil
and human rights," she told The
Associated Press. "This country has
done that before, and it can do it
again.”

Violent scenes force a strong
Democratic response

Immigration crackdowns have spread
from city to city since Trump took
office, but the latest operation in
Minnesota has generated some of the
most intense controversy.

future Arctic deal

World. (Agency)

President Donald Trump on Wednesday scrapped the
tariffs that he threatened to impose on eight European
nations to press for U.S. control over Greenland,
pulling a dramatic reversal shortly after insisting he
wanted to get the island "including right, title and
ownership."In a post on his social media site, Trump
said he had agreed with the head of NATO on a
"framework of a future deal" on Arctic security,
potentially defusing tension that had far-reaching
geopolitical implications.He said "additional
discussions" on Greenland were being held
concerning the Golden Dome missile defense
program, a multilayered, $175 billion system that for
the first time will put U.S. weapons in space.

Trump offered few details, saying they were still being
worked out. But one idea NATO members have
discussed as part of a compromise with Trump was
that Denmark and the alliance would work with the
U.S. tobuild more U.S. military bases on Greenland.

That's according to a European official familiar with the
matter but not authorized to comment publicly. The
official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said it
was not immediately clear if that idea was included in
the framework Trump announced.

Trump has backed off tariffs before

The president has threatened tariffs before only to back
away. In April, after first saying he would slap
massive import levies on nations from around the
world, which prompted a sharp negative market
reaction, Trump eased off.But his change of heart this
time came only after he used his speech at the World
Economic Forum in the Swiss Alps to focus on
Greenland and threatened to upend NATO, an alliance
that has been among the globe's most unshakable
since the early days of the Cold War.In his address,
Trump said he was asking for territory that was "cold
and poorly located" and that the U.S. had effectively
saved Europe during World War IT while declaring of
NATO: "It's a very small ask compared to what we
have given them for many, many decades."

Iran offers first government-issued death toll from
protest crackdown, one far lower than activists

DUBALI. (Agency)

Iran offered its first government-issued death
toll Wednesday following a crackdown on
nationwide protests, giving a far lower
figure than activists abroad as the country's
theocracy tries to reassert control after
unrest recalling the chaos surrounding its
1979 Islamic Revolution.State television
carried statements by the Interior Ministry
and the Foundation of Martyrs and
Veterans Affairs, an official body providing
services to families of those killed in wars,
saying 3,117 people were killed. It added
that 2,427 of the dead in the demonstrations
that began Dec. 28 were civilians and
security forces. It did not elaborate on the
rest. Iran's government in the past has
undercounted or not reported fatalities
from unrest.The U.S.-based Human Rights
Activists News Agency said the death toll
early Thursday was at least 4,902, with
many more feared dead. The human rights
group has been accurate throughout the
years on demonstrations and unrest in Iran,
relying on a network of activists inside the

country that confirms all reported
fatalities. Other groups similarly have
offered higher numbers than the Iranian
government tally. The Associated Press has
been unable to independently assess the
death toll, in part due to authorities cutting
access to the internet and blocking
international calls into the country. Iran
also reportedly has limited journalists'
ability locally to report on the aftermath,
instead repeatedly airing claims on state
television that refer to demonstrators as
"rioters" motivated by America and Israel,
without offering evidence to support the
allegation.Meanwhile, Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi issued his most-
direct threat yet to the United States,
warning the Islamic Republic will be
"firing back with everything we have if we
come under renewed attack."The
comments came as Araghchi saw his
invitation to the World Economic Forum in
Davos rescinded over the killings, and as a
U.S. aircraft carrier group moved west
toward the Middle East from Asia. U.S.

fighter jets and other equipment appeared
to be moving in the Mideast after a major
U.S. military deployment in the Caribbean
saw troops seize Venezuela's Nicolas
Maduro.Protest death toll rises

The death toll exceeds that of any other

round of protest or unrest in Iran in
decades, and recalls the chaos surrounding
the 1979 revolution that brought the
Islamic Republic into being. Although
there have been no protests for days, there
are fears the toll could increase
significantly as information gradually

emerges from a country under a
government-imposed shutdown of the
internet since Jan. 8.Nearly 26,500 people
have also been arrested, according to the
Human Rights Activists News Agency.
Comments from officials have led to fears
of some of those detained being put to
death in Iran, one of the world's top
executioners.

& Mass executions and the killing of peaceful

protesters have been two red lines laid
down by U.S. President Donald Trump in
the tensions.

Araghchi makes threat in column
Araghchi made the threat in an opinion article

published by The Wall Street Journal. The
foreign minister contended "the violent
phase of the unrest lasted less than 72
hours" and sought again to blame armed
demonstrators for the violence. Videos that
made it out of Iran despite an internet
shutdown appear to show security forces
repeatedly using live fire to target
apparently unarmed protesters, something
unaddressed by Araghchi.
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Rinku Singh underused

by India, should have
played 100 T20ls by

now: Simon Doull

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former pacer Simon Doull said Rinku Singh’s
T20I opportunities for India have been far too
limited, despite his proven match-winning
ability. Rinku showcased his finishing
brilliance on Wednesday, January 21, scoring
an unbeaten 44 off 20 balls, including four
fours and three sixes, to help India post 238
for seven and secure a 48-run win over New
Zealand in the series opener at Nagpur.Since
making his T201 debut in 2023, Rinku has
played just 36 matches. He missed out on
India’s T20 World Cup 2024 squad but
earned a spot in the 2026 edition. Doull
believes Rinku should have featured in far
more T20Is by now, highlighting his
exceptional power and composure at the
death. He described Rinku as one of the best
finishers in the game, whose talent India have
clearly underutilised.“Rinku Singh is one of
the best finishers in the game. We saw him
burst onto the scene in the IPL four or five
years ago, and I still feel he hasn’t played
enough T20 cricket for India since then. He
should have featured far more and could

easily have played 100 games by now,” Doull
told Star Sports.“Rinku needs to be backed in
that finishing role because he is exceptional
at it. Despite his height, he is incredibly
powerful, and his ability to get under the ball
at the death makes him extremely difficult to
bowlto,” Doull added.

INDIADOMINATE KIWIS

India began their five-match T20I series
against New Zealand with a commanding 48-
run victory. After New Zealand won the toss
and elected to bowl, India delivered a
spectacular batting performance, posting 238
for seven in 20 overs—one of their highest
T20 totals against the Kiwis.Opener
Abhishek Sharma was the star, smashing 84
off just 35 balls with eight sixes, setting the
tone for India’s aggressive innings. He
received strong support from Suryakumar
Yadav (32), Hardik Pandya (25), and a
blistering knock from Rinku Singh, helping
India finish on a high.

Gautam Gambhir reacts
to Tharoor's PM Modi
post, says pitted
against his own team

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

India head coach Gautam Gambhir created a
stir on social media on Thursday, January
22, with his latest tweet. After India’s first
T20I win against New Zealand in Nagpur,
Gambhir reacted to a tweet praising him,
but his response hinted that he does not
enjoy complete authority over the Indian
team, setting off widespread discussion
online.The tweet he responded to was
posted by Congress MP Shashi Tharoor,
who had earlier shared that he met his old
friend Gautam Gambhir in Nagpur and held

a frank conversation with the India head
coach about the team.Tharoor spoke
warmly of Gambhir, describing his role as
the second-toughest job in India, behind
only that of the Prime Minister, praise that
inadvertently led to Gambhir’s
controversial reply.In Nagpur, enjoyed a
good & frank discussion with my old friend
Gautam Gambbhir, the man with the hardest
job in India after the PM’s! He is being
second-guessed by millions daily but stays
calm and walks on undaunted. A word of
appreciation for his quiet determination and
able leadership. Wishing him all success,”
Tharoor wrote a day ahead of the opening
T20I of the series.Gambhir reacted to the
tweet late on Thursday night and hit back at
critics who have called him out over the
Indian team’s transition phase. Gambhir
said that, contrary to popular belief, he does
not have “unlimited authority” over the
Indian team and that clarity would emerge
once the dust settles.He kept his remark
ambiguous, without making anything
explicit.“When the dust settles, truth and
logic about a coach’s supposedly ‘unlimited
authority’ will become clear. Till then I’'m
amused at being pitted against my own who
are the very best!” Gambhir wrote on
Twitter.

No Gill, all thrill: India's hyper aggression
returns right before T20 World Cup

wIND vs NZ, 1st T201: India showcased
fearless, aggressive batting to pile up 238
against New Zealand in the T201 series
opener in Nagpur. With Shubman Gill out
of the side, India returned to their
belligerent best, each batter playing
without fear of failure, while Rinku Singh
provided the cushion in the lower middle
order.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Gonna be a cracker of a series,” tweeted

Rajasthan Royals batter Riyan Parag when
his former captain Sanju Samson walked out
to bat against New Zealand in the first T20I
of the five-match series. The mood at the
VCA Stadium in Nagpur matched the tweet.
Spectators settled into their seats earlier than
usual. Nobody wanted to miss a ball when
Samson and Abhishek Sharma were at the
crease, and nobody did.The beginning of the
innings lived up to the anticipation. After
seeing off a few deliveries, Abhishek Sharma

launched Jacob Duffy straight down the
ground for six. Samson, fully aware that the
partnership demanded immediate intent,
followed it up by pulling Kyle Jamieson for
two boundaries in the second over.Samson’s
stay, however, was brief. Still in the
second over, Jamieson dismissed him
with a well-disguised slower ball that
Samson chipped to short midwicket.
The crowd barely had time to process
the dismissal before Ishan Kishan
walked out. Away from the team for
over two years, Kishan showed no
interest in easing himself back in.
Instead of taking time to settle, he
struck two of his first three balls for
four.That burst did not last long either.
Misjudging the pace of the ball in the
third over, Kishan chipped a catch to
cover. India were two down inside three
overs.

Six months ago, this would have triggered a
familiar response. An anchor would dig in.
The innings would slow. Damage control
would take over.

But this is not India. Not any more. And
certainly not the India that opens with
Abhishek Sharma and Shubman Gill.

THE GILLPROBLEM INDIAHAD

Let’s talk about the Gill problem India had.
Thrust into the top of the order of the T20I
side, Gill struggled to adapt to the tempo of a
team that had grown accustomed to driving
in sixth gear.Was it Gill’s fault? Not really.

India had split an opening pair featuring two
batters striking at 190 and 180. Gill played 15
T20Is since the start of the Asia Cup and
managed 291 runs at an average of 24.25 and
a strike rate of 137.26.Gill is undoubtedly
one of'the finest young batters going around,
but asking him to do something that does not
naturally come to him was a failure of the
team management and the selectors. What it
also did was eat into a finisher’s role, as India
were forced to play their wicketkeeper in the

Decoding RCB's bold moves: Turning weakness
info winning weapons in WPL 2026

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

When Royal Challengers Bengaluru walked
onto the field against Mumbai Indians in
their WPL 2026 opener, the cracks in their
batting lineup were impossible to ignore.
Nadine de Klerk’s late heroics salvaged
the innings, but the absence of Ellyse
Perry, arguably RCB’s most
accomplished batter, had left a glaring
void.Radha Yadav, with a modest top
score of 27 in the WPL, came in at No. 5,
and the middle-to-lower order looked
perilously fragile. The signs were clear:
this batting line-up could be exposed at
any moment.Fast-forward through a
series of high-pressure games, and RCB
have done something
remarkable—they’ve transformed
vulnerability into strength. The batting,
once a glaring worry, now fires in perfect
rhythm with a lethal bowling attack.Young
talents have risen in crunch moments,
unexpected contributions have shifted
momentum, and the team has gelled into a
balanced, fearless unit.Sitting unbeaten
atop the points table, RCB now epitomises
resilience, firepower, and composure—a
squad that turned early doubts into
dominance, making them one of the most
formidable sides in WPL2026.

GAUTAMI BOLSTERS RCB

After their first game, RCB knew they had a
glaring weakness in their batting. The
solution was bold—and it paid off
spectacularly. The team handed young
Gautami Naik her maiden WPL cap, a move

that has already turned heads.

Gautami’s introduction wasn’t without

nerves; her first outing ended in single
digits. But the second time at the crease
became history. She etched her name in the
record books as the first uncapped Indian to
score a fifty in the WPL.That night,
Gautami was nothing short of sensational,
blasting 73 off 55 deliveries against the
Gujarat Giants, laced with seven crisp fours
and a towering six. Her brilliance propelled
RCB to a commanding 61-run victory,
earning her the Player of the Match award

middle order.Fortunately, the decision-
makers were brave enough to abort the plan
just before the T20 World Cup and restore
Samson and Abhishek at the top.

With that, Rinku Singh, one of the finest
finishers in the game, also got his chance
in the lower middle order. Rinku provides
the assurance to top-order batters that
they can go for the kill without worrying
about the length of the batting line-up.

ABHISHEK LEADS THE CARNAGE

And it was evident in the way each and
every batter played on Wednesday in
Nagpur.

India captain Suryakumar Yadav walked in,
danced down a couple of steps to Jacob
Dufty, and caressed the ball through the
covers for four. It was not just a boundary.
It was a statement of intent.

That freedom allowed Abhishek Sharma to
fully unleash himself. He rained hell on the
New Zealand bowlers, dealing almost
exclusively in sixes and racing to 84 off just
35 balls. Around him, the tempo never
dipped. Suryakumar chipped in with 32 at a
strike rate of 145. Hardik Pandya followed
with 25 at 156. Later, Rinku Singh walked in
and finished with 44 not out at a strike rate
north 0f220.

IND vs NZ: Arshdeep Singh unfazed
by Playing XI pressure, enjoying
one game at a time
CHRISTCHURCH. (Agency)

India’s preparations for the upcoming T20 World

and solidifying her place in a lineup that had
looked fragile just days before.The story is
also one of connections and preparation.
Gautami had previously shared the field
with RCB skipper Smriti Mandhana while
representing Ratnagiri Jets in the
Maharashtra Premier League—a
mentorship and familiarity that may have
given her the confidence to shine on such
a big stage.With this fearless display,
Gautami didn’t just fill a gap; she
transformed it into one of RCB’s most
potent weapons.
RADHAADDS MORE POWER
If RCB’s batting resurgence needed a
defining moment, Radha Yadav delivered
it in emphatic and unexpected fashion.
Primarily known for her crafty left-arm
spin, Radha had rarely been seen as a batter
capable of shaping an innings. Big scores
and rescue acts were not part of the
script—until now.Walking in with RCB
struggling at 43 for four against the Giants
in Navi Mumbai, the pressure was firmly on
Richa Ghosh and Nadine de Klerk to steady
the ship. Radha, at best, was expected to
support. Instead, she seized control. With
calm intent and growing confidence, she
began rotating strike, punishing loose balls,
and slowly wresting momentum away from
the opposition.

Babar Azam's stint at Big Bash League:
Selling the dream, delivering the dots

New Delhi. (Agency)

When it was announced that Babar Azam
would be playing in the 2025-26 season of
Australia’s Big Bash League, nobody was
exactly counting down the days. There was
hope, of course. There always is with a
player of his reputation. But expectation
was kept firmly in check.And as it turned
out, the season went much the way many
quietly predicted. Babar nudged singles to
the covers, looked busy at the crease, and
rarely threatened to take the game away
from anyone.The loyal fans allowed
themselves a moment of optimism. Maybe
Australian pitches would suit him. Maybe
the shorter boundaries would help. Maybe
the colour and noise of the Big Bash would
spark something special. Instead, Babar
packed his most familiar companion,
caution. The cover drive was neat. The
placement was tidy. The urgency was
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missing. Strike rates stayed in a time zone
that felt closer to 2014 than 2026.He is a
world-class player and a proven leader,”
said the club’s manager proudly when the
deal was announced.And in some ways, he
was. Social media enjoyed the signing.
Every time Babar walked out, phones came
out too. The league got its star. The

sponsors got their pictures. The fans got
something else — a front-row seat to the
fine art of not making an impact.

Selling the dream, delivering the dots
In a tournament built on risk, innovation and

chaos, Babar offered calm. Rather too
calm. While others arrived with ramps and
reverse sweeps, Babar arrived with a
straight bat and a clear plan to avoid
trouble.His innings followed a familiar
pattern. A careful start. A few neat singles.
A boundary now and then, just to remind
everyone he still could. 12 off 12. 23 off 20.
Scores that looked hardly respectable and
barely changed the mood of the match.For
Australian crowds, it was a sight to behold.
For Pakistan fans, it was familiar viewing.
The timing still looked elegant. The intent
felt cautious. Every innings carried the
same hope that today might be the one
where he finally cutloose.

Cup began on a commanding note in Nagpur,
and amid the dominant series-opening win over
New Zealand, Arshdeep Singh made it clear
that selection pressure is the last thing on his
mind. The left-arm pacer stressed that his focus
remains firmly on enjoying the game and
delivering whenever the team management
calls upon him.Speaking after India’s 48-run
victory in the first T20I, Arshdeep underlined
that he does not concern himself with
uncertainties surrounding the Playing XI.
Addressing the media at the post-match press
conference, the 26-year-old said his approach
has been to stay prepared at all times and
control only what lies within his reach.“I try to
be ready all the time. Whenever the team gives
me a chance, [ try to be ready and give my best.
Few things are not in my hands, and I try to
enjoy every game,” Arshdeep said, summing
up his mindset amid frequent selection

A

debates.The left-arm pacer also offered a light-
hearted take on the challenge of bowling on flat
batting surfaces, a recurring theme in modern
T20 cricket. Reflecting on conditions in
Nagpur, Arshdeep quipped, “First of all, I take
God’s name. Wicket flat lag rahi hai bhagwanyji,
aaj thoda bacha lena (the wicket is looking flat
God, please save me today).”

Arshdeep's on and off role in team India
Arshdeep’s comments come against the

backdrop of an on-and-off role across India’s
white-ball formats. While he has enjoyed a
relatively more consistent run in T20Is, his
place in the ODI setup has often been uncertain,
fuelling discussions among fans and critics
alike.

MS Dhoni finally reacts to RCB's IPL
2025 title, leaves fans in splits

MS Dhoni acknowledged Royal
Challengers Bengaluru's maiden
IPL title with a straightforward,
honest response. The (SK legend
congratulated RCB and their fans
while admitting that, as a
competitor, he always wants his
own team to win.

New Delhi. (Agency)
Former India skipper and Chennai Super
Kings legend MS Dhoni’s long-awaited
reaction to Royal Challengers Bengaluru’s
maiden IPL title in 2025 has struck a chord
with fans, and that too with his trademark
wit. While congratulating RCB on their
historic triumph, the CSK fan-favourite
Thala admitted that, as a competitor, he

could never truly imagine another team
winning the IPL.Speaking at a recent
IndiGo fan interaction event, Dhoni was
asked about RCB finally lifting the IPL
trophy in 2025 after an 18-year wait.
The former India captain
acknowledged the achievement,
praised the quality of cricket played by
the Bengaluru franchise, and
highlighted the loyalty of their fanbase
that stood by the team through years of
heartbreak."If I'm part of CSK, I can't
imagine any other team winning the
IPL. But it was long-awaited and they
played very well. Big congratulations
to them and I said it even then," Dhoni
said."But the whole thing is when you
are a participant in the competition, you
want your team to win. It doesn't always
work in your favor but what went wrong and
what can we learn from the other teams. That
is also crucial in the tournament like this," he
added.

The 42-year-old also reserved special praise
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for RCB’s supporters, widely regarded as
among the most passionate in the IPL.“Big
congratulations to you. RCB fans have been
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brilliant. Every time there is a game, they
come and support their team, even when the
chips are down,” Dhoni said — a line that
resonated strongly across social media.

Clips from the interaction quickly went viral,

with fans applauding Dhoni’s balanced take
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on one of the most emotional moments in IPL
history.
CB'slong-awaited IPL glory
RCB ended their long wait for an
IPL title on June 3, 2025,
defeating Punjab Kings by six
runs in a tense final at the
Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad. Under the leadership
of Rajat Patidar, who replaced Faf
du Plessis as captain, RCB
reshaped their squad, addressed
long-standing gaps, and found
consistent match-winners across
departments.Their title-winning
campaign was filled with
landmark moments. RCB beat
CSK at the Chepauk for the first
time since 2008 and also defeated Mumbai
Indians at the Wankhede Stadium for the first
time since 2015. Having lost three IPL finals
previously, Bengaluru finally broke the jinx,
delivering a long-awaited maiden title to the
fans.
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Ayushmann Khurrana And Sara Ali
Khan’s Action Comedy, Backed by
Dharma, In Trouble? Karan Johar Reacts

' BIOSCOPE THE PHCTON NEWS
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Thinks Jannat Zubair Is Looking
‘Pretty’ In Blue Salwar Suit

annat Zubair recently shared a series of stunning photos that left fans in k. e )
Jawe. The young actress and digital creator looked every bit like Disney’s ' b Y : i 14 4
Princess Jasmine in a dazzling aqua blue salwar suit. The outfit featured a 4 #
minimal lace border along the neck and body, adding a subtle yet elegant . _
touch to her traditional look.Her styling perfectly complemented her graceful g "
and regal aura. Jannat accessorised with matching bangles, antique jhumkas, 1
a statement silver ring, and traditional jutti, enhancing the ethnic charm. She
kept her hair casual and opted for minimal makeup, letting her natural beauty
shine through. Her poses and
flawless styling made the pictures
truly eye-catching, quickly turning
the post into a favourite among |
fans.Rubina Dilaik wasted no time |
before commenting, “Prettyyyy"
to her.
Fans Shower Praise
Jannat captioned the post, “Tu hi
hai duniya meri Sab maan
liya tujhko," which fans
responded to with love and
admiration. Comments
poured in, with fans writing,
“Your elegance and
confidence make every
look perfect," “You are so
pretty," and “Tenu suit suit
karda." Clearly, her latest
style moment was a hit on
social media.
Music Video Sparks
Rumours
Adding to the buzz, Jannat
has been in the spotlight
recently for her
collaboration with Indian
digital creator and music
artist Elvish Yadav. Their new
music video, Tere Dil Mein,
showcased strong on-screen chemistry between the two. Fans were quick to
speculate about whether the pair were dating, with comments like, “This love
looks real because their bond feels genuine," and “They look like they are truly
in love, that’s why it feels so natural."The song, sung by Rito Riba, quickly
crossed 1.5 million views and became a trending topic on social media. Despite
the growing curiosity, neither Jannat nor Elvish has confirmed any real-life e
relationship, leaving fans to enjoy their performances and style moments. S |

Tanya Mittal >

‘Loves’ Neelam Giri, Hints At Friendship Revival f?

esterday, on January 20, reports came in that
YAyushmann Khurrana and Sara Ali Khan’s
action comedy, backed by Karan Johar’s

Dharma Productions, had landed in some trouble,
The report also claimed that the film had been
pushed, and that deciding whether it should be
released in theatres or on OTT was another
roadblock. However, a fresh update on the project
states that nothing like that has happened and
everything is on track.As per HT City, Karan Johar
himself confirmed that there are no roadblocks and
everything is going as planned. The portal quoted
Johar saying, *“This is not true. We have 10 days of
shoot left, and we are very much releasing the film
theatrically this year." The portal also shared that not
only Karan, but the director of the film, Aakash
Kaushik, has also confirmed that the film is on track.

Ayushmann Khurrana and Sara Ali Khan In Pati
Patni Aur Woh Do

-1';". Apart from the action comedy, Ayushmann and Sara
- will also be sharing screen space in Pati Patni Aur
Woh Do. Earlier, the makers of the film dropped the
first poster, introducing Ayushmann as Prajapati
Pandey and teasing a world filled with love, laughter,
and inevitable marital confusion. The official
caption read, “Har pati ki hoti hai, apni ek aflatoon
duniya... Jo unko bhale hi satati ho, magar hum
sabki badha hasati hai! Introducing the world of
#PrajapatiPandey starring #AyushmannKhurrana in
#PatiPatniAurWohDo. With #SaraAliKhan,
#WamiqgaGabbi, and #RakulPreetSingh joining the
ride, this #MudassarAziz directorial, produced by
Bhushan Kumar and Renu Ravi Chopra, and
creatively produced by Juno Chopra, brings
laughter, love, and chaos this Holi — 4th March
2026."

The Prayagraj Incident During Shoot

Earlier last year, Pati Patni Aur Woh Do made
headlines for an unfortunate reason. During a shoot
in Prayagraj, a scuffle broke out between locals and
members of the film crew. Viral videos captured a
crew member being attacked by a local while filming
a car sequence. According to Newsl8, there were
rumours that even the director might have been
assaulted.In one of the viral clips, Ayushmann and
Sara were seen engaged in what looked like a heated
exchange, which later turned out to be part of a scene
for the film. Local police intervened soon after,
ensuring the shoot resumed safely.

Nothing Can Stop Kashmera Shah
From Posing In Front Of The
Camera
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ashmera Shah is having the time of her life on

the sets of Laughter Chefs season 3. In the

riddle of shooting, Shah posed for a few

casual clicks. The actress looked playful and bold in
tight-fitting bell-bottoms and a half jacket.

Kashmera Shah also briefly interacted with the

paparazzi. Laughter Chefs Season 3 features stars

like Krushna Abhishek, Debina Bonnerjee,

Gurmeet Choudhary, Tejasswi Prakash, and Karan

/

B igg Boss 19 may have ended over a month
ago, but the contestants are still making
headlines. Tanya Mittal and Neelam Giri,
once close friends inside the house, had a public
fallout after the show. The tension began when

Tanya unfollowed Neelam on social media, hurt by
statements Neelam made about her during the

e

show.

Recently, Tanya praised Neelam inan interview with
Filmy Window, hinting that their friendship may
have been restored. She said, “Honestly, woh ladki
itni pyaari hai. Mujhe lagta hai uske mummy-papa
ne kuch bohot ache karm kiye honge ki unhein itni
achi beti hui. From the very first day, the house was
against me. Even on weekends, [ was constantly

roasted. But whenever I cried, Neelam was always
there for me. She would console me and say, “You
don’t know who youare.”™

Neelam Shares Her Side of the Story

Neelam also addressed the issue in an interview with
Paras Chhabra. She said that after Tanya’s
eviction, they met at the finale and spoke properly.

number, so [ was wondering how to get in touch.
When I found out Tanya had unfollowed me, I
felt really hurt and unfollowed her back."
Neelam explained.

Tanya Opens Up About Farhana Bhatt

“Inside the house, we had made so many plans
about meeting and hanging out later, but once
outside, things changed. I didn’t even have her

== Apart from Neelam, Tanya also reflected on her

strained bond with fellow contestant Farhana
Bhatt. She described Farhana as a “negative
character" and rejected claims that she
befriended Farhana to improve her own image.
Tanya said, “Farhana never questioned my
status, but she always questioned me as a person.
She kept saying I became friends with her to look

good by being friends with a negative
character?"

* Tanya Responds to Amaal Mallik Allegations

Tanya also addressed allegations from singer
Amaal Mallik, who claimed she was running a
paid PR campaign against him. Tanya denied the
claims, saying, “If | wanted to be associated with
Amaal, T would have shared my number and
spoken to him. I haven’t messaged, called, or tried
to meet him. There is no truth in his claims."Even
after Bigg Boss 19 wrapped up, friendships, feuds,
and controversies among contestants,

good. That really hurt me. How would T look:

Kundrra, among others.

Kashmera Shah On The Sets Of Laughter Chefs
Season 3

In a brief clip uploaded by Filmygyan, the actress
almost collided with a man while flaunting her look
for the camera. She recovered quickly and posed by
leaning against the wall.

In another YouTube video, the 53-year-old interacted
with the paparazzi while on the sets of Laughter
Chefs season 3. “Kya dekh raha hai? [What are you
looking at?]" she asks someone. “Jalte raho, mein
chalte rahungi [Keep being jealous of me, I'll keep
making progress]." she added.

Kashmera also asked a photographer if she looked
slim. She mentioned that she is following a strict
diet to maintain her figure,

Kashmera Shah’s Weight Loss Journey

Kashmera Shah welcomed twins with husband
Krushna Abhishek in 2017. However, a 2018 indoor
party made the ex-Bigg Boss contestant realise she
needed to lose weight. Kashmera Shah revealed last
year that she lost 14 kgs.”I had organised the party,
and the theme was an Indian night. I did not fit into
any of my Indian clothes," Kashmera told ET Times.
At the time, Shah said she asked for help from
Krushna'’s brother Rishaab.

During the COVID pandemic lockdown in 2020,
Kashmera made significant changes to her diet. “1
started cooking during the lockdown, which I have
never done. [ started cooking healthy food," she told
the outlet.Kashmera said that because of the food
she prepared, her husband Krushna also “started
losing weight". “I began eating healthy food,
smaller portions," she recalled. She was surprised to
see that she had gradually “lost 14 kgs". I can’t
express in words the happiness that I got when [ fit
into my old clothes," she had added.
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