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Mark Tully: The ‘gora
saheb’ more Indian than
the ‘brown saheb’

In the late 1980s, Mark Tully went to the Delhi
Gymkhana Club wearing a pyjama-kurta. He was
stopped at the entrance for ‘not being
appropriately dressed’. The irony was delicious.
Here was a pucca ‘gora sahib’, dressed as an
Indian, being stopped from entering a club
because he was not a ‘brown sahib’. In a sense, this
incident illustrates quite aptly what Tully sahib
was: a Britisher more Indian than many elite
Indians themselves.With his passing away on
January 25 at the age of 90, I have lost a friend of
almost four decades and one of the finest
journalists India—and the world—has seen.

first met Mark officially, as the pointsperson for

foreign correspondents in the Ministry of External

Affairs. But soon we became close friends,

meeting often at my home or at his in Nizamuddin

East, where he also had the then-rare commodity

of Scotch whisky on offer.

In India, Mark Tully was an institution. For as long
as people can remember, the reports filed by him
were the touchstone of balanced and authentic
news. It was because of him that BBC Radio
acquired such unprecedented traction in India. If
you wanted to know what was really happening,
you had to tune in to the BBC because Tully Saheb
would tell you the truth.There are foreigners who
visit India, and there are a rare few who are visited
by India—entered, unsettled, and finally claimed
by it. Tully belongs decisively to the latter
category. To understand his life and work is to
understand a certain kind of enlightened curiosity:
patient, unshowy, and deeply respectful of
complexity. He was not a man who sought to
explain India by casually defining it, but one who
allowed himself'to be instructed by it, even when it
resisted easy comprehension.Born in British India
in 1936 in Kolkata, Tully’s earliest memories were
shaped by the waning years of the British Raj. That
inheritance could easily have become a burden—a
lens clouded by nostalgia or superiority. Instead,
Tully made a conscious and courageous choice to
unlearn. When he returned to India as a journalist
for the BBC, and later rose to become its bureau
chief'in New Delhi, he did so not as a custodian of
imperial memory, but as a participant in an
unfolding national story. India, for him, was not a
posting. It was a vocation.

What distinguished Tully from many foreign
correspondents was not merely
longevity—though his decades-long engagement
is remarkable—but temperament. He was not a
parachutist, dropping in during moments of crisis
and departing with neat conclusions. He stayed.
He listened. He learned, and this gave his
journalism a texture that was at once intimate and
incisive.During tumultuous periods—most
notably the Emergency of 1975-77—Tully
emerged as a lucid and credible observer. His
reporting did not thunder with outrage, nor did it
lapse into apologetics. Instead, it posed
uncomfortable questions: how could a democracy
so vibrantly argumentative acquiesce to
authoritarian suspension? What did this episode
reveal about the fragility, but also the resilience, of
Indian institutions?Tully understood that India’s
contradictions were not aberrations, but features
of a civilisation negotiating modernity on its own
terms. This sensibility found fuller expression in
his books: No Full Stops in India, The Heart of
India, and India in Slow Motion.

These books are not exercises in foreign fascination.
They are meditations on continuity and change,
faith and politics, aspiration and disenchantment.
Tully was particularly drawn to rural India—not as
a romantic refuge from modernity, but as the
crucible where its consequences are most starkly
felt. He wrote of villages grappling with
development, of religious belief persisting amid
economic uncertainty, of moral worlds that could
not be easily mapped onto Western categories.

—

Air pollution in India is not only a cause for episodic
panic; it is a systemic failure whose costs are
staggering—in lost lives, lost productivity, rising
healthcare expenditure and irreversible damage to
children’s cognitive development. And despite decades
of regulation, monitoring stations and court orders, the
outcomes remain grim.The uncomfortable truth is that
we are trying to solve a 21st-century problem with 20th-
century tools. This is where artificial intelligence-led
technology can offer India not a miracle cure, but
something far more valuable—governance intelligence
at scale.India’s pollution control architecture suffers
from three structural weaknesses. First, data poverty
masquerading as data abundance. Most cities rely on a
handful of regulatory-grade monitoring stations to
represent millions of people. These stations are sparse
and often provide averages that hide hyperlocal
realities. Pollution does not distribute evenly. A school
near a traffic junction, a construction site or an industrial
boundary may experience pollution levels several times
higher than a city-wide average.Second, reactive
enforcement. Action is triggered only after pollution
crosses thresholds. By the time bans are imposed, the
damage is already done. Pollution control boards act
like post-mortem examiners rather than preventive
physicians.Third, institutionl silos. Transport
departments do not speak to health departments; urban
local bodies lack real-time feedback loops; citizens
remain passive recipients of advisories rather than
active participants in solutions.Al-led systems directly
address all three failures. Hyperlocal sensing using low-
cost, calibrated sensors allows pollution to be mapped at
street, ward and neighbourhood levels—sometimes
down to a few hundred metres. When combined with

From Kathmandu to Bangkok,

WHEN cancer strikes in India, it is not just the body that

The deeper problem is structural. Late diagnosis is

Ballots and uncertainty in the eastern neighbourhood

The future health of bilateral relations will hinge on New Delhi’s ability to engage with a new generation of leaders.

THE year 2026 has opened with an unusually long chain of

elections in India's neighbourhood, to the east of New
Delhi. Altogether, approximately half a billion people in
and around the Bay of Bengal will be witnessing ballot
exercises. Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar and Thailand
are all holding General Elections before March. And
Assam and West Bengal will have new state legislatures
elected by May.In some cases, elections hold much
promise for political change and reform, especially in
post-revolutionary Bangladesh and Nepal, where
traditional leaders have faced the ire of Gen Z. Yet
elections may also lead to unclear verdicts, hung
parliaments, a leadership
vacuum and a revival of
revolutionary protests, all of
which pose significant perils to
political stability and India's
regional interests.

this chain of elections is set
against a challenging context of |4
multiple socio-economic
transitions. The Bay of Bengal
region hosts one of the world's
youngest populations, where,
except for ageing Thailand, one
intwo citizens is under 30. In the
case of Bangladesh and Nepal,
the median age goes down to 25
(Assam 23).The region is now
experiencing an economic
slowdown after sustained |
growth over the last 25 years. |}
While only Sri Lanka has, so far, |

witnessed a financial collapse,
there are concerning indications
about Bangladesh and Nepal's
ability to achieve their middle-
income targets. Consequently,
the social elevator risks slowing down, squashing hopes
of millions for employment and upward economic
mobility. With one of the world's youngest populations,
one should therefore not be surprised by growing
political impatience and dissatisfaction across the
region. Popular demands are rising, and the revolutions
in Dhaka and Kathmandu indicate growing impatience
and dissatisfaction with elections as a means of
expressing discontent. On the supply side, the pressure
on the state is piling up to deliver more, better and faster
development solutions.Myanmar's General Elections in
January are the first time since the 2021 military coup.
The new electoral law disbanded the National League

for Democracy and the country remains engulfed in a On March 5, Nepal will hold elections for a new federal

civil war, with the Tatmadaw struggling to control more
than half of the territory. Due to the absence of
significant opposition, the army-backed Union
Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) is likely to
consolidate power and delay democratisation.

Then, on February 8, Thai voters will return to the polls to

elect their third Prime Minister in three years. Despite
being one of Southeast Asia's top economies, Thailand's
chronic political instability has hindered its escape from
the middle-income trap. A hung parliament may well
trigger another wave of mass protests, paralysing the

country and, once again, limit Bangkok's attention span
for foreign policy, whether it is its Look West policy
towards India and South Asia.

February will also see Bangladeshis cast their double vote

for a new parliament and a referendum on the July
Charter, which includes significant constitutional and
electoral reforms. With the Awami League banned and
the interim government on its way out, one thing is sure:
the elections herald a new generational and ideological
leadership, marked by the mobilisation of a young
electorate (embodied by the National Citizens Party) and
a conservative tilt driven by the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) and the Jamaat-e-Islami.

Cancer treatment costs expose limits of health safety net

legislature. It is, however, uncertain whether the ballot
boxes will bring in a new parliament that embodies the
revolutionary, youthful spirit of protests that swept the
country last September against corruption and inequality.
One-third of the voters are under 30 and a record number
of parties are contesting, but former Prime Minister KP
Oli and other old faces are working hard to return to
power.Finally, before May, there will be two more
elections to New Delhi's East, in Assam and West Bengal.
With a total of 130 million people, these two states
account for one-tenth of India's population and play a
pivotal role in both Neighbourhood First
and Act East policies. The new state
legislatures in Guwahati and Kolkata
will be increasingly involved in shaping
the developmental and security terms of
sub-regional connectivity, from
migration to climate or trade and transit
{ with the landlocked North-East.

| ForlIndia's regional approach, this series of
| elections and political transitions will
bring about two significant challenges
for its Neighbourhood First policy. First,
whoever takes on power, including so-
called anti-India forces, Delhi will have
to find pragmatic ways to double down
on its regional economic and
connectivity strategy. Interdependence is
a hard sell these days. But across various
sectors — from trade, energy and
transportation infrastructure — India has
achieved historic successes in
implementing initiatives that were only
dreamed of for decades. Whatever the
difficulties, the focus must be on
depoliticising connectivity for win-win
development partnerships. India will
have to develop a stronger policy and
research ecosystem to assess neighbouring countries'
developmental strategies and political economy.Second,
India will have to engage with a variety of new political
faces and forces that are bound to emerge to its east. The
future health of bilateral relations will hinge on New
Delhi's ability to engage with a new generation of leaders,
many of whom have minimal knowledge about India and,
in some cases, negative perceptions. This requires greater
diplomatic capacity and tact on the ground, as well as
continued non-governmental engagement through
bilateral academic, industry, and other civil society Track
2 dialogues that can survive and thrive during times of

political tension.

The Tribune Editorial: The Lancet study’s emphasis on social inequities should serve as a warning. and low awareness.

breaks down, the household economy collapses too.
The stark contrast highlighted by a Lancet-flagged
study, reported recently by The Tribune, lays bare this
cruel arithmetic: an average monthly income of about
Rs 11,000 versus cancer treatment costs that can touch
Rs 93,000 for a single hospital visit. This is the lived
reality for millions of poor and lower middle class
families forced to choose between continuing
treatment and financial survival. Despite the
expansion of health insurance schemes such as
Ayushman Bharat, out-of-pocket expenditure remains
the dominant payment mode. Insurance ceilings,
exclusions for advanced therapies, diagnostic costs
and non-medical expenses — travel, lodging and loss
of wages — together push families into debt, distress
sales and, often, treatment abandonment.

common due to weak screening programmes and low
awareness. By the time patients reach tertiary hospitals,
the disease is advanced, treatment is prolonged and costs

escalate sharply. Geography compounds the burden:
advanced oncology facilities are concentrated in cities,
forcing patients to migrate temporarily for care. The crisis

Can Al help India breathe easier

Artificial intelligence can fill gaps in anti-pollution efforts by providing predictive tools and corrective mechanisms. Trained on Indian data and adapted to Indian urban
realities, Al-enabled systems can provide hyperlocal and national environmental intelligence. The tech exists, but it remains fragmented

Al-driven calibration, sensor fusion and anomaly

detection, these networks can achieve accuracy that is
decision-grade, not merely indicative.But sensing alone
is insufficient. The real leap comes from predictive
intelligence. Al models trained on historical pollution
data, weather patterns, traffic flows, industrial activity
and land-use changes can forecast
pollution spikes days in advance. This |
allows city administrators to act before air
quality deteriorates—rerouting traffic,
rescheduling construction, modifying |
industrial operations or issuing targeted
health advisories.One of the least
discussed advantages of Al is its ability to
depoliticise enforcement. When pollution
hotspots are algorithmically identified,
violations can no longer hide behind
averages or excuses. Construction sites
exceeding dust thresholds, industries
breaching emission norms, or roads
generating abnormal particulate levels
become visible in real time.Al-enabled
dashboards can automatically trigger
inspections, fines, or corrective
actions—reducing discretion, delay and
rent-seeking. Over time, this creates a
culture where compliance is cheaper than
violation.For municipal bodies struggling
with manpower constraints, this is critical.
Al does not replace officials; it amplifies
their reach.

Air pollution is not only a regulatory problem; it is a civic
one. Al-led platforms can democratise access to
environmental intelligence. Citizens can receive

personalised exposure advisories based on local air

quality, and even get route suggestions based on cleaner
air pathways. Parents can make informed decisions
about outdoor activities for children; patients with
respiratory illnesses can plan their day with precision.

More importantly, citizens can become sensors and

stakeholders, not just sufferers. Crowdsourced data,
grievance reporting, and behavioral nudges—powered
by Al—create feedback loops that strengthen
governance rather than weaken it. This is where
technology meets trust.The biggest gains from Al-led

is particularly stark in Punjab’s Malwa
region, where cancer prevalence has risen
alarmingly. Years of intensive farming,
excessive pesticide use, industrial pollution
and groundwater contamination have
degraded the land, turning the state’s
breadbasket into a health hotspot and
increasing exposure to carcinogens among
rural communities.The Lancet study’s
emphasis on social inequities should serve
as a warning. Those with the fewest
resources bear the heaviest burden,
financially and medically. To achieve the
government’s stated goal of universal health
coverage, cancer care must move beyond
insurance promises. Stronger public
oncology infrastructure, realistic package
rates, price regulation of essential drugs and
investment in prevention and early
detection are imperative. Without this, cancer will remain
apathway to impoverishment.

pollution control may lie outside the environment
department. Health systems can anticipate spikes in
respiratory admissions. Schools can adjust schedules
proactively. Employers can redesign work hours during
high-exposure periods. Insurers can price risk more
accurately and incentivise preventive behaviour.In
economic terms, cleaner air is not a
luxury—it is a productivity multiplier.
Even marginal reductions in pollution
translate into billions saved in healthcare
costs and lost workdays. Al enables these
cross-sector linkages by acting as a shared
intelligence layer across
government.India does not lack pilots; it
lacks platforms. Across the country,
innovative pollution-tech solutions
exist—some built by startups, some by
academic institutions, some by civic
entrepreneurs. But they remain
fragmented, localised and often
dependent on individual champions.
What India needs is a national
environmental intelligence
backbone—interoperable, open and
scalable—where states, cities and
agencies plug in rather than reinvent the
wheel. Just as digital public infrastructure
transformed payments and identity,
environmental intelligence must become
a public good.Crucially, this system must
be Indian by design—trained on Indian data, adapted to
Indian urban forms and governed by Indian institutions.
Outsourcing our environmental intelligence would be as
dangerous as outsourcing our defence intelligence.
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Stock markets decline in
early trade after 2-day rally

MUMBALI.(Agency)

Benchmark equity indices Sensex and Nifty declined
in early trade on Thursday after a two-day rally as
investors turned cautious ahead of the Union Budget
presentation on Sunday.The 30-share BSE Sensex
dropped 343.67 points to 82,001.01 during initial
trade.The 50-share NSE Nifty edged lower by 94.2
points to 25,248.55.From the 30-Sensex firms,
Maruti declined nearly 3 per cent after its December
quarter earnings failed to cheer investors.

Maruti Suzuki India on Wednesday posted 4 per cent
increase in consolidated net profit at Rs 3,879 crore
for the December quarter FY26, hit by one-time
provision of Rs 594 crore on account of the new
Labour Codes.Asian Paints, Titan, Tata Consultancy
Services, Hindustan Unilever and Mahindra &
Mahindra were also among the laggards.

However, Larsen & Toubro climbed over 3 per cent
after its consolidated revenue from operations in the
October-December quarter rose by 10 per cent to Rs
71,450 crore, over Rs 64,668 crore in the year-ago
period.Tata Steel, NTPC, Power Grid and State Bank
of India were also among the gainers. With the Union
Budget due on Sunday, markets are bracing for
volatility but downside appears limited; all eyes are
on Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman for pro-
growth cues," Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research), Mehta Equities Ltd, said.

Foreign institutional investors turned buyers on
Wednesday after days of offloading stocks,
according to exchange data.

They bought stocks worth Rs 480.26 crore.

Domestic Institutional Investors (DIIs) also bought
equities worth Rs 3,360.59 crore.

In Asian markets, South Korea's Kospi and Hong
Kong's Hang Seng index traded higher, while Japan's
Nikkei 225 index and Shanghai's SSE Composite
index quoted lower.

Tesla made smallest annual
profit since the pandemic,
plans to spend big on
robotaxis and robots

NEW YORK.(Agency)

Tesla's annual profit plunged to its lowest level since
the pandemic five years ago as it lost the title of the
world's biggest electric vehicle maker to a Chinese
rival and boycotts hammered sales.

The EV company run by Elon Musk reported
Wednesday that net income last year dropped 46% to
$3.8 billion. It was the second year in a row of steep
declines.The drop came despite the introduction of
cheaper models and Musk's promise to remain laser-
focused on the company after a foray into U.S
politics.Still, Tesla investors have kept the faith in
Musk. The stock is up 9% in the past year.

Musk has been urging investors to focus less on car
sales and more on what he considers a bright new
artificial intelligence future of robotaxis ferrying
millions in cars without drivers, or even steering
wheels, and robots watering plants and taking care of
elderly parents.On a conference call, Musk
underlined that shift by announcing Tesla had
decided to close down production of two older car
models, S and X, in the second quarter and convert a
Fremont, California, factory to produce its Optimus
robots instead.Making those future ambitions a
reality will take money. Officials said Tesla would
spend big on Al and others new projects this year,
more than doubling capital expenditures to $20
billion. And the company revealed it had recently
invested $2 billion in the artificial intelligence
company xAl, raising potential conflicts of interest
issues as Musk holds big stakes in both
companies.That Al business, known for its Grok Al
assistant, has courted controversy for echoing
Musk's views on race, gender, and politics and,
recently, producing nonconsensual sexualized
deepfake images.Tesla's fourth quarter profit also fell
sharply, dropping 61% to $840 million, or 24 cents.
But excluding one-time charges, net income totaled
50 cents per share, compared to analysts' forecasts of
45 cents.

US Fed pause brings calm:
Indian markets seen
opening cautious with mild
upside hias

New Delhi.(Agency)

ndian equity markets are likely to respond with a
cautious but mildly positive bias to the US Federal
Reserve’s decision to keep interest rates unchanged,
as the outcome removes a major near-term global
uncertainty without offering a strong trigger for an
aggressive risk-on rally. The policy stance was
widely anticipated, and therefore much of its impact
has already been priced into global asset markets.
For Indian investors, the significance lies less in the
headline decision and more in the stability it brings
to global financial conditions.Market participants
expect the markets to open flat to slightly higher. In
the immediate term, domestic indices such as the
Sensex and Nifty are expected to open on a flat to
slightly higher note, reflecting steady global cues
rather than any surge in optimism. The absence of a
rate hike eases fears of further tightening in global
liquidity, which in turn supports risk assets. At the
same time, the lack of a clear signal on the timing of
future rate cuts limits the scope for a strong upside.
As a result, market participants are likely to remain
selective, focusing on stock-specific and sector-
specific opportunities instead of broad-based
buying, they say.Currency markets are expected to
offer a modest tailwind. With the Federal Reserve
maintaining the status quo, the US dollar is unlikely
to strengthen sharply in the near term, providing
some breathing room for emerging market
currencies, including the Indian rupee. A relatively
stable or mildly firmer rupee improves sentiment for
equities by lowering imported inflation pressures
and reducing concerns around external balances.
However, any meaningful appreciation is likely to be
capped by ongoing dollar demand from importers
and by external repayment obligations.

The Economic Survey 2025-26 is

Gold crosses Rs 1.8 lakh, silver above Rs 4
lakh: 4 key reasons for the surge

New Delhi.(Agency)

Gold and silver extended their blistering
rally on Thursday, with both metals
hitting fresh all-time highs in domestic
and global markets. Gold briefly crossed
the Rs 1.8 lakh mark, while silver
continued its exceptional climb above Rs
4 lakh per kg.The rally has been fuelled by
global uncertainty, strong demand and
powerful technical momentum that have
kept precious metals on an unbroken

upward run.
STRONGBUYINGINTEREST

Gold has been gaining steadily, with every
dip being bought aggressively. The
upward trend remains firm, supported by
a strong base around Rs 1,65,000 to Rs
1,66,000 and a stable rupee.Ponmudi R,
CEO of Enrich Money, said gold
continues to mirror global strength and
that “every intraday dip is being absorbed
aggressively, reinforcing the dominance
of buyers.”He added that a clear move
above Rs 1,80,000 could open the path
toward Rs 1,85,000 to Rs 1,90,000, with

even Rs 2,00,000 becoming achievable if

global momentum sustains.

SILVER CONTINUES TO

OUTPERFORM GOLD

phases in years.

global anxiety have ensured that gold
remains in one of its most powerful bull

come at a time when global silver supply
remains tight. Mine output has not keptup
with rising demand, creating persistent

Silver has stayed firmly above the Rs 4

lakh mark, confirming the strength of its
breakout. The trend remains steep, with
markets buying every correction and
keeping momentum strong.Prices above

Rs 4,07,456 have maintained the bullish §

trajectory, and the metal now looks set to
test Rs 4,08,000 to Rs 4,15,000, with a
broader target of Rs 4,25,000 in the

coming months.Traders continue to view |

dips toward Rs 3,50,000 to Rs 3,60,000

SILVER DEMAND IS SURGING

supply deficits and amplifying each

upward move.Ponmudi R said the
global breakout in COMEX silver has
only strengthened this trend. COMEX
silver has surged to around 117.34
dollars and is consolidating after a
strong breakout. The move above the
118 to 120-dollar psychological zone is
now confirmed, and prices remain well
above all key moving averages,” he
noted.He added that silver continues to
outperform gold because it is powered

as long-term buying opportunities.
GLOBALUNCERTAINTY

exchanges as geopolitical tensions, trade
friction, debt concerns and the possibility
of a US government shutdown push

investors toward safe-haven assets.

Prices have risen above 5,600 dollars,
touching 5,626 dollars earlier today.
Strong central bank buying and ongoing

FROM INDUSTRIES
Gold has hit lifetime highs on global Silver’s performance has been supported by

growing sectors.

Economic Survey 2026 pegs FY27 growth to
he 6.8%—7.2%, higher than last year

India's economy expected to grow
at 6.8%-7.2%, higher than last
year's outlook: Economic Survey
2026

New Delhi.(Agency)

pegged on a cautiously optimistic
outlook, projecting India’s GDP
growth at 6.8% to 7.2% for
FY27. This is slightly higher than
last year’s Economic Survey
2024-25, which had projected
6.3% to 6.8% growth for FY26
and described the outlook as
balancedThe latest forecast
signals expectations of firmer
domestic momentum driven by
resilient consumption, public capex
and improving economic
fundamentals.The survey also
highlighted that India’s growth has held
up even under adverse global
conditions. It pointed out that the
economy accelerated despite steep
tariff hikes by the United
States.Growth forecasts were revised
downward after the US imposed 50%

tariffs on several Indian exports in
2025, but actual performance beat
expectations.According to the Survey,
a series of structural reforms and
targeted policy measures helped the
economy absorb the external shock
and sustain activity without a

significant slowdown.

Still, the global backdrop remains

fragile.The Economic Survey 2026
warned that risks to global economic
growth continue to be significant. If the
artificial intelligence boom fails to
deliver the productivity boost currently
assumed, elevated asset valuations
could correct sharply, triggering
broader financial stress.

Prolonged trade conflicts, it added, may

further curb investment and weaken
global growth. For now, stability is
visible, but downside risks
dominate.Commenting on the Survey,
Sonam Srivastava, Founder and Fund
Manager at Wright Research PMS, said
the document signals a
supportive macro-
financial environment
rather than major policy
shifts. “The emphasis on
balance sheet strength,
improving asset quality
and sustained credit
growth suggests that
banks and NBFCs enter
FY27 from a position of
resilience,” she said.On
growth, she added that the
6.8% to 7.2% projection
reflects a realistic view of
India’s momentum in a volatile world.
The outlook, she said, is “stable, not
euphoric” — a tone that is constructive
for long-term capital
allocation.Against this backdrop, the
survey argues that India remains better
placed than most major economies,
even as global uncertainties continue to
shape the road ahead.

Rupee sinks to lifetime low of Rs 92; Why is it falling again

New Delhi.(Agency)

The rupee plunged to a new record low of

Rs 92 against the US dollar, and
analysts say this fall is being driven by a
mix of foreign outflows, weak global
sentiment and limited Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) intervention.Dr. V K
Vijayakumar of Geojit Investments
said the rupee has historically
weakened because of India’s trade and
current account deficits, which caused
“a long-term depreciation of the rupee
by an average annual rate of around
4%.”What is unusual now, he added, is
that the currency is sliding “even when
the dollar is weakening against other
currencies.”He pointed out that most
emerging market currencies gained in
2025, while the rupee still “depreciated
by around 5%.”The biggest pressure,
according to him, is persistent foreign

selling. FPI outflows crossed Rs 18
billion last year and the trend has
continued into 2026.With the RBI
choosing not to step in aggressively, Dr.
Vijayakumar said exporters are
delaying bringing in their dollar
earnings because they expect the rupee
to fall further.

WHAT NEXT FOR RUPEE?
He believes the currency will stay near

current levels unless the central bank
intervenes, but added that a meaningful
turnaround could occur if the delayed
US-India trade deal goes through. In
that scenario, “the rupee can appreciate
to below 90 to the dollar level.” Akshat
Garg of Choice Wealth described the
record-low opening as a sign of rising
external pressure rather than domestic
weakness.He said the move reflects
“persistent dollar strength, elevated US

bond yields and continued foreign
portfolio outflows,” all of which have
kept emerging market currencies under
stress. Routine month-end demand
from importers and hedging activity
have added to the slide.

According to him, the RBI has enough

firepower to manage volatility but is
unlikely to defend any particular level
unless markets turn disorderly.He
argued that India’s macro fundamentals
remain solid, supported by stable
growth and manageable inflation. In
his view, the rupee’s decline should be
seen as “a phase of global realignment
rather than a structural deterioration in
India’s economic outlook.”In short, the
rupee’s record low reflects global
churn, steady foreign outflows and a
central bank unwilling to forcefully
hold the line.

booming industrial demand from fast-

The metal is essential for solar modules,
electric vehicles, advanced electronics,
semiconductors, 5G equipment, Al-
driven data centres and cloud
infrastructure.This industrial lift has

by both structural industrial demand

and cyclical safe-haven flows, with
FOMO-driven buying adding further
momentum.According to him, support
lies around 115 to 116.50 dollars, and a
sustained move above 118.50 to 120
dollars could open the way toward 125 to
140 dollars and beyond. He said the
medium- to long-term outlook for 2026
remains “exceptionally bullish.”

Amazon's global layoffs likely to impact
nearly 500-700 jobs in India

New Delhi.(Agency)

Global technology major Amazon’s latest round of
job cuts will also have a bearing on its India
operations, with around 500-700 employees
expected to be impacted, according to sources
familiar with the matter.

Amazon has announced yet another round of
layoffs. This time the company is gearing to
layoff around 16,000 employees globally. This
comes on the back of the 14,000 employees
being laid offin October last year.

In India the impact would be felt among teams at
AWS (Amazon web Services) and the retails
operations as well. “One of the reasons for the
India impact may also be the fact that over the
last 2-3 sales events, the company didn’t get the
right market output,” said a source in the know.
An email sent to the Amazon India team did not
comment on the India impact. The company
shared the note from Beth Galetti, senior vice
president of People Experience and Technology
at Amazon. “The reductions we are making
today will impact approximately 16,000 roles
across Amazon, and we're again working hard to
support everyone whose role is impacted,” she
said in the note. Galetti also added that this is not
something the company intends to do on a
regular basis. “That’s not our plan. But just as we

qmazon

always have, every team will continue to
evaluate the ownership, speed, and capacity to
invent for customers, and make adjustments as
appropriate. That’s never been more important
than it is today in a world that’s changing faster
than ever,” she said.India has emerged as one of
Amazon’s key global talent hubs over the past
decade, housing large engineering, product
development, and operations teams that support
both domestic and international markets.
According to the website Layoffs.fyi, in 2025
almost 269 companies globally laid off 123,941
employees.

Indonesia's richest man loses nearly
$9 billion in a day. Here's why

The higgest loss was
suffered by Prajogo
Pangestu, Indonesia's

richest person. His net worth

HARDEST

The biggest loss was suffered by Prajogo
Pangestu, Indonesia’s richest person. His
net worth fell by around $9 billion after
shares of his energy and mining
companies dropped sharply. His wealth

ownership supports some of the largest OTHER BILLIONAIRES ALSO

Asia.
MARKETS FALLSHARPLY

fortunes in Indonesia and other parts of

MSCI said it would pause some planned
index changes and warned that further

SUFFER LOSSES

Haryanto Tjiptodihardjo lost nearly $3
billion in just two days after shares of his
plastics company, Impack Pratama
Industri, fell 15%. He controls about 85%

fell by around $9 billion
after shares of his energy
and mining companies
dropped sharply.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Indonesia’s top business tycoons have seen
a sharp fall in their wealth after global
index provider MSCI raised concerns
over how fairly some Indonesian
companies are valued, reported
Bloomberg. The warning triggered heavy
selling in the stock market and wiped out
nearly $22 billion from the combined
fortunes of the country’s richest

individuals.
PRAJOGO PANGESTU

now stands at about $31 billion,
according to the Bloomberg Billionaires
Index. Overall, his fortune has declined
by nearly $15 billion this year.Prajogo
owns 71% of energy firm Barito Pacific
and 84% of coal and gold miner Petrindo
Jaya Kreasi. Shares of both companies
fell by more than 12% in a single day.His
family office said it is reviewing MSCI’s
statement and will continue discussions
with all relevant parties.

of'the company.

Other well-known billionaires,
including bank owner Michael
Hartono and coal miner Low Tuck
Kwong, also saw their wealth shrink
during the market fall.

LONG-STANDING
TRANSPARENCY WORRIES

Indonesian billionaires on the
Bloomberg rich list hold company
stakes ranging from small percentages

HIT THE

WHAT TRIGGERED THE SELL-OFF
The market reaction followed an MSCI
report that questioned Indonesia’s
shareholder reporting rules. The report
said investors believe these rules can lead
to unclear ownership structures, which
may increase the risk of improper trading.
MSCI also pointed to long-standing
concerns about companies where a small
group or a single individual controls most
Such concentrated

of the shares.

as 10% on Thursday.

risky.

steps could follow if the issues are not
addressed by May. This warning unsettled
investors.Indonesia’s main stock index,
the Jakarta Composite, closed more than
7% lower on Wednesday and fell as much

Market experts described MSCI’s move asa
strong signal. If regulators act quickly,
confidence could return. If not, investors
may continue to see Indonesian stocks as

to as much as 92.5%. Listed companies
in Indonesia are required to keep a
minimum free float of just 7.5%.Investors
have long urged Indonesia, home to
Southeast Asia’s largest stock market, to
strengthen its reporting rules. Many listed
firms are tightly controlled, with only a
small number of shares traded openly.
This often leads to sudden and hard-to-
explain price swings, keeping fears of
market manipulation alive.
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Are we moving backwards? SIIIII‘BIIIE Gourt

calls for casteless Sﬂﬂlﬂtv In UGG case

Durmq the hearing
today, Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant
announced that the
2012 UGC requlations

will remain in force
until further orders,
effectively pausing

the implementation

of the new 2026

requlutions.

New Delhi.(Agency)

During a hearing on the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
regulations today, the Supreme

‘ourt raised concerns about
whether India is regressing in its
efforts to achieve a casteless society.
“After 75 years, whatever we gained
in terms of achieving a casteless
society, are we going in a regressive
direction?” the court said and
emphasised the need to safeguard
inclusivity and unity in Indian
institutions.

Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya
Kant paused the implementation of
the new 2026 rules and announced
that the 2012 UGC regulations will
remain in force until further
orders.“We should move towards a
casteless society, have mechanisms
for those who need protection,” the
court said and underlined that

reforms must ensure safeguards for
marginalised groups while
promoting equality.

The CJI-led bench addressed
constitutional and practical aspects
ofthe regulations.

Highlighting the dangers of
replicating systems like the
historically segregated schools in
the US, the top court said “We
should not go to a stage where we
have segregated schools, like in the
USA, where white kids go to
different schools.”Emphasising the
importance of unity in education,
the bench stated repeatedly: “Unity
of India must be reflected in our
educational institutions.”

The Court also engaged with issues
arising from internal disparities
within reserved communities,
observing that even legislators have
recognised differences among SC

groups,

realised that
communities

with some sub-groups
enjoying greater advantages than
others.
“Even the states and legislators have

even
there are some
communities that are enjoying more

Cll noted.

in backward

than others, so they have divided
SCs in Group A and Group B,” the
The bench flagged concerns about
student life and cultural diversity,
cautioning against segregated
hostels or discriminatory practices.

“Children from the northeast and
southern states, when they follow
their culture or routine, someone
starts commenting on that the
measures you are talking about are
separate hostels—don’t do that for
God’s sake,” the CJ1 said.

Stressing the connection between
campus culture and society at large,
the Chief Justice observed, “You
cannot have schools, colleges in
isolation how will people grow
outside campus if we have such an
environment inside campus?”The
court suggested that the Centre
could set up a committee of eminent
experts and scholars to examine the
regulations and provide guidance.

The matter is expected to return on
March 19, with the Solicitor General
called upon to provide the
government’s response.

Pregnant Delhi SWAT Commando
Brutally Murdered With Dumbbell By

Husband
New Delhi.(Agency)

A 27-year-old SWAT commando of the Delhi Police, who
was four months pregnant, died after her husband brutally
assaulted her and hit her on the head with a heavy dumbbell.

Kajal Chaudhary was assaulted by her husbcmd Ankur, a
clerk in the Ministry of Defence, on January 22 as frequent
arguments over financial matters escalated. She was

admitted to a hospital with serious head injuries and died
during treatment on Tuesday.Chaudhary's brother Nikhil, a
constable at the Parliament Street police station said his

sister had called him on the day she was attacked. He said
that while he was on the phone with his sister, Ankur began
hitting her with the dumbbell. Minutes later, Ankur bluntly
informed him of the assault over the phone.

Sahil further alleged that Chaudhary's mother-in-law and
two sisters-in-law were constantly subjecting her to dowry
harassment. It has also emerged that Ankur had allegedly
taken money from Kajal's parents.A murder case has been
registered against Ankur, and he has been arrested and sent to
judicial custody.Chaudhary was recruited into the Delhi
Police in 2022 and was currently posted in the Special
Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team. She married Ankur in
2023, who was posted at Delhi Cantonment, and the couple
have a one-and-a-half-year-old son, per the report.

Five schools in Delhi receive
bomb threats; declared hoax

after security sweep

New Delhi.(Agency)

Five schools in the national capital received bomb threats
via email on Thursday morning.It was later declared a hoax
following sweeping searches by security agencies.

According to the Delhi Fire Services (DFS), acall about the
threats was received around 8.30 am, which led to a thorough
checking of the premises by multiple security agencies.The
DFS confirmed that Loreto Convent in Delhi Cantonment,
Don Bosco in Chittaranjan Park, and Carmel
Conventcampuses in Anand Niketan and Dwarka have
rege iy ed
threats.On the
other hand,
Sardar Patel
Vidyalaya in
Lodhi Estate
sent out a
message to the
parents of its
students,
informing them
about the security threat,

Police and fire authorities were immediately informed,
triggering evacuation protocols and anti-sabotage
checks."Following standard operating procedures, nothing
suspicious was found," a DFS officer said, adding that the
threat had been declared a hoax.

The Sardar Patel Vidyalaya administration informed
parents that a security threat had been received in the
morning, and authorities were immediately alerted.

The school said a bomb squad team conducted a thorough
inspection of the entire campus."We are relieved to inform
you that the premises have been declared completely safe for
use. Student safety remains our highest priority, and all
necessary protocols were followed promptly and
responsibly. Classes will continue as usual today," the
message read.

Police sources said local police personnel, bomb disposal
squads and dog squads were deployed to sweep the
campuses.Students and staff were moved to safe areas in
some schools, they added.Further investigation is underway
to trace the origin of the threats, police said.

On Wednesday, the Dwarka court complex received a
similar bomb threat, which was declared a hoax.

"Hope We Don't Segregate Schools Like US":
Supreme Court's Top Quotes On UGC Rules

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Supreme Court on Thursday paused
the University Grants Commission's
(UGC) new rules after various pleas
were filed contending that the
Commission adopted a non-
inclusionary definition of
caste-based discrimination and
excluded certain categories
from institutional protection. A
bench of Chief Justice Surya
Kant and Justice Joymalya
Bagchi issued notices to the §

society? Are we becoming a regressive
society? We can't go further
backwards.

2.The worst thing which is happening

with ragging is that children coming

Centre and the UGC on the
pleas challenging the §
regulation.
Then top court suggested that the §
regulations must be revisited &
by ahigh-level committee.
Here are Supreme Court's top
quotes during the hearing:
1.The unity of India must be reflected in
our educational institutions. In a
country after 75 years, is all that we 3
have achieved to become a classless

from the South or North East - they
carry their culture and somebody who
is alien to that starts commenting on
them.

.Then you have spoken about separate
hostels. For god's sake! There are inter

caste marriages also now in our society.
And we have also been in hostels where
we all stayed together.
4.1 hope we don't go to segregated
schools like the US, where blacks and
whites went to different schools.

5.This kind of situation can be
exploited by mischievous
elements.

New UGC rules

y The new regulations mandating all

“  higher education institutions to
form "equity committees" to look
into discrimination complaints and
promote equity were notified on
January 13.

The University Grants Commission
(Promotion of Equity in Higher
Education Institutions)

Regulations, 2026, mandated that these

committees must include members of

the Other Backward Classes (OBC),
the Scheduled Castes (SC), the

Scheduled Tribes (ST), persons with

disabilities, and women.

Delhi government launches
new food security rules

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi government
implemented the Delhi Food Security
Rules, 2025, following cabinet
approval, which was a statutory
requirement under Section 40 of
the National Food Security Act,
2013.

These rules mandate stringent
exclusions in categories like
government employees.
income-tax payees, owners of
multiple four-wheelers (beyond
one commercial vehicle), high
electricity usage consumers, or
property owners in specified
arcas. The new rules will give
preference to “priority households™, as
defined in the Central law, through
district-level scrutiny done by the
district magistrate-led panels, which

will

——

also include elect

has representatives.
An official said, “These committees,

- L=

led by the district or assistant district
magistrate, will ensure the most needy
are prioritised.

The committee will include MLAsS,

SDMs, and assistant commissioners.”

ed The government hopes to minimise

subsidy leakage through this targeted
approach,

Delhi Food and Supplies
Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa
said, “These rules move beyond
the outdated first-come-first-
served mechanism and ensure
that the poorest of the poor
receive their rightful share.”

The rules propose a three-tier,
time-bound grievance system,

r which span the internal fair price

shop, district, and state levels.

They also propose social audits,

public disclosures, and vigilance
committees at the shops, circle, district,
and state levels. The allocations will be
made as per the population projections
of the 2011 census, till the current
census exercise ends.

Supriya Sule is bhabhi Sunetra's pillar

as family mourns Ajit Pawar

New Delhi.(Agency)

Amid a sea of supporters chanting 'Ajit Dada
amar rahein' in Baramati, a picture of a fractured
family coming together shone. Despite political
differences, on stage there was a devastated wife
with her sister-in-law, standing guard, shielding
her from the sudden limelight. As Sunetra Pawar
understandably struggled to control her emotions,
her sister-in-law Supriya Sule was there as her
pillar. The message was clear, they may belong to
different sides of alliances in Maharashtra, but
they were a family first.Ajit Pawar died in an
aircraft crash on Wednesday along with four
others on board, including both pilots. He was
heading to Baramati to attend public meetings
ahead of the zilla parished elections at the time of
the accident. The 67-year-old was the sitting
Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra along with
Eknath Shinde, and his death sent shockwaves
across the western state as well as the country. A
tragedy in general and a heartbreak for the family.

Supriya Sule quickly took on the role of the
protector and was seen on Thursday, supervising
all preparations for her cousin Ajit Dada's funeral.
The scenes were similar on Wednesday as well,
when she was seen accompanying Sunetra Pawar
and her sons, Jay and Parth Pawar, to the hospital
to identify Ajit Pawar's body. Sunetra walked
slowly, clearly shattered by suddenly losing her
husband. Supriya put an arm around her nanad,
matched her pace in respect, only to break down
uncontrollably at the entrance of the hospital.

The image tore apart the political rift in the
Pawar family. It was solely about a woman
absorbing the harsh reality of the untimely demise
of her cousin.

Sule's father, Pawar family patriarch, was also
emotional. He rejected Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee's conspiracy claims over Ajit Pawar's
death, urging that no politics should be brought
into the matter. His message was also clear: no
political crack was superior to the family.

His daughter made sure the family's daughter-
in-law was not alone in the tragedy. Ajit Pawar
broke away from uncle Sharad Pawar's
Nationalist Congress Party to align with the BJP
in 2023. The Mahayuti alliance lost the Lok Sabha
elections to the Mahagathbandhan, featuring
Sharad Pawar's NCP. The split led to tension, but
not today. Supriya Sule guided Sunetra Pawar,
hugged nephew and Ajit Pawar's elder son Parth
and kept an assuring hand over the ex-
Maharashtra Deputy CM's youngest, Jay, as he
sobbed during the last rites.

Vague, can be misused: Supreme Gourt

pauses new UGG rules to curb caste hias

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Supreme Court on Thursday paused
the implementation of the University Grants
Commission's (UGC) new anti-
discrimination rules, citing concerns over
their vague provisions and potential misuse.
Taking note of the non-inclusive definition
of caste-based discrimination and excluding
certain categories from protection, the court
issued a notice to the government and the
UGC. The controversial regulations will
remain on hold until further notice. The
UGC notified the new regulations earlier
this month, making it mandatory for all
higher education institutions to constitute
equity committees to look into complaints
of discrimination and to promote inclusion.
The rules require the committees to include
members from the Other Backwards
Classes, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, persons with disabilities and women.

The rules exclude general category
students from complaining under its
grievance redressal mechanism and for this

reason,

the rules have been legally

OBC categories, Counsel for the petitioners a

“free and equitable atmosphere in

challenged and have triggered protests by
students in several states, with critics
alleging the rules could be misused.

A bench of Chief Justice Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi noted
that intervention in the matter was
necessary because the guidelines
were "capable of dividing society"
and could have a "grave impact".
The court said that the 2012
guidelines, which were advisory in
nature, shall continue.’

"If we don't intervene it will lead
to a dangerous impact, will divide
society and will have a grave
impact," the Chief Justice said,
adding, "Prima facie we say that
the language of the regulation is vague and
experts need to look into for the language be
modulated so that it is not exploited".

Petitioners argued that the regulations are
exclusionary, denying institutional
protection to those outside the SC, ST, or

argued that such a selective framework
encourages hostility against non-reserved
categories, rendering the regulations a tool

—_—

for division rather than equity. Their counsel
emphasised that "all citizens must be
protected," citing this as the "very mandate
of the Constitution".

Justice Joymalya Bagchi, during the
hearing, said the court was keen on ensuring

universities” and flagged concerns over the
specific clause defining discrimination. He
also questioned why ragging had been
omitted from the 2026 Regulations.

Senior advocate Indira Jaising,
appearing for the petitioners seeking
stronger regulations to curb caste-
based discrimination, countered the
concerns raised.

She argued that the plea was firmly
rooted in the constitutional vision of
equality and the need for an inclusive
society.The UGC framed these
regulations following a 2019 Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) in the
Supreme Court filed by Radhika
Vemula and Abeda Salim Tadvi, the
mothers of Rohit Vemula and Payal Tadvi,
respectively. Both students died by suicide
due to caste-based discrimination faced at
their universities. The petition sought a
mechanism to end caste discrimination on
campuses.
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Homeland Security Secretary
Kristi Noem faces rising
calls for her firing or
impeachment

WASHINGTON.(Agency)
A groundswell of voices have come to the same
conclusion: Kristi Noem must go.

From Democratic Party leaders to the nation's leading
advocacy organizations to even the most centrist
lawmakers in Congress, the calls are mounting for the
Homeland Security secretary to step aside after the
shooting deaths in Minneapolis of two people who
protested deportation policy. At a defining moment in
her tenure, few Republicans are rising to Noem's
defense."The country is disgusted by what the
Department of Homeland Security has done," top
House Democratic Reps. Hakeem Jeffries of New
York, Katherine Clark of Massachusetts and Pete
Aguilar of California said in a joint statement.

"Kristi Noem should e fired immediately," the
Democrats said, "or we will commence impeachment
proceedings in the House of Representatives."

Republicans and Democrats call for Noem to step down

What strted as sharp criticism of the Homeland Security
secretary, and a longshot move by Democratic
lawmakers signing onto impeachment legislation in
the Republican-controlled House, has morphed into
an inflection point for Noem, who has been the high-
profile face of the Trump administration's
immigration enforcement regime.

|lhan Omar slams Trump's
"hateful rhetoric after
attack; suspect had made
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Bang

ladesh's ousted leader Hasina denounces

the upcoming election from her exile in India

Hasina claimed that Yunus- led
government deliberately
disenfranchised millions of her
supporters by excluding her
party, the former ruling Awami
League from the election.

DHAKA. (Agency)

From her exile in India, Bangladesh's ousted
leader Sheikh Hasina has slammed the
country's upcoming election after her party
was barred from the polls, remarks that
could deepen tensions ahead of the pivotal
vote next month.Hasina, who was
sentenced to death for her crackdown on a
student uprising in 2024 that killed
hundreds of people and led to the toppling
of her 15-year rule, warned in an email to
The Associated Press last week that
without inclusive and free and fair

Starmer calls for UK to have a deeper relationship
with China during 'challenin times'

<«1he UK. leader told

elections, Bangladesh will face prolonged
instability.She also claimed that
Bangladesh's interim government led by
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Muhammad
Yunus deliberately disenfranchised
millions of her supporters by excluding her
party — the former ruling Awami League
— from the election."Each time political
participation is denied to a significant
portion of the population, it deepens
resentment, delegitimizes institutions and
creates the conditions for future
instability," she wrote."A government bon
of'exclusion cannot unite a divided nation,"
Hasina added. A fraught electionMore than
127 million people in Bangladesh are
eligible to vote in the Feb. 12 election,
widely seen as the country's most
consequential in decades and the first since
Hasina's removal from power after the
mass uprising.Yunus' interim
administration is overseeing the process,
with voters also weighing a proposed
constitutional referendum on sweeping
political reforms. Campaigning started last
week, with rallies in the capital, Dhaka, and

X X

elsewhere.Yunus returned to Bangladesh
and took over three days after Hasina fled
to India on Aug. 5, 2024, following weeks
of violent unrest. He has promised a free
and fair election, but critics question
whether the process will meet democratic
standards and whether it will be genuinely
inclusive after the ban on Hasina's Awami
League.There are also concerns over
security and uncertainty surrounding the
referendum, which could bring about
major changes to the constitution.Yunus'
office said in a statement to the AP that
security forces will ensure an orderly
election and will not allow anyone to
influence the outcome through coercion or

violence. International observers and
human rights groups have been invited to
monitor the process, the statement
added.he Election Cmmission says some
500 foreign observers, including from the
European Union and the Commonwealth,
are expected to watch the polls on Feb.
12.Worries over what's aheadSince
Hasina's ouster, Bangladesh has faced a
slew of political and security challenges.

Human rights and minority groups have
accused the interim authorities of failing to
protect civil and political rights. Hasina's
party has alleged arbitrary arrests and
deaths in custody of its members, claims
that the government has denied.Critics
havealso voiced alarm over the growing
influence of Islamist groups and attacks on
minorities, particularly Hindus.There are
also growing concerns over press freedoms
under Yunus, with several journalists
facing criminal charges and the offices of
the country's two leading dailies coming
under attack by angry
protesters.Meanwhile, te Bangladesh
Nationalist Party,.

leaders of some cultural
organizations.The U.K. leader

Very disappointed: US Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent on

India-EU trade deal

WASHINGTON. (Agency)

China's leader Xi Jinping

that their countries need

to work together on

global stability, climate

change and other issues.
o] —

BEIJING. (Agency)

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer has
called for a deeper relationship with
China during what he called
"challenging times for the world."

The U.K. leader told China's leader Xi
Jinping that their countries need to
work together on global stability,
climate change and other issues.

"I have long been clear that the U.K. and
China need a long term, consistent and
comprehensive strategic partnership,"
he said Thursday in Beijing.

earlier met Zhao Leji, the
chairman of China's legislature,
the National People's
Congress.Relations
deteriorated in recent years
over growing concern about
Chinese spying activity in
Great Britain, China's support
for Russia in the Ukraine war,
and the crackdown on
freedoms in Hong Kong, the
former British colony that was
returned to China in 1997.The
disruption to global trade under U.S.
President Donald Trump has made
expanding trade and investment more
imperative for many governments.
Starmer is the fourth leader of a U.S.
ally to wvisit Beijing this month,
following those of South Korea,
Canada and Finland. The German
chancellor is expected to visit next
month.

Following the India-EU free trade agreement, the
United States described Europe as “very
disappointing,” saying EU nations refused to join
Washington in imposing tariffs on New Delhi over its
purchases of Russian oil because of the trade deal.
“They should do what’s best for themselves, but I find
the Europeans very disappointing, especially since
they are on the front line of the Ukraine-Russia war,”
US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said in an
interview with CNBC’s Squawk on the Street on
Wednesday. “Every time you hear a European talk
about the importance of the Ukrainian people,
remember that they put trade ahead of the Ukrainian
people.”Bessent alleged that while India increased
purchases of discounted Russian crude, Europe ended
up buying refined products made from that oil. “The
Europeans have been funding the war against
themselves, something you couldn’t have made up,”
he said.The US had imposed a 25 per cent tariff on
India over its Russian oil imports, but Europe
declined to follow suit, Bessent said. He argued that
EU’s position was influenced by its pursuit of a trade
deal with New Delhi. “They want cheap energy,” he

pro-Trump posts online

KYIV. (Agency)

Democratic U.S. Rep. Ilhan Omar blamed President
Donald Trump for threats to her safety on
Wednesday, one day after she was accosted and
squirted with liquid at an event in Minneapolis.

The man arrested for Tuesday's attack has posted
online in support of the Republican president.

"Every time te prsident of the United States has chosen
to use hateful rhetoric to talk about me and the
community that I represent, my death threats
skyrocket," Omar said during a press conference.
Asked if she was nervous about appearing in public,
she said, "Fear and intimidation doesn't work on
me."The attack came during a perilous political
moment in Minneapolis, where two people have
been fatally shot by federal agents during the White
House's aggressive immigration crackdown.

Omar, a refugee from Somalia, has long been a fixture
of Trump's anti-immigrant rhetoric.

After she was elected seven years ago, Trump said she
should "go back" to her country. He recently

Keir Starmer, the first British prime
minister to visit in eight years, was
holding talks with China's leader Xi
Jinping in the Great Hall of the People
in central Beijing. The two countries
are expected to sign a number of
agreements later in the day.Starmer,
who became prime minister in July
2024, is trying to expand opportunities
for British companies at a time when
the economy at home is slow. More
than 50 top business executives have
joined him on the trip, along with the

described her as "garbage" and said she should be
investigated. During a speech in Towa on Tuesday,
shortly before Omar was attacked, he said
immigrants need to be proud of the United States —
"not like [Than Omar."

Trump troop deployments in US

said, adding that the US could also access cheaper

energy if it chose to buy sanctioned Russian oil.
Bessent's comments were the second remarks in as

many days by the Trump administration on the trade

cities cost nearly $500 mn in 2025

DUBAL (Agency)
President Donald Trump's contentious
deployments of troops in multiple US
cities cost nearly $500 million in 2025,
according to an estimate from the
nonpartisan Congressional Budget
Office (CBO) published Wednesday.
Trump sent troops onto the streets of -
Democratic-led cities including Los  JitL
Angeles and Washington, DC to
quell allegedly out-of-control unrest,
while court challenges blocked him '
from doing so in some other [ t 'V'E <),
locations. ' :
The deployments are set to cost tens of “ml W W
millions more per month this year. Y e
"CBO estimates that those
deployments...cost a total of
approximately $496 million through
the end of December 2025," its
director Phillip Swagel wrote in
response to a request from a top

deal between India and the EU, dubbed as the "mother
of all deals.On Tuesday, US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer said India had emerged as the bigger
winner from the pact. “India comes out on top. They
get more market access into Europe,” Greer told Fox
Business, pointing to India’s low-cost labour
advantage and possible provisions on mobility for
Indian workers.Greer said the EU was “doubling
down on globalisation” at a time when the US is trying
to correct what it sees as its downsides.He added that
Europe, heavily dependent on trade, is seeking
alternative markets as the US prioritises domestic
production and charges higher costs for access to its
market.India and the European Union finalised the
sweeping FTA in New Delhi earlier this week, as
Prime Minister Narendra Modi hosted European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and
European Council President Antonio Costa amid
strained transatlantic ties.The agreement creates a
combined market of nearly two billion people and
covers close to a quarter of global GDP. It will
eliminate tariffs on 99 per cent of Indian exports to the
EU and reduce duties on over 97 per cent of EU

"It's hard not to see thelink between what happened
and the attacks Trump has made against Omar
personally, not to mention his siege of her city," said
Jeremy Slevin, who worked for years as a
spokesperson for Omar before becoming a senior
advisor to Sen. Bernie Sanders.

Trump signals interest in
easing tensions, but
Minneapolis sees little
change on the streets

MINNEAPOLIS. (Agency)

US President Donald Trump seemed to signal a
willingness to ease tensions in Minneapolis after a
second deadly shooting by federal immigration
agents, but there was little evidence Wednesday of
any significant changes following weeks of harsh
rhetoric and clashes with protesters.

The strain was evident when Trump made a leadership

deployment has been the one in
Washington, DC, where there are still
more than 2,600 National Guard
personnel, followed by Los Angeles at

difficult to predict accurately," Swagel
wrote.If current deployments are
continued, "that cost would range
from about $6 million a month for 350
personnel in New Orleans, to
$28 million a month for
1,500 personnel in Memphis,
to $55 million a month" for
those in Washington, he
added.In addition to
domestic deployments,
Trump has repeatedly
employed military force
outside the United States
since returning to office for a
second term a year ago.In the
Middle East, he ordered an
air campaign against Yemen's
Huthi rebels and strikes on Iranian
nuclear sites.
Closer to home, US forces have targeted
alleged drug-smuggling vessels off

..; [ (]

$193 million, which saw a higher peak
number of troops but for a shorter
duration.The cost of future
deployments is "highly uncertain,

change by sending his top border adviser to
Minnesota to take charge of the immigration
crackdown. That was followed by seemingly
conciliatory remarks about the Democratic governor
and mayor.Trump said he and Gov. Tim Walz, whom
he criticized for weeks, were on "a similar
wavelength" following a phone call. After a
conversation with Mayor Jacob Frey, the president
praised the discussion and declared that "lots of
progress is being made."But on city streets, there
were few signs of a shift. Immigration enforcement
operations and confrontations with activists
continued Wednesday in Minneapolis and St. Paul.

A group of protesters blew whistles and pointed out
federal officers in a vehicle on a north Minneapolis
street. When the officers' vehicle moved, a small
convoy of activists followed in their cars for a few
blocks until the officers stopped again.

When Associated Press journalists got out of their car to
document the encounter, officers with the federal
Bureau of Prisons pushed one of them, threatened
them with arrest and told them to get back in their car
despite the reporters' identifying themselves as
journalists. Officers from multiple federal agencies
have been involved in the enforcement
operations.From their car, the AP journalists saw at
least one person being pepper sprayed and one
detained, though it was unclear if that person was the
target of the operation or a protester. Agents also
broke car windows.Attorney General Pam Bondi,
who is visiting Minnesota, said 16 people were
arrested Wednesday on charges of assaulting,
resisting or impeding law enforcement in the state.
She said more arrests were expected.

Democratic lawmaker.
At $223 million, the costliest

mainly because the scale, length, and
location of such deployments are

South America and seized the leader of
Venezuela and his wife.

exports to India.

Sarah Mullally confirmed as archbishop of Canterbury,
first woman to lead the Church of England

world. (Agency)

Sarah Mullally walked into St. Paul’s
Cathedral on Wednesday morning as the
bishop of London. When she walked out in
the afternoon as bells rang out, she was the
spiritual leader of millions of Anglicans
around the world.Mullally, 63, became the
archbishop of Canterbury, making her the
first woman to lead the Church of England.
The worldwide Anglican Communion,
which includes the Episcopal Church in the
U.S., has no formal head, but the
archbishop traditionally has been seen as its
spiritual leader.As the choir sang an anthem
by Edward Elgar, the cancer nurse turned
cleric officially took up the responsibilities
of her new job as bewigged judges presided
over a legal ceremony confirming her
appointment, which was announced almost
four months ago.As the lengthy process
came to a close and her election was
confirmed, Mullally stood and faced the
congregation to loud applause.

We welcome you,” the bishops surrounding
her shouted in unison.The so-called

Confirmation of Election service marks a
major milestone for the Church of
England, which ordained its first female
priests in 1994 and its first female bishop in
2015. The church traces its roots to the 16th
century when the English church broke
away from the Roman Catholic Church
during the reign of King Henry
VIII.George Gross, an expert on theology
and the monarchy at King’s College
London, highlighted the church’s
continuing divergence from the Catholic
Church, which forbids women from being
ordained as priests, much less as serving as
the religion’s global spiritual leader.

“It is a big contrast,” Grosssaid. “And in
terms of the position of women in society,
thisisa big statement.”

But Mullally’s appointment may deepen rifts
within the Anglican Communion, whose
100 million members in 165 countries are
deeply divided over issues such as the role
of women and the treatment of LGBTQ
people.She will also have to confront
concerns that the Church of England hasn’t

done enough to stamp out the sexual abuse
scandals that have dogged it for more than
a decade.Gafcon, a global organization of
conservative Anglicans, says Mullally’s
appointment is divisive because a majority
of the Anglican Communion still believes
only men should be bishops.

Rwandan Archbishop Laure Mbanda,
chairman of the Gafcon council of senior
bishops, known as primates, also criticized
Mullally’s support for the blessing of

same-sex marriages.“Since the newly
appointed archbishop of Canterbury
has failed to guard the faith and is
complicit in introducing practices and
beliefs that violate both the ‘plain and
canonical sense’ of Scripture and the
Church’s historic and consensual’
interpretation of it, she cannot provide
leadership to the Anglican
Communion,” Mbanda said in October.

As part of the ceremony, a cleric
announced that no one had raised
legitimate opposition to Mullally’s
confirmation. A heckler began shouting
and was escorted from the cathedral.

The bishops declared that no objection had
been made in a timely way and Mullally
took her oath of allegiance to the British
crown and the church.Mullally replaces
former Archbishop Justin Welby, who
announced his resignation in November
2024, after he was criticized for failing to
tell police about allegations of physical and
sexual abuse by a volunteer at a church-
affiliated summer camp.
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Kuldeep Yadav Lite: Meet

Murali, teenage spinner shaped
by YouTube and ambition

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

If you squinted through the Visakhapatnam
haze on Tuesday afternoon, you’d have
sworn India’s premier wrist-spinner had
skipped his day off. The approach was
identical, the rhythmic, slow-gathering
stride, the slight tilt of the head, and that
unmistakable, whippy release of the left arm.

But Kuldeep Yadav wasn’t at the ACA-VDCA
Stadium. He was resting. Only eight out of 15
came to India’s optional training session in
the city on the eve of their fourth T20I against
New Zealand.Instead, it was 19-year-old
Ronanki Murali, a human mirror-image from
Srikakulam, who was busy making Shreyas
Iyer second-guess his footwork. In a sport of
billions, Murali has managed the impossible:
he has reverse-engineered a world-class
craft, one YouTube video at a time.On
Tuesday, Murali’s stint began under the harsh
afternoon sun as he bowled to New Zealand’s
Michael Bracewell. Part of a group of net
bowlers organised by the Andhra Cricket

Association, Murali was trying to make the
most of a rare opportunity — bowling to
established international stars during New
Zealand’s optional training session.He then
stayed back for India’s practice, which began
at around 5 pm IST. What followed was a
non-stop grind. Murali stationed himself on
the pitch where Shreyas Iyer embarked on a
marathon session, batting for nearly 90
minutes. The left-arm wrist-spinner bowled,
bowled and bowled to the Punjab Kings
captain. Iyer largely dominated him, sending
balls soaring into the stands. Yet, between
those towering hits came fleeting moments of
satisfaction for Murali — small victories
whenever he planted a seed of doubt in the
star batter’s mind.For those watching from
afar, Murali appeared a carbon copy of
Kuldeep Yadav. Shorter than the India bowler
and with far less experience at this level, the
Srikakulam spinner nevertheless bowled
with as much heart as anyone else in a nets
session that also featured the likes of Varun
Chakravarthy and Ravi Bishnoi.

Tyson Fury un-retires again:
Gypsy King back for Netflix clash
vs Makhmudov

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Former heavyweight world champion Tyson
Fury has once again reversed a retirement
decision, confirming his return to the ring
for a high-profile clash against Arslanbek
Makhmudov in April. The fight will mark
Fury’s comeback just weeks after he
publicly declared that he was stepping
back into boxing.The 37-year-old Briton is
scheduled to face the Canada-based
Russian heavyweight on April 11 in the
United Kingdom, with the venue still to be
finalised. The bout will be streamed
globally on Netflix, adding another layer
of intrigue to Fury’s latest return.

Announcing the fight, Fury made it clear
that his bond with the sport remains as
strong as ever.Excited to be back. Heart’s
always been and always will be in boxing.
Someone go tell the king that the ace is
back,” Fury said.Tyson Fury’s retirement
saga

The bout will be Fury’s first since his
December 2024 defeat to Oleksandr Usyk,
which followed another loss to the
Ukrainian earlier that year. Those back-to-
back setbacks prompted Fury to announce
his retirement for a second time, after a
similar decision in 2022 that he later
reversed. True to pattern, the lure of the
ring proved irresistible, with Fury
confirming another comeback earlier this
month.Awaiting him is Arslanbek
Makhmudov, a powerful heavyweight
who has been building momentum. The
Russian-born, Canada-based boxer
boosted his standing in his last outing by
dominating Britain’s Dave Allen,
underlining his reputation as a dangerous
opponent.“I am thrilled about the
opportunity,” Makhmudov said.

“I’m coming to deliver a war. Tyson Fury has
been a big champion. I will be more ready
than ever to leave with a massive W.”

Rohit Sharma points out India's biggest
challenge gomg into the T20 World Cup

Former India captain Rohit
Sharma has pointed out India's
biggest challenge going into the
T20 World Cup. Rohit has said
that India need to get their
combinations right in the
tournament.

MELBOURNE(Agency)

India go into the T20 World Cup 2026 as

favourites to win the tournament. The world
No.1 T20I side has been in rampaging form
over the past year and is expected to race into
the semi-finals of the competition. However,
former India captain Rohit Sharma has
pointed out that the path may not be as
straightforward as it appears.Speaking ahead
of the tournament, Rohit explained what he
believes will be India’s biggest challenge.
According to him, the team management will
be torn between playing two specialist
spinners in Kuldeep Yadav and Varun

Chakravarthy, or sticking with Varun alone
through the tournament.India have leaned
heavily on their spin attack over the last year,
with Varun Chakravarthy, Kuldeep Yadav
and Axar Patel dominating opposition line-
ups. Rohit, however, pointed out that the
tournament’s timing — during the transition
from winter to spring — will bring heavy
dew into play during evening matches.“The
biggest challenge for captain Suryakumar

Yadav and coach Gautam Gambhir will be
how to play both Kuldeep Yadav and Varun
Chakravarthy together. If you want that
combination, you can only do it if you play
with two seamers, which is a big challenge,”
Rohit Sharma said on Hotstar ahead of the
World Cup.Despite the concerns, the T20
World Cup-winning captain admitted that he
would be tempted to play both specialist
spinners in the XI.Dew Will Heavily Affect

UCL: Lamine Yamal praises resilient Barcelona
as team finishes top 5 in league phase

MELBOURNE. (Agency)

FC Barcelona’s starboy Lamine Yamal was
elated with the team’s win against
Copenhagen in the Champions League on
Wednesday, January 28. Barcelona
overturned a 0-1 deficit in the second half
to win the match 4-1, securing a place in
the top five of the league phase.The
result ensured Barcelona’s direct entry
into the main draw of the next round,
allowing them to avoid the playoffs.
Speaking after the match, Yamal
praised the character shown by the team
and said the new Champions League
format suited players, as it reduced the
number of matches in an already
crowded season.“We all came here
tonight thinking about getting into the
top eight. We’re very happy with the
win,” the 18-year-old told Movistar
Plus.“When you concede a goal in the
Champions League, it’s very difficult to
come back, but the team was very resilient
and managed to turn it around. With the
number of matches we play in a season,
having two fewer matches leaves you
feeling much better.”Barcelona vs
Copenhagen: HighlightsDespite the
convincing scoreline, Barcelona were
made to work hard after a frustrating first

half in which Copenhagen stunned the
hosts with an early lead.The visitors
silenced the home crowd when Dadason
broke free of Barcelona’s high defensive
line, latching on to a defence splitting pass
from Mohamed Elyounoussi before

drilling a low finish past goalkeeper
Garcia.The goal visibly unsettled
Barcelona, who struggled to find rhythm
before the break. Raphinha and Robert

Lewandowski both wasted chances to
equalise, while Eric Garcia came closest in
the 33rd minute, his powerful effort
striking the crossbar.Barcelona emerged
with far greater purpose after the interval

and levelled the contest within three
minutes of the restart. Lamine Yamal led a
swift counter-attack, gliding past multiple
Copenhagen defenders before squaring the
ball for Lewandowski, who tapped into an
unguarded net.The equaliser shifted the
momentum decisively.
Barcelona increased the
tempo and pinned
Copenhagen deep inside their
own half, eventually taking
the lead on the hour mark.
Yamal struck from inside the
area, his shot taking a
deflection that looped over
goalkeeper Diant Ramaj
Kotarski and dropped into the
far corner.Raphinha extended
the advantage from the
penalty spot in the 69th
minute after Lewandowski
was brought down while attempting a shot,
and substitute Marcus Rashford later put
the result beyond doubt with a composed
finish.While Barcelona’s second-half
response was ruthless, defensive concerns
linger. The Catalans completed the league
phase without a clean sheet and finished
with the weakest defensive record among
the top 13 teams.

Sophie Molineux announced Alyssa Healy's
heir as Australia's all-format captain

we-S0phie Molineux has been named Alyssa

Healy's successor as Australia's all-format

captain. The left-arm spinner will begin her

leadership stint in the T20ls against India
ahead of the World Cup.

New Delhi. (Agency)

TAustralia have confirmed Sophie Molineux
as Alyssa Healy’s long-term successor
across all three formats, marking a major
leadership transition in the women’s setup.
The left-arm spinner will officially begin her
captaincy tenure in the T20I leg of the
upcoming home multi-format series against
India, with Healy set to bow out later in the
summer.The announcement follows Healy’s
decision earlier this month to retire from
international cricket after the India series.

With the T20 World Cup just months away,
Australia have moved quickly to install a
new leader. Speaking after being named
captain, Molineux acknowledged the
responsibility that comes with replacing
one of the most influential figures in the
game.“It's a real honour to be named
Australian captain and something I'm
incredibly proud of, especially following
on from Alyssa, who's had such a huge
impact on this team and the game,”
Molineux said.“I'm incredibly grateful for

the trust that's been shown in me, and I'm
excited to grow alongside this group of
players and see what we can achieve
together with Tahlia, Ash and the rest of the
team," she added.Molineux has been
promoted ahead of vice-captain Tahlia
McGrath, who will retain her role, while
Ashleigh Gardner has been elevated as a
second vice-captain. The move strengthens
Australia’s leadership core as the team
prepares for a post-Healy era and a packed
international calendar.

Why not Tahlia McGrath?

McGrath’s omission from the top role has
raised eyebrows, especially given her strong
record as stand-in captain. However,
selectors appear to have weighed recent on-
field form alongside leadership credentials.
McGrath endured a difficult ODI World
Cup and followed it with a modest WBBL
campaign, factors that may have worked
against her despite her impressive captaincy
record across formats.

T20 World Cup: Rohit Sharma

Playing three spinners would put India in a
difficult position in terms of balance. If Axar,
Kuldeep and Varun all feature, India would
be forced to sacrifice Arshdeep Singh. In that
scenario, India would operate with one
specialist seamer in Jasprit Bumrah, along
with two pace-bowling all-rounders in
Shivam Dube and Hardik Pandya.

Rohit said it would not be an easy call for
Suryakumar Yadav and Gambhir to settle on
a fixed playing XI, as leaving out any player
would mean dropping one of the best in the
world.“Looking at conditions in India, like in
this New Zealand series, there is a lot of dew.
In February and March, dew will be heavy
across most parts as winter ends. Even in
Mumbai, which doesn’t get cold, there’s still
dew. I’d say 90-95% of grounds in India have
dew. That’s the challenge,” Rohit said. What
do the coach and captain think? Are they
comfortable with three spinners? Then they
can play spin, but there’s no fixed rule. You
have to drop a pacer, which may not be right.
It depends on the thinking of the team
leadership,” he concluded.

India begin their T20 World Cup campaign on
February 7 against the USA. They will play
group-stage matches in Mumbai, Delhi,
Colombo and Ahmedabad.

Abhishek Sharma and the T20
World Cup risk: Ajinkya Rahane
warns India batters

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

India veteran batter Ajinkya Rahane believes
Abhishek Sharma’s high-risk approach at the
top could ultimately help India prepare better
for the T20 World Cup by reducing over-
dependence on the opener. His comments came
after India’s 50-run defeat to New Zealand in
the Vizag T20I, despite the hosts already
sealing the series.Abhishek’s golden duck in
Vizag, while chasing a steep target of 216,
brought India’s batting depth under the scanner
on a day when the opener failed to deliver his
usual explosive start. With the rest of the top
order also struggling, questions were raised
about how the batting unit copes when
Abhishek’s high-impact approach does not
come off. Speaking on CricBuzz, Rahane
explained that such outcomes are an inevitable
part of playing fearless cricket at the top.With
Abhishek Sharma, this is going to happen. He

plays a high-risk game. When it comes off,
he’1l be a match-winner—we all know that. But
there will be times when he gets out for zero,
even first ball. That can happen in a World Cup.
I thought the Indian batting today wasn’t
dependent on Abhishek Sharma alone.
Collectively, they were very good. They played
with seven batters, and you could clearly see
the difference that having seven instead of eight
makes in a side.” Abhishek’s dismissal came off
the very first ball of the chase, as he attempted
to launch Matt Henry into the stands, only to
edge the ball to Devon Conway at deep point.
What followed was a collapse at the top, with
Suryakumar Yadav and Sanju Samson also
falling cheaply while chasing 216.India's
batting display in Vizag T201

Despite the Vizag setback, Abhishek’s overall
series has been outstanding. He remains the
third-highest run-scorer with 152 runs from
four matches, averaging 50.66 at a staggering
strike rate of 266.66. His 14-ball fifty in the
Raipur T20I — the second-fastest by an Indian
—underlined his ability to decide games inside
the powerplay.

ICC suspends USA bhatter on corruption

charges right ahead of T20 World Cup

USA batter and former captain Aaron
Jones has been suspended after facing
match-fixing charges. The ICC says the
case is part of a wider investigation,
putting Jones' T20 World Cup future in
doubt.USA cricket's World Cup
preparations.

New Delhi. (Agency)

USA batter and former captain Aaron Jones

has been provisionally suspended from all
cricket after being charged with multiple
breaches of anti-corruption rules by the
International Cricket Council. The charges
relate mainly to alleged match-fixing and a
failure to cooperate with investigators,
dealing a serious blow to USA cricket.

Jones has been charged with five offences

under the anti-corruption codes of the ICC

and Cricket West Indies. Most of the
allegations are linked to the Biml0
tournament in the 2023-24 season, which
comes under CWI jurisdiction. Two other
charges relate to international matches
governed by the ICC Code. In an official
release, the ICC confirmed that Jones has
been suspended with immediate
effect.“These charges are part of a wider

investigation which is likely to result in |

further charges being issued against other
participants in due course,” the ICC said.

“Jones has been provisionally suspended from
all cricket with immediate effect and has 14
days from 28 January 2026 to respond to the
charges.”According to the ICC, Jones is
accused of attempting to fix or improperly
influence matches, failing to report
approaches that breached anti-corruption
rules, refusing to cooperate with
investigators, and obstructing the

USA cricket, given Jones’
importance to the team in recent
years. He served as USA captain
during the 2024 T20 World Cup,
which was jointly hosted by the
United States and the Caribbean
islands, and was central to some of
the team’s most memorable
performances.

Jones made his international debut in
2019 and has since played 52 ODIs

with information. Three of the charges fall
under the CWI Anti-Corruption Code, while
two relate to breaches of the ICC Code.The
31-year-old was recently part of a group of
18 USA players training in Sri Lanka as part
of preparations for the 2026 T20 World Cup.
With the suspension now in place, Jones is
not eligible for selection, and the USA are yet
to announce their final squad for the
tournament.A major setback for USA cricket

investigation by concealing or tampering The development is a significant setback for

and 48 T20Is for the USA. At the
2024 T20 World Cup, he produced a match-
winning 94 off 40 balls against Canada and
followed it up with an unbeaten 36 off 26
balls in the famous victory over Pakistan,
innings that brought him global attention.

Away from international cricket, Jones has

featured in several franchise leagues,
including the CPL, MLC and BPL. However,
he has not represented the USA at
international level since April 2025.
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Is Doing All The Touristy Things In
Instanbul And We Are Making Notes

B ollywood actress and TV personality Hina
Khan recently gave fans a taste of her vacation
in Istanbul, Turkey, where she was seen dining
at the famous Seven Hills terrace restaurant, located
in the Sultanahmet neighbourhood. The actress, now
on holiday with her mother and husband Rocky
Jaiswal, posted pictures from the trip on social media,
appreciating the local food and hospitality and

describing it as a wonderful experience.

Hina shared glimpses of her dining experience at the
iconic restaurant on her Instagram Stories, where she
can be seen candidly posing with a falcon. Other
stories show Hina sitting with a vast range of
breakfast platters in front of her.

Hina Khan Highlights Turkish Breakfast and Local
Delights

Beyond tourist attractions and breathtaking views,

Mlrinal

¢ "Thalur

I And Dulquer Salmaan
N\ Reuniting For Sita Ramam 2?

‘f_ Viral Photo Sparks Buzz

runal Thakur and Dulquer Salmaan have taken social media by
storm after a recent picture of the duo went viral, reigniting
conversations about Sita Ramam 2 or a potential new collaboration.
'he photo instantly went viral among fans who fondly remember their on-
screen chemistry in the 2022 romantic drama Sita Ramam.A fan shared the
photo which shows Mrunal Thakur and Dulquer Salmaan standing under an
umbrella. They are smiling looking at each other. In no time it went viral with
fans guessing that the actors are reuniting for the sequel. But there is no
confirmation about this. This may be for a new film but we still have to wait
for the official confirmation.
Mrunal Thakur’s work front
The actress will be next seen with Siddhant Chaturvedi in Do Deewane Seher
Mein. Directed by Ravi Udyawar, Do Deewane Seher Mein aims to move
away from idealised portrayals of romance, instead focusing on emotional
vulnerability, uncertainty, and the quiet chaos that defines real relationships,
The teaser, anchored by its
soulful title track, hints at a
narrative driven more by
feeling than spectacle. It is
slated to release theatrically on
February 20, 2026. With its
grounded emotional tone,
nostalgic music, and a lead pair
whose chemistry feels
instinctive rather than
manufactured, Do Deewane
Seher Mein is shaping up to be
one of the most closely
watched romantic releases of
the year,
. She will be also seen with Varun
o\ Dhawan in Hai Jawani Toh
'\ _Ishq Hona Hai. The film was
_ earlier scheduled to release on April 10, 2026. The makers had made the
announcement in May earlier this year, which read: *Double the trouble,
_triple the fun! Jab...”Hai Jawani toh Ishq Hona Hai’ hits cinemas on 10th
o April 2026." Touted to be a blend of a lighthearted narrative with romantic
Selements, “Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai" reportedly shares a tale of a guy
Who was rejected by several women, but ends up getting help from God.
Dulquer Salmaan’s work
e actor has many films lined up in his kitty. He was last seen in Kaantha.
Recently, he also announced lead actress for the film Aakasamlo Oka Tara.
@leetha Arts, which is one of the firms presenting the film, took to its
instagram page to share the introduction video of the actress. It wrote, “She
‘Carries a dream bigger than the sky.... Introducing Satvika Veeravalli — The
dreamer who gives wings to #AakasamLoOkaTara #AOTMovie." The
introduction video begins with a child, pointing to the sky and asking “How
) | go to space?" Viewers are then given a glimpse of the heroine.The
itroduction video shows Satvika Veeravalli as a youngster from the rural
parts who is dissuaded from pursuing her dream of going to space.

Hina made sure to savour Turkey’s famous breakfast
culture, which she called “unmissable" for any
traveller visiting the city. Her images, which included
ornate platters full of cheeses, olives, fresh breads,
jams and tea, enhanced the destination’s allure for her
millions of followers.
In her Instagram posts, she highlighted the “view, food,
hospitality, and warmth" of the neighbourhood
= restaurants and urged her
followers to make the most of
these encounters. The lavish
breakfast tables included simit
(sesame-crusted bread rings), a
variety of cheeses, olives, fresh
salads, honey with clotted cream,
and robust tulip-shaped cups of
tea (significant Turkish
mainstays).
A waffle with sliced bananas, ™%
chocolate chips, crushed
pistachios, and different coloured ¥ =28
candies on top was also visible. |
The tastes were further enhanced &
by adding a chocolate sau
drizzle and a dusting @
powdered sugar. A chocolate-topped cake slice
another delicious item on a different plate in ¢
backdrop.
“When in Istanbul, never miss exploring the ama n.';;
Turkish breakfast joints. Their view, food, hosp
and warmth is so special and heart-touching.
simply unmissable and once you experience it,
unforgettable! Loved it," Hina captioned her posta S8

=
—

4
»

Orry To Reveal REAL Reason Behind
Sara Ali Khan Feud, Reacts To Fan

Saying 'Amrita Aunty Is Angry

rhan Awatramani, better known as Orry, has

never shied away from speaking his mind,

and this time, he’s ready to open up about his
very public fallout with Amrita Singh, Ibrahim Ali
Khan and Sara Ali Khan. After taking multiple digs
at Sara and talking about how Amrita “traumatised"
him, Orry is ready to reveal what really went wrong
among them.Orry recently took a dig at Sara Ali
Khan’s career in the comments section of his latest
post. When someone else commented, “Amrita
aunty is very angry," he responded, “Put a glass of
ice water on her head." Another person asked,
“Babes, when are you spilling the tea on the drama
with Sara?" He wrote, “Soon.”

For the unversed, Orry recently posted an Instagram
Reel flaunting his t-shirt with a bra printed on it.
Someone in the comments asked, “Genuine
Question: what exactly is that bra holding together?

" Orry not only pinned the comment but also
replied, “Sara Ali Khan’s hits." Someone added,
“Orry, | hope she’s laughing too." He responded,
“At her career? She must be."This came days after
Orry posted an Instagram Reel taking a jab at
*Sara’, ‘Amrita’, and ‘Paalak’. Many believed that
he was taking a dig at Sara Ali Khan, Amrita Singh
and Palak Tiwari. Interestingly, the initial Reel in
which Orry mentioned the three women’s names
has been removed from his account after it went
viral. Sara Ali Khan has yet to respond to the
digs.Meanwhile, in a recent chat with Hindustan
Times, Orry spoke about distancing himself from
both siblings. Explaining his decision, he said, “I
unfollowed Sara a while ago, and I haven’t
followed Ibrahim in years." He added, “Pretending
to be friends with Sara means pretending to be ok
with the trauma her mother put me through, and |
justdon’tthink I can do that anymore.”

While Orry chose not to elaborate on what he
described as “trauma," he made it clear that the
issue runs deeper than online spats or unfollows.
According to him, there is only one way the
situation could potentially be resolved. “If Amrita
Singh were to apologise, | could maybe see myself
letting it go in the future," he said.

'Main Hoon Na': Arjun Bijlani Reacts
As Wife Thanks Him For Emotional

f -

Arjun Bijlani supported Neha Swami after
her father Sri Rakesh Chandra Swami
passed away. Neha expressed gratitude on

Instagram.

P opular television actor Arjun Bijlani decided to

reply in a perfect Shah Rukh Khan style as his

better half, Neha Swami, expressed her
gratitude to him for being her constant pillar of
support through various ups and downs of life.Neha
took to her official Instagram handle and published a
few stills with the “Naagin’ actor.Neha admitted that
she is lucky to have someone like Arjun in her life,
who became her strength during the most
challenging phase of her life, the recent passing of
her father.

She wrote on the photo-sharing app, “I am truly
blessed to have you in my life. During the most
difficult phase of my life, you became my strength.
You stood by me, took care of me, and never left me
alone. On days when [ sat quietly with my pain, you
made me laugh and reminded me to smile again.
(sic)"

Thanking Arjun for all the love and patience he has
shown, she added, *“I am forever grateful for your
love, patience, and care. I am very lucky to have a
husband like you. Thank you for being my
everything. (red heart emoji) @arjunbijlani.”

The ‘Laughter Chefs’ contestant decided to react to
the post in a totally filmy way."MAIN HOON NA
(red heart emoji)", Arjun shared in the comment
section.

For the unversed, Arjun and Neha were in Dubai with
their son Ayaan to ring in the New Year when they
had to rush back after Neha's father’s health
deteriorated.

However, he passed away on January | at the age of 73
following a brief but critical battle in the ICU.

Earlier, Arjun used social media to pay a heartfelt
tribute to his late father-in-law, promising to always
take care of his better half, Neha, and son
Ayaan.“Aap ki batein aur seek hamesha hamare
saath Rahengi ..!! Neha aur Ayaan ka poora Dhyaan
rakhoonga chinta mat karna ..!! Love u always !! Sri
Rakesh Chandra Swami !! 1956 — 2026 . !!
#omshanti," he shared.
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