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Fill the gaps budget,
no big bang here

The producers of castor oil cake must be pleased.
No. It is not the kind which might help futures and
options players. Units located in special economic
zones—which produce castor cakes from
indigenous seeds on indigenous machinery—are
exempted from customs duty if the output is used
in the domestic market. The exemption enables the
viability of export units and expands the
availability of fertilisers in the domestic market for
producers. Budget 2026 is defined by a plethora of
such surgical steps.Union finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman’s ninth essay has landed
between hype and hope. The budget has quelled
the chorus of hype, the serenade of brass band
balladeers calling for a 1991 moment. It has also
cheesed off stock market punters who hoped for
booster shots, and the hike in security transaction
tax has worsened the business model of the get-
poor-quickly motley crowd of futures and options
traders.The fact is that the government, in 2025,
created the impulse for consumption
demand—the recast of the income tax in February,
followed by the recalibration of GST rates in
October. The question in the run-up to the budget
was how the government would address the
persistent slide of the rupee vis-a-vis the dollar,
how it could stop the sell-off by foreign portfolio
investors and the tepid state of foreign direct
investment.Nothing clarifies strategy like a crisis,
and given the history of crisis-led transformation,
the expectation was for big-bang steps. Budget
2026 has chosen to play it safe, eschewing the
let’s-do-something itch that afflicts governments.
It has stuck to its tested thesis and a fiscally
prudent path. The budget aims to limit the gap
between government income and expenditure to
4.3 percent of GDP, implying gross government
borrowing of around 7?17 lakh crore. The
government will spend over 73,800 crore every
day or ?160 crore every hour on interest
payments.The basic approach of the government
over the past five years—in the face of reluctant
private investment—has been to maintain
momentum of growth by topping up the spend on
physical infrastructure—the allocation for the
year has been upped from ?11.2 lakh crore to 712.2
lakh crore and allocation for defence
modernisation has been ramped up to around ?2.5
lakh crore. Seven new high-speed rail
corridors—allocations and timelines for which are
yet to be revealed—could enable connectivity and
boost growth. There is also a not-so-clear idea of
city clusters as economic regions with an
allocation of ?5,000 crore for five years. The
question is: Can the government avoid what
happened to the smart city programme?

The budget reflects an attempt to backstop economic
growth and investment with interventions. Fish
caught by an Indian vessel in the exclusive

Budget red alert for the middle class

Revised estimate for income tax collections is about 9% less than the budgetary projection

THE most interesting data points from the Union Budget

2026-27, hidden in plain sight, are the income tax (I-T)
collection numbers. Last year, the government expected
to collect about Rs 14.4 lakh crore in ‘taxes on income’.
Some, including me, had argued back then that this was
an overly optimistic projection, given that the Finance
Minister had raised the I-T thresholds and the number of
I-T payers would fall sharply because of that. The
counterargument given by others was that India’s
economy was on the verge of a revival, and that would
lead to big salary hikes, and push more people across the
income tax threshold.As it turns out, we were right. The
revised estimate for I-T collections for 2025-26 is now
just Rs 13.1 lakh crore. That’s about 9 per cent less than
what the Budget had estimated. More importantly, I-T
collections grew by just 6.2 per cent in this fiscal year,
compared to 2024-25. Compare that to the 18.2 per cent
and 25.4 per cent growth seen in the previous two
financial years. This is especially significant when we
compare it to nominal GDP growth. In 2025-26, I-T
collections underperformed nominal GDP by 1.8
percentage points. In 2024-25, I-T collections
outperformed nominal GDP growth by 8.4 percentage
points, and in 2023-24, the growth in I-T collections was
a whopping 13.3 percentage points higher than nominal
GDP growth.You don’t need a clearer piece of evidence
to show that India’s upper middle class is in deep
trouble. Let me break this down a little more. I am going
to assume that those with a pre-tax monthly income
between Rs 1.5 lakh and Rs 3.5 lakh are ‘upper middle
class’. The bulk of these people would be middle
managers in the corporate sector, while some would be
self-employed professionals. They account for roughly
9 per cent of those who file income tax returns and
contribute about 35 per cent of the total I-T collections.

Above them come the affluent, the rich and the super rich.

These include senior managers, especially those in the
C-suite, top-level lawyers, doctors and other
professionals, startup founders and big entrepreneurs.
They make up just 1.5 per cent of those who file tax
returns, but account for over 50 per cent of the income
tax collected by the Centre.Now, all jobs and
recruitment surveys and reports tell us that 2025 has
been a great year for top honchos in India Inc, and also
for people running startups. This means they must have
paid much higher income tax than they did last year.
Despite this, if the total income tax collections have
increased by just 6.2 per cent, it can only mean that the
“upper middle class’ taxpayers have paid less tax than in
2024-25. This only adds to what we know anecdotally,
that thousands of middle managers in India have lost
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That we are in the middle of a massive consumption
downcycle is also evident from the sluggish growth in
GST collections. One reason, of course, is that GST
rates have been slashed sharply in the middle of 2025-
26. But even if we take just the April-September period
and compare it to the previous year, the growth in GST
collections was less than 6 per cent. This again, is well
below the average 8.8 per cent nominal GDP growth in
the first two quarters of 2025-26. So, the tax data
confirms what some of us have been saying — India’s
upper middle class is not only earning less, it is also
spending less than ever before.On the other side, the
same tax data proves that India’s corporate sector is
doing extremely well. ‘Corporation tax’ collections beat
the budgetary estimates — the government expected to
collect Rs 10.8 lakh crore in 2025-26, but is likely to get
Rs 11.1 lakh crore instead. That means corporate tax
collections increased by 12.3 per cent compared to
2024-25, which is more than 1.5 times the growth in
nominal GDP. In other words, corporates are getting a
larger share of our national income, while the upper
middle class is getting a smaller chunk.Despite this, the
government expects income tax payers to continue to
contribute more to the exchequer than the corporate
sector. Corporate taxes are projected to account for 28
per cent of the next financial year’s tax revenues, while
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cent. This can only happen if there’s a massive revival in
white-collar jobs and salaries in 2026-27. All evidence
points to the contrary — Al is likely to cause even more
middle manager layoffs this year than 2025.In fact, if the
government expects income tax revenues to rise, it
should also expect a revival of middle-class
consumption. If that were the case, GST collections
should also rise, because the increased volumes would
offset the reduction in GST rates. Yet, the budgetary
estimate for the next financial year is that GST
collections will actually fall by 3 per cent in 2026-27
compared to this fiscal. So, the government’s own
indirect tax estimates seem to contradict its income tax
projections.The Budget happens to be a political
document. Every incumbent government uses it as a
fiscal tool to win elections. The Modi government is no
different. Its expenditure is directed towards those who
make up the electoral numbers and those who can finance
electoral campaigns. Therefore, the poor are going to
continue to get subsidised food, some amount of
guaranteed work, and financial aid to build homes.

On the other side, India Inc will continue to get tax

subsidies and lucrative infrastructure projects —
including the new tax sops for building data centres.
Government contracts will keep India’s corporate sector
insulated from the decline in consumption demand that

economic zone on the high seas, when landed in a
foreign port, will be treated as an export. The time
period for exporting the final product has been
extended from the existing six months to one year
for exporters of leather or textile garments. The
entire value of biogas used in blended CNG is
exempt from excise. Limits for duty-free imports
of specified inputs used for processing seafood for
export are hiked. Basic customs duty on specified
parts used in making microwave ovens is being
exempted to deepen value addition.It has chosen
to address the cogs of growth by unveiling a glut of
schemes—each targeting an arthroscopic
approach, dealing with the specificity of a nudge
rather than mega-ton propulsion. It has sought to
tap into the gold rush of data centres by offering a
tax holiday until 2047 to any foreign company that
provides cloud services to global customers using
data centres in India. It creates a new fund of
710,000 crore for five years to boost biopharma
manufacturing.Given the global race for rare
earths, the budget proposes to support the mineral-
rich states of Odisha, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, and
Tamil Nadu in establishing dedicated rare earth
corridors to promote mining, processing, research
and manufacturing. To promote the manufacture
of chemicals, the budget moots supporting states
in establishing three dedicated chemical parks via
a plug-and-play model. The outlay for electronics
component manufacturing increased to 740,000
crore and ?10,000 crore for container
manufacturing.

their jobs, or taken pay cuts to survive.

income tax is estimated to be a little more than 33 per

will be caused by a fall in upper-middle-class incomes.

Periods, with dignity: SC makes menstrual health a right

The Tribune Editorial: The emphasis on schools is critical. Adolescence is when menstrual stigma bites hardest and when the absence of facilities can derail education.

THE Supreme Court’s recognition of menstrual health
as a fundamental right under Article 21 is a long-
overdue affirmation that dignity, health and equality
are indivisible. By directing states to provide free,
biodegradable sanitary pads in schools and to set up
menstrual hygiene corners stocked with pads and
innerwear, the court has pushed menstrual health out
of the shadows of stigma and into the realm of
enforceable rights. Menstruation has long been
treated as a private inconvenience. The !
consequences are stark: poor access to hygiene
products, unsafe alternatives, infections,
absenteeism and dropouts among adolescent girls,
particularly in government schools. By framing
menstrual health as intrinsic to the right to life and
personal dignity, the court has reframed the
debate.The emphasis on schools is critical.
Adolescence is when menstrual stigma bites hardest
and when the absence of facilities can derail
education. Hygiene corners institutionalise privacy
and preparedness, while free access to sanitary napkins

The visionary man

recognises that affordability should not determine
attendance. The insistence on biodegradable products also

behind The Tribune

Publishing The Tribune in English was a truly courageous act

SARDAR DYAL SINGH MAJITHIA (1848-1898) was
born in Varanasi in a prominent and wealthy family from
Majitha village in Amritsar district of Punjab. During
the 19th century, this village was notable for the fact that
Maharaja Ranjit Singh had included 16 generals from
three families from the village in his army between 1800
and 1849.Dyal Singh, a distinguished son of this
influential village, was a philanthropist and national
hero dedicated to equality, freedom, fraternity,
liberalism and humanity. He was an editor, journalist,
educationist, economist, writer, prominent Congress
leader, Brahmo Samajist, rationalist, eloquent speaker
and aman of exemplary character.

Dyal Singh has left behind a legacy that inspires pride in
all. According to BK Nehru, distinguished Indian civil
servant, diplomat and former President of The Tribune
Trust, Dyal Singh did for North India what Raja Ram
Mohan Roy, founder of the Brahmo Samaj,
accomplished for Bengal in the early 19th century —
leading it from the darkness of ignorance into the light of
modernity.Influenced by the ideas of Surendranath
Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Mulraj and JC Bose, Dyal Singh
founded The Tribune to give a voice to the Indian
populace and raise public awareness. The first edition of
the paper was published in Lahore on February 2, 1881.
It had 12 pages, priced at four annas (25 paise) per copy.
The Tribune was a weekly newspaper and was issued
every Saturday.Sitalchandra Mukherjee was its first
editor. He was editing his newspaper ‘The Indian
People’ from Allahabad and agreed to manage The
Tribune and send editorials and articles from there.
Sitala Kanta Chatterjee was appointed as the editor in
Lahore. KP Chatterjee used to do the cutting-and-
pasting work.Surendranath Banerjee has written: "I
pursued him to start a newspaper at Lahore. I purchased
for him at Calcutta the first press for The Tribune

The editorial in the first issue, titled

newspaper, and to me, he entrusted the duty of selecting
the first editor. I recommended late Sitala Kanta
Chatterjee of Dacca (now in Bangladesh) for the post.
His successful career as the first editor amply justified
my choice." (A Nation in Making, Published 1931).

Dyal Singh's courage, keen insight and unwavering

dedication to his purpose placed him at the forefront of
those who used their wonderful pens for the nation's
benefit. The founders and
managers of The Tribune
believed in working solely for the
public good, recognising that
welfare could be promoted more
effectively through moderation
and restraint than through harsh
attacks or extremist rhetoric.

‘About Ourselves’, explained the
reasons and the policy of the
paper. Dyal Singh wrote: “The
projectors and conductors of The
Tribune have no pet theories to =
maintain, nor any personal
interests to serve through the
medium of this journal. They
profess simply to act for the
public weal and they are
conscious that the public weal is more advanced by the
charity and moderation than by rancour and hard words.
Our appearance in the field of journalism is to meet a
crying want of this part of India namely, an English
journal for representation of native opinion... The aim of
The Tribune will be, as its name imports, fairly and
temperately to advocate the cause of masses. In this
column we shall seek to represent the public opinion of
India, specially of upper India."

The main objective of The Tribune in the vision of the
founder was to act as the people's mouthpiece and be the
voice of the voiceless.Dyal Singh was aware that the
Indian society is multi-religious religious in character.
Therefore, for the cause of social harmony, national
unity and progress, he underlined secularism as a
fundamental principle. The first editorial took an
impartial stance on religious matters: “In religious
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matters, we shall maintain a strictly neutral
position.”This vision of the founder is relevant today,
when communal ideologies are demolishing the basic
structure of society. Religion is being used to mobilise
mass hysteria against minorities and generate vote
banks to win elections.

At the time the paper was founded, more people in Punjab
were educated in the Urdu and Persian languages.
According to the Public Service Commission Report
(1886-1887), there were 16,939 English-educated

aligns public health with environmental
responsibility.

Yet, the SC ruling’s impact will depend on
execution. Many states already run pad
distribution schemes, but coverage is uneven
and quality inconsistent. Budgetary
allocations, supply-chain reliability and
monitoring mechanisms will determine
whether the directive translates into real
change. Teacher sensitisation, counsellor
support and curriculum integration are equally
vital to dismantle taboos and ensure girls are
not shamed for a biological reality. Menstrual
health also extends beyond schools. Migrant
workers, homeless women and those in
institutions and public places remain
vulnerable. The judgment opens the door to a
broader policy framework, across all life
stages. The task is to ensure that the promise on
this everyday reality of women is delivered

with dignity.

Indians in Madras, 3,200 in Bengal and only 1,944 in
Punjab. Publishing The Tribune newspaper in English
was, thus, a truly courageous act.

Punjab University, Lahore, was established in 1882 due to

the tireless efforts of Dyal Singh Majithia. He

envisioned that it should be like the universities in

Calcutta, Madras, Bombay and London. To promote this

vision, he launched a movement, publishing nearly two
dozen articles in The Tribune. As a
result of his relentless dedication,
English was adopted as the medium
of instruction, which he viewed as
being a crucial key to societal and
national development.

After the Partition, the newspaper
moved from Lahore to Shimla, then
to Ambala and, finally, to
Chandigarh.

On August 15, 1978, on the occasion of
Independence Day, the Dainik
Tribune (in Hindi) and Punjabi
Tribune (in Punjabi) editions were
launched. All three editions of The
Tribune are published by The Tribune
Trust.

The Tribune hs achieved significant
growth by prioritising the

representation of indigenous public opinion over
commercial profits. As a leading newspaper of north
India, it publishes editorials and articles with a focus on
public welfare issues. Its core ideals include advocating
for the rights of marginalised groups, women's rights,
gender equality, secularism and unity in diversity. These
ideals are reflected across its English, Hindi and Punjabi
publications. Indeed, all three editions of The Tribune
are a valuable legacy of Dyal Singh Majithia.
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After Budget and India-US
trade deal, all eyes on RBI’s
repo rate decision

New Delhi.(Agency)

After the Union Budget 2026 and the historic India-US
trade deal, all eyes are now on the three-day Reserve
Bank of India’s (RBI) Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) meeting that begins from Wednesday, with
the key repo rate decision on Friday.

Economists believe RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra-
led MPC is likely to pause any further policy rate cut.
The Central Bank is rather set to undertake direct
measures to tackle liquidity, bond stability and
currency-related risks. The RBI has already lowered
the repo rate by 125 basis points since February 2025
to 5.25 per cent. With inflation likely to move higher
(even in the new base year series to be published
starting February 12, there is little reason for moving
in with further cuts, said analysts.

“With the current repo rate at 5.25 per cent, and with
inflation anticipated at around 4 per cent (will wait to
see if the new series changes the inflation view), the
current real rate of 125 bps seems reasonable,”
according to anote by Yes Bank.

The RBI should stay on a pause and keep stance at
“neutral” and retain its fire power in the event of any
growth slump, it added.“We expect bond purchases
to continue this quarter and in April-June 2026. With
the FY27 Budget outlining a record high of
borrowings, the central bank might prefer to be agile
and nimble its money market related operations and
keep borrowing costs in check,” according to
Radhika Rao, Executive Director and Senior
Economist at DBS Bank.The RBI recently
announced a series of liquidity-enhancing measures
that will pump in more than Rs 2 lakh crore into the
banking system to ease liquidity pressure. The
Central Bank said it will use a combination of open
market bond purchases, a foreign exchange swap,
and a variable rate repo operation to ease liquidity
conditions in the financial system.

Rupee dips after India-US
trade rally; falls 22 paise to
90.54/USD

MUMBALI.(Agency)

The rupee depreciated 22 paise to 90.54 against the US
dollar in early trade on Wednesday, following a sharp
rally after India and the US agreed to a trade deal on
suspected dollar buying by corporates and importers.

Forex traders said despite the positive sentiment post
the India-US trade deal, caution still remains as there
isno signed or officially released trade agreement yet
-no framework text or final documentation.

At the interbank foreign exchange market, the rupee
opened at 90.35 against the US dollar, then lost
ground and fell to 90.54, registering a loss of 22 paise
over its previous close.On Tuesday, the Indian rupee
emerged as the best-performing Asian currency,
registering a record gain of 117 paise or 1.28 per cent
in a single trading session to settle at 90.32 against the
US dollar, after India and the US agreed to a trade
deal."After Tuesday's good news the rupee was back
to its own self of weakening as RBI bought dollars
towards the end to take the dollar up to 90.2650," said
Anil Kumar Bhansali Head of Treasury and
Executive Director Finrex Treasury Advisors LLP.

Forex traders said investors are trading with caution as
the India-US trade deal still awaits formalisation.

"Any sustained turnaround in FII flows will depend on
greater clarity around the final structure and
commitments within the deal," CR Forex Advisors
MD Amit Pabari said.President Trump stated that
India will end purchases of Russian crude over an
undefined timeline, while increasing imports of US
energy, including oil and coal, and potentially
Venezuelan crude with US approval.

"Moving away from discounted Russian oil could
prove challenging for India, given its long-standing
commercial and strategic ties with Moscow, and may
have implications for India's energy costs and
external balance," Pabari added.Meanwhile, the
dollar index, which gauges the greenback's strength
against a basket of six currencies, was trading 0.02
percentlowerat97.41.

HAL Shares Tank 8% As
L&T, Bharat Forge Enter
Race To Build Fighter Jets

New Delhi.(Agency)

Shares of defence major Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd
fell as much as 8.3% to hit an intraday low of Rs
4,100 on the BSE on Wednesday after Larsen &
Toubro, Bharat Forge, and Tata Advanced Systems,
were shortlisted to manufacture next generation
fighter jets, with the state-owned firm missing out on
the list. On the flipside, L&T and Bharat Forge were
trading over a percent higher.

The final winner under the Advanced Multirole
Combat Aircraft (AMCA) programme is expected to
be selected within the next three months, after the
shortlisted companies submit detailed commercial
proposals for manufacturing prototypes of the next-
generation fighter jets, was earlier reported.The
shortlisting was carried out based on parameters
such as technical expertise, manufacturing
capability, order book position and financial
strength. Bidders were required to demonstrate their
ability to absorb the AMCA design, along with
adequate experience in development, engineering,
manufacturing, integration and testing. One of the
eligibility criteria also discouraged companies with a
large outstanding order book.As per the current plan,
the selected company will partner with the
Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) to build
five AMCA prototypes. The defence ministry has
earmarked an indicative budget of Rs 15,000 crore
for the prototype development phase. The eventual
production order, however, is expected to be several
times larger once the aircraft is successfully
developed and inducted by the Indian Air Force.The
AMCA programme is widely regarded as India’s
largest-ever military research and development
initiative. The fifth-generation fighter jet is expected
to form the backbone of the country’s air combat
capability from the mid-2030s. An initial batch of
120 aircraftis likely to be ordered.

How buying gold on an app is
pushing real gold prices higher

It is not just safe haven demand or
industrial demand alone driving
gold and silver prices higher. A
quiet shift in how people buy gold
and silver is changing real-world
supply and prices.

—_—
New Delhi.(Agency)

Gold and silver have been in a strong purple

patch since 2025, and one of the less
obvious reasons sits quietly on people’s
phones. As more investors buy gold and
silver through apps, ETFs and digital
platforms, the demand for actual physical
metal has risen, helping push prices

Bolt through 2025, they would have
finished well ahead, with silver clocking
inrecord time.

GOLD AND SILVER PRICES REMAIN

STRONGInternational gold prices
climbed more than 2% on Wednesday,
building on their best single-day rise
since 2008 in the previous session.
Market action shows how firmly prices
have rebounded after recent dips.Aamir
Makda, Commodity and Currency
Analyst at Choice Broking, said gold and
silver have both recovered sharply from
their recent lows.“Gold price has
rebounded significantly from the bottom
of 137,000 by about 12% in recent
sessions and is currently trading near
153,000. On the other side, silver price is
trading at 269,000 after hitting the dip of
225,805 in the previous session,” he said.

higher in the real world.Much like Virat Makda said gold has pulled back from key

Kohli’s remarkable IPL 2016 season,
when runs kept, gold and silver have
stayed in form with only minor setbacks.
Silver has seen a correction early in 2026,
but the overall trend remained intact.In
fact, if gold and silver had raced Usain

retracement levels and is approaching
important resistance zones. “Immediate
resistance would be at 154,215. A
breakout of this level will boost the
upside momentum in gold price and the
next resistance would be in the range of

160,000 to 167,000,” he said.On silver,
he said prices have moved above major
levels and a breakout could open further
upside. He expects a “moderately bullish
trend in gold and silver this week”.
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DRIVING PRICES HIGHER?

While safe-haven buying and industrial

demand still matter, they no longer
explain the full picture. Abhishek Kumar,
Sebi RIA and Founder of Sahaj Money,
said the structure of demand has changed.

“This rally has sustained due to global

investment inflows in the past year. While

initial interest was driven primarily by
safe-haven demand, the massive surge in
digital platforms and ETF assets under
management has significantly amplified
the upward momentum,” Kumar said.

IS SAFE HAVEN BUYING ONLY Headded thatindustrial demand, especially

for silver from green energy and Al-
related sectors, provides a base, but
investor flows are now the main driver.

“Industrial demand is a critical floor for
silver, but the rapid influx of retail and
institutional capital through liquid
digital channels is now a primary
catalyst,” he said.\

HOW DIGITAL BUYING OF GOLD,
SILVER PUSHES PRICES
HIGHER?

One of the key reasons app-based buying
matters is that most regulated gold and

silver ETFs are backed by physical metal.
Kumar explained that digital buying is
not just a paper transaction.Most
regulated gold and silver ETFs are
backed by physical gold and silver, which
means the fund manager must purchase
and store actual metal in a secure vault for
every new share issued,” he said.

Al panic sinks global tech stocks: Should
Indian IT employees be worried

New Delhi.(Agency)

If you are trying to figure out why India’s
top IT stocks are suddenly falling
together, the answer lies thousands of
miles away in the United States, where
an overnight wave of Al panic slammed
global tech markets and sent

announcement hit US markets,
investors quickly sold software and
outsourcing stocks. Infosys and
Wipro’s American Depositary Receipts
(ADRs), which are shares traded in the
US, fell sharply. By the time Indian

shockwaves straight into India’s IT =

sector.Shares of domestic IT giants
Infosys, TCS, LTIM, HCLTech and
Tech Mahindra were down between
5% and 8% in morning trade. Wipro
slipped nearly 5%. The Nifty IT index
crashed nearly 7%.The trouble began
when Anthropic, one of the fastest-

growing Al companies in the world, =

released a new set of enterprise Al tools
designed to handle work that global
firms often outsource to Indian IT
companies. These tools claim to take
over document reviews, compliance
checks, back-office processing, and
data-heavy operations work.These are
exactly the kind of high-volume tasks
that keep thousands of IT professionals
busy every day.Once the

markets opened, the mood was already
set and the selling pressure intensified.

ARE IT JOBS AT RISK AMID Al
BOOM?

This hit the Indian IT sector at a time
when it was already in a delicate
position. Deal ramp-ups have been
slow. Clients in the US and Europe

have been cautious with new spending.

Several large deals announced last year

are still stuck in transition. Valuations

were stretched, demand signals were

weak and one sharp global trigger was

enough to push stocks lower.But
behind the market chaos
sits a much more
immediate concern. What
happens to jobs in the
sector?

The anxiety is not
unfounded. TCS has
already reduced over
30,000 roles in the last six
months to manage costs
and realign itself for an
Al-heavy future. Amazon
is cutting thousands of

corporate jobs worldwide. Meta is
trimming staff in its Reality Labs
division.Global tech companies are
learning to operate with smaller teams
as automation improves. The fear is
that Indian IT firms will eventually
follow the same path.

Musk's net worth soars past $800
billion after SpaceX-xAl deal

—
Musk's net worth reached
roughly $852 hillion, almost
$578 billion higher than the
world’s second-wealthiest
person, Google co-founder Larry
Page, whose net worth is

estimated at $281 billion.
—_—

New Dcy)

US entrepreneur Elon Musk’s net worth
surged past the $800 billion mark after
SpaceX acquired his artificial-
intelligence firm xAlI, making him the
richest person in history by a wide
margin.

Musk's net worth reached roughly $852

billion, almost $578 billion higher than
the world’s second-wealthiest person,
Google co-founder Larry Page, whose
net worth is estimated at $281
billion.The merger took the combined
value of the company to $1.25 trillion
and added about $84 billion to Musk’s
fortune, according to reports.Before
the merger, Musk owned about 42 per
cent of SpaceX which was valued at
$800 billion and roughly 49 per cent of
xAl, which was valued at $250 billion
after a recent private fundraising
round. Post-merger, Musk’s stake in
the combined entity touched 43 per
cent, worth about $542 billion and
SpaceX became Musk’s largest holding
by a wide margin, the reports said.

Musk also retains about 12 per cent of
Tesla, valued at approximately $178
billion, along with Tesla stock options,
estimated at $124 billion. Further, in
addition to these, Musk also receives a

shareholder-approved Tesla pay
package up to $1 trillion in additional
Tesla stock, before taxes over the next
decade and the cost of unlocking
restricted share, if performance targets
are met.He crossed several wealth
milestones in the past four months such
as $500 billion, $600 billion and $700
billion, driven by SpaceX valuation
gains and a Delaware Supreme Court
ruling thatrestored his Tesla options.

Musk earlier said that SpaceX's Starship
will begin delivering the much more
powerful V3 Starlink satellites to orbit
in 2026, with each launch adding more
than 20 times the capacity to the
constellation as the current Falcon
launches of the V2 Starlink satellites.

It will enable launches “every hour
carrying 200 tons per flight” and
ultimately lifting millions of tons to
orbit and beyond, Musk has shared his
plan.

Deepinder Goyal calls ex-
employees back to Zomato,
says | want you back

New Delhi.(Agency)

Deepinder Goyal, founder and Vice Chairman of
Eternal (formerly Zomato), has made an open and
emotional call to former employees, inviting
them to return to the company. In a post on X,
Goyal said the company has evolved, learned
from its past, and is ready to welcome back people
who once called Zomato home.Goyal’s message
focused on growth, second chances, and
unfinished journeys. WANT YOU BACK”

Addressing those who left Zomato voluntarily or
were asked to move on, Goyal acknowledged that
the company may not have been the right place
for everyone at the time.I know that for many of
you, Zomato didn't have the environment, or the
leadership you needed at the time,” he said. At the
same time, he pointed out the emotional bond
many employees had with the company.

“But I know for sure, that you loved being at
Zomato, and it is quite possible that you never felt
like home anywhere else since you left.”

The message struck a personal tone, suggesting that
leaving the company did not erase the shared
history or the work done together.

ETERNAL TODAY: MORE ORGANISED, LESS
CHAOTIC

Goyal explained that Eternal, the parent group
housing multiple businesses, is very different
from what it was earlier. He admitted that the
company was chaotic in its early years but said
both the organisation and its leadership have
matured.“We are more organised, a little less
chaotic, and hopefully, I've learned a few things
along the way too,” he wrote.According to Goyal,
the company already has more than 400
employees who are currently in their second or
third stint with the group. Many of them, he said,
are now doing the best work of their
careers.“‘Maybe because they've grown, but also
because the company has grown,” he added.

There is so much to build at Eternal,” Goyal said,
stressing that the group needs people who
understand the company’s culture and standards.
“We need people who already know what good
looks like here, and who care enough to fight for
it.”"He added that former employees, who have
seen the company from the inside and then grown
elsewhere, are best placed to help shape its next
phase.A GROWING FAMILY OF
BUSINESSESEternal today is not just about food
delivery. Goyal described it as a family of
companies, each working on different but
connected problems.

Why Anthropic's new Al tools rattled Wall
Street's tech giants, hit Indian IT stocks

The slide in IT stocks is not
just about prices. It reflects
the new uncertainty Al
brings to global tech.
Knowing what sparked it
helps decode what lies
ahead for the sector.

New Delhi.(Agency)

If you checked the stock markets this

morning and saw stocks of companies like
Infosys, Tata Consultancy Services,
HCLTech, Tech Mahindra and Wipro
tumbling together, it was clear something
serious had shaken the entire IT pack.

By 9.30 am, the big names were down

almost 6% and the mood across Dalal
Street felt like an early morning
shockwave. The trigger was not local. The
sell-off began on the other side of the
world while India slept.

PANIC ON WALL STREET
Late last night, the Nasdaq slipped sharply

as global investors reacted to a new set of

enterprise Al tools released by Anthropic.

triggered a fall. What arrived instead was a
global shock, and it landed directly on a
sector that depends heavily on overseas
demand.Investors reacted immediately.

These tools were not just another Al For a sector that earns most of its revenue

update.They were positioned to
handle work that multinational
companies typically outsource to
Indian IT service providers. Tasks like
document processing, compliance
checks, operational analysis and other
high-volume back office functions
suddenly looked more automated than
ever.The moment Anthropic’s
announcement landed, US investors
cut exposure to traditional IT services.
The sentiment hit the ADRs of Infosys
and Wipro almost instantly, and by the
time Indian markets opened, the selling
had already gathered momentum.

WHY DID INDIANIT STOCKS FALL?

Indian IT stocks were already trading at
stretched valuations. Deal ramp-ups were

discretionary tech spending in the US and

<
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from global clients, especially in the US,
any sign that AI might replace traditional
outsourcing creates fear. The fear may not
reflect immediate reality, but markets
always move ahead of fundamentals.

slow, global clients were cautious, and INVESTORS WORRIED ABOUT Al

BOOM

Europe was still weak.With so much The panic does not mean the Indian IT

nervousness already built into the system,
even a small negative cue could have

model is obsolete. It does mean investors
want to see how fast Indian firms can

adapt to thenew Al era.

Companies have been ramping up

investments in cloud, automation and Al

led services, but the market wants clarity

on whether these shifts are happening fast
enough to protect future revenue.

The irony is that this sector remains one
of India’s most globally competitive
industries. Indian IT firms have the
talent, scale and client relationships
needed to integrate Al into their
offerings. What they need now is a
clear narrative that reassures
investors that the next decade of
outsourcing will still have India at its
core.Volatility is here for a while.
Every new Al announcement from
global players will test market

nerves. Today’s fall was a reminder that
sentiment around tech is extremely fragile
and that Indian IT will remain highly
sensitive to global news flow.This story
matters because it marks a new phase in
how markets view technology. Al is no
longer a distant buzzword. It is
influencing stock prices, investor
decisions, and long-term sector
expectations inreal time.
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Delhi used only 14% of NCAP funds to fight air
pollution since 2019, lags far behind NCR cities

The disclusure came a day
after the Union Budget was

presented by Finance

Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman with an

allocation of Rs 1,091 crore

under the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and

Climate Change’s “Control
of Pollution” scheme for
2026-27.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Delhi has utilised only 14% of the funds so far —
Rs 14.1 crore of Rs 99.77 crore — released
under the National Clean Air Programme
(NCAP) since 2019 even as the neighbouring
cities in the National Capital Region (NCR),
such as Ghaziabad and Meerut, have spent more
than 80% of their funds. This city wise data was
provided by Union Minister of State for
Environment Kirti Vardhan Singh in a written
reply to the Lok Sabha on Monday. The
disclosure came a day afier the Union Budget
was presented by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman with an allocation of Rs 1,091 crore
under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change’s “Control of Pollution™
scheme for 2026-27.Notably, the budget
allocation under one scheme does not represent
the entirety of pollution-related funding in
Delhi-NCR, which is spread across multiple
programmes and institutions.

What is NCAP?

Launched in January 2019, the NCAP is the
Centre’s framework for improving air quality in

130 cities. It sets city-specific targets for
reducing particulate matter pollution, with an
overall goal of achieving up to a 40% reduction
in PM10 levels, or meeting national standards,
by 2025-26. The programme is not implemented
through a single funding source. Funds have
been released based on performance, with
large cities or the million-plus cities such as
Delhi receiving grants through the Finance
Commission, and smaller cities funded
directly by the Environment Ministry.

The programme also relies on coordination
across multiple ministries, with a
nationwide action plan linked to schemes
run by departments handling transport, |
energy, urban development, industry and
agriculture. According to Anumita
Roychowdhury, Executive Director, Centre
for Science and Environment, “A convergence
approach is needed... This means clearly
identifying and augmenting financial
allocations across multiple ministries.”
Meanwhile, the “Control of Pollution” scheme,
administered by the Environment Ministry

since 2018-19, is intended to support polluuon
control across air, water and noise. A
Parliamentary Standing Committee report
published last March shows that the Budget
Estimate for the 2025-26 financial year for the

4l

scheme was Rs 853.9 crore. NCAP is one of the
sub-components under this scheme. The
Parliamentary Committee previously flagged
serious concerns over the overall utilisation of
funds under the “Control of Pollution™ scheme.
In its report on the Environment Ministry’s
demands for grants, the panel noted that against

a Revised Estimate of Rs 858 crore for 2024-25,
actual expenditure up to January 31, 2025, was
only Rs 7.22 crore.

The Ministry said spending was held up because
formal approval to extend the scheme had not
been granted.

Other channels

Pollution-related funding in Delhi-NCR also
flows through other channels, such as the
Commission for Air Quality Management,
which has been allocated under the Union
Budget, Rs 35.26 crore for the year 2026-27,
largely for administrative and coordination
functions, and funds generated through court
and tribunal orders under the polluter pays
principle, such as environmental compensation
imposed by the National Green Tribunal,
Another distinct funding stream for air pollution
control in Delhi-NCR is the Environment
Protection Charge (EPC), which operates
separately from Union Budget allocations and
NCAP funding, and applies to diesel cars and
SUVs with engine capacity of 2,000 cc and
above sold or registered in Delhi and the NCR.

Minor accused of man’s murder in
Delhi, went unknowingly to police

New Delhi.(Agency)

A minor who allegedly killed a 39-year-old man several days
ago unknowingly walked into Mandir Marg police station
on Monday just as police had zeroed in on his face in
CCTYV footage. a senior officer said on Tuesday.

The 17-year-old had gone to report the theft of a mobile
phone. According to police, the minor had attacked the
deceased after he allegedly tried to force himself on the
minor. On Monday evening, Gulabi Bagh police received
information about a body at the Railway Colony in Subzi
Mandi. The deceased was identified as Sandeep Kumar
Malviya, who had allegedly gone missing on January 25.
The body had injury marks on the face and neck, police
said. Sandeep’s family had come to know that he had
rented a room in Railway Colony that he would sometimes

visit. It is here that the body was found, police said.

Police found CCTYV footage of the deceased travelling in an
auto-rickshaw with a younger person. It appeared that the
two had met in Paharganj. The image of the younger
individual was shared with Mandir Marg police station.

Police were surprised to find the minor at the station itself.
He was apprehended, police said. “The |7-year old said
that the deceased had allegedly taken him to a room in
Railway Colony and asked him for sexual favours,”
Additional DCP (North), Sumit Jha said.

“The boy hit the deceased on the forehead with a gas cylinder
and slashed his neck with a broken piece of glass. He took
Rs 2,000, a credit card and mobile phone of the deceased,
locked the room, and escaped,” the officer said. According
to police, the minor withdrew Rs 4,000 from an ATM in
Ghaziabad, and bought a new mobile phone worth Rs
14.000.

Man faints on road in Outer Delhi,
dies after being left unattended

as passerby fries to rob him

New Delhi.(Agency)

A man who collapsed on a road in Outer Delhi’s
Ranhola area early Saturday died hours later, after
CCTV footage revealed that a passerby allegedly
attempted to steal from him instead of seeking help,
police said. The incident took place around 4 am in West
Delhi’s Vikas Nagar. According to police, the man fell
unconscious on the roadside and remained there
unattended for several hours.

Preliminary assessment of the CCTV footage suggests
that he may have suffered a medical emergency such as
a heart attack or seizure, though the exact cause of death
will be determined after the post-mortem examination,
police said.

Police said the identity of the deceased is yet to be
established. According to police, footage from nearby
cameras shows two men arriving at the spot on a scooter
soon after the man fell. One of them, seated at the rear,
got off and allegedly picked up the victim’s mobile
phone, police said.

Police said that he later returned and searched the
man’s pockets, but appeared to find nothing of value.
Moments later, the suspect seemed to notice a CCTV
camera in the vicinity, after which he hurriedly left the
scene along with the scooter driver, police said.

The unconscious man continued to lie on the road until
around 8 am, when local residents noticed him and
alerted the police. By the time authorities reached the
spot, he was found dead, police said. The body was sent
for post-mortem examination, and a case of theft has
been registered. “We are scanning CCTV footage from
the surrounding area and following other leads to
identify and apprehend the suspects.” a senior police
officer said. Further investigation is underway.

City gig workers protest as part of
nationwide stir, demand govt action

Protesting workers demanded urgent government intervention against what they described as
rampant exploitation by digital platform companies.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Women took lead in a protest organised
by the Gig and Platform Service
Workers® Union (GIPSWU) at Jantar
Mantar on Tuesday. __
Protesting workers [FE=#
demanded urgent
government intervention
against what they described
as rampant exploitation by [
digital platform companies. *

In Delhi, the workers ®
associated with platforms
such as Zomato, Swiggy,
Urban Company, Zepto,
Blinkit, Instamart, and
Amazon participated in the
protest. They demanded

measures and protection from arbitrary
algorithmic control. Following the

protest, a memorandum of demands
was submitted to the PM’s Office and to

the state chief ministers.

recognition of gig and platform GIPSWU president Seema Singh said

workers as workers under labour laws.
Their demands included enforcement of
minimum wages and social security

that when she raised complaints against
her work conditions, she was
threatened with legal notices. She said

that the union had been struggling for
over six years for the enactment of a
separate law for gig and platform
workers, asserting that exploitation
would not stop unless a
dedicated legislation was
enacted,
= Several women workers
narrated incidents of
harassment and
\‘2 insecurity.
" 4 Anjali, a gig worker, said
, she was assaulted by a
customer, but instead of
taking action, the
company blocked her 1D,
cutting offher livelihood.
Another worker Mamta
alleged that despite filing a complaint
of sexual harassment, no action was
taken by the platform, forcing her to
continue working under fear.

Citing Kafka, Delhi HC orders release of
former PBG man convicted of rape

New Delhi.(Agency)

Turning to The Metamorphosis by
Franz Katka, the Delhi High Court has
ordered early release of Harpreet Singh, a
former member of the President’s
Bodyguard who was sentenced to life
imprisonment, along with colleague
Satender Singh, for the gangrape of a
college student at the Buddha Jayanti
Park in the Capital in 2003.

Describing the Sentence Review
Board’s decision-making process as
*“fundamentally flawed”, Justice Neena
Bansal Krishna, in her order on January
30, observed that the convict, Harpreet

Singh, “has been trapped by the State in |

the frozen
criminality”,
The bench said the SRB’s decision to
not grant Harpreet early release in 2024
and its subsequent approval by the
Lieutenant Governor were “arbitrary,
irrational, and contrary to the record”,
Harpreet, represented by advocate
Sumer Boparai, had submitted that he isa

image of his past

reformed individual, who has been
placed on the commendation roll,
awarded certificates of recognition on at
least three occasions, participated in
various activities, and worked in a

diligent and disciplined manner while in
prison. Turning to Kafka, Justice Krishna

said, “Much like Gregor Samsa, the
Petitioner, has been trapped by the State
in the frozen image of his past criminality
~ viewed perpetually as the gigantic
insect of 2003, rather than the reformed
individual of 2025. The SRB, by

mechanically reiterating the heinousness
of the original offence, as a constant and
permanent bar to release, has refused to
acknowledge that the Petitioner has
successfully undergone a reverse
metamorphosis: shedding the propensity
for crime and earning his place back in
humanity, through 25 years of exemplary
conduct and discipline.”

“The Petitioner’s journey, from being a
public servant who fell into crime to a
prisoner who earned 21 years of clean
conduct and multiple commendations —
demonstrates that the reformative
objective of his sentence has been
fulfilled.”

“While Kafka’s protagonist was
ultimately destroyed by the alienation of
those who could not see past his shell, the
Constitution of India, anchored in the
Reformative Theory, forbids the State
from condemning a prisoner to such
eternal alienation, when the objective of
correction has been achieved,” the order
stated.

Delhi Cabinet nod to free LPG
cylinder scheme

New Delhi.(Agency)

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on Tuesday said that
the Delhi Cabinet has given approval to a scheme
under which free LPG cylinders will be provided to
beneficiaries on Holi and Diwali, adding that Rs 242
crore has been allocated for its implementation. The
scheme was among the key promises made by the
BJPahead of the 2025 Delhi Assembly elections.

Under the scheme households with valid ration
cards will receive an amount of Rs 853, the cost of an
LPG cylinder, in their bank accounts through Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) ahead of Holi, Gupta
explained. “Beneficiaries under the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) will be provided assistance
of Rs 553 per cylinder after adjusting the central
government’s subsidy of Rs 300 per cylinder,” she
added “1 want to congratulate my sisters and the
families. We made a promise of providing one free
LPG cylinder each on Holi and Diwali in our
(election) manifesto. Today, we passed that scheme
and sanctioned Rs 242 crore forit,” she said.

Stating that all households with ration cards will
be eligible for the scheme, if they are currently using
PNG pipelines, Gupta said: “The assistance will be
provided on two occasions — Holi and Diwali —
irrespective of whether the cylinder is refilled that
month ornot.”

The estimated annual expenditure on the scheme
will be around Rs 242.77 crore, and adjustments will
be based on changes in price of cylinders,
government subsidy, and number of beneficiaries,
said officials. “This scheme not only aims at
providing financial assistance, but also ensures
relief during the festive season. Under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and through the
PMUY, the Centre has provided clean fuel, better
health and respectable life to people. The Delhi
government’s scheme is an extension of the same
visionary thinking,” the CM said. Gupta also said
that the BJP government is fulfilling all its poll
promises in a phased manner.

Meanwhile, speaking about the party’s promise of
providing LPG cylinders to women from poor
families for for Rs 500, an official said: “For this, we
need an updated data of eligible candidates and set
an eligibility criteria...The work on this project is
underway...It will be soon implemented,” said
officials.

FIR in Jalandhar row: Kapil Mishra writes
to Speaker over breach of privilege

The Minister stated that the complaint filed by Igbal Singh and the subsequent actions taken by the Punjab Police

demonstrate disregard for the constitutional safeguard provided under Article 361A.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Delhi Cabinet Minister Kapil Mishra on
Tuesday submitted a written complaint to
Legislative
seeking
protection of legislative privilege in
connection with the registration of an FIR
by the Punjab Police on the Assembly
proceedings dated January 6. In his letter,
the Minister stated that the complaint filed
by Igbal Singh and the subsequent actions
taken by the Punjab Police, including the
registration of a criminal case,
demonstrate disregard for the
constitutional safeguard provided under

Speaker of the Delhi
Assembly, Vijender Gupta,

Article 361A.

He said that these actions amounted to a
serious breach of the privileges of the
House and constituted interference with
the functioning and authority of the

Legislature. The minister has requested the doctored video clip of the Assembly and thatallegations of deliberate doctoring

and refer it to the Committee of
Privileges for appropriate
examination and action.
Referring to events in the
House, the Minister recalled
that on January 6, the Delhi
Assembly had witnessed
disorder following alleged
objectionable and derogatory
remarks by Atishi, Leader of
Opposition, against Sikh Gurus,
leading to disruption of
proceedings.

He further stated that on
January 9, Chief Whip Abhay

Speaker to take cognisance of the matter proceedings onsocial media.

The minister cited a press release issued
Verma informed the House thatan FIR had - by the Commissioner of Police, Jalandhar, Member and amounts to an attempt to
been registered by the Jalandhar Police which stated that the video clip was browbeat and subdue him in the discharge
alleging that Mishra had uploaded a downloaded from his social media handle ofhis legislative duties.

were levelled against him. He said that the
registration of the FIR received
wide media coverage and that
copies of relevant news reports
were enclosed with his letter.

Mishra has maintained that the
video clip shared by him was a
faithful and accurate reproduction
of the proceedings of the Delhi
Legislative Assembly and was
therefore fully protected under
Article 361A.

He argued that the initiation of
criminal proceedings in connection
with such publication undermines
the privileges of an elected
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Jupan Ex-PM Shinzo Abe's
Killer Appeals Sentence

Japan. (Agency)
The gunman convicted of shooting dead former
Japanese prime minister Shinzo Abe in 2022 has
appealed his life sentence, his lawyer told AFP
Wednesday.Tetsuya Yamagami, 45, was found guilty
two weeks ago at the Nara District Court and jailed for
life for using a homemade gun to assassinate Abe
during an outdoor campaign event."Today, I filed the
motion to appeal," court-appointed defence counsel
Masaaki Furukawa told AFP.Furukawa said the move
was "an opportunity to correct the unjust lower-court
ruling". The lawyer declined to discuss Yamagami's
intentions regarding the appeal, including whether he
was seeking to fight the guilty verdict or reduce the
sentence.The trial will now move to the Osaka High
Court in the western commercial hub, Furukawa said,
adding it was not immediately clear when the appeal
will begin.Abe's shooting forced a reckoning in a
country with little experience of gun violence, and
ignited scrutiny of alleged ties between prominent
conservative lawmakers and a secretive sect, the

Unification Church.

Yamagami's case drew some public sympathy as his
defence team argued that the attack was triggered by
his mother's blind donations to the Church that
pushed his family into bankruptcy.Abe had spoken at
events organised by some of the Church's groups. The
sect supported his Liberal Democratic Party in
elections.

Khawaja Asif Explains Why
Pakistani Forces Are
"Handicapped” In
Balochistan

World. (Agency)

Khawaja Asif, the Defence Minister of Pakistan, has
admitted that the Pakistani security forces were
"handicapped" against Baloch rebels due to the sheer
size of Balochistan province as they battle a fresh
surge in militant violence. His remarks came days
after Baloch rebels launched simultaneous attacks
across multiple towns in the volatile province,
killing at least 80 security personnel and destroying
more than 30 government properties.

Addressing Pakistan's national assembly, Asif
described the geographical challenges faced by
troops in the country's largest yet least populated
province amid the serious security situation after
separatist forces launched coordinated attacks
across at least 12 locations, triggering one of the
deadliest security crises in recent years. Authorities
have said at least 177 insurgents were killed in
sweeping counter-terror operations across the
province.

What Khawaja Asif Said

"Balochistan constitutes over 40 per cent of Pakistan
geographically...To control it is much more difficult
than a populated city, and it needs the deployment of
massive forces. Our troops are deployed there and
are in action against them (terrorists), but they are
physically handicapped by guarding and patrolling
such a big area," he said. According to Pakistani
authorities, at least 33 civilians and 17 members of
the security forces were killed in the weekend
violence.

Nukes To Minerals: What
Juishankar, Rubio Discussed
After India-US Deal

Washington. (Agency)

Foreign Minister S Jaishankar, who is in Washington,
met US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and discussed
formalising bilateral cooperation on critical minerals
exploration, mining, and processing. According to
Jaishankar, several facets of the India-US strategic
partnership were covered during the discussions,
including trade, energy, nuclear, defence, critical
minerals and technology.In a post on X, the Foreign
Minister said that both leaders agreed on the early
meetings of various mechanisms to advance our
shared interests.

According to a statement issued by Principal Deputy
Spokesperson Tommy Pigott, Rubio and Jaishankar
welcomed the India-US trade deal reached between
President Donald Trump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi."The two leaders emphasised the
importance of our democracies working together to
unlock new economic opportunities and advance our
shared energy security goals," the statement said.

"Secretary Rubio and Minister Jaishankar concluded
their meeting by expressing their commitment to
expanding bilateral and multilateral cooperation
through the Quad. They acknowledged that a
prosperous Indo-Pacific region remains vital to
advancing our shared interests," the statement added.

The meeting between Jaishankar and Rubio comes a
day after Trump announced on Truth Social that India
and the US agreed to a trade deal, under which
Washington will bring down the reciprocal tariff on
Delhi from 25 to 18 per cent.Jaishankar is on a visit to
the United States from February 2 to 4 and will
participate in the Critical Minerals Ministerial
convened by Rubio on Wednesday.
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Jaishankar, Rubio welcome trade deal: discuss
energy, nuclear, defence, critical minerals

Jaishankar is on a visit to the United
States from February 2-4 and will
participate in the Critical Minerals
Ministerial being convened by Rubio.

CAIRO. (Agency)
NEW YORK/WASHINGTON: External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
"welcomed" the trade deal reached
between President Donald Trump and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and
discussed "formalising" bilateral
cooperation on critical minerals
exploration and mining during their
meeting in Washington DC on Tuesday.
Rubio held bilateral discussions with
Jaishankar at the State Department, ahead
of the inaugural Critical Minerals
Ministerial meeting being convened by the
US on Wednesday."Delighted to meet US
@SecRubio this afternoon. A wide ranging
conversation that covered our bilateral
cooperation agenda, regional and global

Prime Minister Modi.

our shared energy security goals."

exploration,

issues," Jaishankar posted on X after the
meeting."Facets of India-US Strategic
Partnership discussed included trade,
energy, nuclear, defence, critical minerals
and technology. Agreed on the early
meetings of various mechanisms to
advance our shared interests," he wrote. A
readout of the bilateral meeting provided
by State Department Principal Deputy
Spokesperson Tommy Pigott said that
Rubio and Jaishankar "welcomed the trade
deal reached between President Trump and
The two leaders
emphasised the importance of our
democracies working together to unlock
new economic opportunities and advance

Jaishankar to

Pigott further said that Rubio and Jaishankar
"discussed formalising bilateral
cooperation on critical minerals

mining and

processing."Rubio and Jaishankar

"concluded their meeting by expressing

their commitment to expanding bilateral

and multilateral cooperation through the

Quad. They acknowledged that a

prosperous Indo-Pacific region remains

India to end purchases of Russian oil, commit
$500bn mves’rmen’r in US: White House

NEW YORK/. (Agency)

The White House has hailed a new trade
agreement with India, stating that the
country has committed to no longer
purchasing Russian oil, while Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has also
agreed to investments worth USD
500 billion across key American
sectors.

The remarks were made by White
House Press Secretary Karoline
Leavitt on Tuesday.“The President
struck another great trade deal with
India. He spoke with Prime Minister
Modi directly. They share a very good
relationship,” Leavitt told reporters.

and agricultural sectors.

“So this is another great trade deal
thanks to President Trump,” she said.
Earlier, speaking to Fox News about the

India-US trade deal, Leavitt said the

“India is committed not only to no
longer purchasing Russian oil, but also
to buying oil from the United States,
and potentially from Venezuela as well.
This will have a direct benefit for the
United States and the American
people,” she said.Leavitt added that
Prime Minister Modi had also
committed to USD 500 billion in
investments in the United States,
including in transportation, energy

two leaders had a “great call” on
Monday, following which the ilateral
agreement was announced.“When it
comes to Prime Minister Modi, [ know
the President particularly enjoys their
relationship and has a deep respect for
the Prime Minister and for his country,
India,” she said.“They had a great call.
It was very productive, and they struck
a deal in which India agreed to stop
purchasing Russian oil and to buy

more American oil, and
potentially oil from Venezuela as
well.”

Leavitt added that Trump and his
national security team are “now
dictating” Venezuela’s oil
commerce and sales.“This
directly benefits the American
people. In addition, India has
agreed to invest more in the
United States following

President Trump’s call to action,” she

said.She further noted that India had

committed to USD 500 billion in
purchases of US energy, transportation
and agricultural products.Leavitt said
the US tariff on India would now stand
at 18 per cent, while American exports
to India would face zero tariffs, calling
it “a great deal and a huge win for

American workers, businesses and

consumers”.

The Trump administration had earlier

imposed tariffs of up to 50 per cent on
India, including a 25 per cent penalty
linked to New Delhi’s purchases of
Russian oil.

How Saif Gaddafi, Son Of Libya's Ex-
Dictator, Was Killed Inside His Home

World. (Agency)

Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, the most
prominent son of the late Libyan leader
Moammar Gaddafi, has been killed in
an attack carried out by four assailants,
according to Saudi-owned publication
Al Arabiya. The 53-year-old was
killed in the town of Zintan, 136
kilometres (85 miles) southwest of the
capital, Tripoli.Attackers shot Saif al-
Islam in the garden of his residence
before fleeing the scene on Tuesday
evening, a source close to the Gaddafi
family told the publication. Reports
claimed gunmen disabled security
cameras at Gaddafi's house and shot
him after a confrontation. He was
killed ataround 2:30 am (local time).

Details about the circumstances of the

incident that claimed his life have not
been fully disclosed, but one of Saif al-
Gaddafi's close associates described it
as an "assassination."Abdullah
Othman, who was a member of the
political team (2020-2021) and one of
Saif Gaddafi's political advisers,

"We belong to God, and to Him we Determined to rid Libya of its pariah

return. The mujahid Saif al-Islam
Gaddafi is in God's care," he
wrote.Saif al-Islam has remained a
prominent political figure since the
collapse of his father's rule in a NATO-
backed uprising in 2011.The Life and
Times of Saif al-Islam GaddafiSaif al-
Islam Gaddafi went from his notorious
father's heir apparent to a decade of
captivity and obscurity in a remote hill
town before launching a presidential
bid in Libya that helped derail an
attempted election. Despite holding no
official position, he was once seen as
the most powerful figure in the oil-rich
North African country after his
autocrat father, Moammar Gaddafi,
who ruled for more than four
decades.Saif al-Islam shaped policy
and mediated high-profile, sensitive
diplomatic missions. He led talks on
Libya abandoning its weapons of mass
destruction and negotiated
compensation for the families of those
killed in the bombing of Pan Am Flight
103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1988.

confirmed his death in a Facebook post.

status, Saif al-Islam engaged with the
West and championed himself as a
reformer, calling for a constitution and
respect for human rights. Educated at
the London School of Economics and a
fluent English speaker, he was once
seen by many governments as the
acceptable, Western-friendly face of
Libya.But when a rebellion broke out
against Gaddafi's long rule in 2011,
Saif al-Islam immediately chose
family and clan loyalties over his many
friendships to become an architect of a
brutal crackdown on rebels, whom he
called rats.Speaking to news agency
Reuters at the time of the revolt, he said,
"We fight here in Libya, we die here in
Libya."After rebels took over the
capital, Tripoli, Saif al-Islam tried to
flee to neighbouring Niger dressed as a
Bedouin tribesman. The Abu Bakr
Sadik Brigade militia captured him on
a desert road and flew him to the
western town of Zintan about one
month after his father was hunted
down and summarily shot dead.

vital to advancing our shared interests," the
readout said, referring to the four-nation
grouping of Australia, India, Japan and the
US.In an X post, Rubio said he met with
"discuss our bilateral

cooperation on critical minerals
exploration and work together to unlock
new economic opportunities between our
two countries. We also commended the
trade deal between the United States and
India."Jaishankar is on a visit to the United
States from February 2-4 and will
participate in the Critical Minerals
Ministerial being convened by Rubio.

During the visit, he will also hold meetings
with senior members of the US
administration, the Ministry of External
Affairs had said.The meeting between
Jaishankar and Rubio came a day after
Trump announced on Truth Social that
India and the US agreed to a trade deal
under which Washington will bring
down reciprocal tariff on Delhi from
25 to 18 per cent.At the inaugural
Critical Minerals Ministerial, the US
will welcome delegations to advance
collective efforts to strengthen and
diversify critical minerals supply
chains."This historic gathering will
create momentum for collaboration to
secure these critical components vital
to technological innovation, economic
strength, and national security," the
State Department has said.US Vice
President J D Vance, Rubio, Special
Assistant to the President of the United
States and Senior Director for Global
Supply Chains David Copley, and Under
Secretary of State for Economic Affairs
Jacob Helberg will deliver opening
remarks at the ministerial.

Envoy Signals New Momentum

China's Ambassador to India, Xu Feihong, used the

Culture, Trade, Trust': China

In India Ties

WASHINGTON. (Agency)

occasion of the Spring Festival and Chinese New Year
celebrations to underline what he called a "renewed
momentum" in India-China relations, blending
cultural reflections with concrete economic
milestones and diplomatic signals of a reset between
the two Asian neighbours.Speaking to a gathering of
Chinese and Indian guests, the envoy invoked
centuries-old civilisational links, drawing from his
recent visits to the Ajanta Caves and Ellora
Caves—UNESCO World Heritage sites known for
their Buddhist art and architecture—where he said he
could "see the historical exchanges and learning

between Chinese and Indian Buddhist cultures."

He spoke about his recent visits to Santiniketan, home
to Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore, and the
Chinese language and culture departments at Visva-
Bharati University in West Bengal. These visits,
Feihong said, reinforced his sense of the "enduring
cultural ties and spiritual resonance" between the two
countries.Drawing parallels between traditional
festivals and philosophies, the envoy noted how both
nations emphasise unity, harmony, and self-reliance at
the family and national levels. He suggested that
China's vision of global harmony and India's
aspirations for global leadership share common
ground in promoting multilateralism and the
development of the Global South.Feihong stressed
that Beijing views New Delhi as "a cooperation
partner and development opportunity," calling for
better alignment of development strategies and
deeper practical cooperation to "expand the pie of
future benefits." He emphasised strengthening
people-to-people exchanges, building "bridges of
friendship," and enhancing multilateral coordination.

A key highlight of his address was the economic data.
Feihong revealed that bilateral trade between India
and China touched a record US$155.6 billion in 2025,
marking over 12 per cent year-on-year growth. Indian
exports to China, he said, grew by 9.7 per cent,
showcasing what he described as the "vast potential"
of economic engagement between the two
economies.The ambassador also pointed to recent
steps to ease travel and exchanges. China has resumed
the pilgrimage for Indian devotees to Mount Kailash
and Lake Manasarovar in the Tibet Autonomous
Region. India, in turn, has resumed issuing tourist
visas to Chinese citizens, and direct flights between
the two countries have been restored—moves he said
would significantly boost people-to-people contacts.

Importantly, Feihong referred to the meeting between
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in Tianjin last August,
calling it a "successful meeting" that helped put
relations on a path of improvement. Since then, he
said.

Palestinians wait at border between Gaza and Egypt
as uncertainty clouds reopenlng of Rafah crossing

KHAN YOUNIS. (Agency)
Palestinians gathered on both sides of Gaza's
border with Egypt on Tuesday hoping to
pass through the Rafah crossing, after its
reopening the previous day was marred by
delays, interrogations and uncertainty over
who would be allowed to cross.On the
Egyptian side were Palestinians who fled
Gaza carlier in the Isracl-Hamas war to
seek medical treatment, according to
Egypt's state-run Al-Qahera News
television. On the Gaza side, Palestinians in
need of medical care that is unavailable in
Gaza gathered at a hospital before
ambulances moved toward Rafah, hoping
for word that they would be allowed to
cross the other way.The office of the North
Sinai governor confirmed Tuesday that an
unknown number of patients and their
companions had crossed from Gaza into
Egypt.The bus with about 40 Palestinians
that entered Gaza via Rafah on Tuesday
arrived at Nasser hospital in Khan Younis
early Wednesday morning, where their
families welcomed them after spending the

entire day waiting. Though hailed as a step
forward for the fragile ceasefire struck in
October, it took more than 10 hours for
only about a dozen returnees and a small
group of medical evacuees to cross in each
direction on the first day Rafah
reopened. Three women who crossed into
Gaza on Monday told The Associated
Press on Tuesday that Israeli troops
blindfolded and handcuffed them, then
interrogated and threatened them, holding
them for several hours before they were
released. The numbers permitted to cross
on Monday fell well short of the 50 people
that officials had said would be allowed
each way and barely began to address the
needs of tens of thousands of Palestinians
who are hoping to be evacuated for
treatment or to return home.The import of
humanitarian aid or goods through Rafah
remains prohibited."Not a solution to the
crisis'Evacuation efforts on Tuesday
morning converged around a Red Crescent
hospital in Khan Younis, where a World
Health Organization team arrived and a

vehicle carrying patients and their relatives
rolled in from another hospital. Then the
group of WHO vehicles and Palestinian
ambulances headed toward Rafah to await
crossing.As the sick, wounded and
displaced waited to cross in both
directions, health officials said the small
number allowed to exit so far paled beside
Gaza's tremendous needs. Two years of
fighting destroyed much of its medical
infrastructure and left hospitals struggling
to treat trauma injuries, amputations and

chronic conditions like cancer.In Gaza
City, Shifa Hospital director Mohamed
Abu Selmiya called the pace "crisis
management, not a solution to the crisis,"
imploring Israel to permit the importing
of medical supplies and equipment. He
wrote on Facebook: "Denying the
evacuation of patients and preventing the
entry of medicines is a death sentence for
them."U.N. and WHO officials said the
trickle of patients allowed out and
restrictions on bringing in desperately
needed supplies are prolonging a
disastrous situation in Gaza."Rafah must
function as a real humanitarian corridor so
we can have a surge in aid deliveries," said
Tom Fletcher, the U.N.'s top relief
official.Palestinian Red Crescent
spokesperson Raed al-Nims told AP that
only 16 patients with chronic conditions or
war wounds, accompanied by 40 relatives,
were brought from Khan Younis to the Gaza
side of Rafah on Tuesday — less than the 45
patients and wounded the Red Crescent was
told would be allowed.
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Boycott India, forget Super 8s:
Why rain is Pakistan's higgest

foe in Colombo

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Pakistan are set to boycott their group-stage
match against India in the T20 World Cup
2026, but the move could prove detrimental
to their own campaign. Pakistan, who are
scheduled to play all their matches in Sri
Lanka, might also have to contend with
unpredictable weather during the
tournament.The Saim Ayub-led side is set to
play four group-stage matches in Sri Lanka,
one of which they are already boycotting. Of
the remaining three matches, two are
expected to face possible rain interruptions,
which could seriously hurt their chances of
qualifying for the next round.Weather in
Colombo has historically been unpredictable
and, if even one of those two matches is
washed out, Pakistan could fall behind not
only in terms of points, but also Net Run Rate
as well.As per AccuWeather, Pakistan’s
opening game against the Netherlands could
see nearly a 64 per cent chance of rainfall,
largely during the second half of the match.
This could result in no play in the latter

stages, potentially leading to a washout.The
two matches that have zero per cent chance of
rainfall are the fixtures against USA and India
on February 10 and 15 respectively. Pakistan
lost to USA on the tricky Dallas in the
previous edition of the tournament, which
played a majorrole in their early exit.

The Pakistan government has already
announced its decision to boycott the
February 15 game against India. However, no
official written communication has yet been
submitted to the International Cricket
Council.Pakistan’s final group-stage match
against Namibia has a 25 per cent chance of
rain, meaning the game is expected to go
ahead with minimal disruption.Pakistan’s
biggest concern will be managing their Net
Run Rate in the remaining matches, given
their decision to boycott India. The
unpredictability of rain could make that task
significantly harderHow Badly Will
Pakistan's NRR be Affected.

Gautam Gambhir

ignores question on
Pakistan's T20 World
Cup boycott vs India

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

India head coach Gautam Gambhir avoided a
question on Pakistan’s boycott stance
against India ahead of the T20 World Cup
2026, choosing not to comment on the
sensitive issue. Gambhir was approached by
reporters at the airport while departing for
Mumbai, where the Indian team is set to play
its first warm-up fixture against South
Africa.The Indian coach first thanked the
media personnel for their best wishes for the
Indian team ahead of the tournament. When
asked about Pakistan’s refusal to play India
in the upcoming World Cup, Gambhir
ignored the question and continued walking
without offering a response.The Pakistan
government has granted its cricket team
permission to participate in the tournament,
but has denied approval for the side to take
the field against India. The decision has
triggered widespread debate, given the

) J'
/

"l
financial and sporting significance of an
India—Pakistan encounter at a global event.

The International Cricket Council (ICC) is yet
to receive official communication from the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) regarding the
alleged boycott. However, the governing
body has already warned of serious
implications should the fixture not go ahead
as scheduled.India, meanwhile, appear
focused on their on-field preparations. The
team will take on South Africa in a warm-up
match as they gear up for the tournament,
which begins on February 7. India and
Pakistan have been drawn in the same
group, alongside Namibia, the Netherlands
and the USA, with their highly anticipated
clash scheduled for February 15 in
Colombo.Ahead of the tournament, the two
sides will also feature in warm-up matches
on Wednesday, February 4, with India set to

face South Africa and Pakistan taking on
Ireland.

Can India defend T20 World Cup? MS Dhoni
gives his verdict on Suryakumar's team

MS Dhoni believes India are
primed for a historic T20 World
Cup title defence at home. The
former captain, however, warns
that dew and toss conditions
could still decide crunch matches.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India captain MS Dhoni has backed
India to make history at the T20 World Cup
2026, calling Suryakumar Yadav’s side the
most complete and dangerous team in the
tournament, while also flagging dew as the
one factor that could complicate matters.

Speaking at a public event, Dhoni said India

have everything in place for a first-ever
successful T20 World Cup title defence, but
stressed that managing conditions,
especially dew, will be key if they are to go
all the way.“It’s one of the most dangerous
teams,” Dhoni said when asked about India’s
chances of retaining the title. “You know,

Ll R

they would have already started batting or
bowling. But what all is needed in a good
team? Everything is there.”Dhoni pointed
out that experience and role clarity set this
Indian side apart, particularly in a format
where pressure situations arrive quickly and
repeatedly.“They have the experience.
Especially when it comes to this format, the
experience is vast. They have played under

pressure. Whoever is playing whatever roles
they are playing in the team, they have been
in that situation for a considerable period of
time,” he added.

‘What Dhoni warned India about in T20

World Cup

While Dhoni was careful not to jinx India’s

campaign, he admitted that external
conditions could still swing games in a short

Pakistan being unfair to own players with
T20 World Cup India boycott call: Kapil Dev

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Cup match?

Former India captain Kapil Dev has issued a Pakistan announced on Sunday that while
they will participate in the T20 World Cup, The ICC has already expressed concern over

strong warning to Pakistan over their
decision to boycott the group-stage clash
against India at the T20 World Cup
2026, stating that the move will
ultimately hurt Pakistan cricket more
than anyone else.

Kapil said Pakistan’s call to skip the g8
February 15 India match will damage
the country’s reputation and harm its
own players, especially youngsters
aspiring to play on the world stage.
Speaking to NDTV, the 1983 World
Cup-winning captain stressed that such
board-level decisions carry long-term [
consequences that players are forced to
bear.“If the decision was taken by the
players, they can come out and say so.
But when the board decides that you will
not play, the reputation of the country
comes down,” Kapil Dev said. “It is not
looking bright for Pakistan. You are killing
the generation. Pakistan have given us
fantastic talents over the years, but if you
don’t allow these boys to play the World
Cup, you are hurting the game and being
unfair to your own players.”

Can Pakistan boycott India T20 World

they will not take the field against India in

Colombo. The decision followed the ICC
rejecting Bangladesh’s request to move
their World Cup matches out of India citing
security concerns, after which Bangladesh
were replaced by Scotland in the : )
tournament. Kapil also pointed out that For Kapil Dev, however, the biggest loss

while the boycott may trigger emotional
reactions initially, the global cricket
audience will eventually move on, leaving
Pakistan isolated with the fallout.

“Emotions and spectators will be impacted,

political statement, Pakistan risk sidelining

but in the long run, no one will miss them.
People will move on,” he said.

Pakistan’s stance and urged the PCB to
reconsider, highlighting the potential
long-term damage to the sport. As per
tournament regulations, both teams
must be present at the toss to avoid a
walkover. Sources indicate India will
travel to Colombo as scheduled, with
captain Suryakumar Yadav expected
to attend the toss. If Pakistan captain
Salman Ali Agha fails to appear, India
could be awarded two points, though
further disciplinary action remains
uncertain.Beyond sporting
implications, the financial cost could
be significant. A walkover in the
India—Pakistan clash, the most
commercially valuable fixture in world
cricket, could reportedly result in
advertising losses of up to Rs 250 crore for
the host broadcaster.

would be unseen. In attempting to make a
their own cricketers and setting back a

generation that deserves exposure at
cricket’s biggest stage.

IND v SA, T20 World Cup warm-up:
Now or never for Sanju Sumson

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

India will take on South Africa in their only
warm-up match ahead of the T20 World
Cup 2026 in Navi Mumbai on Wednesday,
February 4.A warm-up for this Indian side?
Really?

After all, this is a team that just rolled through
a five-match T20I series against New
Zealand, stacked with match-winners and
brimming with confidence. So why the need

for one final dress rehearsal before they |

begin their title defence against the USA in
Mumbai on February Because even the
most ruthless winning machines have loose
screws. And India, for all their depth and
dominance, still have a couple of selection
calls to iron out before the real business
begins.Let’s start with the most
uncomfortable one: Sanju Samson.Once
again, the wicketkeeper-batter finds himself
in familiar territory — waiting, watching,

and fighting to hold on. His returns from the
T20I series against New Zealand did him
no favours: just 46 runs across five
matches, including three single-digit
scores. It is, unflatteringly, the lowest tally
by an Indian opener who featured in every
game of a five-match bilateral T20I

series. SAMSON VS ISHAN KISHAN

And the timing couldn’t be worse.
ecause Ishan Kishan has come charging in

from the outside lane. A late entrant into the
T20 World Cup squad, Kishan made sure
he didn’t arrive quietly. Against New
Zealand, he piled up 215 runs at an average
north of 50 and a staggering strike rate of
231.18, capping the series with a match-
winning hundred in Thiruvananthapuram
on Saturday, January 31.If Samson needed
breathing room, he didn’t get it.

His relationship with selection has long been

complicated. #JusticeForSamson has
trended often enough to feel like a recurring
calendar event. And you don’t need to

rewind too far to understand why.At last

year’s Asia Cup, India brought Shubman
Gill back into the T20I set-up and asked
Samson to shift to the middle order —
effectively.

tournament. What worries me? Again, I hate
dew. Dew changes a lot of things. So, even
when I was playing, something that really
scared me was dew. Where the toss becomes
crucial and all of that,” Dhoni said.
According to him, India’s strength lies in their
consistency across conditions, provided the
playing field remains reasonably balanced.
“If we are playing 10 matches with some of the
best teams, we will come out as winners
more often than not, if the conditions remain
neutral,” he noted.
Are India T20 World Cup favourites?
India’s recent record backs up Dhoni’s
confidence. Since lifting the T20 World Cup
in 2024, they have not lost a single bilateral
series or tournament. In this period, India
have won 32 matches and lost just five,
underlining their dominance in the shortest
format.Zooming out further, since August
2023, India have won 49 of their 63 T20Is,
losing only three. They currently sit atop the
ICC Men’s T201 Team Rankings and boast
the format’s top performers, with Abhishek
Sharma ranked No.l batter and Varun
Chakaravarthy the leading T20I bowler.
India enter the 2026 edition as both hosts and
defending champions, chasing something no
men’s team has achieved before.

Carabao Cup: Arsenal hoost
treble hopes as Chelsea win
books final spot

LONDON. (Agency)

Arsenal are quietly putting together a season that
could turn very special. On Tuesday night at the
Emirates, they did just enough to get past
Chelsea and book their place in the Carabao
Cup final, winning 1-0 on the night and 4-2 on
aggregate. No fireworks, no chaos — just
control, patience and a late moment that settled
everything. The win keeps Arsenal firmly in the
conversation for a treble, and even a possible
quadruple if they stay alive in the FA Cup too.
They are still competing on multiple fronts, and
this result ensures at least one trip to Wembley
is locked in. Chelsea made things awkward, but
they never really forced Arsenal out of their
comfort zone.Speaking after the match, Mikel
Arteta was satisfied with both the result and the
manner of it, while Chelsea head coach Liam
Rosenior pointed to progress despite another

defeat.We are so happy. [ think overall, over the
two games, we deserved to be through,” Arteta
said in his post-match press conference. “It was
a long match. We expected that. We wrapped it
up at the end in a beautiful way, with Kai
scoring the goal in the manner that he did and
the reaction from the crowd.”The match itself
followed a familiar pattern. Arsenal were
happy to keep the ball, manage the tempo and
wait for Chelsea to make mistakes. Chelsea, to
their credit, stayed organised and competitive
but struggled to turn possession into clear
chances. Kepa Arrizabalaga was rarely tested,
with Enzo Fernandez’s first-half effort from
distance the only moment that briefly asked a
question.The breakthrough finally arrived deep
into stoppage time. Declan Rice picked out Kai
Havertz with a cross, the substitute showed
composure to round Robert Sanchez, and the
empty net did the rest. It was a neat end to a tie
that Arsenal had largely controlled across both
legs.Rosenior, still early in his tenure, focused
on the positives. “I think everyone can see a
difference in our performances,” he said.
“That’s really pleasing. Obviously, losing the
game is not what we wanted. I’ve been in for
less than a month, we’ve had eight games.

Pakistan shouldn't play vs India, was 1CC
sleeping hefore Former cricketer

«Former Pakistan cricketer Kamran
Akmal supports PCB's decision to
boycott the India match in the T20

World Cup 2026, citing ICC's biased
approach. Pakistan's government

has denied permission to its cricket
team to play against India in the

fournament.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Former Pakistan cricketer Kamran Akmal has
slammed the International Cricket Council
(ICC) for its alleged biased behaviour
towards India and stated that the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) should not go back on
its decision to not play against them in the
T20 World Cup 2026. The Pakistan

government has allowed its cricket team to
take part in the World Cup but has denied
permission for the team to play against their
arch-rivals, India.

The two teams are scheduled to face off on
February 15 at the R Premadasa Stadium in
Colombo. The ICC has revealed that it is yet
to receive official confirmation of the
boycott decision from the PCB and has
warned that such a move could have serious
implications for Pakistan’s cricketing
landscape.Amid the stand-off between the
cricketing bodies, Kamran Akmal has
backed the PCB’s decision and questioned
the ICC on whether it had turned a blind eye
when India refused to travel to Pakistan in
the past.“PCB should not back down. The
ICC has told the Pakistan Cricket Board to
reconsider its stance of boycotting the India
game. Was the ICC sleeping when the Asia
Cup was played under the hybrid model?
Was the ICC sleeping when India said it
would not play the Champions Trophy in
Pakistan and would only play at a neutral

venue?” Akmal said on the Game Plan
show.“How many times has Pakistan played
in India despite the heightened tensions
between the two countries? I have gone

myself. The ICC should have thought about
these things three years ago. The two
countries have not played a bilateral series
for years now. Wasn’t that also politics?”
Akmal added.The former wicketkeeper-
batter also referred to the controversial
events involving the two teams during the
Asia Cup 2025, claiming that India

disrespected Pakistan during the tournament.
No IND vs PAK fixture to cost massive losses
“Shouldn’t the ICC have thought of ending the
politics then? The PCB’s decision should
be respected in the same way that we
respected India’s decision to play in a
hybrid model. Things had reached extreme
levels. During the Asia Cup, they refused
to shake hands with our players and then
refused to accept the trophy. They
disrespected us,” he said.India reportedly
refused to shake hands with the Pakistan
team throughout the Asia Cup 2025.
Furthermore, India captain Suryakumar
Yadav declined to receive the winner’s
trophy from PCB Chairman and Asian
Cricket Council (ACC) President Mohsin
Naqvi.The PCB chief remained adamant
about handing over the trophy and eventually
left the stadium with it after it was not
accepted by the Indian team. Meanwhile, the
absence of an India vs Pakistan fixture could
result in losses amounting to nearly USD 250
million for all stakeholders involved.
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In Talks For Ka

budget franchises is nothing new, but the

latest buzz around Kalki 2898 AD has
clearly struck a chord with fans. With
anticipation for the sequel building, fresh rumour
suggests a key role may see a new face, even as
the makers remain tight-lipped. Sources close to
the film have now confirmed to Hindustan Times
that Sai Pallavi is being considered for an

: ; peculation around casting changes in big-

important part in the sequel, following Deepika
Padukone’s exit from the project. While nothing
has been officially announced, the development
has renewed interest in what lies ahead for the
ambitious sci-fi universe created by director Nag
Ashwin.

A representative associated with the film told HT
that discussions are still at a preliminary stage.
“Nothing has been finalised yet. But yes, the
makers are looking at Sai to play SUM-80 after

By

Sai Pallavi #

ki 2 After Deepika Padukone ®
Exit, CONFIRM Makers: 'She’ll Be Perfect’

\ Amruta
Chanvilkar

Thinks Actors Get Good Roles Only
When They ‘Produce Or Direct’

mruta Khanvilkar got real about the casting process in the industry,
highlighting how dramatically it has changed since she started out
nearly two decades ago. According to the actress, who was most
tly seen in Netflix’s series Taskaree: The Smuggler’s Web, factors
ch as social media popularity and follower counts greatly influence who
ould and should not be featured in a project. But she isn’t too concerned
sout her online presence and doesn’t let it affect her.“Casting is not in an
;tor’s hands," she told Hindustan Times. She shared that casting an actor
olely based on followers “does not make sense". Amruta asked, “How
would one know if they losta role because the other person has more social
media followers?" The 41-year-old mentioned that the only way to have
mplete authority is to either direct or produce the specific project.
ruta explained, “If an actor wants complete control, the only way is to
roduce or direct. Otherwise, all you can do is focus on your craft and stay
ithentic.”

aruta Khanvilkar Calls The Industry “Unpredictable”

She further shared that she had now learned not to dwell on missed

- opportunities. Calling

*the industry

unpredictable, she said,

“If I lost a role, it was

never meant to be. You

win some, you lose

some. That’s the nature

of this industry." The

Raazi actress mentioned

that, as actors, they

should avoid being

“bothered" about why

they lost a role, because

they might never know

why makers make

certain casting decisions.

“Having said that, you y

can’t live with regret," /

she added. '

Amruta Khanvilkar
Discusses The Boon Of
OTT Platforms

Besides discussing
changes in the casting
process, Amruta also credited OTT platforms with transforming the
industry for actors like her. She said that streaming services have now
opened doors to a newer form of storytelling and more room to experiment
than traditional media. “*In long-format storytelling, especially, the writing
becomes crucial. The arc, the timeline, the way characters evolve over
seasons, all of that matters," she said.

She highlighted that makers are now more open to experimentation, not just
with content but also with casting. And one of her favourite things about
this transformation is the evolution of women-centric roles.Amruta
shared that she values working with filmmakers who avoid casting female
actors in typical roles. I love it when makers treat characters as
characters, not as genders. A woman can be nurturing and still be fierce.
She can be in her jeans and shirt and completely k—s, and that should feel
normal," she explained.

WA

Deepika’s exit. They think she’ll be a perfect fit
for the role," the source said.

At the same time, they dismissed reports claiming
that Sai Pallavi has already been signed on or that
filming is set to resume soon. “All these are just
rumours because nothing has been finalised yet.
Please wait for official confirmation."

Deepika Padukone’s exit from the sequel first
came to light in September 2025. Around the
same time, she also stepped away
from Spirit, directed by Sandeep
Reddy Vanga. Reports claimed
that she had shot for nearly 20
days for the Kalki sequel before
leaving due to a fee-related issue.
Neither Deepika nor the makers
have commented on these reports,

In the first film, Deepika played
SUM-80, also called Sumati, a
pregnant test subject in Project
and the prophesied mother of
Kalki. Her character was central
to the story. ' -

In the Telugu version, the rolejw!
dubbed by Sobhita Dhulipala. After escapin
from Supreme Yaskin’s lab, SUM-80%§
protected by Amitabh Bachchan’s characte
Ashwatthama. A

Produced by Vyjayanthi Movies, the sequel is
expected to continue exploring these storylines,
making the casting of SUM-80 a crucial
decision. With Sai Pallavi now reportedly in the
mix, fans are eager to see how the role may =
evolve, should the casting be confirmed. g FTY

Sonam Kapoor Wishes Waheeda Rehman
On H_er Birthday With A Sweet Post

s legendary actress Waheeda Rehman

celebrates her 88th birthday, celebrities have

been pouring in warm wishes through
heartfelt posts on social media. Sonam Kapoor also
joined in, taking to Instagram Stories to share a
special message for the iconic star. The actress posted
a solo picture of the veteran star, keeping the
message simple yet meaningful. Alongside the
photo, Sonam wrote, “Happy birthday Waheeda ji."
The post reflected Sonam’s admiration for the
timeless actress whose contribution to Indian cinema
continues to inspire generations.

Jackie Shroff also shared a video montage on
Instagram featuring pictures and clips of Waheeda
Rehman. The clip also included a snippet from the
iconic song Aaj Phir Jeene Ki Tamanna Hai from the
1965 classic Guide, which starred Dev Anand. In his
caption of the post, Jackie simply wrote, “Warm
wishes, Waheeda Rehman Happy Birthday."

Over a career spanning five decades, Waheeda
Rehman has appeared in more than 90 feature films.
Her contribution to cinema earned her several
accolades, including the National Film Award,
India’s civilian awards, the Padma Shri in 1972 and
the Padma Bhushan in 2011.

Sonam Kapoor’s Casual Day Out

Coming back to Sonam Kapoor, the actress has been
constantly making headlines for her pregnancy. She
is expecting her second child with her husband,
businessman Anand Ahuja. On Monday, Sonam
stepped out for a casual appearance where she even
interacted with the paparazzi outside a store.
Acknowledging the photographers, the actress was
striking some quick poses when one of them asked,
“Health kaesi hai aapki (How's your health)?

Smiling at him, the actress replied, “Sab theek hai
(Everything is fine), thank you." Later, Sonam also
obliged some fans’ requests, posing for a selfie one
ofthem.

Sonam Kapoor’s Second Pregnancy

Sonam announced her second pregnancy last year in
November by sharing a post on Instagram. Sharing a
series of pictures where she revealed her baby bump,
the actress simply wrote, “Mother," subtly
expressing her excitement.In the photos, she wore a
hot-pink pure wool suit featuring oversized padded
shoulders. The post confirmed her due date is Spring
2026.Sonam and Anand got married in May, 2018, in
a traditional ceremony. Four years after tying the
knot, the couple welcomed their first child, son
Vayu, in August 2022.

Mahima Chaudhry’s Daughter

Arina Clicks Photos With Sidharth
Malhotra, Shanaya Kapoor

t was a night of glitz and glamour in Mumbai

on February 1, as captured in a recent post by

Mahima Chaudhry’s daughter, Arina. The star
kid attended a launch event with her mother,
which saw Bollywood’s biggest names in
attendance.Celebrities spotted at the event
included Salman Khan, Twinkle Khanna,
Akshay Kumar, Wamiqa Gabbi, Sidharth
Malhotra, Arjun Kapoor, Isha Koppikar, Diana
Penty, and Lulia Vantur. Also lighting up the red
carpet were Rohit Saraf, Mrunal Thakur,
Mahima Chaudhry, Rakul Preet Singh, Jackky
Bhagnani, and several others.

Now, Arina has shared exclusive glimpses and
special moments from the glamorous evening.
Taking to Instagram, she posted a carousel of
pictures featuring several celebrated Bollywood
personalities,

Arina was seen posing with Sidharth Malhotra in
one photo, while another showed her interacting
with Shanya Kapoor. As expected, social media
users bombarded the comments section of the
post with their sweetest reactions. The Internet
community also talked about Arina’s
resemblance to her mom.

“No doubt Arina is super cute." read a
comment.“So elegant, so poised—each one
shining in their own way. Beautiful energy,
beautiful moment," a fan wrote.Meanwhile, one
of them commented, “She can be a great model."

Salman Khan, Akshay Kumar, Aamir Khan
And Ajay Devgn Come Together For The
Cover

The highlight of the launch was the unveiling of
Variety India’s inaugural cover on February 1.
The cover features Akshay Kumar seated on a
couch, with Salman Khan, Aamir Khan, and
Ajay Devgn standing behind him.

Variety described the quartet as “Unshakable. The
superheroes that broke the rules of stardom," a
line that perfectly captures their decades-long
influence on the Hindi film industry.
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