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Touchstones: Lows
of higher education

The huge brouhaha that has exploded over the
recent Al event held in Delhi really shook up the
capital. First, there was utter chaos on the roads
leading up to Bharat Mandapam — the worst
traffic mess I have ever seen in Delhi. The rush of
delegates, visitors and the forever-roving crowd
of those who go to such places only to make reels
for posterity and their family, were just left to fend
for themselves on the first few days. Then came
the shameful episode of Galgotias University and
the Chinese robotic dog that a ‘Communications’
person from the university was unable to explain,
and last but not least, the demonstration by the
Youth Congress volunteers that brought the house
down (to say nothing of their clothes).

Enough masala to provide hours of tu-tu, main-
main TV debates, so let me not repeat all that. My
concern is with what we have made of the concept
of a university, or education in general. The first
modern Indian university was set up in 1858 in
Calcutta. Years later, Lord Curzon initiated
education reforms though he is now remembered
for all the wrong reasons — the partition of
Bengal, the loot from India and the precious
jewels and artefacts he took with him to England.
However, we often forget that he established the
Archaeological Survey of India (that predates the
Royal Architectural Society of England, by the
way) and ordered restoration of several historical
sites (including Akbar’s tomb at Sikandra
vandalised by a Jat ruler).

Calcutta was followed by universities in Madras
and Bombay and later, by Allahabad, Lucknow,
Delhi, to name a few. A special kind of
architecture (broadly Indo-Saracenic) with
towers, turrets, huge campuses with buildings
marked for science and humanities, impressive
libraries, senate halls with stained glass windows
and balconies, gardens, hostels for girls and boys
—all these follow a similar architecture.

From my memories of my alma mater in Allahabad,
I can recall wide verandahs where students
roamed to lofty tutorial and staff rooms.
Humanities were then the most popular courses
and entire generations of the civil service were
filled with alumni from Allahabad, also then
known as the Oxford of the East.

Similarly, Bombay became the hub of legal studies,
and its advocates, jurists and constitutional
experts (many Muslim and Parsi names) were
legends known for their distinguished careers.
Jinnah, Nanavati, Palkhiwala, Seervai, Tyabji are
some names that come readily to mind. I am not so
familiar with Madras but even Lucknow
university had a renowned centre for botany in the
years gone by. Medical education was provided
by some outstanding colleges that have largely
kept their reputations intact. Panjab University,
partitioned into two campuses in 1947, held its
own for decades.

The short point that I wish to make is that there was
a grand tradition of higher education funded and
run by the State. In addition, there were individual
institutions (such as the BHU, the AMU) where
generous donors and philanthropists created
impressive centres of higher learning. However, it
is with the establishment of the IITs that this
landscape changed radically. Gone were the
sprawling spaces with dreamy towers and turrets
and in their place came gleaming concrete and
glass buildings with state-of-the-art labs, as the
focus moved from the humanities to science and
engineering. Students who graduated from there
went abroad, earned huge salaries and never came
back.Our brightest and best started the brain drain
that is responsible for a dumbing down now
visible at every level of education. English-
medium education acquired an aspirational pull
and with the mushrooming of so-called convent
schools and English medium schools even in
villages, the local government-run schools
became passe.Something else also followed these
changes: a dialogue between science education
and the humanities was slowly lost. So, we had
brilliant scientists who never regarded history or
literature with respect, and on the other hand, our
historians.

The afterlife of the colonial image

Ultimately, the strength of typecasting lay in its refusal to offer definitive conclusions. Curator Sudeshna Guha deftly wove rare material,
rigorous scholarship and a sharply articulated vision, transforming a colonial archive into a space for critical reflection

One of my favourite mediums of visual expression is

photography. Photographs often reveal more than what
meets the eye; they contain layers of meaning that
unfold through careful reading. As colonisers, the
British were meticulous documenters. Photography
emerged as a “vital mode of data capture and
transmission” in the 19th century, particularly as
ethnographic surveys were developed by the Western
world from the 1830s onward to study the races, cultures
and perceived characteristics of the colonised and the
“other.”In February 2026, DAG presented a much-
needed re-examination of this vast colonial archive at
Bikaner House, New Delhi. Titled Typecasting:
Photographing the Peoples of India, 1855-1920, and
curated by historian Sudeshna Guha, the exhibition
brought together nearly 200 photographs produced over
65 years. It assembled albumen and silver-gelatin prints,
cartes-de-visite, cabinet cards, postcards, folios,
albums, and rare publications. At its centre were folios
from The People of India, the eight-volume series
compiled by John Forbes Watson and John William
Kaye between 1868 and 1875. The series was among the
most ambitious colonial attempts to catalogue the
subcontinent’s population.

The material revealed the geographic and social reach of

ethnographic photography. Lepcha and Bhutia
communities from the northeast, Afridis from the
northwest, and Todas from the Nilgiris appeared
alongside occupational and social categories such as
Parsis, merchants, barbers, coolies, snake charmers, and
dancing girls. The curatorial framework centred on a
critical interrogation of typology. Categories such as
caste, tribe, occupation, and community were shown to
be historically constructed rather than inherently fixed.
As photography became a key instrument of modern
anthropology, it lent these categories the authority of
visual evidence. At the same time, photographs were
presented as mutable objects whose meanings shift
across contexts, viewers, and historical moments. The
display emphasised ambiguity, interpretation and the
instability of photographic truth.The exhibition also
foregrounded the agency of the photographed subjects.
Through posture, dress, and self-presentation,
individuals participated in shaping their own visibility.
This reframed ethnographic photography as a space of
negotiation rather than a purely extractive colonial gaze.
Photographs by Benjamin Simpson and Charles
Shepherd showed how communities were fixed within
administrative and military frameworks, including the
labelling of certain groups as “criminal” or as “martial
races.” In contrast, Samuel Bourne’s documentation of a

Toda settlement in the Nilgiris revealed how
ethnographic photography functioned within networks
of colonial administration, missionary activity and early
anthropological research.

The images also demonstrated how textual framing

shaped interpretation. Portraits by Willoughby Wallace
Hooper revealed how notions of tribal authenticity were
constructed through controlled settings and symbolic
attributes. William Johnson’s widely circulated
photographs, accompanied by descriptive letterpress,
transformed individuals into representatives of social
categories. His portraits of urban elites, when contrasted
with labouring figures photographed by Edward
Taurines, reflected the visual hierarchies through which
colonial photography organised Indian society into
ordered categories of class, occupation, and
respectability.Samuel Bourne’s A Group of Kashmir
Females, Srinuggur arranged and aestheticised female
subjects within narratives of beauty and spectacle.
Photographs by GR Lambert & Co. depicting Indian
migrant families in Southeast Asia expanded the
geographic frame, revealing the imperial networks
through which Indian identities were documented and

Law over loot: SC enforces mining ban in Aravallis

circulated. The exhibition also examined the afterlives of
ethnographic imagery. Subjects such as nautch
performers, widely reproduced as “girls,” moved from
administrative and anthropological contexts into
commercial and voyeuristic circuits.

Presented as an India Art Fair parallel exhibition and part of

DAG?’s long-term effort to build one of the country’s
largest collections of early photography, typecasting
functioned as a project of archival recovery. By framing
the material through a critical lens, the exhibition invited
contemporary audiences to revisit colonial visual
archives and reflect on the enduring legacies of
classification that continue to shape social
perception.Ultimately, the strength of typecasting lay in
its refusal to offer definitive conclusions. Curator
Sudeshna Guha deftly wove rare material, rigorous
scholarship and a sharply articulated vision,
transforming a colonial archive into a space for critical
reflection. An elegant, richly illustrated catalogue edited
by Guha crowns the exhibition, with contributions from
Christopher Pinney, Ashish Anand, Ranu Roychoudhari,
Suryanandani Narain, and Omar Khan, extending its
intellectual resonance well beyond the gallery

The SC's blunt message underscores a deeper truth: environmental compliance cannot be negotiated district by district

THE Supreme Court has delivered a line that
should echo across every scarred ridge of the
Aravalli Hills: “We say ‘stop mining’ and you
stop.” It is a constitutional reminder that
environmental rule of law is not optional. For | = =
decades, the Aravallis — among the world’s | —
oldest mountain ranges — have been gouged by -~
illegal and quasi-legal mining. Despite repeated
bans and regulatory frameworks, extraction has
continued through loopholes, weak
enforcement and political complicity. The result
is visible from space: denuded hills, depleted £
aquifers and rising dust pollution choking parts
of Rajasthan and Haryana, with spillover
impacts onthe NCR.

Compounding this damage is the entrenched
mining mafia that has thrived in regulatory grey
zones, brazenly flouting court orders and
environmental norms. Operating with impunity
and often shielded by local patronage networks,
these cartels have turned ecological plunder into a parallel

economy, mocking both governance and judicial
authority. By maintaining its ban and seeking expert

inputs on whether mining can ever be
sustainably permitted in the region, the SC has
struck a necessary balance between caution and
consultation. But the burden of proof must lie
firmly on those who seek to mine, not on fragile

~ ecosystems struggling to survive.
~ The Aravallis function as a natural barrier against

desertification from the Thar, recharge
groundwater, moderate climate extremes and
support biodiversity. To reduce them to revenue
blocks is ecological myopia. Successive
administrations have failed to implement clear
court directives. If expert panels are constituted,
they must be independent, transparent and
science-driven, not a fig leaf for reopening
extraction. The SC’s blunt message underscores
a deeper truth: environmental compliance
cannot be negotiated district by district. The
executive must now decide whether it will listen
or once again look the other way while the hills

disappear.

Creating an enabling Al ecosystem 1s the big challenge for India

It's the right time to empower the youth with skill sets which will help them navigate the Al boom

The Delhi AI Impact Summit has established India as a
significant and aspiring Al power. New Delhi has been
able to articulate a normative vision of how Al should be
harnessed for the larger global good — and this is a lofty
vision. Our Edit and Op-Ed pages dissected the gains and
the learnings from the summit.The summit's most
consequential silence concerned labour, writes former
financial adviser IMF & World Bank Udaibir S Das in his
Op-Ed article India’s Al ambition faces structural limits.
Although its theme was ‘Welfare for all, Happiness of
all’, India's technology services workforce — roughly
5.8 million people — had no structured presence in the
summit's power forums.

The Al summit was part policy forum, part technology and
trade exposition but, ambitions must be tempered by
inescapable realities such as energy poverty and water
stress, writes former Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran in
his Edit article India’s Al road dotted with challenges. Al
depends upon immense data-crunching capacity which
comes from high-end Graphics Processing Units
(GPUs), he says. Compare the numbers: The US is
estimated to have 1.5 million GPUs in operation, China
has half a million GPUs, India has only 38,000.While
India seeks to play a significant role in the global Al
pursuit, it has a very modest capability and does not rank
among the top five Al-capable nations, writes C Uday
Bhaskar Director, Society for Policy Studies, in his Op-
Ed article India’s Al vision lofty, capability limited. Yes,
India is a major adopter of Al and the crowd surge at the
Delhi summit reflects the enthusiasm of the younger
Indian demography. Creating an ecosystem that is
enabling and empathetic to nurturing Al in the long term
will be the abiding Indian challenge.

In her Op-Ed Equipping kids to face AI’s brave new world,
senior financial journalist Sushma Ramachandran writes

that this is the right time to empower the youth and
schoolchildren with skill sets which will help them
navigate the Al boom. The nature of jobs will change as
the need for different types of skills emerges with new
technology. Investment in basic education must be
enhanced along with a significant upgrade of
infrastructure. Only then will it be possible for the next
generation to deal effectively with the problems and
perils of a future with Al, she writes.The spectacle
mounted by Indian Youth Congress activists at the Al
Impact Summit at Delhi’s Bharat Mandapam signified a
new low in the history of protests. The shirtless protest
proved to be beneficial for the BJP government at the
Centre. As the Congress made the protest a solo affair,

Rahul Gandhi could not escape accountability, says
senior journalist Radhika Ramaseshan in her Edit article
Congress scores another own goal. Rahul either
oversteps the unstated limits of a convincing counter-
campaign against the BJP or falters on facts due to a lack
of thorough homework or gets the theme, timing and
mode of protests wrong. In the IYC fiasco, the last factor
proved to be his undoing, she writes.

On the other end of the spectrum is another viewpoint
where former Planning Commission member Arun
Maira writes in his Edit piece A blueprint for all-round
growth that modern economies cannibalise human
society to feed economic growth. The Viksit Bharat goal
should be reset to make India a more inclusive society by

2047, for which he has given lasting solutions so that
India’s economy can become an engine of its own growth
— form more local, cooperative enterprises; denser local
economic webs composed of small enterprises, local
systems; solutions cooperatively developed by
communities; use capital frugally, among a few steps.
Formal, large-scale enterprises are not creating enough
good jobs even in developed countries, he argues.

The bust of Edwin Lutyens, the principal designer of

imperial New Delhi, was replaced with that of C
Rajagopalachari, the last Governor General of India,
inside Rashtrapati Bhavan. Can replacing the bust of
Lutyens with Rajaji transform the institutional ethos of
the space or merely alter the gallery of memory? asks
RJD MP Manoj Kumar Jha in his Op-Ed Cosmetic
changes won’t heal the nation. Decolonisation, if it is to
mean anything, cannot remain a ceremonial exercise
performed at roundabouts and renamed avenues. It must
travel inward into the grammar of governance and the
conscience of society, he feels. When citizens today
encounter an unresponsive bureaucracy or a coercive
policing system, they are often encountering the afterlife
of colonial rule, he writes.

The US has begun ‘major combat operations’ in Iran and

Israel has launched missile attacks against Iran. Does US
have any right to overthrow the Iranian regime and
dictate policy to it? asks ORF Distinguished Fellow
Manoj Joshi in his Op-Ed article India's Iran dilemma
deepens amid war talk. The developments highlight the
continuing Indian dilemma in relation to Iran. For India,
Iran is the closest and cheapest source of hydrocarbons. It
is also the landmass through which India had hoped to
develop multi-modal trade corridors to Afghanistan,
Central Asia and Europe and invested in developing a
portin Chabahar.
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Rupee slips past 91 as Iran
conflict drives oil higher,
equities lower

MUMBALI.(Agency)

The rupee weakened to its lowest level in a month on
Monday, breaching the 91 mark again, amid
escalating tensions in Iran that spurred a sell-off in
risk assets and pushed oil prices up by over 6%.
Domestic equities fell more than 1%, compounding
concerns for India, which imports roughly half of its
energy from the Middle East. The currency closed at
91.235, its weakest since early February.

Over the weekend, the US and Israel launched strikes
on Iran, targeting the country’s top leadership,
including Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
and senior military officials. In retaliation, Tehran
fired missiles at Gulf nations hosting US assets,
raising fears of a prolonged regional conflict that
could disrupt shipping and aviation.

Government bonds also came under pressure, with the
yield on the 10-year benchmark rising 3 basis points
to 6.6901%.Traders noted that the Reserve Bank of
India intervened as the rupee breached the 91 level,
offering support in the non-deliverable forwards
market, while foreign banks continued to sell spot
dollars.Brent crude futures jumped nearly 6%
during the day, hitting an intraday high of $82 per
barrel. Precious metals, however, saw more muted
gains: gold on the CME rose 2.5%, while silver
gained 1.5%. On the domestic front, April gold
futures traded 3.14% higher at Rs 1,67,198 per 10
grams, silver March futures rose 3.27% to Rs
2,84,000 per kg, and March crude on MCX surged
7.7% to Rs 6,564 per barrel.Higher oil prices present
a compounded risk on top of weak capital flows,
which have already been weighing on the rupee,”
said Dhiraj Nim, economist and forex strategist at
ANZ.

EPF interest rate cut coming?

(BT meet may decide 8.20%
rate for Fy26

New Delhi.(Agency)

A key decision on the EPF interest rate for 2025-26 is
expected soon, with speculation that the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) may slightly
trim the rate from the current 8.25 percent.eports
suggest the interest rate could be brought down to the
8.20 percent—8.25 percent range when the EPFO’s
Central Board of Trustees meets in early March to
review returns and financial sustainability. The
possible revision comes amid global market
volatility, weaker equity performance, and falling
bond yields — factors that influence EPFQO’s
investment income. Since the organisation invests
heavily in government securities and equities,
subdued returns may impact its ability to maintain
last year’s rate.Currently, EPF deposits earn 8.25
percent interest — the same rate approved for recent
years — and any change would mark only a marginal
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adjustment aimed at protecting the long-term
stability of the fund’s corpus rather than a sharp
reduction in benefits.While some trade unions are
pushing to keep the rate unchanged, the final call will
depend on EPFQO’s income-expenditure balance and
overall investment performance for the year.

For now, the decision remains under review, and the
official rate for FY26 will be announced after the
CBT meeting and subsequent approval from the
Finance Ministry.

Israel-Iran war: Airline
stocks in red as flight
disruption continues for 3rd
day

New Delhi.(Agency)

Global and Indian airlines cancelled and diverted
hundreds of flights for a third straight day on
Monday after the escalating US-Israel and Iran war
prompted widespread airspace closures across West
Asiaand the Gulf.

Airlines in the Asia Pacific (APAC) region posted
losses in early trading sessions. Interglobe Aviation
Ltd, that operates IndiGo, dipped 4.24 per
cent.Singapore Airlines tanked over 6 per cent in
early trading on Monday, while Japan’s ANA and
JAL each dropped over 4 per cent, while Australia’s
Qantas slipped over 4 per cent.Major transit centres,
including Dubai, Doha and Abu Dhabi, were shut for
extended periods, forcing carriers to suspend,
reroute or cancel routes to Tel Aviv, Dubai, Beirut,
Tehran, Riyadh and other regional destinations.

Indian carriers were also hit as IndiGo recorded the
highest number of cancellations among non-West
Asian carriers. At New Delhi airport, 410 flights
operated by Indian carriers were cancelled on
February 28, about 350 flights on March 1, and at
least 300 flights were expected to be impacted on
March 2, according to reports.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
earlier informed it was coordinating with airlines
and related agencies and had activated a Passenger
Assistance Control Room to assist stranded
travellers.Air India extended the suspension of all
flights to and from the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Israel and
Qatar until 11.59 pm on March 2. With Iranian and
Iraqi airspace closed, Air India said it was using
routes via Oman, southern Saudi Arabia and Egypt,
adding about 30-40 minutes of journey to Europe-
bound flights, raising operating costs.

WHY ARE GOLD AND

Gold jumps Rs 6,000, silver soars Rs 10,000:
How Iran—US tensions affect your money

New Delhi,.(Agency)

Gold and silver prices shot up sharply on

Monday as rising tensions between Iran
and the US unsettled global markets.
Investors rushed towards safe-haven
assets, pushing bullion prices
significantly higher on the Multi
Commodity Exchange (MCX).At
11:45am, MCX Gold was trading at Rs
1,67,601, up by Rs 5,497 or 3.39%, Silver
saw an even sharper move, climbing Rs
9,806 to trade at Rs 2,92,450, up
3.47%.The sudden spike reflects growing
nervousness across financial markets as
geopolitical risks intensify in the Middle
East.

SILVER
RISING?

Whenever there is fear or uncertainty in

global markets, investors tend to move
money into assets considered safer. Gold
has traditionally been seen as a store of
value during crises. Silver, though more
volatile, often follows gold’s

Middle East conflict: Sensex crashes 3% at open,

direction.Apart from geopolitical
concerns, inflation worries, steady
central bank buying and expectations of
easier US monetary policy have also
supported bullion prices.Jateen Trivedi,
VP Research Analyst — Commodity and
Currency at LKP Securities, said
volatility is likely to remain high.“Gold
and silver prices are set to remain highly
volatile with gap up on the opening
session tomorrow as the Middle East
conflict involving renewed US and
Israeli military action against Iran
continues to dominate global risk
sentiment. A sharp escalation in
hostilities, with coordinated strikes and
retaliatory moves fueling uncertainty and
diminishing hopes of a quick diplomatic
resolution. This elevated geopolitical risk
can drive investors toward traditional
safe-haven assets like gold and silver, and
widely expecting a gap-up opening for
bullion markets.”He added that as global
equities come under pressure, money
naturally shifts into precious metals,

which act as a hedge against uncertainty.
Rising crude oil prices, especially due to
fears of disruption through the Strait of
Hormuz, are also adding to risk-off

sentiment.However, he cautioned, “If
over the weekend there are diplomatic
developments or indications of de-
escalation, precious metals could see
profit-taking after an initial spike of
3-6%.”

KEYLEVELSTO WATCH

Market experts say gold is currently trading
within a defined range after correcting

from earlier record highs.Ponmudi
R, CEO of Enrich Money, explained
the current technical picture, “MCX
Gold futures are trading in the
1,65,000-1,70,000 range after
consolidating post the sharp
correction from all-time highs near
1,80,000-1,81,000. While price
currently in short-term
consolidation with a positive tilt,
holding firm above critical support
zones.”He pointed out that strong
buying interest has been seen in the Rs
1,58,000-Rs 1,62,000 zone. “A sustained
hold above this base, followed by a
breakout above 1,65,000, may revive
momentum toward 1,70,000-1,75,000,
preserving a bullish medium-term
perspective.”On silver, he said, “MCX
Silver futures are trading around
2,75,000-3,00,000 following gap up. The
long-term bullish framework remains
firmly intact, supported by favourable
global cues amid heightened geopolitical
tensions.”

Oil prices rise sharply in market
trading after attacks in Middle East

trims losses but still down by 1,000 points

At the open, the Sensex

tumbled as much as 3.4%

or 2,743.46 points to hit a

low of 78,543.73, while the

Indian equity market faced the brunt of

Sunil Bharti Mittal,

NSE Nifty dropped 519.4
points, or 2.06% to
24,659.25

— )
New Delhi.(Agency)

the ongoing conflict in West Asia

with the benchmark BSE Sensex

crashing more than 2, 700 points at

opening while NSE Nifty50 fell

nearly 520 points. The gap-down

opening was expected due to a full-
blown crisis in the Middle East after
US and Israeli forces targeted key
Iranian sites over the weekend.At the
open, the Sensex tumbled as much as
3.4% or 2,743.46 points to hit a low of
78,543.73, while the NSE Nifty
dropped 519.4 points, or 2.06% to
24,659.25. The Indian market also
trimmed losses and at 10.30 am,
Sensex was down about 1,000 points
and Nifty was down 300 points.The

conflict also had a severe impact on
the rupee which opened at 91.26
against the US dollar on Monday. It
settled at 90.98 a dollar on Friday. It
settled at 90.98 a dollar on Friday. The
fall in the Indian market mirrored the
global trend as Japan's Nikkei 225 and
South Korea's Kospi fell as much as 2-

barrel, its highest level since January
2025. The prices pared some gains as
session progressed. For India, this
spells trouble: soaring crude prices
heighten inflation risks, driving up
bond yields. Higher yields compress
equity multiples, prompting investors
to flee stocks. India imports 85-90% of
its energy needs, with about

60% sourced from the Gulf
4 region.

I “If Iran chooses to mine the
strait or use its stockpile of
short-range missiles against

L Biadadan

3% in early trade before trimming
some losses. Hong Kong and the
Chinese market also opened in the
red.The attacks from both sides have
intensified geopolitical risks in West
Asia and triggered immediate
repercussions for global energy
markets. The attacks have heightened
fears of a Strait of Hormuz closure, a
vital chokepoint through which nearly
20% o global crude oil flows daily.In
early traded, Brent crude futures
jumped 13% to trade above $82 a

tanker traffic, oil prices could
spike above $100 per barrel. A
prolonged closure of the strait,
analysts warn, could tip the
global turmoil further,” said
Tanvi Kanchan, Associate
Director, Anand Rathi Share
and Stock Brokers Limited.Kanchan
added, “Strong macroeconomic
fundamentals provide long-term
confidence and reinforce the case for
India as a structural investment
destination. However, the Iran conflict
will cause short-term volatility. The
market had already priced in much of
the expectation of strong Q3 GDP
data, and with a geopolitical shock of
this magnitude hitting simultaneously,
sentiment is likely to be driven by fear
and oil prices.

Sunil Bharti Mittal conferred Lifetime Achievement Award by GSMA

New Delhi.(Agency)

founder and
chairman of Bharti Enterprises, has
been given the Lifetime Achievement
Award by global telecom industry body
GSMA at the ongoing Mobile World
Congress in Barcelona on Monday,
Bharti Airtel said in a statement. The
award, presented in the presence of
Felipe VI, the Prime Minister of Spain,
Pedro Sanchez, the President of
Catalonia, Salvador Illa, and global
industry leaders, recognises his role in
reshaping the global
telecommunications landscape and
expanding connectivity across
operators, governments, businesses and
billions of consumers worldwide. The
award has been given to a handful of
industry leaders in GSMA’s history.
The honour recognises contributions

that have left an enduring and defining
mark on the global communications
ecosystem. On receiving the award,
Mittal said, “I am deeply honoured to
receive this recognition and sincerely
thank the GSMA for this award. [ accept
it not only as a personal milestone, but
as a tribute to India’s telecom journey,
the collective spirit of Bharti, and the
rise of Indian telecom companies on the
global stage. Equally, the award reflects
the progress of an industry that has
connected billions and belongs to the
customers we serve, the teams who
built our institutions, and the partners
who believe in the transformative
power of connectivity."
"Telecommunication is a force that
expands opportunity, places essential
services in the palm of every individual
and unlocks human potential. Helping
shape its evolution into a powerful

accelerator of modern progress has
been a privileged responsibility. As
innovation accelerates, we will
continue to work with our partners &
stakeholders to ensure that growth
advances equity and creates lasting
opportunity for generations to come,"
headded. Mittal has built Bharti Airtel
into one of the world’s leading mobile
operators, with operations across India
and Africa, ranking among the top-
three globally and serving over half a
billion customers. He pioneered the
expansion of mobile services across
emerging markets and served as
Chairman of the GSMA from 2017 to
2018, where he championed policies
that encouraged investment and
innovation while strengthening the
industry’s commitment to connecting
the unconnected and advancing digital
inclusion.

disrupt global energy supply

New Delhi.(Agency)

Oil prices rose sharply when market trading
began Sunday, as U.S. and Israeli attacks on
Iran and retaliatory strikes against Israel and
U.S. military installations around the Gulf sent
disruptions through the global energy supply
chain.Traders were betting the supply of oil
from Iran and elsewhere in the Middle East
would slow or grind to a halt. Attacks
throughout the region, including on two vessels
traveling through the Strait of Hormuz, the
narrow mouth of the Persian Gulf, have
restricted countries' ability to export oil to the
rest of the world. Prolonged attacks would
likely result in higher prices for crude oil and
gasoline, according to energy experts.West
Texas Intermediate, the light, sweet crude oil
produced in the United States, was selling for
about $72 a barrel Sunday night, up around 8%
from its trading price of about $67 on Friday,
according to data from CME group.

A barrel of Brent crude, the international
standard, was trading at around $79 per barrel
Sunday night, according to FactSet, up about
8% from its trading price of $72.87 on Friday,
which had been a seven-month high at the time.

Higher global energy prices could lead to
consumers paying more for gasoline at the
pump and shelling out more for groceries and
other goods, at a time when many are already
feeling the impacts of elevated inflation.

Roughly 15 million barrels of crude oil per day —
about 20% of the world's oil — are shipped
through the Strait of Hormuz, making it the
world's most critical oil chokepoint, according
to Rystad Energy. Tankers traveling through the
strait, which is bordered in the north by Iran,
carry oil and gas from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Iraq, Qatar, Bahrain, the UAE and Iran.Iran had
temporarily shut down parts of the strait in mid-
February for what it said was a military drill,
which led oil prices to jump about 6% higher in
the days that followed.Against that backdrop,
eight countries that are part of the OPEC+ oil
cartel announced they would boost production
of crude Sunday. The Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries, in a meeting
planned before the war began, said it would
increase production by 206,000 barrels per day
in April, which was more than analysts had
been expecting. The countries boosting output
include Saudi Arabia, Russia, Iraq, the United
Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Kazakhstan, Algeria
and Oman.

Sensex crashes 1,300 points amid lran-US
conflict: 6 things you need to know

The S&P BSE Sensex fell
sharply in early trade, and
the NSE Nifty50 also slipped
more than 1%, as investors
reacted to the fast-changing
situation between the US,
Israel and Iran.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Dalal Street opened in the red on Monday,

starting the week on a bearish note as
rising conflict between Iran and the US
shook global markets. The S&P BSE
Sensex fell sharply in early trade, and the
NSE Nifty50 also slipped more than 1%,
as investors reacted to the fast-changing
situation between the US, Israel and Iran.

The S&P BSE Sensex tanked 884.35 points

to 80,402.84, while the NSE Nifty50
dropped 267.45 points to 24,911.20 as of
9:29 am. This marks the steepest intraday
fall for the Nifty since February 1 and for
the Sensex since April 7, 2025.Dr VK

Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist at Geojit Investments Limited,
said uncertainty will remain high in the
near term.“The uncertainty related to the
war in West Asia will loom large over the
market in the near-term. The major risk

shortages and higher oil prices.

Rising crude prices hit market sentiment as

India imports most of its oil needs. Higher
oil prices increase the country’s import
bill and can put pressure on the rupee and
inflation.

from the market perspective is the energy  RUPEE WEAKENS, BOND YIELDS

risk arising from the surge in crude," he
added.

GLOBAL TENSIONS TRIGGER RISK-
OFF MOOD

Markets turned weak after coordinated
US—Israel strikes on Iran over the
weekend. Reports said Iran retaliated
with missile and drone attacks on US
bases in the Middle East. The situation
has now moved from limited hostilities to
active military exchange.Brent crude
surged more than 7% on Monday to the
highest level in months. Brent futures

RISE

T ——

climbed to about $82.40 a barrel in early The rupee depreciated against the US dollar

trade. Earlier, Brent had already risen to a
7-month high of around $72.8 per
barrel. Tehran also said it has closed
navigation through the Strait of Hormuz,
reported news agency Reuters. The Strait
of Hormuz handles nearly 20% of global
oil flows and more than 40% of India’s
crude imports pass through this route.
Any disruption here raises fears of supply

in early trade. At the same time,
government bond yields moved higher.
Rising oil prices increase inflation risk,
and higher inflation can push bond yields
up. Higher yields often reduce the appeal
of equities.JM Financial Institutional
Securities said the situation marks a sharp
escalation in Middle East tensions.“The
coordinated US-Israel strikes on Iran

mark a sharp escalation in Middle East
tensions, shifting the situation from
limited hostilities to active military
exchange after Iran retaliated with missile
and drone attacks on US bases,” JM
Financial said.It added that the reported
elimination of Iran’s Supreme Leader and
senior security officials increases the risk
of further escalation and raises the
likelihood of disruption to the Strait of
Hormuz.“While media reports indicate
disruption to shipping activity in the
Strait, confirmation of a complete and
sustained closure remains unclear,
making the probability and duration of
supply interruption the key variable for
markets,” the brokerage noted.
OIL EMERGES AS KEY RISK FOR
INDIA
JM Financial said crude oil is now the key
macro factor for Indian equities.

“Every USD 1 increase in crude raises

India’s annual import bill by
approximately USD 2bn. Prolonged
tensions may increase logistics and
marine insurance costs, disrupt Gulf
shipping routes and pressure the trade
balance,” it said.It further added that if
disruption in the Strait of Hormuz
becomes serious.
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Airlines extend tlight cancellations due
to Iran-UN conflict, travellers stranded

New Delhi.(Agency)

Air India has extended the suspension of all its
flights to and from the United Arab Emirates,
Saudi Arabia, Israel and Qatar until midnight,
11.59 pm on Monday, as escalating tensions
arising from the Israel-Iran conflict continue
to disrupt aviation operations across West
Asia.The airline also announced that select
Europe-bound flights scheduled for March 2
have been cancelled due to operational
constraints linked to restricted airspace over
parts of the Middle East.

The latest extension has left several passengers
stranded at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport, where multiple
international departures were either cancelled
or delayed amid rapidly changing flight
schedules.

AKASA AIR SUSPENDS WEST ASIA
OPERATIONS

Budget carrier Akasa Air also announced

bookings

airspace.

suspension of flights to and from Abu
Dhabi, Doha, Jeddah. Kuwait and
Riyadh until March 2, 2026.

The airline said passengers holding

until March 7 may opt for a full refund
or reschedule their travel without any
additional charges.Air India Express
has meanwhile cancelled more than 110
flights due to airspace restrictions over
Iran and neighbouring regions.
International carriers have also been
impacted. Dubai-based Emirates
temporarily suspended operations to and
from Dubai until 1500 hrs UAE time on
March 2, while flight operations at Doha’s
Hamad International Airport remained
suspended following closure of Qatari

AIRSPACE CLOSURES DISRUPT
WESTBOUND ROUTES

affected by the disruption

wides

status

A day earlier, airport authorities had warned of

international travel
Eastern countries shut their airspace
following the sharp escalation in the
Iran-Israel conflict.
In a travel advisory issued on March 1, 1G]
Airport urged passengers to check flight

situation.

and 58 arrivals — were cancelled.

pread disruption to westbound

after several Middle
for March 2.

ASSISTANCE MECHANISM

with airlines before leaving for the

Coordinate, ntegrate, optimise to Ry after Sikh woman's turban removed
at exam centre in Madhya Pradesh

move smoothly

New Delhi.(Agency)

The entry point to a city is the gateway to creating a
perception about the city’s makeup. Delhi is unfortunate in
this matter. While the medieval and colonial rulers built
appropriate gates to the fort cities, the same has not
happened in 21st century Delhi.While the walled city from
the Mughal era is replete with structures like the Delhi
Gate, Kashmere Gate, Mori Gate, Lahori Gate and
Turkman Gate, the British also built the War Memorial
(India Gate) hexagon at the outskirts of their regal city.

The capital city of medieval era could only be accessed by
road. During the British rule, the railways and airway were
introduced. The British also built imposing structures like
Delhi Junction (Old Delhi) and the New Delhi stations.

The unplanned expansion of the city in the 21st century has,
however, stolen from it the grandeur of the entry point.
With the city now expanding into three states (the National
Capital Region), there are multiple entry points. The
railway stations too have now become part of densely
populated localities. The airport, although still in the
outskirts of the city, has all of its roads choc-o-bloc full.
Thus there is no smooth entry to the capital city.

This situation was best illustrated in the observations at the
meeting of the Commission for Air Quality Maintenance
(CAQM). The commission flagged congestion at MCD toll
plazas as a significant concern, stressing the need for urgent
rollout of barrier-free tolling systems to curb vehicular
emissions in Delhi-NCR.

The commission went on to highlight the need for
expeditious implementation of barrier-free-multi-lane free
flow systems integrated with RFID and Automatic Number
Plate Recognition technologies to ease traffic snarls and
reduce pollution. While the measures are appreciated, the
roads reaching the airport from the city, and the traffic jams
outside the railway stations need to be addressed.

Adani Group To Make
India's Longest Wind
Turbine Blade

New Delhi.(Agency)

India will make its longest onshore wind turbine blades at
91.2 metres as Adani New Industries Ltd (ANIL) scales up
production at its Mundra facility in Gujarat, reflecting a
maturing wind manufacturing ecosystem backed by
policy support and a push for clean energy self-reliance.

The blades will be deployed on next-generation turbines
designed to improve energy output, particularly at low-
and medium-wind sites. The Mundra plant currently
manufactures blades of 78.6 metres and 80.5 metres.

The new 91.2 metres marks a significant leap in design
complexity, materials engineering and manufacturing
capability. According to industry sources, an initial set of
91.2 metre blades have already been erected on a new
turbine model, with serial production expected to begin
within the current calendar year,

Why Blade Size Matters

Blade length combined with higher rated capacity is a
critical determinant of wind energy output. A 91.2-metre
blade enables a rotor diameter of approximately 185
metres, sweeping an area of nearly 26,600 square metres.
A larger swept area, with higher rated capacity wind
turbines potentially allows it to capture more kinetic
energy from wind, improving capacity utilisation and
increased power output.

This is particularly relevant for India, where a large share of
potential wind sites fall in low-to medium-wind regimes.
Larger rotors and higher hub heights make these locations
commercially viable, expanding wind deployment
beyond traditional high-wind corridors. The shift towards
turbines rated above 5 megawatts (MW) is therefore as
much about geography as it is about technology.

To put the scale in perspective, a blade of this length is
comparable to the size of a football field and taller than a
30-storey building. Each rotation sweeps an area larger
than three football fields combined.

Manufacturing Scale And Investment

ANIL's blade manufacturing facility at Mundra has a current
capacity of 2.25 gigawatts (GW) per annum, equivalent to
about 450 blade sets annually. The company plans to scale
this to 5 GW in phases, with a longer-term ambition of
reaching 10 GW.

Mundra is evolving into a multi-technology renewable
manufacturing hub, housing wind turbines, solar modules
and supporting component facilities within a single
ecosystem. Investments in wind manufacturing so far are
estimated up to Rs 3,000 crore, with future capital
expenditure focused on automation, advanced tooling and
materials research, including recyclable blade materials
and largerrotor designs.

New Delhi.(Agency)
A controversy erupted in Madhya
Pradesh's Ratlam district after an
Amritdhari Sikh woman appearing
for an examination conducted by the

The matter came to light after members

apology from the woman staff
member who had allegedly asked
Kaur to remove her turban.
Following prolonged discussions
between community representatives

of the local Sikh community were
informed. Soon, several members of
the community gathered outside the
examination centre, expressing

Madhya Pradesh g ‘;P-—'_ — and officials, Sub-
Public Service kf'{fw o . Divisional Magistrate
Commission suuseg - Prateek Sonkar and
(MPPSC) was 0 % \ Centre Superintendent

allegedly asked to ™
remove her turban |
during security checks
atanexam centre.

The incident took place
at a school that was a
designated centre for
the examination on
Sunday. According to
available information,
Gurleen Kaur, who is
an Amritdhari Sikh (an initiated
Sikh), was asked to remove her
dumala (turban) before the
examination during frisking.

Crash That K
0f Many:

New Delhi.(Agency)

Ten years before the recent Jharkhand
air ambulance crash, a similar flight
from Patna to Delhi had a very
different, miraculous outcome. In
2016, an air ambulance operating
from Patna to Delhi went down in

Najafgarh. Unlike the Red Airways

0O

crash that killed all seven on board, 5=

everyone in this accident survived.
The pilots were hailed as heroes for
averting a disaster.

But the subsequent probe by the
Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) exposed deeper concerns. The
aircraft, a 27-year-old VT-EQO owned
by Alchemist Air Pvt. Ltd., with a non-
scheduled operator permit, had been
grounded for five months before the
accident.

In its final report, the AAIB noted that no

-

"Absence of a procedure for assessing

Subhash Kumawat
publicly expressed regret
over the incident in front
of the Sikh community
and apologised. After the
apology, the matter was
considered to be resolved
by both sides.
’ Kaur, who is a resident of
: Chittorgarh in Rajasthan,
had arrived in Ratlam a
day earlier to stay with relatives and
had reached the centre in the
afternoon to appear for the
examination,

strong displeasure over the incident.

n receiving information about the
gathering, police and administrative
officials reached the spot. Members
of the Sikh community demanded an

illed Ajit Pawar Was One
Checks 10-Year Data

cause of the accident.

Now, a decade later, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation or DGCA has cracked
down on non-scheduled
operators following a spike in
accidents - including the January
Baramati crash involving VSR
Ventures that left all on board --
including NCP leader Ajit Pawar
--dead.

After analysing ten years of data,
the regulator flagged SOP

violations, flawed flight planning and

training gaps.In a significant shift, it
fixed accountability on senior
executives and Accountable

Managers, not just pilots. Additionally,

the watchdog also grounded four VSR-

owned aircraft over serious safety
lapses.

procedure existed within the
organisation to assess actual fuel
consumption of its aircrafts.

realistic fuel consumption rate of an
aged aircraft is also a cause of
concern,”" the AAIB had said, while
listing improper fuel planning leading
up to engine starvation as a probable

airport, cautioning that international
services could face delays, diversions or
last-minute schedule changes.According
to sources, around 100 flights — including
60 departures and 40 arrivals — were
cancelled at IGI Airport amid the evolving

" Similar disruption was reported at Mumbai’s
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport, where 125 flights — 67 departures

At Tiruchirappalli International Airport,

airport authorities reported cancellation of
17 arrivals and 16 departures on March 1,
along with additional cancellations scheduled

MOCA ACTIVATES PASSENGER

Amid mounting passenger disruption,
Ministry of Civil Aviation said its Passenger
Assistance Control Room (PACR) has been

actively addressing grievances and travel-
related queries. The ministry said complaints
received through social media platforms, the
AirSewa portal and dedicated helplines are
being closely monitored and prioritised. In
coordination with airlines and airport
operators, the PACR has resolved 411
passenger grievances during the ongoing
crisis.

Helpline numbers issued by Indian embassies
in affected countries have also been shared
with travellers to facilitate coordination and
assistance.

AIRLINES SUSPEND OPERATIONS
ACROSS REGION

Airspace restrictions over Iran and
neighbouring regions have severely affected
international aviation corridors linking India
with Europe and West Asia. Air India Express
alone cancelled more than 110 flights due to
operational limitations.

Centre Warns States 0f
Violence, Protests Amid
Iran-Israel Tensions: Sources

=
The Ministry of Home Affairs, according to

sources, has directed states to closely
monitor the activities of pro-Iran and anti-

Iran groups.
=_
New Delhi.(Agency)

As tensions between Iran and Israel continue
following the killing of Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei, the Ministry of Home Affairs has
issued an alert to various states regarding possible
violence and sporadic protests in the country. The
alert comes in the wake of nationwide protests by
the Shia community following the killing of
Iranian leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on
February 28.The Ministry. according to sources,
has said that international developments could
impact India's internal security, and security
agencies should remain on high alert.

The directive sent to states urges them to closely
monitor the activities of pro-Iran and anti-Iran
groups. In particular, instructions have been given
to strengthen security around the Iranian, US, and
Israeli embassies and consulates, sources said.

The Ministry of Home Affairs has also pointed to
potential threats posed by Shia militias as well as
terrorist organisations like the Islamic State and
Al-Qaeda. Intelligence inputs indicate that
terrorist groups may exploit the tense atmosphere
to foment unrest.

Inaddition to embassies, the security alert lists major
tourist destinations, Jewish institutions, and
establishments affiliated with Western countries as
potential targets, sources added. The Centre has
advised states to increase the deployment of
security forces at important and sensitive
locations. Additionally, local police have been
instructed to conduct thorough checks in crowded
areas and sensitive locations and detect explosives
such as Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs).

The Ministry has also placed special emphasis on
monitoring social media to prevent the spread of
inflammatory messages and rumours. Cyber cells
have been instructed to monitor digital content that
could disturb communal harmony. Directors
General of Police of all states have been asked to
ensure that rapid response teams are ready to
preventany untoward incident.

Iran Israel Tensions

[srael, with the help of the US, launched a
preemptive attack on Tehran on Saturday, pushing
the Middle East into a renewed military
confrontation and further dimming hopes for a
diplomatic solution. The Pentagon dubbed the
strikes on Tehran as "Operation Epic Fury" -in a
flashback to 2025's "Midnight Hammer".

the

Loss of a century, Veiled women mourn
Iran's Khamenei in Delhi's Karbala

With posters of Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, women protesters were seen emotionally charged, and said they felt they

had lost someone from their own family. Dressed in black and with tears in their eyes, they chanted anti-Israel, anti-US slogans. Read here

New Delhi.(Agency)

Women in black abayas and nigabs stood
shoulder to shoulder, some whispering
prayers, others openly weeping. Many had
never attended a public protest before. Yet
on Sunday evening, they stepped out of
their homes, bringing children, sisters and
elderly mothers along at Delhi’s Shah-e-
Mardan Karbala in Jor Bagh, to mourn the
killing of Iran’s Supreme leader, Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei.For them, this was not
distant geopolitics. It felt personal.

Zaibun Nisa Zaidi from Laxmi Nagar
arrived with six members of her family.
She clutched her candle tightly as she
spoke, her voice steady but her eyes moist.

“He stood for humanity. He raised his voice
for the oppressed,” she said. “What was
the fault of an B86-year-old man? If
standing with humanity is a crime, then we
areall guilty.”

Around her, women nodded in
agreement.Dilkash, a first-year
BSc student from Ghaziabad,
said she woke up to the news
early in the morning. The shock,
she said, stayed with her through
the day."He was a rehbar, a
guide,” she explained softly. “He
united Shias and Sunnis across
the world and always sided with
the oppressed. His demise is not
just a community’s loss. It is a
loss for the world.”

A few steps away stood Seerat, balancing
her one-year-old daughter on her lap. The
child, unaware of the gravity of the
gathering, played with the edge of her
mother’s nigab.

Seerat, however, could barely contain her
tears.”It is the loss of a century,” she said,
breaking down mid-sentence. “He was
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like a father to us. This feels like we have
lost someone from our own home.”

Her sister, Shahana, described how the
family reacted when news first emerged of
the attack on Iran. “We stopped cooking.
We did not eat properly. We kept praying
for his safety,” she said. “When his death
was confirmed on Sunday morning, we
wept as if we had losta family member.”

#” § For 53-year-old Nishat Fatima, the

: journey to the vigil was physically
demanding. Unwell but determined,
she came from New Ashok Nagar.

Holding her daughter’s hand, she said, *'I
had to come,” she said. “It was
important to be present. It was an
inhuman act against an elderly man.”

As candles flickered in the evening
breeze, the gathering remained
peaceful. There were prayers, tears and
quiet conversations about faith, justice
and loss.

In those lanes of Karbala in South Delhi,
thousands of kilometres from Tehran,
griefdissolved borders.

For the women who gathered there, the
passing of an 86-year-old leader was not
merely a headline. It was a moment of
mourning that felt intimate, immediate
and deeply personal.
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Why Is China Silent On Iran
An Expert Decodes Beijing's
Hidden Play

world. (Agency)

China's deep energy ties with Iran are suddenly under
the harshest spotlight in years as US and Israeli
strikes push Tehran into open confrontation and
threaten the oil arteries that power the Chinese
economy.Beijing has condemned the attacks and
called for a ceasefire. But it has stopped short of any
economic retaliation that could endanger the very
energy flows it depends on.Before dawn on Februry
28, the United States and Israel launched coordinated
strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities, missile
installations and leadership compounds across
Tehran, Isfahan and Qom. President Donald Trump
labeled the assault "Operation Epic Fury," framing it
as a decisive blow after months of stalled nuclear
negotiations and mounting regional tension.Israel's
parallel campaign, "Roaring Lion," focused on
degrading Iran's ballistic missile capabilities and
senior command structure.For China, the crisis is not
abstract.

Beijing buys more than 80 percent of Iran's oil exports.
In 2025, that translated to roughly 1.38 million
barrels per day, accounting for about 13 to 14 percent
of China's total seaborne crude imports. The exposure
is substantial but not singular. China's two biggest
suppliers remain Russia and Saudi Arabia, and since
the escalation Chinese refiners have quietly trimmed
Iranian purchases and leaned more on discounted
Russian barrels to keep overall supply stable.

Balakrishnan, co founder of Avellon Intelligence,
called Tehran's retaliation "a historic strategic
blunder." In his view, Iran is not merely confronting a
superior military coalition. It is "jeopardising its
pivotal role as a linchpin in China's energy and
geopolitical architecture in West Asia.”’Iran anchors a
25-year cooperation framework with Beijing
covering energy, infrastructure and transport
corridors tied to the Belt and Road Initiative.
Discounted crude shipments, often routed through
complex trading channels, have given China a steady
supply cushion amid Western sanctions.

US Officials Skeptical Of
Regime Change In Iran After
Khamenei Killing

Washington. (Agency)

Following the killing of Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on Saturday, many senior
US officials remain skeptical that the US and Israeli
military operation against the Islamic Republic will
lead to a regime change in the near term.

Before and after the start of the attack, U.S. officials,
including U.S. President Donald Trump, had
suggested that toppling the nation's repressive
governing system was one of several U.S. goals, in
addition to crippling Iran's ballistic missile and
nuclear programs."I call upon all Iranian patriots who
yearn for freedom to seize this moment ... and take
back your country," Trump said on Sunday in a video
posted on Truth Social. But three U.S. officials
familiar with U.S. intelligence said there is serious
skepticism that Iran's battered opposition can topple
the theocratic, authoritarian governing system that
has been in place since 1979.No officials consulted
by Reuters completely ruled out the possibility of the
fall of Tran's government, which currently is buffeted
by key personnel losses from ongoing U.S. and Israeli
air strikes and is deeply unpopular following a
January round of extraordinarily violent
repression.But it is far from likely or even probable in
the near term, they said.

Reuters reported earlier that Central Intelligence
Agency assessments presented to the White House in
the weeks before the Iran attack concluded that if
Khamenei was killed, he could be replaced by hard-
line figures from the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps or equally hard-line clerics, two sources said.

"Reconsider Travel": US
Raises Bahrain, Qatar
Advisories Amid Iran
Conflict

world. (Agency)

The United States raised its travel advisories for
Bahrain and Qatar to Level 3 in the aftermath of the
launch of US combat operations in Iran, citing
security risks and potential disruptions across the
Middle East.The State Department said it updated its
Travel Advisory for Bahrain on February 28 “to
reflect that the Department authorized the departure
of non-emergency US government personnel and
family members of US government personnel to leave
Bahrain due to security concerns.” The advisory
increased “from Level 2 to Level 3.”

The updated advisory states: “Reconsider Travel to
Bahrain due to terrorism and armed conflict.”

It added that “Following the onset of hostilities between
the United States and Iran on February 28, there has
been an ongoing threat of drone and missile attacks
from Iran and significant disruptions to commercial
flights.”The department also warned that “Terrorist
groups continue plotting possible attacks in Bahrain.
Terrorists may attack with little or no
warning.”Separately, the State Department raised
Qatar's Travel Advisory to Level 3 on March 1, up
from Level 1, again authorising the departure of non-
emergency personnel and family members due to
security concerns.The updated notice states:
“Reconsider Travel to Qatar due to the threat of armed
conflict.”’It cited the same regional developments,
noting that “Following the onset of hostilities between
the United States and Iran on February 28, there has
been an ongoing threat of drone and missile attacks
from Iran and significant disruptions to commercial
flights.”The advisory further said, “The Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) has issued a Notice to
Airmen (NOTAM) and/or a Special Federal Aviation
Regulation (SFAR) for the region, including Qatar.
This is due to risks to civil aviation from political and
military tensions in the region.”
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Trump says US, Israel prepared to sustain
Iran strikes for 'four to five weeks'

Trump tells The New York
Times that US, Israel can
sustain strikes for weeks;
offers Venezuela-like
model for Iran leadership
transition while warning
of possible casualties

world. (Agency) . (Agency)

In a telephone interview with The New York
Times on Sunday, US President Donald
Trump said the United States intends to
maintain its military assault on Iran for
“four to five weeks” if necessary, asserting
that sustaining the intensity of the
operation alongside Israel “won’t be
difficult,” even as he acknowledged the
likelihood of further American casualties.

Trump suggested multiple, at times
contradictory, scenarios for a transition of

power in Tehran following the killing of
Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, in a US-Israeli airstrike over the
weekend. Among the options, he cited a
model similar to the operation in Venezuela,
in which only the top leader was removed
while the rest of the government remained,
newly willing to cooperate with the United
States.“The country has been very
substantially weakened, to put it mildly,”
Trump told The New York Times, adding
that the Pentagon retained sufficient forces,
missiles, and ammunition globally to
continue the assault “if we have to. Trump
also claimed that US and Israeli strikes had
“knocked out a big portion” of Iran’s navy,
including nine ships and the navy
headquarters. He indicated that the conflict
could result in casualties, but expressed
confidence that the military operations
would ultimately pressure Iran into
compliance. “Three is three too many as far
as I’'m concerned,” he said, referring to
projected American casualties.

On the question of Iran’s future leadership,
Trump was vague. He said he had “three

very good choices” for who could lead the
country, but did not name them. He also
suggested that Iran’s elite military forces,
including the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps, might voluntarily surrender their
arms to the Iranian populace, a scenario
experts have considered unlikely. Trump
repeatedly referred to his experience in
Venezuela as a model for Iran, though
analysts note significant differences in
population, military capability, and

political structure make a direct
comparison challenging.
“Everybody’s kept their job except for
two people,” he said of the Venezuelan
operation, emphasizing the U.S. goal
of removing only the top leadership
while keeping the rest of the
government functional.He left open
the possibility of the Iranian people
overthrowing their government,
saying, “That’s going to be up to them
about whether or not they do. They’ve
been talking about it for years so now
they’ll obviously have an
opportunity.”Trump also indicated that
he did not consider Gulf Arab states
necessary for US strikes on Iran, despite
Tehran targeting several regional countries
with missile and drone attacks.The
interview, conducted from Mar-a-Lago
approximately 36 hours after Khamenei’s
killing, came shortly after Trump received
news of American casualties. He said he
was about to meet with military generals
and insisted that the U.S.-Israeli campaign
remained “ahead of schedule.”

Israel hits Lebanon after Hezbollah
fire, expanding lran war

BEIRUT. (Agency)
Israeli forces launched strikes on
Lebanon including the capital Beirut
on Monday, the military said, after
Tehran-backed militant group
Hezbollah fired rockets at Israel in
retaliation for the killing of Iran's
supreme leader. An AFP journalist
heard several loud explosions in
Beirut early on Monday, as the
Israeli military said it had "begun
striking targets of the Hezbollah
terrorist organisation across
Lebanon".The Israeli strikes
followed rocket and drone
launches from Lebanon, the first
attack on Israel claimed by
Hezbollah since a November
2024 ceasefire agreement that
followed more than a year of war
between them.Hezbollah has
been weakened from conflict
with Israel, which it entered to support
Hamas following the Palestinian
militant group's deadly attack on Israel
in October 2023 and the subsequent
war in the Gaza strip.Israel has carried
out regular strikes on Lebanon since

the ceasefire came into effect, usually
saying it targets the militant group and
accusing it of truce violations.On
Monday, a military statement said
Israeli forces "precisely struck" senior
Hezbollah members in the Beirut area,
and another in the south.Lebanon's
state-run National News Agency

(NNA) reported Israeli strikes across
the country, including in Beirut's
southern suburbs where Hezbollah
holds sway.Israel then issued a
warning to residents of about 50 towns
and villages in Lebanon's south and

east -- both Hezbollah strongholds.

"Hezbollah's actions force the IDF

(army) to act against it... For your
safety, evacuate your homes
immediately and move at least 1,000
metres (0.6 miles) away from your
village to open areas," army
spokeswoman Ella Waweya said in a
statement on X.Hezbollah
earlier claimed responsibility
for the rocket and drone
attack on Israel, which it said
was retaliation for the killing
of Iranian supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in a
wave of US-Israeli strikes on
Tehran at the weekend.It was
also "in defence of Lebanon
and its people, and in
response to the repeated
Israeli attacks", Hezbollah
said.

An official from the group had told AFP

last week that Hezbollah would not
intervene militarily in the event of
"limited" US strikes on its backer Iran,
but would consider any attack against
Khameneia "red line".

Last Total Lunar Eclipse Until
2029 Is Coming Today

Melbourne. (Agency)

On Tuesday March 3, the Moon will
pass directly through Earth's shadow,
creating a total lunar eclipse. Best of all,
Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand
are in a prime position to watch the
show.This time, the eclipse even
occurs at a reasonable hour - no need to
set an alarm and crawl out of bed at a
ridiculous time.On Tuesday evening, a
dark shadow will begin to sweep
across the bright and round full Moon.
Once the Moon becomes fully
immersed in shadow, it will take on a
reddish glow.Astronomers call this
"totality". But with the ominous
appearance of a red Moon hanging
large in the sky, it's no wonder that
throughout history and across cultures
it was seen as a portent of evil. In
today's world, the name "blood moon"
has readily captured public

is a reminder that we are part of a
fascinating universe. No special
equipment is needed and it's usually
not hard to find the Moon in the sky.
Tomorrow's eclipse will be our last
chance to see a blood moon until 2029,
when it will ring in the New Year in the
early hours of January 1.In this case,
it'll take 75 minutes for the Moon to
enter Earth's shadow - what's known as
the partial eclipse phase. This will be
followed by an hour of totality when
the Moon turns red, and then another
75 minutes as the Moon emerges out of
the shadow and returns to full
brightness.Since Earth's shadow is so
large compared to the Moon, everyone
on our planet's night side experiences a
lunar eclipse at exactly the same time.
To know when to see the totality, we
only need to make adjustments for
different time zones.

imagination.Watching a lunar eclipse Total lunar eclipse on the night of 3—4

Oil prices rise sharply after attacks in
West Asia disrupt global energy supply

March 2026

Click on your state or country to learn

when the eclipse will begin and when
totality will be visible.For Western
Australia, anumber of locations are
given because the eclipse begins with
the Moon below the horizon. The time
of the eclipse depends only on time
zone, but the time of moonrise is
location specific.Across most of
Western Australia the eclipse begins
with the Moon below the horizon. As
the Moon rises it will be partly in
shadow, making it hard to spot,
especially against the bright twilight
sky (noting that the Moon is rising as
the Sun is setting). However, just give it
some time and the eclipsed Moon will
become easier to see as it climbs higher
in the east and twilight gives way to
night.The eclipse will start later in the
evening across the rest of Australia,
with the Moon in the eastern sky.

Blasts in Kabul as Afghan
govt says responding to
Pakistan attacks

KABUL. (Agency)

Explosions were heard in the Afghan capital Kabul on
Sunday, AFP journalists said, with the Taliban
government saying they were responding to aerial
attacks by Pakistan.A spokesman for Afghanistan's
defence ministry said that "air defence strikes were
carried out against Pakistani aircraft in Kabul".

Months of cross-border clashes have flared again since
Thursday, when Afghanistan launched an offensive
along the frontier, with Pakistani forces hitting back
on the border and from the skies.The renewed
violence came after Afghan residents and officials
said troops from both countries had been battling
along the border, with the fighting coming alongside
multiple strikes including the former US air base at
Bagram .Earlier, residents in multiple areas bordering
Pakistan told AFP of fighting, while the Afghan
government said three people were killed overnight
in drone strikes and shelling.North of the capital
Kabul, air strikes "hit Bagram air base", according to
aresident who AFP is not naming for security reasons.

A second resident said "it was very strong, which shook
the area. There was smoke and fire coming out north
of the airport", describing the dawn raid as "very
terrifying". The provincial spokesman, Fazl ul Rahim
Maskin Yar, said Pakistani jets "attempted to bomb"
the base, but there were no casualties or damage.

Pakistan acknowledged bombing key cities Friday
including Kabul and Kandahar, which is home to
Afghanistan's supreme leader, but has not
commented on Sunday's strikes.

The presence of security forces was boosted in central
Kabul on Sunday evening, with increased checks on
cars, an AFP journalist said.Late Sunday evening,
Afghan officials claimed to have retaliated with
strikes on multiple bases in Pakistan that caused
"significant damage", including in the major city of
Rawalpindi, though there were no immediate
Pakistani reports of such attacks."Any further
violations of our airspace or acts of aggression by
hostile Pakistani elements will be met with a swift,
decisive, and proportionate response," the Afghan
Ministry of Defence posted on X, with a video of a
drone flying into the distance.

\Border clashes

Before dawn, AFP journalists in the capital heard an
explosion followed by successive gunfire, with
Taliban government spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid
saying anti-aircraft fire was being shot at Pakistani
planes.Drones were also heard by an AFP journalist
in the border province of Khost, while in Jalalabad
city -- between Kabul and the border -- an AFP
photographer saw a jet.The Afghan government's
deputy spokesman, Hamdullah Fitrat, said Pakistani
fire had killed 36 civilians across multiple provinces
since Thursday, which Islamabad has not commented
on.

Crude surges over 7% amid
attacks on vessels in Strait of
Hormuz; OPEC+ plans modest
output hoost fail to ease
market fears

NEW YORK.(Agency)

Oil prices rose sharply Monday as U.S. and
Israeli attacks on Iran and retaliatory strikes
against Israel and U.S. military
installations around the Gulf sent
disruptions through the global energy
supply chain.Traders were betting the
supply of oil from Iran and elsewhere in the
Middle East would slow or grind to a halt.
Attacks throughout the region, including on
two vessels travelling through the Strait of
Hormugz, the narrow mouth of the Persian
Gulf, have restricted countries’ ability to
export oil to the rest of the world. Prolonged
attacks would likely result in higher prices
for crude oil and gasoline, according to

energy experts.West Texas Intermediate,
the light, sweet crude oil produced in the
United States, was selling for about $72 a
barrel early Monday, up around 7.3% from
its trading price of about $67 on Friday,
according to data from CME group.A
barrel of Brent crude, the international
standard, was trading at $78.55 per barrel
early Monday, according to FactSet, up
7.8% from its trading price of $72.87 on
Friday, which had been a seven-month
high at the time.Higher global energy
prices could lead to consumers paying
more for gasoline at the pump and shelling
out more for groceries and other goods, at a
time when many are already feeling the
impacts of elevated inflation.Roughly 15
million barrels of crude oil per day, about
20% of the world’s oil, are shipped through
the Strait of Hormuz, making it the world’s
most critical oil chokepoint, according to
Rystad Energy. Tankers traveling through
the strait, which is bordered in the north by
Iran, carry oil and gas from Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Iraq, Qatar, Bahrain, the UAE and
Iran.

Iran had temporarily shut down parts of the
strait in mid-February for what it said was a
military drill, which led oil prices to jump
about 6% higher in the days that followed.

Against that backdrop, eight countries that

are part of the OPEC+ oil cartel announced
they would boost production of crude
Sunday. The Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries, in a meeting planned
before the war began, said it would
increase production by 206,000 barrels per

day in April, which was more than analysts

had been expecting. The countries boosting

output include Saudi Arabia, Russia, Iraq,
the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait,

Kazakhstan, Algeria and Oman.

“Roughly one-fifth of global oil
supply passes through the Strait of
Hormuz, a vital artery for world
trade, meaning markets are more
concerned with whether barrels can
move than with spare capacity on
paper,” said Jorge Leon, Rystad's
senior vice president and head of
geopolitical analysis, in an email. "If
flows through the Gulf are
constrained, additional production
will provide limited immediate
relief, making access to export
routes far more important than
headline output targets.”

Iran exports roughly 1.6 million barrels of oil
a day, mostly to China, which may need to
look elsewhere for supply if Iran’s exports
are disrupted, another factor that could
increase energy prices.
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Rulayega kya pagle? Sanju
Samson's hilarious reaction to

' L]
Surya's praises
New Delhi. (Agency)

Suryakumar Yadav's praise for Sanju Samson
went to a point where the wicketkeeper
hilariously asked his captain to stop or else
he would start crying. Samson played an
innings of a lifetime to help India get over
the finish line and make their way into the
semi-finals of the T20 World Cup 2026.The
wicketkeeper-batter broke the record of
Virat Kohli for the highest score in a
successful run-chase for India in T20 World
Cups, scoring 97 off 50 balls. He hit the
winning runs and on his way back to the
dugout, was greeted by Suryakumar, who
took his cap offand bowed down to him. Ina
video released by the BCCI, Suryakumar
was seen talking non-stop about Samson
and the hilarious reply from the
wicketkeeper can be seen towards the end of
the clip. WHAT DID SURYA SAY ABOUT
SAMSON?

Suryakumar reiterated his statement on

Samson from after the game to start the
video and revealed how the wicketkeeper
told the players to put the team ahead of
everything else during the camp.

“] always say good things happen to good
people and at the right time. No better time,
no better stage for someone like him to step
up and give the team what the team
required. The moment he came into the side,
I think the first thing that he said amongst
the group when we sat together was, let's do
something which the team wants, not what
you want," said Suryakumar.

The Indian skipper refused to talk about the
tough period Samson had as he was in and
out of the side and was made to bat in the
middle-order. However, he said that
Samson played a courageous knock and
deserves all the plaudits."In life, we've seen
so many things, so many ups and downs. I
don't want to take you back to what
happened in the whole year, losing his
position, batting out of position, and then
coming back batting at the same position."

"It's not easy to win the World Cup. The World
Cups, the ICC tournaments, the games
which you play in ICC tournaments are won
by courageous people, and this was a
courageous knock.

Abhishek Sharma's lack of
form: His head is muddled,
says Anil Kumble

MEXICO CITY. (Agency)

Team India secured their passage into the
semi-finals of the T20 World Cup 2026, but
concerns remain over opener Abhishek
Sharma's form, as the young batsman was
dismissed for 10 off 11 balls, continuing a
difficult run in the tournament.

India vs West Indies: Scorecard | Highlights

Abhishek's struggles have become a focus of
discussion as India prepares to face England
in the second semifinal following their five-
wicket win over the West Indies in Kolkata.
The opener scored a fifty against Zimbabwe
but once again failed to make the most of his
chance in Kolkata. Abhishek has scored 80
runs in six matches with an average of 13.33
and a strike-rate of 131.14. Speaking on
ESPNCricinfo, Kumble said that the
opener's head seems to be a bit muddled at

the moment and there is a clear lack of
confidence."The head is a bit muddled.
There is lack of confidence. You want others
to take the pressure off and India have done
well. Now that India have won, he'll say, I
need to start contributing. England will pose
adifferent challenge. They also have Jacks. I
don't see Harry Brook holding back Jacks.
He has bowled in the powerplay, so he bowls
well," said Kumble.

'NO FINGER POINTING FORNOW'

Former South Africa captain Faf du Plessis
commented on the situation and said that
India's win will shield Abhishek for now. Du
Plessis said that the conversation now will
be if the opener can turn things around in the
semi-final. The nice thing is that they won.
When you are winning, the guy that is out of
form gets carried by the team. If you lose,
there is finger-pointing. A guy needs to take
the brunt of the loss. So, if India would have
lost tonight, there would have been a lot of
finger-pointing at him. So now there is a
hopeful outlook - can he do it in the
semifinals or can he turn it around?" du
Plessis said.

Not built in a day: The making of Jammu
& Kashmir's Ranii Trophy triumph

For decades, Jammu & Kashmir
flirted with promise without
sustaining it. Their maiden Ranji
Trophy title was no miracle, but
the product of structural reform,
cultural reset, and relentless
discipline. It is proof that
ambition, when engineered
properly, can fimally endure.

New Delhi. (Agency)

The snow-clad peaks of the Pir Panjal range

have long looked down upon a cricketing
culture defined by what-ifs. On most winter
mornings in Jammu, the outfield wears a thin
veil of frost. Fast bowlers love it. Batters
endure it. For decades, this was the rhythm of

cricket in Jammu & Kashmir: seam-friendly
pitches, fleeting promise, and seasons that
dissolved before spring. For over sixty
years, J&K were the romantic underdogs of
the Ranji Trophy.That changed on a
sweltering afternoon in Hubballi,
Karnataka. When J&K secured their
maiden Ranji Trophy title after
overcoming the eight-time champions
Karnataka in the final, a watershed
moment unfolded. A 291-run first-
innings lead and a second-innings batting |
masterclass had turned the impossible
into a foregone conclusion.

The trophy was lifted in 2026, but the first
bricks had been laid years earlier, in a
radical restructuring that moved J&K
from a collection of isolated talents to a
professional powerhouse.

For decades, J&K cricket oscillated between
promise and frustration. Talent emerged -
Parvez Rasool, Umran Malik, Vivrant
Sharma - but the structure around it remained
inconsistent. Infrastructure lagged.
Preparation was regional. Ambition was
cautious.The shift began with a sub-
committee formed to rethink everything.

"The main reason I would say is the vision of “The most significant change was that we
Mithun Manhas," said Brigadier Anil Gupta,
who was part of that restructuring body along
with Manhas and then BCCI secretary Jay
Shah."He played cricket in J&K and he

created red-mitti wickets in Jammu. When
our team used to go and play outside, they
used to struggle because there was no
practice on red-clay wickets. Once we made
that change, the difference was what we
saw last year - in Mumbai, we saw the
result.”

o .+ For years, J&K players had grown up on

wanted to make some drastic changes."

Those changes were both structural and

cultural."Among those drastic changes was
that we selected a coach who was not from

here. We selected a captain who was not from

J&K. We selected a support staff team that
was given continuity."

THE RED MITTITRANSFORMATION

And then came the most literal transformation.

Daniil Medvedev stranded in Dubai with
his family due to Middle East conflict

Former world No. 1 Daniil
Medvedev, along with his family
and team, was stranded in Dubai
on Sunday, a day after winning the
Dubai Duty Free Tennis
Championships for his 23rd career

ATP tile.

Bayamon. (Agency)

Former world No. 1 Daniil Medvedev's title-
winning week in Dubai has taken an
unexpected turn, with the Russian star, his
family and his team stranded in the United
Arab Emirates after regional airspace was
shut down following escalating tensions in
the Middle East.The disruption came a day
after Medvedev clinched the Dubai Duty
Free Tennis Championships title, his 23rd
career ATP crown. The airspace closure
followed the United States' airstrikes on
Iran on Saturday, leaving several players
unable to leave the country.Medvedev told
Bolshe Tennis in Russian that there is no
clarity on when flights will resume."The
situation is unusual, but basically, the only

120 World Cup: Sunil Gavaskar, Ravi Shastri

thing is that the airspace is closed,
naturally," Medvedev said. "So, no one
knows when we'll be able to fly out. It's not
clear whether this will last long or
not."We're just waiting to see what happens
in the coming hours or days. They keep

gradually pushing back the airport
reopening time."

The 2021 US Open champion said he has

remained calm despite the uncertainty.

"As strange as that sounds, on the court, I'm

very emotional, but in real life, it might
actually help me to be more emotional at
times - so, for me, everything is normal,"
Medvedev said. "Naturally, I've received a
lot of messages from friends and family, and
everyone is worried, but I can say for my
part that everything is fine."Several other
players are also stranded in Dubali,

With the Indian Wells tournament around the

green surfaces that rewarded seam
bowling. But championships in India are
often decided on the grind of playing
across different types of pitches.
Exposure was no longer accidental; it was
engineered.”We backed the talent,"
Gupta said. "We wanted the talents to
apply themselves."

PROCESSOVERHYPE

When Ajay Sharma joined as head coach, the
framework was in place. What remained was
mindset."] believe that behind everything
there is a proper process," Sharma said.

From the beginning, expectations were
explicit."Mithun Manhas also had a vision
when he brought me in as coach—he said,
brother, we have to win the Ranji Trophy."

The ambition had evolved.

The batter who came in from the

cold: Sanju Samson's night,
Eden Gardens' legend

New Delhi. (Agency)

History loves Kolkata's Eden Gardens. It likes to

including fellow Russians Andrey Rublev
and Mirra Andreeva, as well as Dutchman
Tallon Griekspoor. Griekspoor withdrew
from the Dubai final due to a left hamstring
injury sustained during his semifinal win
over Rublev.The players are scheduled to
compete at the BNP Paribas Open in
Indian Wells, California, where main-
draw action begins on Wednesday.
Medvedev and Rublev are also slated to
take part in The Eisenhower Cup mixed
doubles exhibition on Tuesday.
Medvedev's partner is Andreeva, while
Rublev is set to team up with American
Amanda Anisimova.Canadian Felix
Auger-Aliassime, who lost to Medvedev
in the semifinals, managed to depart on
one of the final flights out of Dubai on
Saturday. According to reports, he has
reached Indian Wells and was scheduled to
practise on Sunday.Doubles players Harri
Heliovaara, Mate Pavic, Henry Patten and
Marcelo Arevalo are also reportedly
stranded. Heliovaara and Patten had
defeated Pavic and Arevalo in the Dubai
doubles final.

corner, players, coaches and officials now
face a wait for further updates, hoping the
airspace reopens in time to avoid disruption
to the ATP calendar.

slam mid-match laser show in Kolkata

Kolkata. (Agency)

Former India captains Sunil Gavaskar and
Ravi Shastri on Sunday questioned the need
for a laser show during the drinks break of
the T20 World Cup Super Eights clash
between India and West Indies at the Eden
Gardens in Kolkata.

India vs West Indies: Scorecard | Highlights
India were 53 for two in pursuit of 196 when

the powerplay ended and the scheduled
break was taken. Truth be told, the hosts
were in a spot of bother, having lost
Abhishek Sharma and Ishan Kishan without
much contribution. It was a high-intensity
contest where any lapse in concentration
could have proved costly.Yet, during the
three-minute interval, the stadium lights
were dimmed and a laser show was
conducted, briefly plunging the ground into
darkness. The spectacle lasted close to three

minutes, leaving Sanju Samson and
Suryakumar Yadav to readjust to the
floodlights once play resumed.

Both Gavaskar and Shastri raised concerns

that the sudden change in lighting
conditions could disrupt the batters' focus
and vision."The laser show during the two-
and-a-half or three minutes of the drinks
break it's not easy on the batters, or anybody

Shastri echoed the sentiment, emphasising the

for that matter," Gavaskar said on
commentary."To get your eyes used to the
light, to get the bright lights again, you
have darkness around you."Gavaskar
questioned whether such entertainment
was necessary during a global
tournament.

"You have a laser thing going on. This is the
World Cup. And for two and a half
minutes, do you need this kind of
entertainment?In the IPL, it's fine in the
middle of the IPL. Not in the knockouts,

but in the middle of the IPL, that is fine. But

at the moment here, in the World Cup, do we
need these laser shows in the middle of the
drinks break, at the drinks interval?"

impact on players' concentration.

"And from the players' point of view, to switch

back on, is never easy. It's serious stuff."

be written on its haloed greens. It yearns to be
witnessed from its noisy stands. And no cricket
match here is just a game-it is almost always a
legend.

India vs West Indies: Scorecard | Highlights
Sunday (March 1) was destined to be an ode to

Sanju Samson. The ground was ready. India
needed to beat West Indies in what was
effectively a quarter-final of the T20 World
Cup. The target, 196, was a mountain. India had
never climbed more than 173 in a T20 World
Cup.Cometh the hour, cometh the man. But
that man was never expected to be Samson.

SUCHALONGJOURNEY
Samson made his T20I debut in 2015, a 20-year-

old from Kerala with soft hands, a still head,
and a gift for the outrageous stroke. Eleven
years later, he had played only 59 T20Is. Fifty-
nine. The number sits uncomfortably beside his
talent, like a biography with half its chapters
torn out.He was repeatedly set aside.

Sometimes to accommodate others.
Sometimes because of his own failures. He was
cast as a reserve in a squad that always had
someone else ahead of him, a name on the
fringes of selection meetings. He was a player
perpetually described as gifted, as if the gift
was a curse, a prophecy standing between him
and his destiny.He entered this World Cup
squad as the first-choice opener. Then two
things happened: failure and Ishan Kishan.
Soon he was the back-up opener, thrust into the
XI only because oppositions had begun
targeting India's left-hander heavy batting line-
up with offspinners. Even his opportunity
arrived through the back door. And yet, when
the door opened, Samson walked through it as
though he had always known it would.

THE LEGEND OF EDEN
There is something about the Eden Gardens that

defies logic. On this ground, failure often
begins with a celebration—almost like a cruel
joke.

[ran conflict: Women wrestlers safe, accommodated
In hotel near Tirana airport; Head coach

- Around Rs 4 lakh has been
transferred to my hank
account for hotel, food and
other expenses during our
stay here, says Dahiya

New Delhi. (Agency)

“Women's wrestling team head coach Virender
Dahiya said all his wards are safe and have
been shifted to a hotel near Tirana airport in
Albania. As many as 16 wrestlers along with
the support staff including Dahiya reached
the country to compete in the second
Ranking Series that began on February 25.

They were scheduled to fly back to India on
Sunday morning via Dubai but their flight
got cancelled due to US-Israel attacks on
Iran. The men's freestyle team returned to the

country as their competition got over a
couple of days ago. The bouts for men's
Greco-Roman wrestlers are underway and
even they might have to change their
itinerary given the global crisis.

"We are safe here and have been shifted to a

good hotel near the airport," Dahiya told The
New Indian Express from Tirana. The coach
said the Wrestling Federation of India (WFTI)
president Sanjay Kumar Singh, former chief
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh and other office-
bearers spoke to him and the wrestlers and
assured them of every possible help.

"Brij Bhushan sir even transferred Rs 4 lakh to

my account so that we can pay for
accommodation, food and other necessary
stuff here in Albania. All of them personally
spoke to us and assured us all the help we
needed. The federation is trying to arrange an
alternative flight for us through a different
route," the coach added.India women won
three silver medals and two bronze in the
competition. Priyanshi Prajapat (50kg),
Meenakshi (53kg) and Neha (57kg) finished

second in their respective weight categories

vl

I
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time on Sunday. The coach communicated
the same to the WFI following which the
federation arranged accommodation for
them.The wrestlers are alone to get
stranded due to the global crisis as two-

while Muskan (50kg) and Savita (62kg)
returned with a bronze each. Earlier, Sujeet
Kalkal clinched the gold medal in the 65kg
weight category.The wrestlers were
provided accommodation by the organisers
but had to vacate their rooms by 11AM local

Sl
|

time Olympic medallist PV Sindhu also
got stuck at the Dubai International
Airport since Saturday. She was
supposed to board a flight for
Birmingham to take part in the All
England Championships scheduled
from March 3 to 8 but has been stuck at
the airport along with her team members
— coach, training, physio et all, just
waiting to get out of this tense
situation.The closure of airspace over
gulf has forced the Badminton
Association of India (BAI) to change
travel plans for other shuttlers as well.
They were supposed to leave for England
later than Sindhu. The BAI, along with the
help of Sports Authority of India, has
informed that some of the shuttlers are now
leaving via airports in Africa and Singapore.
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Rashmika

Mandanna

And Vijay Deverakonda Fly Economy
After Wedding, Leave Fans Surprised

Rashmika Mandanna and Vijay Deverakonda got married on

February 26, in a beautiful traditional ceremony in Udaipur.
Fans went gaga over the dreamy photos from their wedding
ceremony. A day after tying the knot, the couple headed back to
Hyderabad, and much to their fans’ surprise, they were seen flying
economy class. A video of the newly married couple boarding the
commercial flight from Udaipur is going viral on social media. They
were seen beaming with joy as they headed to their seats.
Rashmika Mandanna Shares ‘Yay’ Moment On Flight After
Wedding With Vijay Deverakonda
The video shared by a makeup artist on Instagram shows Rashmika
and Vijay on their flight back to Hyderabad from Udaipur. The
‘Liger’ actor was all smiles as he interacted with the crew and waited
for them to be seated. Meanwhile, Rashmika was also seen grinning
widely and excitedly waving at the passengers who cheered for them.
She made a small ‘yay’ gesture, expressing her joy. Check out the
video below!

¢ video was posted with the caption, “And finally here is Mr & Mrs
Jeverakonda." Netizens gushed over the newly married couple,
vhile some were surprised to see them travelling in economy. “I
on’t know why I'm so happy for them.," wrote one fan, while
another one commented, “Her happiness is gorgeous." A third
netizen wrote, “They fly economy?" while another comment read,
“Flying economy after their wedding, thought they’d fly private."
He gave her the window seat!!! Green forest,” pointed out one
netizen. Meanwhile, a few social media users claimed that Rashmika
“and Vijay booked the whole flight for the wedding guests. “This
- makes sense, they booked the whole flight," read a comment.
Vijay Deverakonda’s Note After Marriage With Rashmika
Mandanna Goes Viral
After their wedding, Vijay and Rashmika shared dreamy photos from
their wedding along with heartfelt notes for each other. Vijay's
caption for his ladylove won hearts, and netizens couldn’t stop
gushing over the couple. “One day,  missed her. Missed her in a way
that made me feel like my day would’ve been better if she were
around. Like my meals would’ve felt more wholesome if she were
sitting across from me.

Bhumi Pednekar

Bhumi Pednekar Says ‘Hope Came True’ As She
Celebrates One Month Of Daldal, Shares BTS Momenth :

Bmonth since its release. Marking the special

milestone, the actress took to social media to share an
action-packed behind-the-scenes (BTS) video from the
sets, giving fans a glimpse of the intense effort that
went into creating the gripping drama.

Taking to her Instagram handle, Bhumi Pednekar shared  decisionifeverything falls in place.”
the raw video featuring all the major action scenes and Bhumi Pednekar On Playing A ‘Flawed, Broken’ Cop
also penned a thank-you note for her fans. She " - _‘ n o\
writes, “It’s been one month since Daldal
released... and I have spent these weeks feeling
nothing but gratitude. Looking back at these BTS
moments reminds me of the chaos, the nerves,
the long days, and the quiet in-betweens that
shaped this journey. But more than anything, it
reminds me of the love that came after. In the last
month, I have read your messages. seen your
edits, received your calls, watched your videos,
and gone through every DM... sometimes twice.
Thank you for opening your hearts to the show.
Thank you for holding the characters with so
much warmth. Thank you for seeing the effort,
the intention, the honesty we tried to bring to
every frame. As artists, we hope silently that our In Daldal
work reaches people in the way we imagined it. With DCP Rita Ferreira of the Mumbai Crime Branch,
Daldal, that hope came true because of you." One ofthe  played by Bhumi Pednekar, is at the core of the
fans wrote, “Thank you for this wonderful piece of storm. Now, the actress has opened up about
work everyone all the actors and the entire team.” her character. “Rita is a cop, but she’s

Bhumi Pednekar’s Daldal To Return With Season 2? extremely flawed, broken, complex,

Well, now there is growing buzz around the return of  complicated. She has more shades of black
psychological crime thriller as creator Suresh Triveni  than white, which isn’t how we usually see
recently opened up about plans for a possible second  cops portrayed on screen," Bhumi told Elle
season. He revealed that the team is keen to continue India. I got to play a hero while doing a lot of
the gripping narrative, raising hopes among fans. Mid-  anti-hero things," she added.

humi Pednekar has been enjoying the love sheis  day quoted creator Suresh Triveni talking about the
second season of the series. He said, “We are ready to
go for it. The writers have given three to four years
working on the show, and they reraring to go." Triveni
mentioned he has ideas to explore them further. He
shared. “We have a couple of ideas. Also, I'm taking all

the feedback from season one. We will take the right

Akshay Kumar, Wamiqa Gabbi Kick
0ff Bhoot Bangla Promotions In
Nashik

kshay Kumar and Wamiqa Gabbi have

officially kickstarted promotions for their

upcoming horror comedy Bhoot Bangla,
setting the tone for what promises to be one of the
most anticipated genre releases of the year. The
actors were spotted heading to Nashik for the first
leg of promotions, dressed in coordinated white
shirts and blue denim, drawing attention for their
easy camaraderie.

Sharing glimpses from the journey on social media,
Wamiqga wrote, “Heading towards Nashik...
starting first day of promotions of Bhoot Bangla. ..
need your wishes and prayers," signalling the
beginning of the film’s promotional campaign.

The film marks Wamiga’'s first on-screen
collaboration with Akshay Kumar and also
reunites Akshay with director Priyadarshan after a
gap of 14 years.

About Bhoot Bangla: A Return To Classic Horror
Comedy

Directed by Priyadarshan, Bhoot Bangla blends old-
school slapstick humour with atmospheric horror
elements, a combination that has previously
delivered culthits in Hindi cinema.,

Set against the backdrop of a mysterious, crumbling
mansion steeped in folklore, the film revolves
around characters who find themselves entangled
in supernatural chaos. The “bangla" i the title
refers to an ancestral estate believed to be haunted,
with secrets buried within its walls. What begins as
aroutine visit gradually spirals into a series of eerie
yet comedic encounters involving restless spirits,
hidden passageways and unexpected twists.

Known for his mastery in balancing humour with
tension, Priyadarshan has crafted the film with
practical effects, situational comedy and
character-driven chaos rather than relying solely
on jump scares. The narrative draws inspiration
from classic haunted-house tales while adding a
contemporary layer of satire, misunderstandings
and supernatural mischief. The tone carries shades
of Priyadarshan’s earlier comic sensibilities while
leaning into a darker, more atmospheric setting,
making it nostalgic yet fresh.

Bengali Actress Subhashree
Ganguly Stranded In Dubai With
Son After Flight Cancellations

0 o

light suspensions linked to escalating tensions
in West Asia have left several Indian nationals

Funab]e to return home, including actor

Subhashree Ganguly and her young
son.Subhashree had travelled to Dubai with her son
Yuvaan during his school holidays. However, amid
the ongoing conflict in the region and subsequent
airspace restrictions, she has been unable to fly back
to India. According to her husband. filmmaker Raj
Chakraborty, both mother and son are safe and
following official advisories.

Authorities in the UAE have reportedly advised
residents and visitors to remain indoors as a
precaution. Subhashree and her son are complying
with the instructions while monitoring
developments closely.

The disruption in travel services follows heightened
tensions in the Middle East after military strikes
involving the United States and Isracl targeting
sites in Iran. As a precaution, parts of Gulf airspace
have faced temporary closures, leading to
widespread flight cancellations and uncertainty for
travellers.

Actor Sonal Chauhan has also been affected by the
cancellations. She publicly appealed for assistance
after finding herself stranded in Dubai without a
confirmed return plan.

Addressing Prime Minister Narendra Modi through
social media, Chauhan wrote, “Hon’ble PM
(@narendramodi ji,  am currently stranded in Dubai
due to the ongoing crisis."In a subsequent message,
she added, “With flights canceled and no clear way
to return to India, I respectfully seek the
Government’s guidance for a safe journey home.
Grateful for any support extended."

Her appeal drew significant attention online, with
some users urging authorities to intervene swiftly.
One social media user commented, “Requesting
concerned authorities to please look into this
urgently. Citizens® safety should be the top
priority." Others advised her to reach out directly to
Indian diplomatic officials in the UAE.

Chauhan is known for her work in Hindi and Telugu
cinema and gained recognition after starring
opposite Emraan Hashmi in Jannat. Before her film
career, she won the Miss World Tourism 2005 title
and worked as amodel.
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