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Measure impact
to award PhD

Scientific journal Nature recently reported about a
PhD in which an engineering doctorate was
assessed primarily on an implemented solution
rather than a traditional dissertation. The defence
focused on a field-tested innovation documented
in use. The evaluation centred on demonstrable
contribution in practice. The work was judged for
usefulness and implementation.Many top-ranked
universities today offer industrial or application-
oriented PhDs. The University of Cambridge, for
example, offers a PhD in industrial engineering in
which research is pursued primarily in an
industrial setting while maintaining the
expectation of original contribution. The
University of Warwick’s engineering doctorate
programme is designed around company-
sponsored problems. It follows a system of dual
academic and industrial supervision. The final
submission is explicitly framed as a portfolio
rather than a single project.

The National University of Singapore offers an
industrial postgraduate programme in which
students conduct doctoral work in partnership
with companies. In this programme, co-
supervision and the requirement that the student
spend substantial time in the company setting are
mandatory. These examples raise a pertinent
question. Why can’t such innovative work in
Indian institutions lead to a practice-oriented or
practical PhDs, making validated application the
primary evidence rather than the usual
publication-plus-thesis requirements?In current
PhD programmes in India and most parts of the
world, we follow a traditional path. Supervisors
and students optimise research for publishable
pieces; paper counts are invariably the goal. Such
outcomes are a direct result of the processes we
have adopted in recruitment, promotion and
graduation. So there is hardly any effort to
promote outcomes that address real constraints,
manufacturability and adoption in live systems.

The traditional PhD pathway will remain in many
disciplines. But, at least in engineering, it is now
time to introduce pragmatic reforms in the form of
a carefully-governed, practical PhD track.
Established Indian institutions must reorient
doctoral programmes to train young scholars who
can convert their doctoral work into robust
products and processes.How can we evaluate
practical PhD programmes based on product or
process development? In a conventional thesis
evaluation, two external examiners, who are
invariably academicians, examine the thesis and
give their recommendations. The process
includes, if required, a revision of the thesis and a
mandatory oral defence. It is not designed to judge
whether the thesis represents a real-world product
or process.For a practical PhD, the examination
panel should bring together academic examiners
and experienced industry practitioners to ensure
both scholarly and applied evaluation. We can
adopt an India-specific approach in which the
panel treats the doctoral output as a rigorously
audited technical dossier. This dossier should
document research contribution, engineering
trade-offs, experimental evidence and path to
deployment. Since a practical PhD is more
relevant in the engineering discipline, we can
measure the maturity of the presented work
through technology-readiness milestones, third-
party testing and field trials.In current PhD
programmes in India and most parts of the world,
we follow a traditional path. Supervisors and
students optimise research for publishable pieces;
paper counts are invariably the goal. Such
outcomes are a direct result of the processes we
have adopted in recruitment, promotion and
graduation. So there is hardly any effort to
promote outcomes that address real constraints,
manufacturability and adoption in live systems.

The traditional PhD pathway will remain in many
disciplines. But, at least in engineering, it is now
time to introduce pragmatic reforms in the form of
a carefully-governed, practical PhD track.
Established Indian institutions must reorient
doctoral programmes to train young scholars who
can convert their doctoral work into robust
products and processes.

THE Supreme Court has tightened adjournment rules

Ranjit Sagar Dam: Legacy of grit and glory

Despite repeated sethacks, geological challenges and financial delays, the collective resolve of engineers and workers ensured the dam's eventual completion

THE Ranjit Sagar Dam is the youngest member of the

'Dam Family Tree' of the northern region. As per the
Indus Water Treaty signed between India and Pakistan in
1960, the waters of three eastern rivers — the Sutle;,
Beas and Ravi — were allotted exclusively to India.
Three multipurpose river valley projects, especially
flood control-cum-storage dams, were planned and
constructed. A massive concrete dam at Bhakra on the
Sutlej was taken up first, followed by the earthen dams
on the Beas and the Ravi. The Ranjit Sagar Dam is also
known as Thein Dam, named after a small village in
Kathua district of J&K.The Bhakra-Nangal Complex
was commissioned in 1963. A US team, headed by
Harvey Slocum, was the consultant. It
was instrumental in grooming a large
force of Indian construction workers
and engineers. After the completion of
the Bhakra Dam, this force was
transferred to the Beas project. The Beas |
Dam was using indigenous resources,
manpower and technology. The earthen
dam on the Beas was completed in
1974 . However, the next in line, the &
Ranjit Sagar Dam, could not take off in
time. The 1965 and 1971 wars with
Pakistan created a financial strain and
the project had to be deferred for a
decade. This resulted in the non-
utilisation of surplus and skilled
manpower and the equipment spared
from the Bhakra-Beas projects. Some of
the staff were posted to the
neighbouring projects. Some engineers
were sent on assignments in Africa and
South-East Asian countries.Ultimately,
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi laid the
foundation for this project in November, 1985. The
project was also included in the Seventh Five-Year Plan
for adequate funding. Skilled staff and engineers from
the Bhakra-Beas and other projects were recalled and
engaged for the work.

Ranjit Sagar Dam is an earthen dam, similar to the Beas

dam, but smaller in volume. It comprises four tunnels, an
earthen dam, a spillway and a powerhouse. The
construction was taken up with a departmental setup and
work was done around the clock. The dam was
completed by the sweat and toil of a dedicated band of
15,000 workers, technicians and engineers.Over 126

During the course of construction, the dam encountered

some hurdles and natural calamities:

Atthe outset, it was delayed due to financial constraints.

During 1985-88, four tunnels were excavated and
concreting work was going on. However, the September
1988 floods caused by heavy rains over the catchment
area for more than three days brought unparalleled
misery to this project. It resulted in heavy damages to
various dam structures.All embankments and protection
bundhs along the river protecting the upstream and
downstream portals (faces) of the tunnels, the
powerhouse foundation and service roads were flooded
and washed away. As a result, the flood waters entered

the tunnels and filled them with silt, debris, uprooted
trees, animal carcasses, etc.

The hard labour was undone in a few seconds. I was then

the Executive Engineer. We stood there helpless and
shocked. This was a big setback, delaying the project by
two-three years. The demoralisation was such that the
abandonment of the project was also considered.

Tunnelling work is the most challenging and hazardous

job in civil engineering, especially when geological
surprises strike. RS Gill, eminent engineer, who was also
Chairman of the consultant committee, held many
meetings with engineers and workers to lift their spirits.

workers and other associates laid down their lives during He reminded them that some hazards had also been faced

the construction period. We salute these martyrs.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on March 4, 2001.
Ithas now completed 25 years of successful operations.

at Bhakra and Beas dams and were overcome.

The dam was commissioned and dedicated to the nationby 1he Bhakra Dam site has the distinction of having been

visited 13 times by Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
during the construction period. However, the Beas Dam

H

was not lucky in this respect. The Ranjit Sagar Dam site
was also visited by three PMs — Rajiv Gandhi in 1985,
PV Narasimha Rao in 1995 and Atal Bihari Vajpayee in
2001 (dedication ceremony).

owever, jovial moments too were a part of the process.
Engineers remained busy monitoring the progress,
estimates, accounts, arrears, etc. More heat than light was
generated during the meetings because of work tension.
Some lighter moments are as follows:

Once a villager visited the house of the Chief Engineer to

A

complain about land payment on a winter morning and
rang the bell. The Chief Engineer, who was in a night suit,
opened the door and said: "Bataayen, kya baat hai?”
(what's the matter). He responded,
"Yaar, maine aapse baat nahi karni.
Apne Chief ko bhejo. Aur thand bahut
zyada hai, ek chai ka cup aur biscuit
bejh do.” (I don't want to talk to you,
send your Chief. Also, send a cup of tea
and biscuits to warm me up.) Sir just
enjoyed the moment. The GM decided
to have a security check at the dam site.
He wore casuals, got into a different
car with the driver and set out for the
site. At the check post, the security
personnel asked the driver his name
and the occupant with him. The driver
recorded his name and said: "GM Sir is
in the car."The personnel peeped in
and said, "Yaar, jhooth kyu bol rahe ho.
Hum GM sahab ko pehchante hain,
woh hamesha proper dress mein rehte
hain.” (Please don't lie. We recognise
GM Sahab, he is always well dressed).
Before the driver could object, he
added, "Mujhe lagta hai, tu apne kisi
rishtedar ko dam dikhane ja raha hai aur naam GM Sahab
ka le raha hai.” (You are taking your relative or friend for
a free ride and taking GM Sahab's name)." The driver got
enraged and a verbal bout started. The GM signalled the
driver to return. He asked, "Sir, woh surprise check?" The
GM smiled: "Ho to gaya hai. I am happy with the security
arrangement as even the GM is not allowed."

n officer told his wife that he would return home late as
the foundation of the dam was being laid that day. His
wife protested, saying: "What have you been doing at the
dam for the last five years if it was to start today?"

The Ranjit Sagar Dam has completed 25 years and has been

Adjournment culture: SC revises rules in a bid to reduce delays

ushering prosperity in Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and
J&K. The dam’s administrative control rests, by and
large, with the Punjab government, as per the agreements
with the states concerned. It is not under the BBMB’s

control.

Delays are not merely an administrative issue — they have real human costs

in a welcome attempt to improve judicial efficiency
and reduce procedural delays. The adjournment
culture — aptly summed up by Sunny Deol’s iconic
line, “tareekh pe tareekh”, in the 1993 film Damini
— continues to be a major stumbling block for the
justice delivery system. It reflects the frustrating
reality of delayed justice in India — hearings are
repeatedly deferred and litigants are left waiting for |
years, sometimes decades, for closure. Some
hapless ones even die before the verdict is
delivered.The SC has drawn a firm line between
necessity and convenience by restricting
adjournments to truly exceptional circumstances
such as bereavement or serious health issues.
Equally significant is the emphasis on transparency
and accountability: parties must now disclose
specific reasons and the number of prior
adjournments. This is expected to curb frequent
deferment. The procedural safeguards introduced
are also noteworthy. Mandatory advance notice to the

opposing party, the opportunity to object, and strict
deadlines for submissions can ensure that adjournment

India up against Hormuz dilemma

Tehran’s transactional diplomacy is a severe test of Delhi’s strategic autonomy

e

- aﬂi )

requests are no longer unilateral or last-minute
tactics. Such measures are aimed at promoting
fairness while ensuring optimal use of the
court’s valuable time.

This reform is particularly critical as over 92,000
cases are pending in the Supreme Court; the
backlog is around 64 lakh in high courts and a
staggering 4.8 crore in lower courts. Delays are
not merely an administrative issue — they have
real human costs. When cases outlive the
litigants themselves, the system risks losing its
constitutional and moral legitimacy.
Ultimately, the stricter and more structured
framework is about changing the mindset as
much as procedure. The legal community
needs to move away from viewing
adjournments as a routine matter. The onus is
on key stakeholders — lawyers, litigants and
judges — to embrace this shift and translate
intent into lasting change. Collective efforts are

amust to consign “tareekh pe tareekh” to history.

IN 2003, then Chinese President Hu Jintao’s
acknowledgment of his country’s “Malacca dilemma”
drew global attention to that Southeast Asian maritime
chokepoint, even as the Indian Navy’s (IN) maritime
strategy had long identified the Strait of Hormuz as the
true jugular vein of global energy. Linking the Persian
Gulf'to the Arabian Sea, its closure would, according to
the IN assessment, “severely affect the energy security
of many nations, including India.” This vulnerability is
shared by the world’s other leading oil importers,
notably China, Japan and South Korea.

With India’s 23 oil refineries demanding over 5 million
barrels of crude daily, the country’s economic and
industrial well-being depend on the assured arrival of 2-
3 very large crude carriers every day at our west coast
ports. Similarly, one ship carrying liquefied natural gas
must arrive at one of our “regasification” terminals daily
to maintain the national gas grid. Apart from the pain
that energy shortages will inflict on the economy and
citizens, there will also be second-order adverse effects
on sectors like fertilisers and pharmaceuticals.

Iran’s blockade of the crucial Strait of Hormuz is the
spearhead of its determined response to the unprovoked
US-Israel air campaign targeting Iranian leadership,
nuclear facilities and missile infrastructure. The newly
chosen Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Mojtaba
Khamenei, has adopted a defiant “war of survival”
strategy, in which weaponisation of the 30-km-wide
Strait of Hormuz aims to achieve two disruptive aims.

First, by posing a threat to oil tankers with sea mines and
low-cost drones, Iran has sent maritime insurance
premiums and freight rates skyrocketing, paralysing
shipping traffic. Second, by lining the strait’s northern

The US Navy has baulked at entering what it fears has

become a “kill box™ for its warships. By holding the
global energy supply chain hostage, Tehran is issuing an
ultimatum: if the US-Israeli alliance is hell-bent on

wreaking destruction upon Iran, it will ensure that the
global economy suffers intolerable damage.By granting
only conditional approval to Indian-flagged tankers and
requiring “case-by-case” diplomatic clearances for each
transit through Hormuz, Tehran is reminding us that
while India may be a “major defence partner” of the US,
itis physically tethered to the Persian Gulf. The emergent

situation has confronted India with a “Hormuz
dilemma”, characterised by severe restrictions on its
energy supplies and the adoption by Tehran of
transactional diplomacy. This represents not merely an
economic crisis in the making but also a severe test of

India’s “strategic autonomy”.

shore with missile batteries and “swarms” of aerial and It is tempting to conclude that India’s current predicament

seaborne drones, Iran has created a formidable deterrent.

is a direct consequence of its open alignment with Israel,

but that may not be the full story. It is true that building
on the momentum of the Abraham Accords, signed
during the first Trump administration, the US-Israel-
India triad witnessed unprecedented synergy, including
radical initiatives like the 12U2 (India-Israel-US-UAE)
economic partnership, also dubbed the “West Asian
Quad”, and the India-Middle East-Europe Corridor
(IMEC) connecting India to Europe via Israel.
Underpinned by US strategic backing, these initiatives
would have helped in the assimilation of Israel into its
West Asian neighbourhood.However, labelling India’s
posture as a simple act of “ingratiation” ignores two
major compulsions that shape its international
relationships. Firstly, the geopolitical realities of a
hostile neighbourhood, coupled with a laggard
military-industrial complex, have pushed it to seek
advanced military hardware as well as high-end
weapon/sensor technology from abroad. Secondly, the
prevailing economic-technological-military
asymmetry vis-a-vis an assertive China requires that
India seeks a hedge or partner in the Indo-Pacific.In their
anxiety to find obliging partners for the above, Indian
statesmen and diplomats seem to overlook some simple
realities. Firstly, the sheer magnitude of India’s military
requirements makes it a most lucrative customer, and
arms-producing nations do us no favour by selling
hardware (mostly at outrageous prices). Not only do the
cash advances paid by us help amortise a company’s
R&D expenses, but there have been many live instances
where shipyards, aircraft and missile manufacturers on
the brink of bankruptcy have been rescued by a hefty
Indian contract.Secondly, every “strategic partnership”
is a two-way street, and any nation that takes a
considered decision to engage with India — the world’s
most populous nation, having significant economic and

military heft— has as much to gain from the relationship
as does India.India’s leadership must not consider itself
“beholden” to any single power — be it Russia, the US,
Israel or France — for its core security interests. The
earlier we attain genuine self-reliance in key
technologies — current and futuristic — the stronger
will be our posture of “strategic autonomy”’.One hopes
that populist political aspirations having been met, the
nation will be able to allocate adequate resources to the
serious pursuit of science and technology, which is the
only path to the attainment of great-power status. PM
Modi’s exhortation to attain Atmanirbharta must be
faithfully implemented, not just as a slogan, but through
heavy investment in R&D and by encouraging the spirit
of genuine innovation among the youth.The genocidal
war in Gaza and the ongoing Persian Gulf conflict,
coupled with the “civilisational” rhetoric emerging from
the Trump administration, signal the demise of the post-
WWII “rules-based order” and Western liberalism. This
shift confirms Samuel Huntington’s 1996 prophecy of a
“Clash of Civilisations™ as an emerging reality, which is
widening the schism between the Western bloc and the
Global South. Clearly, discrimination on the basis of
race, colour and faith is gaining over the spirit of
universalism that we had briefly glimpsed.In this
turmoil, India must consider breaking its traditional
mould to resume leadership of the Global South.
Capable of engaging all sides, India is uniquely
positioned to act as a bridge across these deepening
divides. By spearheading initiatives in energy
diplomacy, maritime security and climate justice, New
Delhi can transform “strategic autonomy” from a
defensive posture into a proactive leadership role that
stabilises a fractured global landscape, while retaining
its ethical moorings.
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Oil shock deepens as West Asia war

Indian equity markets show
'structural resilience’ amid
FIl outflows

New Delhi,.(Agency)

The Indian equity markets are demonstrating
'structural resilience' despite intense global macro
headwinds and foreign institutional investors (FII)
outflows, according to analysts. For the week
ending March 20, a persistent risk-off sentiment
among FIIs was observed, with weekly net outflows
totaling Rs 29,718.9 crore. This exodus, coupled
with a surging US Dollar index, pressured the
Indian rupee to a provisional record low of 93.71.
“Remarkably, the Nifty 50 maintained its integrity,
closing at 23,114.50 (+0.49 per cent) as domestic
institutional investors (DIIs) acted as a formidable
counterforce with weekly net purchases of Rs
30,269.23 crore,” said Vinit Bolinjkar, Head of
Research-Ventura.Markets ended the week on a
largely flat note with a negative bias, reflecting
underlying caution among participants. The tone
remained positive during the first three sessions;
however, a sharp decline on Thursday erased the
gains, followed by a volatile final session.

Consequently, Nifty declined 0.16 per cent to close at
23,114.50, while Sensex edged lower by 0.04 per
cent to settle at 74,532.96.During the initial
sessions, sentiment was supported by partial
resumption of vessel movement through the Strait
of Hormuz. “However, renewed geopolitical
tensions following Israel’s attack on Iran’s energy
infrastructure pushed crude oil prices back toward
recent highs near USD 119 per barrel. Although
prices moderated slightly thereafter, they remain
elevated,” said Ajit Mishra—SVP, Research,
Religare Broking Ltd.Additionally, continued
weakness in the rupee against the US dollar and
subdued global market cues, particularly from the
US, added to the pressure.

This was reflected in sustained FII outflows during
the week.Given the fragile sentiment, persistent FII
outflows, and ongoing global uncertainties,
investors should maintain a cautious and selective
approach. Positioning should favour fundamentally
strong large-cap stocks and sectorswith stable
earnings visibility, said analysts.

While Brent crude remains volatile near USD 107 per
barrel due to West Asian tensions, the stabilisation
of the India VIX at 22.81 suggests a market base is
forming. “We maintain a range-bound outlook
between 22,800 and 23,300, with a positive bias
contingent on the stabilisation of global energy
prices and a cooling of the currency's volatility,”
said market observers.

Diesel price: Bulk diesel
price hike rolled back for
Gujarat fishermen, will be
treated as special exception

New Delhi.(Agency)

Fishermen in Gujarat will continue to receive diesel at
subsidised rates after the Centre decided to roll back
arecent steep increase in bulk fuel prices, following
a request from the state government. The relief
comes after oil companies raised the price of bulk
diesel by Rs 22.43 per litre for industrial users earlier
in the week, in response to rising global crude prices
amid the ongoing supply disruption due to the
Middle East war.The hike had also been extended to
diesel supplied to fishing boats, triggering concern
among the state’s fishing community. Fisheries
minister Jitu Vaghani said that the Gujarat
government intervened, urging the Centre to treat
fishermen as retail consumers and provide a “special
exception” to shield them from the increase.After
the price hikes were announced, many
manufactureres and transporters across the state
were left struggling amid already existing pressures
from inflaction and energy market volatility.“Under
the guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
Centre has accepted this reasonable representation
of the fishermen of Gujarat. The Centre has
instructed Bharat Petroleum to withdraw the
increase of Rs 22.43 in the price of diesel used in
fishermen’s boats," an official release said.It added
that “a representation was made to Vaghani, MLAs,
local leaders and various fisheries organisations.
Considering the seriousness of the matter, Vaghani,
under the guidance of the chief minister, made a
representation to the Centre to intervene in the
matter.”“So, the fishermen of the state will now
receive diesel at the previously decided concessional
rate,” it added.The state had earlier entered into an
agreement with Bharat Petroleum to supply diesel to
fishermen at discounted prices. However, the recent
revision had pushed up costs until the rollback was
approved.The broader price revision comes at a time
when global oil markets have been volatile. Bulk
diesel prices in Delhi, for instance, were raised from
Rs 87.67 per litre to Rs 109.59, even as retail fuel
prices remained unchanged. Petrol in the national
capital continues to be priced at Rs 94.77 per litre,
while regular diesel remains at Rs 87.67.

(BI quizzes 3 ex-senior

escalates. Is a global recession coming

A new government directive on
free seat allocation has
triggered sharp opposition from
airlines, who warn it could
push up fares, hurt affordability
and reshape how tickets are
priced across India's aviation
sector.

New Delhi,.(Agency)

More than three weeks after US and Israeli
strikes on Iran triggered a chain of
retaliation across West Asia, the conflict
has spread far beyond its starting point,
hitting energy infrastructure, disrupting
shipping routes and pulling multiple

countries into what is now a region-wide

war.

What began as a geopolitical escalation is
now turning into an economic one, and

oil is at the heart of it.Crude oil is
trading above $110 a barrel. But
the bigger concern is not just the
price. It is the disruption to
supply. The Strait of Hormuz, |
which carries nearly a fifth of |
global oil, is under strain.Tanker
traffic has slowed as ships avoid
the route, insurance costs have
surged, and repeated attacks and
threats have turned one of the
world’s most critical energy
corridors into a high-risk passage.
At the same time, strikes on energy

infrastructure across the Gulf are
beginning to affect refining apacity and
gas supply.That is what is now feeding
into a more urgent question. How far is

the world from arecession?
GLOBALOIL CRISIS

transport at the same time.

“The latest escalation in West Asia involves
direct attacks on both oil supply and

Women billionaires double in 10 years: Hurun
report reveals USD 470 billion wealth boom

New Delhi.(Agency)

The number of self-made women
billionaires worldwide has reached a
record 150 in 2026—double the figure
from a decade ago—while their
combined wealth has surged to USD
470 billion, according to the latest
Hurun report.“The number of
self-made women billionaires has
doubled in ten years to a new
world record of 150,” said Rupert
Hoogewerf, chairman and chief
researcher of Hurun Report,
highlighting the rapid pace of
wealth creation globally.This
sharp rise is being driven by
sectors such as artificial
intelligence, healthcare, and
advanced manufacturing, where
women entrepreneurs are building and
scaling large businesses. The report
notes that wealth has grown by over 50
percent in just three years, reflecting
strong momentum in female-led

enterprises.China dominates the list,
accounting for 78 self-made women
billionaires—more than the rest of the
world combined—while  United

States ranks a distant second. The
report also highlights strong churn,

with 60 new entrants this year,
signalling a widening base of
entrepreneurship.Another key trend is
that over 80 percent of the women on
the current list were not present a
decade ago, underlining how quickly

Atanu Chakraborty |
misfire rather than

New Delhi.(Agency)

When former top bureaucrat of the Union
finance ministry Atanu Chakraborty
resigned as the non-executive
chairman of HDFC Bank on
Wednesday, markets bought into the
message of his resignation letter with a
momentous fall. In two days after his
mention of “values and ethics” in the
letter, the bank lost around Rs 1 lakh
crore in its market value. The fall could
either signify Chakraborty’s stature as
a bureaucrat or a structural problem in
the country’s second largest lender, or
both.The jury is still out on what
caused Chakraborty’s outburst. His
succinct—but sharply
worded—resignation letter has
stumped observers. Was it a case of
dissent at the top or a deliberate push
towards cleaning the labyrinth of
corporate decision making, where mal-
intent could lie latent for years?

Chakraborty took a step back as the
controversy raged. He downplayed the
content of his own letter, calling the

episode “routine” and pulling back
from the insinuations of ethical lapses.
However, insiders argue, Chakraborty
is no novice corporate leader who is
learning the tricks of the trade. He was
a career bureaucrat with experience at
public sector undertakings and the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).People
who have watched him from Gujarat
days know that such a career profile
cannot succumb to behavioural
impulses. What made the charge stick
and lent weight to Chakraborty’s
opinion of the top brass at HDFC Bank
was the bank’s decision to sack three
senior executives over a bond mis-
selling case.Chakraborty had joined
HDFC Bank in 2021 after completing
his stint as the Union finance secretary.
He was at the top of the game in the
government then and went straight to
the top of the corporate leadership at
the bank. Observers say the transition
could have caused discomfort to some
interests at the bank.He had been a
secretary of economic affairs, which

new wealth is being created. A
majority of these billionaires have
built their fortunes through listed
companies, particularly in product-
driven industries, although software
and services are gaining ground.

The report also points to
emerging opportunities in
newer sectors. “Women are
now leading innovation
across artificial
intelligence, healthcare,
and advanced
manufacturing,” Hurun
noted, adding that these
industries are reshaping the
global wealth landscape.

Overall, the findings reflecta
broader shift in global economic
power, with women playing an
increasingly significant role in
entrepreneurship and wealth creation,
even as gaps in access to capital and
opportunities still remain.

A case of

a misfit

put him on the central board of the RBI
and gave him direct exposure to the
regulatory oversight of the banking
system.In the 35 years he gave to the
Indian Administrative Service, he was
tasked to intervene in petroleum,
fertilisers, infrastructure, and finance
sectors at the level of policy and
regulation. As a 1985-batch Gujarat
cadre officer, he spent nearly three
decades in the state before moving to
the Union government—first to the
petroleum ministry in 2016 and later to
the finance ministry in 2018.With time,
he built a reputation of being a capable
administrator with a foot in the
corridors of power in New Delhi. This
profile and network strength equipped
him with the moral and legal compass
to spot intentional or unintended
malfunctioning of any
system.Chakraborty’s experience and
exposure made his placement in the
board of HDFC Bank a relevant fit at a
time when it was contemplating
merger with HDFC Ltd.

The war has moved directly into the global
energy system.Strikes on Iran’s South
Pars gas field disrupted a significant
portion of its output, while retaliation has
extended to oil and gas facilities across

Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the UAE. What
began as a geopolitical escalation is now
affecting production, refining and

critical energy infrastructure, including

production sites and transit chokepoints

such as the Strait of Hormuz,” says

Kaushal Sampat, President at Vayana, a

supply chain finance pltform.

Market estimates suggest that 8 to 10
million barrels per day of supply
could be affected if disruptions
persist. The Strait of Hormuz alone
carries nearly 20 million barrels per
day, which means even partial
disruption has global
consequences.Sampat describes the
situation as a system-level shock. “In
our view, this is not purely short-
term, but a combination of
immediate disruption and emerging
structural risk,” he tells
IndiaToday.in.

“This is not just a price shock; this is also an
availability issue,” says Dr. V K
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist at Geojit Financial Services, a
brokerage and wealth management firm.

Consumer items become more
costly: Input costs blamed,

thanks to the US-Iran war

Kolkata.(Agency)

The US Iran war is has started taking its toll on
consumer items such as television sets and AC
machines, the prices of which are rising with
manufacturers attributing it to the unending
conflict in West Asia, reports have stated.
These costs can be categorised as commodity
costs, logistics costs and energy costs. Reports
have also stated that these hikes in prices can
annul the positive impacts of the GST rejig and
resultant impact sales performance. This
comes within weeks of a round of price rise in
the region of 5-9% for in Jan this year on goods
such as ACs and TVs, citing higher production
costs.The war impact have reportedly pulled
the prices up back to pre-GST levels. The war
has devalued the Indian rupee against the US
dollar, hiked shipping costs, raised some
energy prices and all of these have resulted in
the rise in costs of these consumer goods earlier
than industry experts anticipated. According to
media reports, prominent brands have told their
trade channel partners that the price hikes have
become unavoidable due to the geo political
situation in West Asia.AC prices before
summer

At the onset of summer, it seems to be the AC
prices that have been especially hit hard. The
brands that have felt the pinch and acted
accordingly include giants such as Samsung,
Panasonic, LG, Daikin. According to the
report, on March 20, LG Electronics has
informed that it is compelled to raise AC prices
by as much as 10%. Prices of other goods from
its stable will go up from next month but to a
lesser 5%.Other brands to raise AC prices are
Lloyd, Daikin and Panasonic. While Daikin
India announced increases of up to 12%,
Panasonic is going for a rise between 8% and
12%. Lloyd has hiked prices from march 21.
From the stable of Samsung television sets
have become more expensive with the Korean
giant attributing it to more expensive prices of
chips that power the TV sets.

According to LG Electronics, there has been a
significant and sustained rise in the costs of
inputs in Feb. Availability of raw materials is
also reportedly becoming less smooth.
Hirokazu Kamoda, who heads heating,
ventilation and AC business of Panasonic has
claimed that they now need more lead times to
get raw materials for production.GST gains
nullifiedWhat’s significant is that the higher
consumption that resulted form the GST cuts in
early Sept 2025 could be eroded.

Warburg Pincus-backed Truhome Finance files
DRHP with Sebi for Rs 3,000-crore IPO

Truhome Finance was formerly
known as Shriram Housing
Finance. It was a wholly owned
subsidiary of Shriram Finance

Rs 21.3 lakh as at the end of the Q3FY26
period. It has a pan-India distribution
network of 216 branches spanning
Metropolitan as well as Tier I, Tier Il and
Tier III cities across 19 states and union
territories.

growing affordable housing finance
companies in the country with a CAGR of
31.14% over FY23-FY25 period. It has
maintained asset quality, with gross stage-
3 assets at 1.60% and net stage-3 assets at
1.09% as of December 2025, while the

terms of CAGR of AUM CAGR over
FY25, FY24 and FY23 which stood at
48.58%. It also has the highest AUM per
branch of Rs 107.230 crore as of Dec 31,
2025.The AUM is primarily driven by
housing loans, which account for 57.37%

30+ days pastdue (DPD) stood at 3.15%.

Deployment of IPO proceeds

According to the prospectus, the
IPO proceeds will be utilised to
augment the capital base to meet
the company’s future
requirements including general
corporate purposes and onward
lending. The management
intends to deploy the money over
the course of FY27 and FY28.JM
Financial, IIFL Capital Services,
Jefferies India and Kotak
Mahindra Capital Company have
been appointed the bankers to the
issue. Truhome Finance recently
appointed former SBI Chairman
Dinesh Kumar Khara as its
chairperson for a five-year term.

Truhome Finance business

During the nine months ended December
2025, Truhome Finance disbursed Rs
6382.446 crore in loans. In terms of
disbursement, it is one of the fastest

of total AUM with an average ticket size
. of Rs 19.1 lakh. Loans against
property contribute 39.22% of
AUM with an average ticket
size of Rs 20.7 lakh and other
loan products account for
3.41% of AUM with an average
ticket size of Rs 11.882 million.
Truhome Finance profits
Truhome Finance reported a PAT
of Rs 333.53 crore for Q3FY26
period. Return on assets stood
at 2.66% and return on equity
(RoE) at 11.62% (annualised
for 9MFY26). Total income
surged from Rs 780.496 crore in
FY23 to Rs 1,905.48 Crores in
FY25, while PAT almost
doubled from Rs 137.75 crore to Rs
286.24 crore over the same period.
Operating expenses as a percentage of
disbursements increased from 4.87% in
FY23t07.17%inFY25.

and was acquired in December
2024 by New York-based global
private equity firm, Warburg
Pincus. The Rs 3,000-crore issue
will be equally divided hetween a
fresh issue and an OFS part.

execs of Anil Ambani group
in fraud probe

New Delhi.(Agency)

Deepening its investigation into the alleged multi-
crore fraud involving Reliance Communications
(RCOM) and State Bank of India (SBI), CBI has
questioned three former top-tier executives of the
Anil Ambani-led Reliance Group.The agency issued
summons to Satish Seth and Gautam Doshi, both
former group managing directors, for examination in
connection with the FIR registered following a
formal complaint by SBI. This followed the
questioning of a third former group managing
director, Amitabh Jhunjhunwala.Seth, who
previously held the position of vice-chairman at
Reliance Infrastructure Ltd and served on the board
of Reliance Telecom Ltd (RTL), was questioned
alongside Doshi, who was also a board member of
RTL. Sources said that the CBI examined
Jhunjhunwala over a three-day period leading up to
the scheduled appearance of Anil Ambani on March
19 and 20.years.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Truhome Finance, formerly a wholly owned
subsidiary of major NBFC Shriram
Housing Finance, will raise Rs 3,000
crore via an [PO that is equally split
between a fresh issue and an OFS part.
The OFS will consist of sale of shares by
promoter Mango Crest Investment. The
company is in the business of offering
secured loans such as housing loans, loans
against property and such products. The
average ticket size of disbursals is about

Third largest affordable housing company,
Truhome Finance is the third largest
affordable housing finance company in
the country. Its AUM was Rs 21,124.32
crore. It is the fastest growing affordable
housing finance company in India in
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Man who stabbed Kerala doctor 27 times
with scissors handed life term by court

Kollam Additional District and Sessions judge P N Vinod sentenced G Sandeep to a total of 30 years for various offences under the

then Indian Penal Code (IPC) and said that after he serves that period, his life imprisonment for Das' murder will commence.

New Delhi.(Agency)

A teacher convicted in the sensational murder
of Dr Vandana Das inside a hospital here was
sentenced to a life term on Saturday, and the
prosecution said it will move an appeal
seeking the death penalty for the accused.
The victim's family also batted for
"maximum punishment."Dr Das was
brutally killed inside a taluk hospital in May
2023 by G Sandeep.

Kollam Additional District and Sessions judge
PN Vinod sentenced Sandeep to a total of 30
years for various offences under the then
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and said that after
he serves that period, his life imprisonment
for Das' murder will commence.The court
also imposed a fine of Rs 2.35 lakh on the
convict,

Though the prosecution had sought the death
penalty for the accused during the
arguments on sentence, the court was of the
view that the case did not fall under the
rarest-of-rare category to warrant the
maximum punishment.

It was also of the view that there was a chance
of the convict getting reformed, as he told
the court that the rest of his life would be one
ofrepentance, the order on sentence said.

"Atthe same time, [ agree with the stand of the
prosecution to the effect that the sentence

should be commensurate with the gravity of

the crime and the sentence should not only be
reformative, but should also have a deterrent
effect.”

"Inmy view, the said objective can be achieved
by directing that the term sentences that will

P

be imposed will run consecutively and the
life sentence that has to be imposed will
commence only after the expiration of the
term sentences," the judge said.

After the verdict, special public prosecutor
(SPP) Prathap G Padickal told reporters
outside the court that he would recommend
to the prosecution to file an appeal seeking

enhancement of the life imprisonment to
the death penalty.

The victim's father said that the verdict has
come as a relief for the family, but that he
cannot authoritatively say whether his late
daughter has got justice. He indicated his
dissatisfaction with the punishment, saying
that steps will be taken to seek its
enhancement after discussions with the
public prosecutor.

Dr Das' mother said that the family could

only wish for the maximum punishment, and

it was up to the court to decide what sentence
should be given. She said that the family will
go on appeal, but declined to comment on
whether her daughter got justice.She
tearfully said that she wants the convict to
suffer the same pain that her daughter

underwent "as he stabbed her 27 times".

The court on March 17 had convicted Sandeep
for various offences under the IPC, including
murder, destruction of evidence and
wrongful restraint.It had also held him guilty
under the provisions of the Kerala
Healthcare Service Persons and Healthcare
Service Institutions (Prevention of violence
and damage to property) Act 2012.Sandeep
was brought to the taluk hospital by the
police for medical treatment during the small
hours of May 10, 2023, and he went on a
sudden attacking spree using a pair of
surgical scissors kept in the room where his
leg injury was being dressed. A school
teacher by profession, he had initially
attacked the police officers and another
person who had accompanied .

Dr Vandana Das killing: Kerala

court sentences teacher G
Sandeep to Life term

New Delhi.(Agency)

After finding the sole accused in the killing of Dr.
Vandana Das. the Kerala court sentenced G.
Sandeep to a life term on Saturday, March 21.
The prosecution is moving the appeal further as
the prosecution and the family of Vandana seck
the death penalty for the accused.In 2023,
Sandeep was taken to Kottarakkara Taluk
Hospital by the police for treatment as he was
injured during an altercation with his neighbour.
During his treatment, he attacked Vandana with a
pair of scissors 27 times in the hospital, and this
was the first instance in which an on-duty doctor
was killed inside the hospital.

The Kollam Additional District and Sessions
judge, P N Vinod, found Sandeep guilty of the
crime on Tuesday, March 17, and now handed
him a total of 30 years of imprisonment for
various offenses under the then Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and said that after he serves that
period, his life imprisonment for Das’ murder
will begin in a post-conviction judgment.

Rumours of cow vigilante
Farsa Wale Baba's ‘'murder’

spark violence, FIR against
300
New Delhi.(Agency)

Cow vigilante Chandrashekhar alias Farsa Wale Baba lost
his life in a fog-induced collision between a truck and a
vehicle in the Kosi Kala area of Mathura on Friday,
March 20.The killing of Farsa Wale Baba triggered cow
vigilante supporters, and in response, the community
staged a protest on the Delhi-Agra Highway. The
demonstrators also pelted stones at the police.

All the chaos happened because four people attempted to
incite a riot by spreading rumours about the accidental
death of cow protector Farsa Wale Baba, alleging cow
smuggling. The rumours triggered the cow protectors.
Police have arrested all the accused, and an FIR has been
filed against them. One of the accused is identified as
Daksh Chaudhary, a resident of outside Mathura.On the
Delhi-Agra Highway, the protestors injured more than
10 police personnel, including the SP Rural and ADM
Administration, and damaged seven official vehicles.

US Ship Carrying LPG Reaches
India Amid Middle East Crisis

Before the ship from the US, named Aqua Titan, reached India, another vessel carrying
Russian crude oil also reached Mangalore.

permitting the sale of Russian crude oil
already stranded at sea as of March 12.
The move is aimed at stabilising global

New Delhi.(Agency)

Amid the global supply chain crisis, a
large cargo ship carrying liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) from the US has
arrived at the Mangalore Port in the
country.Pyxis
Pioneer cargo ship
carrying LPG from
the US state of
Texas. successfully
docked at the port.

Before the ship from
the US, named Aqua w3
Titan, reached India, ¢
another vessel
carrying Russian

supply concerns after disruptions in
Middle Eastern oil supplies due to the
ongoing conflictinvolving Iran.

fuel prices amid the tensions in the Earlier, the Indian-flagged liquefied
Middle East.

petroleum gas (LPG) tanker 'Nanda
Devi' arrived at Vadinar
Port in Gujarat, becoming
the second LPG carrier to
reach the west coast this
week after 'Shivalik'
docked at Mundra Port.

Both vessels transported
critical LPG supplies to
India following an
unusually hazardous
passage through the Strait

......

blocking the highway. Officials have to use more than 50
tear gas shells, rubber bullets, smoke grenades, and short
cartridges to control the unrest.

FIR has been registered against 300 people

Officials have taken strict action as they registered an FIR
against 300 unidentified individuals and arrested 13
accused so far.

Chhata Kotwali in-charge Kamlesh Singh has filed an FIR,
and the search is going on for others.The case registered
against the accused under sections 109(1), 190, 191(2),
191(3), 352, 351(2), 195, 132, and 324(4) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), Section 7 of the Criminal Law Act,
Sections 3 and 4 of the Prevention of Damage to Public
Property Act, and Section 67 of the Information
Technology Act.

The administration says strict action will be taken against
those who disrupt law and order. A heavy police force is
currently deployed in the area, and the situation is
reportedly under control.

Rs 3,700 cr for Peripheral
Expressway land acquisition
approved by government

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi government has approved the payment of its
pending share for land acquisition related to the Eastern
and Western Peripheral Expressways.

The move is expected to ease congestion caused by heavy
vehicles and help reduce pollution levels in the national
capital. The expressways were designed to divert non-
destined traffic, especially trucks, away from Delhi,
thereby reducing pressure on city roads.

Taking a swipe at the previous government, CM Rekha
Gupta alleged that the project suffered due to a lack of
seriousness and political differences with the Centre,
leading to deliberate delays in clearing dues and harming
city’s interests,

Gupta said the Cabinet recently approved a proposal by the
Public Works Department to clear the outstanding amount
in a phased manner. Under the plan, Rs 500 crore will be
released in the financial year 2025-26 from revised budget
estimates to the Union Government or the National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI). The remaining Rs
3,203.33 crore will be paid in instalments in the coming
years, depending on budgetary provisions,

According to the Chief Minister, the expressways,
operational since 2018, have created a protective traffic
ring around Delhi through Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. She
said the payment would resolve long-pending inter-state
financial issues and improve coordination with the Centre
for future infrastructure projects.

The project has already reduced travel time and helped
improve air quality by limiting the entry of heavy diesel
vehicles into the city.CM criticised the previous
administration for neglecting long-term development,
alleging that delays in fund release stalled progress for
years. She asserted that with this decision, infrastructure
projects will no longer suffer due to financial constraints or
political deadlock.The Chief Minister expressed
confidence that the move will accelerate Delhi’s progress
towards becoming a “smart and pollution-free” capital and
reiterated her government’s commitment to working in
coordination with the Centre.

with the court’s judgment and sought a death
penalty for the accused. In response, the Court
didn’t see the Das’ murder as a rarest-of-rare
category to give maximum punishment to the
accused.At the same time, | agree with the stand
of the prosecution to the effect that the sentence
should be commensurate with the gravity of the
crime and the sentence should not only be
reformative, but should also have a deterrent
effect,” the judge said.

Ticket Prices Likely To Soar As Centre Lifts Domestic Airfare Cap

The cap had been imposed after ticket prices rose following the IndiGo disruptions in December last year.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Domestic airfares are set to be deregulated
from Monday, with the government
removing the temporary cap on ticket
prices, opening the door for airlines to
freely set fares amid rising operating
costs.The move comes months after the
Centre had imposed a ceiling on domestic
fares in December 2025 following
widespread flight disruptions,
particularly by IndiGo, which had
triggered a sharp spike in ticket prices
across the sector.

With the cap now lifted, airlines will no
longer be bound by the earlier upper limit
of approximately Rs 18,000 (based on
distance) for a one-way economy ticket

According to the police, a large number of people became crulded i\(:lil aII RO of Hor l:T? h,w hbcre Additionally, the court also fined Sandeep Rs 2.35
agitated following Baba’s death and created a ruckus by =~ ¢@ched Mangalore, § ' ' maritime fraffic has been 1.1y, However, the prosecution isn’t satisfied
reports. \ Y disrupted by the ongoing
WV ¥

This particular vessel
was stationed about
18 nautical miles away from the port. Meanwhile, India has sharply increased
The single-point mooring system will  its purchases of Russian oil. The move
be used to transfer the oil to the pipeline ~ came shortly after the United States
system and take it to MRPL. allowed India to temporarily boost its

The Russian crude oil arrived after the  imports of Russian oil.

US issued a temporary general license, The surge in buying is aimed at managing

conflict involving Iran, the
US and Israel. A total of 22
Indian-flagged vessels with 611 Indian
seafarers remain in the western Persian
Gulf region and DG Shipping is
monitoring the situation in
coordination with ship owners, RPSL
agencies and Indian Missions.

and can price tickets according
to demand and market
conditions.

In its order removing the limit, the
Civil Aviation ministry said
"excessive or unjustified surge
in fares during periods of peak
demand, disruptions, or
exigencies, will be viewed
seriously” and that fare caps or
other interventions can be
reintroduced "if required in
public interest".The fare caps
had been brought in as an emergency

tensions impacting flight operations,
both of which have significantly
raised airline expenses.

Officials said the decision aims to
restore normal market dynamics in
the aviation sector, allowing carriers
greater pricing flexibility as the
industry stabilises after the
disruption-led volatility.

Airlines had been pushing for the
removal, citing mounting financial
pressure. Industry body Federation
of Indian Airlines had flagged that

continued fare restrictions were leading to
revenue losses at a time when carriers are
already grappling with rising fuel costs
and operational challenges.

Act responsibly: Govt withdraws domestic
airfare caps imposed after IndiGo fiasco

The government has withdrawn temporary domestic airfare caps from March 23, 2026, citing stabilised operations and restored

capacity. Airlines have been asked to maintain fair, transparent pricing, with authorities warning of strict action if fares rise excessively.

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Ministry of Civil Aviation has
withdrawn the temporary fare caps
imposed on domestic airfares, citing
stabilisation in flight operations across
the sector.

In the order, Ministry said the caps, which
were introduced on December 6, 2025,
were aimed at containing abnormal
surges in ticket prices following large-
scale flight disruptions by IndiGo, while
also safeguarding passenger intercsts
and ensuring affordability during a
period of constrained capacity.With
operations now normalised and capacity
restored, the government has decided to
withdraw the fare caps with effect from
March 23,2026,

However, the Ministry has directed
airlines to maintain pricing discipline

inflated ticket prices.
measure to protect passengers from The removal also comes against the

backdrop of increasing aviation turbine

sudden price surges after mass r rD
fuel (ATF) prices and geopolitical

cancellations led to reduced capacity and

monitor airfares across the sector.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA)
imposed emergency caps last year
on domestic airfares following one
of the country’s worst aviation
disruptions in recent years. The
move came after IndiGo cancelled
thousands of flights due to a pilot-
rostering crisis, triggering a surge in
ticket prices on busy routes and
forcing the government to
intervene.

{ Under the earlier imposed fare caps,
one-way economy fares for flights
up to 500 km couldn't exceed Rs
7,500. Routes between 1,000 and
1,500 km, such as Delhi-Mumbai,
were capped at Rs 15,000, while fares
for sectors over 1,500 km have been set
at Rs 18,000.

fare controls or other interventions, if
required in the public interest.

and act responsibly. It emphasised that
fares must remain reasonable,
transparent, and aligned with market
conditions, ensuring that
passenger inferests are not
adversely impacted.

The government also warned
that any instance of excessive
or unjustified surge in
airfares, especially during
peak demand periods, §
disruptions, or exigencies,
will be viewed seriously. It
said that airfare trends will
continue to be monitored g2
closely on areal-time basis.

The Ministry further said that it
reserves the right to take appropriate
regulatory or administrative measures,
including the possible reintroduction of

The order was issued with the approval of
the competent authority and has been
forwarded to the Director General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) with a request to




INTERNATIONAL

NEWS BOX

Sri Lanka Raises Fuel Prices

By 25% As US-Israel War
With Iran Bites

Sri Lanka. (Agency)

Sri Lanka raised fuel prices by 25 percent on Sunday,
the second increase in two weeks, as the country
prepared for more impact from the war in the Middle
East.Regular petrol was increased to Rs 398 ($1.30)
per litre, up from Rs 317, while diesel, the fuel
commonly used for public transport, rose by Rs 79 to
382.Last week, the government ordered an eight
percent increase in retail fuel prices and introduced
rationing to limit consumption."We hope to achieve a
15 to 20 percent reduction in fuel consumption with
the latest increase," an official at the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation said.He said President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake told them last week that the
country must prepare for a prolonged conflict in the
Middle East that could affect the island's energy
supplies.The president ordered a four-day working
week from last Wednesday and asked employers to
reintroduce work-from-home arrangements where
possible.The Strait of Hormuz, a key waterway
through which some 20 percent of global oil exports
pass in peacetime, has been effectively closed by Iran
in retaliation over the US and Israeli war against it,
now entering its fourth week.Sri Lanka imports all of
its oil and also buys coal for electricity generation.

Sri Lanka buys refined petroleum products from
Singapore, Malaysia and South Korea, while crude
oil for its Iran-built refinery is sourced from the
Middle East.The government has warned that the
fighting in the Middle East, and a prolonged war,
could seriously undermine its efforts to emerge from
the economic meltdown 0f2022.

Sri Lanka defaulted on its $46 billion foreign debt in
2022 after the country ran out of foreign exchange.
Since then, Colombo has secured a $2.9 billion IMF
bailout.

Iran's Natanz Attacked: How
Damaged Nuclear Sites Can
Pose Radiation Risks

World.(Agency)

For decades, Pakistan cultivated terror networks as
instruments of foreign policy. The Global Terrorism
Index (GTT) 2026 documents, with clinical precision,
what that calculus has produced. Pakistan ranks first
on the GTI for the first time, becoming the world's
most terror-affected country in 2025, with 1,139
deaths, 1,045 attacks, 1,595 people injured, and 655
hostages.Its score of 8.574 puts it ahead of every
other country on the index. This is Pakistan's
deadliest year since 2013, and the sixth consecutive
year in which terrorism deaths have risen. Across
South Asia, it is the only country where the situation
worsened in 2025; ethe geography of Pakistan's tribal
belt, which was for decades a semi-governed
sanctuary for the Taliban, the Hagqani Network, al-
Qaeda, and eventually the itself.Ethnic Pashtun
continuity across the Durand Line allowed terrorists
to move freely. Pakistani madrassas inside Afghan
refugee camps were the ideological incubators for
many of the people who would become the Taliban,
and later, the TTPIf released, these can spread
widely. Todine-131 is especially harmful: if inhaled
or ingested, it accumulates in the thyroid gland and
sharply increases the risk of cancer, particularly in
children.Uranium, especially when highly enriched,
emits radiation, including gamma rays that can
penetrate the human body and damage DNA.
Radiation exposure can occur through inhalation of
airborne particles, ingestion of contaminated food or
water, or, less commonly, skin contact. Uranium is
also a toxic heavy metal, meaning it can damage
organs like the kidneys even without significant
radiation exposure, as pera NY T report.

In nuclear enrichment sites like Natanz, uranium is less
immediately dangerous than reactor byproducts.
“The attack on the enrichment sites in Iran doesn't
pose the same hazard as an accident with a
functioning nuclear reactor,” Simon Middleburgh,
professor of Nuclear Engineering at the Nuclear
Futures Institute at Bangor University, UK, told Time
Magazine.

Saudi Arabia records over
22,000 violations, arrests
thousands in one-week
crackdown on residency,
labour and horder breaches

world.(Agency)

Saudi Arabia’s sweeping enforcement drive against
residency, labour and border violations has led to tens
of thousands of arrests and legal actions within just
one week, highlighting both the scale of the issue and
the government’s firm response.Saudi Arabia’s joint
field campaigns to monitor and apprehend violators
of residency, labour and border security regulations
recorded 22,931 violations across all regions between
March 12 and 18, 2026, the Ministry of Interior
announced. Of those arrested, 17,181 were found in
violation of residency laws, 3,931 for border security
violations, and 1,819 for labour law breaches,
indicating that the majority of cases stem from
irregular residency status.The enforcement
operations also led to the detention of 1,635
individuals attempting to illegally enter the Kingdom.
Among them, 68% were Ethiopian nationals, 29%
were Yemenis, and 3% belonged to other
nationalities. Authorities further reported that 40
individuals were arrested while attempting to leave
the country illegally, pointing to continued efforts to
monitor both entry and exit routes.In addition to those
directly violating regulations, 36 individuals were
apprehended for facilitating offences, including
transporting, sheltering or employing violators and
attempting to cover up their activities. The ministry’s
data also shows the scale of ongoing legal
proceedings, with 29,564 expatriates currently
undergoing procedures, including 26,714 men and
2,850 women.
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Trump's mixed messages on Iran; 'Winding down' the

war and easing sanctions but addmg more troops

Now in its fourth week, the
war remains on an
unpredictable path and a
credible endgame is unclear
even as the global economy
is being roiled.

1 SEOUL. (Agency)
President Donald Trump frequently
contradicts himself, sometimes in the same
speech, social media post or even sentence.
Within the space of a few hours Friday, he
sent a torrent of mixed signals about the
Iran war that raise more questions about the
direction of the conflict and his
administration's strategy.During this time,
Trump said he was considering winding
down the war, his administration
confirmed it was sending more troops to
the Middle East and, in an effort to lessen
the economic impact on global energy

markets, the United States lifted sanctions
on some Iranian oil for the first time in
decades — relieving some of the pressure
that Washington traditionally has used as
leverage.The confusing combination of
actions deepens a sense among Trump's
critics that there is no clear, long-term
strategy for the war the U.S. and Israel
launched against Iran. Now in its fourth
week, the war remains on an unpredictable
path and a credible endgame is unclear
even as the global economy is being roiled.

Just 24 hours after saying the U.S. was
thinking of walking away from the conflict,
Trump issued another contradictory
statement Saturday evening, threatening to
escalate the conflict by targeting Iran's
power plants unless the country lets oil
shipments pass through the Persian Gulf.

'Winding down' the war

After another rough day in the financial
markets, Trump said Friday afternoon on
his social media network: "We are getting
very close to meeting our objectives as we
consider winding down our great Military

efforts in the Middle East."Trump
contended the U.S. has adequately

degraded Iranian naval, missile and
industrial capacity and prevented Tehran
from acquiring a nuclear weapon.

The Republican president then suggested the
U.S. could pull out of the conflict without
stabilizing the Strait of Hormuz, the
channel through which about one-fifth of
the world's oil supply travels. The strait has
been ravaged by Iranian missile, drone and
mine attacks during the war.

"The Hormuz Strait will have to be guarded
and policed, as necessary, by other Nations
who use it — The United States does not!"

Trump wrote. But, in another
contradiction, he said the U.S. would
help if asked, "but it shouldn't be
necessary once Iran's threat is
eradicated."While oil that traverses the
strait is usually bound for Asia and
other places rather than North America,
the chaos still affects the United States.
Oil is bought and sold globally, so a
shortage in oil for Asian countries leads
to bidding up prices on oil sold to
companies in America, too.That fact,
coupled with an Israeli strike on Iran's gas
fields and an Iranian retaliation that
crippled a major terminal to ship liquefied
natural gas from Qatar, helped tank U.S.
equity markets Friday, with the S&P 500
dropping 1.5%. There also was a sharp
increase in U.S. fuel prices.Trump's
concern about the persistent blockage of
the strait erupted Saturday night when the
president posted on social media that he'd
"hit and obliterate" Iran's power plants
unless the country opens the strait within
48 hours.

A female passenger in her 60s died

lran missile strikes wound over
100 in two south Israel towns

ARAD. (Agency)
Iranian missile strikes on two southern
Israeli towns wounded more than 100
people on Saturday, medics said, after
Israeli air defence systems failed to
intercept the projectiles. The two direct
hits tore open the fronts of residential
buildings and carved craters into the
ground.Magen David Adom
first responders said 84 people
were wounded in the town of
Arad, 10 of them seriously,
hours after 33 were wounded
in nearby Dimona.Iranian state
TV said the missile attack on
Dimona, which houses a
nuclear facility, was a
"response" to an earlier strike
on its own nuclear site at
Natanz.

AFP footage from Arad showed T 1

rescue workers sifting through
rubble for wounded people in a
bombed-out building.Fire engines
with their lights flashing were at the
scene along with dozens of members

of the emergency services.The Israeli
military said it would investigate the
failed interception."The air defence
systems operated but did not intercept
the missile, we will investigate the
incident and learn from it," military
spokesman Brigadier General Effie
Defrin wrote on X.The local fire

service said there was "extensive
damage" in Arad, with three buildings
affected and a blaze sparked in one of
them.Medic Riyad Abu Ajaj described

"extensive destruction" at the site of
the strike, in a statement from the
organisation."There was a lot of chaos
at the scene," he said.The rescue
operations came not long after similar
scenes in Dimona, around 25
kilometres (15 miles) to the
southwest. AFPTV footage from the
scene showed a large crater
gouged into the ground next to
piles of rubble and twisted
metal.Surrounding buildings had
their windows blown out and
facades heavily damaged as
emergency workers combed
through the site.Medics said they
treated 33 people injured in the
town, including a boy with
shrapnel wounds who was in
serious condition but
conscious.Dimona hosts a
facility widely believed to
possess the Middle East's sole
nuclear arsenal, although Israel has
never admitted possessing nuclear
weapons.

Woman Dies Soon After Takeoff On British Airways
Flight, Passengers Spend 13 Hours With Body On Plane

HONG KONG. (Agency)

shortly after takeoff on British Airways
Flight BA32 from Hong Kong to
London on Sunday. Following the
death, her body was reportedly stored
in a rear galley with a heated floor for
the remainder of the 13.5-hour journey.
According to Fox News, the woman
died approximately one hour after the
Airbus A350-1000 departed Hong
Kong.Despite the death, the pilots
decided to continue the journey to
Heathrow Airport rather than diverting
or returning to Hong Kong, as a
passenger death is typically not
classified as a medical emergency.
Crew members initially considered
placing the body in a lavatory, but this
option was rejected. Instead, the body
was wrapped and moved to a rear
galley.A source said, "Obviously, the
family with the woman was distraught,
and so was the crew. Many wanted to
return to Hong Kong. But, to put it
bluntly, if a passenger has already died,

However,

thatis not viewed as an emergency."

the staff reportedly
overlooked the fact that the galley floor
was heated. This heat allegedly caused

a pungent smell to develop and spread
through the back of the cabin as the
flight progressed.As the flight neared
London, many of the 331 passengers
and crew members reported a foul
smell emanating from that section of
the plane. Upon landing, police
boarded the aircraft and required all
passengers to remain seated for
approximately 45 minutes while they
investigated. British Airways stated

that "all procedures were correctly

followed" during the incident. The

airlines told Fox News Digital, "A

customer sadly passed away on board,
and our thoughts are with their
family and friends at this difficult
time. We are supporting our crew,
and all procedures were correctly
followed."

The International Air Transport
Association has certain guidelines
for handling cases where a
passenger dies mid-flight. The
body is typically placed in a body
bag or covered with a blanket up to

the neck. Efforts are made to relocate
the body to a less conspicuous area of
the plane, such as an empty seat or a
different section, if feasible. However,
if the flight is fully booked, the body
may be returned to the original seat.A
2013 study in the New England Journal
of Medicine found that deaths on
flights are relatively rare, with only 0.3
percent of in-flight medical
emergencies resulting in death.

Israel As Iran Uses Long-Range

Israeli officials said on Saturday that Iranian forces had

"These missiles are not intended to strike Israel. Their

Israeli army spokesperson Brigadier General Effie

Israel's secretive nuclear reactor is about 13 kilometers

Trump Considers 'Winding Down'
US President Donald Trump on Friday posted that

In a social media post, Trump said the US was close to

"(Can Reach Berlin, Paris"

Missiles For 1st Time

FLORIDA.(Agency)

for the first time fired long-range missiles, expanding
the risk of attacks beyond the Middle East, even as an
Iranian strike injured dozens of people not far from
Israel's nuclear site.Iran launched two 4,000-
kilometer-range ballistic missiles at the US-UK
military base Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean, Israeli
military chief Eyal Zamir said. The Israeli military said
it was the "first time" Iran had used long-range missiles
in the conflict, marking its first expansion beyond the
Middle East since the United States and Israel began
attacking Iran on February 28.

range reaches European capitals - Berlin, Paris, and
Rome are all within direct threat range," Zamir said ina
statement.A source at Britain's defence ministry said
the attack had occurred before the government gave
specific authorisation on Friday for the US to use
British military bases to carry out strikes on Iranian
missile sites.More than 2,000 people have been killed
in Iran since the US and Israel began their attacks. In
Israel, 15 people have been killed in Iranian strikes
since the war started.Late on Saturday, Iranian missiles
struck the southern Israeli cities of Dimona and Arad,
injuring dozens of people, including children, in
separate strikes. Iran's Revolutionary Guards said in a
statement early Sunday that they targeted "military
installations" and security centers in southern Israel.

Defrin said in a post on X that the country's air defenses
were functioning but did not intercept the strikes. "We
will investigate the incident and learn from it," he said.

southeast of Dimona. Both cities lie near several
military sites, including Nevatim Air Base, one of the
country's largest."This has been a very difficult
evening in the battle for our future," Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in a statement
released by his office following the strike on Arad.We
are determined to continue striking our enemies on all
fronts," the statement said.

Washington was considering "winding down" its
military operation against Iran.

meeting its goals but insisted that other countries
should take the lead in policing the Strait of Hormuz,
the shipping lane whose near-closure threatens a global
energy shock."We are getting very close to meeting our
objectives as we consider winding down our great
Military efforts in the Middle East with respect to the
Terrorist Regime of Iran," Trump said on Truth
Social. Trump and his administration have sent mixed
messages about US goals throughout the war, now
entering its fourth week, leaving traditional US allies
struggling to respond.

Cuba hit by second nationwide blackout in a week

HAVANA.(Agency)

Cuba plunged into darkness for the second
time in less than a week on Saturday after its
national power network failed again,
strained by aging
infrastructure and a US oil
blockade.As night fell,
Havana's streets were mostly
pitch black, with people
navigating using phone lights
or flashlights, just five days
after the previous blackout.In
the touristy old city, some
restaurants were able to stay
open thanks to generators,
with musicians playing music,
but the regular blackouts have
made life more difficult for
Cubans."This is becoming
unbearable," Ofelia Oliva, a
64-year-old Havana resident,
told AFP.

"It hasn't even been a week since
we experienced a similar situation. It is
getting tiresome," Oliva said as she
returned home after giving up on plans to
visit her daughter. The "total disconnection"
of the national electricity system was due to
an outage in a power unit at one of the

country's thermoelectric plants, causing a
"cascading effect", the state-owned Cuban
Electric Union said.It said it was activating
micro-grids to provide power to critical

facilities, including hospitals and water
treatment plants."l wonder if we're going
to be like this our whole lives. You can't
live like this," Nilo Lopez, a 36-year-old
taxi driver, told AFP.US Blockade

The country's electricity generation is

sustained by a network of eight aging

thermoelectric plants -- some in operation

for over 40 years -- that suffer frequent

breakdowns or must be shut down for
maintenance cycles.Cubans
face daily blackouts of up to
15 hours in Havana. In the
interior of the island, these
outages can exceed 40
hours.The breakdowns have
intensified since Cuba's main
regional ally and oil supplier,
Venezuela's socialist leader
Nicolas Maduro, was
captured in a US military
operation in January.

And US President Donald
Trump has threatened to
impose tariffs on countries
that sell oil to Cuba.No oil has
been imported to the island
since January 9, hitting the
power sector while also
forcing airlines to curtail flights to the
island, a blow to the all-important tourism
sector.

The blackout occurred as an international aid
convoy began to arrive in Havana this
week, bringing sorely-needed medical

_—
|

supplies, food, water and solar panels to the
island.Honor of taking Cuba

The crisis in the country of 9.6 million people
comes as Trump has made no secret of his
desire to see regime change in Havana.

"I do believe I'll be...having the honor of
taking Cuba," he said."Whether 1 free it,
take it -- think I could do anything I want
with it, you want to know the truth. They're
a very weakened nation right now."The
next day, Cuban President Miguel Diaz-
Canel warned that "any external aggressor
will encounter an unbreakable resistance."

Tanieris Dieguez, Cuba's deputy chief of
mission in Washington, told AFP earlier
this week that Havana was open to broad
talks with Washington and allowing more
investment.But she said Cuba's political
system would "never" be part of the
negotiations.The outages as well as regular
shortages of food, medicine and other
basics are spurring frustrations, with
demonstrators vandalizing a provincial
office of the Cuban Communist Party last
weekend. With Cuba in desperate need of
fuel, maritime trackers reported this week
that two tankers carrying Russian oil and
diesel appeared to be on their way to the
island, but their status remains unclear.
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IPL teams should deduct
player's money if he is
unable to fulfill role: R

Ashwin

New Delhi. (Agency)

Should IPL teams be allowed to deduct money
from players' wages if they are unable to
fulfill their role for the side? R Ashwin feels
so and he used the example of Cameron
Green to drive home the point. Green was
bought by KKR for Rs. 25.2 crores, making
him the most expensive foreign player in the
history of the tournament. The Australian all-
rounder is expected to fill the void left by
Andre Russell, meaning that Kolkata will
look to him to deliver with bat and
ball. However, since his return from his back
injury, Green has been cautiously used by
Australia with the ball. During the 2025-26
Ashes series, the all-rounder bowled just 61.5
overs across nine innings. In the T20 World
Cup 2026 campaign, Green was used by
Australia forjust 3.1 overs in four matches.

Speaking on his YouTube channel, Ashwin
wondered if Green will be able to bowl four
overs during an IPL game in the upcoming
season, given that he may be told by Cricket
Australia to manage his workload."There is a

question about Cameron Green. Will Cricket
Australia allow him to bowl all four overs?
That is also a possibility. In this scenario, the
Australian board is saying to Green that he
can play in the IPL, but Test cricket is very
important for us, so you can play only this
much of workload," Ashwin said."IPL teams
also should have an opportunity where if he
bowls only two overs, then they should
deduct (Rs) 2 crores. Why not? If he (a
player) is not able to deliver his four overs,
then you should have the right to cut their
money, right?"

'IF THERE IS A RESTRICTION, THEN CUT
THE MONEY'

Ashwin also said that Green was roped in to
fulfill both roles and the owners will be left
disappointed if he remains restricted.

“When you came into the IPL auction, the
expectation was that you will bowl all four
overs, and also bat. Ifthere is no restriction on
bowling, then great, but if there is restriction
the team should be allowed to cut from the
contract money," Ashwin elaborated.

Bowls like Murali,
inspired by Ashwin:
Tale of young (SK net
bowler Jarren

CHENNAL (Agency)

Jarren Bacher, 22, is part of the Chennai Super
Kings camp as a net-bowler. Hailing from
South Africa, the off-spinner was part of the
Johannesburg Super Kings set-up in the
SA20 which concluded earlier this year.
Cricket runs in the blood of young Jarren. He
is grandson of Dr. Ali Bacher, who played
Test cricket and was a noted administrator.

The off-spinner explained how his bowling
action is similar to Sri Lankan great Muttiah
Muralitharan. "Yes, I bowl the doosra quite
regularly. I have a similar action to that of
Muralitharan in that I release it (ball) from
the back of my hand. I have hypermobility in
all of my joints which allows me to bowl the
doosra with a straight arm. So my stock
delivery can come in or away just depending

on the batter," he said at Guru Nanak college,
where he was the chief guest of the inter-
college cricket meet.In a country that is
home to great fast bowlers like Allan
Donald, Makhaya Ntini, Shaun Pollock,
Dale Steyn, Morne Morkel, Kagiso Rabada,
Jarred was captivated by off-spin. He
recollected the time when he chose to
become an off-spinner. "I was a
wicketkeeper batsman until 14 and there was
a better wicketkeeper in my side and I was
struggling to get into the team, so I took up
bowling and I realized that my bowling was
a little bit unique in that I could bowl the
doosra and from there I sort of fell in love
with bowling and stopped spending time
batting," revealed the youngster.

He also spoke on his time so far at the CSK
camp ahead of IPL 2026. "So far, I haven't
bowled to Shivam Dube because he only
arrived yesterday and same with Sanju
Samson.

Shreyanka Patil, stronger and wiser, fights
past pain to reignite T20 World Cup flame

In an exclusive interview with India Today
Digital, Shreyanka Patil opened up on
battling one of the toughest phases of her
career, with multiple injuries leaving her
full of doubt. Having recently made her
India comeback on the Australia tour,
Shreyanka now hopes to help India chase
their maiden Women's T20 World Cup title

New Delhi. (Agency)

After a forgettable start to the WPL, Shreyanka
scripted a remarkable comeback, won the
Purple Cap, and looked destined for greater
things. It felt like the world was finally
opening up for her, like this was the year she
would truly arrive.But just when the sky
seemed within reach, everything began to
slip away. A fractured finger during the Asia
Cup halted her momentum, and though she
recovered in time to play the T20 World Cup,
India’s campaign ended in heartbreak. What
followed was even more heartbreaking for

the all-rounder. Grade 3 shin splints in both
legs forced her out of the game for months.
Just when she had endured the grind of rehab
and begun to believe the worst was behind
her, the injury resurfaced, pushing her
comeback further away and eventually
ruling her out of WPL 2025.

For someone who had looked ready to conquer
the stage, it was a devastating experience.

And yet, it is often in those darkest phases that
athletes are truly forged. The hurt did not
break her - it shaped her, leaving behind a
cricketer who is not just gifted, but far
stronger than before.

“In that one-year period, I learned a lot. There
were disappointments and ups and downs,
but what I gained as a person is greater
maturity and an understanding of how to
navigate difficult situations. Physically, I
wasn’t very fit, and mentally I felt low, so I
had to figure out how to come out of it on my
own,” Shreyanka told India Today in an
exclusive interview.

MEDITATION, VISUALISATION AND

DISCOVERY Shreyanka had the support of
her loved ones around her, but the hardest
battles were the ones she had to fight within
herself. Her comeback was not just about

recovering from injury; it was a deeply
personal journey of pain, patience, and self-
discovery.There were no ready-made
answers, no quick fixes. Instead, she had to
find her own way through the darkness,
turning to visualisation, meditation, and
learning how to stay calm while navigating

S T20WoR0Ccup E

the uncertainty of injuries.

“It wasn’t a clear-cut answer that I could get

from someone else—it was a personal
journey. 1 experimented with different
approaches: visualisation, meeting new
people, meditating, staying calm, and
managing my injuries. Through trial and
error, I discovered my own way forward. I

Chelsea thrashed by Everton, Liverpool's
top 4 hopes dented as Brighton win 2-1

New Delhi. (Agency)
Liverpool's bid for a Champions League spot
suffered a setback as Brighton and Hove
Albion secured a 2-1 Premier League
victory on Saturday. Danny Welbeck
scored in each half, handing the
reigning champions their 10th league
defeat of the season.Everton
maintained their European ambitions
with a 3-0 thrashing of Chelsea,
inflicting a fourth consecutive defeat
on the visitors across all competitions.
Fulham also bounced back to beat
Burnley 3-1 after falling behind.
Brentford missed an opportunity to
strengthen their European prospects,
settling for a goalless draw against
Leeds United.At the Amex Stadium,
Liverpool stayed fifth with 49 points,
having earned only one point from their last
three league games. Their performance was
further hampered by an early injury to
Hugo Ekitike.Welbeck scored both goals
for Brighton, who are 10th on 43 points. He

Ishan Kishan gets fiery send off from own
teammate during SRH intra-squad game

SRH camp sees a heated
moment as Ishan Kishan gets a
fiery send-off from teammate
Leeshan Ansari during an intra-

squad match ahead of IPL 2026, =

Kishan has been named as the
interim captain for the first few
games for SRH.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Is there trouble in the SRH camp ahead of the
IPL 2026 season? The intra-squad match on
Saturday, March 21, saw a heated moment
as the team's interim captain Ishan Kishan
was given a fiery send-off by his own
teammate Zeeshan AnsariThe incident

opened the scoring after 14 minutes with a CHELSEA'S WOES CONTINUE

header assisted by Diego Gomez’s cross. At Goodison Park, Beto scored twice as
Milos Kerkez equalised following a mistake
from Lewis Dunk within the first half, to
give some hope for Arne Slot's

side.Welbeck restored Brighton’s lead
shortly after halftime with a VAR-
confirmed tap-in, marking his 12th league
goal of the season. This was Liverpool's
10th defeat of the campaign as they failed to
capitalise on Manchester United's draw
against Bournemouth on Friday.

occurred in the eighth over of the SRH B
innings with Kishan and Liam
Livingstone in full flow. The
wicketkeeper took apart Ansari for 20
runs before the spinner got the last laugh
and dismissed the SRH interim skipper.
While celebrations are usually muted

R

during intra-squad matches, Ansari wasn't
happy with the fact that Kishan went after
him in the over and gave a fiery send-off to
him.Ansari was angry and kept signalling to
Kishan to head to the pavilion and the pair

Everton climbed to eighth with 46 points,
while Chelsea remained sixth on 48. Beto’s
first goal came in the 33rd minute from a
pass by James Garner, and he doubled
the lead shortly after the hour mark by
slotting the ball past goalkeeper Robert
Sanchez.Iliman Ndiaye sealed Everton’s
victory 14 minutes from time with a
curled finish, delivering their biggest
win over Chelsea since 1987 and their
first back-to-back home wins at the new
Hill Dickinson Stadium.Fulham’s win at
Craven Cottage lifted them to ninth
place with 44 points. Burnley remain
19th, nine points from safety. Zian
Flemming put Burnley ahead on the
hour, but Fulham responded with two goals
in six minutes. Teenager Josh King
capitalised on a Martin Dubravka error
before Harry Wilson scored his 10th league
goal of the season. Raul Jimenez added a
late penalty after Josh Laurent was sent off.

exchanged a few words as well. Kishan was
able to see the funny side of things and was
laughing as he was making his way off the
field. You can see the full video
below:While there was speculation on
social media hinting at issues within the
camp, it seems like it was just in the heat of
the moment.
KISHAN, ABHISHEK IMPRESS
DURING MATCH
The match on Saturday saw both
Abhishek Sharma and Kishan
impress with the bat, giving SRH
hope heading into the IPL 2026
opener against RCB. Abhishek, who
struggled for form during the T20
World Cup, scored a quickfire
94 Kishan was dismissed by Ansari
on 72 off just 24 balls as Hyderabad
fans will be happy to see the interim
captain and vice-captain step up
before the first match of the season.

SRH will face RCB in a southern derby on

March 28 in Bengaluru to start the IPL 2026
campaign.

learned a lot from my mistakes, both as an
individual and as a cricketer,” Shreyanka
said.“Being injured and mentally down was
challenging because I couldn’t do what I love
most. During that year, I often asked myself,
‘What’s next? Will I be able to play again?’

“As a cricketer, once you know you’ve faced
and overcome a difficult period,
returning to the field makes you truly
grateful,” Shreyanka added.

THE TOUGH COMEBACK

After an agonising 11-month injury
layoft, Shreyanka finally found her way
back in September 2025, turning out for
Barbados Royals in the Women’s
Caribbean Premier League. Soon after,
she watched from afar as India lifted the
Women’s World Cup.

She finally wore India colours again in
February 2026, ending a painful 16-
month wait. But the comeback was far from
easy. After picking up 2 for 24 against the
Governor General X1, she endured a difficult
return at the Sydney Cricket Ground and was
dropped for the second T201 in Canberra.

Just when doubts could have returned,
Shreyanka found strength in coach Arjun
Dev, whose guidance helped her stay afloat.

Will Sanju Samson be
CSK's wicketkeeper in

IPL 20267 Ashwin's post
suggests otherwise

New Delhi. (Agency)

Ravichandran Ashwin has sparked speculation

about Sanju Samson's role at Chennai Super
Kings after sharing glimpses of the
wicketkeeper-batter practising high catches in
the outfield with no keeping gloves in sight.

In a post on X, Ashwin shared photos of Samson

working on his catching skills in the deep under
the guidance of fielding coach James Foster. He
noted that the session was not just routine
warm-up catches but specifically high balls in
the deep, a detail that caught the attention of
fans and cricket followers.He posed the
question to fans about whether Samson might
be playing purely as an outfielder for the
upcoming season, captioning the post with
"Indications or just gradually easing in?"

The question has since set off a wave of

speculation. With Samson's trade from
Rajasthan Royals to Chennai Super Kings,
many fans and experts had assumed a natural
transition was on the cards, with Samson taking

over wicketkeeping duties from MS Dhoni.The
44-year-old Dhoni, widely expected to be in the
final stretch of his IPL career, seemed the
obvious candidate to hand over the gloves. But
if Ashwin's post is anything to go by, that may
not be the plan at all, and Dhoni could yet play a
role from behind the stumps, perhaps in one
final curtain call for the Chennai faithful.

Samson's World Cup Heroics Add to the

Intrigue

Samson arrived at CSK on the back of a stunning

T20 World Cup 2026 campaign, where he was
named Player of the Tournament. Despite not
featuring in every game, he proved decisive in
the final three matches, all of which were must-
win situations for India. Stepping up under
pressure each time, he scored three consecutive
fifties to help India lift the trophy, firmly
cementing his reputation as one of the most
impactful batters in the country's white-ball
setup.

Liverpool, Chelsea slip up in Champions League race

Arsenal are hot favourites to

are almost guaranteed to play Champions
League football next season due to the strong
showing of English clubs in Europe.

land the Premier Leuque title for Arsenal are hot favourites to land the Premier

the first time since 2004, with
second-placed Manchester City
well clear of city rivals
Manchester United.

LONDON. (Agency)

Chelsea failed to take advantage of another
Liverpool stumble in the race to qualify for
next season's Champions League on
Saturday, hammered 3-0 by Everton to
remain outside the top five.Champions
Liverpool had slipped to a 2-1 defeat at
Brighton in the early kick-off -- their 10th
loss of a dismal Premier League title
defence.But Chelsea's thumping reverse at
the Hill Dickinson Stadium gives renewed
hope to a clutch of clubs below them,
including Everton themselves, Brentford and
Fulham, who beat relegation-bound Burnley
3-1.The top five teams in the Premier League

Liverpool arrived on the sunny south coast

Leaguetitle for the first time since 2004, with
second-placed Manchester City well clear
of city rivals Manchester United.United,
who drew 2-2 at Bournemouth on Friday,
are four points ahead of fourth-placed
Aston Villa, who host struggling West Ham
on Sunday.

after completing a morale-boosting 4-1
aggregate win over Galatasaray at Anfield
in midweek to reach the Champions
League quarter-finals.But they were well
beaten by Fabian Hurzeler's hungry
Brighton, for whom evergreen forward
Danny Welbeck scored twice, either side of
Milos Kerkez's well-taken goal for the
visitors.Liverpool boss Arne Slot pointed to
key injury absentees and a swift turnaround
from Champions League commitments to
explain the damaging defeat. The Dutchman
was without goalkeeper Alisson Becker and
forward Mohamed Salah at the Amex
Stadium, while top-scorer Hugo Ekitike
limped off early.Defeat left the reigning

champions with only one point from the past
nine after they conceded late goals in a 2-1
loss at bottom club Wolves and last
weekend's 1-1 draw at home to relegation-
threatened Tottenham."Brighton away, that's

a difficult game for any team, especially if

you miss out on a few very influential
players," said Slot."Of course now, looking
at the league table, this loss hurts a lot and it
should hurtusalot."

Liverpool are still alive in the Champions
League and the FA Cup but face the prospect
of ending the season trophyless, with

daunting quarter-finals to come against Paris
Saint-Germain and Manchester City.

Chelsea slump

Chelsea collapsed to their fourth straight defeat
in all competitions against Everton, giving
new coach Liam
Rosenior a headache as
he tries to salvage their
season.

The Blues had the chance
to go fourth, four points
behind United, but they
blew it in spectacular
style after being out-
performed and out-
worked by David
Moyes's men.

Everton's win, courtesy of
two goals from Beto and
a stunning curler from
Iliman Ndiaye, lifted them within three
points of neighbours Liverpool with a home
Merseyside derby to come next month.

Rosenior, who replaced Enzo Maresca in
January, must find a way to lift his
expensively assembled squad, who won the
Club World Cup and the UEFA Conference
League last season.
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Nearly Qult Acting Due To Trollmg, Raash
Khanna Says Online Negativity Has Intensified

The leading ladies of Ustaad Bhagat Singh, Raashii Khanna
and Sreeleela, have both been in the industry for a while
now. The actors, who are paired alongside Pawan Kalyan

in the big-ticket Ugadi release, have built flourishing careers

of their own. However, Sreeleela, who 1s set to star opposite

Kartik Aaryan in Anurag Basu’s next, has now opened up

about a time when she almost considered quitting acting

due to online trolling.

Both Sreeleela and Raashii Khanna were present for a
chat with anchor Samu to promote their film, Ustaad
Bhagat Singh. During the interaction, they were
asked about dealing with social media trolling.

Sreeleela spoke candidly about a phase when she

was on the verge of quitting, while Raashii shared that
things have only
worsened over
time.

When asked if she was ever
afraid of trolling, Sreeleela o2
said, “I did when I first started 1 it
this industry. I used to feel so bad abouf;
it; I would cry. I even told my mothery™
don’t think I'll be able to do this. Sho
I go back to school or college?’ | was§
sensitive, but now I’'m immune to it, !\

Raashii added, “I feel it a little bit now
because the trolling has gotten intense.”
think people pass judgment wit_
really knowing the truth, and I have @t
problem with that. The character I've
built forso long, I just fear that...” f' .

Sreeleela, however, believes that
audiences today are more discerning. “I"
feel like people today have an intellect
of their own. So even when they see
negativity. they think a little," she said,
as Raashii underlined her point, adding,
“People write anything just for
clickbait, though."

Sreeleela and Raashii Khanna on the ©
work front 4

Sreeleela, who debuted in 2019, was
recently in the news for graduating with
an MBBS degree. The actor will next be
seen in Dhanush’s upcoming film and will also make her Bollywood debut
with Anurag Basu’s next.

Raashii Khanna, on the other hand, debuted in 2013 and will next be seen in
Farzi Season 2, Rowdy and Co, Talaakhon Mein Ek, Bridge, and an untitled
film directed by Anees Bazmee.

/z

ctor, director and producer Vishal has now

congratulated actress Tamannaah on

completing 21 years in the film industry, saying
it was “truly an inspiring achievement". Taking to his
Instagram page to pen a post of appreciation to his co-
star in director Sundar C’s upcoming film *Purushan’,
Vishal wrote, “Congratulations to darling Tamanna
for completing 21 glorious years in Indian cinema as
an actress/lead performer. No mean feat. Wow. This is
truly an inspiring achievement,
Sweety. And still rocking on the
silverscreen.”
He went on to say, “May you continue
this lovely, amazing journey and
continue to enthral audiences wide
and far. Would proudly say that you
are one of my closest friends in the
film industry who hasn’t changed
‘one bit since I first met you, until this
day and our friendship remains
intact for the last 20 years. We have
‘seen it all in these years. Success,
failure, ups and downs. People have
come and gone. But we remain the
same, like school besties. Keep
. going, gal."

He concluded the post saying, “No stopping you and
always a pleasure sharing screen space with you.
More power, positivity and success to you as always.
Godbless."

Meanwhile, the unit of director Sundar C’s ‘Purushan’,
featuring actor Vishal in the lead, is to head to Kolkata
forits next schedule after shooting songs in Goa.

Says a source close to the actor, “The Kolkata schedule
is likely to be around 20 days."It may be recalled that
the makers of the film had announced the film’s title in
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Tamannaah Bhatia

| Completes 21 Years As An Actor, Co-Star Says
"Truly An Inspiring Achievement Sweety’

January this year on the occasion of director Sundar
C’s birthday.

Taking to his X timeline to share a link to a promo of the
film, Vishal had then said, “...wishing my darling
brother a very, very happy entertaining and fun-filled
birthday."

The actor, who went on to call Sundar C as his favourite
director, added, *... [ am super happy to kickstart my
next film #Vishal36 titled as #Purushan with him for

the 4th time after the grand success of
#MadhaGajaRaja!"A title promo released by the
makers showed Vishal playing the husband of
Tamannaah in the film. The promo showed
Tamannaah calling the shots in the family while
Vishal appeared to be a docile, subservient husband.
The film, which will have music by Hip Hop Tamizha,
will have cinematography by Gopi Amarnath and
editing by Roger. The film is being produced by AC S
Arun Kumar.

Ranveer Singh, Alia Bhatt's Takht To
Be Revived Amid Dhurandhar 2's

Success? Karan Johar Reveals Truth

aran Johar’s grand historical drama Takht
Kﬁay have been shelved for now, but it's
sertainly not forgotten. Originally announced
in 2020 with a star-studded ensemble including
Ranveer Singh, Alia Bhatt, Kareena Kapoor Khan,
Vicky Kaushal, Janhvi Kapoor, and Anil Kapoor, the
film was slated for a Christmas 2021 release.
However, it quietly disappeared from Dharma
Productions’ lineup.

However, after the mega success of Ranveer Singh’s
Dhurandhar and Dhurandhar 2, fans were curious
whether Takht would see a revival. In a recent chat
with Hindustan Times, Karan Johar confirmed that
while there are no derivatives or versions of Takht
being made currently, the film has also not been
permanently shelved. Karan Johar said, “...There is
no derivative of Takht being made... There is no
revival of Takht currently on the cards. But Takht is a
film I will definitely make while I can still breathe
and stand on my feet. I consider it one of the
strongest screenplays developed, written by Sumit
Roy—full credit to him. I believe it is the best-
written piece of work in my career, and I hope to
make that film one day."

Last year, in a chat with Galatta Plus, Karan Johar
broke his silence on what went wrong with the film.
Without delving into the details, the filmmaker
acknowledged that “multiple factors" kept the
ambitious project from taking off. “It’s a film on my
table, and I will make it one day," Karan, however,
asserted, reigniting fan hopes.

Karan called the story rich and complex. Set against
the backdrop of Mughal politics, Takht would
explore the intense power struggle between brothers
Dara Shikoh and Aurangzeb. Originally announced
with a teaser featuring a regal throne, Takht had all
the makings of a magnum opus. Its sudden halt left
fans puzzled, especially given the star power and
grandeur associated with the project.Now, with
Karan confirming that the film is merely paused and
not cancelled. hope has been rekindled among
Bollywood enthusiasts. Whether it’s the scale, cast,
or the compelling historical drama at its heart, Takht
remains one of the most anticipated Dharma projects
yet to materialise.

Sara Ali Khan Steps Out With
Palak Tiwari Amid Orry
Friendship Controversy

he duo was seen giggling and exchanging
I smiles, while the papas clicked them.Actor
Ibrahim Ali Khan was also spotted at the same
theatre just minutes earlier.The video shows Sara Ali
Khan walking ahead in a flowing blue ethnic outfit,
while Palak follows behind in a casual black top
paired with denims.Interestingly, Ibrahim Ali Khan
was also seen arriving at the venue earlier, dressed in
ahoodie, maintaining a low profile.
His presence has once again fueled chatter around his
rumoured relationship with Palak Tiwari.
The two have often been linked together, but till date

neither Ibrahim nor Palak has ever publicly
confirmed their relationship.Sara Ali Khan, on the
other hand, shares a friendly bond with Palak, and is
often spotted together in social settings.

Adding to the buzz, Ibrahim’s aunt Saba Ali Khan, on
account of Palak’s birthday in October, had shared a
birthday post for her on her social media account,
subtly acknowledging their closeness.

For the uninitiated, Sara and Ibrahim are the children
of actor Saif Ali Khan and his former wife Amrita
Singh, while Palak is the daughter of television star
Shweta Tiwari.

Talking about the controversy, Orhan Awatramani,
popularly known as Orry, stirred headlines when his
close friendship with Ibrahim reportedly fell apart.

While Orry did not take names directly, his statements
were widely interpreted as indirect jabs at Sara Ali
Khan, Amrita Singh and Palak.The alleged fallout
made headlines for weeks earlier this year, after
which Sara and Ibrahim unfollowed Orry on social
media platforms.
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