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Transgender rights
amendment Bill:
Harming those it seeks
to protect

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)
Amendment Bill, 2026 recently passed by
Parliament makes several sharp changes to the
2019 Act. It narrows the definition of a
transgender person to only specific socio-cultural
identities such as kinner, hijra, aravani, jogta or
eunuch, or biologically defined intersex
variations, or persons compelled into such an
identity through a procedure. It explicitly excludes
persons with different sexual orientations and non-
heteronormative, gender-fluid identities.

The Bill removes the right to ‘self-perceived gender
identity’ from Section 4(2), replaces the simple
process of certification by the district magistrate
with a medical board headed by a chief medical
officer, mandates hospitals to report every
transgender gender-change surgery to the
magistrate, and substitutes Section 18 with far
harsher penalties up to rigorous imprisonment for
life for forcing anyone into transgender
‘presentation’.ndments fix the vagueness and
implementation failures of the 2019 Act, they
actually perpetuate and w

While the government claims these ameorsen the
structural problems that have plagued Indian
policy for years.The Bill still lumps ‘persons with
intersex variations’ (now defined biologically)
directly inside the definition of transgender
persons. This is one of the biggest flaws that
experts have criticised since the 2019 Act. The
Act’s definition of ‘transgender persons’ includes
persons with intersex variations, erasing specific
needs of intersex persons like protection against
non-consensual surgeries.Intersex is a natural
biological spectrum—chromosomal, hormonal,
anatomical variations present at birth—affecting
1-2 percent of births globally. Transgender
identity is a psychological and social construct.
Retaining this conflation under one label violates
Article 21 rights to bodily integrity and privacy. It
leaves intersex infants without a specific ban on
‘normalising’ surgeries and ignores repeated calls
for separate intersex legislation.

The Bill’s definition also directly contradicts
established international standards. The UN and
WHO clearly define intersex as innate variations
in sex characteristics that do not fit typical male or
female binaries, requiring distinct legal
recognition and explicit protections against non-
consensual medical interventions. By forcing
intersex persons into a transgender category, the
Bill erodes the human rights framework India has
committed to uphold.The amendment leaves
outdated titles of the National Council for
Transgender Persons and state welfare boards
unchanged. It ignores the longstanding proposal to
rebrand them as a National GIESC Welfare
Council and state GIESC welfare boards (where
GIESC stands for gender identity/expression and
sex characteristics). This keeps the entire policy
architecture trapped under the problematic
‘transgender’ umbrella instead of creating a
scientifically-accurate, inclusive framework.

This heteronormative bill erases the reality that
transgender persons can and do have diverse
sexual orientations like trans-gay, trans-lesbian,
trans-bisexual or queer. It reduces transgender
existence to a narrow, culturally-scripted role that
fits neatly into a heterosexual societal framework,
ignoring the full spectrum of human diversity and
reinforcing the very stigma the original Act was
meant to combat.At the same time, the Bill does
nothing to regulate or dismantle the colonial hijra
jamaat gharana system. Under this, hijra nayaks
control their wards’ earnings from begging and
prostitution, trapping abandoned, gender-non-
conforming children in bonded labour. The new
offences target individuals, but leave the
hierarchical community structures untouched. No
reform, rehabilitation or special protection for
minors trapped in these systems is provided.
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PARLIAMENT has passed the Transgender Persons

A ticking time homb of oil spills

Ongoing regional conflicts like in West Asia are catastrophic for our planet

ALL wars are destructive. They cause massive loss of life

and property, displace populations, worsen economic
distress and trigger social disruption. The physical and
psychological scars left on the affected people are rarely
part of the calculus of leaders deciding on war and peace.
War inevitably leads to demonisation and
dehumanisation of the enemy, and these mental frames
may persist over generations long after the wars have
ended.Modern warfare has seen a quantum jump in
lethality and the scale of death and destruction that can
be unleashed in increasingly compressed time frames.
These impacts are visible and figure on the gruesome
scoreboard of war.

There are far more consequential and pervasive impacts of

war that are dismissed as inevitable -
collateral damage, but these are
literally shredding the delicate life-
sustaining systems of our fragile
planet. The series of regional
conflicts over the past five years have
become fused into a singular,
interconnected ecological
catastrophe which will continue to
reverberate long past the conclusion
of the ongoing wars. If there ever was
a compelling argument for peace, this
is it.On March 7-8, following a series
of massive Israeli air strikes on Iran’s
oil storage facilities outside Tehran, a
plume of hydrocarbons and soot rose
several kilometres into the sky. When
this toxic cloud reacted with the local
weather system, it triggered a
phenomenon known as “Black Rain”.
The rain was a thick, oily and acidic
sludge that stained the city dark and
caused chemical burns and
respiratory crises among Tehran’s 10
millionresidents.

currents in various directions,
weather patterns are affected, soot is
being scattered on Himalayan glaciers and millions of
tonnes of carbon are being added to the earth’s
atmosphere. Israel is guilty of a climate crime.ln
Ukraine, now in the fifth year of the war with Russia, the
rich black soil which once fed the world is turning into a
graveyard. It is estimated that 1.2 million hectares of rich
farmland have been contaminated by heavy metals —
lead, mercury and tungsten — from high explosives used
in Russian bombing runs and missile attacks. Even when
the guns fall silent, these toxins will enter the food chain

and poison those who ingest these particles.

In Gaza, the scale of destruction visited upon its hapless

population by relentless aerial bombing and ground
operations by Israel over the past more than two years
has created over 60 million tonnes of debris. This is not
merely rubble but a hazardous cocktail of pulverised
concrete, asbestos and industrial chemicals. This is now
leaching into the coastal aquifers and contaminating
precious water supplies. A similar fate awaits Iran and
the Gulfstates on an even larger scale.

The oceans, too, are becoming a silent casualty. The

seabed in the Black Sea, the Red Sea and now the
western reaches of the Indian Ocean are littered with the
corroding hulls of warships and tankers, even as oil spills

spread from across the battle zone. Each sunken vessel is
a ticking time bomb of oil spills and chemical leaks that
are destroying coral reefs and mangroves which
maintain the health of our oceans.In 2025, global
military spending hit $2.5 trillion. At the Belem climate
summit in November 2025, there was a commitment to
raise $1.3 trillion in climate finance by 2035. This is
unlikely to be met as war aims compete with climate
goals. History bears witness that more money will
always be spent on the instruments of death and

Transgender Bill: Contentious legislation passed in haste

destruction than on peaceful pursuits. The US is spending

a billion dollars a day on the Iran war. The sustenance of

the planet is way down on the list of priorities. The war in

West Asia has made India a “frontline state”. We are

aware of the adverse impact on our energy security due to

the disruption of oil and gas supplies from the Gulf. We

are deeply concerned about the safety and welfare of the 9

million-strong Indian diaspora living and working in

what is now a war zone. Our trade and investment

relations with the prosperous oil kingdoms of the Gulfare

in jeopardy. But beyond this are ecological dangers which

have so far escaped attention.One, the soot and aerosols

generated by the oil fires in Iran and other countries will

impact the monsoon over the Indian sub-continent in
ways not very well understood. We
know that soot from these fires is
being scattered across the Himalayan
glaciers and may accelerate snow melt
already in progress due to global
warming.It is expected that the
massive smoke plumes and high
temperatures generated by fires across
the war zone will affect the monsoon
winds in unexpected ways. India’s
food and water security are at a
heightened risk.

The Arabian Sea has become a high-risk
zone where maritime disasters are
inevitable. There could be a massive
oil spill or chemical contamination
that may pollute our coasts, destroy
mangroves and decimate fish stocks as
well as marine life. The effects will be
of long duration.There could be a
major challenge of evacuating a large
number of Indian migrants from the
Gulf and resettling them in India.
There will be a strain on employment.
While there have been successful
evacuations from conflict zones in the
past, the scale this time round may be
far greater. The essence of any national

security strategy is to anticipate likely challenges and
plan ahead. There should be a scenario-building exercise
for potential contingencies and plans on how each should
be dealt with.This involves both short-term
contingencies and long-term challenges. The objective
should be to enhance India’s resilience. This cannot be
delinked from the resilience of the Indian sub-continent,
which is a single geopolitical space and a densely
interconnected ecological space. Indian foreign policy
must reflect this compelling reality.

The absence of a constructive engagement with stakeholders weakens both the law’s legitimacy and its effectiveness

(Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, a contentious
legislation that raises more questions than it seeks to
answer. While the Union government has presented
the Bill as a step towards “administrative clarity” and
targeted protection, its narrowing of the definition of
transgender identity has caused a furore among legal
experts, activists and Opposition parties. “Self-
perceived gender identity” and broader sexual
orientations have been omitted from its ambit. The
amendment, which anchors recognition primarily in
the biological criterion and, in some cases, medical
certification, appears to move away from a rights-
based approach to a regulatory one. This shift strikes at
the core of dignity and autonomy, principles that are
central to India’s constitutional vision of
equality.Critics argue that the legislation risks
undermining hard-won legal recognition of
transgender people. The insistence on medical boards
for identity certification raises concerns about privacy and
individuality. More significantly, it may reverse the

progressive understanding that gender identity is deeply
personal and cannot be reduced to medical validation. It’s

Why Bhagat Singh defies easy labels

Bhagat Singh did not write to construct a theory in the abstract; he read, selected and deployed ideas in the urgency of political struggle

i

unfortunate that the Bill was passed despite
calls for wider consultation, including
demands to send it to a select committee. A
Supreme Court-constituted Advisory
Committee’s request that the legislation be
withdrawn went unheeded. When a Bill
directly affects a historically marginalised
community, the absence of a constructive
engagement with stakeholders weakens both
the law’s legitimacy and its effectiveness.The
government’s emphasis on stricter
punishment for crimes against transgender
persons is a positive step. However, protection
cannot be meaningful if the very definition of
who is protected becomes restrictive. If India
is to truly uphold transgender rights, it must
ensure that laws empower rather than
constrain, and that recognition is rooted in
respect for individual identity. Inclusion must
be the guiding principle of any legislation aimed at social
justice.

BHAGAT SINGH was not merely a young man who died
early. He was a young revolutionary who chose to die. At
23, when most people are still finding direction, he had
reached a clarity that bound thought to action with
uncommon force. His sacrifice was neither impulsive
nor tragic in the ordinary sense — it was deliberate,
reasoned and political. Fully aware of the consequences,
he embraced them with conviction, understood the
inevitability of the gallows and yet, moved forward with
a conviction that transformed death into an instrument of
awakening.In him, ideas did not remain confined
to books; they found their fulfilment in action. To
begin with, Bhagat Singh, therefore, is to begin not
with the question of how much he read or what
label we assign to him, but with the rare unity of
intellect, purpose and sacrifice that defined his life.

It is precisely this unity that makes attempts to define |
his intellectual identity both compelling and
problematic. In his article, "Why Bhagat Singh
was not a Marxist thinker" (The Tribune, March
23), Bhagwan Josh cautions against reading
Bhagat Singh as a systematic Marxist and
questions the tendency to equate textual [
engagement with ideological commitment. The
intervention is important — not least because it
departs from Josh's own earlier position.

In his work in Punjabi, where he has devoted a detailed
discussion to "Bhagat Singh da Markasvad
(Marxvaad)", Josh argues at length for Bhagat Singh's
Marxist orientation. He locates Bhagat Singh within the
distinct Leninist current that was emerging in Punjab
between 1928 and 1931 — an intellectual formation
grounded in study, debate and ideological seriousness
and set apart from what he saw as the more pragmatic
and often anti-intellectual strands within Indian

communism.The contrast between Josh's two positions

ideological articulation evolved within a distinct Latin-

document — an assemblage of extracts, phrases and

is striking. In the earlier formulation, Bhagat Singh
appears as part of a developing Marxist trajectory; in the
recent article, he is distanced from that framework
because textual engagement does not amount to
ideological practice.This shift is not merely interpretive;
itreveals a deeper tension within historiography itself —
whether Bhagat Singh is to be understood through the
texts he encountered, or through the political conditions
in which he acted and the choices he ultimately made.

It is in this context that comparisons are often invoked

—most notably, with figures such as Che Guevara, an
Argentine Marxist revolutionary, and Antonio Gramsci,
an Italian Marxist philosopher. Yet such comparisons,
while intellectually tempting, can obscure more than
they illuminate.Gramsci's intellectual formation was
rooted in a sustained engagement with European
philosophical traditions, producing a systematic body of
theoretical work. Guevara, too, emerged from a different
historical trajectory, where revolutionary action and

American context.Bhagat Singh's path was neither
identical nor derivative. He entered the national
movement propelled not by a completed ideological
system but by an inherited political consciousness,
sharpened by experience and directed by an intense
moral resolve — a jazba (passion) that preceded and, in
many ways, anchored his later intellectual engagements.

To read him solely through such comparisons is to risk

mistaking resemblance for equivalence. Bhagat Singh
did not write to construct a theory in the
abstract; he read, selected and deployed ideas
in the urgency of political struggle. His
writings do not aspire to systematic closure;
they bear the marks of a mind working under
pressure — absorbing, testing and reshaping
thought in relation to action. The search for a
fixed ideological label, therefore, tells us less
about Bhagat Singh and more about our own
desire for intellectual categorisation.It is here
that the recurring emphasis on the number of
books he read reveals its limitations. Claims
that Bhagat Singh read several hundred books
— often repeated without scrutiny — have
acquired the status of fact. Yet these claims rest
on a fragile methodological base. Much of the
material cited in support of such numbers does not
constitute a personal record of reading but emerges from
a wider archival context shaped by colonial surveillance
and collective activity within the revolutionary network.

The same caution applies to the interpretation of the 'Jail

Notebook'. It has often been treated as evidence of
systematic study, with the number of quotations taken as
an index of the number of books read. But the notebook
itself does not support such a reading. It is a working

reflections that Bhagat Singh found useful or striking. To
treat it as a bibliographical record is to impose a structure
that the document was never meant to bear.

What emerges instead is not a closed ideological system

but a mind in motion — engaging with diverse sources,
absorbing ideas and reshaping them in response to
immediate political needs. His references range across
revolutionary, nationalist and socialist writings, but they
donotresolve into a single doctrinal identity. They point,
rather, to an evolving and pragmatic engagement with
ideas.Attempts to fix Bhagat Singh within rigid
categories — Marxist, anarchist, nationalist — often tell
us more about our own need for classification than about
his thought. It is easier to assign labels than to engage
with complexity. It is easier to count books than to
understand what reading meant in a life shaped by
urgency, risk and purpose.Bhagat Singh's life resists
such simplification. His courtroom statements, his
hunger strike and his prison writings reveal a figure who
combined intellectual curiosity with remarkable moral
clarity. His critique of imperialism was inseparable from
a vision of a just and egalitarian society, yet it remained
open, dynamic and responsive to context.When a
student, a worker or a farmer raises the cry of "Inquilab
zindabad", the question of ideological classification
dissolves. The slogan survives because it speaks to a
condition, not a doctrine. In the same way, Gandhi
continues to inspire acts of resistance across contexts
that would have been unimaginable in his own time.

In the end, Bhagat Singh does not need to be measured by

the number of books he read, nor confined within the
boundaries of any single ideology. At the age of 23, he
consciously embraced death, transforming his trial and
execution into a political act of enduring significance.
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Govt plans to borrow Rs 8.2
lakh crore in H1 FY27,
Rs15,000 crore via green

bonds
MUMBALI.(Agency)

The Government plans to borrow Rs 8.2 lakh crore in
the first half of the financial year 2026-27. The total
gross market borrowing target for the year was
pegged at Rs 17.20 lakh crore initially, later it was
revised down to Rs 16.09 lakh crore after bond
switches. “Of Rs 16.09 lakh crore, Rs 8.20 lakh
crore (51.0%) is planned to be borrowed in H1
through issuance of dated securities, including Rs
15,000 crore of Sovereign Green Bonds (SGrBs),”
the Finance Ministry said in a release.

The borrowing will be carried out via 26 weekly
auctions across a wide maturity spectrum ranging
from 3-year to 50-year securities. The largest chunk
will come from 10-year bonds, which account for
29% of the planned issuance, followed by 5-year
(15.4%) and 15-year (14.5%) papersTo manage its
debt profile, the government will use several other
tools such as switching and buyback of securities to
smoothen redemptions. It will also retain the option
to accept an additional Rs 2,000 crore per security
through the greenshoe option during auctions.
Separately, treasury bill issuances in the first quarter
are estimated at Rs 24,000 crore weekly, across 91-
day, 182-day and 364-day tenors.

To address temporary cash mismatches, the RBI has
set the Ways and Means Advances (WMA) limit for
the first halfat Rs 2.5 lakh crore.

Jan Vishwas Bill 2026
introduced in Lok Sabha:
717 provisions to be
decriminalised

BANGKOK.(Agency)

The government on Friday introduced the Jan Vishwas
(Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2026 in the Lok
Sabha, proposing wide-ranging changes including
decriminalisation of several provisions to simplify
India’s regulatory framework and reduce
compliance burdens.Minister of State for Commerce
and Industry Jitin Prasada introduced the Bill at the
Lok Sabha seeking to amend 784 provisions across
79 Central Acts administered by 23 ministries. One
of the major amendments include the
decriminalisation of 717 provisions, aimed at
replacing criminal penalties with civil or
administrative measures. The government expects
that this move will remove the fear of prosecution for
minor and technical violations, thereby building a
conducive business environment.“The Bill seeks to
rationalise more than 1000 offences, removing
outdated and redundant provisions thereby
improving the overall regulatory environment. The
Bill envisages a shift from criminal penalties for
minor, technical, or procedural defaults to civil and
administrative enforcement mechanisms,” stated the
Ministry of Commerce in its release.

In addition, the Bill proposes 67 amendments focused
on improving ease of living, signalling a broader
push to make regulatory processes more citizen-
friendly.The revised bill called for changes to
provisions in several laws, including the Indian Ports
Act and Merchant Shipping Act, both introduced in
2025, the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, the Delhi Police
Act, 1978, and the Delhi Municipal Corporation Act,
1957, among others.Previously, Jan Vishwas 2023
Act, notified on 11 August 2023, had decriminalised
183 provisions in 42 central Acts administered by 19
ministries/departments.

Unemployment crawls down
to 3.1% in 2025 from 3.2%
a year ago, reveals govt
survey

New Delhi.(Agency)

The rate of unemployment crawled down by one tenth
of a percentage point between 2024 and 2025, a
government survey has revealed. According to the
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 2025, rate of
unemployment for persons aged 15 years and above
stood at 3.2% in 2024 which has come down to 3.1%
in 2025. The PLFS was released by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation on Friday,
March 27.The PLFS is conducted annually and it
offers estimates of the employment and
unemployment situation in the country. It provides
data for Labour Force Participation Rates (LFPR),
Worker Population Ratio (WPR), Unemployment
Rate (UR), etc.Unemployment among educated
individuals

Unemployment rate in usual status among educated
persons (secondary and above) came down from
7.0% in 2024 to 6.5% in 2025. Incidentally, usual
status unemployment is an indicator of chronic
unemployment, of those who remained without work
for more than 183 inayear.

Share of agriculture down

Though agriculture employs the biggest share of
workers, its share in the employment scenario has
gone down from 44.8% in 2024 to 43.0% 2025 —a
significant drop considering it took place in just one
year.Construction is another labour-intensive sector.
Its share in employment crawled down from 12.3% to
12%. Employment in the manufacturing sector rose
from 11.6% to 12.1%. Employment in other services
have gone up too — from 12.2% to 13.1% between
the two above-mentioned years.Unemployment rates
gender-wise

The Periodic Labour Force Survey also revealed that
males have made progress in employment with the
unemployment count going down from 3.3% in 2024
t0 3.1% in 2025. However, the rate of unemployment
among women remained the same in 2025 compared
tothati2024—3.1%.

The rural picture

The survey revealed that rural male labour force
participation was at 80.5% while rural female
participation was slightly more than half that rate and
stood at 45.9%. But it was steady compared to the
previous years.

Want a bank locker You may be asked to buy
insurance, ULIP or investment first

This is the fourth part of Lock
& Key, a series that examines
how India's bank locker system
really works, from safety and
insurance to access and now,
the growing concerns around
how lockers are being allotted.

New Delhi,.(Agency)

A customer at a private bank walked in to
request a locker, a fairly routine banking
need. He was ready to meet the formal
requirements, including maintaining a
fixed deposit linked to the locker.But
instead of a simple application process,
he was given a choice. Buy a ULIP worth
around Rs 1 lakh. Or take a term
insurance policy of about Rs 40,000.The

RBI orders banks to impose

customer (wishes to remain anonymous),
who has an account with Kotak Mahindra
Bank, refused. He said he was willing to
make the required fixed deposit, but not
buy financial products he did not need.
His request for a Icker was effectively
turned down.What makes this more
concerning is that such conditions are not
part ofthe rules.

This is the fourth part of Lock & Key, a
series that examines how India’s bank
locker system really works, from safety
and insurance to access and now, the
growing concerns around how bank
lockers are being allotted.

WHAT RBIRULESACTUALLY SAY

The Reserve Bank of India has laid down
clear guidelines on how lockers should
be allotted.“Banks are strictly prohibited
from linking the allotment of bank locker
to the purchase of any other financial
product or service,” said Abhishek
Kumar, Seni Registered Investment
Adviser (RIA) and founder of Sahaj
Money.According to RBI rules, the only
financial requirement a bank can

mandate is a term deposit covering up to
three years of locker rent and charges for
breaking open the locker in case of
emergencies.“Any demand for
insurance, mutual funds, or additional
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investments is a violation of these
regulatory norms,” Kumar said.

WHAT CUSTOMERS ARE

EXPERIENCING ON THE
GROUND

Despite these rules, customers say the

reality can be very different.“Customers
are frequently pressured to purchase

insurance or other investment products as
a hidden condition for locker allotment,”
Kumar said.

He added that this is not an isolated issue.
“This practice is relatively widespread,

particularly in high demand urban
branches where the scarcity of lockers
gives staffleverage over applicants.”
With lockers in short supply, customers
often face a difficult choice — wait
indefinitely or agree to additional
conditions.“Many customers comply
with these informal demands simply
to avoid long wait times or potential
rejection,” he said.
WHY LOCKERS ARE BEING
USEDAS LEVERAGE
The reasons behind this behaviour lie in
how locker services are positioned within
banks.“In our experience, branch staff
push these products primarily because
locker services offer low profit margins
and involve high administrative
overhead,” Kumar said.In contrast,
selling financial products brings direct
revenue.

daily caps

to curb speculative trading on rupee

New Delhi.(Agency)

n a bid to curb speculative trading to cap
decline in the Indian rupee, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
ordered banks acting as authorised
dealers to limit their end-of-day open
positions in the onshore rupee to
USD 100 million. The domestic
currency had slid to fresh lows
amid widening trade gaps tied
to the US-Israel and Iran
conflict.The central bank
mandated that commercial
banks must implement the daily
cap by April 10, adding that the
regulator may set different
limits depending on evolving
market conditions.Analysts
said that the RBI may bring in
more measures if depreciation
in rupee continues, adding that
its support to the currency has sharply
reduced its foreign-exchange reserves,
limiting its ability to intervene
aggressively.The domestic currency

cased below the 94 per dollar mark for
the first time on Friday, dipping almost
1 per cent against the greenback,
leading to a cumulative of over 4 per
centsince the start of the US-Iran war.

Brent crude trading well above USD 100
per barrel far above the USD 70
baseline assumption of the RBI in
October has raised India’s import bill

and complicated the central bank’s
task of balancing inflation and
currency stability.

A smart recovery is likely in Indian

markets as the crude overhang wanes

and price-earnings (P/E) premiums
contract, a recent report had
said.

Emkay Global Financial
Services, in its latest report,
projected that the Indian
rupee could bounce back
toward Rs 91 per US dollar
and the 10-year government
bond yield to ease to about
6.65 per cent from 6.83 per
cent currently, with
normalisation taking two to
three months.

India’s overall economic
position remains stable

despite rise in fuel prices and crude oil

prices will be crucial in shaping the
country’s external balance in FY27,
another report had said.

Rs 6,855 crore probe deepens: SFI0 tightens grip on
IFCl; S Nayar, M Mukherjee, AK Rai under scanner

New Delhi:.(Agency)

ARs 6,855 crore loan-related case linked
to IFCI is now under detailed
investigation, with the Serious Fraud
Investigation Office (SFIO) stepping
up its action and moving the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) with a wide-ranging
petition.

The probe covers several years
and goes beyond a single
leadership period. It involves
institutions, senior executives,
and multiple corporate
borrowers, raising serious
concerns about how such large
loans were approved and &
managed.At the centre of the J
case are alleged irregularities in
loans worth Rs 6,855 crore.
Authorities suspect that funds may have
been diverted or misused, with complex
transactions possibly used to hide the
money trail. There are also concerns

about possible coordination between
borrowers and decision-makers, along
with lapses in loan approvals,
restructuring, and recovery
processes.Probe Spans Multiple
Leadership Periods

One of he most unusual aspects of the
case is that three former Chairmen and
Managing Directors of IFCI are under
scrutiny:Such a situation is rare and

suggests that the issues may not be
limited to one phase but could have
continued across different leadership
tenures. Investigators are trying to
determine whether this was a one-time
failure or a pattern over time.Big
Companies Also Under
Lens
The investigation includes
several well-known
corporate groups, many of
which have faced financial
stress or insolvency. These
include:Their involvement
has raised questions about
how loans were evaluated
and monitored.
Case Filed InNCLT
The matter has been formally
taken to the NCLT through a
petition filed on January 24. The case
was registered in March and has already
reached the admission stage, with an
interim order passed.

Indian stock markets dip for
5th consecutive week amid
geopolitical tensions

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Indian equity benchmarks closed lower for
the fifth consecutive week, amid persistent
geopolitical tensions, elevated crude oil prices
and sustained foreign outflows. Nifty dipped
1.28 per cent during the week and declined 2.09
per cent on the last trading day to settle at 22,819.
At close, Sensex was down 1,690 points or 2.25
per cent, at 73,583. It declined 1.27 per cent
during the week.Both indices remained volatile
and under pressure throughout the week,
although they attempted intermittent recoveries
during the week.Bank Nifty underperformed the
broader market, closing near 52,274, down 2.67
per cent on Friday. It posted a steep weekly
decline ofaround 2.16 per cent.

The key overhang remained the ongoing
geopolitical uncertainty surrounding the US—Iran
conflict, keeping markets highly event-driven.

Concerns around global energy supply disruptions
persisted, with Brent crude prices hovering in the
$98-$115 range, continuing to exert pressure on
inflation expectations and overall macro stability.

Sectorally, Nifty metal and PSU Banks emerged as
the top losers on a weekly basis. Nifty IT and
pharma were the only weekly gainers, rising 1.17
per centand 0.11 per cent, respectively.

Broader indices showed performed in line with the
benchmark indices during the week, as the Nifty
Midcap100 lost 1.38 per cent, while Nifty
Smallcap100 dipped 0.63 per cent.

The Indian rupee weakened further, breaching the
94-mark against the US dollar, reflecting stress
from elevated crude prices, and persistent capital
outflows.Vinit Bolinjkar, Head of Research,
Ventura predicted range-bound action in the
markets and elevated VIX until global risk
sentiment eases. “Robust domestic flows and any
de-escalation in tensions should limit downside,
favouring quality large-caps and domestic
themes over high-beta plays," he said.

The Nifty 50 index is currently attempting to
stabilise in the 22,850-22,750 zone, indicating
initial signs of consolidation after the recent
decline, market participants said. Immediate
resistance is located at 23,000-23,100 zones,
they said.For Bank Nifty, 52,000-51,800 zones
are viewed as the immediate support levels
followed by 51,500-51,000 levels, market
participants said. On the upside, 3,000-53,600
acts as immediate resistance, they
added.Elevated oil prices are expected to keep
pressure on markets, while any pullback could
prompt short-covering and support a rebound, an
analyst said.

On Friday, FIIs extended their aggressive selling in
Indian equities, clocking net outflows of around
Rs25,000-30,000 crore during the week.

Gold gains over 5% on weekly basis
amid puII buck in cruc_le prlces

New Delhi.(Agency)

Gold prices gained 5.77 per cent during the

week, amid sustained geopolitical
tensions and pull back in crude oil prices.

On Friday, MCX gold April futures added

0.15 per cent while MCX silver May
futures declined 0.09 per cent. Currently,
gold futures stand at Rs 1,44,500, while
silver futures at Rs 2,27,750 per kg.The
price of 10 grams of 24-carat gold was at
Rs 1,42,942 on Friday, up from Rs
1,35,141 seen on Monday market
opening, according to data published by
the India Bullion and Jewellers
Association (IBJA).Gold spot prices
dipped marginally on the last day of the
trading as a strong US dollar weighed on
the market. MCX gold in India showed a
steady recovery from a weekly low of Rs.
1,29,595 per 10 gram, while COMEX
gold ended above USD4,500 per troy
ounce.Analysts said that the recent dip in
gold came as the traders sold bullion to
raise cash amid risk-asset losses but the
underlying upside momentum remains
strong as the central bank continues
bullion buying and geopolitical risk
underpin prices.Further, elevated US

Treasury yields had also reduced the
relative appeal of non-yielding assets like
gold during the week.

Analysts noted that a pullback in Brent
crude from near USD 120 per barrel to
about USD 93 per barrel earlier in the
week eased inflation fears and helped
gold rebound from oversold
levels.Traders remain cautious as near-

term swings are likely to be sharp, driven
by news from the Middle East, volatile
crude prices and central bank policy
signals."The commodities market enters
the week in a phase of measured
stabilisation following last week’s sharp
correction," an analyst said

"The recent decline has eased overbought

conditions, with prices now attempting to

rebuild momentum amid mixed global
cues, including a firm US dollar and
evolving geopolitical developments in the
Middle East," he added.

The MCX Gold prices are trading near

support levels after a sustained multi-
week uptrend with Rs 1,36,000— Rs
1,40,000 zone acting as a strong base, a
market participant said.
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IndiGo flight makes emergency landing
in Delhi, engine failure suspected

A Visakhapatnam-Delhi IndiGo flight, carrying 161 passengers, made an emergency landing

at the Delhi airport due to suspected engine failure.

Bungalow built after razing
15th century ASI monument

allotted to Delhi Chief
Secretary

New Delhi.(Agency)

A bungalow in Southeast Delhi’s Kilokri Jal Vihar,
allegedly constructed by former Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
CEO Udit Prakash Rai by razing down a 15th century
monument, has a new occupant — Chief Secretary
Rajeev Verma, The Indian Express has learnt. “He has
moved into the Jal Vihar bungalow. It has been a month
now,” a senior official said.

There was controversy related to the bungalow in 2023
when the Delhi Vigilance department issued a show
cause notice to Rai for allegedly razing a 15th century
Pathan period *Mahal’ — dating back to 1418 when the
Sayyid dynasty ruled Delhi — to construct a lavish
official bungalow for himself. The bungalow,
constructed at a cost of nearly Rs 4 crore, was builton a
site measuring 700 sqgmonaplotof'5,500 sq m.

Verma — a 1992-AGMUT (Arunachal Pradesh-Goa-
Mizoram and Union Territory) cadre IAS officer, who
was appointed the Chief Secretary (CS) of Delhi last
October — had not been staying in a government-
allotted accommodation due to non-availability of a
bungalow. *Usually, different types of houses are
allocated to officials according to their rank, cadre and
seniority, The CS was initially looking for an official
accomodation in Chankyapuri’s Satya Marg, where
most of the former chief secretaries stayed during their
tenure. However, due to non-availability of any official
flat, bungalow 2 at Kilokri Jal Vihar was allotted to
him,” said the official. *The bungalow will be returned
to the DJB, after the CS vacates it.” the official added.

Verma, who is set to retire in December, did not respond
to calls and messages seeking a comment on the matter.

Officials said the Public Works Department (PWD) is the
nodal agency for alloting houses to officers of Delhi
government, even to the Chief Minister and the
ministers. Bureaucrats need to apply to PWD for
allotment of official accommodations,

‘Bought a chopper...’,
‘headed to Thailand...’: Good
times take off in land sale
windfall as Noida airport
readies for inauguration

New Delhi.(Agency)
The hustle and bustle of the preparation for the inauguration

New Delhi.(Agency)

A full emergency was declared on a runway
of Indira Gandhi International (1GI)
Airport, Delhi, after an IndiGo flight from
Visakhapatnam (6E 579) reported a
suspected engine failure on Saturday.
Runway 28 of the airport was placed on
high alert, as airport authorities
immediately activated emergency
protocols. However, the Visakhapatnam-
Delhi flight, a Boeing 737-800 aircraft
carrying 161 passengers, landed safely at

evacuated, sources said.
WHAT HAPPENED AT DELHI
AIRPORT?

Information about the emergency landing

was received at 10.53 am, following
which all agencies were kept on alert, and
fire tenders were dispatched. Authorities
said no damage was reported. "A flight
made an emergency landing at Delhi
airport. The fire department received
information about the emergency landing
at 10.53 am and immediately dispatched
fire tenders. The flight landed safely," the
Delhi Fire Services (DFS) said in a
statement.

around 11 am. All passengers were safely IndiGo, in a statement, said a "technical

snag" was detected shortly before landing,
"As a precautionary step and in
accordance with the standard operating

procedure, the pilots requested priority
landing, and the aircraft arrived safely at
IGI Airport," the statement said.

Last month, a full emergency was declared

at Delhi airport after a SpiceJet Delhi-Leh
flight reported an issue in one of its
engines. The flight, carrying around 150
passengers, returned to Delhi. [t was also a
Boeing 737 aircraft, which has recently
come under scrutiny over repeated engine
failures. In fact, several international
airlines have also reported a recurring
pattern of failures involving the CFM56
engines on Boeing 737s. Last year,
Aerolineas Argentinas grounded eight
Boeing 737-800 aircraft.

Man hangs daughters, 10 and 11, upside down
overnight over theft suspicion; 1 dead

A suspected case of brutal child abuse in Maharashtra's Sangli has left a 10-year-old
girl dead and her elder sister critically injured.

New Delhi.(Agency)

A father allegedly subjected his two
minor daughters to brutal torture on
suspicion of theft, leading to the death
of one and leaving the other
critically injured. The accused,
identified as Dadu Haibat
Yamgar, tied the hands and legs I
of his daughters,10-year-old
Sanika and 11-year-old Anuja,
and hung them upside down
from an iron angle in their house
around 5 pm on Wednesday. The = =
girls were allegedly left hanging =
through the night, erying in pain l
and repeatedly asking for water,
which they were denied. '

The horrific ordeal ended only the
next morning when their grandfather

untied them around 6 am. By then, Sanika was declared dead on arrival at a

Sanika had died, while Anuja was

found unconscious and seriously
injured. She was rushed to hospital,
where she later regained consciousness
and narrated the incident to doctors,

information suggests that neighbours

had raised suspicions of theft against

the girls, prompting the father to carry
out the brutal punishment,

In a disturbing development,
family members allegedly
attempted to conduct
Sanika’s last rites quietly to
prevent the incident from
coming to light. However,
the truth emerged after
Anuja’s statement.

| Further, it has also emerged
redl . that the accused allegedly

i . attacked the girls’
i
\ - : t l)

grandfather, who had freed
them, with a sharp weapon

following which a police complaint

was registered.

|

and issued death threats.
Police have taken the accused father into
custody and launched a detailed

investigation into the case.

private hospital. Preliminary

Commercial LPG supply now
increased to 70%, says Delhi minister

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi government has increased commercial LPG
allocation to 70% of previous levels, minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa on Friday as he underlined that there is no
supply shortage in the city. This comes after the latest
directives from the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas. Now, about 6,300 cylinders of 19 kg will be available

where feasible,” Sirsa added. “There is absolutely no
shortage: supplies are stable, thanks to proactive
measures,” Sirsa said. Essential services such as
education, healthcare, transport and public utilities have
been allocated 225 cylinders, while similar quantities
have been earmarked for caterers, government
institutions and community kitchens.

on a daily basis for commercial establishments in the Sports facilities and stadiums will receive 270 cylinders, the

Capital (against the normal
consumption of 9,000 cylinders),
according to an official statement.

According to the statement, hospitality |

and food-related establishments,
including hotels, restaurants, dhabas, |
food processing units and dairies, |
received the largest daily share at
3,375 cylinders. “Delhi’s industries
and eateries can now operate without
disruption. This 70% allocation is a

statement said, adding that 5 kg
refills for migrant workers and
students have also been provided.

government has increased the
commercial LPG cylinder
allocation from 20% to 50% of
average daily consumption,
raising the supply from 1,800 to
4,500 cylinders (19 kg
equivalent) per day.

direct result of coordinated efforts at the Centre and state Amid the war in West Asia, the Food and Supplies

level,” said Sirsa.

Continuous monitoring shows no hoarding or panic, with
booking details reflecting normal demand patterns across

department had on March 14 capped the daily regulated
supply of commercial LPG cylinders at 20% of the city’s
average daily consumption — 1,800 cylinders in place of

Sidewalks, cycle tracks,
green corridors, public
plazas: Five key stretches in

Delhi set for revamp

New Delhi.(Agency)

Five key stretches and junctions in Delhi, which
witness heavy traffic, including Minto
Road-1TO-Karkardooma, Delhi Gate, Netaji
Subhash Marg—ITO and Najafgarh Road, are set to
to undergo a major redesign aimed at easing traffic
congestion and creating pedestrian-friendly, green
urban spaces. The plan includes segregated
pedestrian sidewalks, dedicated cycle tracks, green
corridors, transit stops, public plazas, bus stops and
open urban spaces, officials said.

A proposal in this regard was recently reviewed by
Lieutenant Governor Taranjit Singh Sandhu, based
on a comprehensive redevelopment plan prepared
by the School of Planning and Architecture (SPA),
Delhi, they added.

According to the officials, SPA has identified five
high-traffic corridors that routinely face
congestion, especially during peak hours. They are
Minto Road-ITO-Karkardooma: Minto
Road-Aruna Asaf Ali Marg—Jawaharlal Nehru
Marg—Delhi Gate; Netaji Subhash Marg-Shanti
Van—Mahatma Gandhi Marg (along the
Yamuna)-ITO-IT Estate Metro Station; Dhaula
Kuan-Jail Road/Cariappa Marg-Tilak Nagar
Crossing; and Uttam Nagar-Tilak Nagar—Rajouri
Garden on Najafgarh Road. These stretchers are
located in Central, West and East Delhi, connecting
prominent areas such as Connaught Place, Delhi
Cantonment, Raj Ghat and ITO, which houses
several government offices including the Delhi
Secretariat, among others. “The LG reviewed the
SPA presentation on transforming transit corridors
into green and pedestrian-friendly spaces,” said an
official from LG office.

Officials said the plan also includes upgrading
stormwater drainage to prevent flooding and reduce
silt-related dust pollution, along with building
scientifically-designed green central verges.
Integrated pedestrian pathways with cycle tracks,
public utilities and resting shelters have also been
proposed, they added.

To boost night-time economy in these areas, the plan
envisions movable vending zones and informal
craft bazaars, Additional features include improved
street lighting, short-duration parking and
enhanced surveillance to improve safety,
particularly for women and children.

An official from SPA said. “If we plan a complete
street design, integrating multiple transport modes
and developing these corridors with a focus on
improving mobility and infrastructure while
promoting beautification and night economy, not
only will traffic jams be reduced but this will also
create vibrant urban corridors accessible for
everyone.” Under this plan, a multimodal approach
would go on to integrate walking and cycling, as
well as various modes of transport like buses, light
rail and private vehicles. Officials said the LG has
assured full support in assessing the project’s
feasibility and coordinating between agencies such
as the PWD, MCD and DDA for its

of the Noida International Airport — pitched to be one of
Asia’s largest once complete — has been palpable in the
villages nearby. The National Capital Region’s (NCR)
second international airport is set to be inaugurated by PM

Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs), he said. “The Delhi
government remains committed to fair distribution,
urging consumers to book promptly and apply for PNG

the usual 9,000 — dividing consumers into eight priority
sectors with hospitals, educational institutions, Railways
andairports getting 100% allocation.

implementation. He also suggested that Kingsway
Camp-Mall Road stretch should be considered for
development on the same lines, they added.

Narendra Modi on Saturday as multiple dignitaries mark
attendance at the grand event.

Good times rolled out with the commencement of the project
as many reaped the benefits of the land sale windfall,
according to Shivam Prajapati (26), a resident of Banwari
Bas village. “Most of the people are very happy with the
airport being constructed and their land being acquired.
Sabne apne shauk shuk pure kar liye (everyone had their
wishes fulfilled),” he told The Indian Express as he stood
atashop near the airport on the eve of inauguration,

Prajapati is one of the subcontractors of labourers involved
in the construction of the airport, as well as the Tata
Power’s solar plant nearby. “A large landowner, who got
around Rs 15 crore for his land, even bought a helicopter,”
he claimed, adding that he is planning to go to Thailand
next month with his friends.

In the Kishorpur village, a resident shared his before-and-
after story. “'I was earlier one of the poorest in the village. ..
but now, I earn around Rs 60,000 per month just by letting
labourers leave their helmets and keys with me at the
shop,” said Ajay Beniwal, while lying on a cot inside a
shop, as he admitted that he struck gold by leveraging the
opportunity.

Another resident of Banwari Bas, Nanak Chand (56), shared
that he constructed six additional rooms in his house to rent
them out over the last few years when he saw a huge influx
of migrant labourers in the area. But now, he is anxious.
“Now the number of labourers have gone down. Two years
back, all my rooms used to be rented out. But now, only one
is...” he said, pointing out that he used to earn Rs 3,000 per
month from every room.

West Asia conflict: Will ensure uninterrupted services
to citizens, coordinating with Centre, says Delhi CM

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi government is in close
coordination with the Centre to ensure
uninterrupted services and smooth
arrangements for citizens, said Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta after attending
the high-level meeting chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on the ongoing
West Asia war.

Reviewing the potential impact, and the
preparedness, in light of the conflict,
PM Modi on Friday told Chief Ministers
that addressing the challenge is a
“shared responsibility” and urged them
to work together as “Team India” to
“successfully overcome the situation.

In a video conference with CMs and
Lieutenant Governors of States and
Union Territories — except those going
to polls — Modi underlined that his
government’s priorities we

ensure energy security, safeguard the
interests of citizens, and strengthen
industry and supply chains.

Verm ] ¢ 10 Gupta in a post on X, said, “Participated
maintain economic and trade stability,
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States and Union Territorics chaired by

PM...”

She said, “Amid the global scenario,
maintaining the country’s economic
virtually in the high-level meeting of dynamism and the uninterrupted

availability of essential resources is our
shared priority.” Saying that public
interest is the top-most concern of the
Modi government, Gupta said effective
and far-reaching steps are being taken
by the central government under the
leadership of the PM to further
strengthen the supply chain.

“With the unbreakable spirit of *Team
India’... we all are fully committed to
ensuring that no additional burden of
global circumstances falls on our
common citizens,” she said.

In a statement after the meeting, the PMO
said, “The PM highlighted that the
situation remains dynamic,
necessitating continuous monitoring
and adaptive strategies. He said that an
Inter-Ministerial Group has been
operational since March 3, reviewing
the situation on a daily basis and taking
timely decisions.”
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Five Indians injured after
fire breaks out at UAE
industrial unit following

World (Agency)

UAE authorities said fire broke out early Saturday at an
industrial zone following a missile and drone attack
from Iran, leaving five people with injuries.A
statement released by government media office said
"the incident has resulted in injuries ranging from
moderate to minor sustained by five individuals of
Indian nationality".The United Arab Emirates'
defence ministry said air defences were responding to
incoming cruise missiles and drones fired by Iran, as
Tehran pressed strikes in the Gulf a month into the
regional war.The Abu Dhabi government media
office said in a statement posted online that
authorities were dealing with two fires in the area of
the emirate's Khalifa Economic Zones.

The statement said the fires had broken out due to
falling debris from a "successful interception" of a
ballistic missile.8io

"Epstein Island” Tag

Appears On White House

Number Due To Google
Glitch

World.(Agency)

The official phone number of the White House
appeared on some Android phones as "Epstein
Island" for a brief period before Google fixed it, The
Washington Post reported. It came to light when The
Postreporters called the Oval Office this week.

The calls reached the correct number, but the unusual
label appeared on the screen instead of the "White
House". The issue affected mainly Android devices,
particularly Google Pixel phones, while iPhone users
saw no name at all."It was not a wrong number. That's
what the phone displayed when some Washington
Post journalists called the White House
switchboard," The Post reported.Soon after, the
American daily reported the issue to Google. A
company spokesperson, Matthew Flegal, stated that
it originated from a "fake edit" someone had made in
Google Maps. This incorrect information briefly
appeared in the call ID feature of some Android
phones.Google confirmed the error had been
corrected, and the White House now appeared
correctly on all devices. Calls to the number now
show only the phone number, with no name
attached.Flegal added that the edit violated Google's
policies, and the user responsible had been blocked
from making further edits.

Mike Blumenthal, an expert who helps businesses
manage their Google listings, has long criticised
Google for how easy it is for someone to change
business names or phone numbers in Google's
systems, including Google search, Google Maps, and
the caller ID feature on phones.It's unclear how long
the 'Epstein Island' name was attached to the White
House switchboard number or how many callers may
have seen it," he told the outlet. The White House has
faced several questions about Trump's past
friendship with Jeffrey Epstein, who died by suicide
in2019 in federal custody ata Manhattan jail. Epstein
had been charged with sex trafficking of minor girls.

"Either Dead Or In Very Bad
Shape": Trump On Mojtaba
Khamenei

World.(Agency)

US President Donald Trump has claimed that Iran's top
leadership has been wiped out and suggested that the
country no longer has a functioning supreme leader,
saying even Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei may be
dead or wounded. Trump said US military action had
destroyed Iran's leadership and military power,
leaving its highest authority effectively eliminated.

Speaking about the impact of American military action,
Trump said Iran's leadership and military power had
been destroyed. He claimed that even the country's
highest authority no longer existed. "No, their leaders
are dead. Their supreme leader is no longer supreme.
He's dead. The son is either dead or in very bad shape
because nobody's heard from him," Trump
said. Trump made these remarks during an address at
the Future Investment Initiative Priority Summit in
Miami, where he also gave an assessment of the war
and described Iran as being weakened by US
operations. He said the US forces had gone far beyond
expectations in dismantling Iran's military
capabilities."Iran's navy is gone. It's all sunk at the
bottom of the gulf.. Their air force is totally,
completely dead... Their anti-aircraft and
communications capabilities are totally dismantled
and dead," Trump said.

"We're crushing Iran's weapons stockpiles, destroying
their missiles and drone factories at levels nobody
ever thought were possible, and turning their defense
industrial base into nothing," he added.

Follow LIVE Updates

After Iran's supreme leader Ali Khamenei was killed in
strikes on February 28, Tehran announced that his
son, Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, had been named
as his successor. However, questions remain over
Iran's leadership, as Mojtaba Khamenei has not been
seen publicly since being named the new supreme
leader. US officials have said he was wounded during
the war, while Iran's Guard and other military units
appear to be operating without any central
command.Earlier also, Trump had expressed
uncertainty about Mojtaba Khamenei's condition. On
March 16, he said it was unclear whether Iran's new
leader was still alive after reports that he had been
injured in an air strike. "We don't know if he's dead or
not. [ will say that nobody has seen him, which is
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Canada passes new legislation that strengthens asylum
rules; immigration system and border security

<Under the new law, the
federal government can

share certain immigration-

related information with
provinces and territories.

provide law enforcement agencies with
more tools to secure borders, combat
transnational organized crime, illegal

fentanyl, and illicit financing.

Under the new law, the federal government
can share certain immigration-related
information with provinces and territories.
This is meant to improve coordination
between different levels of government,

LOS ANGELES. (Agency)

The Canadian government has passed a new
law to tighten its asylum rules, allowing
authorities to stop accepting, suspend, or
terminate the processing of immigration
applications. The law also gives powers to
suspend, cancel, or change immigration
documents such as work permits, study
permits, temporary resident visas, and
permanent resident visas, and to impose or
modify conditions on temporary residents.

On March 26, Canada’s Immigration System
and Borders Act (Bill C-12) received Royal
Assent and has now come into effect. The
law aims to strengthen the country’s
immigration and asylum systems and

including access to services and program
management. Information sharing will take
place through formal agreements and must
follow privacy rules.The law also gives the
government authority to manage
immigration application processing in
certain situations. These include cases
involving system integrity concerns, public
health or safety risks, or technical issues.
Authorities may temporarily pause or limit
the processing of some applications or
documents in such cases.Indian nationals
make up the largest group of asylum
seekers in Canada. According to the
Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB) of
Canada, more than 45,000 asylum claims
have been made by Indian nationals since

Millions expected to hit US streets in
protest against Trump’s war and policies

UNITED STATES. (Agency)

Massive nationwide protests against US

President Donald Trump are expected
Saturday as millions of people vent
fury over what they see as his
authoritarian bent and other forms of
cruel, law-trampling governance.

It is the third time in less than a year that

Americans will take to the streets as
part of a grassroots movement called
"No Kings," the most vocal and visual
conduit for opposition to Trump since
he began his second term in January
2025.And now they have something
new to fume over -- the war in Iran that
Trump launched alongside Israel, with
ever-shifting goals and timelines for
completion.The first such nationwide
protest day came in June on Trump's
79th birthday and coincided with a
military parade in Washington that he
insisted on holding.Several million
people turned out, from New York to
San Francisco and many places in
between.The second "No Kings" day
in October drew an estimated seven
million protesters, according to
organizers.

The goal now is to bring out even more

people on Saturday, as Trump's
approval rating is low at around 40

percent and midterm elections loom in
November, when Trump's Republicans
could lose control of both chambers.

Just as Trump is worshipped by many in
his "Make America Great Again"
movement,

on the other side of

America's wide political chasm he is
disliked or even loathed with equal
passion.Trump foes bemoan his
penchant for ruling by executive
decree, his use of the Justice
Department to prosecute opponents,
his embrace of fossil fuels and climate
change denial even as the planet warms,
his fight against racial and gender
diversity programs, and his newfound
taste for flexing US military power
after campaigning as a man of peace.

"Since the last time we marched, this

administration has dragged us deeper
into war," said Naveed Shah of

Common Defense, a veterans
association that belongs to the "No
Kings" movement."At home, we've
watched citizens killed in the streets by
militarized forces. We've seen families
torn apart and immigrant communities
targeted. All of it done in the name of
one man trying to rule like a king,"
Shah said. Springsteen in Minneapolis
-Organizers say more than 3,000
rallies are planned, an increase from
the last protest day, in major cities
coast to coast and in suburbs and rural
areas -- even in the Alaskan town of
Kotzebue, above the Arctic circle.

Minnesota will be a key focal point,

returning to the limelight months after
becoming ground zero for the national
debate over Trump's violent
immigration crackdown.Legendary
rocker Bruce Springsteen, a fierce
critic of the president, is scheduled to
perform in St. Paul, the capital of the
northern state, his song "Streets of
Minneapolis."It is a ballad he wrote
and recorded in the space of 24 hours in
memory of Renee Good and Alex
Pretti, Americans shot and killed by
federal agents during protests in frigid
January weather against Trump's
immigration offensive.

US Woman Awarded Rs 132 Crore After
Eating lce Cream With Nails, Metal Shards

HANOI.(Agency)

A US woman has been awarded Rs 132

crore ($14 million) in damages by a
court jury after she ate an ice cream
cone containing nails and other metal
fragments. The Brevard County court
found Bruster's Real Ice Cream liable
for serving the contaminated dessert to
Brandy Buckley, which led to serious
medical complications for the Florida
resident. The lawsuit was originally
filed in 2019, but the case went to trial
earlier this month.Buckley went to the
ice cream shop in Palm Bay with her
two children to get ice cream cones on
September 11, 2018. She was eating a
waffle cone with butter pecan ice

cream when she noticed something
wrong. As per her attorneys, Buckley
swallowed some of the metal pieces,
which caused internal injuries."She
took a big bite of it and swallowed it
quickly. She felt something but
thought it was pecans," Scott Alpizar,
the lead attorney in the case was quoted
as saying by Florida Today.Buckley
ended up going to the hospital, where
X-ray tests showed she had ingested
metals along with at least one nail.
Surgery was performed to remove the
foreign objects from the body, but she
continued to have health problems as
not all of the metal was removed."It's
really hard to understand how metal

could have ended up in the ice cream.
No matter how much trust you have in
national brands, mistakes happen. You
just need to be careful," said Scott.The
woman's attorneys also submitted
photos of the ice cream cone remnant
and a nail in front of the jurors who
ended up delivering the judgment in
favour of the mother of two.This case
highlights the critical importance of
food safety and the responsibility that
both local operators and national
brands have to protect consumers,"
said Scott.John Alpizar, the other
attorney representing Buckley, said his
client was grateful to the jury for
fulfilling their civic duty.

December 2012. In the first six months of

last year alone, nearly 9,770 refugee claims
were filed by Indian citizens. Most of these
claims are reportedly from Punjab and are
often linked to political or security
concerns.Under the new rules, individuals
who file an asylum claim more than one
year after their first entry into Canada on or
after June 24, 2020, will usually not have
their cases referred to the Immigration and
Refugee Board of Canada (IRB) for a full
hearing. “ The asylum claims made more
than one year after someone’s first entry
into Canada after June 24, 2020, would not
be referred to IRB regardless of whether

the person has since left and returned. Also
Asylum claims from people who enter
Canada between ports of entry along the
Canada-US land border and who make a
claim after 14 days would not be referred
tothe IRB,” it states.

The government said these new eligibility
requirements will reduce pressure on the
asylum system, protect it from sudden
increases in claims, close loopholes, and
discourage people from using asylum
claims as a shortcut to regular immigration
pathways.” Guidance will be provided to
officers to consider the individual
circumstances of unaccompanied minors,
given their lack of legal guardianship.
People who are affected by these new rules
will still have access to a pre-removal risk
assessment (PRRA) to prevent them from
being sent back to a country where they
face risks like persection, torture or other
harm,” it added.” With the passage of Bill
C-12, we’re strengthening the practical
tools that keep our immigration and asylum
systems fair, efficient and working as
intended.

1 Month On, Where US-Israel
War On Iran Stands And What
It Cost So Far

World.(Agency)

What the US and Israel thought would be a short-term
aerial bombardment of Iran to take out the top
leadership and make way for a more Western-friendly
establishment has landed them in choppy waters.

Despite the assassination of Iran's Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Khamenei, and other top military and
intelligence officials, Tehran still shows no signs of
buckling under pressure.

How It Unfolded

On February 28, Washington and Tel Aviv launched air
strikes on Tehran, Minab and a number of other cities.
The attacks have continued unabated, killing about
1,900 people, including 175 school girls, and
displacing 3.2 million people.Iran's response was swift
and wide-ranging. Missiles and drones were launched
at Israel and Gulf nations, including Kuwait, the UAE,
Saudi Arabia and Jordan.In the UAE, intercepted
debris in Abu Dhabi killed two, while Kuwait's
Shuwaikh Port was hit.US Defence Secretary Pete
Hegseth, in a recent briefing, claimed that America has
destroyed more than 10,000 targets that included
underground facilities and buildings critical to Iran's
defence industrial base and sunk over 150 Iranian
naval vessels.Over 4,500 people, including 1,900 in
Iran, have been killed across more than a dozen
countries involved since February 28, The
Independent reported. Two major steel plants in Iran
were damaged in airstrikes, according to Iranian media.
It is being reported that key sites linked to Iran's
nuclear programme were also targeted.Former
Pentagon official Elaine McCusker has estimated that
battle damage and replacement of losses in the first
three weeks alone could cost the US between $1.4
billion and $2.9 billion.Beyond Iran, the conflict has
triggered clashes between Israel and Hezbollah that
have impacted thousands in Lebanon.Over 1,100
people have been killed there and millions displaced,
as per The Independent.

Economic Pressure Point

Despite being under heavy bombardment, Iran has
managed to exert global pressure through its control of
the Strait of Hormuz, a route that carries nearly 20 per
cent of the world's oil.By blocking ships linked to its
rivals, Iran has disrupted the global oil supply, which
has driven crude prices higher.

Where Things Stand Now

US President Donald Trump has delayed further strikes
on Iran's energy infrastructure by 10 days, saying
peace talks are “going very well.”

Iran has rejected US proposals as “one-sided and unfair”
and has put forward its own non-negotiable demands
that include sovereignty over the Strait of Hormuz and
war reparations.

Prime Minister To Ouster To Arrest:
Rise And Fall Of KP Sharma Oli

World.(Agency)

Tough-talking Nepali leader Khadga Prasad
Sharma Oli spent decades in communist
politics and served as prime minister four
times before he was ousted in 2025 by

government's brief ban on social media,
but were driven by widespread frustration
over economic stagnation and entrenched
corruption.He quit as premier as mobs
torched his house, parliament and

The commission report said that it was "not
established that there was an order to
shoot", but said that "no effort was made to
stop or control the firing".Authoritarian
streakPolitical journalist Binu Subedi said

deadly youth protests.

He was arrested on Saturday morning, one
day after the country's new prime minister
took office, following the defeat of the 74-
year-old's bid for a political comeback in
elections earlier this month.Oli, leader of
the Communist Party of Nepal-Unified
Marxist Leninist (CPN-UML), painted the
polls during campaigning as a "competition
between those who burn the country and
those who build it".

He suffered a decisive defeat.

Oli was detained by police after a
government-backed commission
recommended his prosecution for his

government offices.In his resignation
letter, Oli said he hoped stepping
down would help "move towards a
political solution and the resolution of
the problems".In January, he gave a
statement to a commission
established by the interim
government to investigate the deadly
crackdown on the youth-led uprising.
Oli has denied he had told the police to
open fire on protesters."I did not give
any orders to shoot," he said, in an
audio statement posted on his social
media accounts in January.Instead, he
has blamed "infiltrators" or "anarchic
forces" for igniting violence --

Ba (father), we love you" atrallies.

Oli's political career stretches nearly six
decades, a period that saw a decade-long
civil war and Nepal's 2008 abolition of its
monarchy.Drawn into underground
communist politics as a teenager, he
was 21 when arrested in 1973 for
campaigning to overthrow the king. "I
was sentenced to harsh imprisonment
for 14 years, with four years of solitary
confinement", he wrote in a book of
selected speeches.He studied and
wrote poetry in detention, penning his
verses on cigarette boxes when he
couldn't access paper."My crime was
that I fought against the autocratic
regime," Oli added. "But this never
deterred me; instead, it emboldened
me to continue the struggle."

After his release in 1987, he joined the
CPN-UML and rose through the ranks,

1 r i Oli had an authoritarian streak, and
without giving further details."The  considered his word as "final", rarely
children were led to sucha point where the  accepting criticism or suggestions.

law itself orders shooting," he added.The - Ofien known by his first initials "KP", Oli
commission report said Oli hz}d held  gpent years cultivating a cult-like image,
responsiblity as the government's head.  ith life-size cutouts and banners of "KP

alleged role in the September violence that
killed at least 77 people.He has previously
denied responsibility or that he ordered the
police to open fire.

"No effort'

The protests were triggered by the Oli

unusual," Trump had said at an event at the White
House.Meanwhile, Trump further claimed that Iran
was now seeking talks and pushing for a deal. "They
are negotiating. They are begging to make a deal," he
said during his Miami speech.

winning a parliamentary seat.He first
became prime minister in 2015, before
being re-elected in 2018 and reappointed
briefly in 2021 in Nepal's often turbulent
parliament.
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IPL 2026 complete guide: Where
to watch, FAQs, schedule and all

you need to know

New Delhi. (Agency)

The wait is over. The 19th edition of the Indian
Premier League begins on March 28 and runs
until May 31, promising two months of high-
intensity T20 action across packed stadiums
in India. The season will feature 70 league
matches, followed by Qualifier 1, Eliminator,
Qualifier 2 and the final.

On Friday, the BCCI announced the second
part of the league-stage schedule, confirming
that each team will play 14 matches, seven at
home and seven away, before the top four
advance to the playoffs. Matches will be held
across 13 venues.The tournament opener will
see defending champions Royal Challengers
Bengaluru take on 2016 winners Sunrisers
Hyderabad in Bengaluru. After ending their

long wait for a maiden title in 2025, RCB
enter the new season with renewed
confidence, but also the pressure of proving
last year’s triumph was no fluke. There will be
no shortage of storylines elsewhere. Chennai
Super Kings, who finished bottom of the
table for the first time last season, will be
desperate for a turnaround. Mumbai Indians,
five-time champions, are still chasing their
first title since 2020.

Punjab Kings, Lucknow Super Giants and
Delhi Capitals remain in search of their
maiden IPL crown, while Gujarat Titans and
Rajasthan Royals will aim to add to their one
title each. The Kings played the final last
season, but lost to RCB at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad.A major talking point
this season is the use of second homes. RCB
have shifted marquee home games against
MI and Kolkata Knight Riders from
Bengaluru to Raipur. Punjab Kings will host
MI, RCB and Delhi Capitals in Dharamsala,
while Rajasthan Royals will take key fixtures
against MI, Chennai Super Kings and RCB to
Guwahati.

IPL 2026: New season, 10
Indian captains, but the old
Dhoni question remains

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

As the Indian Premier League wanders into its
19th year, Indian cricket is not merely
ticking along; it is basking in a golden white-
ball age. Fresh from defending the ICC
Men's T20 World Cup crown, attention now
turns to the ever-beating heart of it all, the
Indian Premier League. From 28 March, the
circus rolls back into town, bringing with it
the finest players, sharpest minds and a
familiar swirl of chaos for two breathless
months, this time under the watch of ten
Indian captains.The IPL rarely does dull,
and 2026 already has the look of a proper
scrap. Squads have been shuffled, tweaked,
and in some cases entirely rebuilt at the
auction table. Every side appears convinced
it has struck the right balance, a dash of
youthful swagger, a measure of seasoned
calm, and a handful of players capable of
turning a game on its head in a matter of
overs.That, in many ways, is the essence of
the tournament. The IPL thrives on its
refusal to behave. One over can swing a
contest, an unfamiliar name can become the
story of the week, and the most carefully laid
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plans can unravel in an instant. With that in
mind, we have taken a close look at all ten
teams, weighing their strengths, probing
their vulnerabilities, and sketching out what
might pass for the best XI on current
form.Yet the IPL has never been just about
cricketing muscle. It is about identity,
theatre and a fair bit of local pride. Each
franchise carries the mood and colour of its
city. Home grounds are not merely venues;
they are puzzles to be solved. Teams obsess
over boundary dimensions, study how
surfaces behave under lights, and quietly
hope conditions hold just long enough to suit
their methods.

P(B issues show-cause nofice fo Naseem
Shah over controversial social media post

«« Lhe Pakistan cricket board

issued a show-cause notice to
Naseem Shah over a social media
post. The pacer must respond as
the board reviews disciplinary
action.

New Delhi. (Agency)

TThe Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) has issued
a show-cause notice to fast bowler Naseem
Shah for allegedly violating the terms of his
central contract and media regulations. The
development comes just a day after a
controversial social media post from his
account during the opening night of the
Pakistan Super League 2026 season.

The post, which was later deleted, appeared to
question the treatment of Maryam Nawaz,
the Chief Minister of Pakistan’s Punjab
province, at the event. In an official

-,

statement,

been initiated on the pacer's
actions.“Naseem Shah is required to provide

a response within the stipulated time.”The
PCB remains committed to upholding

professional standards, contractual

the Pakistan Cricket Board

obligations, and the integrity of the game.”
confirmed that disciplinary proceedings had The board did not specify the exact clause

breached but indicated that the matter would
be reviewed after receiving Naseem’s
response. WHAT WAS NASEEM SHAH'S
CONTROVERSIAL POSTABOUT?

The controversy stemmed from a post shared

on Naseem’s X account during the PSL
opener at Lahore’s Gaddafi Stadium. The
post included a video of Maryam Nawaz
arriving at the venue and read: “Why is she
treated like a queen at Lord’s?”

The post was quickly deleted, and a follow-up
message claimed that Naseem’s account had
been hacked and later recovered. However,
the explanation did not prevent the issue
from escalating. The incident gained further
attention as it came on a high-profile opening
night attended by dignitaries, despite earlier
decisions to limit public attendance due to
external factors. WHAT HAS PCB SAID ON
NASEEM SHAH?

The PCB maintained that the pacer’s actions
potentially breached both contractual
obligations and media policies, which
prohibit public criticism or inappropriate
remarks related to officials, institutions or
stakeholders.The board has taken a firm
stance on player conduct in recent times,
particularly around public statements and
political references. The case will now
proceed based on Naseem’s explanation,
following which any disciplinary action will
be decided.

IPL 2026: CSK talisman MS Dhoni out
for 2 weeks due to calf strain

New Delhi. (Agency)

Chennai Super Kings will not have the
services of legendary MS Dhoni in the first
two weeks of the Indian Premier League.
Dhoni has been ruled out for the first few
games due to a calf strain, confirmed the
franchise on Saturday, March 28.

The legendary wicketkeeper batter, who
has faced injury issues in recent years, is
expected to miss the first four games of
the IPL 2026 season for the franchise. In
place of Dhoni, either Sanju Samson or
Urvil Patel are expected to take over the
wicketkeeping duties for the
team.WHICH IPL 2026 MATCHES
WILLMS DHONIMISS? |

Dhoni is expected to miss at least the first
four games of the season during his
recovery period:March 30: Rajasthan
Royals vs Chennai Super Kings

April 3: Chennai Super Kings vs Punjab
KingsApril 5: Royal Challengers
Bengaluru vs Chennai Super Kings

April 11: Chennai Super Kings vs Delhi
CapitalsHis absence will test CSK’s squad
depth early in the season, particularly in

terms of leadership and finishing ability.
Dhoni, who retired from international cricket

in 2020, has continued to play exclusively in

the IPL. Last season, he featured in all 14

matches, scoring 196 runs at a strike rate of
over 135. He also briefly returned to
captaincy after Ruturaj Gaikwad was ruled
out due to injury.At 44, Dhoni remains one
of the most influential figures in the league.
Ifhe returns later this season, he will become
the oldest Indian to feature in the IPL,

underlining both his longevity and

importance to the franchise. For now,

though, CSK will have to navigate the early

phase without their biggest icon, with all
eyes on how they adjust in his
absence.WHO KEEPS
WICKETS IN ABSENCE OF
MS DHONI?

Chennai Super Kings identified
Sanju Samson as the successor of
MS Dhoni. They traded him from
Rajasthan Royals for Ravindra
Jadeja and Sam Curran. Samson,
who will be opening the innings
for CSK this season is expected
to keep wickets for the team as
well, having executed in the role
inthe T20 World Cup recently.

CSK can also opt to hand the
keeping gloves to 27-year-old

Urvil Patel as well, however, there are no

indications of that at the moment.CSK will

play their first game of the season against

Rajasthan Royals. The match is scheduled

to be played at the Barsapara Stadium in

Guwahati on March 30.

Raphinha, Phil Foden join growing injury
list ahead of FIFA World Cup 2026

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

The injury list ahead of the FIFA World Cup
2026 continues to grow, with Raphinha and
Phil Foden the latest high-profile names to
suffer setbacks. With several key players
already sidelined, concerns are
mounting for national teams
just months before the
tournament.Foden’s injury
came during England’s
friendly against Uruguay,
where a heavy challenge from
Ronald Araujo left the
Manchester City midfielder in
visible pain. Despite a VAR
check, no booking was issued,
and Foden was forced off
shortly after, replaced by Cole
Palmer. The incident drew a
strong reaction from England
boss Thomas Tuchel, who was visibly
frustrated on the sidelines.For Foden, the
setback comes at a crucial time as he looks
to cement his place both at Manchester City

and in the England setup. After a promising
start to the season, his form had dipped, and
the Uruguay game was seen as an
opportunity to make a statement — one that
ended prematurely.

RAPHINHA INJURY WORRIES BARCA,
BRAZIL

Raphinha’s injury has added to Brazil’s
growing concerns ahead of the World Cup.

The Barcelona winger was forced off in the
first half of Brazil’s 1-2 loss to France, with
scans later confirming a right hamstring
injury. The 29-year-old is set to return to FC
Barcelona for treatment and is expected to
be out until May. Early reports
suggest it is the same hamstring
issue that troubled him earlier in
the season, raising fears of
another prolonged absence.His
absence will not only impact
Barcelona’s upcoming fixtures
but also disrupt Brazil’s
preparations, given his
importance in the attacking setup.
BIG NAMES INJURY LIST
GROWS
| The list of injured players ahead of
& the World Cup continues to
expand, with Cristiano Ronaldo
among the biggest names dealing with
fitness concerns. Several key players across
nations are either ruled out or racing against
time to recover.

Praggnanandhaa carries

India's hope as Candidates

Tournament begins in war-
threatened Cyprus

CHANDIGARH. (Agency)

TIndia’s R Praggnanandhaa will carry the
nation’s hopes as the FIDE Candidates
Tournament gets underway in Cyprus on
Sunday, March 29, with the winner earning the
right to challenge reigning world champion D
Gukesh later this year.Praggnanandhaa is the
sole Indian in the Open section of the elite
eight-player field, and faces a stern test in a
tournament that will unfold over a fortnightin a
double round-robin format. Each participant
will play the others twice, with the highest
scorer securing a place in the World
Championship match. The tournament is being
played in the middle of a war-torn West Asia,
where the conflict between Iran and Israel
shows no signs of stopping.On current form,
American Grandmaster Fabiano Caruana
enters as the favourite, closely followed by
compatriot Hikaru Nakamura, who qualified
via ratings. The ever-consistent Anish Giri is
also expected to be a strong contender if he
finds early momentum.The rest of the field
features China’s Wei Yi, Uzbekistan’s Javokhir

Sindarov, Russia’s Andrey Esipenko, and
Germany’s Matthias Bluebaum, making it one
of the most competitive Candidates line-ups in
recent years.For Praggnanandhaa, the build-up
has been mixed. After a stellar 2025 season that
saw him top the FIDE circuit standings to
qualify, the young Indian endured a dip in form
towards the end of the year, which extended
into the Tata Steel Masters earlier this season.
However, he arrives in Cyprus well-rested,
having taken a break from competitive chess
since February to focus solely on
preparation.Sindarov, the youngest participant
in the field, is widely regarded as the dark
horse. The Uzbek made headlines by winning
the Chess World Cup last year and possesses
the tactical sharpness.

ISL media rights reboot draws big bids,
but can AIFF avoid last season's chaos

«AIFF reopened ISL rights
bidding with strong offers
from two bidders. The
process looks improved,
hut doubts over execution
remain.

Sports has put forward a massive
offer of Rs 2129 crore for a 20-year
cycle, while FanCode has submitted
a bid worth around Rs 1190 crore.
The gap between the two bids is
significant, but more importantly, the
presence of multiple bidders itself
marks a shift from last year’s failed
process.The structure of the deal has
also been redesigned. The contract is
set for a 15-year base period with an
option to extend by another five
years. There is also a built-in clause
of a 5 percent annual increase in
value, offering a more stable long-

BANGKOK. (Agency)

Indian football once again finds itself at a

decisive moment as the All India Football
Federation reopened bids for the commercial
rights of the Indian Super League. After last
season’s breakdown, the process has
resumed with fresh interest, but also with
lingering doubts over whether things will run
smoothly this time.Two serious bidders have
emerged for the men’s package. Genius

term financial model compared to the
uncertainty that surrounded the
previous tender.On the women’s side,
Capri Sports is the sole bidder, having
placed a Rs 150 crore offer for the
Indian Women’s League and its second
division. The separation of men’s and
women’s rights into different packages is
another notable change in this cycle.
All of this comes after a season where the
league’s future itself was under threat. With

CONTROVERSY?

The backdrop to this process is last
year’s collapse. The end of the
Master Rights Agreement
between AIFF and FSDL
triggered a crisis that the
federation struggled to
handle.The initial tender for
long-term rights attracted zero
bids. High financial
expectations, centralised
control, and lack of clarity
pushed potential bidders away.
The result was a five-month
delay to the 2025-26 season,
which eventually began in a
truncated format with just 91
matches.

Clubs faced uncertainty, some
even pausing operations, while

strong numbers now on the table, the focus
shifts to whether the federation can convert
this into a stable and transparent deal, or risk
slipping back into the same issues that
plagued the system last year WHAT WAS
THE AIFF ISL MEDIA RIGHTS

several openly criticised the
federation’s handling of the situation. The
season only began after external
intervention, and even then, broadcast rights
were sold at a heavily reduced value. Trust in
the system took a major hit.
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Aishwarya Rai’s Old Take On Her ‘Ideal
Man’ Goes Viral Amid Rumours Of
Separation From Abhishek Bachchan

Madhuri

" N\ 1 =
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b 41!
Shells Qut Bs 2.81 Crore To Lease
Mumbai Office For Five Years

adhuri Dixit has now leased an office in Lower Parel, adding
Manother address to her professional portfolio. According to
property registration documents reviewed by Square Yards, Dixit
has taken a commercial unit on lease at One Lodha Place for a period of
five years. The total rental value of the agreement stands at Rs 2.81
crore.The office spans a carpet area of 731 sq ft and comes with one
dedicated car parking space. The lease agreement, registered on March
24, 2026, includes a stamp duty payment of Rs 72,600 and registration
charges of Rs 1,000, A security deposit of Rs 17 lakh has also been paid as
part of the
deal. The
property has
been leased
from Rinku
Parikshit Joshi.
ifh'e rental
structure follows
a step-up model
over the tenure. The
monthly rent begins
at Rs 4.25 lakh in the
first year and increases
annually by 5 per cent.
Itrises to Rs 4.46 lakh in
the second year, Rs 4.68
lakh in the third, Rs 4.91
lakh in the fourth, and
reaches Rs 5.16 lakh in |
the final year of the lease.
Neither Madhuri Dixit nor
the property owner
responded to queries regarding
the transaction.Dixit, who began
her acting journey with Abodh in
1984, rose to prominence with
Tezaab and went on to headline
several successful films including
Dil, Beta, Hum Aapke Hain
Koun..!, and Dil To Pagal Hai.
Over the years, she has earned multiple Filmfare Awards and built a strong reputation across both
commercial and critically acclaimed cinema.
In recent years, she has balanced film appearances with television, serving as a judge on popular
dance reality shows such as Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa and Dance Deewane. She has also appeared in
projects like The Fame Game, Dedh Ishqiya, Total Dhamaal, and Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3.
Beyond acting, Dixit is associated with philanthropic work and has collaborated with UNICEF
since 2014 on initiatives supporting children’s rights. She also co-founded the production
company RnM Moving Pictures. She has been married to Shriram Nene since 1999, and the
couple has two sons.

Urti Javed.

arun Dhawan is one of the most bankable
actors in the industry currently. He has been

Shares Glimpse 0f ‘No Budget Dhurandhar’
Look, Says ‘This Ain't Al Bros’

rfi Javed has once again grabbed attention ~ change their looks over time. Urfi previously
on social media with her latest quirky post.  revealed that she had lip fillers since the age of 18.
This time, she has given fans a glimpse of

Last year, she shared videos and pictures of
her “no budget Dhurandhar" look. Known for her  herself before and after dissolving them. The
experimental fashion choices, she added a twist

actress explained that her fillers were misplaced
while referencing the buzz around Dhurandhar 2. and she wanted to remove them for a more natural

Taking to her Instagram handle, Urfi Javed shared  look.
the video in which she was seen introducing her The actress uploaded a video showing the process,
look and wrote, “No budget dhurandhar ! This ~ where her lips and face swelled immediately after
ain’t Al bros ! Making jaldi dalungi , kaafi easy  the fillers were dissolved.

tha !" Fans immediately reacted with fire emojis. She warned fans: “Please watch this video at your

Urfi Javed is popular for getting such looks and  ownrisk. Mere jo fillers the, kaafi misplaced the."

~ ML She added, “Main 2-3 hafte baad araam se

' ache se naturally karwaungi (After 2-3
weeks, I'll get them done again, properly
and naturally)."

Despite the pain, Urfi reassured fans that
she would get her fillers again, but in a
more subtle, natural way. She captioned
her Instagram post: “Removing my lip
fillers, I can’t believe I've had them since |
was 18,

Never seen myself without these pouty lips.
[ will get them again in a week though, but
this time more subtle.”

About Dhurandhar 2

Dhurandhar 2: The Revenge serves as a sequel to
the 2025 blockbuster Dhurandhar, which
followed the story of Hamza infiltrating a Baloch
gang in Lyari, Pakistan, as part of a mission to
dismantle a terror network. The latest instalment
explores the origins of the character, tracing how
Jaskirat transforms into Hamza.

enjoys astrong fan following.

UrfiJaved Opens Up About Cosmetic Work

Urfi Javed recently attended a Ramadan event and
spoke candidly to the media. When asked about
cosmetic procedures, she said, “I have never gone
under the knife... Maine sirf fillers aur Botox
karaye hain (I have only done fillers and Botox)."
She also shared that people naturally want to

12

ishwarya Rai and Abhishek Bachchan are one
of the most loved couples in town. Every time

they step out in the city or attend an event
together, they turn heads with their impeccable style,
effortless charm, and the undeniable chemistry that
fans adore. Lately, they have been grabbing
headlines for all the wrong reasons. Several divorce
rumours have been doing the rounds online.
However, the couple has time and again put an end to
these speculations by making joint appearances.
Amid the ongoing reports, an old interview of
Aishwarya talking about her ‘ideal man’ is now
going viral.In an old interview with Rediff
conducted before her marriage to Abhishek
Bachchan, Aishwarya Rai shared what she
considered her ideal man. The actress said that her
ideal man should be deeply in love with her, as she
wouldn’t accept anything less. She said, “My ideal
man should be madly in love with me because I
won’t have it any other way. I am a total romantic at
heart, so naturally, my ideal mate better be well-
versed in the art of romance. Not flirting, but
romance. And there is quite a difference. 1 dig
dignity. It is rare and priceless in a world that’s so
taken over by images and put-ons.”

Abhishek and Aishwarya’s paths first crossed on the

sets of Dhaai Akshar Prem Ka. Soon, they became
good friends. They fell in love around 2006 while
filming Umrao Jaan and Guru. Although friends
since their first film, their relationship deepened in
2006, leading to an official proposal in New York
and a wedding on April 20, 2007. Earlier, in an
interview with Oprah Winfrey, Abhishek revealed
that he proposed to Aishwarya on the same balcony
in New York where he first wished to marry her.

He had said. “T was filming in New York for a movie.

And, I used to stand on the balcony of my hotel room
and wish, ‘One day, wouldn’t it be nice if I was
together with her, married.” Years later, we were
there for the premiere of Guru. After the premiere,
we were back in the hotel. So, I took her to the very
same balcony, and I asked her to marry me."

They welcomed their first daughter, Aaradhya

Bachchan, on November 16, 2011. Professionally.
Aishwarya and Abhishek have worked together in
films like Dhai Akshar Prem Ke, Kuch Naa Kaho,
Guru, Dhoom 2, and Raavan.

Varun Dhawan Reveals
Daughter Lara Was Diagnosed
With DDH At 1.5 Years: 'Walk
Tedhi Hojaati Hai'

enjoying the success of Border 2. Well, amid
this, the actor recently opened up about a deeply
personal chapter in his life, revealing that his
daughter Lara was diagnosed with Developmental
Dysplasia of the Hip (DDH) when she was just 1.5
years old. His revelation left fans surprised.

In a conversation with Yuvaa, Varun shared that

when Lara was 1.5 years old, she was diagnosed
with DDH. He said, “My daughter was diagnosed
with DDH, in which the hip slips out of the hi
socket. Ek pair lamba chota hojaata hai jiski wajah
se walk ted1 hojaati hai".

He added, “You get Arthritis early, slip disc early.

West main iska bahut accha treatement hota hai
birth pe hi India main har jagah nahi hai itna. But
yahan bhi bahut acche doctors hai jo iska care karte
hain (In the West, this condition is treated very well
from birth itself. In India, that level of treatment is
not available everywhere yet. But there are also
many excellent doctors here who take care of it).
She didn’t need to do a surgery. With one
procedure they could put the hip back. But she had
to be in a spica cast. That means she had to be in
cast for 2.5 months. Which is extremely difficult.
To put her in anaesthesia and then she woke up ina
cast. Now the cast is out. I want to write a book on
1t

Lara’s birth announcement
On June 3, 2024, Varun Dhawan and his wife

Natasha Dalal welcomed a baby girl at Mumbai’s
Hinduja Hospital. Varun and Natasha are
childhood sweethearts. They tied the knot on
January 24, 2021, in the presence of their families
and closest friends after dating for a few years.

Varun Dhawan talks about his father David

Dhawan’s ICU phase

Recalling the toughest moment, he said, “Helpless in

that moment...aap kya hi kar sakte ho. But his
passion and his resilience even in the weakest of
the moment was something which inspired me.
Like nothing. Matlab | got so much inspiration that
a man in ICU is telling me go and work. Vo keh
raha hai jaake kaam karo..producer ka paisa waste
mat karo..jaake kaam karo...that gave me lot of
power actually in that situation..like in the weakest
situation you fight back.. don’t give up.. and me
and my brother both went. I could not shoot
without my brother that day.
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