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Babasaheb’s

warnings echo
in modern India

Though I have read and written about you over the
years, this is the first time that I am compelled to
write you a letter. The epistolary form is personal
in tone yet public in its anxieties, and it has
allowed me to reflect on a range of issues that may
otherwise be difficult to express. The occasion is
neither ceremonial nor the impulse rhetorical
because it arises from a growing unease, a sense
that the warnings you so carefully articulated at the
founding moment of our Republic are not only
relevant today, but are also unfolding before us
with an almost prophetic clarity.

When you rose to present the Draft Constitution, you
used the idiom of caution. You reminded a newly
independent nation that the Constitution, however
well crafted, would only be as strong as the people
and institutions entrusted with its
working."However good a constitution may be,"
you had said, "it is sure to turn out bad because
those who are called to work it happen to be a bad
lot." It was a recognition that democracy is not
self-sustaining; it requires vigilance, ethics and an
unwavering commitment to constitutional
morality. Today, one feels the weight of that insight
because the architecture you helped design still
stands, yet its spirit often seems strained.
Institutions that were meant to serve as checks and
balances increasingly seem to bend under the
weight of executive assertion.The delicate
equilibrium between the legislature, the executive
and the judiciary, so essential to the functioning of
a constitutional democracy, appears at times to be
giving way to a concentration of power that you
had warned against.You understood, Babasaheb,
that a free Press was one of democracy's
foundational preconditions. In the very first
editorial of Mooknayak in 1920, you observed that
the newspapers of the Bombay presidency were
concerned primarily with protecting the interests
of upper castes. It was an indictment by a thinker
who understood that a Press captured by dominant
interests is a Press in service of power alone.

You warned that the views of the marginalised on
social and political questions were being I
systematically suppressed by what you called an
organised conspiracy of the Press. The silence of
the powerful, you knew, is itself a form of
violence. What you would have made of a media
landscape in which ownership is concentrated and
voices of the marginalised remain absent as they
were in the pages of Kesari, is not difficult to
imagine. Your foresight is striking in your warning
against the dangers of hero worship in politics.
"Bhakti in religion may be a road to the salvation
of the soul," you observed, "but in politics, bhakti
or hero worship is a sure road to degradation and to
eventual dictatorship." These words resonate with
urgency in our times.The rise of personality cults,
the elevation of leaders to near-infallible status
and the shrinking space for dissent create an
environment where institutions risk becoming
subordinate to individuals. In such a climate, the
idea of accountability being central to democracy
begins to erode.You had also drawn a distinction
between political democracy and social
democracy. "Political democracy cannot last
unless there lies at the base of it social democracy,"
you had said, defining social democracy as a way
oflife founded on liberty, equality and fraternity.

Today, it is evident that these principles remain
unevenly realised. Liberty is often contested,
equality remains aspirational for many, and
fraternity, the most fragile of the three, seems to
recede in the face of growing polarisation. The
persistence of social hierarchies, the normalisation
of economic disparities and the sharpening of
communal divisions all point to a deeper malaise.
The danger, you cautioned, was that such
contradictions, if left unresolved, would threaten
the very fabric of democracy.

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi on Monday

Woman at the helm in Mumbai MC

Ashwini Bhide, who has stormed a male bastion, is well known for her integrity

RESIDENTS of Mumbai should thank Maharashtra Chief

Minister Devendra Fadnavis for choosing a top-class
bureaucrat, Ashwini Bhide, to head the 161-year-old
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC). Bhide
recently took charge as the city’s first woman Municipal
Commissioner.There are two appointments that matter
the most to every resident of my city — Municipal
Commissioner and Police Commissioner. Their
leadership affects every Mumbaikar’s life. The jobs of
Chief Secretary, the seniormost babu in the state
administration, and the DGP, who heads the law-and-
order machinery, are basically supervisory. Many good
choices have been made in the past, and many bad ones
too. The consequences of such choices are easily
discernible to the public. What do the people expect from
the two cutting-edge officers at the top? Residents need
good civic amenities — uninterrupted electricity and
water supply, pothole-free roads and efficient sewage
disposal. These are their main expectations from the
municipality. They want the police to ensure safety and
security of life and property.

Thus, the incumbents of the top jobs in the BMC and the

Mumbai City Police must be, first of all, officers of
unquestioned integrity. They may be very intelligent and
capable, but if they are more interested in serving
themselves rather than the public, they will start on the
wrong foot.There have been some very good
commissioners, both in the municipality and the police.
The problem arises when the ruling party handpicks
officers for dubious reasons. Most citizens learn very
quickly which officer works for the public good and
which one prioritises personal gains. Nothing can be
hidden from the public gaze. If there are officers who
think they can escape that scrutiny, they are sadly
mistaken, or more likely, they do not care!

Bhide comes with a formidable reputation for integrity,

which is a sine qua non for good governance. This is the
second recent appointment made by Fadnavis that meets
this criterion. The other was of Sadanand Date as the
state’s Director General of Police (DGP). At the
seniormost level, these two officers — Bhide of the IAS
and Date of the IPS — are easily the pick of the lot. They
represent the best that these two services should offer.

once met Bhide in her office a few years ago. She was
tasked with getting the Mumbai Metro up and running.
Her priority was the acquisition of land for the project.
The Royal Western India Turf Club (RWITC) was in
possession of some of this land. Vivek Jain, then
Chairman of the RWITC, requested me to accompany
him to a meeting with Bhide. I went along with him and
he told her about the minimum requirement of the club to

organise weekly racing.

Both Vivek and I left her office with an indelible
impression of a straightforward, no-nonsense officer
who inspired confidence. My subsequent conversations
with friends in the bureaucracy and the police confirmed
my initial opinion about her. I learnt that she was not only
an officer of unimpeachable probity but also one who
made it a point to know every detail of the task entrusted
to her and went about accomplishing it without any fuss
or publicity.Following her appointment as Municipal
Commissioner, the media focused on the fact that she
was the first woman to head the BMC — India’s richest
municipal body whose budget exceeds that of some

Indian Foreign Service (IFS). Serla Grewal, an IAS
officer of the Punjab cadre, served as the Governor of
Madhya Pradesh and Secretary to the Prime Minister.
Meeran Chadha Borwankar was a top-class IPS officer of
the Maharashtra cadre. Now retired, she is fondly
remembered by those who served under her. Former
Foreign Secretary Nirupama Rao was an asset to the
Foreign Service, which normally does not attract public
attention.The greatest reward that public servants,
especially in the IAS and the IPS, should expect is the
love and respect of the people they have been lucky to
serve. It is most satisfying when citizens greet you and
come up to talk to you years after you have retired.

small Indian states. Bhide rightly pointed out that her Right from the days when she entered the IAS, Bhide must

gender was inconsequential to her elevation.

Religion, caste and gender don’t matter to the people who
are to be served. It is the calibre of the officer selected
that counts. Bhide scores much higher than many others
who have held that position.There have been several
outstanding women officers in the IAS, IPS and the

Nari shakti’ law: Promise must meet practice

have been aware that ‘S’ stands for “Service”. This word
should remind all who join the IAS and the IPS that they
are “servants” chosen to serve the people. Some do forget
this basic thing and then there are those who even imagine
that they are the masters! Bhide is one of those who has
interpreted the meaning of “Service” correctly.

A special parliamentary session is planned from April 16 to 18 to pass the enabling amendments, including changes to the delimitation Act

described the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam as a historic step that fulfils BR
Ambedkar’s vision and ends “decades of
waiting” for women’s political
representation. The law, passed in 2023,
provides for 33% reservation for women in
the Lok Sabha and state Assemblies, with
implementation expected around 2029
after delimitation. A special parliamentary
session is planned from April 16 to 18 to
pass the enabling amendments, including
changes to the delimitation Act. It links |
women’s reservation to a delimitation
exercise that would redraw constituencies
and expand the Lok Sabha from 543 t0 816 |
seats, with 273 seats reserved for women.

However, the proposal has triggered a sharp political
divide over its design. Opposition parties support
reservation but argue the government is using it as a

pretext to push a broader delimitation agenda that
could alter the country’s political map based on the
2011 Census.At the core of the reservation policy is the

poor record on women’s representation. Women
currently make up only about 13-14% of Lok
Sabha members, rising from nearly 5% in the
early decades after Independence. In state
Assemblies, the average is around 9%, with very
few states crossing the 15-20% mark. This
persistent gap highlights the distance between
constitutional equality and political reality. In this
view, the law is undeniably a long-overdue
correction. Greater participation of women will
reshape policymaking and deepen
democracy.However, concerns remain over delay
and design. Linking its implementation to
delimitation could postpone meaningful change
and dilute its impact. There is also the concern that
constitutional ideals are being used for political
messaging rather than urgent reform. Ultimately,
the measure will be judged by whether it delivers
timely and genuine representation to women in our
legislatures.

New Bangladesh government has a lot to undo first

««ndia is looking to restart the stopped transport links and infrastructure projects with its eastern neighbour. Mutual trust and reciprocal benefits can be threads to re-stitch the bilateral ties with

After the 18-month tenure of an interim government
following Sheikh Hasina’s ouster, India and Bangladesh
recently started re-engaging with the visit of the foreign
minister of the newly-elected Bangladesh Nationalist
Party government led by Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman.India had reached out to Rahman, signalling
that improvement in bilateral ties was possible after the
downslide under the IG. The neighbourhood remains at
the core of India’s foreign policy and engagement with
regional governments integral to its long-term vision.

The IG interregnum led by Muhammad Yunus, whose
support base was the Islamist parties and leaders of the
student agitation that ousted Hasina, was marked by
heightened anti-India rhetoric, breakdown in law and
order, widespread atrocities on minorities, and vendetta
politics in full flow. There is considerable work ahead to
undo the damage done by the IG, which will go down as a
forgettable chapter in Bangladesh’s recent history.

The only positive aspect of the IG was the election, though
it was universally regarded as flawed since the Awami
League was banned. While thousands were ensnared in
legal cases, Yunus exploited his power by withdrawing
money laundering cases against himself and annulling
his outstanding income tax arrears.To add insult to
injury, he rode the vendetta bandwagon by presiding
over a weaponised judiciary that convicted and
sentenced Hasina and her home minister to death for
crimes against humanity. Both now live in exile in India.
India ignored requests by the IG for their extradition,
since the convictions were political in nature, obtained
through a weaponised judiciary. The bilateral
extradition treaty clearly gives the host country the right
to refuse in such political cases.Against this
background, the two countries re-engaged at the foreign-
ministerial level to stitch together the frayed fabric of

bilateral ties. India had conveyed to Rahman a
willingness to forget the past. The BNP, too, had earlier
reached out to Delhi via track one and two dialogues,
long before Hasina was ousted. Though Foreign
Minister Khalilur Rahman became the
first top Bangladeshi minister to visit
India, he had visited Delhi for talks as the
IG’s national security advisor.

While India’s ministry of external affairs
issued a cryptic communiqué avoiding
details, the bilateral engagement
essentially agreed to restart various
mechanisms to move towards restoring
ties to earlier levels. The domains include
trade facilitation, energy supplies, visa
services, transport connectivity, border
management and river-water sharing,
particularly the Ganga Water Sharing
Treaty that lapses this December.

The MEA’s press release was quite bland
and merely mentioned the meetings held,
reiterating India’s desire to “engage
constructively with the new government
and further strengthen bilateral ties. The
two sides agreed to explore proposals for
deepening the partnership through the
relevant bilateral mechanisms”.The one-
on-one meeting between India’s NSA and Bangladesh’s
FM clearly indicated the emphasis India has attached to
security issues. It is no coincidence that a few days
before the visit, eight terrorists were arrested in Delhi
whose leader is a Pakistani member of the terrorist
organisation Lashkar-e-Taiba and one of whom had been
sent to Bangladesh to recruit Bangladeshi nationals. The
other seven were from Bangladesh, which shows the

extent of radicalisation. Pakistan has changed its
strategy—instead of infiltrating terrorists from its own
territory, it is seeking to outsource attacks on India to
radicalised Indian and Bangladeshi recruits. The earlier

visit of Bangladesh’s new director general of forces
intelligence had flagged these issues. The frequent visits
of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence officers during
the IG hinted at Pakistan’s modus operandi.

In this context, Bangladesh’s parliament passing the Anti-
Terrorism (Amendment) Bill 2026 is significant. The
BNP government is now armed with a sharper law to act
against terrorist organisations. Implementation will,

however, be crucial as there is always scope for dragging
feet for geopolitical reasons.

It is not surprising that the visiting foreign minister
reiterated his country’s request to extradite Hasina and

the former home minister. It is a pro forma

request that is meant for domestic
consumption, since India’s stand was clearly
conveyed earlier and the same would have
been reiterated during his visit. It is worth

noting that Rahman was also convicted—as a

co-conspirator in the grenade and machine-

gun attack on Hasina and other Awami
leaders in Dhaka in 2004. Tarique was
imprisoned by the caretaker government in

2007, given the choice of quitting politics

forever and sent into exile to the UK, where

he stayed for over 17 years. The British
government refused to extradite Tarique. The

BNP has always maintained that it was a

political case and blamed Hasina for

manipulating the judiciary to obtain the
convictions. These orders were set aside by
the IG under an agreement which allowed

Tarique to return and attend the funeral of his

mother, former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia,

and assume chairmanship of the BNP. The
agreement was probably guided by the

Americans, who exercised considerable
influence on Yunus.

The BNP has also pushed through parliament legalisation
of the IG’s ordinance to ban the Awami League,
egregiously labelling the party as a ‘terrorist
organisation’. The banning of the country's largest
political party does not augur well for the future of
democracy in Bangladesh.
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Akshaya Tritiya 2026: Smart
rules to follow if you are
pre-booking gold jewellery

New Delhi,.(Agency)

Akshay Tritiya will be observed on April 19 this year.
It is a ritual of prosperity and good fortune that a
large number of Indians observes. Many buy gold
and silver jewellery on this occasion. But now with
gold prices near the peak, it has also become a
matter of financial prudence. Analysts point out that
with such elevated prices more and more potential
buyers are exploring the questions of pricing, timing
and long-term value. The gold prices are now ruled
by the ongoing military conflict between the US and
Iran and the value of the dollar in the global markets
and interest rate expectations. The question: Is it
prudent to pre-book gold and silver jewellery ahead
of Akshaya Tritiya? Will prices rise further in the
next few days? Let’s have a look at a few smart
strategies.

Smart tips before Akshay Tritiya

Do not rush into schemes that promise price lock.
Sales promotion offers are to induce pruchases.
They are not meant to protect you from the risks. Do
notoverpay.

One should calculate the real cost. This is not just the
price of gold or silver. Making charges in jewellery
can be very hefty and can even comprise one-third
price of a piece. Then there are GST etc which can
really push up the priced. When selling you are not
getting back the making charges.

Buy only hallmarked jewellery. You will get a purity

certificate and a bill. It will be of use when and if you

need to sell the jewellery or exchange it for another
one in future.One should also read cancellation
terms carefully. There should not be fines and
deductions if you withdraw your funds and cancel
the purchase. Read the terms carefully before
investing.You could move beyond jewellery and
buy other forms of gold such as gold ETFs, silver
ETFs, which linked to gold.

8th Pay Commission: Will Rs
69,000 minimum pay
actually happen?

New Delhi:.(Agency)

IGovernment employee unions have put forward an
ambitious proposal under the 8th Pay Commission,
but whether it translates into reality is far from
certain.At the centre of the demand is a steep
revision in minimum basic pay to Rs 69,000, a sharp
jump from the current Rs 18,000.

The proposal, submitted by the staff side of the
National Council-Joint Consultative Machinery, has
quickly grabbed attention for the scale of the
increase it seeks.But there is a key distinction that
often gets lost in the headlines. This is a demand, not
a decision.The 8th Pay Commission is yet to finalise
its recommendations, and the government has not
indicated any acceptance of the figures being
proposed. What unions have put forward is
effectively an opening position in what is likely to be
a long negotiation process.The proposal also
includes a higher fitment factor of around 3.83,
compared to 2.57 earlier. The fitment factor is the
multiplier used to revise basic salaries, meaning a
higher number directly results in a larger increase in
pay.There are also demands for a 6% annual
increment, changes to allowances such as house rent
allowance, and a return to the Old Pension Scheme
for certain employees.Such demands are often
pitched on the higher side to create room for
negotiation, rather than as final expectations.

Taken together, these proposals would significantly
raise the government’s salary and pension bill.

India's wholesale inflation

climbs to 3.88% in March:
Govt data

New Delhi.(Agency)

Benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty climbed in early
trade on Thursday as renewed optimism surrounding
the progress in restarting US- Iran negotiations has
helped ease immediate geopolitical concerns and

driven crude oil prices lower.A positive trend in
global markets and fresh foreign fund inflows also
added to markets' optimism.The 30-share BSE
Sensex jumped 619 points to 78,730.32 in early
trade. The 50-share NSE Nifty climbed 169.65
points to 24,400.95.From the 30-Sensex firms,
Eternal, Infosys, Tech Mahindra, Bajaj Finance, Tata
Steel and InterGlobe Aviation were the major
winners.

Sun Pharma and Titan were the laggards.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, traded 0.04 per
centup at USD 94.97 per barrel.

In Asian markets, South Korea's benchmark Kospi,
Japan's Nikkei 225 index, Shanghai's SSE
Composite index and Hong Kong's Hang Seng index
were trading higher.

US markets ended mostly higher on Wednesday.

"Renewed optimism srrounding the progress in
restarting USa??Iran negotiations has helped ease
immediate geopolitical concerns, thereby enhancing
overall risk appetite.Brent crude oil prices have
moderated and are consolidating in the range of USD
944?795 per barrel, which is a constructive
development for the domestic market," Ponmudi R,
CEO of Enrich Money, an online trading and wealth
tech firm, said.Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs)
bought equities worth Rs 666.15 crore on
Wednesday, according to exchange data.

DA hike has

If you've been waiting for the
DA hike announcement, you
might have noticed the silence
this time. It hasn't come when
expected, but does that mean
trouble, or just a delay?

New Delhi,.(Agency)

If you’ve been waiting for the Dearness
Allowance (DA) hike announcement,
you’re not alone. Many government
employees expected the update by
March, but this time, it’s taken a little
longer. So, should you be worried? Not
really.

WHY THE DELAY THIS TIME?

The delay has more to do with timing than
any major change in policy. DA hikes are
calculated using a fixed formula based on
inflation data, and that process hasn’t
changed.Adhil Shetty, CEO,
BankBazaar, explains, “The delay in the

IS THE DA HIKE STILL

Yes, very much and the increase is

een delayed, but will you get it this year!

April 2026 DA hike announcement is
slightly outside the usual timeline,
but it does not signal any policy shift.
DA revisions follow a clear formula
based on the 12-month average of the
CPI-IW, and the data already points
to a modest 2% increase, which
would take the rate to around 60%.”

COMING?

almost certain.Shetty explains, “DA |
revisions follow a clear formula
based on the 12-month average of the
CPI-IW, and the data already points
to a modest 2% increase, which
would take the rate to around 60%.
The hike itself is not in
question—DA has steadily risen
from 2% in 2016 to nearly 60% now,
reflecting cumulative inflation over the
past decade.”He further adds, "Once
notified, the hike will be implemented
retrospectively from January 2026, with
arrears paid in full. So while the timing is
slightly delayed, the outcome remains on
track."WHAT’S CAUSING THE

HOLD-UP?

Experts say the delay is largely procedural.

The process involves data review,
internal approvals, and Cabinet
clearance. This year, the transition
towards the 8th Pay Commission may
also be influencing the timing.Pratik
Vaidya, Managing Director at Karma

Management Global Consulting
Solutions, says, “The delay that is
being viewed as a ‘delay’ is much
more about expectations than
reality.”He adds, “It depends on the
full-year AICPI numbers until
December and after that there’s a
process — file movement, financial
vetting, Cabinet approval.”’Shetty
also notes that administrative
sequencing and the shift towards the
8th Pay Commission framework
could be affecting the timeline this
year.

WILL YOU LOSE ANY MONEY
DUETOTHE DELAY?

No. Employees will receive full arrears
for the months between January and
the announcement. So financially,
nothing changes, only the timing of

when the money arrives.Simply put, this
isn’t a freeze or rollback. It’s simply a
slight delay in announcement. The DA
system remains intact, and the hike is
very much on track. For employees, it’s
more about waiting a little longer than

worrying.

Mark Mobius dies at 89: The investor who
took global money to emerging markets

New Delhi.(Agency)

Long before emerging markets became a
regular part of global portfolios, Mark
Mobius was already there, travelling
through countries, meeting businesses
and making bets others would not.

Known for his on-ground approach and
belief in opportunity within volatility,
veteran investor Mark Mobius died on
Wednesday at 89.His death was
confirmed on Wednesday through a
statement posted on his LinkedIn
page. The cause of death was not
mentioned. He died in Singapore,
according to John Ninia, a partner at
Mobius Investments.

Mobius was widely seen as one of the
earliest and most influential investors
in emerging markets. Over a career
spanning more than four decades, he
helped shape how global investors
looked at countries in Asia, Affica,
Latin America and Eastern Europe.

A PIONEER OF EMERGING
MARKETS INVESTING

Mobius built his reputation by investing

in markets that many investors once
avoided due to political risk, weak
governance and currency volatility. His
approach helped draw billions of
dollars into these regions.He was often
called the “Indiana Jones of emerging
markets” because of his willingness to

e

travel to difficult and unfamiliar places
in search of investment opportunities.In
his book Passport to Profits, he wrote,
“Volatility is not an enemy to fear but a
sign that opportunity is close at hand.”
His belief in finding value in uncertain
markets became a guiding idea for

many fund managers who followed
him.

LONG CAREER AT FRANKLIN
TEMPLETON

Mobius spent more than 30 years at
Franklin Templeton, where he served as
executive chairman of the
Templeton Emerging Markets
Group.

He joined the firm in 1987 after
being hired by investor John
Templeton. At the time,
emerging markets were still a
small and underdeveloped part
of global investing.Mobius
went on to manage one of the
first mutual funds focused on
these markets. From 1989 until
his retirement, the Templeton

Emerging Markets Investment Trust

delivered average annual returns of

13.4%, according to Morningstar

Direct.After 2001, when the MSCI

Emerging Markets Index was

introduced, the fund outperformed the

benchmark by 1.9% a year on average.

Infosys dismisses social media allegations
over harassment at Pune facility amid TCS row

SYDNEY.(Agency)

Amid the ongoing workplace harassment
probe at TCS Nashik, IT bellwether
Infosys has dismissed social media
allegations of workplace harassment at
its Business Process Management
(BPM) facility in Pune. The
clarification comes amid heightened
scrutiny of Maharashtra’s IT sector,
following a separate investigation into
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) in
Nashik over allegations of workplace
harassment and forced religious
conversion.The Infosys controversy
emerged after a series of posts on social
media platform X alleged inappropriate
behaviour towards female employees at
its Pune facility.However, the posts
were later deleted. Maharashtra
minister Nitesh Rane said the
government has taken note of the
allegations.Infosys said it follows a
zero-tolerance policy towards
harassment and

discrimination.“Infosys maintains a
zero-tolerance approach to any form of
harassment or discrimination,” the
company said.The IT firm added that
any issue reported is treated seriously
and investigated by an independent
committee, and that it promotes a
“speak-up culture” encouraging
employees to report concerns through
multiple channels.The company also
stated that it has activated internal
processes and preventive mechanisms
in line with its global Code of Conduct
to examine the matter. The development
comes against the backdrop of the
ongoing TCS Nashik case, where
multiple women employees have
alleged harassment by senior staff
between 2022 and 2026.The
complaints include allegations of
sexual harassment, stalking,
inappropriate touching, objectionable
remarks, mental harassment, and
alleged pressure to adopt certain

religious practices or convert.

Investigators have examined over 40
CCTV footage clips and are recording
statements from complainants and
accused persons.Police have also
carried out an undercover operation
involving women personnel in
connection with the probe.The
investigation remains ongoing, with
officials stating that all aspects are
being examined before any conclusions
are drawn.In a related development,
TCS officials conducted an
unannounced visit to their Nashik
office this week as part of an internal
inquiry into the allegations, according
to NDTV Profit.The company has
constituted a special investigation
committee and is examining the
complaints. Senior officials have
recorded employee statements as part
of the probe.Sources said multiple
complaints surfaced during the inquiry,
widening its scope.

India falls to 6th largest
economy hehind UK

New Delhi.(Agency)

India has fallen below the UK in size of the
economy to sixth place according to the latest
IMF estimates for 2006. As per the April
global economic outlook of the IMF, India is
likely to end 2026-27 with a GDPsize of $4.15
trillion, below the UK’s $4.26 trillion. The
drop in ranking is possibly due to the recent
revision in base year due to which the nominal
GDP has been revised downward. The
depreciating rupee has also played its role in
the fall in India’s ranking.

India had surpassed the UK in 2022-23 to
become the fifth largest economy in the world,
and was slated to become the fourth largest
economy by 2025-26. However, the latest
government GDP estimates released in

February show that the nominal GDP of the
country has declined from the Rs 357 lakh
crore in the old series to Rs 345.5 lakh crore in
the new series. At an average exchange rate of
Rs 87 for FY26, India’s GDP in dollar terms
would fell short of $4 trillion.“The change in
the rank reflects new base year of GDP where
nominal GDP is lower than old base GDP by
4%. Further rupee depreciated against the
dollar by 11% in FY26. The combination
resulted in the GDP ranking revision,” says
Gaura Sengupta, chief economist, IDFC First
Bank.A query sent to secretary, Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation
(Mospi), Saurabh Garg, remained
unanswered at the time of filing of the report.

Earlier, chief economic advisor to government
of India V Anantha Nageswaran has said that
based on current projections, India is expected
to cross the $4 trillion-mark comfortably in
2026-27, although relative global rankings
will depend on external factors.

As per the IMF’s latest estimates, Japan with
$4.38 trillion would remain the 4th largest
economy behind Germany ($5.45 trillion),
China ($20.85 trillion) and the US ($32.3
trillion).

China's economy grows at 5% in first quarter,
shrugging off initial impact of lran war

On a quarter-on-quarter
basis, China's economy grew
1.3% in the first three
months from the final quarter
of last year, the fastest pace

In 0 year.

HONG KONG .(Agency)
China's economy accelerated in the first
quarter of this year, expanding 5% from a
year earlier as it largely shrugged off
impacts from the Iran war so far,
according to data released Thursday.

The January-March data released by the

government, covering a period during
which the Iran war began, was better than
what economists expected and was up
from the 4.5% growth seen in the
October-December quarter.

On a quarter-on-quarter basis, China's

economy grew 1.3% in the first three
months from the final quarter of last year,
the fastest pace in a year.Economists

expect China, the world's second largest
economy, to be able to weather short-
term impacts from the Iran war, now in its
seventh week.The war is pushing energy
prices higher, worsening inflation and
impacting global economic growth. But
longer term, areas including global
demand for Chinese exports could
take a hit.The International
Monetary Fund this week trimmed
its economic growth estimates for
China to a 4.4% expansion for 2026
as it lowered its global growth
forecasts over Iran war shocks.
Chinese leaders last month set an
economic growth target of 4.5% to
5% for this year, the slowest since
1991.

"China can likely weather short term
disruptions, but a protracted war
and higher for longer energy prices
would likely start to bite into growth
by the second half of the year," said Lynn
Song, chief economist for Greater China
at Dutch bank INGAlso on Thursday,
government data showed industrial
output in China rose 5.7% in March year-
on-year, better than market expectations,

as global demand for Chinese exports of
electronic equipments, autos,

semiconductors and robotics remained
strong.Retail sales were up 1.7% from a
year earlier, worse-than-estimates and
slower than the 2.8% growth in January

and February, reflecting sluggish
domestic demand for consumer goods.A
years-long real estate sector slump in
China has dragged consumer and investor
confidence, but the country managed to
achieve its targeted "around 5%" growth

last year, powered by robust exports that
drove its trade surplus to a record nearly
$1.2 trillion despite U.S. President
Donald Trump's higher tariffs.

China's exports will continue to be key in
propelling its economy this year,

economists believe, but reliance on
export growth could now
increasingly become a
problem.The lack of a speedy
resolution to the Iran war is likely
to dent global growth, which will
negatively impact other
economies' ability to absorb
Chinese exports," said Eswar
Prasad, a professor of economics
and trade policy at Cornell
University."At a time when all
countries are trying to protect their
firms, households and economies
from the fallout of the Iran war, the
appetite for Chinese imports is
clearly shrinking," he explained.On
Tuesday, China reported its exports grew
2.5% in March from a year ago,
significantly slowing from the previous
two months although some analysts partly
attributed that to seasonal distortions.
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Special Parliament session from today,
elimitation i.‘II, women's quota in focus

In a high-stakes legislative

push, Parliament will take
up the Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill,
Delimitation Bill and Union
Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill, aiming
to redraw India's
electoral map, expand
Lok Sabha seats and fast-
track women's
reservation, during the
three-day session
beginning today.

New Delhi.(Agency)
The government will convene a ©
special three-day session of
Parliament beginning Thursday, a
sitting expected to be stormy as it =&
moves to introduce three major 3
bills that could reshape India’s
electoral architecture and
representation system.Signalling
a significant reset in how political =
representation 1s structured, the
government will take up the
Constitution (One Hundred and
Thirty-First Amendment) Bill, 2026; the
Delimitation Bill, 2026; and the Union
Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026.
Together, these aim to cnable fresh
delimitation based on updated Census data,
expand the Lok Sabha’s strength and
operationalise the long-pending one-third
reservation for women.

ﬁ‘
&

Amendment Bill aimed at enabling the
implementation of 33 per cent reservation for
women in the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies. While the women's reservation
law was passed in 2023, it is yet to be
operationalised, as it is linked to a fresh
delimitation exercise. The government is
now looking to amend relevant provisions to

: RS The Opposition has criticised the

delimitation and is set to seek a deferment
of the proposed exercise until the 2021
Census data, which 1s expected to be
published in 2027, is available. They will
raise the issue of using the 2011 Census as
the baseline for delimitation.

: ABOUT CONSTITUTION (131st

AMENDMENT)BILL
At the core of the legislative package is the
Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill,
which seeks to overhaul the basis of
constituency allocation by allowing
delimitation using the 2011 Census instead
of the 1971 Census, which has been the
reference point for decades.
The move will effectively end a long-standing
freeze that had preserved the relative
representation of states despite demographic
shifts. The government argues that India’s
population patterns have changed

AAP rift deepens atter ED
raids on Ashok Mlttul

New Delhi.(Agency)

Hours after the ED raid on AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Ashok Mittal, the party’s Delhi unit chief Saurabh
Bharadwaj accused Raghav Chadha of betraying his
party and having ties to the BJP.

Bharadwaj took to X and wrote, “The BJP govt toolbox
is so predictable. Raghav Chadha was threatened by
the ED. And he, out of fear or greed, decided to
backstab the very party that made himan MP.”

He added, “When Chadha is called out on social media,
the BJP people came out to defend him. With AAP
replacing Chadha as its Deputy Leader in the Rajya
Sabha with Mittal, the ED is now going after the
latter and raiding his premises. Meanwhile, Chadha
enjoys Z+ security cover given by the Centre.”

Adding to that, AAP national media in-charge Anurag
Dhanda expressed in a video message, “Is it just a
coincidence that Mittal’s residence was raided days
after he was made the Deputy Leader?”

‘Sufficient material to
proceed’: Delhi court takes
cognizance of ED complaint
against Robert Vadra

New Delhi.(Agency)

A Delhi court on Wednesday took cognizance of a
prosecution complaint filed by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) against businessman Robert Vadra and
others in a money laundering case linked to a land deal
in Haryana’s Shikohpur.Special Judge Sushant
Changotra of Rouse Avenue Court said the prosecution
complaint disclosed sufficient material to proceed
further against Vadra and eight others.

“Accordingly, T take cognizance of the offences under
Section 3 (offence of money laundering) read with
Section 70 (offences committed by companies) of the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act, punishable under
Section 4 of the Act...," the judge said, summoning the
accused on May 16.

The ED had filed the complaint last July against Vadra,
husband of Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, and
10 others.

“The inference sought to be drawn from the
aforementioned allegation is clearly to the effect that
payment of Rs 58 crore by DLF was in fact given as
bribe. There is no doubt that said investigation is
pending and the present prosecution complaint is also
silent qua the said fact ... Nevertheless, considering the
fact that further investigation of the case is going on, it
shall be apt for the court not to comment on the merits of
the aforementioned allegations,” the Judge said.

“However, it is expected that further investigation shall
include the above-stated facts within its purview for
ensuring complete justice in the case,” he added.

The case pertains to a deal of the purchase of 3.5 acres of
land in Shikohpur from Onkareshwar Properties for
27.5 crore in 2008 and selling the land to DLF four years
later for ¥58 crore by Skylight Hospitality — a
company whose director Vadra had been earlier. The
agency had also earlier attached 43 immovable
properties linked to Vadra, Sky Light Hospitality Pvt
Ltd and others.The prosecution complaint alleges that
there was pressure on Directorate of Town and Country
Planning (DTCP) officials from higher authorities to
accelerate the process. The FIR in this case was based on
a complaint filed by Surinder Sharma, a resident of
Taruh in Nuh district, who had alleged that the land
transaction was fraudulent and that Skylight Hospitality
was registered in 2007 with a capital of just Rs 1 lakh.

At the heart of the session is the Constitutional

pave the way for its rollout ahead of the 2029

: significantly due to migration, urbanisation
Lok Sabha elections. & y §

and uneven growth, creating disparities in
constituency sizes.

The amendment is expected to pave the way
for a full-scale redrawing of constituencies
and redistribution of seats to better reflect
current population realities.

ABOUT DELIMITATION BILL

Closely linked is the Delimitation Bill, 2026,
which proposes a fresh delimitation exercise
based on updated population data. This
exercise is also expected to significantly
expand the strength of the Lok Sabha — from
543 seats to around 850 — to accommodate
population changes and reservation
requirements.The redrawing of
constituencies would impact seat allocation
across states, potentially altering the political
balance in Parliament. The expansion is also
seen as necessary to implement quotas
without drastically reducing existing
representation,

Civic body to document century-old railway
stations, schools and colleges in Delhi

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) is set to conduct an exercise
to identify and document railway
stations, schools and
colleges in the city
that are at least 100
years old or more for
T 8 o rd -
keeping.According
to officials privy to
the matter, deputy
commissioners
across all 12 zones of .
the civic body will be
given the task of F

Gate, and the 1916 Tibbia College in
Karol Bagh, all of which are still
operating.

“The national capital has a vast number

maintain an updated record,”

official stated.
Additionally. the corporation aims to

maintain a consolidated database of
such institutions, many
of which have
continued to serve
residents for decades
despite rapid urban
expansion, officials
said, while mentioning
that details such as the
name of the building, its
age, ownership status
and current condition
will be documented

an

compiling details of g during the process.
such institutions as The exercise follows an
part of the initiative § order issued in

February. In addition to
that, assistance will be
sought from the
Archaeological Survey of India.
Further details on the timeline and
scope of the project are awaited,
officials added.

to create a record of S
long-standing public B
buildings still in use.
Among the sites likely to be covered
are the 1903 Old Delhi Railway
Station, the Anglo-Arabic Senior
Secondary School complex at Ajmeri

Three tamily members, including toddler, killed
after fire breaks out in temporary huts in Rohini

Blaze in Budh Vihar huts traps victims inside locked structure; probe underway into cause

New Delhi.(Agency)

Three members of a family, including a two-year-old girl,
were killed early Wednesday after a fire broke out in
temporary huts in Rohini’s Budh Vihar area, officials from
the Delhi Fire Services (DFS)
said. According to police, five g
people managed to escape in
time, while the victims were
trapped inside a locked hut.

Fire officials said they received a ag
call about the blaze around 1.25
am, following which seven fire $&
tenders were rushed to the spot. =
A senior police officer said a %
PCR call was received at Budh
Vihar police station regarding a
raging fire in an empty plot near Mange Ram Park. On
reaching the spot, it was found that four temporary huts
used by rag-pickers had caught fire. The occupants used to
collect scrap from nearby areas, the officials added.

During inquiry, police said the fire broke out around 12.45
am due to unknown reasons. The flames spread rapidly

of railway stations and educational
institutions that have served the city
for over a century. This exercise will
help us identify these places and

because of the highly combustible scrap material and the
makeshift nature of the structures, leaving little time for
occupants to react. Five persons managed to escape safely.
However, three people were found dead inside a locked
hut, The deceased were identified as
Mosibur Dastagir (23), his wife
Monara Sekh (19), and their two-
year-old daughter, the officer said.
Firefighters later brought the blaze
under control. Forensic and crime
teams were called to inspect the spot,
and efforts are underway to ascertain
the exact cause of the fire. A case has
been registered at Budh Vihar police
station, and further investigation is in
progress.One of the neighbours said
that the couple tried to save the kid by pushing her out of
the room, but suddenly the roof fell. The neighbour further
stated that due to frequent thefts in the area, Mosibur had
locked the door. However, when the fire broke out, he was
unable to locate the key. In a desperate attempt to save his
family, he tried to break the lock.

Can't Hollow Out Religion In
Name Of Reforms: Supreme

Court In Sabarimala Case

Chief Justice Surya Kant remarked that perhaps the
most difficult task for the court is facing is how to
declare that the beliefs held by millions of people are

incorrect or erroneous.

New Delhi.(Agency)

No religion can be "hollowed out" in the name

of social welfare and reform, the Supreme
Court said today while hearing petitions
seeking areview of its order allowing the entry
of women of child-bearing age in the Kerala's
famous Sabarimala temple. Essential practices
cannot be stripped away from a religion in the
name of social reform, the nine-judge bench
said, pointing out that one of the most difficult
tasks is to declare the beliefs of millions of
people as incorrect.

The Bench, headed by Chief Justice of India

Surya Kant, is currently hearing arguments
regarding key Constitutional questions linked
to the Sabarimala case, specifically one that
debates the balance between freedom of
religion and social reform.

Back in 2018, the Supreme Court had ruled that

women of all ages must be allowed in
Sabarimala temple. "Restrictions can't be
treated as essential religious practice," a five-
judge bench of the top court had said, calling
the custom of barring women and girls
between 10 and 50 years from entering the
shrine "almost like untouchability".

During Wednesday's hearing - while responding

to arguments concerning the maintainability
of Public Interest Litigations in religious
matters - Chief Justice Surya Kant remarked
that perhaps the most difficult task for the
court is facing is how to declare that the beliefs
held by millions of people are incorrect or
erroneous.

Justice MM Sundresh questioned if the court can

pass judgment on such questions without first
hearing the representations of the millions of
people involved.

Justice BV Nagarathna expressed similar

concerns, saying such PILs should not be
entertained when the petitioner acts merely as
an interloper. "We cannot hollow out a religion
in the name of social welfare or reform," she
added.Appearing before the Bench on behalf
of the Travancore Devaswom Board which
runs the 800-year-old temple, senior advocate
Abhishek Manu Singhvi explained the
interplay between Article 25(2)(b) and Article
26(b) of the Constitution, arguing that both
provisions must be interpreted in a balanced
manncr

Mukarba Chowk underpass 08% complete,
will be opened soon, says minister

New Delhi.(Agency) ‘
Work on the construction of an underpass in 3%
North Delhi’s congested Mukarba Chowk is §
98% complete and it will be opened for traffic
in a few days, Public Works Department
(PWD) Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh said on
Wednesday.
Singh, while inspecting the project, said that

The project,

which includes

construction of

three tunnels

for two- PWD has finished the construction work and - 4

D only final touches remain. “We plan to open ay T\ =
this for traffic in a few days, as the work is

wheelers 98% complete,” he added. Y three tunnels for two-wheelers, pedestrians

and four-wheelers, had taken offin 2022

In a statement, the Delhi government said the : 3 : 4
Addressing mediapersons, Singh said, “The

pedestrians and statem , !
project, aimed at easing congestion at the busy

four-wheelers, Mukarba Chowk intersection on Outer Ring ~ Stretch repeatedly witnesses heavy traffic. To
Road, has been executed using jack pushing ~ fix this, our department has constructed three

had taken off in technology — a method that uses hydraulic _ tunnels through which pedestrians can pass.”
jacks to propel pre-cast reinforced cement Thegovernmentsaid the underpass will provide

2022. concrete (RCC) structures through the ground  direct connectivity between Badli/Rohini and

Azadpur/Jahangirpuri, reducing the need for

to build underpasses or tunnels. : ¥
vehicles to navigate the congested

ssssssjs=——— The project, which includes construction of

interchange. Officials estimate that around
15,800 vehicles per day will use the corridor.
The project is expected to reduce travel time
by up to 10 minutes per vehicle and cut travel
distance by about | km per trip.

According to the statement, the project will also

result in fuel savings of around 58.000 litres
annually and reduce around 135 tonnes of
COz emissions each year. The inclusion of
dedicated pedestrian underpasses has been
highlighted as a safety measure for people
crossing the corridor.

Lack of infrastructure for pedestrians and

unsafe road crossing conditions have made
Mukarba Chowka a major area prone to
accidents. The junction functions both as a
traffic and a transport interchange, with
people relying on multiple modes of transport
but without adequate facilities, such as
waiting areas or designated pedestrian spaces,
said officials.
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with allies to defend itself
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Homeland Security worker, woman killed
in series of Atlunta-area attacks

against Russia

KYIV. (Agency)

Ukraine's top diplomatic priority is securing allies' help
to buy and build more air defense systems, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Wednesday between
meetings with European leaders, as Russia warned
that European sites that make drones and other
equipment for Ukraine were "potential targets."
Russian strikes hit more than a half-dozen areas of
Ukraine behind the front line on Tuesday and
Wednesday.An 8-year-old boy was killed in the
central Cherkasy region and a woman was hit in
southern Zaporizhzhia, according to Zelenskyy and
local officials."Every day we need air defense
missiles — every day Russia continues its strikes,"
Zelenskyy said in a post on the Telegram messaging
app.With no plans announced for further U.S.-
mediated talks with Russia, Zelenskyy was visiting
three European capitals in 48 hours to try to secure
promises of further military and financial support.
Germany and Ukraine agreed on a defense package
valued at 4 billion euros ($4.7 billion), and Norway
has pledged 9 billion euros in assistance, Ukrainian
officials said."Italy in particular is very interested in
developing joint production, especially in the area of
drones, a sector in which we know well that Ukraine,
in recent years, has become a leading nation," Italian
Premier Giorgia Meloni told reporters after meeting
with Zelenskyy in Rome.After more than four years
of fighting Russia's full-scale invasion, Ukraine has
battle-tested drone interceptor expertise and has
developed groundbreaking air defense technology,
but it lacks the money to scale up production to levels
that would press its advantage.

Zelenskyy said he is asking European countries to keep
adding money to a fund that allows the purchase from
the United States of American-made weapons for
Ukraine, especially the Patriot air defense system that
can stop Russian cruise and ballistic
missiles.Between November and March, Russia
launched 27,000 Shahed-type drones, nearly 600
cruise missiles and 462 ballistic missiles at Ukraine,
Ukrainian Defense Minister Mykhailo Fedorov said.

Back-to-back Israeli strikes

kill four Lebanese medics as
Israel-Hezhollah war grinds
on

TYRE.(Agency)

The Israeli military on Wednesday killed four
Lebanese rescue workers and wounded six others in
three consecutive, targeted strikes, paramedic groups
said, a stark illustration of the human cost of the
Israeli military campaign against Hezbollah in
southern Lebanon a day after it the two countries held
historic talks in Washington.

The back-to-back Israeli attacks on the southern village
of Mayfadoun, near the bigger town of Nabatiyeh, hit
the first group of medics responding to a distress call
from wounded civilians, a second group trying to
assist their wounded colleagues and a third group
rushing to aid the first two teams that had been
targeted. The Israeli military did not respond to a
request for comment on the strikes beyond saying it
was "looking into" what happened. It has previously
accused the Iran-backed Hezbollah militant group of
using ambulances as cover for militant activities,
without offering evidence.The Lebanese Health
Ministry condemned the attacks as a "blatant
violation" of international law.Abou Haidar Hayya,
an official with the Islamic Health Committee
involved in the rescue operation, said he feared such
direct targeting of medics meant that "there are no
more red lines in this war.""Ambulances are
protected under all international laws and
conventions. It is forbidden to target them. And when
those prohibitions collapse, we have nothing left," he

The accused was taken into custody
later Monday during a traffic stop in
Troup County, which borders
Alabama. He is charged with two
counts of malice murder, aggravated
assault and firearms counts.

ATLANTA. (Agency)

A man has been charged in a string of attacks
near Atlanta that left two women dead and a
man in critical condition, drawing the
Trump administration's attention after one
victim was identified as a Department of
Homeland Security employee who was
walking her dog.The killing of the DHS
worker, Lauren Bullis, and shootings of the
two other victims on Monday led
Homeland Secretary Markwayne Mullin to
issue a statement raising concerns that the
26-year-old defendant, U.K.-native
Olaolukitan Adon Abel, was granted U.S.

possibly more.
Amorning of violence

citizenship in 2022, when Democrat Joe
Biden was president."These acts of pure
evil have devastated our Department and
my prayers are with the families of the
victims," Mullin wrote in a statement
posted on social media, cataloging a litany
of the defendant's previous alleged crimes
but not specifying whether they happened
before he was granted citizenship.Court
records show that Olaolukitan Adon Abel,
whose name appears in different variations
in court and government records, pleaded
guilty in California in October 2024 to
assaulting two police officers with a deadly
weapon and attacking another person when
he was stationed at Naval Base
Coronado.Authorities have said they
believe at least one victim in this week's
shootings was targeted at random, and

The first victim was found with multiple
gunshot wounds near a restaurant in the
Decatur area at around 1 a.m. Monday. She
was taken to a hospital but died, DeKalb
County Police Chief Gregory Padrick said

Israel, US share ‘identical goals’ on Iran, says Netanyahu

Netanyahu reiterated that both countries aim to ensure the removal of enriched material from

Iran, dismantle its enrichment capabilities, and reopen key maritime routes.

World.(Agency)
Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin

fighting may resume, we are prepared
for any scenario,” he added, referring

Netanyahu has said that his country
and the United States share “identical
goals” in the ongoing conflict
involving Iran, while cautioning that it
is too early to predict how the situation
will unfold.Netanyahu on Wednesday
said that Washington has kept Israel
informed of its contacts with Tehran.
He reiterated that both countries aim to
ensure the removal of enriched
material from Iran, dismantle its
enrichment capabilities, and reopen

key maritime routes.“Our goals and |

those of the United States are identical:
We want to see the enriched material
removed from Iran, we want to see the
cancellation of enrichment
capabilities within Iran, and of course,
we want to see the opening of the
straits,” he said in a statement.“It is too
early to say how this matter will end, or
even how it will progress. In
anticipation of the possibility that

to the fragile two-week ceasefire
between Iran and the US-Israel set to
end on April 22.Amid continued
hostilities, Israeli forces and the Shi’ite

Lebanese group Hezbollah have
exchanged heavy fire. Netanyahu said
military operations were ongoing, with
forces continuing to strike militant
targets while supporting residents in
northern Israel.“l stand by the
residents of the north who are
continuing to stand firm. At the same

time, our forces are continuing to strike
Hezbollah,” he said.Referring to
operations in Bint Jbeil, a key
Hezbollah stronghold in southern
Lebanon, Netanyahu said Israeli forces
were close to overcoming the area,
long regarded as a symbol of the
group’s resistance since the 2006 war.

He also said he had instructed the Israel

Defence Forces (IDF) to widen the
security zone in southern Lebanon
and extend it eastward toward the
slopes of Mount Hermon to “better
assist our Druze brothers in their time
of distress” Netanyahu confirmed that
negotiations with Lebanon were
under way with US facilitation, a
significant development given the
absence of formal diplomatic relations
between the two countries.“In the
negotiations with Lebanon, there are
two central goals: first, the
disarmament of Hezbollah, and second,
(achieving) a sustainable peace,” he
said.

New discovery solves mystery of
location of Shakespeare's London house

—
The17th-century map sheds new
light on the Bard's London life,
pinpointing for the first time the
exact location of the only home
Shakespeare hought in the city, and
where he may have worked on his

final plays.

[ e
LONDON.(Agency)

Fans of William Shakespeare know that

ON 10T MARCH 1613
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
PURCHASED LODGINGS
IN THE BLACKFRIARS

GATEHOUSE
LOCATED NEAR
THIS SITE

first time the exact location of the only
home Shakespeare bought in the city,
and where he may have worked on his

said by phone from the health center in Nabitiyeh.

Bloomberg Says "Claim Has
No Merit" As Executive
Accused Of Sending Sexual
Texts To Male Employee

World.(Agency)
A Bloomberg L.P. account manager has filed a lawsuit

the great playwright came from
Stratford-upon-Avon, the riverside
English town where tourists still
throng to see his childhood home. But
he made his name in London — though
few traces of him remain in the British
capital. A newly discovered 17th-
century map sheds new light on the
Bard's London life, pinpointing for the

final plays.Shakespeare scholar Lucy
Munro, who found the document, said
that it supplies "extra bits of the jigsaw
puzzle" of Shakespeare's life. And as
with so many discoveries, it was partly
due to luck."I came across it in the
London Archives when I was looking
for other things," Munro said.New
evidence of the building's location

alleging sexual harassment and retaliation by senior
staff, claims that the company has strongly denied.
According to a report by the New York Post, Charles
Kyle O'Rourke, who has worked at Bloomberg since
2019, alleges that a senior manager sent him sexually
explicit and inappropriate messages, creating a
hostile work environment.The lawsuit, filed earlier
this week in New York Supreme Court in Manhattan,
names Peter Elliot as the alleged harasser. O'Rourke
claims Elliot repeatedly used Bloomberg's internal
messaging system to send crude comments, including
sexually suggestive remarks about acts and travel.

"Over the course of his nearly six-year tenure, Mr.
O'Rourke has been subjected to repeated acts of
sexual harassment by a senior manager, Peter Elliot,
and has experienced a hostile work environment
exacerbated by inadequate management support and
failure to provide reasonable accommodations for his
deteriorating mental health," the complaint alleges.

One incident cited in the complaint dates back to
February 2025, when Elliot allegedly sent O'Rourke
inappropriate messages while he was planning an
international trip. "Your life is terrible. Let's hope
there's a Thai out there who can soothe you. Do you
take the whole tribe? Or do you just pack some lube
and some Nasty Pig cutoffs and get on the plane?"
Elliot allegedly wrote.The suit also claims Elliot
made disturbing remarks such as suggesting he
should "spit in [his] coffee" and referencing "teeth
marks," which O'Rourke says were entirely
unwelcome.

Historians have long known that
Shakespeare bought property in
1613 near the Blackfriars
Theatre, but the exact location
was a mystery. A plaque on a
19th-century building records
only that the playwright had
lodgings "near this site."A plan
of the Blackfriars precinct
found by Munro and disclosed
Thursday by King's College
London shows in detail
Shakespeare's house, a substantial L-
shaped dwelling carved from a former
medieval monastery, including its
gatehouse.The 13th-century
Dominican friary had been
redeveloped for more secular uses
after the dissolution of the monasteries
by King Henry VIII in the mid-16th
century. The precinct included the
Blackfriars playhouse, which
Shakespeare part-owned.

at a news conference. Police have not
publicly identified her.About an hour later
in Brookhaven, an Atlanta suburb about 12 Just before 7 a.m. and more than 10 miles (16

miles (19 kilometers) northwest of the first
attack, a 49-year-old homeless man
sleeping outside of a grocery store was shot
multiple times, Brookhaven Police Chief
Brandon Gurley said. The man, whose
name hasn't been released, remains
hospitalized in critical condition.

"It is apparent to us that it was a completely

random attack on a member of our
unhoused community," Gurley said.

kilometers) away in the suburb of
Panthersville, officers responding to a
call found Bullis with gunshot and stab
wounds, Padrick said. She died at the
scene.

Investigators in Brookhaven determined
that the three attacks were connected,
Gurley said.Adon Abel was taken into
custody later Monday during a traffic
stop in Troup County, which borders
Alabama. He is charged with two counts
of malice murder, aggravated assault
and firearms counts, court records show.
He waived an initial court appearance
Tuesday, and a public defender listed as
his attorney did not immediately

respond to an email secking
comment.Toyin Adon Abel Jr., the
defendant's brother, said he did not want to
talk about his brother when reached by
phone but expressed sympathy for the
victims. "I feel terrible for the victims, their
families and their connections," he said.

Fresh Russian barrage

kills 14 in Ukraine

KYIV.(Agency)
Russian strikes killed at least 14 people in Ukraine,
local authorities said Thursday, after Moscow rained

missiles and drones on its neighbour in overnight
attacks.Moscow has fired hundreds of drones on its
neighbour almost nightly since the beginning of the
four-year war, with Kyiv regularly carrying out
strikes within Russia in response to its attacks.

Two children were killed in Ukrainian overnight
strikes on Russia, according to officials.

It comes after the end of a 32-hour Orthodox Easter
truce marred by accusations of mass violations,
according to both countries.Missile and drone
attacks on the southern Ukrainian port city of Odesa
killed seven people, the head of the city's military
administration Sergiy Lysak wrote on Telegram.

Strikes on the capital Kyiv killed at least four people,
including a 12-year-old boy, the city's mayor Vitali
Klitschko said.Across the Ukrainian capital, blasts
set buildings and cars alight, shattered windows and

damaged the facades of hotels, the State Emergency
Service of Ukraine said in an assessment of the
damage posted on Telegram.Rescuers pulled a child
from the rubble of a residential building that
collapsed in Kyiv's Podilsky district, where a drone
"literally flew into an 18-story apartment block",
Klitschko said.Three people were killed in the
central Dnipropetrovsk region, Oleksandr Ganzha,
head of the regional administration said on Telegram.
On the Russian side, two children were killed in the
southern Krasnodar Krai region, its governor
Veniamin Kondratyev said Thursday."A terrorist
drone attack on residential buildings in Tuapse has

claimed the lives of two minors aged five and 14," he
wrote on Telegram.Russia's overnight attack on
Ukraine triggered a missile alert in the capital Kyiv,
where the head of the capital's military
administration Tymur Tkachenko warne residents to
shelter until the warning was lifted. The attack on
Kyiv wounded at least 45 people, including several
medics, mayor Klitschko said.

Pakistani army chief visits Tehran in bid to
broker renewed talks bhetween US and lran

The White House said any further talks would likely take place in the Pakistani capital of Islamabad,

though no decision had been made on whether to resume negotiations.

CAIRO.(Agency)

Pakistan's army chief is set to meet with
Iranian officials in Tehran on Thursday in a
bid to ease tensions in West Asia and
arrange a second round of negotiations
between the United States and Iran after
almost seven weeks of war.The White
House said any further talks would likely
take place in the Pakistani capital of
Islamabad, though no decision had been
made on whether to resume negotiations.

The U.S. naval blockade of Iranian ports
continued as U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent said the Trump administration
would ramp up economic pain on Iran with
new economic sanctions on countries doing
business with it, calling the move the
"financial equivalent" of a bombing
campaign.Pakistan has emerged as a key
mediator after it hosted direct talks between
the U.S. and Iran in Islamabad that
authorities said helped narrow differences
between the two sides. Mediators are

seeking a new round before the ceasefire
expires next week.Meanwhile, Trump
wrote late Wednesday on Truth Social that
leaders from Israel and Lebanon would
speak the next day in a renewed effort to
broker a ceasefire after the countries' first
direct talks in decades ended the previous
day in Washington without a deal. It was
not clear what leaders Trump was referring
to.The Israeli prime minister's office did
not immediately respond for comment,
which was posted before dawn in Israel
and Lebanon.The war has jolted markets
and rattled the global economy as shipping
has been cut off and airstrikes have torn
through military and civilian infrastructure
across the region. Oil prices have fallen
amid hopes for an end to fighting, and U.S.
stocks on Wednesday surpassed records set
in January.Officials sayUS and Iran are
making progressEven as the U.S. blockade
on Iranian ports and renewed Iranian
threats strained the ceasefire agreement,

extending the ceasefire.

regional officials reported progress, telling
The Associated Press the United States and
Iran had an "in principle agreement" to
extend it to allow for more diplomacy.
They spoke on condition of anonymity to
discuss sensitive negotiations.Iran's
foreign minister, Abbas Araghchi, took
part in a preliminary meeting Wednesday
with Asim Munir, Pakistan's army chief of
staff, [ranian state media reported. But even
as mediators worked for peace, tensions
simmered.The commander of Iran's joint
military command, Ali Abdollahi,
threatened to halt trade in the region if the
U.S. does not lift its naval blockade, and a
newly-appointed military adviser to
Iranian Supreme Leader Mojtaba
Khamenei said he doesn't support

Mediators seek compromise on sticking
pointsMediators are pushing for a
compromise on three main sticking points
that derailed direct talks last weekend —

Iran's nuclear program, the Strait of
Hormuz and compensation for wartime
damages, according to a regional official
involved in the mediation efforts.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmail
Baghaei said Iran is open to discussing the
type and level of its uranium enrichment,
but his country "based on its needs, must be
able to continue enrichment," Iranian state
media reported.The fighting has killed at
least 3,000 people in Iran, more than 2,100
in Lebanon, 23 in Israel and more than a
dozen in Gulf Arab states. Thirteen U.S.
service members have also been killed.

China calls for Strait of Hormuz to reopen

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said the
window of peace was opening during a
phone call with his Iranian counterpart,
who briefed him on the latest developments
in Iran-U.S. negotiations and Tehran's
considerations on the next step, according
to a statement from China's foreign
ministry late Wednesday.
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Vaishali's rise from lowest-rated
to Candidates champion earns
Judith Polgar's praise

New Delhi. (Agency)

R Vaishali’s rise from the lowest-rated player in
the field to Women’s Candidates champion
has drawn widespread praise, with leading
voices from the chess world taking to X to
celebrate her landmark achievement.

Among them was Judit Polgar, who
highlighted the Indian’s grit and resilience in
a detailed post following the conclusion of
the FIDE Candidates Tournament 2026.
Polgar described Vaishali’s triumph as a
product of “persistence, fighting spirit, grit,
and resilience,” adding that winning the title
as the lowest-rated player underscored the
magnitude of the feat.That composure and
fighting spirit were evident in the final round,
where R Vaishali regained control at a crucial
stage to outplay Kateryna Lagno and seal the
title outright with 8.5 points. The victory not
only marked a career-defining moment but

also secured her a place in the World
Championship match later this year against
China’s Ju Wenjun.

Another reaction came from Susan Polgar, who
also took to X to underline the significance of
Vaishali’s achievement. She pointed out that
Vaishali is now only the second Indian
woman since Koneru Humpy in 2011 to earn
a shot at the world title, calling it a “well
deserved victory” while wishing her luck for
the championship clash.Long seen in the
shadow of her younger brother R
Praggnanandhaa, Vaishali’s triumph signals
her emergence as a force in her own right. Her
campaign was built on consistency and
composure against a strong field, reinforcing
India’s growing presence in elite women’s
chess.The Candidates also produced a
compelling storyline in the Open section,
where Javokhir Sindarov clinched victory
after drawing with Wei Yi, setting up a World
Championship clash with reigning champion
D Gukesh.

Elsewhere, Praggnanandhaa signed off with a
draw against Hikaru Nakamura, while Anish
Giri finished second after defeating Matthias
Bluebaum. Fabiano Caruana also ended his
campaign with a win over Andrey Esipenko.

Pat Cummins cleared

for IPL 2026 return:
Will he take part in
SRH vs CSK clash?

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

TPat Cummins has been cleared to return to
bowling after fresh scans, handing Sunrisers
Hyderabad a major boost ahead of the
second half of IPL 2026. But questions
remain over whether the Australian skipper
will feature in the upcoming clash against
Chennai Super Kings.The development
comes after Cricket Australia confirmed
that Cummins’ long-standing back issue has
now been resolved. In a statement released
on April 16, it was revealed that the pacer is
set to rejoin the SRH squad soon, after

.. '
"~

having already missed the side's first 5
matches so far.“Pat Cummins has been
given the all-clear to resume bowling
without restrictions following fresh scans
on his back in Sydney,” the update
read.Cummins' latest set of scans confirmed
the back stress issue that limited him to a
single match of professional cricket since
last August has now resolved,” it added.

The Australian quick is expected to travel
back to India and rejoin the SRH squad,
linking up with his SRH teammates, who
seem to have found a winning rhythm after
their dominant win over an in-form
Rajasthan Royals, following their topsy-
turvy start to the 2026 season.

WHY HAS CUMMINS MISSED IPL 2026
SOFAR?

Cummins’ absence so far has been due to a
carefully managed recovery from a back
injury that dates back to last year.

“I’m back bowling we’ve mapped out a plan
to get me right by the middle of the
tournament. So hopefully, if nothing goes
wrong, I’ll play the back half, plus the
final,” Cummins had said before the season.

The injury had already forced him to miss
significant cricket, including the T20 World
Cup, with only a limited return during the
Ashes. He had briefly joined the SRH squad
earlier this season but returned home for
final scans to ensure there were no long-
term concerns.

IPL 2026: Rohit Sharma fitness doubt adds
to MI's worries against rampant PBKS

IPL 2026, MI vs PBKS: Mumbai
Indians have struggled so far, losing
three matches on the trot, and face a
tough challenge against the unbeaten
Punjab Kings on Thursday at the
Wankhede Stadium. Rohit Sharma's
injury concern and Jasprit Bumrah's
indifferent form have only added to
their worries.

Madrid. (Agency)

Mumbai Indians began their IPL 2026
campaign with a win over Kolkata Knight
Riders, but things haven’t been the same
since. They have now lost three matches on
the trot and are languishing in ninth place on
the points table. What has further added to
their woes is the fitness concern surrounding
Rohit Sharma ahead of their clash against

Punjab Kings on Thursday at the Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai.PBKS, on the other
hand, are the only unbeaten team in the
competition so far. They would have fancied
their chances of beating KKR as well, had
rain not played spoilsport in that encounter at
the Eden Gardens. Punjab have historically
done well in Mumbai, and with MI not being
in the best of form, they will be eyeing to
continue their impressive run.

WILL ROHIT SHARMA PLAY AGAINST

PBKS?

Mumbai Indians are sweating over the fitness

of Rohit Sharma, who suffered a hamstring
injury against Royal Challengers Bengaluru.
The veteran scored 19 off 13 deliveries
before walking off the field. Cricbuzz later
reported that Rohit was scheduled for scans
to assess the extent of the injury.In the pre-
match press conference, Naman Dhir said
Rohit is currently being assessed by the
medical team and coaching staff, with a
decision to be taken once there is more
clarity.If Rohit is unavailable, MI will have
to rejig their batting order. Suryakumar
Yadav is an option to open. Suryakumar
opened the batting for MI in 2018, scoring

441 runs in 12 matches at an average of
36.75.They also have Quinton de Kock as an
opening option, though that would require
them to rethink how they use Sherfane
Rutherford, who has featured as an Impact

Sub so far.

CAN PUNJAB CONTINUE THEIR
UNBEATEN RUN?

Punjab Kings remain unbeaten in the
tournament and haven’t truly been tested so
far. The only concern they might look to
address is conceding 200-plus
totals—something that has happened twice.
That said, they managed to chase both targets
down in the penultimate over, avoiding the

Rasikh Salam always had it: RCB teammate
credits pacer's LSG heroics to experience

always had the skillset, with experience

IPL 2026: Rasikh Salam's four-wicket haul against LSG drew praise, but not surprise, from Jitesh Sharma. The RCB keeper insisted the pacer

Bengaluru. (Agency)

Rasikh Salam’s match-winning spell
against Lucknow Super Giants earned
praise from Jitesh Sharma, who
dismissed talk of it being a sudden
rise, insisting the pacer always had the
skillset. The Royal Challengers
Bengaluru wicketkeeper-batter
credited experience and the right
guidance for helping Rasikh unlock
his potential during their IPL 2026
clash.“He already had these skills that
you’re seeing now, but what he has
learned recently is how to use them,” Jitesh
said at the post-match press
conference.“When you get a good mentor, a
good coach, and a good environment, you
begin to understand how to use the weapons
you have. When to use them, where to use
them, and whether they are even required,”
he added.“After that, you keep sharpening

those weapons. When he played with me for
Baroda, he worked a lot on his yorkers and
slower ones. At that level, errors happen, but
if you practice so much that it becomes
muscle memory, then in matches things start
coming naturally,” Jitesh said.RCB’s
bowling unit delivered a clinical
performance to restrict LSG to 146 at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium, with Rasikh leading

and guidance now helping him deliver consistently.

the charge alongside Bhuvneshwar
Kumar and Josh Hazlewood.
HOW RASIKH BROKE LSG'S
BATTING ORDER
Rasikh’s spell stood out for both control
and timing. He removed Aiden
Markram early, before striking again
to dismiss Ayush Badoni and Mukul
Choudhary just as LSG looked to
rebuild.He returned to clean up Avesh
Khan, finishing with four wickets for
just 24 runs in his four overs.At the
other end, Bhuvneshwar’s three
wickets and Hazlewood’s control ensured
there was no respite for the LSG batting
unit, while Krunal Pandya chipped in with
two wickets.The result was a complete
bowling effort, but the spotlight remained
firmly on Rasikh, whose performance
reflected not a sudden breakthrough, but the
result of years of work behind the scenes.

Injustice: Frustrated Real Madrid slam referee
over soft Camavinga red-card vs Bayern

NEW DELHI. (Agency)
Real Madrid’s Champions League campaign
ended in frustration as they were knocked

after the decision, visibly furious with the
call.“It’s your fault. It’s your fault!”
Carvajal was heard shouting at the official.

incident while passing through the mixed
zone, echoing the general sentiment within
the squad over the decision.

out by Bayern Munich, with players and Jude Bellingham also did not hide his Meanwhile, Arda Guler took matters further.

staff slamming the referee over
Eduardo Camavinga’s late red
card.The controversial decision
proved decisive in a 6-4 aggregate
defeat, leaving Madrid fuming at
what they believed was a turning
point in an otherwise finely
balanced contest.The match had
been evenly poised before the
incident. However, Camavinga’s
second yellow card late in the
game shifted momentum,
allowing Bayern to capitalise and
score twice to seal progression. At
the final whistle at the Allianz ~—
Arena, Real Madrid players

rushed towards the referee, surrounding
him in protest as frustration spilt
over.Captain Dani Carvajal was seen
confronting referee Slavko Vincic right

frustration when he spoke after the match,

questioning the logic behind the booking.
“It’s ajoke. It is impossible for it to be yellow.
Two fouls and two yellows,” Bellingham
said.Antonio Rudiger briefly addressed the

The youngster confronted the
referee after the final whistle
and was shown a red card
himself near the tunnel, adding
to Madrid’s frustrations and
resulting in a suspension for the
start of next season.

HOW REAL MADRID'S UCL
FIGHT WAS ENDED BY
BAYERN

Real Madrid made a dream start,
capitalising on an early mistake
from Bayern goalkeeper
Manuel Neuer, with Guler
slotting home inside the opening
minute. Bayern responded

quickly, but Madrid continued to find a way

through, with Guler scoring again and

Kylian Mbappe ensuring they went into the

break ahead in a chaotic first half.

unpredictability of last-over finishes.

Punjab’s success has largely been built on

collective effort rather than individual

brilliance. Shreyas Iyer has impressed as

captain, leading from the front with the bat
and scoring 137 runs, including two
fifties.

However, PBKS may need to tighten their
bowling going forward, as their batters
could require greater support in the latter
stages of the tournament.

BUMRAH’S FORM A CONCERN FOR
MI?

| One of'the key reasons why Mumbai Indians
are yet to get going in IPL 2026 is the form
of Jasprit Bumrah. The pace spearhead has
an economy rate of 8.20, respectable on

batting-friendly pitches, but his lack of

wickets across four matches has raised
concerns.In fact, Bumrah has now gone five

matches and 122 deliveries without a

wicket—his longest such streak in IPL

history. For MI to turn things around, his
return to form has become crucial.His new-
ball partner Trent Boult has also struggled,
managing just one wicket at an economy of
12.22.

CSK writes to BCCI over 'Dosa
Idly' song jibe at Chinnaswamy

during RCB clash

Bengaluru. (Agency)

Chennai Super Kings have reportedly written to

the Board of Control for Cricket in India over
the music and remarks played at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium during their IPL 2026
clash against Royal Challengers Bengaluru on
April 5.According to a report by The Indian
Express, the franchise took exception to the
playing of the track ‘Dosa, Idly, Sambar,
Chutney’, a song by Gana Appu that has often
been used in meme culture around South Indian
stereotypes. CSK also raised concerns about
certain accompanying comments and meme
references, which they felt were not in good
taste during the match.An IPL official
confirmed that the complaint has been received
and is under review, with the governing council
expected to examine the matter. CSK managing
director Kasi Viswanathan said the
environment at the Chinnaswamy stood out
compared to typical away fixtures.“The DJs are
usually around to support the home team. But at

the Chinnaswamy Stadium, it was different.
Certain comments were made against our
players. Considering it, we have written to the
BCCI to have alook into it,” Viswanathan said.

Previous incident adds context

The controversy also has some recent history.
During the previous IPL season, the same track
gained traction after RCB wicketkeeper Jitesh
Sharma referenced it ahead of a game in
Chennai. In that match, the DJ at Chepauk
played the song when Sharma was dismissed,
which drew reactions from fans.Following that
episode, CSK’s management reportedly
introduced clearer guidelines to ensure that DJs
avoid targeting opposition players or fans.
“After that incident, there hasn’t been any
repeat of it. The DJ isn’t supposed to make any
comment on the opposition players,”
Viswanathan added, while also pointing to the
franchise’s fan culture.

CSK's Khaleel Ahmed ruled out
of IPL 2026 due to injury

«|PL 2026: Chennai Super Kings
have been dealt a big blow for
their ongoing season with their

pacer, Khaleel Ahmed heing ruled

out due to injury.

Chennai. (Agency)

Chennai Super Kings pacer Khaleel Ahmed

has been ruled out of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2026 after suffering a
significant injury during the side's April 14
clash against Kolkata Knight Riders. The
setback comes as a major blow for CSK, who
have relied on the left-arm pacer for early
breakthroughs this season.The injury
occurred during a crucial phase of the KKR
clash in Chepauk and immediately raised
concerns within the CSK camp. India Today

has learnt from its sources that
Khaleel has suffered a serious
quadriceps injury that will
require a lengthy spell on the
sidelines.Medical assessments
have confirmed the extent of the
damage, with Khaleel diagnosed
with a Grade 2 tear. The injury
has been described as a high-
grade partial tear with a stretch
injury of the right rectus femoris
tendon, along with a complete
tear of the direct head of the
muscle.Given the severity, the |
pacer has been advised long-term
rehabilitation, with a recovery
timeline of 10 to 12 weeks. That
effectively rules him out for the
remainder of IPL 2026.The
timing of'the injury is particularly
unfortunate for CSK, considering Khaleel
had been a key part of CSK's pace bopwling
unit, having featured in all of CSK's 5

matches this season.His absence now leaves
a gap that CSK will have to address quickly,
especially with the tournament entering a
phase where consistency becomes crucial.

HOW DID KHALEEL AHMED GET
INJURED?

Khaleel’s injury unfolded during the
17th over of the innings against KKR.

While running in to deliver the final ball
of the over, the pacer felt discomfort in
his right thigh. He attempted to
continue, but the pain forced him to
stop midway and call for medical
attention.

The situation became evident as he
walked off the field, unable to
complete his over. Gurjapneet Singh
was brought in to finish the over,
conceding a boundary in the process as
CSK’s plans were disrupted.

Before the injury, Khaleel had been one
of CSK’s standout bowlers in the
match.He had delivered a disciplined
spell in the powerplay, conceding just

17 runs in three overs and removing Sunil

Narine, a key wicket given the all-rounder’s

aggressive approach at the top.
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Anushka

dharma

" Virat Kohli's Wedding Was Gatecrashed
By Man Dressed As Maharaja, Security
Head Recalls Incident

One of the most adored celebrity couples, Anushka Sharma and Virat Kohli, have always

f
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kept their love story private yet magical. The duo tied the knot in 2017 after dating away
from the public eye, surprising fans with a dreamy, intimate wedding in Tuscany, Italy.

With just close friends and family in attendance, the hush-hush ceremony remained under

wraps until the couple officially shared their fairytale wedding pictures on social media,

instantly breaking the internet. In a recent interview, security head Yaseen Khan revealed that a

gatecrasher managed to make his way into Virushka’s wedding.

What really happened at Anushka Sharma and Virat Kohli’s wedding?

While speaking to Hindi Rush, Yaseen Khan, the founder of YK Security, recalled an incident that
took place at Anushka Sharma and Virat Kohli‘s wedding in Italy. He said, “A gatecrasher,
dressed exactly like a maharaja, arrived in a BMW, accompanied by two bouncers in a Safari. |
wasn’t present at the gate. | was at the main
floor where the wedding was taking place. My H

team was there. We know the gatecrashers ‘3¢

by face. My supervisor had a doubt so w

he flagged it to the event
management team."

However, the event management

team, comprising young trainees

fresh out of college, mistook the R A

gatecrasher for a real guest, o @
likely influenced by his arrival '

in a BMW, and allowed him gl

entry. Khan further shared, o

*When I got my eyes on him, ¥ R

he would stay only in the i

corner. His security guards .
would click his picture with

a celebrity, after which

he’dretreat into the corner. If you’re a guest, you'd mingle with others at

the wedding.”

When Khan enquired about his background, the gatecrasher

claimed to be the nephew of a high-profile guest who
couldn’t attend the wedding in Italy. Recalling the
incident, Yaseen Khan shared that he then checked with
Virat’s manager to verify the claim and was informed
that the said guest was invited only to the Delhi

' reception, not the Italy ceremony. He added that he

'\ returned to the gatecrasher and informed him that only

2 invited guests were allowed, following which the man
showed some attitude before eventually leaving.

‘ After years of enjoying marital bliss, Anushka and Virat welcomed

: their first child, Vamika, in January 2021. Later, in 2024, they were

blessed with a second child, Akaay. The couple has notrevealed the faces
of their kids on social media or publicly. The family continues to stay in the

UK due to privacy reasons.

*-Tigr Shroff

> To Headline Dhoom 3 Director Vijay Krishna
Acharyda's Next, Shoot To Begin In August?

' I liger Shroff is reportedly set to headline the next directorial venture of filmmaker Vijay

Krishna Acharya, best known for Dhoom 3. The upcoming project is expected to go on floors

i \ in August this year. While an official announcement is yet to be made, sources suggest that the
film will be a high-octane action entertainerPinkvilla quoted a source saying, “Tiger is on a roll

‘ right now and has been actively signing multiple films across genres. This collaboration with Vijay
Krishna Acharya is one of the most exciting projects in his lineup. It’s an out-and-out action-packed

entertainer...the action is designed to be very slick, mounted on a big scale and unlike anything

& seen before in Indian cinema.”
' “Tiger will be exploring a new domain of action with this film. The idea is to reinvent his image and
push his physicality and performance into untapped territory", the source adds. The film will be
o’ produced by Vinod Bhanushali and
Tony D’Souza, with plans for a grand
\ :

theatrical release in 2027.

Meanwhile, Tiger is currently

shooting for producer Murad

Khetani’s next, directed by Sachin

Ravi of Avane Srimannarayana

fame.On the professional front, Tiger

Shroff will next be seen in Lag Jaa

b S— Gale, where he stars alongside

: Lakshya and Janhvi Kapoor. In a

video shared on social media, Tiger

Shroff was seen wearing a black

outfit with long hair and a beard. He

was seen with an intense look and smoking a cigarette. In another video, Janhvi was also seen
joining him for the shoot, she was seen wearing a shimmering mini-dress and waved at the fans.

Lag Jaa Gale is said to revolve around a revenge-driven storyline, with action playing a central role.

Lakshya and Tiger Shroff’s characters will be pitted against each other, and their face-offs are

expected to be one of the film’s biggest highlights. High-intensity action sequences have been

planned across the schedule. Janhvi Kapoor’s role adds an emotional layer to the narrative, with her

~—f character forming a crucial link between the two men.

.

Toaster Movie Review: This
Rajkummar Rao, Sanya Malhotra
Film Is Almost Well-Toasted But

Tonally Inconsistent

aving built his career over a plethora of
Hrolcs born out of the humdrum of everyday
life, Rajkummar Rao now steps into
production. Joining him on this ride is wife,
Patralekhaa. Hence, it’s no surprise that their
debut production venture, Toaster, is an ode to the
beauty of ordinariness. But it also has a frosting of
deliciously outlandish plot progression with
chaos sitting atop like a cherry.Toaster revolves
around — no points for guessing — a toaster. It
unfolds over a one-liner story and it’s interesting
to see how director Vivek Daschaudary and
writers Parveez Shaikh, Akshat Ghildial and
Anagh Mukherjee manage to create a joyride — at
least in the first half — out of it. The narrative
resorts to humour so slice-of-life and
‘categorically middle-class’ (if Maya Sarabhai
had to describe it) that you can’t help but cackle
every now and then.

So, there’s a delectable whacky idea at the heart of
Toaster. And for a while, the film leans into this
absurdity with real confidence. It opens with
thriller-like tension where we see a sweaty and
scared Ramakant digging up a plot to bury a dead
body. He asks a certain somebody if burials
happen with the body lying on its back or its
stomach as he’s only used to seeing dead people
getcremated.

The action then moves back a few weeks where we
are introduced to Ramakant, a stingy man residing
in Mumbai’s Borivali West with his wife, Shilpa.
On his morning run, he steals three bananas as
that’s a much better way of life than shelling out
money. He argues with a woman in the telephone
office as they charged Shilpa an added Rs 6 in her
monthly bill. His face falls when his landlord,
Glen, asks him to pay his share of the
autorickshaw fare.

Aditya Dhar Reveals Hilarious Reply
Stunt Director Gave Him When He
Asked For New Stuntmen For
Dhurandhar 2

Dhurandhar: The Revenge that stood out to

moviegoers, then it has to be the Ranveer Singh
starrer’s action. In a heartfelt post, Aditya Dhar
has now lauded the entire team of 400 stunt
performers who worked tirelessly on the film and
shared behind-the-scenes photos.Dhar started the
note writing, “To my action team on Dhurandhar
— Aejaz Gulab, Sea Young Oh, Yannick Ben,
Ramazan Bulut, and Vishal Tyagi. There’s a thin
line between conviction and madness, and on this
film, I crossed italmost every single day.

Aditya Dhar further continued and stated that he
used to go to the team with absolutely ‘ridiculous’
ideas, and his action director, Aejaz Gulab, would
always say, “Okay, let’s figure it out.”

Sharing a hilarious incident when he told his action
director that he believed the team was repeating
similar faces in every scene, Aejaz Gulab said
that the director had used almost the entire
Mumbai in the team. Aditya revealed, “T still
remember a point during the shoot where I told
Acjaz bhai, “We're running out of stuntmen, I'm
seeing the same faces again.” And he just looked
at me and casually replied, ‘There’s no one left,
we've used almost everyone in Mumbai.” More
than 400 stunt performers, even now, that number
sounds unreal. But that’s what it took. What
stayed with me even more than the scale was the
precision and ownership each of you brought.

Further adding how they worked day in and day out
but never compromised on safety, he said, “What
people won't see is what went into making all of
this possible, mock sets built on studio floors,
days and days of rehearsals, then reworking, then
rehearsing again. We were under insane
timelines, dealing with extreme conditions, but
the one thing we never compromised on was
safety and preparation. That’s the only reason we
could pull off what we did. Somewhere along the
way, this stopped being just work for me. I found
real friendships here."

“Action has always been the part of filmmaking
that feels most instinctive to me. It’s where 1 feel
athome. And with all of you, I never felt like I had
to fight to be understood, you just got it and then
took it further. You didn’t just execute what was
written; you elevated it, challenged it, and made it
better.

If there 1s something other than the story in
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