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Glow hard
or go home

Beauty and eternal youth is everything. Even in a
world ravaged by war, famine, poverty, global
warming, pollution, substance abuse, human
trafficking, and dead babies. Good looks
command attention and reverence. Talent, merit, a
great personality, and the rest of it is important, of
course, but these things are recognised and
marketable mostly if they come in a glossy
package that looks good enough to eat. This is
hardly an evil exclusive to the present age. We
have always been a superficial lot, fixated on frills,
but have become less apologetic and discreet
about our shallow ways.You know it is the ugly
truth because the tech billionaires are spending
their ill-begotten squillions on longevity and
looking good ad infinitum. Of course, according to
their PR people, the intention is noble and
uplifting with an altruistic vision to eliminate
disease and improve quality of life for the ancient
as well as those who merely look like they don’t
spend their nights in hyperbaric chambers while
availing the benefits of vampire facials and blood
transfusions from baby rodents. After all, nobody
deserves to suffer through the horrors of aging
such as wattle necks, warts, wrinkles, balding,
liver spots, menopause, greying, aching joints,
recalcitrant bowels, cognitive decline, and the
tendency of society to ignore their senior citizens
as well as the unfortunate looking or the obese and
condemn them to enforced loneliness, irrelevance

and not-so-surreptitious scorn.The second most
powerful lobby in the world—the
influencers—reinforce this notion by urging
people to be the best looking version of themselves
and keep squawking about bio-hacking,
supplements, fitness routines, cell rejuvenation,
and ‘legit’ beauty products that guarantee a more
photographic version of you on the morrow
provided you are willing to make the investment
today and buy truckloads of fat-free collagen and
hyaluronic acid with glutathione pudding
available in chocolate, passion fruit, and orange
blossom flavours. Their feeds feature ads urging
women, men, and children to try botox, dermal
fillers, laser skin resurfacing, blepharoplasties,
Ozempic, packets of powdered puppies, assorted
aids and implements from a serial Kkiller’s
basement, which the willingly gullible gobble up
in the vain hope of looking as ethereal as Aditi Rao
Hydari, exquisitely emaciated as Ariana Grande
and age-defying as Malaika Arora.A lot of people
are buying into the fallacious argument that if you
look effortlessly good, skinny and exude an
enviable ‘glow’ you will definitely be treated
better and might even make a fortune, meet and
keep the love of your life and truly enjoy all that
glitters. Most are willing to go to extreme lengths,
expend time, money and resources they can scarce
afford to look luminous and just wow all the damn
time! While a vast majority of cosmetic
procedures are performed on women, men are
catching up too, both risking invasive and painful
surgery that may have damaging, and long-term
physical and psychological implications. What
emerges is not a pretty picture revealing how we
have allowed our insecurities and inanities to get
the better of us and degenerated into beastly beings
who care only about how strangers view us
through filters and refuse to work on how we feel
about ourselves or forge real connections that
translate into joyful, meaningful ways to
experience life with loved ones.

Balanced tourism or we only go downhill

Letters Edwin Lutyens wrote to his wife while designing New Delhi reveal a deeply racist mind.

That prejudice shaped how the new imperial capital for British India was built

When Edwin Lutyens—the British architect who designed

imperial New Delhi and what is now Rashtrapati
Bhavan—wrote about India, he was not always speaking
in generalities. In one striking passage from his private
letters (1912—14) describing Madras (now Chennai), he
calls the people “degenerate—very dark, very naked”
with “awful faces”, dismissing them even while noting
that Freeman Freeman-Thomas, marquess of
Willingdon, “says they are most unusually intelligent”.
The evidence does not alter the judgement. It’s simply
ignored. The extracts cited here are drawn from Lutyens’
private correspondence with his wife Emily, held in the
archives of the Royal Institute of British Architects in
London. While the letters have long been available to
scholars, passages such as his remarks on Madras have
remained largely overlooked in contemporary debates
about his legacy.These letters, written while Lutyens
was designing the new imperial capital for British India,
now carry renewed relevance. The recent decision to
remove his bust from Rashtrapati Bhavan and replace it
with that of C Rajagopalachari has reopened questions
about how India remembers those who shaped its
colonial past. Seen in that context, Lutyens’ private
views matter.They are not isolated remarks. Across his
correspondence, he returns to the same themes with
striking consistency. India, for him, is “barbaric”. Its
aesthetics are “childishly vulgar”. Its cities repel him
with “dirt, filth... stench and hideousness”. Its
religion—dismissed as “bull, cow and monkey
worship”—is treated as absurdity rather than belief. Its
people appear as “every sort f black body doing every
sort of thing”. At times, the language is cruder still. He
refers to Indians as “niggers” and “blackamoors”,
complains that “some fat blacks” have occupied a
ladies’ carriage, and mocks what he sees as their
inability to use basic facilities. Even the sons of Indian
princes are reduced to caricature, observed with a
mixture of condescension and disdain.

Even in architecture, his judgements follow the same line.

The Taj Mahal is “wonderful”, but “not architecture”.
Indian buildings are dismissed as “tents in stone”.
Indian craftsmen produce “hideous vulgarities”,
lacking any real understanding of construction.More
revealing still is the theory behind the contempt. Lutyens
writes that he does not believe there is “any real Indian
architecture or any great tradition”, describing it as “the
building style of children”. What is admirable, he
suggests, comes from elsewhere—“an Italian or a
Chinaman”. India, in this view, must be taught: Western
tradition must intervene so that Indians can learn to

“think in three dimensions”.

At one point, reflecting on Indian artisans, he goes further.

The difficulty, he writes, is finding the right men:
“Government ought to breed them... A job for the
Eugenic Societies.” This is not casual prejudice. It’s a
worldview.And it extends into politics. Lutyens
describes the nationalist movement as children rebelling

against their nurse. He writes that the “average Indian
seems a hopeless creature” and suggests it will be years
before Indians are “fit to govern themselves with any
sense of justice or fairness”. Representative
government, in his view, risks disorder rather than
progress.He admits, too, to a deeper distance. “The
horror of India has not gripped me at all,” he writes,
adding that the real difficulty lies not in the physical

country but in “the people and their minds”—a distance
he resolves not by understanding, but by reduction.

He was not an observer passing through India. He was

Manipur’s woes: Violence poses new threat to stability

designing its imperial capital. The buildings that

followed—most notably Rashtrapati Bhavan—were

intended to express authority, permanence and control.

They were, in effect, architecture as ideology.

Seen in that light, the familiar features of Lutyens’
Delhi take on a sharper meaning. The distance
from the old city, the elevation of the imperial
complex, the strict geometry of its layout—these
are not simply aesthetic choices. They reflect a
hierarchy the letters articulate openly.For
decades, independent India has lived with—and
adapted—that inheritance. Lutyens’ buildings
have been absorbed into the life of a democratic
state, their meanings reshaped by use.

But the question of honour is separate from the
question of use.The removal of Lutyens’ bust
from Rashtrapati Bhavan sits within a broader,
longer process—visible in the renaming of
roads, institutions and public spaces—through
which India is reassessing the symbols of
colonial authority. This is not erasure, but
reordering: deciding who is honoured, and on
what terms.

The afterlife of Lutyens’ reputation is captured not
only in stone but in objects. A caricature bust he
kept in his Delhi office—wearing an Indian
chhatri like a hat—was later taken back to
London and now sits in a museum collection.
The symbolism is difficult to ignore. Indian
architectural forms are appropriated, stylised
and made part of his self-image, even as the
culture that produced them is dismissed in his
letters.There will be those who argue that
Lutyens should be judged in context—a man of
his time, reflecting the assumptions of empire.
That is true, as far as it goes. But the letters go
further. They are explicit, repeated and argued.
They reveal not just prejudice, but a coherent
racial and civilisational hierarchy—one that

spans culture, religion, aesthetics and political authority.

And that hierarchy shaped how India was seen, and

therefore how it was built.Lutyens’ achievement is not in

doubt. But neither is the distance he placed between
himself and the people he was building for. His letters
show a mind that could order space with brilliance, but
could not—or would not—grasp the society around it

except by diminishing it.

India, which will host the 2030 Commonwealth Games and has set its sights on the 2036 Olympics, must go all out to improve its image

THE recurrence of violence in Manipur, just two

months after an elected government was
reinstated, is an alarming sign that peace in the
northeastern state must not be taken for granted.
Two persons, including an ex-serviceman, were
shot dead by suspected militants in an ambush
in Ukhrul district on Saturday, while two kids
were killed in a bomb attack at Tronglaobi in
Bishnupur district on April 7. Clashes between
protesters, who are seeking the arrest of the
perpetrators, and security forces have rocked
districts of the Imphal valley. The ambush
comes amid appeals for dialogue and
reconciliation. The fact that renewed calls for |

. . W
peace are being ignored reflects the depth of |
mistrust and the volatility of the situation.The
state government’s prompt decision to hand
over the Ukhrul and Bishnupur cases to the National
Investigation Agency indicates a sense of urgency, but
it is not a solution in itself. There is a dire need to

address the underlying causes that continue to trigger
cycles of violence. Competing narratives, mutual
suspicion among communities and the quick spread of
misinformation have created an environment where

even isolated incidents risk triggering wider
unrest. Public anger is palpable, but it is also
apparently being fuelled by rumours and
inflammatory rhetoric.

The government’s assertion that the law-and-order
situation is “sensitive but under control” seems
divorced from the lived reality of people on the
ground. Manipur’s path forward must rest on
sustained dialogue, accountability and
community engagement. Security operations are
necessary to curb immediate threats, but they
must be complemented by efforts to rebuild trust
and address grievances. Peace cannot be imposed
— it should be negotiated, nurtured and protected
by all stakeholders. Until then, each new incident
of violence will continue to erode hope, pushing
the state further away from lasting stability.

Manipuris have suffered untold misery over the past

three years; the onus is on the “double-engine”

government to give the healing touch right now.

Teflon Trump keeps winning the war for attention

«Where traditional politicians trade in credibility (fragile or fluctuating), Trump deals in defiance. He pre-

bunks every critique, pre-labels every attack, and also pre-loads every scandal into a persecution playlist

It starts, as it so often does, with Teflon Trump as the
spectacle. He is the showman supreme, chaos conductor
or headline hijacker. The image of POTUS cosplaying
Christ isn’t just non-biological ego-core Al cocaine; it’s
message-maxxing. Translation for the timeline:
“validation is mid, I’m the main character.” Whether it’s
a “woke pope” or elite echo chambers clutching pearls,
the vibe he’s pushing is simple: disapproval equals
dopamine. The more his attackers seethe, the more his
squad solidifies behind him. What looks cringe to critics
reads as courage to his crowd, not absurd but assertive,
and notbizarre but based.

Which is why the evergreen take from liberal media that
he’s “losing his base” feels like pure copecore. Trump’s
bond with his base isn’t policy-pilled or decorum-
driven; it’s identity-coded, emotion-loaded, and
borderline tribal-coded. Every drag is reframed as an
attack on them. Every scandal becomes saga, every
critique becomes confirmation. Pressure doesn’t break
the bond—it buffs it, polishes it, turns it into something
harder, louder, stickier. History, when it’s not busy being
aesthetic propaganda, is messy.Take Iran, for instance.
Critics dissed ceasefire talks as failure. But from
Trump’s POV, it’s more chessboard than checklist.
Control the currents, command the game, especially
around chokepoints like the Strait of Hormuz. If energy
is power, then disruption isn’t defeat. It’s leverage.
Maritime muscle over multilateral meetings is less
“peace process,” and more of “power play.” And here’s
the core disconnect: where critics see chaos; supporters
see strategy. Same soundbite, different subtitles; talk of
oil, territory, and force projection seems reckless to
some, but refreshingly real to others. That split-screen

perception is the whole story. Then there’s the culture

matrix lineage, not in a neat category but as a recurring

war carousel. Trump-bashing isn’t just critique—it’s
community content. Eye-rolls, hot takes, doom threads
are all ritual—identity affirmation dressed as analysis.
But Trump? He doesn’t dodge the discourse, he
dominates it. Criticism doesn’t sideline him; it spotlights
him. Keeps him trending, talking, and top-of-feed. The
outrage isn’t starving him; instead it’s feeding him.
History doesn’t do copy-paste, but it does thyme. Julius
Caesar knew being branded a threat to the establishment
made him the popular alternative. Charles de Gaulle
turned exile into epic comeback. Trump taps that same
energy, only sped up, scaled up, and meme’d up. Faster
backlash, faster bounce-back, faster myth-making is his
shtick. The storm doesn’t pass; it refreshes. And Trump
rides it.So the opposition spirals into satire mode: a
content farm of caricature. Unflattering frames,
memeified meltdowns, headline hysteria—“unhinged,”
“panicked,” “midnight meltdown.” The media montage
tries to become myth. They storyboard his downfall,
script his exit, poll his extinction. Remember the
confident calls about Kamala Harris sweeping him
aside? But here’s the glitch: the mockery doesn’t land
lethal. The laughter loops, but he lingers. He respawns.
Resets. Rebrands. What should cancel him instead
catapults him. In the attention economy, outrage isn’t
oxygen depletion, it’s oxygen delivery. And Trump’s got
the lungs. Trumpian rhetoric runs like a rollercoaster
reel: one day “almost done,” next day ‘“stone age
strategy,” destiny-drenched declarations dropping like
dramatic trailers. This is not inconsistencys; it is suspense
as statecraft. It is governance as a form of narrative
nudging. Thus Donald Trump fits the glitch-in-the-

disruption. He is part thunder, part theatre kid, part
funhouse mirror nobody ordered from Amazon but
everyone’s forced to stare into. For a lot of liberal
culture, he isn’t just wrong, he’s shaped all wrong. Don’t
call him misguided, but as grammatically illegal in the

language of polite public life. Liberalism prides itself on
soft-tone signalling, empathy aesthetics, and carefully
choreographed caution. But Trump? He’s the bull in the
brunch café, not just breaking the porcelain but asking
why the porcelain mattered. He doesn’t just dissent;
instead he disdains. And that hits different.Across the
Atlantic, the energy shifts but the side-eye stays.
European leaders are watching with curated concern.

Where they conduct with batons, Trump bangs the drum.
Percussion over precision, leverage over legacy is his
philosophy. The real issue about him isn’t about
disagreement but his unpredictability. In diplomacy,
unpredictability is the ultimate plot twist. Still, in a
world where power flexes louder than it whispers, his
wavelength summed up by visibility, velocity, and
victory feels weirdly legible, even when it’s not likeable.
Therefore the myth, the meme, the mantra: Teflon
Trump. Not because nothing hits but because nothing
sticks. Where traditional politicians trade in credibility
(fragile or fluctuating), Trump deals in defiance. He pre-
bunks every critique, pre-labels every attack, and also
pre-loads every scandal into a persecution playlist. The
Trump trope feels algorithmic: outrage in, allegiance
out. There’s historical echo energy here: figures who
knew that being besieged keeps you boosted, that
opposition equals oxygen, that storms aren’t survived
but surfed. So what you get isn’t a clean conclusion but a
chaotic collage. A man who’s both product and producer
of his moment. A walking feedback loop and the
reminder that in politics, the most confusing characters
are often the most persistent ones.

So we circle back to the enigma: Teflon Trump. Where war
becomes theatre, he turns deadlines into drama, and
danger into narrative fuel. The spectacle is as real as the
stakes. Trump doesn’t just play the expected role; he
rewrites the script mid-scene. Big strokes, bold edits,
constant cliffhangers. And the world watches,
wondering: is this the final act, or just another episode
drop. But then Donald Trump is no Apprentice at being
Donald Trump. Don’t you think it trumps everything
else?




THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Thursday, 23 April 2026

Housing prices in Bengaluru
may further rise up to 40%;
THIS is the reason

New Delhi,.(Agency)

A report by Colliers has highlighted that the tech hub
city's rapid economic and real estate growth, fuelled
by the expansion of the technology sector since the
1990s, is set to accelerate further with ongoing
infrastructure development. It also highlighted that
Bengaluru leads globally in tech talent availability,
with nearly twice as many professionals as the next
largest city. Along with the presence of
multinational firms, startups, and a strong industrial
ecosystem, this has positioned the city among
India’s fastest-growing real estate
markets.Infrastructure development, including
roads, expressways, Metro connectivity and airport
expansion emerged as a major growth driver,
particularly in easing congestion and unlocking new
real estate corridors.The Metro network,
comprising multiple lines at different stages is
expected to play a crucial role in shaping future
demand.While the Purple and Green Lines have
already boosted office, residential and warehousing
activity across key corridors, the recently
operational Yellow Line and upcoming Pink Line
are likely to further transform the city’s real estate
landscape, according to the report.

The Yellow Line network has improved connectivity
to major employment hubs such as Electronic City,
while the Pink Line is expected to decongest central
and southern parts of the city, enhancing access to
key commercial and residential zones.

The report has projected that office space demand in
key micro-markets such as CBD, SBD 2 and
Electronic City could reach up to 7 million square
feet over the next two years, with rentals likely to
rise by 5-10 per cent.Residential markets are
already witnessing strong traction, with housing
prices in key locations projected to rise by up to 40
per cent, driven by improved connectivity and
increased developer activity.

Opting for New Tax Regime?
Even your Rs 14.65 lakh
salary can be tax-free --
Calculation explained

New Delhi:.(Agency)

Under the New Tax Regime, individuals with a net
taxable income of up to Rs 12 lakh per annum pay
zero income tax for the financial year 2025-26. If
you are earning a Rs 14.65 lakh salary, it could be
tax-free just like someone who is earning Rs 12 lakh.
Under the New Income Tax Regime, you can pay
zero income tax even with a salary of Rs 14.65 lakh
by strategically utilising deductions. A standard
deduction of Rs 75,000 is available for salaried
individuals under the New Tax Regime. While most
taxpayers believe that the new regime only offers a
standard deduction of Rs 75,000, they must note that
employer contributions and retirement benefits are
highly tax-efficient. When a deduction strategy is
applied, employees can make their salary of Rs
14.65 lakh tax-free.If you contribute to the National
Pension Scheme (NPS) you can deduct up to 14
percent of your basic salary invested in NPS.
Employer NPS contributions up to 14 percent of
basic salary plus DA are tax-free under Section
80CCD(2) in the new tax regime.

EPF contribution

The employer's contribution to the Employees'
Provident Fund (EPF) is also tax-free. 12 percent of
the basic salary plus DA contributed by the employer
to EPF is tax-exempt.

Crude oil prices near $100
again as Strait of Hormuz
remains constrained

New Delhi.(Agency)

Global crude oil prices edged higher to nearly $100 a
barrel on Wednesday as traders and investors
analysed the outlook for US-Iran peace talks
following US President Donald Trump’s
announcement to extend a fragile ceasefire, even as
the Strait of Hormuz remained constrained.

International benchmark Brent crude futures traded at
$99.29 per barrel, up 0.82 per cent, while US West
Texas Intermediate (WTI) rose 1.15 per cent to
$90.71.Both benchmark contracts had gained
around 3 per cent in the previous session.On the
Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX), crude oil
declined from previous close levels, hitting an
intraday low of Rs 8,382, down 0.65 per cent or Rs
55asofaround 10:30 am.

Market sentiment remained cautious after Trump said
he would indefinitely extend the ceasefire with Iran
to allow more time for negotiations, after initially
setting a two-week period.Moreover, the naval
blockade continued, with the Strait of Hormuz
remaining constrained.In a social media post, Trump
claimed that Iran was 'collapsing financially' and
'losing $500 million a day', adding that Tehran was
keen to reopen the Strait of Hormuz.Shipping
activity through the Strait of Hormuz -- a critical
route for nearly 20 per cent of global energy supplies
-- remained largely stalled, with minimal vessel
movement reported in the past 24 hours, according to
reports.Adding to tensions, Iran has indicated it may
attempt to break the blockade.

In equities, markets showed mixed performance
globally. Domestic equities traded lower, with both
benchmark indices, Sensex and Nifty, declining
about 1 per cent each amid selling pressure in IT,
banking and auto stocks such as Infosys, HCL Tech,
Tech Mahindra, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank, Eicher
Motors and M&amp;M.On the global front, markets
traded mixed. In Asia, the Nikkei rose 0.61 per cent,
while the Hang Seng declined 1 per cent and the
KOSPI traded marginally lower.In the US, Wall
Street closed in negative tetritory, with the S&amp;P
500 falling 0.63 per cent to 7,064 and the Nasdaq
ending 0.6 per cent lower at 24,259.96.

But this year, the go-to sugar-free drink

The problem is not the drink itself, but

Payments up to Rs 15,000 can be

RBI changes auto-debit rules: Your Netflix,
SIPs and bill payments may get easier

New Delhi,.(Agency)

Paying monthly subscriptions, SIPs,
insurance premiums, credit card bills and
utility charges may soon become less
frustrating for many users.That is because
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
changed its recurring payment rules,
allowing many auto-debit transactions of
up to Rs 15,000 to go through without
asking for a fresh OTP every single time.

In simple terms, if you have already

approved an automatic payment once,
future monthly payments within the
allowed limit can happen more smoothly.

WHAT HAS CHANGED
Recurring payments up to Rs 15,000 can

now be processed without fresh
authentication each cycle once the
mandate is registered. This means many
common monthly payments such as
subscriptions, SIP instalments,
maintenance bills, broadband charges or
utility bills may no longer fail just because
youmissed an OTP message.

For many users, that removes one of the
biggest irritations in digital payments.

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR USERS
A lot of recurring payments fail

AND INSURANCE

RBI has also allowed a higher limit of Rs 1

premium or clearing a large monthly card
bill may now face fewer hurdles.

lakh for certain categories such as YOUWILLSTILLGETALERTS

for insurance premiums, mutual

avoidable reasons.Sometimes the OTP

fund Therule does not remove warnings.
Banks must continue sending pre-debit

arrives late. Sometimes the phone has no
signal. Sometimes users miss the message
entirely. In other cases, people are asleep
or travelling when the payment request
comes through.That can lead to
interrupted subscriptions, missed SIP
dates, insurance payment delays or credit
card penalties. THE FIRST PAYMENT

alerts before money is deducted. That
means users should still receive advance
notice showing the amount, merchant
name and payment timing.You should
also receive confirmation after the
payment is completed.

So while payments may become smoother,

they should not become invisible.

STILLNEEDSAPPROVAL

This is important. No company can simply

GOOD TIME TO CHECK AUTO-PAY
MANDATES

start taking money from your account
automatically. When you first set up auto-
pay, you still need to approve it using OTP
or another authentication method. Only
after that first approval can future
recurring payments happen automatically
within the permitted limits.So customers

subscriptions and credit card bill
payments.This could help users who make
large recurring payments and often face
payment delays due to repeated
authentication requests.For example,

This is a good time to check all active auto-

pay mandates linked to your bank
account, card or UPI apps.Many people
continue paying for subscriptions they
forgot about, duplicate services, unused
memberships or old cards still linked to
recurring charges.The easier auto-pay

still remain in control.

BIG RELIEF FOR CREDIT CARD BILLS

Infosys declined 2.8%, Tata Consultancy Services
slipped 1.9%, while Tech Mahindra dropped 4.2%.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Summer is starting to take full effect, and

as temperatures rise, many are reaching
for that familiar, chilled silver can of
Diet Coke to beat the heat.

may not be as easy to find. Across
cities, shelves are running dry just
when demand is at its peak, leaving
consumers wondering why their usual
refreshment is suddenly missing. What
looks like a simple stock-out, however,
is tied to a much larger global
disruption, one that begins with
aluminium and stretches all the way to a
conflict in the Middle
East. SHORTAGE THAT STARTS
WITH THE CAN

what it comes in.A shortage of
aluminium beverage cans is hitting
supplies of Diet Coke and other canned
drinks across cities. Unlike other colas
that are widely available in plastic
bottles or glass, Diet Coke is largely
dependent on cans.That makes it more
exposed when aluminium supply

THE GLOBAL

tightens. At the same time, demand for
sugar-free and low-sugar drinks has
surged sharply. Sales in this segment
have doubled over the past year,

creating a mismatch where demand is
rising just as supply is getting
constrained.

ALUMINIUM
SHOCK

Behind this shortage is a sharp and

sustained spike in aluminium prices.

Globally, aluminium has surged to four-

year highs on the London Metal
Exchange, touching $3,672 per tonne
earlier this month. In India, prices have

RBI updates e-mandate

transactions o

New Delhi.(Agency)

and clarified rules around recurring
payments, introducing a clearer
framework for auto-debits under its e-
mandate system.The move aims to
make digital payments smoother while
ensuring stronger customer protection
across platforms such as UPI, cards and
prepaid instruments.Under the new
guidelines, recurring payments of up to
Rs 15,000 will not require a one-time
password (OTP). However,
transactions above this threshold will
need additional authentication,
marking a key shift in how automatic
payments are processed. WHAT HAS
CHANGEDThe biggest takeaway
from the new framework is the Rs
15,000 limit.

OTPPayments above Rs 15,000 will

ver Rs 15,000.

require additional factor authentication

The Reserve Bank of India has tightened There is, however, a key exception.

Payments such as insurance premiums,
mutual fund subscriptions and credit
card bills between Rs 15,000 and Rs 1

r”

lakh can still go through without OTP
under specific conditions.The new
rules apply across:

UPI auto-payDebit and credit cards

Prepaid payment instruments

processed automatically without MANDATORY ALERTS BEFORE

ANDAFTER PAYMENT

climbed to around Rs 375 per kg.

What makes this surge significant is not
just the price, but the scale of disruption
behind it. The global aluminium market
is currently witnessing a “black swan”
event, a rare and unpredictable shock,
reported news agency Reuters.

Nick Snowdon, head of metals and
mining research at commodity trader
Mercuria, told Reuters, “The scale of
the supply shock we're seeing in the
aluminium market is probably the
largest single supply shock a base
metals market has suffered in the post-
2000 era.”“We are already in a ‘black
swan’ event. No one could have
foreseen something on this scale,” he
told Reuters.

WHY THE MIDDLE EAST WAR IS
TO BLAME

The trigger for this disruption lies in the
ongoing conflictinvolving Iran.

The Middle East accounts for about 7
million metric tonnes of aluminium
smelting capacity — roughly 9% of
global supply.

rules for
Check details

To strengthen customer control, RBI has
made alerts compulsory.
Customers must receive a pre-debit
notification at least 24 hours before the
transaction, clearly mentioning:
Merchant name, amount, and date of
debitUsers will also have the option to
cancel or opt out before the money is
deducted.In addition, post-debit
alerts are also mandatory, ensuring
customers are informed after every
transaction along with details on
grievance redressa. NO CHARGES
FOR E-MANDATE
The central bank has also clarified that
no charges can be levied on customers
for setting up or using e-mandates.For
card users, existing mandates can be
mapped to reissued cards, ensuring
continuity. Banks and payment service
providers have been tasked with
ensuring merchants comply with these
rules.

someone paying a high insurance

becomes, the more important it is to track
where your money is going.

Sensex tumbles 800 points: 4
things investors must know

New Delhi.(Agency)
Benchmark stock market indices tumbled on
Wednesday, with the Sensex falling more than
600 points in early trade as investors booked
profits after a sharp recent rally and weak IT
stocks dragged sentiment lower.

At around 9:50 am, the BSE Sensex was down
628.98 points, or 0.79%, at 78,644.35, while the
NSE Nifty50 slipped 162.80 points, or 0.66%, to
24,413.80.Here are four key things investors
should know about today’s market fall.IT
STOCKS ARE DRAGGING THE MARKET

One of the biggest reasons behind today’s decline
was weakness in IT shares after HCLTech’s
cautious commentary disappointed investors.

HCLTech fell sharply after flagging slower
discretionary spending and delayed client
decisions. The weak outlook also pulled down
Infosys, TCS and Tech Mahindra.

Dr. VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Investments Limited, said, “IT, following
the weak commentary from HCLTech yesterday
is again likely to go into correction mode.”

PROFIT-BOOKING AFTER STRONG RALLY

Markets have rallied sharply this month, and
analysts say some cooling off after the surge is
natural. Vijayakumar noted, “This month, so far,
Nifty is up by 10%. The broader market has
outperformed with near 15% returns in BSE
500.”He added that markets have continued to
surprise investors, saying, “The uncanny ability
of the market to surprise is evident from
this.”GLOBAL UNCERTAINTY HAS NOT
GONEAWAY

Investors are also cautious due to geopolitical risks
and unpredictable global
developments.Vijayakumar said, “The
declaration of indefinite ceasefire by President
Trump and Iran’s indifferent and suspect
response to it means the uncertainty will
continue. Anything can happen any time.”

That lingering uncertainty is making traders more
cautious after the recentrally.

OTHER SECTORS ARE STILLHOLDING UP

Despite the fall in headline indices, several pockets
of the market remain resilient. Vijayakumar said,
“Good results from financials are lending support
to the segment. Capital market-related stocks are
doing well in response to good results. Power
related stocks are doing well.”He also flagged
autos as a space to watch, saying, “Watch out for
the results of autos and auto ancillaries, which are
likely to be good.”The next triggers for markets
will be earnings from autos, banks and more IT
companies, along with global cues.For now,
today’s decline appears to be driven by sector-
specific weakness and profit-booking rather than
abroad panic sell-off.

NSE nears IPO after Sebi panel clears
Rs 1,800 crore settlement

The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) expert
panel has approved NSE's
proposal to settle long-
pending cases by paying
around Rs 1,800 crore.

New Delhi,.(Agency)

After nearly a decade of delays, India’s
largest stock exchange may finally be
inching towards its long-awaited public
listing. The National Stock Exchange’s
(NSE) IPO, first proposed in 2016, is back
in focus after a key regulatory hurdle
appears to have been cleared.

The Securities and Exchange Board of India

(Sebi) expert panel has approved NSE’s
proposal to settle long-pending cases by
paying around Rs 1,800 crore, reported
The Economic Times.The move is seen as
a significant step towards resolving issues
that have held up the IPO for years.The
approval comes from a four-member

The proposed settlement is being seen as a
turning point.As per the report, NSE has
offered to pay about Rs 1,800 crore to
settle the cases — one of the largest such
payments in India’s regulatory history.
The settlement mechanism allows
entities to resolve disputes by paying a
penalty without admitting or denying
wrongdoing. WHAT THIS MEANS FOR
THEIPO

The development is being viewed as a
major positive for NSE’s listing
ambitions.

With regulatory uncertainty easing, the
path for the IPO could become smoother.
The exchange has made multiple
attempts over the years to get approval,

expert committee on settlement orders,
chaired by former Calcutta High Court
Chief Justice Jai Narayan Patel. The
panel has cleared NSE’s applications
related to the colocation and dark fibre
cases, which have been among the
biggestregulatory concerns.

WHY NSE’SIPO WAS STUCK
The NSE IPO has been one of India’s most

closely watched yet repeatedly delayed
public offerings.Since filing its draft
papers in 2016, the exchange has faced
multiple roadblocks, including:

Allegations in the colocation case

The recommendations will now be placed Governance lapses
before Sebi’s whole-time members for Concerns around technology infrastructure

final approval. If cleared, it could pave
the way for NSE to revive its IPO plans.

These issues led Sebi to withhold approval,

keeping the IPO in limbo for years.

including filing fresh settlement
applications in 2024 and 2025.Earlier,
NSE had also paid Rs 643 crore to settle a
related case, signalling its intent to resolve
legacy issues and move forwar.The final
decision now rests with Sebi’s whole-time
members. If they approve the settlement,
it could clear one of the last major hurdles
for the IPO.For investors and the broader
market, this could mark the revival of one
ofIndia’s most anticipated listings.
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18 inspectors posted to strengthen
infrastructure oversight in MCD schools

School inspectors,

New Delhi.(Agency)
The Municipal Corporation of Delhi has

appointed zone-

wise, are tasked

posted 18 School Inspectors (LACs) across
several zones, signalling a recalibration of
monitoring within its education department.
School inspectors, appointed zone-wise, are
tasked with monitoring schools in terms of

with monitoring

performance, activities, quality of education,
and infrastructure. Each inspector typically

schools in terms of

oversees 30-35 schools in a zone and plays a
critical role in ensuring attendance and

performance,

activities, quality of

compliance with academic and
administrative standards.

Of the 81 sanc tioned the inspectors posts, 18
have now been filled through this order, with

education, and

infrastructure.

more postings expected in the coming days
to strengthen ground-level monitoring and
checks.According fo an office order issued
by the MCD’s Central Establishment
Department on April 20, officials have been
posted in zones including West,

Keshavpuram, Shahdara (North and South),
Rohini, Civil Lines, Karol Bagh, Narela, and
Central. The order directs all officers to
report to their respective Zonal Deputy

Directors of Education with immediate
effect.

“Efforts were made to fill vacancies by issuing

orders for 63 positions, but many declined,

resulting in a low uptake, with only I8
officials agreeing to take up the role.” an
official said. “In order to address this, the
department also maintains a reserve list and
is continuing to persuade more candidates,”
the official added, noting that despite
reluctance, more inspectors to be posted
soon.“The inspectors act as a key link
between school principals and higher
authorities and are responsible for inspecting
schools, identifying operational and
academic issues, and monitoring teaching
and implementation on the ground, “the
official further said.
Shortage hits inspection

“Ideally, each inspector is expected to oversee

around 30-35 schools, but due to the
shortage, this ratio has been difficult to
maintain. The postings are part of an effort to
strengthen zonal infrastructure,” official
said.

men arrested

New Delhi
Delhi Police have arrested

distribution of spuriou
counterfeit coffee products
These fake products were

ready for distribution),
around 500 kg
of coffee
powder and
two drums of
acids, two hot ¥
guns and other
tools, and
packaging
materials such
as foil paper
rolls, stickers,

Alwal said.
Uttam and Papai revealed

Fake antacid powder and coffee
products syndicate busted, four

.(Agency)

involved in illegal manufacturing,

wholesale and retail channels across the country.

The accused have been identified as Uttam Das (23),
Papai Das Baragya alias Pankaj (19), Nitin Bhardwaj
(38), and Sanjay Bansal (50), all residents of Delhi.

Police have recovered three single-track filling
machines with compressors, around one lakh antacid
sachets, approximately 50,000 coffee sachets (both

boxes, cartons, and gunny bags.

Acting on a tip-off, police conducted raids in Madhu
Vihar, where two illegal manufacturing units were
found operational. The units were active under the
supervision of Uttam, with assistance from labourer
Papai, Deputy Commissioner of Police (crime) Rahul

operational for the past two months in two rented 2-

four men busting a racket
stocking, and
s antacid powder and
in the Madhu Vihararea.

being supplied through

frustration, and.

education.

raw materials, including

within

Many parents believe

planned.

Federation.

that the units had been

grappling with uncertainty,
in some cases,
difficult personal decisions
regarding their children’s

In conversations across parent

groups—both online and
school
communities—the dominant
concern is not the idea of §
multilingual learning, but the
manner of its implementation. ==

policy feels rushed and poorly

In conversations across parent

groups—both online and
within school
communities—the dominant
concern is not the idea of
multilingual learning, but the

manner of its implementation.

CBSE three-language policy sparks

Pink Saheli Smart Card catering
to more than 5 lakh users:
Government data

anxiety, confusion among parents

New Delhi.(Agency)

As the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) pushes forward
with its revised three-language
policy, parents across India are

Arecurring worry is what parents call
the “English dilemma.” While the
policy encourages two Indian
languages, parents argue that
English remains essential for higher

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta said the

achievement reflects not only the
success of the scheme but also the

growing confidence and
participation of women in the

education and careers. “In reality,
English becomes compulsory
anyway,” another parent noted. “So
where is the choice?

Families with transferable jobs,

the

“We are not against languages,”

said a parent from Delhi and a
member of the Educators
He questioned, “But

assessment?”

how do you introduce a new subject
when there are no textbooks, no
trained teachers, and no clarity on

particularly those in central
government services, are
among the most distressed.
Frequent relocations across
states mean children may
have to restart learning a new
regional language every few
years. “My child has already
studied three different
languages in five years,” said
a government employee.
“Now we're being told to add
another. It’s not learning, it’s
disruption,” she added.

Delhi HC pulls up authorities over
‘security’ of judicial officers

capital’s public transport system.

New Delhi.(Agency)

BHK flats under the direction of Bhardwaj. Bhardwaj
was nabbed from Dehradun in Uttarakhand. He
disclosed his association with Bansal, who was also
apprehended near Kashmere Gate, while attempting to
leave the city, the DCP said.

India signs Rs 975 crore deal
to boost minefield breaching
capability

New Delhi.(Agency)

India has taken a significant step to strengthen its
battlefield mobility, with the Ministry of Defence
signing contracts worth Rs 975crore for the
procurement of TRAWL assemblies for T-72 and T-
90tanks.

The agreements were inked on April 21, 2026, in New
Delhi in the presence of Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh, with Bharat Earth Movers Limited and
Electro Pneumatics and Hydraulics (India) Private
Limited tasked with supplying the equipment.

The TRAWL system, developed by the Defence Research
and Development Organisation, is designed to enhance

the Indian Army’s ability to breach minefields. It
enables the creation of safe lanes for armoured vehicles,
particularly in areas with anti-tank mines equipped with

proximity magnetic fuses, thereby improving
operational effectiveness in combat scenarios.

Officials said the procurement falls under the “Buy
(Indian—Indigenously Designed, Developed and
Manufactured)” category, underscoring the
government’s push for self-reliance in defence
manufacturing under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat
initiative.

Beyond military capability, the project is also expected to
provide a boost to domestic industry, with potential for
significant direct and indirect employment generation,
particularly through the MSME sector involved in
component manufacturing.

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi High Court on Tuesday pulled up Delhi Police
and government authorities over the lack of proper
security for judicial officers, saying their approach was
“affecting judicial independence”. The judge noted that
the district court judges deal with heavy case-loads and are
“exposed torisks”.

Justice Manoj Jain, while hearing ||
aplea seeking Personal Security
Officers (PSOs) and proper
safety arrangements for district
court judges., said that
authorities cannot wait for an
untoward incident before
acting.“You are affecting
judicial independence,” the
judge said and asked the
authorities why protection was
not provided “despite clear risks”, adding that the demand
for round-the-clock security appeared justified and
deserved proper consideration.The court also expressed
unhappiness with the response of the authorities
concerned for their lack of seriousness, terming it

“insensitive” after noting that the earlier meeting on the
issue failed to address key concerns and did not include
some important officials.

During the hearing on Tuesday, the court also declined to

take the minutes of the earlier meeting on record and

directed that a fresh meeting be convened within seven
days.

“Return with concrete and workable
suggestions,” the judge asked the
authorities concerned. The matter is
now listed for hearing on May 12.

The judge made the observation after
senior advocate Kirti Uppal, appearing
for the Judicial Service Association,
informed the court that several states
have already provided security to
judicial officers, but similar steps have

not been effectively taken in Delhi. The bench also noted

that restricting security to a limited number of officers or
specific categories was not justified. It had earlier directed
senior the Union Home Ministry, Delhi government, and

Delhi Police to examine the issue of security for district

court judges.

More than 5 lakh women have availed the Delhi

government’s ‘Pink Saheli Smart Card’
scheme so far, according to the latest data.

All 5.3 lakh cards are currently in active use.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta said the
achievement reflects not only the success of
the scheme but also the growing confidence
and participation of women in the capital’s
public transport system.

She said that when public transport is safe and

accessible, it naturally opens up greater
opportunities in education, employment and
overall progress. “This initiative is helping
women become more independent, which is
central to the vision of a developed Delhi,” she
added.

The card operates on a ‘tap-and-go’ system

using the National Common Mobility Card
(NCMC) framework. eliminating the need for
paper tickets. Women can simply tap the card
on electronic ticketing machines (ETMs) and
board buses with ease.

It enables free travel for women and transgender

persons on buses, while also allowing paid use
across the Metro and other modes of public
transport, making it a truly integrated mobility
solution. The scheme is available to all women
and transgender residents of Delhi aged five
and above.

The card can be recharged online, and users can

track their travel history, ensuring
transparency and efficiency. The digital
system has also improved transport data
management, enabling authorities to further
enhance service delivery.

Operation Sindoor one year on
reshapes India's mI|I|'CII'\/ doctrine

One vear after Operation
Sindoor, India has

strengthened its defence
doctrine, accelerated
indigenous procurement,
expanded drone capabilities
and enhanced tri-service
coordination, marking a
decisive shift towards

technological self-reliance
and a faster, more

integrated military response
to emerging securi
threats.

One year after Operation Sindoor, India’s

The government’s updated doctrine makes

New Delhi.(Agency)

armed forces have undergone a
significant transformation marked by a
new military doctrine, rapid
technological upgrades and expanded |
defence capabilities. The operation,
launched in response to the Pahalgam
terror attack in April 2025, has emerged
as a defining moment in shaping India’s
security strategy.

it clear that dialogue and terrorism
cannot coexist, signalling a firm commitment
to decisive retaliation against any act of terror.
Over the past year, this approach has
translated into aggressive procurement,
enhanced operational readiness and a strong
push toward self-reliance in defence
technology.

The Ministry of Defence has accelerated

acquisitions across critical areas such as drone

warfare, layered air defence systems and

electronic warfare. Hundreds of drones,
including kamikaze and FPV variants, have
been inducted into the Indian Army,
significantly boosting battlefield capabilities.
Structural reforms within the Army have also
been introduced under the leadership of Chief
of Army Staff General Upendra Dwivedi.
New tactical formations such as Rudra
Brigades, Divyastra Batteries, Bhairav

Prime Minister

Battalions and specialised drone units
known as Ashni Platoons have been
established to act as force multipliers,
particularly along the northern borders.
Infrastructure and connectivity in these
regions have also seen notable
improvements.

Operation Sindoor also underscored the
importance of joint military operations.
Enhanced coordination between the Army,
Navy and Air Force has since been
reinforced through multiple tri-service
exercises, including Exercise Trishul,

validating India’s integrated warfare

approach.

Narendra Modi further

announced Mission Sudarshan Chakra, an

ambitious initiative aimed at strengthening
offensive capabilities and countering enemy
threats with speed and precision. The mission
envisions a comprehensive national security
shield covering public spaces by 2035.
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"China's Client": Former US

NSA Questions Pak's Role In
Iran Talks

VIENNA. (Agency)

Former US National Security Advisor (NSA) H.R.
McMaster has cast doubt on Pakistan's role in Iran-
related diplomacy, describing it as a “client” of China
and warning of “ulterior motives” in its mediation
efforts.“I think what you have to do is consider
Pakistan as certainly a client of the Chinese
Communist Party,” McMaster told IANS in an
exclusive interview when asked about the role of
Pakistan in mediating between the US and Iran.The
second round of talks between Iran and the US in
Islamabad was called off by President Donald Trump
on Tuesday afternoon (local time).McMaster, in
response to a question, argued that Beijing has a
vested interest in preserving the current Iranian
regime. “The Chinese Communist Party... is
desperate to keep the Islamic Republic... in power in
Iran,” said McMaster, who served as the national
security advisor to President Trump in his first
term.Given that context, McMaster suggested
Pakistan's offer to broker talks may not be neutral.
“There is probably an ulterior motive here in offering
their good offices to broker these talks,” he said.

Drawing on his experience, McMaster delivered a
blunt assessment of Pakistan's security establishment.

“My experience with the Pakistani army has been one
of great disappointment,” he said.He accused
Pakistan of pursuing a dual-track approach in
security cooperation. “Pakistan often offers to be
your friend and to assist... in counter-terrorism
efforts... while at the same time. .. they're supporting
your enemies,” he said.Referring to long-standing
concerns raised by India, he added that such
behaviour is not new. “They've been using terrorist
organisations as an arm of their foreign policy since
the late 1940s,” he said.

US Sanctions Target lranian
Weapons, UAV Procurement
Networks

TEHRAN.(Agency)

The United States has imposed sanctions on 14
individuals, entities, and aircraft linked to Iran,
targeting networks involved in procuring and
transporting weapons and components for the Iranian
regime, as per the release by the US Department of
the Treasury.The action was announced by the US
Department of the Treasury Office of Foreign Assets
Control, which said those designated are based in
Iran, Turkey, and the United Arab Emirates. The
sanctions aim to disrupt supply chains supporting
Iran's military capabilities.According to the
Treasury, the move comes as the United States
continues efforts to deplete Iran's ballistic missile
stockpiles, while Tehran is attempting to rebuild its
production capacity. Officials said Iran has
increasingly relied on Shahed-series one-way attack
drones to target US interests and allies, including
critical energy infrastructure in the region.

“The Iranian regime must be held accountable for its
extortion of global energy markets and
indiscriminate targeting of civilians with missiles
and drones," said Secretary of the Treasury Scott
Bessent."Under President Trump's leadership, as part
of Economic Fury, Treasury will continue to follow
the money and target the Iranian regime's
recklessness and those who enable it," he said.The
action builds on the implementation of National
Security Presidential Memorandum 2, under which
Washington has directed agencies to restrict Iran's
ballistic missile programme, counter its development
of both asymmetric and conventional weapons, and
prevent it from acquiring a nuclear weapon.

2 CIA Officers Killed In
Mexico Vehicle Crash After
Anti-Drug Op: Report

Washington.(Agency)

Two US officials killed in a vehicle crash as they
returned from destroying a clandestine drug lab in a
rugged region of Mexico over the weekend were
working for the CIA, according to a US oicial and two
other people familiar with matter.Two Mexican
investigators also were killed in the crash, which
Mexican authorities said occurred while the officials
were returning from an operation to destroy drug labs
of criminal groups.

The CIA's involvement was confirmed on Tuesday by a
US official and two people with knowledge of the
crash who spoke on the condition of anonymity to
discuss sensitive intelligence matters. The identity of
the two Americans as CIA officers was earlier
reported by The Washington Post.Confirmation of the
CIA's involvement comes after days of contradictions
from Mexican and US authorities about the role US
officials played in an operation to bust a narco-
laboratory in northern Chihuahua.The lack of clarity
by authorities reignited a debate over the extent of US
involvement in Mexican security operations at a
moment when Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum has come under extreme pressure by
President Donald Trump's administration to crack
down on cartels.The US Embassy has declined to
identify who the officials were or which entity of the
US government they worked for but said the officials
were "supporting Chihuahua state authorities' efforts
to combat cartel operations."On Tuesday, it did not
comment on reports that the officials were with the
CIA. The CIA also declined to comment on the
identities of the Americans killed in the crash.

Local Mexican officials originally claimed that they
were working together with US officials, then walked
those comments back.Sheinbaum said she knew
nothing of a joint operation between Chihuahua's
government and the US, despite reports that the
Mexican army was also involved in the raid on the lab.

On Tuesday, the president maintained in her morning
press briefing that she didn't know if the officials were
part of the CIA, but she admitted that state officials
and the US "were working together."
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Hezbollah says attacked north Israel in
response to Israeli fruce violations

Hezhollah said in a statement
that its fighters launched rockets
and attack drones at a site in
northern Israel that it said was
the source of artillery shelling
towards a south Lebanon town.

-

BEIRUT. (Agency)

Hezbollah said it launched an attack on
northern Israel on Tuesday in retaliation for
what it said were Israeli violations of a 10-
day ceasefire, the first such claim since the

into Israeli territory.Lebanon's official
National News Agency (NNA) reported
Israeli artillery shelling in several
locations in the country's south on
Tuesday.

It also said the Israeli army was continuing
to blow up homes and infrastructure in
several villages near the border, after
reporting similar destruction in previous
days.On Monday, the NNA said an Israeli
drone strike hit a town in the country's
south, with the health ministry saying six
people were wounded.

. Israel conducted huge strikes across
Lebanon and invaded the south after
Hezbollah entered the Middle East war in
support of its backer Iran on March 2.

Despite the truce which began on Friday,
Israeli soldiers are still active in south

truce began.Hezbollah said in a statement
that its fighters launched rockets and attack
drones at a site in northern Israel that it said
was the source of artillery shelling towards
a south Lebanon town.It said the move
came "in defence of Lebanon and its people,
and in response to the blatant" Israeli

S

ceasefire violations including "attacks on
civilians and the destruction of their homes
and villages".The Israeli military said
Tuesday that Hezbollah "launched several
rockets" towards soldiers stationed in south

Lebanon and that the military struck the
launcher in response.It also said sirens had
sounded in two northern Israeli
communities after a drone fired from
Lebanon was intercepted before crossing

Lebanon, with Israeli Defence Minister
Israel Katz saying on Sunday that troops
would use "full force" if threatened.
Under the truce terms, Israel reserves the
right to act against "planned, imminent or
ongoing attacks".

'Every mum hopes to take her kids home': Giving
birth in Lebanon’s cramped shelters amid war

]
According to the UNFPA, an
estimated 620,000 women and
girls are displaced, including
some 13,500 pregnant women,
of whom 1,500 are expected to
give hirth within the next 30
days.

e
BEIRUT.(Agency)

Mariam Zein cradled her 11-week-old

son on a mattress on the floor where
she and her family have sheltered near
Beirut since the Israel-Hezbollah war
upended her young family's life."I was
really excited when I was in my ninth
month of pregnancy... I never thought
he'd be born and there'd be war," said
Zein, 26, clutching baby Hussein. "I
haven't been able to enjoy my son --
my first child... to see him getting
bigger in his own bed, in his own
home.""I was very sad, and I'm still
sad," she told AFP, nappies and baby

formula wedged near a photocopier,
clothes hanging on an improised line
in a training institute.Zein fled with

her husband, their baby and other
relatives when war erupted between
Isracl and Hezbollah on March 2,
drawing Lebanon into the Middle East
conflict. She does not know if her
home in south Lebanon is still
standing.Lebanese authorities say
more than 2,450 people have been
killed in the war and more than one
million displaced. A 10-day ceasefire
came into effect Friday.Some 140,000
people had been squeezed into

overcrowded shelters like the centre in
Beirut's suburbs housing Zein's family
and around 500 other people, among
them five pregnant women and others
with young babies.Zein said she
stopped breastfeeding because there
was no privacy, and now struggles to
buy baby formula, while Hussein is
outgrowing his clothes. "Whatever
happens I just want my son near me,"
she said.According to the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), an
estimated 620,000 women and girls are
displaced, including some 13,500
pregnant women, of whom "1,500 are
expected to give birth within the next
30 days". The agency and other
organisations have sought to support
women as the authorities struggled to
cope.In a small tent containing a
portable ultrasound, obstetrician and
gynaecologist Theresia Nassar has
checked on women including Zein as
part of a mobile health clinic run by
charity Caritas Lebanon with support
from UNFPA.

Pak PM thanks Trump as he cites Islamabad's request for
Iran ceasefire extension; Vance visit called off

JERUSALEM.(Agency)

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Wednesday thanked US President
Donald Trump for extending the
ceasefire with Iran, after
Washington said the move was
made at Pakistan’s request amid
stalled diplomatic efforts.

Sharif, in a post on X, said: “On my
personal behalf and on behalf of
Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, |
sincerely thank President Trump for
graciously accepting our request to
extend the ceasefire to allow
ongoing diplomatic efforts to take
their course.”He added that Pakistan
would continue its efforts for a
negotiated settlement of the conflict
and expressed hope that both sides
would respect the truce and move
towards a ‘“comprehensive ‘Peace
Deal’” during a proposed second
round of talks in Islamabad.US
President Donald Trump had earlier

confirmed that the extension of the The White House, earlier had said in a

ceasefire was made following a
request from Pakistan’s leadership. He

—
——

said he had agreed to prolong the truce
while awaiting a “unified proposal”
from Tehran, and until discussions
were concluded one way or the other.”

Trump also said the US military would
maintain a blockade of Iranian ports
and remain on standby during the
extended ceasefire period.

statement following Trump’s
announcement to extend the truce that
Vice President JD Vance and the
US negotiating delegation would
not be travelling to Pakistan on
Tuesday for the next round of
talks. The White House did not
provide details on whether in-
person negotiations would be
rescheduled.The ceasefire
extension comes as diplomatic
efforts to restart US-Iran talks
remain uncertain. The two-week
truce was set to expire on
Wednesday, with both sides
previously indicating they were
prepared to resume hostilities if no
agreement was reached.Iran has not
yet confirmed participation in the
proposed negotiations in Pakistan. A
Foreign Ministry spokesperson said
Tehran would only join talks if it
believed they would produce results.

US court rules Texas public
schools can display Ten
Commandments in classrooms

DALLAS.(Agency)

Texas can require the Ten Commandments to be
displayed in public schools, a US appeals court ruled
Tuesday in a victory for conservatives who have long
sought to incorporate more religion into classrooms.
The 9-8 decision by the 5th US Circuit Court of
Appeals delivered a boost to backers of similar laws in
Arkansas and Louisiana.Opponents have argued that
hanging the Ten Commandments in classrooms
proselytizes to students and amounts to religious
indoctrination by the governmentIn a lengthy
majority opinion, the conservative-leaning appeals
court in New Orleans rejected those arguments in
Texas, saying the requirement does not step on the
rights of parents or students. "No child is made to
recite the Commandments, believe them, or affirm
their divine origin," the ruling says.

The American Civil Liberties Union and other groups
that challenged the Texas law on behalf of parents said
in a statement that they anticipate appealing the ruling
to the US Supreme Court."The First Amendment
safeguards the separation of church and state, and the
freedom of families to choose how, when and if to
provide their children with religious instruction. This
decision tramples those rights," they said in the
statement.The mandate is one of several fronts in
Texas that opponents have fought over religion in
classrooms. In 2024, the state approved optional
Bible-infused curriculum for elementary schools, and
a proposal set for a vote in June would add Bible
stories to required reading lists in Texas classrooms.

The decision over the Ten Commandments law reverses
a lower federal court ruling that had blocked about a
dozen Texas school districts — including some of the
state's largest — from putting up the posters.The
Texas law signed by Republican Gov. Greg Abbott
took effect in September, marking the largest attempt
in the nation to hang the Ten Commandments in
public schools. From the start, the law was met almost
immediately by a mix of embrace and hesitation in
Texas classrooms that educate the state's 5.5 million
public school students.The mandate animated school
board meetings, spun up guidance about what to say
when students ask questions, and led to boxes of
donated posters being dropped on the doorsteps of
campuses statewide. Although the law only requires
schools to hang the posters if donated, one suburban
Dallas school district spent nearly $1,800 to print
roughly 5,000 posters.Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton, a Republican, called the ruling "a major
victory for Texas and our moral values."The Ten
Commandments have had a profound impact on our
nation, and it's important that students learn from
them every single day," he said.

US puts negotiations with Iran on
hold as ceasefire deadline nears

ISLAMABAD.(Agency)
Last-minute ceasefire talks between the
United States and Iran looked uncertain
Tuesday as a two-week truce was set to
expire and both countries warned that,
without a deal, they were prepared to
resume fighting.U.S. Vice President JD
Vance, expected to lead U.S. negotiators if
talks continue, called off a trip to Pakistan,
a U.S. official said. And Iran said it hadn't
decided whether to participate.Pakistani
leaders, including Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, worked intensively late Tuesday to
get both sides to agree to a second round of
ceasefire talks, according to two officials
who spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized to speak
to the media. The ceasefire was set to expire
Wednesday.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmail
Baghaei told Iran’s state TV there has been
“no final decision” on whether to attend
because of “unacceptable actions" by the
U.S., apparently referencing its recent
blockade in the Strait of Hormuz.As Vance
put on hold traveling for more ceasefire

talks, President Donald Trump’s special
envoy Steve Witkoff and son-in-law Jared
Kushner were expected in Washington on
Tuesday afternoon for consultations about
how to proceed, said an official, who spoke

on condition of anonymity to discuss |

internal administration deliberations,
The official cautioned that Trump could
change his mind on negotiating with Iran at

any minute, and declined to predict what |}

would happen if the current ceasefire
expires without another meeting in
Islamabad but noted that Trump retains
options short of restarting airstrikes.
Trump says he doesn't favor extending
ceasefireBoth sides remain dug in
rhetorically. Trump has warned that “lots
of bombs” will “start going off” if there’s
no agreement before the ceasefire
deadline, and Iran’s chief negotiator said
that Tehran has “new cards on the
battlefield” that haven't yet been revealed.
An aerospace commander in Iran's Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps threatened to
destroy the region's oil industry if war with
the United States resumes. Gen. Majid

Mousavi told an Iranian news site that “if
southern neighbors allow the enemy to use
their facilities to attack Iran, they should
say goodbye to oil production in the

}.
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Middle East region.”The ceasefire, which
began April 8, could be extended if talks
resume, though Trump said in an interview
Tuesday with CNBC: “Well, I don't want to
do that.”"We don’t have that much tie,”
Trump said, adding that Iran “had a choice”
and “they have to negotiate.”

White House officials have said that Vance

would lead the American delegation, but

Iran hasn't said who it might send. Iranian

state television on Tuesday broadcast a

message saying that “no delegation from
Iran has visited Islamabad ... so far.”US
says its forces board sanctioned oil
tanker

On Tuesday, the U.S. said its forces
boarded an oil tanker previously
sanctioned for smuggling Iranian crude
oil in Asia. The Pentagon said in a social
media post that U.S. forces boarded the
M/T Tifani “without incident.”

The U.S. military did not say where the
vessel had been boarded, though ship-
tracking data showed the Tifani in the
Indian Ocean between Sri Lanka and
Indonesia on Tuesday. The Pentagon

statement added that “international waters
are not a refuge for sanctioned vessels.”The
U.S. military on Sunday seized an Iranian
container ship, the first interception under a
blockade of Iranian ports. Iran’s joint
military command called the armed
boarding an act of piracy and a violation of
the ceasefire.
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Next demi-god of cricket?
Srikkanth urges BCCI to act fast
on Vaibhav Sooryavanshi

Mumbai. (Agency)
Former India captain and legendary opener
Kiris Srikkanth has thrown his weight behind

15-year-old sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi, calling him the potential "next
demi-god of cricket." Drawing bold parallels
to Sachin Tendulkar’s 1989 debut, Srikkanth
has issued a passionate plea to Chief Selector
Ajit Agarkar to fast-track the teenager into
the senior national setup immediately.

The endorsement comes as Sooryavanshi
continues to dismantle professional bowling
attacks in the ongoing IPL 2026 season,
sparking a nationwide debate on whether age
should be a barrier to international honors.

Fast-Track Him Into National Side

Speaking on The Week’s podcast, Srikkanth
did not mince words regarding the
youngster's readiness. He insisted that
Sooryavanshi should not only be in the next
series squad but should have been part of the
T20 World Cup plans.I’m telling you today,
fast-track him. Next series, he should be
playing," Srikkanth urged. "He should be in
the T20 World Cup team, in the 15. Let him
understand and get the feel of what
international cricket 1is."Srikkanth, who
captained Tendulkar during his debut tour of
Pakistan, sees a similar spark in the way
Sooryavanshi handles world-class pace.
"Imagine. First ball, Jasprit Bumrah, six. Josh
Hazlewood, he hammers him. He’s not
bothered at all. Similarly, this boy could be
the next demi-god of cricket."Record-
breaking Statistical Run Continues

The hype surrounding the 15-year-old is
backed by staggering numbers. Sooryavanshi
is currently a frontrunner for the Orange Cap,
having amassed 246 runs in just six games
this season. His performance is characterized
by an extraordinary average of 41.00 and a
strike rate of 236.53, a figure that has left
even seasoned veterans in awe.This isn't a
flash-in-the-pan performance. Sooryavanshi
already has a maiden IPL century to his name
from his debut season and was the architect of
India’s U19 World Cup glory, where he
smashed a mammoth 175 in the final against
England. With reports suggesting the BCCI is
considering him for the upcoming tour of
Ireland, Sooryavanshi stands on the cusp of
becoming the youngest player ever to
represent the Indian senior team.

LSG vs RR: Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi in town as
Lucknow hope to escape

their backyard trap

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

The local autowallahs already think they’ve
seen the script. “Chaar over se zyada
Vaibhav khel gaya toh match wahi jeetake
dega,” says one driver, an avid enthusiast,
eyes lighting up at the mention of the 15-
year-old wunderkind. The buzz around
Vaibhav Suryavanshi is inescapable, but on
Wednesday, his presence at the Ekana
Stadium carries a more haunting weight for
the hosts.Rajasthan Royals arrive in
Lucknow seeking to snap a two-match skid
after their initial four-game burst. They face
a Lucknow Super Giants side currently
rooted to ninth place, having lost three on
the bounce and looking thoroughly
demoralised.The IPL 2026 match will get
underway on Wednesday at Bharat Ratna
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Stadium at

7:30 pm IST. Star Sports will telecast the
match in India. Livestreaming will be on
JioHostar.

In the heart of the city lies the Bara Imambara,
famous for its Bhool Bhulaiya—a labyrinth
where guides warn that “four paths are
ghosts (bhooth) and only one is the truth.” In
2026, the Ekana has become LSG’s own
private maze. Six successive defeats at
home—including two to start this
season—have turned the stadium into a
venue that is 'home' only on paper.They
return to the Ekana on Wednesday,
desperate to stop the rot and find their way
out of the dark. They’ve experimented with
combinations and toyed with surface prep,
yet they remain lost in their own backyard.

None of their big guns have found a way out.
The bowling attack, formidable on paper,
has begun to wilt—a decline laid bare on
Sunday when the Punjab Kings plundered
254 runs in Mullanpur.Senior campaigner
Aiden Markram, speaking to the press in
Lucknow on Tuesday, acknowledged the
rarity of their predicament.

Premier League winners in 2016, Leicester
City relegated to England's third-division

Leicester City have been relegated to
League One after a draw against
Hull Gity. The 2016 Premier League
champions complete a stunning fall,
dropping to England's third tier after
back-to-back relegations and a
troubled campaign.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Leicester City’s fall is now complete. Just ten

years after scripting one of football’s greatest
underdog stories, the former Premier League
champions have been relegated to England’s
third tier following a 2-2 draw against Hull
City.The result confirmed what had been
looming for weeks. Leicester needed a win to
stay alive, but the draw left them seven
points adrift of safety with only two games
remaining, sealing their drop to League
One.It marked a brutal reality check for a
club that once redefined belief. Leicester

showed flashes of fight in a tense contest,
even managing to respond after falling
behind, but a late equaliser from Hull
ensured there would be no escape.This is
not a sudden collapse, but the end of a
prolonged decline. A six-point
deduction for breaching financial
rules played a decisive role, leaving
them constantly chasing the pack in
the Championship standings.More
worrying is the pattern. This is
Leicester’s second successive
relegation, having dropped from the
Premier League last season. From
champions of England to the third tier
in under a decade, the fall has been both
rapid and stark.The contrast with their
past is impossible to ignore. Under
Claudio Ranieri, Leicester stunned the
world by winning the 2015/16 Premier
Leaguetitle at 5000-1 odds, powered by stars
like Jamie Vardy, Riyad Mahrez and N'Golo
Kante.That fairytale, along with their FA
Cup triumph in 2021, turned Leicester into a
global symbol of belief. Today, however, the
club faces a completely different
challenge—rebuilding from one of the

lowest points in its modern history.Club
chairman Aiyawatt Srivaddhanaprabha
accepted responsibility in a statement to
fans. “There are no excuses. We have
experienced the highest highs and now the

lowest lows, and the pain is shared by all of
us. I am truly sorry for the disappointment
we have caused,” he said.

“Our focus now is on what comes next. We will

take the necessary decisions to move the club
forward, working together to rebuild,
improve, and restore the standards expected
of Leicester City. Our objective is clear — to

World body revokes India Volleyball

FIVB has revoked recognition of Volleyball Federation of India after governance breaches. The move comes days after player protests

exposed deeper issues around facilities, selection politics and athlete welfare in Indian volleyball.

Manchester.(Agency)
World volleyball body FIVB on Tuesday
revoked Volleyball Federation of India's
recognition with immediate effect for
breach of "legal and administrative
requirements", days after two senior
players quit the national camp over
"poor and unscientific facilities" and
"politics" in selection.The FIVB
constituted a steering committee made
up of representatives from the world
body and the Indian Olympic
Association to safeguard the sport in
the country and look after athlete
welfare.In accordance with Articles
1.5.3 and 1.9.1 of the FIVB General
Regulations, the FIVB Board of [
Administration has determined that the |
legal and administrative requirements
established by the FIVB have not been
respected by the interim leadership of the
Volleyball Federation of India (VFI)," the
world body said in a statement."As such,
the VFI’s provisional recognition has been

What makes Sakib Hussain stand out? Aaron
hails SRH pacer after crucial DC spell

BEIJING. (Agency)

Sunrisers Hyderabad’s resurgence with the

ball took centre stage in their clash against
Delhi Capitals, but beyond the result, it was
Varun Aaron’s assessment of Sakib Hussain
that stood out. The SRH bowling coach
pointed to a key trait that has made the
young pacer such a valuable asset in their
recent turnaround.Defending a massive
243, SRH once again relied on discipline
and variation rather than just pace. While
Eshan Malinga grabbed the spotlight with a
four-wicket haul, Hussain quietly delivered
another impactful spell, returning figures of
1/29 in his four overs and ensuring Delhi
never truly got control of the chase.It was a
collective bowling effort on a batting-
friendly surface, with SRH using slower
balls and clever changes of pace to disrupt
rhythm. Hussain’s role in that plan has

revoked with immediate effect, granting

during the transitional period.

temporary administrative competence to a "Their responsibility spans the following
Steering Committee — comprising
representatives from the FIVB and the
Indian Olympic Association — to ensure the
uninterrupted continuation of volleyball

activities in India." The FIVB said the
welfare and support of athletes remains its
top priority, and to this end, the Steering
Committee has been mandated to ensure
continuity, stability and proper governance

become increasingly important, especially
in the middle overs where control often
dictates the game.

Aaron, speaking after the match, highlighted

exactly what makes the youngster stand out

“With Sakib, that slower ball is just brilliant.

court-mandated areas: establishment of the
Athletes' Commission; conduct of State
Association elections, and the alignment of
the VFI Constitution with applicable legal
and governance frameworks.”Further,
the Steering Committee will work to
implement a transparent, merit-based
national team selection, coordinate
upcoming international and national
competitions, and provide technical
and high-performance support
through the FIVB Volleyball
Empowerment programme, including
the deployment of international
coaching expertise.”Under this
Programme, the FIVB will contribute
USD 258,000 in 2026 toward athlete
support and national team development
across both genders and disciplines in India,
reaffirming its commitment to a stronger,
more transparent future for Indian
volleyball.

inmodern T20 cricket.

He’s almost getting as much turn as an off-
spinner on it. Same arm speed, executes his
yorkers, and can bowl 140-plus as well. In
today’s game, you need that variation — to
go from 140-145 down to almost 107,”
Aaron said.SRH’s bowling story, however,
wasn’t always this controlled. Earlier in the
season, they struggled badly, most notably
against Punjab Kings, where they failed to
defend 220. That game forced a rethink,
leading to the axing of experienced names
like Jaydev Unadkat and Harshal Patel, and
opening the door for younger options like
Hussain.

Since that shift, SRH have found rhythm, and

their bowling has started to complement
their already explosive batting, helping
them stitch together a strong run of results.

respond strongly and compete to move this

club forward again,” he added.
WHAT LED TO LEICESTER CITY'SFALL
Leicester’s relegation is the result of multiple

issues that built up over time rather than a
single failure. The most immediate blow
came with a six-point deduction for
breaching financial rules, which left
them battling from behind throughout
the season.But the deeper problems lie in
decisions made over the past few years. A
lack of sustained investment and
planning saw the squad gradually
weaken after their FA Cup success, even
as other teams continued to
evolve.Managerial instability has also
played a key role. Since the departure of
Brendan Rodgers in 2023, the club has
cycled through several managers,
including Dean Smith and Ruud van
Nistelrooy, without establishing a clear
identity.Former defender Robert Huth, who
was part of the title-winning side,
highlighted the importance of leadership at
the club. “He was so influential. He had a
‘get stuff done” attitude,” Huth said, referring
to late owner Vichai Srivaddhanaprabha.

FIFA adds more World Cup
2026 tickets after

Federation recognition after players' protest backlash over pricey new

categories

Bengaluru. (Agency)

FIFA has put additional tickets for the FIFA

World Cup 2026 on sale following growing
backlash over newly introduced premium
pricing categories. The move comes after fans
raised concerns over transparency and
affordability, with many questioning how
tickets were being allocated.The governing
body confirmed that more tickets across all 104
matches will be released, including Categories
1, 2 and 3, along with the newly added “front
category” tier. The decision follows criticism
from supporters who claimed that better seats
were withheld earlier and later reintroduced at
significantly higher prices.Concerns have also
been raised about seat allocations. Several fans
alleged that their previously purchased tickets
were reassigned to less favourable sections,
fuelling accusations of a “bait-and-switch”
approach. FIFA has not publicly addressed
these claims.The issue has been further
compounded by reports of slow ticket sales for
certain matches, including the United States’
opener against Paraguay in Inglewood. Despite
being a marquee fixture, a significant number
of seats remain unsold, highlighting the impact
of rising prices. The World Cup, set to be hosted
across the United States, Canada and Mexico,
is already being projected as the most

A

commercially expansive edition of the
tournament. However, the latest developments
have raised concerns over whether it is
becoming increasingly inaccessible to
fans. WHY FANS SLAMMED WORLD CUP
2026 TICKET PRICES

Fan frustration has largely centred around the

sudden introduction of higher-priced
categories and the lack of communication
around these changes. Many supporters took to
social media to question why premium seats
appeared to be reclassified and sold later at
inflated rates.

SRH vs DC: Delhi Capitals reflect on Nitish
Rana ploy that ultimately backfired

«Delhi Capitals' Venugopal Rao
addresses the controversial

decision to bowl Nitish Rana for his

full quota and the tactical middle-

order collapse that handed SRH a

47-run victory in Hyderabad.

Hyderabad,. (Agency)

The tactical landscape of IPL 2026 was pushed

to its limits on Tuesday night as the Delhi
Capitals’ (DC) coaching staff faced a wave of
criticism following their 47-run defeat to
Sunrisers Hyderabad. At the centre of the
debate was the decision to bowl part-timer
Nitish Rana for his full four-over quota while
elite spinners Axar Patel and Kuldeep Yadav
remained underutilized.Following Abhishek
Sharma’s explosive 135 off 68 balls*, DC’s
Director of Cricket, Venugopal Rao, was left

to explain the rationale behind a move that
many baffled.
The "Match-up" That Backfired
DC entered the contest with a clear plan
use Rana’s off-spin to counter SRH’s
left-handed heavy top order. However,
the theory dissolved in the face of
Abhishek Sharma’s carnage. Rana was
dispatched for half a dozen sixes,
finishing with figures of 0/55.
Surprisingly, frontline weapons Axar and
Kuldeep bowled just two overs apiece,
seemingly held back as the scoreboard
spiraled out of control.Whatever
happens, happens on the field," Rao noted
during the post-match press
conference.At the end of the day, we can
point out things like Nitish Rana bowling
four overs. See, these are instant decisions.
Sometimes they click, sometimes they don’t.
That’s how it is in this format."While Rao
defended the "instant" nature of the decision,
the statistics painted a grim picture. DC

leaked 116 runs during the middle overs (7-
15), a phase where the failure to trust their
premier spinners allowed SRH to mount a

mammoth 242/2.

Cluster Collapses and Strike-Rate Woes
The tactical errors weren't confined to the

bowling. In the chase, DC found themselves
in a strong position at 107/1 before a
trademark "cluster collapse" saw them lose
three wickets for zero runs. Sri Lankan pacer

Eshan Malinga was the chief architect, his
4/32 ripping the heart out of the DC middle
order.Rao pinpointed this lack of stability as
arecurring nightmare for the franchise.
"One major learning is that we are losing
wickets in clusters. Every time we get into
a position, we are losing three wickets
together," he admitted."In this format,
people talk about not losing back-to-back
wickets. But we are losing three in a row,
and that is becoming the turning
point."Further complicating the chase
was a lack of strike for captain KL Rahul
during the Powerplay. Rao observed that
Rahul "hardly faced any balls" for a two-
over stretch, a rhythm-breaker that shifted
momentum irrevocably toward
SRH.While Nitish Rana found redemption
with the bat, scoring a valiant 57 off 30, it was
a "pale comparison" to the relentless assault
led by Sharma, leaving the Capitals to reflect
on a night of tactical gambles that simply
didn't pay off.
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Has Al Been Used In Varun Dhawan's

'Bas Karo Yuar': Akshay Kumar Reacts To

Poor Jokes In Latest Viral Video

kshay Kumar and Wamiqa Gabbi are currently enjoying the success of Bhooth
Bangla. The film is entertaining everyone. Amid this, the actress shared a
lighthearted moment with Akshay Kumar. The actress shared a video in which
she is seen entertaining Akshay by cracking a series of poor jokes. But the actor’s
reaction is going viral. Taking to her Instagram handle, Wamiqa shared a video in
which she is seen saying jokes to Akshay Kumar. He is looking pissed off because of

- her bad jokes. “Premiqga ke PJ pe hasi hui faraar,Akshay sir bole, “Bas karo yaar!

. BHOOTH BANGLA in cinemasnow! Book your tickets now !!

{Pleabe aise aur joke ho toh bhe_lo I am reading all comments"." read the caption. Fans

_also reacted laughing emojis. One of the fans wrote, “Seeing AK Paaji cooked for the

rsttime well done Wamiqa.”

‘About Bhooth Bangla

Bhooth Bangla has opened to aroaring response. It dominated the box office on its very

« first day, collecting ¥21.60 crore in India. Bhooth Bangla has certainly exceeded
expectations with its whopping
box office collection. Backed
by strong buzz and excellent
word of mouth, the film has
amassed ¥21.60 crore at the [
Indian box office. Meanwhile,
Bhooth Bangla also stars Tabu,
Wamiqga Gabbi, Rajpal Yadav, §
Paresh Rawal. and the late actor |
Asrani. A part of Newsl8's §
review read, “In flashes, &%
Bhooth Bangla taps into a
certain nostalgic absurdity, particularly in its more playful, slapstick stretches. It also
has a Bhool Bhulaiyaa hangover. There’s an Aami Je Tomar-esque song capturing
classical love. The interval block of Bhooth Bangla will remind you of a brand of
comedy Bollywood once thrived on, but if you overstay, you’ll realise that much like
yourself, the film s also struggling to not zone off."

The film marks Akshay Kumar’s reunion with director Priyadarshan after 15 years. The
duo has previously worked on several hit comedies, including Hera Pheri, Garam
Masala, Bhool Bhulaiyaa and Bhagam Bhag. Their last collaboration was Khatta
Meetha in 2010.Akshay is also set to work with Priyadarshan again in the upcoming
film Haiwaan, which will also star Saif Ali Khan,

About Wamiqa Gabbi’s work front:

The actress will be next seen in Pati Patni Aur Who. Recently, the makers of the film
have dropped the teaser of the comedy-drama, promising a rollercoaster of laughter,
confusion, and full-blown chaos. The video comes as a wave of nostalgia, revisiting
the classic drama of the ‘pati-patni-aur-woh’ dynamic.The teaser of Pati Patni Aur
Woh Do serves as a nostalgic dive into the universe of “patis", a.k.a. the “pativerse",
leading to the introduction of the latest film with a new twist. Ayushmann Khurrana
leads the madness as the hilariously flustered Prajapati Pandey, whose life quickly
unravels when he finds himself caught between not one, not two, but three women,
played by Sara Ali Khan, Wamiqa Gabbi, and Rakul Preet Singh. As the confusion
snowballs into an all-out comedy of errors, Vijay Raaz enters as a cop, dialling up the
chaos even further.

T S

Aishwarya Rai

Celebrates 19th Anniversary With Abhishek
achchan, Shares Photos From Celebration

ishwarya Rai and Abhishek Bachchan celebrated their 19th wedding anniversary on
Monday, April 20. The two had tied the knot in a dreamy and intimate ceremony at the
Bachchan residence, Prateeksha, in Juhu, Mumbai. Aishwarya Rai has now taken to
Instagram to share glimpses of her celebration, which also included their daughter, Aaradhya.
Jishwarya Rai shared selfies that she took with Abhishek and Aishwarya. The family was seen
holding a beautiful bouquet as they posed together. Aishwarya looked stunning in a white
~ ensemble and her signature red lip. She wore her hair down, framing her face perfectly.
Abhishek Bachchan looked dapper in blue ethnic wear, and Aaradhya smiled radiantly.

ans couldn’t stop gushing over the couple. One person wrote, “Happy Anniversar
Another added, “Happy 19th
Anniversary wedding Our Queen @ " =/
o A comment read, “God bless." Another [
L, mentioned, “Beautiful family ." A fan
! N wrote, “Love is divine and ultimate !
' ® " Another added, “So good to see
you all together and happy ."Recently,
Abhishek Bachchan had opened up
about how he and Aishwarya are a
balanced couple without gender roles.
Abhishek Bachchan told Lily Singh,
“In my home, as parents, both of us try
to be the best example for Aaradhya
instead of telling her what is right and
what is wrong. We believe in showing what to do by being that ourselves. It’s never been like,
‘Okay, I'll teach her self-defence.’ If you’ve seen my wife, she can take care of herself. It’s
never been divided like, ‘I’ll teach her self-defence, you teach her to be empathetic.” No, it’s
not that.”

“It’s simply about leading a good, responsible life with your values and morals. Your child sees
that, emulates it, and in that way, you’ve equipped them. So there’s no competition at home
about who has to be the man or who has to be the woman. When it comes to children, we both

)‘ believe you have to lead by example, not try to teach them what is right and wrong. Because
what’s right for us might not be right for them. Generations change. Our world is very different,
and our children’s world is going to be even more different," he had said.

Tout?

EP IR R A T T

Hai Jawaani Toh Ishq Hona Hai?
David Dhawan Reveals

hen the teaser of Varun Dhawan’s
upcoming movie Hai Jawaani Toh Ishq
Hona Hai was released recently, the use

“Al has not been used in the film atall. ..

of Al toddlers in the clip left many disappointed
and initiated a quiz online. However, amid the
controversy, the film’s director, David Dhawan,
has also opened up about the use of Al in the
teaser. Recently, the filmmaker was speaking to
the news agency ANI when he clarified that Al
has not been used in his film but only in the teaser.
[thas only
been used in the teaser," David Dhawan said.
“We decided to do something different and made
it. It is just a teaser. Once songs are out, you'll
know that the film has nothing to do with AL" he
added.

Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai Postponed
Meanwhile, Varun Dhawan, Mrunal Thakur, and

Pooja Hegde’s Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai has
been postponed.

The film, which was earlier scheduled to release on

In an official statement,

He further added, *

June 5, will now hit theatres on June 12. The
move came after Yash’s Toxic changed its release
date. The action drama has also shifted from
March 19 to June 4.

Ramesh Taurani,
Managing Director of Tips Films, shared, “We
would like to clarify that our film — Hai Jawani
Toh Ishq Hona Hai was originally scheduled for
release on June 5, a date we had announced
several months ago. However, after recent
developments and considering the prevailing
situation, we felt it would be more appropriate to
shiftourrelease.”

We strongly believe that it is
always healthier for the industry when
filmmakers support one another rather than
compete unnecessarily on the same date. In that
spirit of solidarity, we have decided to move the
release of Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona Hai to June
12 and bring our film to audiences a week later."

However, the film will now clash at the box office

with Imtiaz Ali’s Main Vaapas Aaunga, starring
Diljit Dosanjh, Sharvari and Vedang Raina.

It's Official! Sooraj Barjatya And
Ayushmann Khurrana’s Yeh Prem Mol
Liya To Release On THIS Date

,;

—

-

/

T

ch Prem Mol Liya, starring Ayushmann
Khurrana and Sharvari, has been making

headlines, but what fans awaited was an
official announcement—and it looks like the
time has come. Rajshri Productions, in
association with Mahaveer Jain Films, has
finally made the announcement. Sooraj Barjatya
is all set to light up the big screen post Diwali
with Yeh Prem Mol Liya. After winning the
National Award for Best Director for his
critically acclaimed 2022 film Uunchai, Sooraj
Barjatya is back with a quintessential family
entertainer.

With Yeh Prem Mol Liya, Rajshri’s beloved

character Prem makes a return to the big screen
after 12 years. Ayushmann Khurrana steps in to
play the iconic character for the first time. Paired
opposite Ayushmann in the film is Sharvari. The
pair comes together on screen for the first time,
and the movie is all set to hit theatres on
November27,2026.

Also reuniting after 12 years are Sooraj Barjatya

and Himesh Reshammiya. Their last outing
together was Prem Ratan Dhan Payo. The album
gave memorable, viral hits that broke records.
Music is an essential building block of a Sooraj
Barjatya film. With Himesh Reshammiya
composing the music for Yeh Prem Mol Liya,
expectations for a blockbuster album are at an
all-time high.

Earlier, while speaking exclusively to NewsI8

Showsha, Ayushmann Khurrana expressed his
excitement about collaborating with the Maine
Pyar Kiya and Hum Aapke Hain Koun..! director
for the first time. “It was a part of my bucket list
to work with sir," he told us. “He’s a very noble
man. | touch his feet whenever I meet him. He
gives that kind of a vibe, and I want to give that
energy back to him as a student of cinema. The
best part is that he’s a master of cinema, but he
still believes that he’s a student, which is really
beautiful, He’s away from this circus around us,"
he added.
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