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Constitutional clocks
that just start ticking

The failure of the Constitution (131st Amendment)
Bill to garner the requisite two-thirds majority in
the Lok Sabha, and the consequential withdrawal
of the Delimitation Bill and Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Bill, are being celebrated in
some quarters as a victory for fairer federalism. It
is nothing of the sort. On careful constitutional
reading, it is the beginning of a process far more
disruptive than the passage of the Bills would have
been. The public debate has been charged with
rhetoric. What will actually unfold has found little
mention.Some constitutional history is essential.
The current Lok Sabha seat allocation—39 for
Tamil Nadu, 20 for Kerala, 28 for Karnataka, 25
each for Andhra Pradesh and Rajasthan, 80 for
Uttar Pradesh—is derived from the 1971 census.
The Constitution (42nd Amendment) Act, 1976
froze the allocation of Lok Sabha seats on the basis
of 1971 population figures. The Constitution (84th
Amendment) Act, 2001 extended that
freeze—keeping every state’s proportional share
as it was in 1971—until the relevant figures for the
first census taken after the year 2026 are
published. The Kuldip Singh Delimitation
Commission, constituted in 2002, worked entirely
within this mandate. It redrew the internal
boundaries of Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha
constituencies using 2001 census figures, but was
constitutionally prohibited from altering a state’s
seat total.That freeze is now imminently
approaching its constitutionally mandated expiry.
It lifts automatically—without any further
parliamentary action, without any constitutional
amendment—upon the publication of the relevant
figures for the first census taken after 2026. Once
the figures of the ongoing census are
published—realistically, between 2029 and
2031—the freeze expires of its own terms under
Article 82. The Delimitation Commission then
constituted will work on pure population
proportionality under the unamended Article
81(2)(a). Every state’s Lok Sabha allocation will
reflect its share of the national population as
recorded in the post-2026 census.

This is where the arithmetic becomes
uncomfortable. Between 1971 and the present, the
demographic divergence between the north and
the south has been profound. States that invested in
family planning and human development—Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana—controlled their population growth.
States that did not—UP, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan—grew substantially faster. Under strict
population proportionality, the political
consequence is a structural shift in representation
to the north that no political protest can reverse
without a constitutional amendment. To illustrate:
on current population estimates, one Lok Sabha
seat in UP represents approximately 30 lakh
people; in Tamil Nadu, approximately 20 to 21
lakh; in Kerala, approximately 19 lakh. Under
post-2026 proportionality,

that differential disappears and, with it, the south’s
representational advantage.Now consider what
the 131st Amendment Bill, had it passed, would
have delivered. It locked in the 2011 census—not
the post-2026 one—as the operative basis for
delimitation through a specific definitional
mechanism in the Delimitation Bill, 2026. On
2011 figures, Tamil Nadu would have received
approximately 57 Lok Sabha seats, an increase of
18 from its current 39. Kerala would have gone
from 20 to approximately 29 and Karnataka from
28 to approximately 41. Not one southern state
would have lost a single seat. Their proportional
share would have declined negligibly as the
overall House expanded, but their absolute
representation would have grown substantially.
Additionally, a constitutional provision
prescribing minimum and maximum seat ranges
for every state could have given the southern states
a guaranteed floor written into the Constitution
itself, immune to future census arithmetic. That
protection is now not in place.

THE ugly episode in Madhya Pradesh, where BJP

Why J&K wetlands are at a tipping point

Their degradation is fast leading to a crisis of water security, livelihoods and survival

The Shallabugh wetland crisis has taken an unsettling

form. Though water is still visible, life within it is
disappearing. Fish populations have dwindled to
alarming levels, and with them, the birds that once
thrived here. Cormorants and other fish-eating species
are no longer frequent visitors. What remains is a quiet,
stagnant expanse that appears alive but is ecologically
hollow.At a time when heatwaves are growing more
intense, and weather patterns are increasingly
unpredictable, the degradation of wetlands is no longer a
distant environmental concern. It is fast becoming a
crisis of water security, livelihoods and survival. A
recent report by the Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAGQG) casts light on the declining wetlands of Jammu
and Kashmir, presenting not just an audit of governance
but also a troubling portrait of ecological decline. What
emerges is a story of neglect, fragmented policies and
mounting climate stress that together threaten one of the
Himalayan region's most vital natural systems.

The scale of loss is staggering. Ofthe 697 lakes recorded in

1967, nearly three-quarters have either vanished or

shrunk significantly. This is more than a numerical |

decline. It represents the steady erasure of Kashmir's
hydrological identity, where lakes and wetlands have
long shaped culture, ecology and daily life.

These water bodies are not isolated features. Wetlands ¢

such as Shallabugh, Hokersar and Anchar form an

intricate network linked to rivers, floodplains and *

underground aquifers. Their decline signals a deeper

disruption in the natural processes that sustain the |
region. Experts point to pollution, nutrient overload and *

habitat disruption as the likely causes behind the
collapse of aquatic life. When fish vanish, the ripple
effect moves upward through the food chain, leaving
birds without sustenance and breaking ecological links
that once held the system together.Plus, rapid
development has introduced new pressures. The
expansion of roads, tunnels, hotels and resorts across
Jammu and Kashmir is reshaping the landscape at an
unprecedented pace. While tourism is often promoted as
an economic lifeline, its unregulated growth has placed
immense strain on fragile water systems.

Construction disrupts natural drainage channels and

increases sediment flow into wetlands. Waste generated
by tourists often finds its way into lakes and marshes. In
a region where water defines both environment and
economy, such patterns raise serious questions about
sustainability. The transformation of land use has also
sidelined traditional communities. Indigenous
pastoralists, who have historically managed rangelands
through sustainable practices, are facing increasing
restrictions. These rangelands contribute significantly to

the local economy and play a vital ecological role by
regulating water flow, conserving soil and supporting
biodiversity. Yet, many landscapes are being repurposed
for tourism. This shift not only disrupts livelihoods but
also weakens the ecological balance that supports
wetland health. Changes in grazing patterns and land
cover can alter runoff and reduce groundwater recharge,
compounding the stress on already shrinking
wetlands. The report also underscores institutional
failure. Despite national wetland regulations requiring
the establishment of dedicated conservation authorities,
J&K's response has been limited. The absence of a
strong wetlands authority has left conservation efforts
fragmented and ineffective.Multiple government
departments share responsibility for wetlands, but
coordination among them remains weak. Irrigation,
tourism, urban development and environmental

agencies often operate with conflicting priorities. In
some cases, conservation measures are undermined by
parallel approvals for construction in sensitive areas.
The result is a governance vacuum where ecological
concerns are repeatedly pushed aside.

Even within existing conservation structures, priorities

appear uneven. The Lakes Conservation and
Management Authority has focussed on high-profile
water bodies such as the Dal Lake. Lakes like Anchar,
despite their ecological and economic importance, have
suffered severe degradation. This selective attention
overlooks the interconnected nature of the water
systems. The decline of one lake affects others, making
isolated interventions insufficient. A broader, landscape-
level approach is essential to restore balance.Overlaying
these human-driven challenges is the accelerating force
of climate change. Rising temperatures, erratic rainfall
and more frequent heatwaves are amplifying the
vulnerability of wetlands. These ecosystems play a

VIP arrogance: Influence too often trumps law & fairness

crucial role in moderating climate by storing water,
recharging aquifers and acting as buffers against floods.
As wetlands disappear, so does their ability to regulate
temperature and absorb excess water. Urban areas like
Srinagar are experiencing increased heat retention linked
to the loss of natural water bodies and spread of concrete
surfaces.Civil society groups have stepped in to
document and raise awareness. The School for Rural
Development and Environment has surveyed more than
50 wetlands across the region, highlighting patterns of
degradation through fieldwork and community
engagement. Their findings, shared with the auditing
process, have helped bring local realities into the national
spotlight.Voices such as journalist Fayaz Bukhari and
others have drawn attention to the issue, ensuring that the
decline of wetlands is not overlooked in policy
discussions. The audit report reflects this convergence of
institutional review and grassroots
observation, lending weight to its
conclusions.The consequences of
wetland loss extend beyond
environmental concerns.
Groundwater levels are falling as
recharge systems weaken. Flood risks
are rising in the absence of natural
buffers. Biodiversity is declining,
with species losing critical habitats.
Communities dependent on fishing,
farming and tourism are facing
economic uncertainty. The reduction
in carbon storage further contributes
to global warming.
Wetlands, often dismissed as
wastelands, are in fact essential life-
support systems. Their degradation is a direct threat to
human well-being. The report calls for urgent and
coordinated action. Establishing a fully functional
Wetlands Authority, enforcing regulations and adopting
integrated management approaches are critical first
steps.Equally important is the need to regulate tourism,
protect rangelands and support indigenous communities,
whose knowledge and practices have long sustained these
ecosystems.Improved waste management, pollution
control and community-led conservation efforts could
help reverse some of the damage. However, time is
crucial. Delayed action risks pushing these ecosystems
beyond recovery. The wetlands of Jammu and Kashmir
stand at a tipping point. Their decline reflects a broader
crisis where environmental stewardship has struggled to
keep pace with development and climate change. What is
at stake is not only the health of ecosystems but also the
future of communities that depend on them.

The reported taunt — “If your daddy has guts...” — is a chilling reminder of how casually some in public life treat the institutions meant to uphold the law

MLA Pritam Lodhi allegedly threatened police
officers after his son was accused of injuring five
people on the road with his speedily driven SUV,
is more than a local controversy. The reported
taunt — “If your daddy has guts...” — is a
chilling reminder of how casually some in public
life treat the institutions meant to uphold the law.
What should have remained a straightforward
road accident investigation has exposed a deeper
malaise of the belief that political power can
browbeat the police and bend accountability.
Rather than allowing the law to take its course,
the police were publicly challenged, warned and
mocked. Such behaviour sends a dangerous
signal — that rules apply only to the
powerless.Sadly, this is not an isolated incident,
as some similar cases of high-handedness from
last year show. In Rajasthan, an MLA was
reported threatening civic officials with violence from

inside a police station itself. In Bihar, a legislator faced
allegations of abusing and intimidating a panchayat

Strong headwinds test India

«Where traditional politicians trade in credibility (fragile or fluctuating), Trump deals in defiance. He pre-

official over the phone. In Uttar Pradesh, the son
of a political figure was seen arguing with traffic
police after being asked to move a vehicle
blocking the road. Different states, different
parties, same entitlement.

The damage extends beyond bureaucracy. Citizens
watching such scenes conclude that justice is
negotiable, that connections matter more than
conduct and that public institutions can be
bullied into submission. Democracy then
becomes hollow theatre. Political parties cannot
escape blame. Too often, they condemn
arrogance in rivals while protecting it in their
own ranks. Real accountability requires more
than embarrassment after a viral video. It
demands swift legal action, internal discipline,
and visible support for officers performing
lawful duty. The rule of law is tested not when the
weak are prosecuted, but when the powerful are

restrained.

bunks every critique, pre-labels every attack, and also pre-loads every scandal into a persecution playlist

INDIA is in the middle of yet another electoral cycle.
States are going in for Assembly elections and the issues
raised are both state-level and national. Amid the polls,
the Union government hastily tried to push through
contentious Bills on the women’s quota in
Parliament and delimitation of
parliamentary constituencies. Whatever be
the outcome of these efforts, the point I
wish to make is that these are major
distractions from the important national
issues of the day.We are today confronted
with a situation where international crises
are threatening our economy. We are being
warned of gas shortages leading to the
closure (full or partial) of industrial units
ranging from chemicals, fertilisers,
ceramics, glass and textiles to the humble
restaurants. The effect of the spike in oil
prices is already apparent in airfares and
industrial diesel, with the country holding
its breath on what will happen at the fuel
pumps once the elections are
done.Inflation is further creeping into most
household items, with traders increasing
prices as supply-side disruptions work &
their way into the system. Trading houses
with large exposure to the Middle East are
petitioning the government for relief. Our
self-sufficiency in food itself is threatened by the large-
scale disruption to fertiliser production and imports.

The Gulf countries are now an integral part of the global
food economy. Adam Hanieh, Director of the SOAS
(School of Oriental and African Studies) Middle East

Institute, University of London, writes in the Financial
Times: “They now shape the production and circulation
of food directly, supply key chemical inputs, exporting
large volumes of finished fertilisers and controlling the

L4
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logistical corridors through which food and agricultural
commodities move across much of the Middle East,
Central and East Asia, and Africa... Famine and
widening food insecurity are the foreseeable
consequences of military aggression in the Gulf. That
reality ought to weigh heavily on a world that has largely

understood this war through the narrow lens of oil price
instability.”Do remember that all this comes in the wake
of a disruptive US tariff regime from which the industry
is still recovering. The Indian crude basket’s average
price was $125 in March, hitting $150 at
times due to the war in the Middle East. It is
liable to stay elevated even if the ceasefire
holds as Gulf nations have suffered major
damage to their production and distribution
infrastructure.In this scenario, inflation is
almost a given, unless drastic measures are
taken to develop new supply lines and restore
some old ones (the Russian). This calls for a
diplomatic resurgence on a war footing,
failing which the future looks bleak. A surge
in our energy prices invariably produces a
chain reaction in prices of most other
commodities and services as production and
transport get greatly affected. The war-related
disruptions are leading to unit closures,
thereby increasing unemployment. This can
be seen in the recent events in Noida, where
disenchanted employees are protesting and
getting violent. This is a situation which can
be easily used and manipulated by forces
inimical to us as our economy is threatened;
added to this is a diplomatic morass that we
find ourselves in.

The 1999 Kargil war was decisively won by India and the
mountains were cleared of foreign belligerents. India
also had tremendous diplomatic support and a parallel
win in foreign affairs and diplomatic relations, which I
wish to highlight: During the Cologne summit in June

that year, G8 — the group of eight countries —
condemned Pakistan’s violation of the Line of Control
(LoC) and expressed support for India. The European
Union opposed the LoC violation and backed India’s
efforts to maintain territorial integrity. China maintained
aneutral stance and urged both sides to respect the LoC.
Under then President Bill Clinton, the US took a firm
stance against Pakistan and demanded the immediate
and unconditional withdrawal of Pakistan’s troops to its
side of the LoC. Russia, India’s long-standing ally, stood
with it diplomatically and by providing military
hardware. The point is that India received widespread
support and Pakistan was gradually isolated and reduced
almost to a sponsor of terrorism with various sanctions.
Today, it is a different world. When America wants to hold
talks with Iran, it co-opts Pakistan and its Field Marshal.
Iran also agrees and accepts them. They are wined and
dined at the White House and suitably given a place at
the high table. The Saudis have tied up with Pakistan in a
mutual security and defence pact. Pakistan hosted the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in
October 2024 and continues to be a strategic hub for the
Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) through the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).The
Islamabad-Tehran-Istanbul rail link is also being
revitalised; along with the BRI, it will lead to further
integration of Pakistan with China, Turkey and Central
Asian countries (we, on the other hand, have lost the
Chabahar port, our potential link to Iran and Central
Asia). Pakistan has re-established diplomatic relations
with Bangladesh and is moving fast on economic and
strategic fronts with them. The Pakistanis have also been
given a seat on the UNSC as a non-permanent member.
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HCLTech, TCS, Infosys: Why
are IT stocks falling again?

New Delhi,.(Agency)
Major information technology (IT) stocks came
under fresh pressure on Friday, with heavyweight
names such as HCLTech, TCS, Infosys and Tech
Mabhindra trading lower as investors turned cautious
over global growth concerns, weak management
commentary and renewed foreign fund selling.

At around 1:01 pm on the Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE), Infosys was down 6.20% at Rs 1,165.50,
emerging as one of the biggest losers in the
pack. HCLTech fell 5.70% to Rs 1,204.40, while
TCS slipped 4.78% to Rs 2,402.05. Tech Mahindra
was down 4.71% at Rs 1,353.55.The latest decline
reflects a sector that is still struggling to regain
investor confidence.

WHY IT STOCKS ARE UNDER PRESSURE

The biggest concern remains slowing demand in key
overseas markets such as the US and Europe, where
most Indian IT companies earn a large share of their
revenue. When global companies become uncertain
about growth, they often delay technology
spending, reduce discretionary projects or
renegotiate contracts.

That has a direct impact on Indian software exporters.

Recent earnings commentary from several IT majors
has also done little to calm nerves. Management
teams have spoken about cautious client behaviour,
slower decision-making and an uneven recovery in
deal conversion.While large contracts continue to
come in, investors are worried that revenue growth
may stay muted for longer than expected.

Another factor hurting sentiment is foreign investor
activity. IT stocks are among the most widely owned
sectors by overseas funds. When foreign portfolio
investors trim exposure to emerging markets or
move money into safer assets, frontline IT names
often face selling pressure.

Businesses dole out up to
$4 million to cross Panama
Canal during Strait of
Hormuz chokehold

PANAMA CITY.(Agency)

Businesses have doled out up as much as USD 4
million to move boats through the Panama Canal
with the Strait of Hormuz effectively closed,
according to the Panama Canal Authority, in a move
that has created a seismic shift in global trade flows.

While passage through the waterway usually comes at
a flat rate via reservations, companies without
reservations can cross by paying an additional fee in
an auction for slots, which are awarded to the highest
bidder rather than waiting for days off the coast of
Panama City.That price has ballooned in recent
weeks as Iran and the United States have
bottlenecked the key shipping route, the Strait of
Hormuz, and demand for those slots has
skyrocketed. Ships have increasingly travelled
through the Panama Canal as shipments are rerouted
and buyers purchase from other countries to avoid
commerce through the now-treacherous West Asia
waterway."With all the bombings, the missiles, the
drones ... companies are saying it's safer and less
expensive to cross through the Panama Canal," said
Rodrigo Noriega, said lawyer and analyst in Panama
City. "All of this is affecting global supply chains."

Meanwhile, Noriega said Panama's government is
"maximizing what it can earn from the Panama
Canal."The average price to cross through the canal
ranges between USD 300,000 and USD 400,000
depending on the vessel. Previously, to get an earlier
crossing, businesses would pay an additional USD
250,000 to USD 300,000. In recent weeks, the
average additional cost has jumped to around USD
425,000.Ricaurte Vasquez, the canal's
administrator, said another company that he would
not name paid an extra USD 4 million when its fuel
vessel had to change its destination because of
ongoing geopolitical tensions.”’It was a ship carrying
fuel to Europe, and they redirected it to Singapore,
and it needed to get there because Singapore is
running out of fuel," he said.

Rupee slips 24 paise to
94.25 against US dollar in
early trade

New Delhi.(Agency)

The rupee stayed on a downward track for the fifth
straight day, losing 24 paise to 94. 25 against the US
dollar in early trade on Friday, weighed by volatile
crude oil prices and an elevated US dollar, with
prospects of West Asia peace talks turning hazier.

Analysts said that despite a ceasefire in place between
the United States and Iran, ship movement through
the Strait of Hormuz remained uncertain after the
US military on Thursday seized another Iranian oil
tanker, intensifying the standoff and unsettling the
fuel prices worldwide.President Donald Trump has
also ordered the US military to "shoot and kill"
small Iranian boats that deploy mines to choke
traffic through the Strait of Hormuz.Unabated
withdrawal of foreign funds from domestic stock
markets also added to investors' worries, triggering
a massive sell-off in equities and further dragging
down the local currency, forex traders said.At the
interbank foreign exchange market, the rupee
opened at 94.25 and stayed at the same level in early
deals, registering a loss of 24 paise from the
previous closing level.Extended its losing streak
for the fourth consecutive session on Thursday, the
rupee settled 23 paise lower at 94.01.In the past four
sessions, the domestic unit has lost nearly 1.4 per
cent, since the closing level of 92.91 recorded on
April 17.Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's strength against a basket of
six currencies, was 0.12 per cent higher at
98.71.Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, was
trading 0.86 per cent higher at USD 105.97 per
barrel in futures trade.In the domestic equity
markets the 30-share Sensex was trading 547.02
points or 0.70 per cent down at 77,116.98 in early
trade, while the Nifty lost 159.75 points or 0.66 per
centto 24,013.30.

Will petrol, diesel prices rise after
elections? Here's what we know

The government has dismissed
rumours of a petrol and diesel
price hike, but elevated crude
prices and pressure on oil
retailers have kept the debate

firmly alive.

New Delhi,.(Agency)

However, the Ministry of Petroleum and

Fresh reports suggesting a possible petrol
and diesel price hike after the ongoing
elections have triggered concern among
consumers, but the government has said
no such proposal is currently under
consideration.The speculation began after
areport citing Kotak Institutional Equities
said petrol and diesel prices may need to
rise by Rs 25-28 per litre if global crude
oil prices remain elevated and domestic

retail fuel prices continue to stay
unchanged.The estimate was linked to

the citizens and are mischievous and
misleading,” the ministry said.

higher crude costs and the pressure on Following the ministry’s clarification, it

state-run oil marketing companies
(OMCs) that sell fuel in the domestic
market.The report quickly gained
traction because petrol and diesel
prices in India have remained largely
unchanged for an extended period
despite fluctuations in international
crude oil markets.

Natural Gas has rejected claims of any
imminent increase.In an official
clarification, the ministry said there is
no proposal under consideration by
the government to raise petrol or diesel
prices, and described such reports as
misleading.“There are some news reports
suggesting a price hike of petrol and
diesel. It is hereby clarified that there is no
such proposal under consideration by the
Government. Such news items are
designed to create fear and panic amongst

would be fair to say that no immediate
increase in petrol and diesel prices
appears likely after the elections.

While that comes as a relief for consumers,

it also keeps the spotlight on state-run oil
marketing companies, which may have to
continue absorbing pressure if global
crude prices remain above $100 per

barrel. When crude oil prices rise
internationally, but domestic pump prices
stay unchanged, companies such as Indian
Oil Corporation, Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited and Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Limited can see
their marketing margins shrink, since
part of the higher cost cannot be passed
on immediately to consumers.Market
analysts have also said the current
pricing structure can be maintained in
the short term if crude remains within a
manageable range, but sustained high
oil prices would increase pressure on
company earnings and balance sheets.
There are signs consumers are watching
closely. Recent media reports have
indicated that fuel sales rose this month,
suggesting some buyers may be filling
tanks early amid fears of a possible hike.

For now, the government has drawn a line

under hike rumours. Whether that holds
will depend largely on where crude prices
head next.

8th Pay Commission; Key meetings to begin

n

Delhi from April 28, more rounds planned

New Delhi.(Agency)

Dehradun, Uttarakhand, on April 24.

to the Commission WHAT IS THE

The 8th Pay Commission process is RS 72,000 FIGURE IS NOT AN ACTUALDEMAND?

slowly picking up pace, with meetings

OFFICIALDEMAND

setto begin in Delhi. Atthe sametime,a Amid these developments a figure of Rs

widely discussed Rs 72,000 salary
figure is creating confusion among
central government employees.
MEETINGS TO BE HELD FROM
APRIL 28 INDELHI
In a notice dated April 24, 2026, the

Commission said it has received a |

large number of requests from

employee unions and associations for =

meetings scheduled between April 28

and April 30 in Delhi.Due to time

constraints, not all requests can be
accommodated during these dates.
However, the Commission has assured
that more meetings will be held in Delhi
as well as in different states and Union
Territories in the coming months.It also
advised stakeholders outside Delhi-
NCR to wait for future schedules when
the Commission visits their respective
states or nearby regions.

~

72,000 as the expected minimum salary
has been widely circulating online and
in reports.In fact, the Rs 72,000 figure
appears to be based on estimates and
projections rather than any official
submission.It is likely linked to
different salary calculations under
various fitment factor scenarios, which
some analysts and reports have been
discussing as possible outcomes.

Earlier, as per a separate notice, a team of Moreover, available records suggest that

the Commlssmn was scheduled to visit

this is not an official demand submitted

-

The formal proposal comes from the
National Council-Joint Consultative
Machinery (NC-JCM), Staff
Side, which represents central
government employees.

| According to its memorandum, the

body has demanded a minimum

basic pay of Rs 69,000 along

with a fitment factor of 3.83.This

proposal has been reported by

several mainstream publications

as part of the ongoing

consultation process. WHAT
SHOULD EMPLOYEES EXPECT
NOW?

At this stage, the Pay Commission is in
the consultation phase, where it gathers
inputs from employee groups and
stakeholders.Final recommendations
on salaries, allowances and fitment
factors will only come later, after
detailed discussions and review.

For now, employees may need to wait for
official updates rather than rely on
circulating figures.

Microsoft offers buyouts to staff:
What does employee huyout mean?

HONG KONG.(Agency)

Microsoft will offer voluntary buyouts to
some US employees, a first for the 51-
year-old software giant, as the tech
industry grapples with major changes
sparked by the artificial intelligence
boom.About 7% of US employees are
eligible, reported CNBC. The one-time
retirement program, announced in a
memo on Thursday, will be available to
US workers at the senior director level
and below whose years of employment
and age add up to 70 or higher.The
move has brought attention to a term
that many employees hear but may not
fully understand — buyouts The
development raises a broader question:
what exactly is a buyout, and how does
itaffectemployees?

WHATISAN EMPLOYEE BUYOUT

An employee buyout is a voluntary exit
option offered by a company, where
workers are given financial incentives

to leave their jobs.Unlike layoffs, where
employees are asked to leave, a buyout
gives workers a choice. Companies
usually offer:A lump sum payment

Extended benefits

Early retirement options

The idea is simple. Instead of forcing job
cuts, companies try to reduce staff
strength by encouraging employees to
leave on their own terms.WHY
COMPANIES OFFER BUYOUTS

Buyouts are often used when companies

want to cut costs, restructure teams, or
shift focus without resorting to
layoffs. They are common
during:Business slowdownsIndustry
transitions
Organisational restructuring
In Microsoft’s case, the move comes at
a time when the tech industry is going
through a major shift driven by
artificial intelligence.The company is
investing heavily in data centres and
Al infrastructure, while also adjusting
its workforce needs.
HOW MICROSOFT’S BUYOUT
WILLWORK
Microsoft’s programme will be available
to US employees at the senior director
level and below, whose age and years of
service add up to 70 or more.Eligible
employees and managers will receive
details on May 7. However, those in
sales roles with incentive-based pay
will not be part of the programme.

Infosys shares down
5%, hit 52-week low:
Why IT stock tumbled

after Q4 results

New Delhi.(Agency)

Shares of Infosys tumbled sharply on Friday,
hitting a fresh 52-week low as investors reacted
negatively to the company’s subdued growth
outlook and broader weakness across technology
stocks.At around 11:01 am, Infosys shares were
trading at Rs 1,178.20 on the NSE, down 5.03%
or Rs 62.40 for the day. The fall made it one of the
worst performers on benchmark indices as the IT
pack remained under pressure.Infosys has
projected 1.5% to 3.5% constant-currency
revenue growth for FY27, lower than many
analyst expectations, reinforcing concerns that
demand recovery in the IT sector may take longer
than hoped.While the company reported healthy
March-quarter earnings, investors chose to focus
on what lies ahead rather than what has already
been delivered. In markets, forward guidance
often matters more than backward-looking
results.The cautious outlook comes at a time
when global clients, especially in the US and
Europe, remain careful about technology
spending.Companies are still scrutinising
budgets, delaying non-essential projects and
taking longer to finalise contracts. That
environment directly affects Indian IT exporters
like Infosys, which derive a large portion of
revenue from overseas markets.There is also
growing concern about pricing pressure linked to
artificial intelligence-led automation. Analysts
have flagged that while AI opens fresh
opportunities, it may also reduce billing rates for
some traditional services and intensify
competition in parts of the outsourcing
market.Infosys was not alone in the sell-off. The
broader IT pack also came under pressure, with
peers such as Tata Consultancy Services,
HCLTech and Tech Mahindra trading lower as
sentiment toward the sector weakened.Adding to
the pressure was a risk-off mood in the wider
market. Rising crude oil prices, global
geopolitical tensions and foreign investor selling
have made investors more selective, often
prompting them to cut exposure to sectors
dependent on overseas demand.For long-term
investors, the sharp fall raises the question of
whether valuations are becoming attractive. But
for now, the market seems more concerned about
near-term growth visibility than bargain
prices.Friday’s drop shows the Street wants
stronger evidence of recovery before turning
positive on Infosys again. Until demand improves
and guidance turns firmer, the stock may continue
to face bouts of volatility.

Al security risk for banks? Why has
Nirmala Sitharaman raised concerns

At the centre of the issue is
Anthropic's new Al model,
known as Claude Mythos
Preview, capable of
identifying and exploiting
vulnerabilities across major
operating systems and web
browsers when prompted.

New Delhi,.(Agency)
A high-level meeting called by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with top
bank officials on Thursday has brought a
new concern into focus: whether rapidly
advancing artificial intelligence tools
could pose a risk to the country’s banking
system.The discussion centred around the
potential cybersecurity threats linked to
Anthropic’s Claude Mythos model, a
powerful Al system that has recently
come under scrutiny after reports of

unauthorised access.The development
has added urgency to discussions within
the government and financial sector,
especially as banks increasingly rely on
digital systems and Al tools.The
company itself has described the model
as highly advanced, capable of
identifying and exploiting vulnerabilities
across major operating systems and web
browsers when prompted.

The model is not meant for public use. It is
being tested in a controlled environment
under a programme called Project
Glasswing, with access limited to a
handful of companies such as Nvidia,
Google, Amazon Web Services, Apple
and Microsoft. However, according to a
Bloomberg report, a small group of users
managed to gain access to the model
through a third-party vendor
environment on the same day it was
introduced for limited testing.

Anthropic has confirmed that it is
investigating the claim of unauthorised
access."We're investigating a report
claiming unauthorized access to Claude
Mythos Preview through one of our third-

party vendor environments," an
Anthropic spokesperson said. WHY THIS
MATTERS FOR BANKS

This incident has raised a key concern. If a
restricted and highly powerful Al system

can be accessed without permission, it
raises the risk of misuse in sectors that rely
heavily on digital infrastructure,
including banking.

The Claude Mythos model is designed to

detect security flaws. But in the wrong
hands, such capabilities could potentially
be used to exploit weaknesses in financial
systems.This is where the government’s
concern comes in.Sitharaman’s warning
highlights the risk that AI tools could

move from being a defence mechanism to
a possible threat if not properly
controlled.

WHY AMEETING WAS CALLED
The concern over such risks has led to

discussions at the highest levels. The
government is understood to be
assessing how emerging Al tools
could impact financial stability,
cybersecurity, and data
protection.The unauthorised access
incident appears to have acted as a
trigger, showing that even controlled
Al deployments may not be fully
secure.This has pushed regulators to
take a closer look at how banks are
using Al and what safeguards are in
place.The issue is not just about one Al
model. It reflects a broader shift in how
powerful Al systems are becoming.As
banks adopt AI for fraud detection,
customer service, and operations, the
same technology could be used to identify
gaps in systems if misused.

This creates a new kind of risk where the

threat is not just hackers, but advanced
tools that can automate and scale attacks.
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Heatwave May Melt 4% Of GDP, Raise
Medical Bills, Dent Productivity

Exireme heat
has already
accounted for
around $159
billion in lost
productivity,
roughly 5.4 per
cent of India's
income.

New Delhi.(Agency)

As the India Meteorological Department
(IMD) issues widespread heatwave alerts
across Haryana-Chandigarh-Delhi, Punjab,
East Rajasthan, Bihar, Vidarbha
(Maharashtra), Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand,
economists and health experts are warning
that the blistering heat will do more than
sizzle temperatures -- it will squeeze
economic growth, cut productivity and
balloon medical costs. "Heatwaves in India
are no longer just a health problem; they're a
major economic crisis," says Dr Sujit Paul,
Zota Healthcare Ltd. He points to analyses
showing that extreme heat has already
accounted for around $159 billion in lost
productivity, roughly 5.4 per cent of India's
income, with over 160 billion work hours
lost annually because workers are unable to
operate at peak output,

—— [1¢ adds, "By the end of the decade, heatwaves

could hurt India's economy much S __ .

more than anticipated, costing up to
around 2.5-4.5 per cent of the
country's GDP." Some estimates \
even suggest heat stress could cost '
India 8.7 per cent of GDP by mid-
century without policy action.

Heat exposed sectors such as
agriculture, construction and _
informal urban labour face the brunt.
Outdoor workers, in particular, earn
substantially less as they are forced
to stop work during peak heat hours.

The Hidden Cost Of Heat

According to Dr Rashmi Ardey, Director
Programme (Health), Smile Foundation,
heat stress is now "imposing a substantial
socio-economic burden through reduced
labour productivity and income losses." She
notes that a l-degree Celsius rise in
temperature can lower daily wages by

around 16 per cent, and in severe conditions,
earnings can fall by 40 per cent or more.
That's a direct hit to millions of households
that rely on daily wages.

Ardey's observations resonate with global
estimates suggesting heat stress could reduce
total working hours by 2-3 per cent by 2030.
This would be a significant dent in a labour-
intensive economy such as India's, where a

" YT —

large share of workers are employed
outdoors.

Back in 2021-22, India lost an estimated 160-
191 billion labour hours. This was
equivalent to roughly 5.4-6.3 per cent of
GDP -- translating into hundreds of billions
of dollars in lost output. According to
studies, informal workers are up to 17 times
more likely to suffer productivity losses due
to heat exposure.

Medical Bills Add Fuel To The Fire

Heat-related illnesses -- from dehydration
and heat exhaustion to severe heatstroke -

lead to a rise in medical expenditure during

peak summers. Dr Nitin Jagasia, Regional

Director Emergency Services, Western

Region, Apollo Hospitals, underscores the

financial shock: treatment of severe

heatstroke can cost between Rs 1 lakh and Rs

2 lakh per patient, enough to wipe out a

working family's savings.

2.5 yrs, 20 hearings and another

'Enticement, Intimidation By Trinamool': Adhir

extension: Delhi HC plea flags delay
in DCPCR chairperson appointment

New Delhi.(Agency)
Nearly two years, over 20 hearings, and repeated
rebukes from the Delhi High Court later, the city
government continues to delay the appointment of a
chairperson to the Delhi Commission for Protection of
Child Rights—a post lying vacant since July 2023.

Inits latest move, the government has sought yet another
extension, drawing sharp criticism in court.

Following this, a fresh application was moved before
the Delhi High Court on Thursday seeking an urgent
hearing mn a long-pending case concerning the
functioning of the Delhi Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (DCPCR), alleging continued delays by
the Delhi government in appointing its Chairperson
and members.

Filed by an advocate, the application flagged that
despite repeated directions from the court, the process
of filling vacancies in the statutory body remains
incomplete. The matter, pending since 2018, is now
currently listed for July 3, 2026, but the intervenor has
urged the court to take it up earlier. citing its “urgent
and crucial” nature involving children in need of care
and protection.

The petition stemmed from compliance with directions
issued by the Supreme Court of India in the landmark
Sampurna Behura v. Union of India case, which
mandates proper functioning of child protection
mechanisms across states.

In its February 18, 2026 order, the HC had pulled up the
GNCTD for its “lackadaisical approach™ in
operationalising the commission, noting that it had
remained non-functional since July 2023. The court
had expressed concern that such delays undermine key
child welfare legislation, including the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, and
the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights Act.

BJP, Congress file nominations
for MCD mayor, deputy posts

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Bharatiya Janata Party and Indian National
Congress on Thursday filed nominations for the posts
of mayor, deputy mayor and members of the Standing
Committee of the Municipal Corporation of Delhi,
while the Aam Aadmi Party chose not to participate in
the mayoral contest.

The BJP fielded Parvesh Wahi for mayor and Monika
Pant for deputy mayor. Wahi, councillor from Ward
No. 53 (Rohini-East) and former Leader of the House,
filed his nomination on the last day. April 23. Pant,
councillor from Ward No. 206 (Anand Vihar), also
submitted her papers.

From the Congress, councillor Zarif (Ward No. 234)
filed nomination for Mayor, while Rajesh Kumar
Gupta (Ward No. 39) filed for Deputy Mayor. The
AAP, however, did not field candidates for the two top
posts, stating that it wanted to give the BJP “another
opportunity” to govern Delhi and be held fully
accountable.

For vacant Standing Committee seats, the BIP
nominated Jai Bhagwan Yadav (Ward No. 27,
Begampur) and Manish Chaddha (Ward No. 82), while
AAP’s Jalaj Kumar (Ward No. 55) filed nomination for
oneseat.

After filing his nomination, Wahi said clearing garbage
and improving civic infrastructure would be top
priorities.

The elections for Mayor and Deputy Mayor will be held
during the MCD House meeting scheduled on April
29. The electoral college comprises 273 voters, and a
candidate requires 137 votes to win.

AAP’s Ankush Narang reappointed LoPin civic body

The AAP has reappointed Ankush Narang as Leader of

Opposition in the Municipal Corporation of Delhi.
Narang said the role reflects people’s trust and pledged
to raise civic issues with dedication. He claimed the
House functioned smoothly over the past year with
AARP in opposition, unlike earlier disruptions. He said
the party raised concerns over monsoon preparedness,
waterlogging, pollution and vector-borne diseases.
Narang alleged the BJP failed to deliver in the MCD.

Chowdhury On Women's Turnout

New Delhi.(Agency)

"The Trinamool has both enticed

intimidated female voters, warning

91 lakh voters deleted from its electoral

and intimidated female voters,

them that if they did not vote for the

rolls, West Bengal recorded a 91 per
cent turnout in the first phase of

warning them that if they did

party, the 'Lakshmir Bhandar' scheme
would be discontinued." said the 70-

not vote for the party, the

year-old.

'Lakshmir Bhandar' scheme

He, however, added that a high voter
turnout among women is, "in itself, a

would be discontinued,” said

very positive development for our

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury

society".Asked if the 'Lakshmir

Bhandar' scheme -- a financial

Assembly polls today. But more than

the overall turnout, it is the presence
of women that's key to this clection,
veteran Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury indicated today.

Women have always been the core
supporters of Chief Minister l T
Mamata Banerjee. But their i |
overwhelming presence at the )
hustings has been interpreted ‘ ! m ‘.‘
positively this time by both ‘I
Trinamool Congress and the '
BJP.

While Trinamool leaders said they
were there show support for the
party, the BJP declared that it

was their anger that they had

-/ '-

i assistance scheme for the poor --

. has had an impact, he answered
in the affirmative.There is the
"fear that if Mamata Banerjee
does not return to power, the
scheme will be shut down," he
said.

When pointed out that the BJP also
promised a scheme that would
provide more financial
assistance, he said there is a

Delhi murder accused scored
90% in Class 12, pawned
- marksheet for betting

Once a promising student, Rahul Meena's descent into

online gambling and mounting debt culminated in the
brutal murder of the IRS officer in Delhi.

New Delhi.(Agency)

A year ago, when 26 civilians were brutally

killed in Pahalgam's Baisaran Valley, the
Pakistani terrorists who carried out the
massacre emerged from the tree line of the
meadow. Baisaran, located above Pahalgam
town, is surrounded by forested slopes.
Imagine it as a hidden bowl in the mountains,
among the most treacherous in India. This
mountain range, called the Pir Panjal range,
shapes the mountain zone close to Baisaran
Valley. Pir Panjal has a history, quite a long
one, when it comes to terrorism. Back in the
2000s, when it was not fenced, it allowed
cross-border terrorismnd deodar, form a
canopy stretching for kilometres across the
Line of Control (LoC), making it difficult for

come to project through the ballot In an exclusive interview with , Adhir
box following events like the RG Kar
rape case and the Sandeshkhali sex

abuse.

different spin to the matter.

"The Trinamool has both enticed and

Chowdhury gave a completely

fundamental difference between a
party that is currently providing
money and another that is just
promising to do so in future.

Delhi begins online regularisation of
unauthorised colonies from April 24

New Delhi.(Agency)
The process for regularisation of properties in unauthorised

Those lacking these documents will be redirected to the PM-
UDAY portal to obtain them before proceeding further.

colonies in Delhi will begin from April 24, allowing Under the revised framework, the authority to issue

surveillance drones to do their job efficiently.
However, there are also stretches of open,
rocky ground, along with terrain that remains
snow-covered for much of the year.

This is terrain where there is heavy deployment
of the Indian Army, and where special forces
units operate in full force. A serving Lt Colonel
says ambushes are set up in these forests
depending on intelligence that comes from the
ground.

The family said Meena's father had previously
worked in Delhi, including in houses of
Income Tax officers. Through these contacts,
Meena later secured work at the home of the
[RS officer whose daughter was killed. He had

residents to apply online through
the SWAGAM portal of the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), officials said. The move
follows the Centre’s rollout of a
new policy earlier this month to
regularise such colonies on an “as |
is where is” basis,

According to officials, property o
owners in 1,521 identified g
unauthorised colonies can log on
to the SWAGAM portal to apply
for registration. Applicants who
already possess conveyance deeds
(for properties on government
land) or authorisation slips (for

conveyance deeds and
authorisation slips has been
transferred from the DDA to
the Revenue Department of
the Delhi government.
Dedicated cells under
Additional District
Magistrates (ADMs) are
being set up in all 13 districts,
with ADMs acting as nodal
officers.

The initiative is expected to
benefit over 10 lakh
households. Once documents
are issued, the MCD will
grant regularisation

been employed there for about eight months
and was familiar with the house layout.

Police said his gambling continued during his

time in Delhi, with Meena allegedly losing
large sums and borrowing money from
shopkeepers and locals. He is also accused of
cheating the family while running errands,
including taking money for medicines but
failing to pay shopkeepers and instead
purchasing items on credit. After complaints
about his conduct reached the officer’s family,
he was dismissed from the job.Meena returned
to his village around one-and-a-half months
ago, telling his family he was on leave and had
arranged a replacement. Even then, he
continued gambling online. His family

properties on private land), earlier issued by the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA), can directly apply for

regularisation.

certificates via the SWAGAM portal. Officials said the
entire process will be conducted online through an

integrated digital system.

claimed that days before the Delhi incident, he
had won Rs 5 lakh, after which friends
encouraged him to play using their accounts.

IRS officer's daughter's killer showed

psycho

A 23-year-old

New Delhi.(Agency)
Investigators in the Delhi IRS
officer’s daughter murder case

acc“sed m [he lRS have described the accused, 23-
year-old Rahul Meena, as having
Ofﬁcer's dﬂ“ﬂhter psychopathic tendencies and a
history of violent behaviour,
according to sources. They said
murder (ase has Meena was already infamous in
1 his village for his aggression and
bee“ descnhe{l as addicted to Teen Patti card games
: . and also used to bet on other apps
psychopathic, with | 92
2 . Delhi Police have recovered more
a hlstorY 0[ Vlﬂ]ﬁﬂce than Rs 1 lakh in cash and stolen
> jewellery from Meena. The recovery was
Ellld d Qﬂ[ﬂb]lllﬂ made from a hotel room in Dwarka, where he
-0 had been staying after the crime. Police said he
ﬂddlﬁhﬂﬂ paid the hotel rent using money stolen from
. 3 C the victim’s house. During interrogation,
mVEShEatﬂrS Sald Meena admitted to two rape cases so far.
—— E—

Investigators are also identifying people who

had lent him money, as he was addicted to
online betting and frequently borrowed funds
to gamble.

2RAPES WITHIN 12 HOURS

The case involves a chilling sequence of crimes
committed within a span of less than 12 hours.
On Tuesday night around 10:30 pm, Meena
allegedly entered a neighbour’s house in

pathic traits with violent past: Probe

Rajasthan’s Alwar, assaulted her, and
raped her, He allegedly strangled and
threatened her before fleeing around 11
pm, warning her against reporting the
crime. An FIR was later registered based
on the survivor’s complaint.

The next morning, Meena travelled nearly
200 km to Delhi and entered a residential
society in south-east Delhi’s Kailash Hills
at around 6:30 am. He proceeded to the
flat of his former employer, an IRS
officer, where he had worked as a house
help until a few months ago.

Police said Meena used his familiarity with
the house layout, access codes, and spare

key locations to enter the flat. He went to the
rooftop study room, where the 22-year-old
victim, an engineering graduate and UPSC
aspirant, was studying. He allegedly attacked
her with a lamp and a heavy object, causing
severe injuries. When she resisted, he
strangled her until she lost consciousness.
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Iran hits back at Trump's

! ! .
hellhole’ remark on India,

. 1

China; calls them “cradles of
. . . . ’

civilisation

World. (Agency)

Iran has come down heavily on US President Donald
Trump for sharing a video calling India and China
"hellholes" amid the birthright citizenship debate in

In a post on X, Iran's Consulate General in Hyderabad
defended India and China as historic civilisations.

"China and India are the cradles of Civilization. In fact,
the hellhole is where its war-criminal president
threatened to decimate the civilization in Iran," the
post read.Similarly, Iran's Consulate General in
Mumbai shared a video on Maharashtra's cultural and
geographical heritage, and said Trump should visit
the state for a "cultural detox". The post added,
"Kabhi India aa ke dekho, phir bolna".

The reactions came after Trump shared a video
featuring conservative author and radio host Michael
Savage, in which Savage sharply criticizes the
concept of birthright citizenship.In the podcast,
Savage' referred to India, China and some other
countries as "hell-holes" and called for changes in the
US’ birthright citizenship law. He also termed Indian
and Chinese immigrants as "gangsters with laptops"
who have "stepped on our flag.The clip, originally
broadcast on Savage’s Newsmax program The
Savage Nation, was reposted by a Truth Social
account that amplifies the president’s online activity.
In the video, Savage argues that current
interpretations of birthright citizenship laws allow
immigrants to exploit the system by entering the
United States late in pregnancy so their children are
born as citizens.

In the clip, Savage claimed that the practice creates a
loophole in which a child born in the United States
automatically gains citizenship, after which extended
family members can later immigrate. He referred to

India, China and other nations as "hell-holes" from
where people bring their entire family to the US.

Ukraine's Remote-
Controlled Drones Can Hit
Targets At Great Distance,
Says Minister

Kyiv.(Agency)

Ukraine has developed interceptor drones that can be
directed from a distance and are capable of hitting
targets hundreds or thousands of kilometres away,
Defence Minister Mykhailo Fedorov said on
Thursday.Ukraine was virtually without any capacity
to build drones when Russia launched its full-scale
invasion in 2022, but now has a thriving industry.

Emphasis has been placed on interceptor drones as a
more effective - and more economical - means to
defend against drone attacks."We are launching a
new level of 'small' air defence. Now, control of
interceptors is possible at a distance of thousands of
kilometres," Fedorov wrote on the Telegram
messaging app."Today we have a confirmed result --
downing a target at a distance of hundreds and
thousands of kilometres. Ukraine is the first in the
world to systematically scale remote control of
interceptor drones."Fedorov said the system
"increases the efficiency of interception, minimises
risks for operators and allows scaling capabilities
without being tied to the front line".Ukrainian
officials estimated domestic drone production last
year at about 4.5 million and capacity has since
increased.Ukraine still faces large barrages of
Russian drone and missile attacks more than four
years into its war with Russia.In this year's largest
attack last week, in which 17 people died, Ukraine
said its air force units had shot down or neutralised 3 1
missiles and 636 drones, but 12 missiles and 20
drones struck targets.

Ukraine has established joint arms production with
several European countries, and Kyiv has offered
help to Middle East countries countering Iranian
drones, concluding accords with Saudi Arabia, Qatar
and the United Arab Emirates.

Massive Ice Chunk Blocks
Mount Everest Route As
(limbing Season Begins

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

A massive and unstable block of glacier ice has
disrupted the main climbing route to Mount Everest
from Base Camp in Nepal. Serac, a towering 100-
foot-high chunk of ice, is preventing teams from
moving beyond a key section of the route near Camp
1, BBC reported.The obstruction came close on the
heels of a busy spring climbing season getting
underway.Specialist Sherpa teams, commonly
referred to as “icefall doctors,” are responsible for
setting up ropes and ladders along the dangerous
Khumbu Icefall section of the climb. But they have
been unable to find a safe path around serac.

With no viable alternative route, the teams say they
have no option but to wait for the ice to naturally melt
or collapse.This delay has already pushed back
preparations by several weeks. Typically, by this time
in April, route-fixing work would have progressed as
far as Camp 3. But this year, teams remain stuck
nearly 600 metres below Camp 1 due to the
obstruction.The icefall doctors are employed by the
Sagarmatha Pollution Control Committee (SPCC),
which is tasked with preparing and securing the
climbing route up to Camp 2. The team arrived at
Base Camp about three weeks ago but has since been
unable to advance further.SPCC base camp
coordinator Tshering Tenzing Sherpa said that
attempts to deal with the blockage have not been
successful so far. “We haven't found artificial ways to
melt it so far, so we don't have any options other than
to wait for it to melt and crumble itself,” he told the
BBC.Ang Sarki Sherpa, who has years of experience
working as an icefall doctor, said there are signs that
the base of the ice block is getting weaker. He
explained that crevasse beneath the serac is already
melting and that it could collapse soon.Despite
assessing multiple possible paths, teams have
concluded that climbing over or around the ice
structure would be too dangerous.
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Why the European Union's wartime loan is a
vital lifeline for cash-strapped Ukraine

Approval had been held up for
months amid political friction
inside the 27-nation EU,
imcluding resistance from
outgoing Hungarian PM Viktor
Orbéan, widely seen as Russia's
closest ally in the bloc.

KYIV. (Agency)
Cash-strapped Ukraine has secured a crucial
European Union loan that will provide a
vital lifeline to sustain its wartime efforts
this year. The 90 billion-euro ($106 billion)
package was formally approved on
Thursday, days after Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy announced that the
Ukrainian section of the Druzhba pipeline
had been repaired and the flow of oil would

Pakistan military kills 22 militants in
northwest clashes, child dead in

office.Attacks, many claimed by the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)

A ten-year-old child was killed

during the exchange of fire,

which took place in Khyber

district near the horder with

wing statement said.

A ten-year-old child was killed during
the exchange of fire, which took place
in Khyber district near the border with
Afghanistan.Prime Minister Shehbaz

resume to Slovakia and Hungary,
conditions linked to the release of the
funds.

Approval had been held up for months
amid political friction inside the 27-
nation EU, including resistance from
outgoing Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban, widely seen as the
Kremlin's closest ally in the bloc. Orban
was defeated in an election earlier this
month, clearing the way for a
breakthrough in negotiations.

Here's the importance of the EU package:

Why Kyiv needs the loanThe funding
arrives at a critical moment. The
International Monetary Fund estimates that
Ukraine faces a financing gap of roughly
136 billion euros ($158 billion) over the
nexttwo years.

The EU loan is expected to cover about two-
thirds of Ukraine's funding needs in 2026
and 2027. Without it, officials warn that
Kyiv could have run out of resources to
sustain basic state functions and its war
effort as early as this spring. The first

years,

armed group, have escalated in recent

bordering Afghanistan.
Pakistan has accused Afghanistan
of providing a safe haven to

tranche of funding is expected to be
released in the coming months.Ukraine
will have access to 45 billion euros ($53
billion) for the remainder of this year, and
45 billion euros ($53 billion) for all of
2027.Under the agreement, roughly a third
of the funds will go toward budgetary
support for Ukraine's government, while
the remainder will be directed to defense,
covering weapons procurement and
expanding domestic arms production. Why

it took so longEU leaders agreed to
the loan in December 2025, but
implementation stalled for months
amid a dispute over the Ukraine-
linked section of the Druzhba oil
pipeline.In December, the Czech
Republic, Hungary and Slovakia
agreed not to stop their EU partners
from borrowing the money on
international markets as long as the
three countries didn't have to take part.
The pipeline, which carries Russian oil
to Slovakia and Hungary, went offline
in late January after Ukrainian
officials said it was damaged in a
Russian attack. The Hungarian and
Slovakian governments accused Ukraine
of deliberately cutting off supplies, turning
the issue into a broader political standoff
inside the EU.The loan was finally
unblocked after Hungary and Slovakia said
that Ukraine had restored transit this week.
Zelenskyy said that repairs had been
completed, removing the final obstacle to
approval.

especially in the provinces

Over 1.2 million travelled
from region as India
issues fresh [ran

advisory

DALLAS.(Agency)

Atghanistan.

PESHAWAR.(Agency)
Pakistani security personnel shot dead
22 alleged militants in clashes in the
northwest this week, the military said
on Friday, with a child also killed in
the crossfire.On Tuesday "a joint
military operation was conducted by
security forces and law enforcement
agencies" that resulted in "intense
exchange of fire" in which the
militants were killed, a military media

Sharif "expressed sorrow at the
martyrdom of a 10-year-old child in
the unprovoked firing by the terrorists",
according to a statement from his

militants since the Afghan Taliban
returned to governing the country
in 2021, which Kabul has
repeatedly denied.

The assertions have frayed the
relationship between the
neighbours and led to regular
border clashes.

Pakistan's military this year
launched a wave of strikes the

defence minister called "open war" in

Afghanistan following a string of

deadly suicide bombings.

Exchange of gunfire inside Mall of Lovisiana
leaves one person dead, 5 wounded

The shooting began around
1:30 p.m. when the two
groups argued inside the
food court and started
shooting at each other,
Police Chief TJ Morse said.

BATON ROUGE.(Agency)

An exchange of gunfire at a food court
inside a Louisiana mall on Thursday
killed one person and wounded five
others and sent workers and shoppers
scrambling for safety, police and
witnesses said.Authorities described
the shooting inside the Mall of
Louisiana in Baton Rouge as a
confrontation between two groups of
people and not a random attack.
Louisiana Attorney General Liz
Murrill said some innocent bystanders
were struck by gunfire.Police Chief TJ
Morse said five people were in custody
and there was no ongoing threat to the
public.

Three high school seniors from

Ascension Episcopal School were
among the victims of the shooting,
according to a Facebook post from
Lafayette Parish President Monique
Blanco Boulet.We are heartbroken by
the senseless violence that happened
today at the Mall of Louisiana in
Baton Rouge," she said, adding that

’f

she was asking her community to "join
us in holding all of these families close
in prayer."

Rachel Delcambre, a spokesperson for
the school, said in an email that the
school would not be giving additional
information at this time "out of deep
respect for the families and the
sensitivity of this situation."

Authorities initially said as many as 10
people had been injured but later

revised that number. Morse did not

immediately say what set off the

shooting at the mall in the Louisiana
capital. Alex Theriot, a commercial

electrician, was working on a

construction project in the mall a few

hundred feet from the food court when

gunfire erupted and he heard what
sounded like plates of glass
shattering. Thinking a shooter might
be going store to store, he quickly
screwed the door shut of his work
site and hunkered down with two
other workers. They waited and
hoped for the best."Everybody was
running and screaming," Theriot
told The Associated Press. "I
thought it could have been a terrorist
attack."

Desire Batton, who works at a

clothing store, said she and other

workers dashed inside a breakroom to
protect themselves.

"We hid in there until cops came and got
us," Batton said.The shooting began
around 1:30 p.m. when the two groups
argued inside the food court and
started shooting at each other, Morse
said. The chief made public appeals for
witnesses to come forward with any
video of the shooting.

The Indian Embassy in Iran has issued a renewed

advisory urging Indian nationals to avoid travelling to
the country amid ongoing regional tensions and
continued disruptions to international flight
operations.In a post on X, the mission strongly
cautioned citizens against visiting Iran “by any
mode,” citing persistent airspace restrictions and
operational uncertainties affecting flights to and from
the country. The Embassy also advised Indians
currently in Iran to leave at the earliest, but only in
close coordination with officials.

“Indian citizens are strongly advised not to travel to Iran,

whether by air or land. Airspace restrictions and
operational uncertainties due to regional tensions

continue to affect international flight operations,” the
statement said. The Embassy further emphasized that
those already in Iran should exit through designated
land border routes, strictly under its guidance. It
warned against independently approaching border
crossings without prior consultation. Emergency
contact numbers and a consular email have been
provided to assist citizens in coordinating their
departure.This advisory follows an earlier notice
issued on April 8, which similarly urged Indian
nationals to leave Iran “expeditiously” in view of
evolving regional developments. Officials have
reiterated that all exits must be planned and executed
in consultation with the mission to ensure
safety.Meanwhile, speaking at an inter-ministerial
briefing on developments in West Asia, Aseem R
Mahajan, Additional Secretary (Gulf) at the Ministry
of External Affairs, said that flight operations in the
region are gradually stabilising despite ongoing
challenges.He noted that since February 28,
approximately 1.21 million passengers have travelled
from the region to India.

Pope urges US and lran to return to peace
talks, condemns capital punishment

ABOARD THE PAPAL
PLANE.(Agency)

Pope Leo XIV urged the United States and
Iran to return to talks to end the war
Thursday and condemned capital
punishment, in a wide-ranging press
conference en route home from his trip to
Africa.Leo also asserted that countries have
the right to control their borders but mustn't
treat migrants worse than "animals," and
lamented that the church's morality
teaching is often reduced to sexual issues.

On Iran, capital punishment and peace

After a trip that was dominated by the very
public back and forth between Leo and US
President Donald Trump over the war, Leo
urged the United States and Iran to return to
negotiations.He called for a new "culture of
peace" to replace the recourse to violence
whenever conflicts arise.He said the
question wasn't whether the Iran regime
should change or not. "The question should
be about how to promote the values we
believe in without the deaths of so many
innocents."He revealed that he carries with
him the photo of a Muslim Lebanese boy

who had been killed in Israel's recent war
with Hezbollah. The boy had been
photographed holding a sign welcoming
the pope when he visited Lebanon last year.

"As a pastor I cannot be in favor of war," he
told reporters aboard his plane. "I would
like to encourage everyone to find
responses that come from a culture of
peace and not hatred and division."

Asked if he condemned Iran's recent
executions, Leo said he condemned "all
actions that are unjust" and included
capital punishment in the list.

"I condemn the taking of people's lives. I
condemn capital punishment. I believe
human life is to be respected and that all
people from conception to natural (death),
their lives should be respected and
protected."So when a regime, when a
country takes decisions which take away
the lives of other people unjustly, then
obviously that is something that should be
condemned," he said.Pope Francis
changed the church's social teaching to
declare capital punishment immoral in all
cases.

On migration and the rights of states

Leo affirmed the right of countries to impose
immigration controls on their borders and
acknowledged that uncontrolled migration
had created situations "that are sometimes

~

more unjust in the place where they arrive
than from where they left.""I personally
believe that a state has the right to impose
rules for its frontiers," he said. "But saying
this, 1 ask: 'What are we doing in the
wealthier countries to change the situation

in poorer countries' to provide
opportunities so that people aren't
compelled to leave?"Regardless, he said
migrants are human beings and deserve to
be respected in their human dignity and not
be treated "worse than house pets, animals."
On LGBTQ+ blessings and
morality
Leo was asked about the recent
invitation by Cardinal Reinhard
Marx, archbishop of Munich,
for the priests and pastoral
workers in his archdioceses to
adopt a set of guidelines
formalizing and ritualizing
blessings of same-sex couples.
The guidelines were approved
last year by a controversial
German church governing
body made up of the German
bishops' conference and a Catholic lay
group that has been working to have a
greater say in church decision-making.The
Vatican in 2023 allowed for such blessings,
but it made clear that they were not to be
formalized or ritualized.
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A poem for Sanju
Samson; Shashi Tharoor

celebrates CSK star's
century vs Ml in verse

Mumbai. (Agency)

After Chennai Super Kings' clinical victory
over the Mumbai Indians at the Wankhede
Stadium on Thursday, the most resonant
tribute to Sanju Samson's match-winning
century came not from the commentary box,
but from the literary world. Shashi Tharoor,
Member of Parliament and a long-standing
advocate for the Kerala-born wicketkeeper-
batter, took to social media to celebrate the
milestone with a specially composed
poem.The tribute was crafted in a classic lyric
style, utilising AABB rhyming couplets to
mirror the rhythmic, balanced nature of
Samson's batting. The structure-where the
first line rhymes with the second, and the
third with the fourth — provides a melodic
pace that reflects the effortless flight Tharoor
describes in his verses.It was Samson's
second century for CSK in IPL 2026 as the
new wicketkeeper-batter, traded from
Rajasthan Royals, has made an instant impact
for the Super Kings. He became only the
second CSK batter after Shane Watson in
2018 to hit two hundreds in an IPL
season.The poem is certainly an ode to the
technical purity that has defined Samson's
2026 season, particularly his ability to
maintain stylish command without resorting
to slogging.

Sanju Samson's unbeaten 101 off 54 balls was
the cornerstone of Chennai Super Kings'
authoritative performance against the
Mumbai Indians. Entering the fray early,
Samson anchored the innings with a blend of
traditional stroke-play and modern power-
hitting, striking 10 boundaries and six
maximums to propel CSK to a formidable
total.It was Samson's game awareness that
stood out. Taking on the onus of batting
through 20 overs, Samson held one end even
when wickets were falling at the other. In the
death overs, Samson ensured he did not take
risks against Jasprit Bumrah, Mumbai
Indians' lead pacer and went after rookie
Krish Bhagat in the last over, plundering 15
runs and pushing the total beyond
200.Despite the hosts' attempt to bolster their
line-up with a controversial concussion
substitute, they were blindsided by CSK's
tactical masterstroke: the introduction of
Akeal Hosein as an Impact Player.

Concussion Sub for
shoulder injury? M
explain debatable

Mitchell Santner call

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Mumbai Indians' decision to replace Mitchell
Santner with Shardul Thakur under the
concussion substitute rule sparked debate
after their defeat to Chennai Super Kings at
the Wankhede Stadium on Thursday. The
change was approved by match officials
during the second innings after Santner
suffered a fall while fielding late in the CSK
innings. MI vs CSK: HIGHLIGHTS |
SCORECARD

The point of dispute was not only the medical
basis for the substitution, but also whether
Thakur met the requirement of being a like-
for-like replacement for Santner.The
flashpoint occurred in the 17th over when
Santner completed a diving catch to dismiss
Kartik Sharma. While the New Zealand
international was immediately seen
clutching his left shoulder and subsequently
received treatment in the dugout with an ice
pack and a sling, the formal request for a
substitute was made on the grounds of a
suspected concussion.Under IPL playing

conditions, a concussion substitute is
allowed if a player has suffered a head or
neck injury, provided the Match Referee is
satisfied with the medical diagnosis. The
debate arose because the visible injury
appeared to be to Santner's shoulder, while
the substitute request was made on the basis
ofneurological symptoms.

MI COACH DEFENDS CONCUSSION
SUB CALL

Speaking after the match, Mumbai Indians
head coach Mahela Jayawardene explained

BCB revokes Mustafizur Ruhman’s NOC
for PSL 2026 after medical assessment

In an official statement, the BCB
confirmed that Mustafizur will
undergo an immediate scan to
determine the extent of his

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

The Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) has
revoked the No Objection Certificate
(NOC) granted to pacer Mustafizur
Rahman for Pakistan Super League 2026
after a medical assessment following the
third ODI against New Zealand.In an
official statement, the BCB confirmed that
Mustafizur will undergo an immediate scan
to determine the extent of his condition.He
will then begin a rehabilitation programme
under the supervision of the board’s
medical team, ruling him out for the rest of
the ongoing PSL season.

"The Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)

Do o
BANGLALES S5

wishes to inform that, following the
conclusion of the 3rd ODI against New
Zealand, the team's medical staff has
reviewed the condition of national team
pace bowler Mustafizur Rahman," the BCB

said on Thursday in a statement.

"It has been decided that the player will
undergo an immediate scan to further
assess his condition, after which he will
commence a rehabilitation programme

IPL 2026: Called it? Akeal Hosein's Jadeja-
like performance resurfaces old tweet

IPL 2026: Akeal Hosein's four-wicket haul for (SK against MI at the Wankhede brought back an old tweet where he had expressed admiration for Ravindra Jadeja,

drawing striking comparisons. His powerplay impact and all-round consistency once again underlined his abilities as a match-winner.

Mumbai.(Agency)

Back in 2013, when a boy from Trinidad and
Tobago made public his admiration for
India’s legendary all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja, hardly anyone noticed. But when
Akeal Hosein bagged a four-wicket haul
for Chennai Super Kings at the iconic
Wankhede against fellow five-time
champions Mumbai Indians, that 13-
year-old manifestation resurfacedBack
then, Hosein was just a 20-year-old, yet
to make his List A or T20 debut, letting
the world know about his role model via
a tweet. Although Hosein has produced
starring performances against India, his
display against MI on Thursday night is
what truly brought the resemblance out.
The West Indian spinner was bought by
CSK for Rs 2 crore during the 2026 IPL
Auction.A left-arm orthodox spinner
himself, Akeal struck gold in the very first
over, getting the better of rookie batter
Danish Malewar and sending him back for
a golden duck. The impact substitute,
Hosein then dismissed in-form Naman

Mumbai's El Clasico nightmare,
Chennai's delight at Wankhede: In Stats

New Delhi. (Agency)
Chennai Super Kings produced a [
dominant display on April 23 at the
Wankhede Stadium, defeating
Mumbai Indians by 103 runs in IPL
2026 El Clasico. With the win in one
of the tournament’s marquee clashes,
CSK, who had started the season with
three losses on the trot, moved up to
fifth in the table.Asked to bat first,
CSK posted a commanding 207,
powered by a superb unbeaten
century from Sanju Samson. He
anchored the innings from start to finish,
ensuring stability through the middle overs
before accelerating in the death phase to
give CSK a strong finish.In reply, MI never
recovered from early setbacks and were

Dhir, ending with a wicket-maiden over.He
later returned in the middle overs to wrap up
MTI’s chase by removing Tilak Varma and
Suryakumar Yadav. The West Indian
finished with figures of 4-17, a performance

truly replicating the impact Jadeja had
during his time with the yellow jersey.

“I think one thing that sticks with me is what

Dwayne Bravo said. He said as bowlers, and
as spinners and guys who operate in the
powerplay, you're going to get hit. So as
long as you can get that out of your mind and

bowled out for 104 in 19 overs. The turning
point came through CSK’s spin attack, led
by Akeal Hosein, who delivered a four-
wicket haul to dismantle the batting line-up.
Noor Ahmad also played a key supporting
role with two wickets. MI kept losing

just focus on your plans—what are the
batter’s strengths and weaknesses, and what
are your strengths and weaknesses—and as
long as you focus on what you’re going to
execute and forget about being scared of
getting hit, I think you’re fine,”
Hosein said about his game after
the match against MI.And social
media was quick to bring that old
tweet back, with users agreeing
that he had indeed done what
Jadeja used to do.However, this
was not the first time Hosein had
pulled off a moment of brilliance.
In a T20I against England in
January 2022, Hosein hit a hat-
trick of sixes and two fours in the
last over and nearly won West
Indies the match when they needed
30 runs off six balls. West Indies fell one run
short of the target. Then in 2023, against
India in a T20I, he delivered an all-round
performance, picking up two important

wickets while scoring a match-winning 16 |

off 10 balls to take West Indies over the line.

wickets in clusters and failed to build
any significant
partnerships.Suryakumar Yadav and
Tilak Varma showed brief resistance,
but the required rate kept spiralling as
CSK’s bowlers maintained relentless
pressure with disciplined lines, clever
variations, and effective use of slower
deliveries on a gripping Wankhede
surface.After the win, CSK return to
Chepauk, where they will face Gujarat
Titans on April 26. MI, on the other
hand, will look to bounce back when
they take on Sunrisers Hyderabad on April
29 at the Wankhede Stadium.The win was
CSK’s biggest margin of victory by runs in
IPL history. It was also the first time they
had won an IPL match by 100 or more runs.

under the supervision of the BCB
Medical Team."In this regard, the
Board has withdrawn the No Objection
Certificate (NOC) previously issued to
Mustafizur. He will therefore not be
available to participate in the
remainder of PSL2026," it added.
Mustafizur, who was forced to exit the
IPL 2026 season after the BCCI
directed the Kolkata Knight Riders to
release him from their squad, was
playing for Lahore Qalandars and had
taken six wickets in five matches this
PSL season.In a separate decision, the
BCB confirmed that fellow fast bowler
Nahid Rana will not be released for
PSL 2026.The move is aimed at
allowing the young pacer adequate
time to prepare for Bangladesh's
upcoming Test series against Pakistan
next month.The decisions underline
the board's focus on player fitness and
national commitments ahead of a busy
international schedule.Bangladesh won the
third ODI against New Zealand by 55 runs,
clinching the series 2-1 on Thursday.

Patidar has stuck to team's line of
thinking: Mo Bobat on RCB's
aggressive cricket

Bengaluru. (Agency)

Royal Challengers Bengaluru director of cricket
Mo Bobat has underlined the team’s
commitment to maintaining its aggressive
brand of cricket ahead of their clash against
Gujarat Titans in the Indian Premier League,
while also praising skipper Rajat Patidar for
fully embracing the philosophy.RCB have
played with an ultra-aggressive mindset in the
tournament so far, refusing to take their foot off
the pedal even when they have lost wickets in
clusters.“I want us to play aggressive cricket. I
want us to be brave—brave when those
moments really require bravery. When the
game is on the line or things get a little bit
difficult, if we’re aggressive and brave through
every phase, I think we’ll play the way we want
to play,” said Bobat on the eve of the game
against Gujarat Titans, as quoted by PTI.Under
Patidar’s leadership, RCB secured their
maiden IPL title last year and have started
strongly this season as well, winning four of
their six matches to sit third on the table.

“We plan with aggressive tactics as our
preference. But Rajat has to make his own
decisions out there, and he’s very good at that.
One of Rajat’s biggest strengths is that he’s
incredibly calm,” Bobat added.Bobat believes
Patidar has stuck to the team’s line of thinking
while still making bold decisions on the field.
“When it gets a little bit chaotic, he’s quite
good at just remaining calm and sticking to the
things that he thought he wanted to do. With the
bat, that means he’s quite good at leading from
the front. In the field, he’s always trying to take
wickets, which is great. That is part of our
identity and the way we want to play, and he’s a
good fit for that,” he continued..”

RCB vs GT Preview: RCB look to reclaim fortress
Chinnaswamy, prey on wounded Gujarat Titans

«PL 2026: The Gujarat Titans face Royal

Challengers Bengaluru at the M. Chinnaswamy

Stadium in a high-stakes clash between
Shubman Gill's side with struggling middle

order and Rajat Patidar's side with vulnerable

the team's medical position."He hit his head
first and neck. Obviously, the shoulder as
well," Jayawardene said."He went for a
scan. Once he got back, he felt dizziness. So,
he was lying down. Yes, the ice was there for
the shoulder. But, he felt he wasn’t stable.
So, we took him for a scan."The choice of
Thakur as the replacement also came under
scrutiny because Santner is a left-arm
orthodox spinner, while Thakur is a right-
arm medium-pacer.Jayaward

death bowling. With the head-to-head record
at this venue favoring the Titans, both teams
are seeking a crucial batting resurgence in

their final home league game of the season.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

It is the ultimate "King vs. Prince" narrative as

Virat Kohli’s Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) prepare to host Shubman Gill’s
Gujarat Titans (GT) at the M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium. With both teams seeking a vital
win, the "Prince" will be looking to rally his

wounded Titans and breach the
"King’s" fortress in what promises to
be a high-octane encounter.Despite
their recent struggles, the Titans will
look to remain confident. However,
form is not currently on their side. GT
enters this fixture reeling from a
crushing 99-run defeat against the
Mumbeai Indians, a loss that exposed
significant cracks in their lower
middle order.RCB, on the other hand,
find themselves in a slightly better
position on the table, having won four
of their last six matches. Nevertheless, they
also come into this game following a
frustrating home defeat to the Delhi
Capitals. In that match, victory slipped
through their fingers in the final over when
David Miller’s clinical counterattack against
Romario Shepherd halted RCB’s
momentum.However, more than batting, it
might prove to be a battle of bowlers when
the likes of Kagiso Rabada, Mohammed
Siraj, and Prasidh Krishna take on

Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Josh Hazlewood, and
possibly Rasikh Salam Dhar. If there's any
zip or movement in the pitch, it could be a
riveting contest, with elite operators either
hitting top gear or using subtle variation to
outthink some of the game's best batters.
Meanwhile, Krunal Pandya and Rashid Khan
might try to turn and bounce things in their
teams’ favour during the middle over phase.

As this will be the final league game of the

season at the Chinnaswamy, RCB will be

keen to fully to utilise the loyal Bengaluru
faithfuls on a track famously conducive to
high scores.

VULNERABILITIES

The core of GT's batting remains largely
unchanged from 2025, featuring the
formidable top three of Shubman Gill, B.
Sai Sudharsan, and Jos Buttler. While
Glenn Phillips is a new addition, the
departure of Sherfane Rutherford has left a
void.

The issue? While Gill and Buttler have been

scoring, the top order hasn’t been as prolific
as it was last year. With Sai Sudharsan
struggling for rhythm at the top, the middle
order has been forced into the game too early.

“The middle order was undoubtedly exposed,"

noted GT batting coach Matthew Hayden
after the MI defeat. "We shouldn't be
allowing players like Rahul Tewatia or
Shahrukh Khan to face a high volume of
deliveries. That’s not their role; that’s not
what they train for."
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'Shooting Has Just Started': Anurag
Basu Reveals Kartik Aaryan And

Sree
leela's

Fllm Still In Early Phase

nurag Basu has addressed ongoing speculation
surrounding his upcoming project starring Kartik
; Aaryan and Sreeleela, firmly debunking reports
at suggested the film is already in production. The
filmmaker revealed that the shoot is still in its carly
stages and far from completion.
In a conversation with Variety India, Anurag Basu
~opened up about the shoot and revealed that it is still
in the carly stages. He confirmed, “I've not shot
more than 45 dayqforthls film. The shooting has just
started." The film is getting delayed because of
-various reasons too.
Kartik Aaryan And
Sreeleela Shoot
For Anurag
Basu’s Film In
Srinagar
Kartik Aaryan and
Sreeleela are
currently in
Srinagar, Jammu
and Kashmir,
busy shooting for
their upcoming
film directed by
Anurag Basu.
The project has
generated a lot
of buzz ever since it was officially announced in
February last year. It is reportedly titled ‘Tu
Meri Zindagi Hai’, Recently, several pictures
from the Kashmir schedule were recently
leaked online. In once viral picture from the
shoot, Kartik Aaryan, Sreeleela and Anurag
Basu are seen having a conversation between
takes. In another photo, the actress is seen
wearing a blue top with matching ripped jeans
and a red beanie. Kartik is also seen standing
nearby with his hands in his pockets. He is seen
sporting a rugged look with long hair and a full
beard.
J gﬁrst Look Of Kartik Aaryan and Sreeleela’s Film
’ ﬂ he first look video of Anurag Basu’s romantic musical was
; W / shared by Kartik Aaryan in February 2025. It opens with the
crowd cheering, while the actor plays guitar and performs on stage.
He is seen singing ‘Tu Meri Zindagi Hai’, sporting a brooding lover’s
look with a heavy beard and rugged long hair,

Yami Gautam

Learnt Quran For Hag, Reveals Director; Avinash

Tiwary Says Marriage Deadline Is 2026-End

I \ilmmaker Suparn Verma has opened up about the preparation they did for his movie, Haq.

Released in November 2025, the film stars Yami Gautam and Emraan Hashmi in the lead. It
follows the story of Shazia Bano (played by Yami), the wife of a lawyer in 1970s India whose
husband marries another woman. When he refuses to pay her maintenance, she drags him to
court.After O’Romeo, Avinash Tiwary is gearing up for the release of Ginny Wedss Sunny 2 co-
starring Medha Shankr. The film revolves around two individuals — a peppy Delhi girl and a shy
small-town simpleton — and their
families navigating the complexities
. of an arranged marriage. But is
*!‘- Avinash open to an arranged
marriage?

Lokesh Kanagaraj's much-
anticipated collaboration with Allu
Ar}un tentatively titled AA23, is _{
gaining momentum. Offering a
fresh update on the project, the
film’s co-writer Rathna Kumat
shared an update. He revealed
that the groundwork for the '
film is progressing,
with the team

gearing up to begin shooting soon.

Anurag Basu has put all delay rumours to rest, confirming that his upcoming
untitled film starring Kartik Aaryan and Sreeleela is progressing smoothly
and remains on schedule for a theatrical release later this year.

Anne Hathaway is in the spotlight again after a new video from The Devil
Wears Prada 2 promotions surfaced online. The clip is being discussed as
it shows the actor accepting a Quran from a fan shortly after her recent
“Inshallah" remark. This comes days after her use of the phrase during
an interview had already sparked conversation.

J

y

Aryan Khan Fights To Keep Groom’s
Shoes, Nearly Falls In Viral Clip From
BFF's Wedding

ryan Khan was recent]y seen at a friend’s

wedding, where a video of him taking part

in the traditional joota churai ritual has
gone viral. The clip is being widely shared for the
way the playful custom turned into a spirited
moment during the ceremony.The video shows
Aryan holding on to the groom’s shoe and
refusing to give it up, even as guests try to take it
from him.

Whatis joota churai?

Joota churai is a common wedding tradition in
many North Indian ceremonies. During the ritual,
the bride’s side tries to steal the groom’s shoes
while he is busy with wedding rituals. The
groom’s friends and family, on the other hand, try
to protect the shoes. The game usually ends witha
negotiation, where the groom’s side pays money
to get the shoes back. It is meant to be light-
hearted and adds a playful break during the
wedding.

What happened at the wedding

The video was shared by Zesst Events from the
wedding of Rhea Nadkarni and Maahir Mehta.
The planners mentioned that Maahir is Aryan
Khan’s best friend.They wrote, “When the
Groom’s best friend is the BA****S of
Bollywood. Between sneaky steals, dramatic
negotiations, and laughter echoing through every
corner — this wasn’t just joota churai, it was a
total dhamaal."

Text on the video read: “Joota churai turned into a
full-blown mini war!"In the clip, Aryan is seen in
a casual outfit, holding the groom’s shoe as others
try to take it from him. At one point, he almost
loses balance but still doesn’t let go. He pulls
back when people try to grab it and eventually
runs off with the shoe.

Aryan Khan’s recent work

Aryan Khan recently made his debut as a director
with the Netflix series The Ba**ds of Bollywood.
He served as the creator, writer, director, and
showrunner for the project. The series starred a
bouquet of stars including, Bobby Deol,
Lakshya, Raghav Juyal, Mona Singh, and Sahher
Bambba. It also included star cameo appearances
by Shah Rukh Khan, Salman Khan, Aamir Khan,
Ranbir Kapoor, Ranveer Singh, and Diljit
Dosanjh.

'Mat Kar': Twinkle Khanna Jokes About
Akshay Kumar's 'Biggest' Contribution
To Her writing Career

winkle Khanna spoke about her writing
l process and reading habits on the occasion of

World Book Day. The actress-turned-author
reflected on how her ideas take shape and how her
personal experiences influence what she writes.

During the interaction, she also mentioned how her

husband Akshay Kumar reacts to her work. She
recalled, “This morning, I was discussing the
topics I plan to touch upon in my next column, and
he told me, ‘Mat karna...do not get into that
issue’. Mat kar is basically his only and biggest
contribution to my writing career," she said.

Twinkle added that while her work may sometimes

make people uncomfortable, her intention is not to
provoke but to explore ideas. “My job is to make
people reflect on the things that are visible. But
our own conditioning blinds us to those factors. It
might make people uncomfortable and they might
call it offensive... (But) I think about how I will
unravel the layers of conditioning not just around
them but also around me because I also find my
way through life as I write."She also spoke about
her shift from acting to writing, noting that books
have always been a constant in her life. “It is what
[ was able to give that medium, and books have
always been my life and actually so has cinema,”"
she said, adding that her experiences as a young
actor also shaped her perspective.

Talking about her interest in language and literature,

she said, “It comes a little bit from perhaps, my
father (late veteran actor Rajesh Khanna), because
[ have a distinct memory when I was very young
and I said, *Will you pick me up from school? And
he said, “Are you a pickup? I will fetch you from
school.

That kind of just set my parameters of what
language can do. And I grew up grew up in a
family of readers. My sister (Rinkle Khanna)
reads more than I do,"

Khanna also shared that she used to read more in her

younger years. “Just keep doing what you're
doing and finish the book you started when you
were 18. I'm 52, and that one book I haven’t been
able to finish yet," she said, speaking about what
she would tell her younger self.
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