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Why BJP's wins in
Assam, Bengal matter
for all of Northeast

Somnath’s saga of faith and resilience

Special pujas will be organised at Somnath for the next thousand days

AT the start of 2026, I had gone to Somnath for the

The BJP victory in Assam did not come as a
surprise—at least not to anyone in the Northeast.
The party returned with 82 seats in the Assembly
of 126, giving it a majority on its own. Its allies in
the North East Democratic Alliance, Asom Gana
Parishad and Bodoland People’s Front, won 10
seats each.Many factors ensured this. The
foremost is the persona of Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, and his well-calculated
and calibrated populist agenda whipping up and
capitalising on the inherent Assamese
demographic anxiety of being overwhelmed by
Muslim immigrants from Bangladesh. Whether
this proves to be a boon or a bane for the state and
the region in the long run is a matter of
anticipation.Equally important is the fact that
dislodging a party in power, especially if it is also
inpower in New Delhi, has never been easy in the
Northeast. The region today suffers from a
psychology of living on Delhi’s charity, therefore
seeing themselves safer on the right side of the
powers that be at the Centre. The BJP’s victory
was also helped by some high-profile, pre-
election defections—engineered or
otherwise—from its major rival, the Congress.

The Congress was left licking its wounds,
garnering just 19 seats, down 10 seats from its
share in the last election. Even its flag-bearer,
Gaurav Gogoi, lost in his home constituency
Jorhat.While it does seem like a decimation of the
Congress in the state, a little rethink is called for.
The picture is quite different in terms of vote
share. While the BJP won 37.81 percent of the
votes polled, the Congress received 29.84
percent. Though nobody can argue with the
decisive nature of BJP’s win, in terms of the
support base, the margin is not as great as the seat
numbers make it seem.The debate on the pros and
cons of the first-past-the-post electoral system is
for another time. What everyone needs to keep in
sight at this moment is that though victors have
all the right to celebrate their victory, they also
need to display some humility in the knowledge
that citizens on the opposite end of the political
spectrum number almost as many as those who
supported them.The Assam victory is important
for the BJP and its prospect in the Northeast. The
party’s upbeat mood is also bolstered
tremendously by its victory in West Bengal. For
the Northeast, Kolkata offers an important
junction parallel to Guwahati for connectivity to
the rest of the country.So whatever happens in
Bengal has always had very profound impact on
the Northeast as well. This has been so from the
colonial days. Indeed, when the British annexed
Assam in 1826, it was made an extension of
Bengal. Likewise, Curzon’s partition of Bengal
and subsequent reunification had a great bearing
on the politics and psychology of ordinary people
in the Northeast. Not the least, most first-
generation, western-educated pioneers from the
region acquired their degrees from Calcutta and
Dhaka universities, making this connection even
deeper-rooted.How, then, would the BJP victory
in Assam and West Bengal pan out in the rest of
the Northeast is a question all observers of
politics in the region would be asking. The first
thing to remember is that of the region’s seven
states—excluding Sikkim, which is more in West
Bengal’s orbit—the four states of Assam,
Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur are
BJP-ruled today.The remaining three, which are
core Christian states—Meghalaya, Mizoram and
Nagaland—are ruled by regional parties allied
with the BJP. Those alliances are not for any
ideological affinity, but are driven by
transactional considerations of aligning with the
power corridors in Delhi. This profile of the
major political equations in the region is unlikely
to change. What the BJP victory in Assam and
West Bengal has probably done is to ensure this
equation remains secure and intact.

WHEN Anthropic, the San Francisco-based artificial
intelligence (AI) company, announced its new frontier
model on April 7, the news startled governments and
corporations around the world. In pre-release testing,
Claude Mythos had autonomously identified thousands
of previously unknown software flaws — so-called
zero-day vulnerabilities — across every major operating
system and major web browser.More striking still,
Anthropic chose not to release the model publicly.
Mythos was instead made available to roughly 50
partners, including Amazon Web Services, Apple,
Google, Microsoft, JPMorgan Chase and the Linux
Foundation, under an initiative called Project
Glasswing. A week later, OpenAl followed with a
similarly restricted release of GPT-5.4-Cyber, a variant
of its flagship model trained for defensive cybersecurity
work and limited to vetted users.

The decision by two of the world’s leading Al companies
to withhold their most powerful tools from the public
marks an inflection point. For most of the past three
years, Al laboratories have competed to put new models
in the hands of as many users as possible, as fast as
possible. Now, the same firms are acknowledging that
some capabilities are too dangerous to release without
controls.Itis not hard to see why. Large language models
have advanced remarkably over the past 18 months.
They can draft polished prose, complete in hours
research that once took consultants weeks, identify
candidates for drug discovery, write code and build
production-grade websites and applications. They can
operate autonomously for extended periods. On many
benchmarks, they now approach the performance of
trained professionals.The benefits are real. Al has the
potential to lift productivity in agriculture, broaden the
reach of public health and education, and transform
whole sectors. But the technology is dual-use by design.

Somnath Swabhiman Parv, marking 1,000 years since
the first attack on the Somnath Temple. Now, I will be
back in Somnath on May 11 to mark 75 years since the
inauguration of the restored temple by the then President
of India, Rajendra Prasad. In less than half a year, it is a
privilege to be attending two important milestones
relating to Somnath and its journey from ruin to renewal
or what we describe as from vidhvans to srijan.Somnath
gives us a civilisational message. The vast sea before it
evokes timelessness. The waves tell us that no matter
how fierce the storms or turbulent the tides are, one can
always rise again with dignity and strength. The waves
return to the shore, as though reminding every
generation that the spirit of the people can never be
subdued for long.Our ancient scriptures say:
Prabhasam cha parikramya prithvi-krama-
sambhavama. It means, a pradakshina
(circumambulation) of the divine Prabhasa
(Somnath) is equal to a pradakshina of the whole
earth itself! While people have come here to pray,
they have also experienced the remarkable
continuity of a civilisation whose flame could
never be extinguished. Empires rose and fell, tides
changed, history moved through conquest and
upheaval, yet Somnath continued to endure in our
consciousness.It is time to remember the countless
greats who stood firm in the face of tyranny. There
were Lakulisha and Soma Sarman, who
transformed Prabhasa into a great centre of
philosophy. Chakravarti Maharaja Dharasena IV of
Vallabhi built the Second Temple there centuries
ago. Bhima Deva, Jayapala and Anandapala will

when the spirit of freedom swept across India and the
foundations of a new republic were being laid under the
leadership of towering figures like Sardar Patel, one
thing continued to trouble him deeply — the condition of
Somnath. On November 13, 1947, during Diwali time,
he stood next to the dilapidated ruins of the temple with
seawater in his hands and said, "On this auspicious day of
the (Gujarati) New Year, we have decided that Somnath
should be reconstructed. You, people of Saurashtra,
should do your best. This is a holy task in which all
should participate." On one clarion call of Sardar Patel, it
was not only the people of Gujarat but also the people of
the whole of India who responded enthusiastically.

always be remembered for defending civilisational Unfortunately, fate did not allow Sardar Patel to witness

honour against invasions. It is said that Raja Bhoja too
helped with the reconstruction. Karna Deva and
Siddharaja Jayasimha played a vital role in restoring
Gujarat's political and cultural strength. Bhava
Brihaspati, Kumarapala Solanki and the Pashupata
Acharyas rebuilt and sustained the shrine as a great
centre of worship and learning. Vishaladeva Vaghela and
Tripurantaka protected its intellectual and spiritual
traditions. Mahipaladeva and Ra Khangar were
instrumental in reviving worship after destruction.
Punyashlok Ahilyabai Holkar, whose 300th birth

the fulfilment of the dream he had championed. Before
the restored Somnath Temple could open its doors to
devotees, he had departed from this world. Yet, his
impact continued to be felt across the sacred shores of
Prabhas Patan. His vision was championed by KM
Munshi, ably supported by the Jamsaheb of Nawanagar.

In 1951, when the Temple was complete, it was decided to

call President Rajendra Prasad for the ceremony.
Overcoming objections from the then Prime Minister
Pandit Nehru, Prasad graced the ceremony, thus making
iteven more special and historic.

anniversary is being marked, ensured the continuity of My mind also goes back to October 2001, when I had just

devotion in the most difficult of times. There were the
Gaekwads of Baroda who safeguarded the rights of
pilgrims. And, of course, our soil is blessed to have
nurtured brave personalities like Veer Hamirji Gohil and
Veer Vegdaji Bhil, whose sacrifice and courage have
become a part of Somnath's living memory.In the 1940s,

taken over as Chief Minister. On October 31, 2001, the
Jayanti of Sardar Patel, the Gujarat Government had the
honour of organising a programme to mark 50 years
since the Somnath Temple had opened its doors. It also
coincided with the 125th birth anniversary celebrations
of Sardar Patel. The then Prime Minister Atal Bihari

D

Blasts in Punjab: Low-intensity attacks, high-stakes warning

Vajpayee and the then Home Minister LK Advani
attended the programme.
uring his speech on May 11, 1951, Rajendra Prasad said
that the Somnath Temple proclaimed to the world that
anything built on unparalleled faith and love could not be
destroyed. He expressed hope that this temple would live
in the hearts of people. He also said that the restoration of
the temple was a fulfilment of Sardar Patel's dream. And
taking that spirit forward, it was important that we
restored prosperity to the lives of people. These are
important and inspiring messages.This is the path we
have been walking for over a decade. I consider it my
good fortune that, inspired by the principle of 'Vikas Bhi,
Virasat Bhi', from Somnath to Kashi,
Kamakhya to Kedarnath, Ayodhya to
Ujjain, Trimbakeshwar to Srisailam,
our team has had the opportunity to
equip our spiritual centres with the
latest facilities while at the same time,
preserving their traditional character.
This, along with efforts to improve
connectivity, ensures more people can
visit them. It boosts the local economy,
secures livelihoods and deepens the
spirit of 'Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat.'
The struggles and sacrifices of those who
laid down their lives to protect
Somnath and those who rebuilt it time
and again will never be forgotten.
Countless individuals from different
corners of India contributed to
restoring its glory. They saw every part
of Bharat as sacred, bound together by
a sense of oneness that transcended geography. In a world
often marked by divisions, this spirit of unity is more
relevant than ever. Somnath will continue to stand tall in
all its glory because the sense of unity and shared
civilisational consciousness lives on in the hearts of every
Indian.As a tribute to this, remembering the extraordinary
courage of 1,000 years, special pujas will be organised at
Somnath for the next thousand days. It is gladdening to
see several people donating for these pujas.l urge my
fellow Indians to travel to Somnath in this special time.
When you stand on the shores of Somnath, let its ancient
echoes speak to you. You will not only be overwhelmed
by devotion but also feel the strong pulse of a
civilisational spirit that refuses to fade, that is unbroken
and unyielding. You will experience Bharat's
unconquerable spirit and understand why, despite every
effort, our culture remained undefeated. You will have the
opportunity to behold the vision of eternal triumph. It will

surely be unforgettable.

The reflexive blame game may be politically expedient, but it is strategically myopic

¥

PUNJAB’s twin blasts — first outside a BSF facility B FRONTER S

in Jalandhar and then near an Army cantonment in
Amritsar — are too close in time and target to be
dismissed as routine disturbances. Even if low in |
intensity, they carry a high strategic message:
India’s security grid is being tested at sensitive
nodes. The confirmation by Punjab DGP Gaurav
Yadav that an improvised explosive device was
used near a military zone underscores the
seriousness of the threat. These are not random
acts; they suggest reconnaissance, planning and a
deliberate attempt to probe vulnerabilities around :
defence establishments. Whether the hand behind &

them is local, cross-border or an opportunistic mix
of both, the pattern is unmistakable.Equally
troubling is the political reaction. Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann has blamed the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) for destabilisation, while the BJP has
accused the state government of security failures. This
reflexive blame game may be politically expedient, but

.7“';“‘

Mythos moment

it is strategically myopic. Security crises demand
coordination, not confrontation. Punjab’s history

is a wake-up call

Al readiness must become a top-tier priority for governments worldwide

The same capabilities that help defenders find and patch
software flaws can help attackers exploit them.
According to Anthropic’s own published assessment,
engineers with no formal security training were able to
ask Mythos to find remote-code-execution
vulnerabilities overnight, and wake up to a complete
working exploit. The cost of one such chain was under
$2,000.This matters because cybercrime is no longer a
fringe concern. Cybersecurity Ventures, an industry
research firm, estimates that global cybercrime
damages reached $10.5 trillion in 2025 — a figure that,
were cybercrime a country, would make it the world’s
third-largest economy after the United States and
China. More conservative estimates from outlets such
as Cyber Defense Magazine put direct losses in the
$1.2-1.5 trillion range. Either way, Al-driven phishing
campaigns, deepfake fraud and adaptive malware are
already widespread. SoSafe’s 2025 Cybercrime Trends
report found that 87 per cent of global organisations
had experienced an Al-powered cyberattack in the
previous 12 months.The euphoria around “vibe coding’
— the recent explosion in amateur software
development enabled by Al — was always going to be
tempered by concerns over its mirror image: vibe
hacking. If cyberattack tools that once required state-
level resources become available at the price of an API
(Application Programming Interface) call, the
asymmetry between attackers and defenders could shift
abruptly.

Whether models such as Mythos will ultimately help

defenders more than attackers is unsettled. Anthropic
argues that controlled access gives defenders a head
start. Independent researchers at AISLE (an Al-native
cybersecurity company) have shown that smaller,
openly available models can already replicate much of
Mythos’ analysis. A more difficult question is whether

the world is comfortable with frontier Al capabilities
being held by a handful of firms — fewer than half a
dozen in the US, with a comparable group in China —
and parcelled out to chosen partners. Open-source Al
has helped diffuse the technology’s benefits globally.
Restrictions, however well-intentioned, risk
entrenching a tech oligopoly, dulling competition and
tempting those in possession of the most powerful

models to use them against perceived adversaries. The
history of managing dual-use technologies is not
reassuring on this front.A second lesson is that Al
readiness must become a top-tier priority for The Mythos moment will not be the last of its kind.

governments. That means three capacities at once: to
deploy Al productively across the economy; to research
and develop it domestically; and to govern against
misuse. The mood in some capitals has turned against
regulation, but the global picture is more nuanced. The
European Union is implementing risk-based guardrails

makes it particularly sensitive to even low-
grade disruptions. The state has, over
decades, built a reputation for resilient
policing and intelligence-led operations. A
spate of recent incidents, including three
blasts in under 10 days, risks denting that
hard-earned credibility. The question is not
merely who is to blame, but whether
intelligence inputs were missed or responses
delayed.

The need of the hour is a unified response:
tighter intelligence sharing between Central
and state agencies, immediate security
audits of defence perimeters, and enhanced
surveillance, especially against emerging
threats like drone-based infiltration. Public
reassurance must follow, but without
downplaying risks. These explosions are

warnings, not aberrations. Ignoring their pattern or
politicising their aftermath would be a costly mistake.

through its AT Act. China has moved quickly to address

harms to children, including emotional dependence on

chatbots. The instruments — legislation, executive

guidance or co-regulation with industry — are a

sovereign choice. Stepping away from the responsibility

is not.Finally, Mythos is a reminder that Al does not

respect borders. Its impacts cross jurisdictions at the

speed of light, and so must any credible response. The
release of DeepSeek R1, a powerful open-source
model, from China in January 2025, made it clear
that breakthroughs can come from anywhere.
Common standards for safety, interoperability
and responsible use will not emerge from any
country acting alone.

This is the backdrop for the first Global Dialogue on
Al Governance, which convenes in Geneva on
July 6-7. The Dialogue, established by a
resolution of the United Nations General
Assembly in August 2025, is paired with a new
Independent International Scientific Panel on Al,
tasked with regularly assessing the technology’s
opportunities and risks. Governments, scientists,
civil society and the private sector will, for the
first time, meet at the United Nations to debate
Al’s potential to accelerate development as well
as the risks it poses to safety, security, inclusion,

cultural and linguistic diversity, and human rights.

Building Al capacity in less-developed economies will

be on the agenda too.

Surprise breakthroughs are arriving every few months.
The work of patching vulnerable systems, training
defenders and building shared rules of the road has
barely begun. There is no time to waste — starting with
the weakly protected websites and software that still
hold up much of the digital economy.
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Not Buying Kandla
Transmission, Says Reliance
Industries Ltd

Mumbai.(Agency)

Mumbai, May 8 (UNI) Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL) has informed the stock
exchange through a regulatory filing that it is no
longer in the race to buy a 100% stake in Kandla
GHA Transmission Limited (KGTL) from PFC
Consulting Limited.

Reliance informed the stock exchange that even after
receiving approval for the pre-acquisition bidding
process, PFC Consulting Limited sent a letter to
RIL, cancelling the bidding process.

“The company has received a letter from PFC dated
May 6, 2026, informing it of the cancellation of the
ongoing bidding process. Therefore, the company
will not acquire any stake in KGTL,” Reliance said
inan exchange filing.

In an earlier stock exchange filing last year on April
25, Reliance had announced that its Board of
Directors had approved the acquisition of Kandla
GHA Transmission Limited (KGTL) from PFC
Consulting Limited.

According to the Reliance board decision, the total
consideration for purchasing Kandla GHA
Transmission Limited (KGTL) from PFC
Consulting Limited, was not to exceed Rs 20 crore.

Kandla GHA Transmission Limited (KGTL) is a
special purpose vehicle (SPV) established to
develop infrastructure to supply power to green
hydrogen and ammonia manufacturing facilities in
Kandla, located in Gujarat. The project focuses on
the transmission of 3 GW of renewable energy,
designed to support large-scale green energy
projects and reduce carbon emissions.

Reliance wanted to buy Kandla GHA Transmission
since RIL is in the process of setting up a huge
ecosystem in Gujarat to produce green hydrogen,
green ammonia as well as green chemicals.

Reliance plans to indigenise all critical technologies
of the green energy transition, namely solar, battery
energy storage systems as well as electrolysers,
under a *“Make-in-India’ framework.

By 2030, Telangana will
emerge as India’s
undisputed Aerospace &
Defence Capital: Minister
Uttam Kumar

Hyderabad.(Agency)

Telangana Minister for Irrigation and Civil Supplies N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy on Friday said the state is firmly
positioning itself as a national leader in aerospace
and defence manufacturing and expressed
confidence that by 2030, it would emerge as India’s
undisputed Aerospace and Defence Capital

He recalled his own association with the defence
services as a fighter pilot in the Indian Air Force and
shared his experience of serving as ADC to the
President of India after retiring from active flying
following a forced ejection from a fighter aircraft.

Addressing the gathering during the post-lunch session
of “MSME Spark 3.0 — Aerospace & Defence
Manufacturing” conference organised by the
Federation of Telangana Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FTCCI), in association Telangana state
Industries & Commerce Department here, Uttam
stated that aerospace and defence are among the
priority sectors identified by the Telangana
Government under its industrial policy framework.

Describing Hyderabad as one of the world’s most cost-
effective aerospace destinations, he highlighted the
city’s strong ecosystem comprising defence
laboratories. research institutions, advanced
manufacturing facilities, and a vibrant MSME base.

He informed that nearly 1,500 MSMEs in Telangana
are currently part of the aerospace and defence
supply chain ecosystem.Uttam also highlighted the
Telangana Government’s focus on skill development
and future-ready education initiatives, including the
proposed TG Young University, which he said would
significantly contribute towards strengthening
India’s defence equipment manufacturing ecosystem
and developing a skilled workforce for emerging
technologies. Speaking on the occasion, FTCCI
President R. Ravi Kumar, said “MSME Spark 3.0
reflects FTCCI’s commitment to strengthening
MSMEs by connecting them with emerging
opportunities in aerospace and defence
manufacturing.

No layoffs, hikes deferred
by at least a quarter: Air
India management

New Delhi.(Agency)

In a morale booster for employees, lossmaking Air
India on Friday said it does not anticipate any
layoffs even as the airline has been battling a series
of black swan events for a year now. However,
annual increments “will be deferred by at least one
quarter in light of the uncertain economic
environment”. Addressing a Town Hall Friday,
outgoing CEO Campbell Wilson and CHRO
Ravindra Kumar GP are learnt to have spoken about
the “tough times™ and the need for employees to
suspend discretionary spending and defer non-
critical expenditures to cut costs.

The Town Hall follows an Al board meeting on
Thurs-day during which cost-cutting measures
were discussed as the airline has lost over Rs 22,000
crore last fiscal due to multiple factors, including
closure of Pakistan airspace since Operation
Sindoor, then the tragic Ahmedabad Al 171 crash,
the US-Iran war that has led to further lengthening
of western routes along with a sharp hike in jet fuel
prices and the rupee crashing. Sources say the issue
of Wilson’s successor was not finalised during
Thursday’s board meeting. The CHRO reportedly
said Al will proceed with variable pay for FY26,
continue with planned promotions while annual
increments will be deferred by at least one quarter
due to current uncertainty. “We don’t anticipate
layofts,” Kumar said.

~ SBI Q4 results: Beats expectations on net

profit but not on net interest margin

The largest bank in the country beat investor expectations on net profit for the Jan-March quarter or Q4 of FY26. However, it did not perform as
spectacularly on other parameters such as net interest margin, which is the difference between the interest earned and paid by the bank.

Kolkata.(Agency)

The country’s biggest bank, SBI announced

its Q4 results posting 6% Y-o-Y increase
in its net profit during the Q4 period of
FY26. Importantly, SBI's Q4FY26
domestic net interest margin slipped to
2.93% from 3.14% a year earlier. Analysts
attributed it to rate cuts in December 2025
and rising costs. The net profit touched Rs
19,683.75 crore against Rs 18,642.59
crore in the same period a year ago. A
significant point was that in excess of 66%
of savings bank accounts opened digitally

crore, making growth of 11.25%
FY26 ROA1.12%
FY26ROE 18.57%
FY26 Net Interest Income rose
by 4.08% (YoY)
Bank’s NIM for FY262.91%
Domestic NIM for FY26 3.03%
Business volume
Total business exceeded Rs 109
lakh crore
Deposits Rs 59.8 lakh crore
Advances Rs 49.3 lakh crore
Asset quality parameters

through YONO in FY26.
Profitability indicators

FY26 PAT 80,032 crores, marking growth

of 12.88% YoY
Q4FY26 PAT Rs 19,684 crores

FY26 operating profit for FY26 1,23,015

Gross NPA Ratio at 1.49%,
marking improvement of 33
basis points (YoY)

Net NPA Ratio at 0.39%, making
improvement of § basis points (YoY)

Provision Coverage Ratio at 74.36%

SBI share performance
The SBI share settled at Rs 1,018.40, down

Rs 73.60 or 6.74% at close of trade on
May 8. In the past one month the share

Two inspections, one pattern:
Labour off the books

New Delhi.(Agency)

It was a large factory, its products in
demand nationwide and its machines
running round the clock. On paper,
everything was in order.

A regular inspection conducted in
January 1988, covering July 1986 to
December 1987, had reported no
major omissions. The unit was later
assigned to me for a special
inspection, which I conducted on
June 20, 1988.

The gaps were visible at the gate.
Workers moved about without
uniforms or safety footwear,
unusual fora factory of that scale.

Instead of heading to the office, I
stopped and began asking a simple
question: “Do you have an ‘atta’?” the
term workers locally used for the ESI
identity card.

*Ille” (no), came the answer repeatedly.

I began noting names.

The industrial relations advisor, who had
received me and was accompanying
me, grew visibly uncomfortable. “Why
stay outin this heat? Come inside. We'll

give you everything.” But the answers
were not in the office. They were on the
shop floor.

A WORKFORCE WITHOUT
RECORDS

Supervisors were asked to produce their
“notebooks.” These were, in effect, the

real system.

Across departments, over 200 workers
existed only in these informal records.
They had no entries in wage registers,
no attendance logs and no statutory
coverage. In effect, they did not exist in
the eyes of the law.

CONTRACT LABOUR OFF THE
GRID

The factory relied heavily on contract

==

labour across glass, processing,
unloading and security operations.

At least 56 workers were immediately
identifiable outside the legal
framework:

15in glass

35 inprocessing

5inunloading

1 insecurity

' And this was only the visible
layer.

This was the position in a single
shift. With three shifts in
operation, the scale of
exclusion was clearly far
greater.

The list of contractors produced
during inspection revealed a pattern.
Vacuuming work had been split among
four contractors, while the manufacture
of double-wall refills had been split
among nine.

The structuring appeared intended to
keep the number of workers under each
contractor below 20, thereby avoiding
the applicability of the Contract Labour
(Regulation and Abolition) Act.

declined 2.17% and rose 7.07% in the past

six months. the shares rose 30.69% in the

past one year. The 52-week

4 high and 52-week low of the
SBIstockis Rs 1,234.70 and
Rs 755.50 respectively.

Past brokerage view

Significantly, major
brokerages such as Jefferies,
Motilal Oswal and Nuvama
assigned Buy signal on the
stock after the Q3Fy26
results mainly on

expectations of credit
growth, improving asset
quality and growth in
earnings. Investors were
advised to take advantage of
dips and buy.

Dr. Reddy’s—Nestlé Health
Science JV launches
Celevida GLP for patients
on obesity, diabetes
therapies

Hyderabad.(Agency)

Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories and Nestlé India on
Friday announced the launch of *Celevida GLP’,
a specialised nutritional product designed to
support muscle mass maintenance and nutritional
needs of people undergoing GLP-1/GIP therapy
for management of type 2 diabetes and obesity in
India. The product has been launched by Dr.
Reddy’s and Nestlé Health Science Limited, a
joint venture between the two companies, as the
adoption of GLP-1/GIP-based therapies
continues to rise in the country.

According to the companies, there is an increasing
need for integrated patient care beyond
medicines, including nutrition support, clinical
monitoring and long-term lifestyle management
to ensure sustainable outcomes for people with
diabetes and obesity.

Speaking on the launch, M.V, Ramana, CEO,
Global Generics at Dr. Reddy's Laboratories
Limited and Director, Dr. Reddy's and Nestlé
Health Science Limited, said GLP-1 therapies

India-EU Summit gave fresh momentum to
strategic partnership, says Nirmala Sitharaman

The 27-nation bloc and India
recently marked a breakthrough on
27 January by announcing the
conclusion of negotiations for the
FTA, a deal widely celebrated as the
"mother of all deals".

]
NEW DELHI.(Agency)

Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday said the 16th
India-EU Summit held in New Delhi in
January gave fresh momentum to
bilateral strategic ties, taking the
partnership to a higher level.

Addressing the Europe Day 2026

"The 16th India-EU Summit

The Minister emphasized

celebrations in the presence of EU
Ambassador Herve Delphin,

the summit signify a transformative
phase in the engagement
between the two powers.

held at New Delhi in
January 2026 has given a
decisive new momentum
to our Strategic
partnership, taking it to a
newer level," the Finance
Minister said on X.

that the successful
conclusion of negotiations
for the India-EU Free
Trade Agreement (FTA),
alongside the signing of the Security
and Defence Partnership and the
adoption of the Comprehensive
Framework on Cooperation on

Mobility, represents a new chapter in
Indo-EU relations.

Sitharaman noted that the outcomes of "The joint roadmap adopted at the
Summit - "Towards 2030: India-EU a

Joint Comprehensive Strategic
Agenda' provides a clear and ambitious
vision for our cooperation over the
coming years," the Ministry of Finance
quoted eras saying.

represented a major advancement in diabetes and
obesity management but highlighted the need to
address nutritional gaps and muscle health during
treatment. “As patients experience changes in
body composition, ensuring adequate nutrient
intake and maintaining lean body mass become
critical to sustaining long-term outcomes,” he
said.

The companies cited studies indicating that nearly

25-40 per cent of total weight loss associated with
GLP-1 and dual GLP-1/GIP therapies may come
from lean body mass loss.

They noted that this concern could be more
significant among Indians due to relatively lower
baseline skeletal muscle mass, higher body fat
composition and low average protein intake.

Clinical recommendations suggest increasing
protein intake to 1.2-1.5 grams per kilogram per
day during such therapies to help preserve muscle
mass.Celevida GLP has been scientifically
designed and co-created with endocrinologists
and diabetologists to help address protein gaps
and support muscle preservation in individuals
undergoing GLP-1/GIP therapy.

The formulation contains fast-absorbing whey
protein isolate, branched-chain amino acids
(BCAAs) and 27 essential nutrients, including
vitamins A, D and calcium. The product provides
48 grams of protein per 100 grams along with 100
per cent recommended daily allowance of
BCAAs, according to the company.

Petrol and diesel prices likely to
be hiked before May 15

Petrol and diesel prices in India are likely to be hiked before May 15 as state-run oil marketing companies face rising financial stress

New Delhi,.(Agency)
Petrol and diesel prices in India will be
hiked before May 15 as oil marketing
companies (OMCs) face mounting
financial losses estimated at nearly Rs
30,000 crore per month amid soaring
global crude rates, sources told .

“OMCs are facing under-recoveries of

nearly 30,000 crore per month,” sources
said, pointing to a sharp mismatch
between retail fuel prices and rising input
costs. The strain has intensified after
crude oil prices surged from around USD
70 to USD 126 per barrel amid the
ongoing Middle East war.

Despite the global oil shock, India has so far
kept retail fuel prices largely stable, with
both the government and OMCs
absorbing a significant portion of the
burden. “The government and OMCs are
currently absorbing up to Rs 24 per litre
on petrol,” sources said. Global crude
prices have surged from around USD 70

amid a sharp surge in global crude oil prices. sources told.

per barrel to nearly USD 126 per barrel in
recent weeks amid concerns over supply
disruptions, shipping risks and prolonged
instability in the Middle East. The Strait
of Hormuz, through which nearly 20 per
cent of the world’s oil supply passes, has
remained heavily disrupted due to the
war, triggering a wider global energy
shock.

If the hike is approved, petrol and
diesel prices in India could rise by
around Rs 4-5 per litre, while

domestic LPG cylinder prices may &

see an increase of Rs 40-50. This
would mark the first major revision
in petrol and diesel prices in nearly §
four years, with retail rates having
remained largely frozen since 2022.
While several countries introduced
emergency measures to tackle the fuel
crisis, including rationing in Bangladesh,
reduced working days in Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, and fuel price caps in South

Korea, India managed to avoid shortages,
long queues or rationing.

Government and industry sources said India
responded quickly after the crisis
escalated by ramping up domestic LPG
production from 36,000 tonnes per day to

54,000 tonnes per day and reducing excise
duties on petrol and diesel to shield
consumers from rising global prices.

At peak crude prices, the government and
oil companies were effectively absorbing

nearly Rs 24 per litre on petrol and Rs 30
per litre on diesel, according to industry
estimates. Even after excise duty cuts,

Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and

Hindustan Petroleum are estimated to

have collectively suffered losses of nearly

; Rs 30,000 crore per month.

India also diversified its crude imports
by sourcing larger volumes from
Russia, the US, West Africa and
other regions, while refineries
reportedly operated at over 100 per
cent capacity to ensure
uninterrupted fuel supplies.
Officials said the government is
closely monitoring developments in
West Asia and evaluating multiple
options regarding the timing and

extent of any fuel price revision. The
focus, sources said, is on balancing the
financial stress on oil companies while
ensuring that any increase does not
significantly fuel inflation.
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Did SIR Impact West Bengal Results?
What Election Commission Data Says

The numbers suggest that while there were indeed large-scale deletions of ' mehmble electors durmg the SIR process, there were also equally significant additions.

New Delhi.(Agency) complex

electoral rolls emerged as one of the most ~ large-scal

fierce opposition from the Trinamool nomina

Congress and several opposition partiecs, importantly,
which alleged that the revision drive was  constituencies that saw the highest
aimed at disenfranchising minorities,  deletions eventually voted in favour of
migrants and economically weaker the very parties that had opposed the

voters. Protests were held across the state, ~ SIR proce

picture. The numbers
The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of  suggest that while there were indeed
"ineligible"
politically contentious issues in the 2026  electors during the SIR process, there
West Bengal Assembly elections. Months ~ were also equally significant
before polling, the exercise triggered additions of eligible voters before
tions closed. More
many of the -

e deletions of

ss most aggressively.

the Election Commission came under NoImpact In Seats With The Highest deletion of 1.50 lakh electors, followed by

sharp criticism, and opposition leaders  Deletions

Raghunathganj with 1.30 lakh,

repeatedly claimed that lakhs of According to Election Commission data, —Samserganj with 1.25 lakh, Ratua with
legitimate voters were being deleted from  the highest deletions during the SIR 1.23 lakh and Suti with 1.20 lakh
therolls. exercise took place in constituencies deletions. These constituencies were at
However, post-election data released by the  concentrated in the Malda and the centre of the political storm
Election Commission paints a far more  Murshidabad belt. Sujapur recorded the  surrounding SIR, with opposition parties

alleging that minority-heavy areas  date of nomination under Section 23(3) of
were being selectively targeted. the Representation of the People Act.
B Yet the final election results did not  Sujapur alone saw 1.14 lakh additions
support the narrative that the exercise  after the final SIR list. Raninagar added
had electorally weakened the nearly 76,000 electors, Harischandrapur
opposition. All five of these over 74,000, Chanchal more than 72,000
constituencies were won by the All  and Ratua over 71,000.These figures
India Trinamool Congress (AITC). In  suggest that a large number of voters
other words, despite massive deletions ~ whose names were initially removed
during the revision process, the ruling  either completed documentation later or
party retained its dominance in these  were restored after adjudication. The
politically sensitive regions. Election Commission had maintained
Additions After SIR throughout the controversy that the
The data becomes even more revealing exercise was intended to remove
when additions after the SIR are duplicate, shifted, deceased or otherwise
examined. Data shows that the same  ineligible electors, while eligible citizens
constituencies also witnessed some of the ~ would continue to be added lhrough_ the
highest additions of eligible electors legal process. The post-SIR additions
between February 28, 2026 and the last ~ appearto support.

Desilting done, New Delhi Municipal
Council plan for monsoon care in
place

New Delhi.(Agency)

The New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) on Friday
announced details of its compruhcnswu Monsoon
Action Plan 2026, covering pre-monsoon
preparedness, emergency response during heavy
rainfall and restoration of damaged infrastructure after
the season.NDMC Chairperson Kuljeet Singh Chahal
said the civic body has already completed 100%
desilting work in the first phase by March 31, while the
second phase is scheduled to be completed by June 15.

He said GIS mapping of underground drainage
networks, including bell mouths, gully traps
connecting pipes, manholes and brick barrel drains, has
been initiated to improve monitoring of waterlogging-

prone areas. According to the NDMC, extensive
cleaning and desilting of drains and stormwater
channels are underway along with repairs of damaged
roads, potholes, trenches, manhole covers and drainage
infrastructure.

Chahal said dewatering pumps, DG sets, manpower and
control rooms have been arranged at vulnerable points.
At present, only five major waterlogging-prone
locations remain 1 the NDMC area — Purana Quila,
Dayal Singh College area, Panchkuian Road,
Hanuman Mandir and Satya Sadan.He added that
CCTV cameras and sensor-based monitoring systems
are being installed at these locations for quicker
response during heavy rainfall.

Delhi rolls out real-time
tracking of road pollution, dust
hotspots

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi Pollution Control Committee (DPCC)
launched a road pollution control programme to
increase monitoring and control of sources of dispersed
air pollution across the city. It has deployed 13
dedicated field surveyors to survey roads daily, with a
total coverage of nearly 18,000 kilometres of roads
across MCD, PWD, NDMC, and Delhi Cantonment
Board areas.

Surveyors will use the MCD-311 mobile app to log a
minimum of 70 geo-tagged, photographic pollution
issues per day per surveyor, with a citywide target of
around 1,000 identified issues daily. The entire road
network of Delhi will be comprehensively covered
every month, with each surveyor assigned a minimum
of 20 kilometres of roads to be covered daily.

Titled Road RADAR, or Real-time Air Pollution
Detection across Roads, the DPCC programme is
aimed at improving road cleanliness, reducing dust,
and strengthening measurable air-quality outcomes in
the city. The environment ministry said the new
monitoring system includes built-in safeguards to
ensure zero duplication of reported issues, so that every
complaint corresponds to a unique and actionable
pollution source.

Environment Minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa said the
fight for clean air must be won on the ground, lane by
lane and road by road. “Through Road RADAR,” he
said, “the government is introducing a scientific system
of daily surveillance, real-time reporting, and direct
departmental accountability, so that pollution sources
are notignored, repeated, or allowed to linger.”

The programme will track 11 categories of air pollution
issues: road dust, such as unpaved roads, broken
footpaths, dividers, and potholes; sand or loose
material piled on roadsides; unsurfaced and
unregulated parking lots; garbage, including
overflowing dhalaos and dumped roadside waste;
biomass and garbage burning on roadsides; plastic
burning on roadsides; construction and demolition
waste dumped on roadsides; barren roadsides requiring
greening; greening needs on central verges; dust from
construction sites; and other dispersed sources of air
pollution identified during field surveys.

Delhi government plans

Municipal Corporation of Delhi ready with proposal 1,q1e water ose expansion

to start RFID-based ‘free-flow’ toll system

New Delhi.(Agency) camera-based toll collection system

The Municipal Corporation of Delhi  along the lines of highways. The
(MCD) is set to place a proposal details are being finalised, and

before its Standing Committee to  everything is being done as per the

introduce an automatic number directions of the Supreme Court,”

plate recognition (ANPR)-based -
toll collection system at the . ¥ 2
capital’s border entry points,
officials said on Friday. The
proposal is likely to be discussed
during a Standing Committee
meeting scheduled later this

year.

According to officials, the civic
body plans to introduce a multi-
lane free-flow tolling
mechanism similar to the
FASTag system used on national

\?

highways. The system will use an official said. Under the proposed
ANPR cameras and RFID mechanism, cameras will identify
technology to automatically deduct  vehicles passing through toll points,
toll tax without requiring vehicles  while RFID tags installed in

to stop at plazas.

vehicles will enable seamless toll

“We are moving towards an ANPR  tax collection.

' ":*;3:%:;;
V"

Officials said the move is aimed at
reducing long queues and traffic
congestion at toll plazas and border
entry points, especially during peak
hours.

“With the new system, vehicle
owners will not be required to
stop, and taxes will be deducted
automatically, similar to the
FASTag system on national

New Delhi.(Agency)

highways,” official said. The Delhi government is working on a policy for
The Aevals ent omas ahes thi the use of treated sewage water in construction
p activities and irrigation works as part of efforts
MU“_ICIPa] Corporation of {5 conserve groundwater, officials said on
Delhi’s toll tax department was  Friday.Water from sewage treatment plants
asked torevisea proposal related ~ (STPs) operated by the Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
to appointing a new agency for and the DC“'[I Developmen_t Authority {DDA) 1S
operating 156 toll plazas and  already b(j{l{ijﬁ used cxtflcnm_\-'cly f(J][;)h;)ﬁ'_thFI;ﬂLUiI_"C
: ‘o purposes.Addressing the issue, Delhi Public
geﬂeratmf% 93{1;“!'“1”“ Aupual Works and Water Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh
e RS said a policy is being framed by the DIB to
Meanwhile, the civic body has  ensyre that large quantities of treated water from
granted a six-month extension to  Sewage Treatment Plants are utilised in

the existing concessionaire until a  activities where potable water is unnecessary.
new agency is finalised, officials The Jal Board is actively promoting the use of
added. treated effluent, and around 89 million gallons
per day (MGD) is currently supplied for non-
potable purposes to agencies such as the Central
Public Works Department. Delhi Development

Reimagining DElhi ShurEd Authority, New Delhi Municipal Council and

Municipal Corporation of Delhi, officials said.
However, with regard to wider use of treated

responsibility: LG Taranjit Singh Sandhu sz e

New Delhi.(Agency)
Delhi has always represented the spirit of India as a diverse,
resilient, dynamic and aspirational city, Lieutenant

at Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU), he said the challenges | lﬂlcr “"‘H

before the capital
coordinated action.

“The task before us is not easy,” he
said, citing urbanisation,
environmental pressures,
mobility
challenges and resource
management as key concerns.

“Reimagining Delhi is a shared

population growth,

required

responsibility. Let’s work

together to build a Delhi that is environmentally
conscious, culturally vibrant, economically dynamic, has the potential to emerge not only as an administrative
capital butalso as a leading centre for knowledge, startups,
tourism, hospitality, the creative economy, and the wider

technologically progressive, and deeply humane,” Sandhu
added.He said that the future must be built on five essential

pillars, with sustainability being the first. He stressed that  service sector.

no city could aspire to global leadership without
addressing environmental challenges with urgency.
Cleaner air, rejuvenated water bodies, enhanced green
Governor Taranjit Singh Sandhu said on Friday. Speaking  cover, effective waste management, adoption of

Delhi government is now considering a
comprehensive policy. Officials further said that
other applications, including firefighting, may
also be explored.
Treated water from Sewage Treatment Plants is
likely to be used first in construction activities
R o undertaken by government agencies. Later, the
sustainable mobility must ity of supplying it to private firms at
become central to Delhi’s urban 3 ¢rordable rates may also be explored, officials
vision, he said. The second pillar  ¢4i4.
is inclusion. A truly global city \eanwhile, technical aspects related to the use of
is one where growth is shared  {reated water in construction activities will also
and opportunities are accessible  have to be examined, as the Bureau of Indian
to all. The third pillar, he said, is ~ Standards has prescribed guidelines in this
culture. As we modernise Delhi,  regard. Water with a pH level between 6 and 8.5,
we must ensure that we do not  and total dissolved solids not exceeding 2,000
lose its cultural memory, he parts per million, is considered suitable for
said. construction purposes. Officials said poor-

renewable energy and

“The fourth pillar is innovation and economic growth. Delhi ~ quality water can damage iron and concrete and

affect construction quality.In addition, parks
maintained by various government agencies and
resident welfare associations may be supplied
treated water through pipelines connected to
STPs.

Summer vacation in Delhi coincides
with remedial classes begmnmg May 11

The initiative

aims to provide

additional
academic support

to students,

particularly
those who

require extra
attention.

I

New Delhi.(Agency)

Delhi government has announced summer
vacation for all government schools from
May 11 to June 30. However, remedial
classes for students of Classes 9, 10, and 12
will be held from May 11 to May 23 to help
improve learning outcomes and strengthen
conceptual understanding.

According to a circular issued by the
directorate of education, these special
classes will be conducted based on the
availability of teachers and school
infrastructure. The initiative aims to provide
additional academic support to students,
particularly those who require extra
attention.

The remedial classes will be conducted from
7.30am to 10.30am and each period will last
for one hour. For classes 9 and 10, schools
have been directed to focus mainly on science
and mathematics. Heads of schools. though,

may include other subjects based on
academic performance, result analysis and
teacher availability.For Class 12 students,
subjects for remedial teaching will be
decided by the schools according to students’
needs.

The circular says that schools must ensure
special attention for academically weak
students. Wearing a school uniform during
remedial classes has been made mandatory,

and attendance will be marked online.
Schools have also been instructed to obtain
parental consent before students attend the
classes.

Library facilities will also remain open. The
directorate has directed heads of schools to
ensure the availability of clean drinking
water and other basic amenities on campus.
Guest and contractual teachers may also be
engaged if regular teachers are unavailable.

Meanwhile, the last-minute directive raised
concerns among teachers and students, as it
coincides with ongoing census duties. The
order, issued late on Thursday evening just a
day before schools closed for summer break,
disrupted plans of many students,
particularly those from migrant families who
had scheduled travel to their native places.
Principals were asked to inform students via
WhatsApp, leaving little time for
adjustments.
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" Trump says expecting Iran's response
to latest US proposal tonight

. Virginia. When asked if Iran was The diplomatic push comes amid continued
DO"UId TrUmD Sﬂld hB intentionally slowing the process, Trump  military friction in and around the Strait of
replied: “We’ll find out soon enough.” Hormuz. An lIranian military source

EXDB{tEd fo hem' [TOm Iran hv According to CNN, citing Iranian media, —warned that clashes could resume if the
. ; . ' Iran is still reviewing “messages” sent

FrIdUV ﬂl[lhT on WUSI'II“[“OI'I ) by the United States through Pakistani

mediators and has not yet reached a

IﬂTBSt D"]DOSUI to end The war, final deci:ion on lf?eprogosal.

even as ‘I'ehmn indi(med it The proposed agreement is a one-page,

had not yet finalised its

response and was still

14-point memorandum designed to

as key power figure in Iran,
directing war strategy and
diplomatic talks

Washington. (Agency)

Iran’s Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei has
emerged as a key figure in shaping [ran’s war strategy
during the conflict and in directing officials involved
in diplomatic negotiations with the United States to
end the war. Despite sustaining serious injuries in the
same strike in which his father, Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, was killed along
with several senior Iranian military commanders on
the first day of the attack launched by the United
States and Israel, Mojtaba has reportedly remained
deeply involved in shaping Iran’s wartime strategy,
directing military operations, and guiding diplomatic
efforts aimed at reaching a settlement with
Washington, according to assessments by U.S.
intelligence officials.CNN reported that Mojtaba
suffered severe burns across his face, arm, torso, and
leg. US intelligence believes he is playing a pivotal
role even as he recovers largely out of public view,
communicating exclusively through in-person
meetings or handwritten notes carried by couriers,
deliberately avoiding any electronic communication.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian confirmed this
week that he had held a two-and-a-half-hour face-to-
face meeting with Mojtaba, the first publicly
confirmed encounter between the new supreme
leader and a senior Iranian official since the attack.

Mazaher Hosseini, head of protocol in the office of
Iran’s Supreme Leader, said on Friday that Khamenei
is recovering from his injuries and “is now in

Iran’s Fars news agency earlier reported
“sporadic clashes” between Iranian forces
and US naval ships in the strategic
waterway. The escalation followed
statements from US Central
Command (CENTCOM), which
said American forces struck two
empty Iranian-flagged oil tankers
allegedly attempting to breach an
ongoing US blockade by entering
an Iranian port through the Gulf of
Oman.

CENTCOM also said US forces
carried out strikes on Iranian
military targets after Tehran’s
forces attacked three American
destroyers transiting the Strait of
Hormuz on Thursday. “US forces
intercepted unprovoked Iranian
attacks and responded with self-defense
strikes as US Navy guided-missile
destroyers transited the Strait of Hormuz to
the Gulfof Oman,” CENTCOM said.

Iran’s central military command, however,
accused Washington of violating the
ceasefire.

Gulf fighting flares as CIA
report says Tehran can resist
blockade for 4 months

halt the conflict and open formal
negotiations between Washington and
Tehran. Under the plan, Iran could
pause nuclear enrichment activities,
while the United States may ease
sanctions and release billions of
dollars in frozen Iranian assets.

The proposal also reportedly includes
steps by both sides to reduce
restrictions in the Strait of Hormuz, a
critical global oil transit route that has
remained at the centre of recent military
tensions. The agreement would begin with
a 30-day negotiation period intended to
pave the way for a broader long-term deal.

FRESH TENSIONS IN HORMUZ

World. (Agency)

US President Donald Trump said on Friday
that he expected to hear from Iran by the
night on Washington’s latest proposal
aimed at ending the war, even as Tehran
indicated it was still reviewing the offer
and had not yet finalised its response.

“I'm getting a letter supposedly tonight. So
we'll see how that goes,” Trump told
reporters outside the White House before
departing for his golf course in Sterling,

WHO confirms 6 Hantavirus cases, 3 deaths
linked to Spain-bound cruise ship

United States interferes again with Iranian
vessels in the region, While describing the
current situation as “calm”, the source said
there remained “a possibility of re-entering
such conflicts” if US forces attempted to
disrupt Iranian ships, according to Iran’s
Tasnim news agency.

complete health.” w}

Transparency International
Bangladesh exec director
alleges 'well-known
journalists’ instigated
attacks on offices of media
houses Prothom Alo, Daily
Star

Dhaka.(Agency)

Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB)
Executive Director Dr Iftekharuzzaman has alleged
that the December 18 attacks on the offices of
prominent Bangladeshi media outlets Prothom Alo,
and The Daily Star last year had help from within the
media community, alleging that some "well known
journalists" were involved in instigating the attacks.

Speaking at the inaugural session of the Bangladesh
Journalism Conference 2026, organised by MRDI at
the Radisson Blu Water Garden hotel, he said,
"Enemies within the media, alongside external
forces, also worked behind these attacks.

"There is documentary evidence that some well known
media personnel were among the instigators, and
certain quarters expressed glee over the incidents."

He further criticised the former Md Yunus led interim
government's silence, indifference, and inaction of
law enforcement agencies and the army over the
attacks, adding that journalism remains one of the
most hazardous professions globally, with 26
journalists in the country killed within the past
decade.

The outlets were attacked by mobs due to their
supposed "pro-Hasina", and "pro-India" stance,
following the death of vocal anti-India spokesperson
Sharif Osman Hadi, with his Islamist group, the
Ingilab Moncha being at the forefront of the attacks.

Additionally, critics and social media reports have
questioned the role of Faruk Wasif, who was
appointed Director General of the Press Institute
Bangladesh (PIB) shortly before the attacks, alleging
that he acted as an "influencer" whose rhetoric may
have contributed to the climate of hostility against
these specific media houses.

Iraq rejects US allegations
of Depuy Oil Minister Ali
Bahadil helping Iran evade
sanctions

Baghdad/Washington.(Agency)

Iraq has rejected US allegations against its Deputy Oil
Minister Ali Maarij al-Bahadli, who Washington hit
with sanctions following allegations he was helping
Iran evade sanctions on its oil exports.

Announced late Thursday, the sanctions are the latest
tool used by the US State Department as part of its
broader pressure tactics to force Baghdad on curbing
its supposed ties with Iran-linked networks and
militias.According to the State Department, Bahadli
"abused his government position to divert Iraqi oil in
support of the Iranian regime and its terrorist
proxies." US officials accused him of helping
facilitate the fraudulent blending of Iraqi and Iranian
crude oil in order to disguise the origin of sanctioned

before the outbreak came to light.

The WHO has confirmed a hantavirus The cruise ship departed from Cabo

outhreak linked to a cruise ship
after eight people fell ill and three
died. The agency said the wider
global risk remains low, though the
onboard risk is moderate.

o ———————————

World. (Agency)
The World Health Organisation
(WHO) on Friday confirmed a
hantavirus outbreak linked to the
cruise ship MV Hondius, with eight
people falling ill and three deaths
reported so far. The agency said six
of the infections have been
laboratory-confirmed as Andes
virus, a type of hantavirus, while two
other cases are considered probable.
According to the WHO, the confirmed
infections were identified through
PCR testing. The outbreak was first
reported on May 2 when the vessel had
147 passengers and crew members on
board. Authorities said another 34
individuals had already left the ship

Verde on May 6 and is currently
heading toward Spain’s Canary
Islands, where passengers are
expected to disembark. Health
authorities are continuing to monitor
passengers and crew as the vessel
proceeds on its route,

Of the infected individuals, four remain

hospitalised in South Africa,
Netherlands and Switzerland. Another
suspected patient who was transferred
to Germany later tested negative for

the virus, the WHO added.
The UN health agency assessed the risk
to the wider global population as low,

but described the risk to passengers
and crew on the ship as moderate due
to the confined environment and close
contact among travelers. Investigators
believe the first patient may have
contracted the infection before
boarding the cruise ship, possibly
while travelling in Argentina and

Chile. Subsequent transmission is

believed to have occurred on board the
vessel.

Hantaviruses are typically spread
through contact with infected
rodents, their urine, droppings or
saliva. The Andes virus strain is of
particular concern because it is one
of the few hantaviruses known to
spread from person to person in
limited circumstances. Symptoms
can initially resemble flu-like
illness, including fever, muscle
aches and fatigue, but severe

infections may lead to respiratory

complications and death,

The WHO said it is working with

national authorities to trace contacts,
monitor exposed individuals and
strengthen surveillance linked to the
outbreak.

Russia, Ukraine agree to 3-day Trump-
mediated ceasefire, prisoner swap

SEOUL.(Agency)

Russia and Ukraine confirmed on
Friday that they had agreed to a three-
day ceasefire announced by US
President Donald Trump, with the
truce set to run from May 9 to May
Il amid ongoing diplomatic efforts
to end the more than four-year-long
war

Trump, posting on Truth Social, said
the ceasefire would include a
complete halt to *“all kinetic activity”
as well as a major prisoner exchange
involving 1,000 prisoners from each
side.

“This request was made directly by
me, and | very much appreciate its
agreement by President Vladimir
Putin and President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy,” Trump wrote. “Hopefully,
it is the beginning of the end of a very
long, deadly, and hard fought War.”

Trump added that negotiations aimed at

ending the conflict were continuing
and progress was being made every

that humanitarian issues remained a
priority.

day. US President Donald Trump later “That is why today, within the

said he would like to see a ceasefire in

Russia's war in Ukraine extended
beyond three days.

According to Reuters, Ukrainian

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
confirmed the agreement in a
Telegram post, saying the ceasefire
had been arranged through US-
mediated negotiations and stressing

framework of the negotiation process
mediated by the American side, we
received Russia's agreement to
conduct a prisoner of war exchange
in the format of 1,000 for 1,000,”
Zelenskiy said.

In a symbolic gesture, Zelenskiy also
issued a tongue-in-cheek decree
“allowing” Russia’s May 9 Victory
Day parade to proceed, saying
Ukrainian weapons would not target
Moscow’s Red Square during the
commemorations,

Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov, speaking on

behalf of Russian President Vladimir
Putin, confirmed Moscow’s
participation in the ceasefire initiative
and said the agreement had been
reached during telephone discussions
with the US administration.

World. (Agency)

Efforts to end the war between the US and Iran appeared
to lose momentum on Friday as both sides exchanged
fire in the Gulf, while a CIA assessment suggested
Tehran could endure a naval blockade for several
more months.

According to a US official familiar with the intelligence
analysis, Iran would not face severe economic
pressure from a US blockade of its ports for around
four months, indicating Washington’s leverage over
Tehran may remain limited despite mounting military
and economic pressure.

The assessment, first reported by The Washington Post,

7 S
-

came as tensions sharply escalated in and around the
Strait of Hormuz, where some of the heaviest clashes
since the April 7 ceasefire were reported this week.
The United Arab Emirates also faced renewed attacks
on Friday, with authorities saying air defences
intercepted two ballistic missiles and three drones
launched from Iran. Three people suffered moderate
injuries, officials said. Washington is awaiting
Tehran's response to a US proposal aimed at formally
ending the conflict before negotiations begin on
broader issues, including Iran’s nuclear programme.
“We should know something today,” US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio told reporters in Rome, according
to Reuters. “We’re expecting a response from them.”
However, Iran’s foreign ministry said Tehran was still
considering its response, with no formal reply
announced by late Friday.
CLASHES CONTINUE INSTRAITOF HORMUZ
Iranian and US forces were involved in sporadic clashes
in the Strait of Hormuz on Friday, according to Iran’s
semi-official Fars news agency. Tasnim later quoted
an [ranian military source as saying the situation had
calmed, though further confrontations remained
possible. The US military said it struck two Iran-
linked vessels attempting to enter an Iranian port, with
a fighter jet targeting the ships’ smokestacks and
forcing them to retreat. Iran has largely restricted non-
Iranian shipping through the strategic waterway since
the conflict began with joint US-Israeli airstrikes
across Iran on February 28.

US sanctions China, Hong Kong firms
over Iran drone and missile supplies

The United States has sanctioned 10 individuals and companies accused of helping Iran procure drone and missile components.

The move signals possible wider action against foreign networks supporting Tehran as regional tensions remain high.

World. (Agency)

The US Treasury on Friday imposed

commerce, including those linked to
China’s independent “teapot” oil refineries

sanctioned for procuring motors used in

in the Strait of Hormuz and regional allies.

drones, while China-based Hitex Iran shut the Strait of Hormuz following US

Insulation Ningbo Co Ltd was accused of

sanctions on 10 individuals and companies,  and airlines aiding [ran’s activities.
including entities based in China and Hong Among the entities sanctioned were
Kong, accusing them of helping Iran China-based Yushita Shanghai
procure weapons components and raw  International Trade Co Ltd, accused of
materials used in Shahed drones and facilitating Iran’s attempts to acquire
ballistic missiles. weapons from China, and Dubai-based
The move comes as efforts to end the war  Elite Energy FZCO, which allegedly
with Iran remain stalled and days before US  transferred millions of dollars to a Hong
President Donald Trump is scheduled to Kong company involved in
travel to China for talks with President Xi ~ procurementoperations,
Jinping. Hong Kong-based HK Hesin Industry Co
In a statement, the Treasury Department said ~ Ltd and Belarus-based Armory Alliance
it remained prepared to take further LLC were accused of acting as
economic action against Iran’s military-  intermediaries in the procurement
industrial base to prevent Tehran from network, while Hong Kong-based
rebuilding its production capabilities. Mustad Ltd allegedly facilitated weapons
The department also warned that it could procurement for Iran’s Islamic
target foreign companies and financial Revolutionary Guard Corps.
institutions supporting illicit Iranian Iran-based Pishgam Electronic Safeh Co was

and Israeli strikes on Iranian targets on
February 28. The closure has
severely disrupted shipping through
the strategic waterway, through
which roughly one-fifth of global
crude oil and liquefied natural gas
supplies pass, pushing energy prices
sharply higher.

According to the British government-
funded Centre for Information
Resilience, Iran has the industrial
capacity to manufacture around
10,000 drones per month. Erickson
said the latest sanctions remained
narrowly targeted, giving Iran time

to adapt its procurement routes, and noted

that Washington had not yet targeted

Chinese banks that continue to support

[ran’s economy.

[ranian shipments and move them onto international
markets.

Pushing back against the US allegations, the Iraqi oil
ministry releasing a statement said that it "denies the
accusations” against Bahadli, and stressed "the
importance of transparency in addressing all ..
accusations on the basis of evidence and facts,"
according to the INA state news agency.

It added that Iraqi authorities were prepared to
investigate the matter, but argued that the deputy
minister's official responsibilities do not include
"crude oil export operations, marketing, loading onto
tankers, and related procedures.”

The dispute comes amid growing tensions between
Washington and Tehran following the outbreak of war
earlier this year. The United States has intensified
efforts to crack down on networks suspected of
helping Iran bypass sanctions, particularly through
oil exports and maritime trade.

supplying materials used in ballistic
missile production. Brett Erickson,
managing principal at Obsidian Risk
Advisors, said the sanctions were aimed at
limiting Iran’s ability to threaten shipping




SPORTS

THE PHCTON NEWS

www.thephotonnews.com
Sunday, 10 May 2026

NEWS BOX

Yuzi Chahal should be behind

bars: Ex-spinner slams PBKS
star after alleged vaping row

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India spinner Laxman
Sivaramakrishnan slammed Yuzvendra
Chahal, saying that the Punjab Kings star
should be behind bars for allegedly vaping. A
video that has gone viral across social media
platforms allegedly features the Punjab
Kings spinner using an e-cigarette during the
team’s journey to Hyderabad.

In the clip being shared online from Arshdeep
Singh's podcast, the leg-spinner can
seemingly be seen trying to hide the act while
sitting among teammates on the flight.
However, India Today has not been able to
independently confirm the authenticity of the
video or verify whether Chahal was actually
vaping in the footage. The use and sale of e-
cigarettes is prohibited in India.A Twitter
user put out a latest rumour suggesting that
Arshdeep had been banned from making
vlogs with the PBKS squad and Chahal has

been let go with a strict warning.This drew
the attention of Sivaramakrishnan, who
slammed the PBKS spinner and asked why he
wasn't being punished. The former Indian
cricketer also said that fining 25 percent of
match fees is peanuts."Vape is banned in
India. Should be behind bars. What is the
point in having Laws and not implementing
them. 25% of match fees is peanuts. What ifa
regular person had done this, What would the
action be?" said Sivaramakrishnan on X.The
Chahal vaping row came after the Riyan
Parag incident where the RR skipper was
caught using an e-cigarette in the dressing
room during the match against PBKS.Riyan
was handed a 25 percent match fee fine and
given no ban fromthe competition.

Spinning a web: How KKR spinners have
bounced back to reignite team's fading hopes

rate of 6.89, but taking only four wickets.
Chakravarthy was enduring a nightmare,
taking two wickets from four games at an
economy rate of 10.69. Anukul Roy was
leaking runs at 9.18, giving KKR enough

«IPL 2026, DC vs KKR: Kolkata

Knight Riders beat the Delhi
Capitals by eight wickets after
their spin trio of Sunil Narine,
Varun Chakravarthy and Anukul
Roy put their best foot forward at
the Arun Jaitley Stadium.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Kolkata Knight Riders have always prided
themselves on possessing a strong spin
attack, a factor that played a massive role in
their title-winning campaigns in 2012, 2014
and 2024. The likes of Sunil Narine, Varun
Chakravarthy, Piyush Chawla and Shakib Al
Hasan have helped Kolkata build a
reputation as one of the premier spin-
bowling sides in IPL history.IPL 2026 has
once again highlighted why spinners remain

central to KKR’s success. Whenever their
slow bowlers have struggled, Kolkata have
often looked short of answers. KKR were

completely out of sorts during the first half of

the tournament as their spinners endured a
lean patch. The team went six matches
without a victory and appeared destined
for an early elimination.However, once
the spinners rediscovered their rhythm,
KKR managed to completely transform
their campaign. The franchise has now
strung together four consecutive wins,
clawing its way back into playoff
contention after once staring at the
possibility of an early exit.

On Friday, KKR defeated Delhi Capitals
by eight wickets at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium to extend their winning streak to |
four matches. The spin unit has played a
defining role in that turnaround and will
need to continue delivering if KKR are to
secure a place in the top fourHOW
KOLKATA SPINNERS FOUND THEIR
BEST

In the first six games, KKR spinners struggled
to a large extent, taking only 10 wickets at an
economy rate of 8.65. Among them, Sunil
Narine was economical with an economy

headache.

But the story has changed since the RR game.
In the last four matches, KKR spinners have
improved drastically, taking 18 wickets at an
economy rate of 6.82. Chakravarthy, who
had made a torrid start, made a strong
comeback, being KKR’s top wicket-taker in
the last four games. In this period,

Stuttering Rojasthan Royals take on resurgent
Gujarat Titans in key Jaipur encounter

Lucknow. (Agency)

Rajasthan Royals and Gujarat Titans meet at
Sawai Mansingh Stadium on Saturday with
both sides locked on the fringes of the top
four, separated only by net run
rate.Rajasthan has the batting to hurt any
opposition but have surrendered two totals
above 220 in successive matches,
pointing to a side not yet clicking as a
unit.Gujarat arrives in far better shape.
Three wins on the trot, Kagiso Rabada
leading a potent pace attack and Jason
Holder adding flexibility in both
departments. Prasidh Krishna's
absence remains unexplained, but they |
have not missed a beat.Off the field, {
Rajasthan will wear their special all-
pink jerseys as part of the Pink Promise
initiative, with every six hit powering
homes across rural Rajasthan through
solar energy. Form, stakes and purpose

Scores 0f 42 off 30, 16 off 20 and 42 off 30 in
his last three outings suggest a batter doing
enough rather than taking games away from
opponents. The bowling, particularly in the
middle overs, has been far too easy to target.
Riyan Parag's side have the firepower to post
big scores but not yet the discipline to

—_—

| < Cricket and community, all in one

Chakravarthy has taken eight wickets at an
economy rate 0f6.93.

Narine also improved significantly with an
economy rate of 6.06 and taking six wickets.
Anukul also saw improvement, taking four

wickets at an economy rate

of 8.28.Delhi Capitals got a

bitter taste of the venom in

KKR’s bowling attack. After

being asked to bat first, the

Capitals made a strong start,

scoring 49 runs in the first

five overs. However, they
managed only 93 runs in the
remaining 15 overs as the
spin trio of Varun

Chakravarthy, Anukul Roy

and Sunil Narine gave them

absolutely no breathing
space.

Between the 10th and 17th overs, Delhi failed
to hit a single boundary across 38 deliveries
as KKR’s spinners completely tightened the
screws. The home side scored just 11 runs
between the 12th and 16th overs, the lowest
by any team during that phase in the IPL. DC
also played out 51 dot balls, accounting for
nearly half of their innings.

Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shafali
Verma served notice for

missing dope tests: Sources
BARCELONA. (Agency)

India cricketers Yashasvi Jaiswal and Shafali

This year's jersey has a story of its own.

Designed by 19-year-old Samiksha
Mundada from Nashik, chosen from over
8,500 entries nationwide, it features solar-
inspired patterns alongside the names of
women supported by the Royal Rajasthan
Foundation.The on-field action ties directly
into the campaign. Every six hit during
the match will power six homes in
Rajasthan through solar energy,
building on a programme that has
already electrified 260 homes in 2024
and 520 in 2025, with women from the
Sambhar region trained to install and
maintain the infrastructure themselves.

evening.

=~ RR vs GT: Are the Titans peaking at the

right time?
Three wins on the trot, a settled batting
order and a pace attack that would

Verma have been handed their first “missed
test” notices by the National Anti-Doping
Agency (NADA), sources told India Today.
The notices were issued under the whereabouts
failure rule after they were not found at their
declared locations for scheduled dope tests.

Both players have been given an opportunity to

explain themselves, with the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) also kept informed
of the development. The notices mark the first
recorded whereabouts failures for the two
cricketers, who are part of NADA’s Registered
Testing Pool (RTP).

WHAT THE RULE SAY'S
Athletes included in NADA’s Registered Testing

Pool are required to provide a designated time
slot and location where they will be available
for out-of-competition dope testing. A Doping

protect them. Until those two things align,
Rajasthan will keep finding ways to lose

BCCICOMES HARD ON VAPING
The BCCI rolled out a new set of directives for

all in one evening at Jaipur.RR vs GT: Can
the Royals get their act together?

trouble any side in this competition. Gujarat
looks ominous and they know it.Shubman

the IPL teams and players, where they put a
ban on vaping at all venues, dressing rooms
and dugouts.

Not money or parades,
just want to know India
is watching us:
Badminton star Satwik

Rome. (Agency)

Novak Djokovic has admitted that physical
struggles have become “anew reality” as the
24-time Grand Slam champion reflected on
his shock early exit from the Italian Open
and his uncertain build-up to the French
Open.The Serbian great suffered a surprise
first-round defeat in Rome on Friday, going
down 2-6, 6-2, 6-4 to 20-year-old Croatian
qualifier Dino Prizmic in his first

competitive match in two months. The loss
came as Djokovic returned from a right
shoulder issue that had kept him out since his
defeat to Jack Draper at Indian Wells in
March.

Speaking candidly after the defeat, the 38-
year-old acknowledged that arriving at
tournaments carrying some form of physical
concern has become increasingly common
inrecent years.“Yeah, I mean it’s not an ideal
preparation, to be honest. I don’t recall the
last time I had, in the last couple years, a
preparation where I didn’t have any kind of
physical issues or health issues coming into
the tournament,” Djokovic said.

“It’s always something. It’s kind of a new
reality thatThave to deal with.”

Djokovic looked in control early against
Prizmic, taking the opening set comfortably
and appearing sharp in his movement. But
the momentum quickly shifted, with the six-
time Rome champion visibly struggling as
the match wore on. He was seen wearing
tape on his right shoulder and repeatedly
glanced towards his team as discomfort
appeared to set in.Despite the frustration,
Djokovic made it clear that stepping onto the
court remains his own choice, even when his
body is less than ideal.“Yeah, it is
frustrating, but at the same time, it’s my
decision to still perform in that kind of state
and conditions and it is what it is,” he added.

Rajasthan have the runs, just not the results.
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, Yashasvi Jaiswal
and Dhruv Jurel have all contributed with
the bat, but the team's inability to defend
totals north of 220 twice in a row points to
something deeper than a bad night.

Jurel is a case in point. Gifted and important,
but not yet shifting gears when it matters.

matches they should be winning.

RR vs GT: The Pink Promise
Saturday's match carries meaning beyond the

points table. Rajasthan will wear their all-
pink jerseys as part of the Pink Promise
initiative, now in its third season, which uses
IPL matches to drive women-led social
change across rural Rajasthan.

Gill has been steady without always
converting his starts into the big scores they
deserve. Sai Sudharsan, though, is in the
form of his life, with two fifties and a
hundred in his last four innings making him
the most dangerous batter in this fixture. Jos
Buttler's return to consistency only adds to
the headache for opposition attacks.

No Instagram following, no LPL: Sri Lanka League
sets odd criteria for players ahead of new season

SEVILLE. (Agency)

The Lanka Premier League has introduced an
odd benchmark ahead of its sixth season.
Instead of categorising players purely on
their T20 pedigree and ability, the Sri
Lanka-based league has decided to bring
social media popularity and commercial
appeal into the equation as well.

According to the latest player regulations
released by the league, overseas cricketers
hoping to enter the top tier Icon category
will now need more than just cricketing
credentials. Players are required to have
featured in at least 75 T20Is, played more
than 100 franchise T20 matches, and
appeared in 30 games in the last 18 months.
Alongside that, the league has also
mandated a social media following of more
than 250,000.The same social media
threshold has been applied to the Star

category as well. Players in that bracket
must have featured in at least 50 T20Is,
played more than 100 franchise T20 games,

and participated in a minimum of 30
matches in the last 18 months, while also
maintaining more than 250,000 followers
across social platforms. WHEN
INSTAGRAM TAKES OVER CRICKET

For the Gold category, the criteria have been

slightly relaxed. Players are required to

have played at least 30 T20Is, more than 75

franchise T20 matches, and 20 matches
over the past 18 months. However, they
too must cross a popularity benchmark,
with the league demanding a social media
following exceeding 150,000.

Even the Classic category guidelines
include non-cricketing considerations.
Apart from needing 20 T20Is, more than
50 franchise appearances, and 20 recent
matches, players must also demonstrate a
“reasonable fan base and commercial
appeal,” according to the regulations.The

move marks one of the rare instances of a

franchise cricket league formally

integrating social media influence into
player classification rules, highlighting the
growing importance of marketability in

modern T20 cricket.

Control Officer (DCO) can arrive during the
declared period to collect samples, and failure
to be present at the specified location can result
in a missed test under anti-doping
regulations.According to the notices, a DCO
attempted to conduct Yashasvi’s dope test on
December 17 last year, while Shafali’s
scheduled test was on November 7. In both
cases, the players were not found at the
locations they had declared.

NADA later sought explanations from the
players on February 18 and 20 respectively, but
neither responded, leading to the registration of
their first missed tests.A single missed test does
not amount to an anti-doping violation.
However, three whereabouts failures within a
12-month period can constitute a violation of
anti-doping rules. If a player is unable to
successfully defend themselves before
NADA'’s hearing panel, they could face a
suspension of up to two years

CRUCIAL TIME FOR BOTH JAISWAL,
VERMA

The development comes at a crucial time for both
players. Jaiswal is currently in action for
Rajasthan Royals in the Indian Premier
League, with the franchise still in the hunt for a
play-offspot.

Not the next IPL: India Baskethall
League wants its own court, own culture

wIndia's first professional basketball

league is not trying to become the next

IPL, and that may be its smartest move.
The IBL wants to build a sustainable

ecosystem, giving young players a genuine

career pathway instead of chasing
cricket's blueprint.

BENGALURU. (Agency)

Every new sports league in India eventually
gets hit with the same question. “Can it
become the next IPL?” The people behind
the India Basketball League (IBL) do not
even want to entertain that idea. And
honestly, that might be the smartest thing
about the project so far.

India’s first-ever professional basketball
league, launched in 2025 and expected to
begin competition by early 2027, is not

trying to copy cricket’s biggest machine.
No forced “mini IPL” packaging. No
obsession with becoming cricket with
sneakers.Speaking exclusively to India
Today, league commissioner Jeremy
Loeliger made it very clear that trying to
directly compete with the IPL would
simply be “foolish.”

“If we tried to become another IPL, we
would fail,” Loeliger said.

That line probably tells you everything about
how the league wants to position itself.
Because for years, Indian sports leagues

outside cricket have often walked into the

same trap. Some tried borrowing IPL-style 7

auctions. Others copied formats, branding
structures or presentation styles hoping the
cricket audience would automatically
transfer across.Most struggled to build a
long-term identity. The IBL seems
determined not to make that mistake.

BASKETBALL DOES NOT WANT TO
BECOME CRICKET

Loeliger’s biggest argument is actually pretty
simple. Basketball already naturally fits the
kind of audience modern sports leagues are
trying to attract.

Fast pace. Constant scoring. Music during
breaks. Short attention spans. Indoor arenas.
Fans sitting almost on top of the court. Social
media-friendly moments every few minutes.
Basically, the exact reasons why T20 cricket
exploded globally.

“Basketball is already the kind of fast-paced,
high-energy sport that T20 cricket was

designed to replicate,” Loeliger said while

speaking to India Today. And unlike cricket,

basketball already comes with a naturally
global ecosystem attached to it.

That matters in modern India.

Young fans today do not just watch one sport
anymore. They move between NBA clips,
football reels, UFC knockouts, FlI
highlights and IPL games all on the same
phone screen. The IBL knows that audience
already exists.Because the irony is
basketball has always quietly existed inside
Indian school culture. Courts are
everywhere. Inter-school competitions are
common. Plenty of kids grow up playing
the sport seriously. The problem always
came after that. There was nowhere to

really go professionally. Now, the league

believes there finally can be.
THE BIGGEST WIN MAY NOT EVEN BE

THE LEAGUE ITSELF

The interesting part about the IBL project is
that it is not just launching a tournament and
hoping things somehow work out later.
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Shakti Kapoor SLAMS Fake Death
Rumours, Threatens Cyber

Complamt l Am Healthy And Happy’

\ () (1CI(1)
Kapoor -

Pens Romantic Note On 8th Wedding

Anniversary With Anand Ahuja:
‘The Calm In My Chaos'’

S onam Kapoor and Anand Ahuja, one of the most loved and popular couples

of B-Town, are celebrating their eighth wedding anniversary today. What
makes the occasion even more special is that it also marks a decade of
togetherness for the couple. On this occasion, the actress shared a heartfelt,
romantic note expressing how much she loves her hubby, and also shared unseen
glimpses from their day-to-day life with their sons.
Sonam Kapoor Wishes Anand Ahuja A Happy Anniversary
On May 8, Sonam Kapoor shared a collage of unseen pictures with Anand Ahuja.
One of the adorable photos shows Sonam holding their newborn son in her arms,
while Anand is seen with their three-year-old son Vayu as they both put the
children to sleep. In her caption, the actress wrote, “A decade with you. Eight
years married. Three cities. Three homes. Two beautiful boys. Countless dreams
built from scratch. So many risks taken, lessons learnt, businesses created,
failures survived, victories
celebrated and moments where -
we held each other a little
tighter through the uncertainty
- ofitall.”
sonam Kapoor Calls Anand
"Ahuja ‘The Calm In My
Chaos’
She further added, “And
somechow, through every
version of life we’ve lived
together, one thing has
only become more
certain...my love, respect
and compassion for you have only grown deeper. You are still the first
person I want to speak to in the morning and the last person [ want beside
me at night. The calm in my chaos. The person who makes me feel safest,
strongest and most myself.”
Sonam then expressed her love for Anand Ahuja and wrote, “Ten years later,
I love you more gently, more intentionally and more completely than [
knew was possible when we first began. Thank you for building this life
with me. For the laughter, the friendship, the resilience, the family and
the kind of love that evolves instead of fades. There’s nobody else I'd
rather do this life with, Happy anniversary my love.
#everydayphenomenal."Sonam Kapoor and businessman Anand Ahuja
got married in 2018. Their wedding took place in Mumbai and it was a
star-studded affair. Almost the whole of Bollywood such as Kareena
Kapoor, Saif Ali Khan, Rani Mukerji, Ranveer Singh, Shah Rukh
Khan, Salman Khan, and others were a part of the wedding festivities.
The couple welcomed their first child, son Vayu, in August 2022,
They welcomed their second son in March 2026.

Tanishaa Mukeriji

Culls Her Bigg Boss Experience
"Traumatic’: "People Went After My Family

anishaa Mukerji, who was the first runner-  Boss, [ don’t think I spoke out as much becausél

up of Bigg Boss 7, recently opened up about ~ wasn’t very comfortable with the language." She

her time on the reality show, describing the  said that while it’s embarrassing to admit, most ¢
experience as ‘traumatic’ and emotionally

her communication was in English and not Hindi
overwhelming. The actress revealed that she

and that her Hindi is much better now than it was
entered the controversial reality show without 10-12 years ago. “At that time, a lot of my
fully understanding its nature. She said that she

-—w
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communication was cut from the show because I
spoke in English," she said.
Tanishaa Claims Co-Contestants Were
Using Her Family’s Name For Screen
Time
She further added that she consciously chosé
not to speak about many things, as she did
not want to get into fights or situations tha
could invite backlash against her
family. However, she said that people
were just finding reasons to speak
about her and her family. *“I had no
idea until I came out of the house
that people were using my name,
my sister’s name, my brother-in-
law’s name just to get screen time. That was
my naivety. Today, [ would never put myself in
that position again where anybody feels they have
the right to say anything about my family because
of'me," she said.
She said that she never resorted to attack
contestants personally or never brought up their
families during arguments. “That experience
definitely made me a lot more guarded because
people really did go after my family. Even the
channel upset me at times," she said.

“ad i
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was extremely naive back then, and hadn’t even
watched the show before entering the BB house.
She further claimed that several contestants used
her sister Kajol, brother-in-law Ajay Devgn’s
name to gain screen time during the season.

Tanishaa Mukerji Recalls Her ‘Traumatic’ Bigg
Boss Experience

While speaking with Mamaraazzi, Tanishaa said,
“A lot of people still remember me from Bigg
Boss and say things like, ‘Tanisha is so cool,
entertaining and honest.” But definitely on Bigg

eteran Bollywood actor Shakti Kapoor has

strong]y reacted to fake rumours about his

death that recently surfaced on social
media. The actor shared a video message on
Instagram and dismissed the reports as
‘completely fake’. He also warned that he would
file a cyber complaint against those responsible
for spreading the misinformation online.

‘My Death News Is Fake’: Shakti Kapoor
The rumours began circulating widely across social

media platforms, leaving fans shocked and
concerned. Soon after the reports went viral,
Shakti Kapoor released a video message on
Instagram clarifying that he is safe and healthy. In
the video shared online, the actor said, “My death
news is all fake. | am healthy and happy. Please
ignore it."Shakti Kapoor further stated that he
intends to take action against those circulating the
fake news. “1 am going to do a cyber complain
about it. But this is not good. It’s not good," he
said, in the video, urging people to avoid
forwarding unverified information.

Last year, Raza Murad faced a similar ordeal when

false reports about his death surfaced online. The
actor later filed a complaint at Andheri Police
Station after a social media post wrongly claimed
that he had passed away. Speaking to ANI, Murad
revealed that the post not only spread fake news
about his demise but also suggested that despite
spending decades in the film industry, no one
remembered him.He said, “This should stop now.
It is not only about me. Celebrities are often
declared dead while they are still alive. This is
wrong, and whoever does this should be
punished.”

About Shakti Kapoor
Coming back to Shakti Kapoor, the veteran actor

remains one of the most recognised names in the
Hindi film industry. Best known for his comic
timing and memorable negative roles, Kapoor
enjoyed immense popularity during the 1980s and
1990s, especially through his collaborations with
late actors Asrani and Kader Khan. Some of his
most loved films include Raja Babu, Andaz Apna
Apna, ChaalBaaz, Coolie No. 1, Judwaa, Satte Pe
Sattaand Bol Radha Bol, among others.

Twinkle Khanna Has A Hilarious
Reaction To Karan Johar's MET Gala

Look:

'Come Over Wearing This And...

. ctor-author Twinkle Khanna shared her
1 hilarious reaction to filmmaker Karan

Johar’s recent appearance at the
prestigious Met Gala.Taking to her social media
account,, Twinkle shared a picture of Karan
from the fashion event and couldn’t help but
admire his dramatic and artistic ensemble.

She wrote, “Wah! Now come over wearing this

and I will hang you up on my wall you piece of
art (@karanjohar."For the uninitiated, Karan
made a statement on the red carpet of Met Gala
on Tuesday.

The filmmaker was seen in an elaborate black

outfit featuring intricate embroidery, regal
detailing, and a cape-like silhouette that
instantly grabbed attention.As he made his
MET Gala debut, Karan Johar penned a note of
gratitude on his social media, saying that life
really does come full circle in the most
unexpected ways.Karan wore an ensemble
inspired by Raja Ravi Varma’s art designed by
Manish Malhotra for the MET Gala theme
*Costume Art.”

“From loving cinema and costume as a wide-eyed

dreamer to standing on the steps of THE Met
Gala...life really does come full circle in the
most unexpected ways.

This moment wasn’t just about fashion for me,"
Karan wrote.“About taking the legacy of Raja
Ravi Varma and letting it live again... this time,
not on canvas, but in motion. To representing
India and our culture, our art and our
storytelling on the global *steps’. Thirty years of
friendship and collaboration with Manish
Malhotra and still creating firsts together — so
grateful to you and your team for this core
memory.”

For the uninitiated, Twinkle and Karan have

known each other for decades.Both belong to
Bollywood families, with Karan Johar being the
son of filmmaker Yash Johar and Twinkle the
daughter of late superstar Rajesh
Khanna.Karan, in an episode of the reality show
Koffee with Karan, the filmmaker had admitted
to having a crush on Twinkle while growing up.
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