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Layers within Telangana's
caste pyramid

The Union government gives special grants only
for those states or regions that are deemed
‘backward’ for their development to bring them
on par with others. But what determines if a state
is backward?Economic metrics such as gross
domestic product and per-capita income are used
to measure the relative backwardness of states.
Sounds logical, right? Similarly, shouldn’t social
justice schemes also focus more on castes that are
more backward than others? If yes, how does one
measure the relative backwardness of a caste?

For the first time in India, a composite
backwardness index (CBI) has been constructed
in Telangana to objectively measure the relative
backwardness of a caste. The analytical
framework is methodologically modest in
description and conceptually radical in
implication: it produces a single, comparable
number for the relative backwardness of each of
242 caste groups, derived from the responses of
3.55 crore people across 75 fields of information.

The CBI is built on 42 equally-weighted
parameters spanning education, occupation,
income, land and assets, living conditions, access
to finance, gender and social discrimination.
Each caste is scored on a scale of 0 to 126, where
a higher score denotes greater backwardness.
The least backward caste in Telangana, the Kapu
community, scores 12. The most backward, the
scheduled caste Dakkal, scores 116. The state
average is 81. Above that line lie 135 of the 242
castes, accounting for two-thirds of the
population. Below it lie 107, including all 18
general castes. The numbers, for the first time,
settle questions that have so far been the province
of assertion.The Mandal Commission, whose
1980 report shaped four decades of reservation
policy, used 11 parameters and relied largely on
field visits and judgement to classify social and
educational backwardness. It was a serious effort
with the tools then available. The CBI uses 42
parameters and 3.55 crore observations,
distinguishes rural and urban living standards
within each parameter, and produces a
continuous score rather than a binary
classification.The CBI provides empirical
evidence of the established ugly truth of Indian
society—people belonging to SC and ST
communities are three times and the backward
classes 2.7 times more backward than the general
castes. A whopping two-thirds of Telangana’s
population belong to really oppressed castes that
badly need help.

The index also changes the paradigm of welfare
design, which has so far been built around broad
clusters such as BC, SC and ST. The data shows
that even within these groups, inequality is sharp.
The SC Madiga community is more than double
the population of SC Malas and 15 percent more
backward. Shaik Muslims are five times more
numerous than general-caste Muslims and 40
percent more backward. People from the
Padmasali BC are actually less backward than the
state average. Aggregating these communities
into a single category obscures more than it
reveals.Nearly a third of the beneficiaries of
Telangana’s flagship welfare schemes belong to
castes less backward than the state average. The
CBI reframes the welfare question itself: instead
of filling a common well from which
marginalised groups draw in proportion to their
population, the state can now deliver resources in
proportion to each caste’s backwardness.The
CBI also reveals the specific drivers of
backwardness. Contrary to popular belief, it is
not land ownership but access to English-
medium education that is the strongest predictor
of where a caste sits on the scale. People from the
Lambadi tribe and Mudiraj backward group rank
well on irrigated land ownership, but remain
among the more backward groups. Meanwhile,
the Gouds, goldsmiths and BC Christians score
better than the average because of school access.

The gloves are off in Punjab

THE GREAT GAME: The BJP is certainly sharpening its metaphorical knives in the AAP-ruled state

THE Punjab BJP celebrated the victory in the West Bengal

elections in a five-star hotel in Chandigarh on Friday
evening, barely a day after the Enforcement Directorate
cracked down on three Punjabi real-estate developers in
Mohali, just outside the garden city. The two incidents
are separate but everyone also knows they are connected.
The newfound confidence in the BJP stems from what
once was an oft-repeated adage : What Bengal does
today, the rest of the country does tomorrow.And so, in
the air, hangs the question, “Is Punjab next?” It’s a
question not just Punjab, but all the country is asking.
Certainly, the gloves are off.

Let’s start with the map of India that has turned mostly

saffron in the last 12 years since PM Modi took power.
Except for Himachal Pradesh and Punjab in the north,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana and
Karnataka in the south and
Jharkhand in eastern India, the rest
of the country today belongs to the
BJP. No need to repeat how the
dominoes have fallen.We also
know the BJP likes to detail. In
Bengal, the Special Intensive
Revision was thrown into the
“poriborton” mix of caste and
gender and religion; alongside
these pages, senior journalist
Jayanta Ghosal writes how the BJP
decided to subdue the “Jai Shri
Ram” narrative it has favoured
elsewhere to focus, instead, on the
anti-incumbency ills associated
with Mamata Banerjee. Even
Bangladesh was not spared in this
“no stone to be left unturned”
strategy — Dinesh Trivedi, former
Trinamool Congress MP who
moved to the BJP five years ago,
was sent to Dhaka as High
Commissioner (a story broken by
my colleague Ujwal Jalali) — to
showcase its pro-Bengal intent. The focus on Punjab has
been a long time coming. PM Modi visited Gurdwara
Sachkhand Ballan in February to mark the anniversary of
Sant Ravidas, revered by the Sikh Ravidassia sect, while
the sect head was given a Padma Shri in January — about
22 per cent of the state’s Sikhs are Dalits. Haryana CM
Nayab Singh Saini’s forays into Punjab in a turban are
well-known.

It seems the seven defector AAP MPs who recently joined

the BJP will soon set up camp in Chandigarh — their
staffers are already here. Even the banquet for

Vietnamese President To Lam in Rashtrapati Bhavan
earlier this week was designed by Punjab celebrity chef
Harpal Singh Sokhi (check out his interview and food
stories-cum-recipes in The Tribune) — the menu
featured Bathinda vaale aloo, Dal Amritsari, and with a
nod to Haryana, Hisar bajra khichdi.With speculation
gaining ground that elections in Punjab will be held
towards the end of the year — Census operations are
likely to start by middle-January 2027, which means
they can’t overlap with the conduct of polls — the state
BJP is certainly sharpening its metaphorical knives. It
hasn’t escaped anybody’s notice that the ED named the
president of AAP Punjab, Aman Arora, as being linked
with one of the realtors raided on Thursday morning.Oh
yes, the gloves are off. The BJP is targeting the ruling

AAP. CM Bhagwant Mann is hitting back at the Akali
Dal — and implicitly, the BJP — by upping the ante
against the 2015 sacrilege incidents that took place when
the Akalis-BJP were in power. AAP will certainly fight to
keep Punjab, keenly aware it is the only way it will still
be taken seriously as the third pole in Indian politics. The
recent passage of the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib
Satkar (Amendment) Act, 2026, is also intended to
whittle down the incredible influence of the SGPC (and
therefore the Akali Dal), which issues AAP-critical
statements every day.

Winning Bengal has certainly pumped up the BJP. And yet,

Hung mandate: Let Tamil Nadu Assembly floor decide

as Delhi’s Lt Governor Taranjit Sandhu — grandson of
Teja Singh Samundri, a blue-blooded reformer of the
1920s Gurdwara reform movement and a founder
member of the SGPC — discovered, as the BJP candidate
for the Amritsar Lok Sabha seat in mid-2024, that the
powerful Sikh peasantry wasn’t ready to let him into their
villages, even to campaign. (He had much better luck with
the Hindu communities.)

That big question remains, even if much else has changed
these past two years. Are Punjab’s Sikhs prepared to let
the BJP in today?Or, perhaps, that’s not the right question,
because it would be folly to think the Sikhs are an
undifferentiated, holistic group of people. The right
question, perhaps, should be : How will the different Sikh
communities, or castes, vote? And will some Sikh
castes/communities let BJP
candidates in, more than
others?Certainly the BIJP will
attempt to fragment the Sikh vote,
in the hope that it can wean some
people away. Talk of a BJP-Akali
Dal alliance, before or after the poll,
refuses to go away, despite Home
Minister Amit Shah’s
announcement the BJP will fight
alone. It’s clear the two parties need
each other — the Akalis need the
Hindu vote the BJP can provide and
the BJP needs the Akali vote.

The big difference between 2024,
when BJP-Akali Dal talks fractured
over which party would get more
seats in the Lok Sabha polls, and
now is that most of the country
today, including big Bengal, has
been coloured saffron. In this
scenario, will Shah still be willing
to play second fiddle to Akali Dal’s
Sukhbir Badal?

Where, you might ask, is the grand
old party in this political melee?

The interesting thing about the Congress, which has just

dumped its old partner, the DMK, in Tamil Nadu, and won

back Kerala on an anti-incumbency Left vote, is that it has

a good chance of retaking Punjab — if'its various factions

can still come together and hang together and woo the

citizenry in its favour. (At the moment, though, that seems
like a really tough ask.)It may well, then, be time for

Punjab to (tunelessly) hum the Satinder Sartaaj two-liner :

Saanu saariyaan visar gaiyaan raavan ve/Kehre paase

jaiye sajana. All our paths seem to have disappeared/What

direction should I take now?

The Governor is expected to determine which formation is most likely to command the confidence of the Assembly

TAMIL Nadu’s unfolding post-election uncertainty has

once again brought the constitutional role of the
Governor under scrutiny. With Vijay’s Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam emerging as the single largest party

but falling short of the halfway mark, the |
question before Raj Bhavan is politically =
explosive yet constitutionally settled: who
should be invited to form the government? The
Constitution does not automatically grant the
single largest party the right to govern. The
Governor is expected to determine which
formation is most likely to command the
confidence of the Assembly. However,
decades of political controversies have shown
how this discretionary power can become a |
source of suspicion, allegations of bias and
charges of partisan intervention. The Supreme
Court has repeatedly clarified the
constitutional position, emphasising that majority
must be tested on the floor of the House, not in the

Governor’s subjective satisfaction. The Karnataka
2018 episode is the clearest precedent, when the BJP
emerged as the single largest party but lacked a

majority. The Governor invited it to form the
government and granted 15 days to prove numbers.

The SC intervened, ordered an immediate floor test to
prevent prolonged political manoeuvring and possible
defections. Unable to gather support, BJP’s
Yediyurappa resigned before the trust vote,
after which HD Kumaraswamy formed the
government with Congress support. In 2017,
in Goa, the Governor invited a post-poll
coalition because it demonstrated majority
support earlier than the Congress, despite the
latter being the largest party. These cases
establish a crucial principle: numbers on the
Assembly floor matter more than claims
outside t.

( If Vijay can demonstrate a workable majority,
he should be allowed to take oath and face a
floor test within days. Equally, if another
coalition reaches the majority mark first, it too
has a legitimate constitutional claim. Hung
verdicts are part of democracy. Constitutional
ambiguity should not be.

UAE-Israel ties have deeper historical roots

It is shortsighted for India to give primacy to one Arab peninsula state, as it is doing today

RESPONSIBLE sections of the western media have
reported that Israel has deployed its Iron Dome and Iron
Beam anti-missile defences in the UAE during this
period of intense armed hostilities, currently paused, in
the Gulf. Along with the equipment, military personnel
have also been sent to the Arab Gulf country. These
systems have been sent, for the first time, by Israel
outside its territories. Neither Israel nor the UAE have
denied the reports; hence, there is no reason to doubt
their veracity.The US, under the Trump 1
administration, brokered the normalisation of UAE-
Israeli ties in 2020. This was under the rubric of the
Abraham Accords. Under their agreement, [srael and the
UAE established diplomatic, commercial and security
ties. Observers are tracing the deployment of the Iron
Dome and the Iron Beam systems to the normalisation of
Israel-UAE ties. However, the reasons lie deeper in
history.The implacable enmity between Israel and Iran
goes back to the beginning of the Khomeini Revolution
in 1979. In the past 47 years, Iran has refused to
recognise Israel's right to exist. That was a position taken
by all the Arab states until Egypt recognised Israel in
1978, under Anwar-us-Sadat, in the Camp David
Accords. The Arab states considered it a sellout, as did
Khomeini. This was different from the Shah of Iran's
approach to Israel; the Shah fled Iran in January 1979.
Khomeini returned to the country in February that year
and soon took it in his iron grip. That system has
continued under the Vilayat-e-Faqih framework.

The UAE's animosity towards Iran has historical roots. It
arose from the traditional cultural superciliousness of
Persians towards the Arab bedouin and the disdain with
which the Shah treated them. This was exhibited when
he occupied the Greater and the Lesser Tunbs and Abu
Musa just days before the UAE was formed in December
1971. The Tunbs were disputed between Iran and Ras al

All officials present, including me, left the chamber.
Gujral and Abdullah were together for around 20
minutes. Gujral came out and looked troubled. When
some of the accompanying officials were alone with
him and could talk to him in confidence, they asked
what had happened. His words are embedded in my
memory. He said that Abdullah had cautioned him on
Iran and then had added these words: "We can imagine
ourselves to be in the same trenches with Israel against
Iran"! In the context of the times, this was a bombshell.
While it was known that Sheikh Zayed, UAE President
and Abu Dhabi ruler, as well as some rulers of the six
other UAE sheikhdoms did not have positive feelings
for Iran, the possibility of their making common cause
with Israel against Iran had never been contemplated in
Delhi. A little under three decades later, Israel and the
UAE have made common cause against Iran and how!
The UAE has moved away in its approaches to society and
diplomacy from other Arab Gulf'states in recent years. A
substantial degree of antipathy has emerged between
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS)
and Mohammed bin Zayed (MBZ), the current Abu
Dhabi ruler. UAE senior officials have openly
complained that none of the other Arab Gulf'states came
to their country's support when it was facing a far higher
degree of missile and drone attacks by Iran since the

Khaimah and Abu Musa between Sharjah and Iran. The
Iranian action further embittered relations, but the extent
and persistence of negativity became clear when in early
1997, the UAE's Minister of State for Foreign Affairs
(and now Foreign Minister) Abdullah bin Zayed
conveyed an astonishing position to India's then External
Affairs Minister IK Gujral. I know this personally and it
would be timely to disclose it in more detail than he has
done earlier.Gujral visited Tehran and decided to spend a
few hours in Abu Dhabi to meet his counterpart on his

way back to Delhi. In Tehran, apart from bilateral ties, he
focussed on the situation in Afghanistan, where the
Taliban had captured Kabul some five months before his
visit. Both Iran and India along with Russia were
assisting the anti-Taliban alliance. While an exchange of
views on Palestine took place, the situation in the Gulf
and Iran-Gulf relations were not on the agenda; there
was no need for them to be so.After the Abdullah-Gujral
meeting had gone on for some time, after discussions on
bilateral ties, the former asked to meet the latter alone.

beginning of'the present conflict.

This is not far from the facts. In a kind of response, the

UAE left OPEC and OPEC+. Having the sixth largest oil
reserves and producing over 3 million barrels per day of
oil, the UAE is a significant factor in the hydrocarbons
world. It will try to chart its own path, but OPEC+
countries will continue to dominate the oil markets. It is
likely that the UAE will get more elbow room for taking
independent decisions on its oil production, but it will
have to align itself on other issues with OPEC +.
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West Bengal govt to
implement Ayushman Bharat
scheme: How to apply for Rs
5 lakh cashless treatment

MORBI.(Agency)

The newly elected BJP government led by Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari has made a host of
announcements at its first Cabinet in Nabanna, West
Bengal. Much to expectations, the Bengal
government has announced that the state will be
aligned to centre's Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana' (PM-JAY). Under the
Ayushman Bharat health-insurance scheme,
citizens can avail cashless treatment of Rs 5
lakh.Ayushman Bharat, world's largest health-
insurance scheme, offers annual hospitalisation
benefits of up to Rs 5 lakh per family for secondary
and tertiary care.l. Ayushman Bharat —Pradhan
Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana provides cashless and
paperless access to services for the beneficiary at the
point of service. AB-PMJAY is the world’s largest
Government funded health assurance scheme.

ALSO READ: 6.5 lakh people registered under
Ayushman Bharat in Delhi

2. The benefits under AB-PMJAY are portable across
the country. There is no cap on family size, or age or
gender.3. Entitled families are able to use the quality
health services they need without facing financial
hardships.4. AB-PMJAY provides services only for
inpatient treatment, therefore, only hospitals
providing inpatient services are empanelled under
this scheme.5. AB-PMJAY provides treatment
corresponding to a total of 1669 procedures under
26 different specialties including chronic diseases
like Cancer, Diabetes, Heart Disease and other non-
communicable diseases and renal and corneal
transplant. Chemotherapy and Radiotherapy
packages, along with surgical oncology are covered
as part of cancer treatment under the scheme.

Impact of higher fuel prices
yet to hit Indian consumers:

Uday Kotak

New Delhi.(Agency)

Atatime of rising geopolitical uncertainty and fears of
an energy-price shock from the ongoing Middle East
conflict, Uday Kotak on Tuesday urged India Inc and
policymakers to prepare for “rough weather”,
warning that the impact of higher fuel prices is yet to
fully hit Indian consumers.

Speaking at the CII Annual Business Summit 2026,
Kotak said India must prepare itself for economic
shocks before they arrive rather than react after the
damage is done.“I would like India to assume we
will be in rough weather and prepare to do very well
in rough weather. Men and women and strength are
not built in good weather,” Kotak said during the
session.He warned that India has not yet fully
experienced the impact of the recent surge in global
energy prices triggered by tensions in the Middle
East, but said the transmission of higher oil prices
into the domestic economy was inevitable.

“We have not seen the impact in the last two months of
the Middle East war in terms of energy price
transmission. It’s coming, and it’s coming big, and
consumers have not felt the pressure atall,” he said.

Explaining the likely impact on households, Kotak
said consumers with limited incomes would face a
double blow as fuel costs rise directly and also push
up prices of other goods dependent on transportation
and energy inputs.“The shock is coming. Oil
companies had the ability to be the shock absorber,
and it’s a large amount of money,” he said, adding
that the situation could improve only if geopolitical
tensions ease quickly.Kotak also highlighted the
growing role of domestic investors in India’s
economy, contrasting it with foreign capital flows.
According to him, while foreign investors have
invested roughly ?1.5 trillion, domestic investors
including retail participants and insurance
companies have invested nearly ?80 trillion into the
economy.

Stock markets open lower as
oil surge, US-Iran conflict
hurt sentiment

New Delhi.(Agency)

Equity benchmark indices tumbled in early trade on
Tuesday amid rising crude oil prices as uncertainty
surrounding the West Asia conflict clouded markets'
confidence.Unabated foreign fund outflows also
dragged the markets lower.The 30-share BSE
Sensex fell by 525.44 points to 75,489.84 in early
trade. The 50-share NSE Nifty dropped 164.5 points
to 23,651.35.From the 30-Sensex firms, Tata
Consultancy Services, Infosys, Tech Mahindra,
HCL Tech, Adani Ports and Bajaj Finserv were
among the major laggards.

Bharti Airtel and NTPC were the winners.

Brent crude, the global oil benchmark, traded 0.93 per
cent higher at USD 105.2 per barrel.

"The ongoing US-Iran conflict continues to weigh on
global sentiment, keeping risk appetite subdued
across financial markets and resulting in heightened
headline-driven volatility across equities and
commodities.Investors remain wary as uncertainty
surrounding the duration and potential outcome of
the conflict continues to cloud market confidence,"
Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich Money, an online trading
and wealth-tech firm, said.US President Donald
Trump on Monday said the ceasefire with Iran was at
its "weakest" and on "massive life support", a day
after he rejected Tehran's proposal to end the
months-long war as "totally unacceptable".

"It s at its weakest. After reading that piece of garbage
they sent us. It's on life support, massive life
support," Trump told reporters at the Oval Office in
response to a question on the ceasefire with Iran in
the wake of the rejection of the peace
proposal.Foreign Institutional Investors (FILs)
offloaded equities worth Rs 8,437.56 crore on
Monday, according to exchange data.In Asian
markets, South Korea's benchmark Kospi and
Shanghai's SSE Composite index were trading
lower, while Japan's benchmark Nikkei 225 index
and Hong Kong's Hang Seng index quoted higher.

India declines US-sanctioned
Russian LNG despite supply strain

India has told Russia it will not
buy liquefied natural gas
cargoes covered by US
sanctions. The decision has left
a tanker waiting near Singapore
and underlined the compliance
risks around Russian LNG.

New Delhi,.(Agency)

India has declined Russia’s offer to sell it
liquefied natural gas subject to US
sanctions despite a shortfall driven by
Middle East tensions, said two sources
with direct knowledge of the matter,
leaving a tanker bound for India in limbo
as talks continue on permitted cargoes.

The stance highlights the fine balance the
world’s third-biggest oil importer and

consumer is seeking to strike between
securing energy supplies and avoiding
LNG cargoes on which the US has placed
sanctions, which are harder to disguise
and carry greater compliance risk. It also
underscores the limits of Moscow’s
ability to pivot its LNG exports to new
markets.India's reluctance has left an
LNG cargo from Russia's US-sanctioned
Portovaya plant in the Baltic Sea unable
to discharge, despite indicating India as
its destination in mid-April, one of the
sources said.The vessel was tracked
despite documentation suggesting the
cargo was non-Russian, the source
added.Reuters had reported in mid-April,
citing LSEG shipping data, that the
138,200-cubic-metre tanker Kunpeng
was heading to the Dahej LNG import
terminal in western India. The vessel is
now near Singaporean waters with no
destination broadcast, according to
LSEG.India, the biggest buyer of Russian
seaborne crude, conveyed its decision

not to buy LNG that was under sanction
to Russia’s Deputy Energy Minister
Pavel Sorokin during his April 30 visit,

when he met Indian officials including
Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri, one of the sources
said. It was their second meeting in as
many months, and Sorokin could return
in June for further talks, said the
source.India’s Oil and Gas Ministry and
Russia’s embassy in Delhi did not
immediately respond to requests for
comment. RUSSIA KEEN TO SELL,

INDIAN COMPANIES CAUTIOUS'

India’s purchases of Russian crude have

meanwhile continued unabated, aided by
a temporary waiver of U.S. sanctions
introduced to help countries cope with an
energy crisis resulting from the US-
Israeli war on Iran, which began on
February 28.Arctic LNG 2 is Russia's
other export plant subject to US
sanctions. Washington stepped up
sanctions on the LNG plants in early
2025 over Russia's war on Ukraine.

While crude oil cargoes can be hidden

through ship-to-ship transfers at sea,
LNG shipments are far harder to conceal
from satellite tracking, one of the sources
said.India is open to buying authorised
Russian LNG, but most of those volumes
are committed to Europe, the source said.
The source said China remains a major
buyer of both sanctioned and
unsanctioned Russian LNG.Moscow is
also seeking long-term deals to supply
India with LNG and fertilisers .

Al can improve portfolios, but good investing
still needs context: Geojit's Jones George

—
As India's retail investing boom
accelerates, Al-driven tools are
reshaping how investors access
markets and build portfolios. But
technology alone cannot replace
discipline, judgment and long-term
financial understanding, says Jones
George, Executive Director at Geojit

Financial Services.
—

New Delhi.(Agency)
India’s retail investing landscape is
undergoing a major transformation,
driven by rising participation in
equities, digital investing platforms and
growing use of Al-led tools. But even as
long-term investing gains traction,
speculative trading behaviour
continues to dominate among a large
segment of new investors.In an
interview with IndiaToday.in, Jones
George, Executive Director at Geojit
Financial Services, spoke about the
evolution of retail investing in India, the
growing dominance of derivatives
trading, investor behaviour during

volatile markets, the role of Al in
portfolio construction and why hybrid
“phygital” wealth models could define
the future of investing.Q. Retail
participation in India has surged
sharply, but data shows a large share of
activity is still concentrated in

derivatives, where most retail investors
tend to lose money. Do you see clear
evidence of a shift towards long-term
wealth creation, or is the trading
mindset still dominant beneath the
surface?Retail participation has
undoubtedly deepened, but it is
happening in two parallel tracks. On
one side, we are seeing a very healthy
structural shift toward long-term wealth
creation through SIPs, mutual funds,
retirement products, and diversified
investment portfolios. The consistent
growth in systematic investing and the
increasing acceptance of goal-based

investing are strong indicators of
maturity.At the same time, the trading
mindset, particularly in derivatives,
remains dominant for a large segment
of new entrants, especially younger
investors attracted by speed, leverage,
and short-term excitement. Many enter
markets through trading before they
understand investing. So, the shift is
real, but incomplete. The challenge for
the industry is to convert participation
into disciplined investing. Platforms,
advisors, and regulators must work
together to move investors from
speculation to financial planning. True
financial inclusion is not just about
market access; it is about helping
people stay invested long enough to
create wealth or achieve their financial
goals.Q. Markets have seen sharp
swings in recent months, from global
shocks such as the West Asia conflict to
domestic corrections. In your view, has
this phase of volatility improved
investor discipline, or has it pushed
retail investors towards more reactive,
short-term behaviour?Volatility tends
to reveal investor behaviour more than
it changes it. For disciplined investors,
market corrections often reinforce the
importance of asset allocation,
diversification, and staying invested
through cycles.

Govt reduces oil, gas royalty burden
across offshore and deepwater blocks

SYDNEY.(Agency)

The Centre has reduced the royalty
burden on crude oil and casing head
condensate production from offshore
deepwater and ultra-deepwater blocks,
according to revised royalty provisions
notified in the latest schedule under the
oil and gas regime. Under the revised
structure, royalty for deepwater areas
has been fixed at 5 per cent for the first
seven years from the commencement
of commercial production and 10 per
cent from the eighth year onwards.For
ultra-deepwater blocks, no royalty will
be charged for the first seven years of
commercial production. In addition, a

With gold prices showing little
movement in recent days, many
investors are left wondering what
to do next. Is this a pause before
another rise, or a good moment
to lock in profits and sell?

New Delhi.(Agency)

For many Indians, gold is more than just a
metal. It is tradition, emotion and a trusted
savings option, especially during
weddings. But lately, the yellow metal has
not seen the kind of sharp price rally many
expected. Even as global tensions remain
high, buying activity appears subdued
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged
people to avoid non-essential gold
purchases for a year amid rising economic
pressure.At around 11:30 am, MCX Gold
was trading at Rs 1,53,850, up slightly by
Rs 183. While prices remain elevated, the
pace of movement has slowed, with
traders closely watching global
developments and domestic sentiment.

WHY PM MODI’S REMARKS MATTER
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent

appeal asking Indians to avoid buying

royalty rate of 5 per cent will apply
from the eighth year
onwards.Moreover, the revised royalty
schedule covers areas awarded under
various regimes, including
nomination-based awards to national
oil companies, blocks awarded before
the New Exploration Licensing Policy
(NELP), and areas awarded under the
Hydrocarbon Exploration and
Licensing Policy (HELP) and
Discovered Small Field (DSF) Policy.
For onland and shallow water areas,
royalty rates remain at 12.5 per cent in
most categories, while certain offshore
and ultra-deepwater production

categories will attract lower levies.The
government has also retained a 7.5 per
cent royalty rate for some categories
specified under the revised framework,
while production-sharing contracts
awarded under earlier policies will
continue to follow rates specified in
respective agreements.The
government’s move comes at a time
when economies across the world are
facing pressure due to the ongoing
conflict in West Asia and rising
volatility in global energy markets.

Additionally, the government has said
that we have adequate stocks of
petroleum products.

Groww shares tumble
sharply after block deal:
Should investors worry?

New Delhi.(Agency)

Shares of Billionbrains Garage Ventures, the
parent company of Groww, fell sharply on
Tuesday after a large block deal involving early
investors triggered heavy selling pressure on
the stock.The stock dropped as much as 10%
during intraday trade before recovering
partially. Shares were later trading around Rs
186-187 levels, still significantly lower than
the previous close. The sharp decline came after
reports that several early investors, including
Peak XV, Ribbit Capital and other institutional
backers, were looking to pare stakes through
block deals following the expiry of the
company’s pre-IPO lock-in period.According
to media reports, the shares were offered at a
discount to the previous closing price, which
added to selling pressure on the counter.

Why did Groww shares fall?

The biggest trigger behind the selloff appears to
be the sudden increase in supply after the lock-
in expiry.When lock-in periods end after a
company’s listing, early investors and pre-IPO
shareholders become eligible to sell their
holdings in the open market. Large stake sales
by institutional investors often pressure stock
prices temporarily, especially if transactions
happen at discounted prices.Markets also tend
to interpret such exits cautiously, particularly in
newly listed technology and fintech companies
where valuations remain sensitive.

Groww has been one of India’s closely watched
fintech listings, benefiting from the country’s
retail investing boom and rising participation in
equities and derivatives trading.However,
analysts said Tuesday’s sharp fall does not
necessarily signal weakness in the company’s
underlying business.Large investor exits after
lock-in expiries are common in listed startups
and fintech firms. Venture capital and private
equity investors typically monetise part of their
holdings after listing, especially following
strong gains in stock prices.

Importantly, there has been no major negative
operational update or regulatory action against
the company linked to Tuesday’s fall. Analysts
tracking the fintech and broking sector said the
correction appears largely driven by supply
pressure, profit booking and broader market
weakness rather than deterioration in
fundamentals.

gold for weddings for one year may have
sounded surprising at first. In a country
where gold is closely tied to celebrations,
family traditions and long-term savings,
the suggestion has sparked
conversations.However, the message
comes against a larger economic
backdrop. India is dealing with pressure
from rising crude oil prices and
uncertainty linked to tensions in West
Asia. Concerns around the Strait of
Hormuz, one of the world’s busiest oil
shipping routes, have added to worries
over energy supplies and import
bills.Since India imports both crude oil
and large quantities of gold, higher
purchases can put additional strain on the
country’s foreign exchange reserves and
weigh on the rupee.

STEADY YET STRONG
Even though physical demand may have

slowed, market experts say gold prices
are still finding support from global
uncertainty.Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich
Money, believes MCX Gold is showing
renewed strength after breaking out of a
recent consolidation phase.“MCX Gold
opened with a gap up and is trading near
the Rs 1,54,000 zone, breaking out of the
recent consolidation range and trading
above the ascending trendline with

renewed bullish momentum. Immediate
resistance stands at Rs 1,54,750-Rs
1,55,000; a sustained move above this
level could extend the rally toward Rs
1,55,500-Rs 1,56,000,” he said.He added
that Rs 1,53,000 remains an important

support level. If prices fail to hold above
it, gold could slip back into the Rs
1,51,500-Rs 1,53,500 range. Still,
Ponmudi believes the near-term outlook
remains “cautiously bullish”, helped by
safe-haven demand amid rising
geopolitical tensions.

WHAT IS DRIVING VOLATILITY IN

GOLD?

According to Gaurav Garg, research analyst

at Lemonn Markets Desk, recent price
swings in gold and silver are being
influenced by multiple factors at the same
time.“The recent volatility in gold and

Gold prices remain steady: Should you sell now or wait?

silver markets can be attributed to a mix of
geopolitical risks and technical trading
patterns, with investors balancing these
factors against expectations of
forthcoming economic data,” Garg said.

In simple terms, investors are currently

caught between fear and caution. On
one hand, global uncertainty is
supporting gold prices. On the other,
traders are waiting for fresh
economic signals before making
aggressive bets. TECHNICAL
SIGNALS STILL FAVOUR ‘BUY
ONDIPS’

Dr Ravi Singh, Chief Research Officer
at Master Capital Services Limited,
said MCX Gold June futures
continue to hold a positive

trend.“MCX Gold June utures maintained

their upward trajectory, closing at

153,663, up 0.74%, as the metal

capitalises on its recent breakout. This

advance reinforces the bullish structure,
with prices now holding firmly above the

153,000 level,” Singh said.He said that

technical indicators continue to support a

‘buy on dips’ approach, with immediate

support around the Rs 1,52,000 level and

resistance near Rs 1,55,300.

Singh also pointed to broader global factors

helping gold prices stay firm.
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Catcalled, Beaten, Clothes Torn: Morning
Tea Horror For 2 Women In Delhi

The women alleged that one of them was molested and her clothes were torn, while the accused uttered racist slurs and even attacked them with a

New Delhi.(Agency)

Two women were sipping tea on a peaceful
Sunday morning in Delhi's Nehru Place.
Suddenly, a group of men started passing
derogatory remarks, a response from one
of the women to which instigated physical
assault. Soon, their clothes were torn and
they were allegedly molested as a crowd
watched, but no one intervened.

The incident occurred at a tea stall outside a
hotel on May 10 around 7 am. Two men
took off their shirts and starting catcalling,
the women recounted in their police
complaint. "We confronted them about it.
Afterwards, we moved further away and
sat down quietly," one of the women told
ANL

The men returned and were soon joined by

bamboo stick while they were trying to escape.

more, all provoking the two women -
one from Assam and the other from
Bihar - while also attacking them. The
women alleged that one of them was
molested and her clothes were torn,
while the accused uttered racist slurs =
and even attacked them with a bamboo
stick while they were trying to escape. |
"Those men came really close to us,
and when my friend pushed him, one
of them slapped her," one of the
women recounted.

According to police, one of the clips

recorded by the women, around two
minutes long, purportedly shows a group
of men hurling abuses at the women while
appearing to be under the influence of
alcohol. The video also allegedly captures

a tense exchange in which one of the
accused is heard attempting to stop the
recording. "In the footage, one of the men
can be heard saying, 'Bhai ye toh video
bana rahi hai, kya karey?' (She is making a
video, what should I do?) Following

which, abusive language was used," the
officer said.

As the incident unfolded, the women
claimed that several people stood
witness, some even "watching and
laughing", but no one responded to
calls for help. My blood pressure
dropped because of the aggression and
stress. We were also on our periods at
that time and were already
uncomfortable," one of the women told
PTIL.

The incident, one of the victims said, was
long in the making. "They tried to harass
me many times, but I never gave those
people any attention. Since my friends
were not present there on that particular
day, they took advantage of the situation.

The local police do not patrol the area at
night," she said. The accused continued to
follow them and they did not feel protected
even while the police accompanied them,
the women said.

Even after the incident was over, the women

felt the fear of being followed, the trauma
of the alleged assault and the struggle to
feel normal again. "I haven't been able to
eat or sleep since the incident. My entire
body is in pain. I'm worried about my
mental health," one of them told PTL. "l am
bold, and I want to continue being bold,
but I also want to feel safe. I am able to
speak up, but there are many girls who
cannot. What will happen to them? That is
why I want safety," the woman from
Assam added.

Delhi HC okays relocation of three

slum clusters near PM’s residence

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi High Court on Monday directed the
inhabitants of three slum clusters near the Prime
Minister’s residence in the Race Course area to vacate
the camps within 15 days and move to the alternative
location provided by government authorities. The
court cited “security concerns” and said the authorities
would be free to take action after they fail to comply
with the order.

Justice Purushaindra Kumar Kaurav said that the
residents were first served eviction notices on October
29, 2025, and “sufficient time has elapsed since then™.
The court accepted the authorities’ contention related
to the “contemporary geopolitical events”, and their
“national security concerns”, as specific reasons for
eviction.The court was hearing petitions filed by
residents of Bhai Ram Camp, DID Camp, and Masjid
Camp, who challenged their eviction and relocation to
Savda Ghevrain outer Delhi.

The judge noted that the government had taken the policy
decision due to “national security concerns” and said
that the court “ought not to be too eager to interfere”
with such actions.

The bench held that the ‘right to shelter and livelihood’
were ‘intricately connected’” to the right to life,
protected under Article 21 (right to life) of the
Constitution. The rehabilitation, however, would itself
not violate constitutional rights if authorities comply
with rehabilitation policies and ensure adequate
facilities.

Therefore, it directed the government to ensure
compliance with the provisions of the DUSIB (Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement Board) policy and the
DUSIB protocol, including securing education, travel,
water and sanitation facilities, etc. for the residents.
The petitioners had claimed that shifting families far
from their current homes would disrupt their
livelihood.

Delhi Fire Services to get
modernisation push under new

masterplan

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi government has decided to prepare a long-
term firefighting master plan aimed at strengthening
fire safety infrastructure and improving emergency
response mechanisms across the capital.

Delhi Home Minister Ashish Sood on Monday chaired
a review meeting with senior officials and divisional
officers of the Delhi Fire Services to assess fire
preparedness and prevention measures in the capital.
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During the meeting, officials reviewed existing fire
prevention systems, emergency response
preparedness, availability of modern firefighting
equipment, procurement of new fire vehicles and
plans for modernization of the Fire Department.
Discussions were also held on developing a
comprehensive Fire Fighting Master Plan to address
future requirements in view of national capital’s
expanding population and rapid urbanisation.

The meeting focused on improving response time,
modernising the department’s communication
systems and establishing an advanced command and
control network. The government also stressed the
need for advanced technical training for fire
personnel to keep pace with evolving technologies.

Sood directed officials to strengthen and
technologically upgrade Delhi’s fire safety system to
ensure swift action during emergencies. He said the
government was committed to modernising the Fire
Department’s infrastructure and machinery while
prioritising the safety of residents.

465 students barred from semester
exams for low attendance

New Delhi.(Agency)

Nearly 465 students of Shaheed
Rajguru College of Applied
Sciences for Women have been
declared ineligible to appear
for the upcoming end-
semester examinations after
failing to meet the minimum
attendance requirement
mandated by the University
of Delhi.

According to a notification, g :
students who did not secure =8
the required 66.67 per cent
attendance will not be
permitted to sit for semester
examinations. Departments
have also been directed to
circulate the list of
attendance defaulters in class
groups to ensure students are
informed about their examination
status,

Confirming the move, principal

Payal Maggo said the college was
obligated to implement university
regulations strictly. She stated that
students falling short of the

prescribed attendance percentage
could not be allowed to take the
examinations.

An analysis of the attendance data
revealed that Semester 2 recorded
the highest number of defaulters,

Mayor Pravesh Wahi peeved at
garbage pileup on roads

with 181 students accounting for

nearly 39 per cent of the total cases.
Semester 6 had 113 students barred

from exams, followed by 112
students in Semester 4 and 59
students in Semester 8. The
notification highlighted the
strict enforcement of the
attendance policy. with even
marginal shortages resulting
in disqualification.The
development sparked debate
over attendance policies at
the University of Delhi.
Students have often argued
that internships, preparation
for competitive
examinations, and long
commuting hours make it
difficult to maintain rigid
attendance requirements, raising
questions about balancing
academic discipline with flexibility
in higher education.

Livelihood at stake ahead of

New Delhi.(Agency)

Shop owners near Ashok Nagar metro station are
fearing loss of livelihood. The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi and the Delhi
Development Authority are scheduled to
undertake a sealing drive on Tuesday against
properties or shops in that area, citing that
commercial activities cannot be carried out in a
residential area.

An official letter, accessed by this newspaper, was
sent by the DDA to the DCP (East) on May 6,
requesting for police assistance during the
sealing drive near the New Ashok Nagar Metro
Station road and in Village Chilla Saroda
Bangar.

The letter further stated that the sealing
programme directed by the monitoring
committee will be carried out by the MCD as per
the identification of properties by the DDA and
under the supervision of the assistant director
(LM East Zone), DDA, and the concerned AE,
MCD.

Despite the official orders, there was no
intimation provided to the shop owner or
residents regarding the drive. “The information
spread among us through word of mouth and

Wahi visited various locations

New Delhi.(Agency)

Mayor Pravesh Wahi conducted an extensive inspection in
the city’s Badli area under the Civil Lines Zone to review
the ground-level status of sanitation arrangements and
civic amenities in the
locality.During the inspection, §
he also expressed deep ¥
dissatisfaction after witnessing
garbage scattered across several [
locations, debris lying §
unattended on roads, and the
severely deteriorated sanitation
conditions in the Badli area.

across the area and met
residents, listened to their
grievances and instructed the senior officials present on
the spot to ensure immediate resolution of the issues raised
by the public.

A video of the mayor personally picking up garbage was

seen on social media that was aimed at sending a strong

message to officials and sanitation staff that cleanliness in
Delhi is a core responsibility of the municipal corporation,
not merely a formality.The mayor’s approach and
intervention were welcomed by local residents, who
expressed satisfaction over the
immediate action and appreciated
the administration’s
responsiveness in addressing civic
issues on the ground, said officials.
He also strongly reprimanded the
officials concerned and sanitation
staff and categorically stated that
any form of negligence or
indifference towards cleanliness
and public services would not be
tolerated under any circumstances.

During his interaction with shopkeepers and traders in the

area, he appealed to them to mandatorily place dustbins
outside their establishments. The mayor stated that the
responsibility of making Delhi clean and well-organised
does not rest solely with the Municipal Corporation.

was sudden,” said a shop owner in the area while
adding, “We started shutting the shops with
bricks from Sunday.”

The last two days in that arca have captured an
image which is different from usual. What
appears to be usually a crowded neighbourhood
market selling groceries, vegetables, meat and
daily essentials resembled a construction zone
instead.

Frontages of shops were being walled up, goods
being shifted onto pavements, and bewildered
residents wandering from one blocked
shopfront to another trying to find basic
necessities.Sandeep, who has been running a
grocery store in that area for several years now,
said, “There are around 1,500-1,800 shops here,
and we have been put in a difficult spot all of a
sudden and are clueless about what to do.”
Another shop owner, Vijender, said, “We don’t
know what the civic authorities want; such
actions hamper the livelihood of so many
people.”

‘Continue driving’: Delhi gets its first
barrier-free toll plaza on UER-II

New Delhi.(Agency)
(On Monday (May 11), all 24

. barriers at Mundka-Bakkarwala toll
w plaza on Urban Extension Road (UER)-
Bakkarwala toll plaza on Il went up. Tl;c I _Fa[r]c disglaf:'i{ S‘Ili“nc

1 cTas, sht an ag
Urban Extension Road cameras,. Signal Ug

(UER)-II went up. The fare
displays, line cameras, signal
light and FASTag readers

were turned off. A :

old system with a new one, thus, also
rectangular structure marked the beginning of Delhi-NCR’s first
mounted on each lane gantry and India’s second Multi-Lane Free Flow

with three high-tech cameras
and high-performance

FASTag readers went live
instead.

— R ————

readers were turned off. A rectangular
structure mounted on each lane gantry I
with three high-tech cameras and high- =
performance FASTag readers went live
instead.The new board on the toll plaza |
read: “Continue driving”. Replacing the *

(MLFF) barrier-less tolling system.

Union Minister of Road Transport and
Highways, Nitin Gadkari, inaugurated the
advanced folling system at Mundaka on
Monday. This is a major milestone in the
electronic toll collection (ETC) infrastructure
of the country, which was started in 2014,

On Monday (May 11), all 24 boom

replacing the manual tolling system.

Now, vehicles will not have to stop at the toll
plaza for user fee or toll payment. The toll
amount will be deducted with the help of
high-performance Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) readers and Automatic
Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) cameras
mounted over the gantry. The RFID and
ANPR cameras work and read the FASTag
and Vehicle registration Number (VRN) even

when vehicles being driven at a speed of 80-
100 kmph pass the gate, and the required
amount gets deducted.

UER-II, officially called NH-344M, isa 75.7-
km-long six-lane highway in Delhi, which
starts from Mahipalpur and ends at Alipur.

Commuters crossing the toll gate on Monday
morning were surprised and ended up
stopping hesitantly even though boom
barriers were up. Meanwhile, at lane number
14, Vikas Shukla, a toll supervisor,
continuously waved hand asking drivers not
to stop. “Aage badhiye, toll apne aap hi kat

jaayega (Move ahead, the toll will be

deducted automatically),” Shukla said to a

person driving an SUV. He added that the new

system is expected to end fights reported at
the toll gate.“The work at a toll booth is very
difficult. People say all kinds of things to you.
Even when they are at fault. Everyday, there
was something or the other,” said Puneet
Mishra, another employee at the fee plaza.
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Epstein files on display at
New York pop-up exhibit, all
3.5 million pages

KATHMANDU. (Agency)

A US transparency advocacy group has opened a
temporary exhibition in New York with only one text
on display: a print-out of all the files released by the
US Department of Justice -- roughly 3.5 million
pages -- relating to financier and convicted sex
criminal Jeffrey Epstein.The library, dubbed "The
Donald J. Trump and Jeffrey Epstein Memorial
Reading Room," has bound all the documents
released under the Epstein Files Transparency Act in
3,437 volumes, all numbered and organized on
shelves."The truth is hard to deny when it's printed
and bound for you to see," reads the website for the
Institute of Primary Facts, the Washington-based
nonprofit behind the display.Those interested in
seeing the files at the library in Tribeca can do so by
registering online.However, due to errors by the
Department of Justice in failing to redact the names of
some of the victims included in the documents, the
general public is not allowed to consult the files. The
exhibit offers exceptions for some professionals like
journalists and lawyers.The pop-up also has a display
on the longstanding relationship between President
Donald Trump and Epstein, who died in federal
custody in 2019 while awaiting trial on sex
trafficking charges involving minors.

The pair were friends for decades before they
reportedly fell out in 2004 over a property deal, after
which Trump reportedly denounced his former ally.
He has repeatedly denied any wrongdoing after
showing up repeatedly in the so-called "Epstein
Files.”"We're a pro-democracy organization, with the
goal of educating the public using these kinds of sort
of pop-up museums and other in-real-life experiences
to help people understand the corruption in the
United States, the dangers to democracy," David
Garrett, one of the creators behind the project, told
AFP.

Nvidia CEQ Jensen Huang
Excluded From Trump's
China Visit: Report

World.(Agency)

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang is not going to Beijing
during President Donald Trump's trip to China this
week, a person familiar with the matter said on
Monday.Huang was not invited, the source said, with
the White House focusing more on agriculture and
commercial aviation matters, such as orders for
Boeing planes, on the current trip. The White House
did not immediately respond to a request for
comment.A number of CEOs were expected to travel
with Trump to help drum up business for US
companies, a top priority for his administration.

A person familiar with the matter confirmed last week
that Citigroup CEO Jane Fraser was invited.
Qualcomm CEO Cristiano Amon will attend as long
as the trip goes ahead as planned, another source with
knowledge of the matter said last week.

Trump has developed a strong relationship with Huang
since he has been in office and agreed to allow the
company's H200 AI chips to be exported to China.
But they have not yet been sold, Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick said on April 22nd, citing
difficulties with Chinese companies getting
permission to buy them from the Chinese
government.

Quest for a rare hird, a
landfill visit, a deadly
outbreak: How Leo
Schilperoord became
hantavirus 'patient zero’

World.(Agency)

Dutch ornithologist Leo Schilperoord, whose lifelong
quest for the rare and the beautiful ended in a global
health emergency, has been identified as patient zero
in the deadly hantavirus outbreak aboard the
expedition cruise ship MV Hondius, according to
Argentine authorities.

Authorities believe the 70-year-old and his wife,
Mirjam Schilperoord, 69, contracted the virus
during a birdwatching visit to a landfill outside
Ushuaia in late March.The couple, from Haulerwijk,
had spent five months traveling across South
America. They first arrived in Argentina on
November 27 before traveling through Chile and
Uruguay and returning to Argentina for another
birdwatching trip.Longtime bird enthusiasts, the
Schilperoords co-authored a study on pink-footed
geese in the Dutch ornithological magazine Het
Vogeljaar in 1984. Their travels also took them to Sri
Lanka in 2013, where they joined a private
birdwatching and wildlife tour and spotted the rare
Serendib Scops Owl.On March 27, the couple
visited a landfill outside Ushuaia that attracts
birdwatchers searching for the white-throated
caracara, also known as Darwin’s caracara after
Charles Darwin.Authorities suspect the couple
inhaled virus particles from the feces of long-tailed
pygmy rice rats carrying the Andes strain of
hantavirus, the only known form capable of
spreading from person to person.“It is common for
birdwatchers to visit landfills because there are
many birds there,” photographer and local guide
Gaston Bretti told Ansa Latina, adding, “It’s a
mountain of waste that today far exceeds the limit
initially established by the authorities,” as quoted by
the New York Post.Four days later, the couple
boarded the MV Hondius in Ushuaia on April 1
along with more than 100 passengers, many of them
birdwatchers and scientists.Leo Schilperoord
developed symptoms including fever, headache,
stomach pain and diarrhea on April 6 and died on
board five days later.
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Trump and Xi appear intent on keeping deep differences
over [ran war from overshadowing China summit

Beijing publicly insists that it

wants to see the war end,
and has been working
diplomatically hehind the
scenes to help its ally
Pakistan push to broker a
peace agreement.

and acknowledging that Xi's government
helped de-escalate the conflict last month
by nudging Tehran back to ceasefire talks
when negotiations wobbled.But ahead of
the US leader's high-stakes visit, the White
House has set low expectations that Trump

will be able to persuade Xi to change

China's posture.Instead,
administration seems determined not to let
differences on Iran overshadow efforts to
make headway on other difficult matters
in the complicated relationship — ranging
from trade to further Chinese cooperation

&
WASHINGTON. (Agency)

President Donald Trump on Tuesday is set to
leave for Beijing to meet with President Xi
Jinping after weeks of trying, and failing, to
persuade the Chinese government to use its
considerable leverage to prod Iran to agree
to US terms to end the two-month old war
— or at the very least, reopen the critical
Strait of Hormuz.Trump has veered
between venting that China, the world's
biggest buyer of Iranian oil, hasn't done
more to get the Islamic Republic in line,

Bloomberg TV

to block exports of fentanyl precursors.
"We don't want this to be something that
derails the broader relationship or the
agreements that might come out of our
meeting in Beijing," US Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer said on
last week.US
administration sanctioned China ahead of
the tripBeijing publicly insists that it wants
to see the war end, and has been working
diplomatically behind the scenes to help its
ally Pakistan push to broker a peace
agreement. It has also sent a "subtle

the

Pakistan quietly sheltered Iranian military
aircraft during US conflict: Report

PESHAWAR.(Agency)

Pakistan has allowed Iranian military

aircraft to use its airfields during the
recent Iran-US conflict, despite
publicly positioning itself as a
mediator between Tehran and
Washington, according to US officials
familiar with the matter.

Officials told CBS News that, shortly

after President Donald Trump
announced a ceasefire with Iran in
early April, Tehran moved several
aircraft to Pakistan Air Force Base Nur
Khan near Rawalpindi, one of
Pakistan’s most strategically
significant military installations.

Among them was reportedly an Iranian

Air Force RC-130 reconnaissance
aircraft, a surveillance variant of the
Lockheed C-130 Hercules.Iran also
moved at least one civilian aircraft into
neighboring Afghanistan, officials
said, in what appeared to be a broader
effort to shield aviation assets from
potential U.S. strikes as the conflict

escalated.However, Pakistan denied
the allegations.A senior Pakistani
official told CBS News that claims

Iranian border after Pakistani airstrikes
around Kabul during heightened
tensions with the Taliban government.

about Iranian aircraft at Nur Khan Air Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid

Base were “not true,” arguing that such
movements could not go unnoticed
because the base is located in a densely
populated urban area.In Afghanistan,
an aviation official said an Iranian
Mahan Air plane landed in Kabul
shortly before hostilities began and
remained stranded after Iranian
airspace closed.The aircraft was later
relocated to Herat Airport near the

denied any Iranian aircraft were being
sheltered in Afghanistan.The
revelations underscore Pakistan’s
delicate balancing act during the crisis.
Islamabad has sought to maintain close
ties with Washington while avoiding
friction with Tehran and Beijing, its
key strategic partners. China, which
now supplies roughly 80% of
Pakistan’s major arms imports
according to SIPRI data, has publicly
praised Pakistan’s role in facilitating
indirect U.S.-Iran
communications.Meanwhile,
diplomatic efforts to stabilize the
ceasefire remain fragile. Iranian state
media said Tehran’s latest proposal to
end the conflict included demands for
US reparations, recognition of Iranian
sovereignty over the Strait of Hormuz,
and the lifting of American sanctions.

Hantavirus Detected In 1 Spanish Evacuee
From MV Hondius In Tenerife

WORLD.(Agency)

One of the 14 Spanish evacuees from the

hantavirus-hit cruise ship MV
Hondius on Sunday has tested
preliminarily positive for the virus,
Spanish Health Minister Monica
Garcia has said. Garcia wrote on X on
Monday (local time) that one of the
Spanish passengers currently under
isolation at Madrid's Gomez Ulla
hospital had tested preliminarily
positive in a PCR test conducted upon
arrival. "The person remains in
isolation, without symptoms and in
general good health, under continued
clinical observation in accordance
with established safety and
epidemiological protocols," she wrote.

The other 13 Spaniards tested

provisionally negative, while final
results were expected in the coming
hours, the minister said.According to
health authorities and the World
Health Organization (WHO), the
outbreak is believed to involve the

Andes strain of hantavirus, a variant
known for possible person-to-person
transmission through close contact.
The virus is typically transmitted
through exposure to infected rodent
urine or droppings.The Spanish
evacuees were transferred to Madrid
as part of an evacuation operation
launched after the MV Hondius
arrived in Spain's Canary Islands over
the weekend, reports Xinhua news
agency.Multiple confirmed and
suspectd cases have so far been linked
to the outbreak, including passengers
transferred to several countries for
treatment and monitoring. The final
group of evacuees left the ship on
Monday after the vessel briefly docked
at the Port of Granadilla on the Spanish
island of Tenerife due to adverse
weather conditions. The ship later
departed for Rotterdam in the
Netherlands.Meanwhile, the
European Commission said Monday
that it is coordinating and supporting

national authorities' response to a
hantavirus outbreak, while the
European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control (ECDC)
assesses the risk to the general
population in Europe as very
low.Since Spain activated the EU Civil
Protection Mechanism on May 6, the
EU's Emergency Response
Coordination Centre has been
facilitating the safe evacuation of
people aboard the MV Hondius cruise
ship, which was anchored off Tenerife.

Five repatriation flights coordinated by

the EU took place on Sunday and were
carried out by France, Spain, the
Netherlands, Greece and Ireland. A
sixth and final flight, operated by the
Netherlands, departed on Monday,
according to the Commission.The EU
is also mobilising response
capabilities and stockpiles from its
strategic reserve. A medical
evacuation aircraft from the EU fleet,
hosted by Norway.

message of discontent to Iran" for closing
the Strait of Hormuz, and to the US for its
blockade of Iranian shipping, said Ahmed
Aboudouh, a specialist on China's
influence in the Middle East with the
London-based Chatham House think tank.

"They are very cautious, risk-adverse, and
they don't want to be involved in anything
that would drag them into something that
they don't consider their problem," he said.

In recent days, Secretary of State Marco
Rubio and Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent have stepped up their calls for
Chinato use its influence to help reopen the

strait, through which about 20% of the
world's crude flowed before the war
began.The State Department announced on
Friday that it was sanctioning four entities,
including three China-based firms, for
providing sensitive satellite imagery that
enables Iranian military strikes against
US forces in the Middle East. Earlier, the
Treasury Department moved to target
Chinese oil refineries accused of
purchasing oil from Tehran, as well as
shippers of the oil. The sanctions cut off
the companies from the US financial
system and penalize anyone who does
business with them.Beijing has called the
sanctions "illegal unilateral pressure" and
enacted a blocking statute — passed in
2021 and never used until now — that
prohibits any Chinese entity from
recognizing or complying with the
sanctions.Ahead of Trump's arrival,
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi last
week hosted his Iranian counterpart Abbas
Araghchi in Beijing. The Chinese foreign
minister used the moment to defend Iran's
rightto develop civilian nuclear energy.

Southern California mayor

resigns, will plead guilty to

acting as agent for Chinese
government

TENERIFE.(Agency)

A Southern California mayor has agreed to plead guilty
to acting as an illegal agent for the Chinese
government, and has resigned from her city position,
officials said Monday.Eileen Wang, the mayor of
Arcadia, was charged in April with one count of acting
in the United States as an illegal agent of a foreign
government. She was accused of doing the bidding of
Chinese officials, such as sharing articles favorable to
Beijing, without prior notification to the U.S.
government as required by law.

The 58-year-old was elected in November 2022 to a
five-person city council, from which the mayor is
selected on a rotating basis.City manager Dominic
Lazzaretto said in a news release that no city finances
or staff were involved.“We want to be clear: this
investigation concerns individual conduct, and the
charges are for conduct that ceased after Ms. Wang
was sworn into office in December 2022,” he said.

Federal officials said she has agreed to plead guilty to
the felony, which comes with a maximum sentence of
10 years in federal prison.ang’s attorneys Jason Liang
and Brian Sun said in a statement that she recognizes
the seriousness of the charge and accepts
responsibility for “past pesonal mistakes.”

“She apologizes and is sorry for the mistakes she has
made in her personal life,” Wang's attorneys Jason
Liang and Brian Sun said in a statement. “Her love and
devotion for the Arcadia community have not changed
and did not waver.” According to her plea agreement,
Wang and a colleague, Yaoning “Mike” Sun, worked
on behalf of government officials for the People's
Republic of China from the end of 2020 to 2022 to
promote their interests by promoting pro-PRC
propaganda in the U.S. Sun is serving a four-year
sentence after he pleaded guilty to the same charge last
October. He was also listed in campaign filings as the
treasurer for Wang’s 2022 election campaign. Wang
and Sun operated the news website U.S. News Center,
aimed at the Chinese American community, and were
instructed by Chinese government officials to post
pro-PRC content on it.In one instance in June 2021, a
government official sent Wang a link to a letter to the
editor published in the Los Angeles Times written by
the the consul general of th People’s Republic of China
in Los Angeles.The piece refuted reports of the
persecution, forced labor, and abuse of Uyghers in
China's Xinjiang province, stating, “There has never
been genocide in Xinjiang or forced labor in the
region’s cotton fields or any other sector.”

Supreme Court halts order for Alabama to use
US House map with two largely Black districts

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

The US Supreme Court on Monday set the
stage for Alabama to eliminate one of two
largely Black congressional districts before
this year's midterm elections, creating an
opening for Republicans to gain an
additional U.S. House seat in a partisan
battle for control of the closely divided
chamber.The decision follows a Supreme
Court ruling in April that struck down a
majority-Black U.S. House district in "Today, the Supreme Court vindicated

a court reversal, Alabama officials recently
enacted a law allowing it to void the results
19 primary for some
congressional districts and instead hold a
new primary under the revised district
boundaries. Alabama had asked for
an expedited decision ahead of the

of a May

primary.

decision.

Alabama Republicans praised the

country."In a dissent to Monday's brief
ruling, Justice Sonia Sotomayor said the
Louisiana case had reversed only one of
the grounds upon which the Alabama case
had been decided. Although the Voting

fight for several years to get a second
Alabama congressional district where
Black voters had an opportunity to elect a
candidate of their choice."We are
witnessing a return to Jim Crow. And
anybody who is alarmed by these
developments — as everybody should
be — better be making a plan to vote in
November to put an end to this
madness while we still can," NAACP
National President Derrick Johnson

Louisiana as an unconstitutional racial
gerrymander, significantly weakening a
provision of the federal Voting Rights Act.
Alabama officials had pointed to the
Louisiana case as reason for the Supreme
Court to end a judicial order to use a court-
imposed House map until after the 2030
census. The high court on Monday
overturned that order and directed a lower
court to reconsider the case in light of the
Louisiana decision. That could free the
state to instead use a map approved in 2023
by the Republican-led legislature that
includes only one district where Black
residents comprise a majority.Anticipating

the state's long-held position. Now,
the power to draw Alabama's maps
goes back to the people's elected
representatives. That's our
Legislature," Alabama Attorney
General Steve Marshall said in a
video statement. Marshall said his job
was "to put the legislature in the best
possible legal position to draw a
congressional map that favors Republicans
seven-to-zero." He concluded with the
statement, "Stay tuned."Republican House
Speaker Nathaniel Ledbetter called the
decision "a massive victory not just for
Alabama, but for conservatives across the

Rights Act violation is gone, Sotomayor
said a lower court could still find that "For me, I feel like this is a step backwards

Alabama had intentionally discriminated
against Black voters in violation of the
14th Amendment.

The decision was a setback for Black
residents and groups that had waged a legal

said in a statement.Deuel Ross, the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund attorney
who argued the Alabama case, said,
"We will consider all of our options to
fight to protect the rights of these
voters and keep the court ordered map
in place."Shalela Dowdy, a plaintiff in
the Alabama redistricting case, said
she was disappointed in the decision.

towards the Jim Crow era for congressional
representation. The state is not going to stop
here," Dowdy said, predicting Alabama
will eventually go after the remaining
district.
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IPL 2026: Axar Patel
fined for slow over-
rate after PBKS vs DC

New Delhi. (Agency)

Delhi Capitals captain Axar Patel has been
fined Rs 12 lakh after his team maintained a
slow over-rate during their Indian Premier
League 2026 clash against Punjab Kings in
Dharamshala on Monday, May 11. The
penalty came despite Delhi pulling off a
thrilling three-wicket victory to keep their
fading playoffhopes alive.

The IPL confirmed the sanction in an official
media advisory after Match No. 55 of the
season at the Himachal Pradesh Cricket
Association Stadium.Delhi Capitals captain
Axar Patel has been fined after his team
maintained a slow over-rate during Match
No. 55 of TATA Indian Premier League (IPL)
2026 against Punjab Kings,” the statement
said.The league further clarified that this was
Delhi Capitals’ first over-rate offence of the
season under Article 2.22 of the IPL Code of
Conduct, which deals with minimum over-
rate violations. As a result, Axar received a

financial penalty of Rs 12 lakh.

While the fine will be a minor setback, Axar
would take greater satisfaction from Delhi’s
dramatic win in a must-win encounter.

Axar and Miller rescue Delhi in tense chase

Chasing a formidable 211-run target, Delhi
Capitals found themselves in serious trouble
at 74 for 4 after Punjab Kings made early
inroads. However, captain Axar led from the
front with a composed yet aggressive 56,
stabilising the innings when his side
desperately needed momentum.David Miller
then provided the finishing punch with a
counter-attacking 51 as Delhi clawed their
way back into the contest. Contributions
from Ashutosh Sharma and Madhav Tiwari
ensured the chase was completed in just 19
overs, with DC finishing on 216 for 7.

Earlier, Punjab Kings had posted 210 for 5 after
a strong batting performance. Priyansh Arya
gave them a flying start with a 33-ball 56,
while Prabhsimran Singh chipped in with 18
in a 78-run opening stand.After the openers
departed, PBKS skipper Shreyas Iyer
anchored the innings superbly with an
unbeaten 59 off 36 deliveries. Cooper
Connolly also made an important
contribution with 38 oft27 balls.

French Open: Stan Wawrinka,
Gael Monfils given wildcard
entries for Roland Garros

MANCHESTER. (Agency)

Daniel Dubois showed up late, got knocked
down early and still beat Fabio Wardley to
become a two-time heavyweight champion
on Saturday.Dubois stopped Wardley in the
11th round to win the WBO heavyweight
title at the Co-op Live arena after reportedly
being delayed by traow without going down
before referee Howard Foster halted the bout
early inthe 11th.

It's the first professional loss for Wardley (20-
1-1, 19 KOs). He was making his first title
defense.He's a durable guy... a great
warrior," Dubois said. "It was an honor to be
in the ring with him."Dubois lost his IBF belt
to Oleksandr Usyk via a fifth-round
knockout at Wembley Stadium last July. It
was his second loss to Usyk.

Dubois could be on a collision course with
rising star Moses Itauma, who was ringside.
WBO president Gustavo Olivieri has said
after Itauma's demolition of Jermaine
Franklin he'll recommend the British
southpaw become the WBO mandatory
challenger.Frank Warren, the promoter for
both Dubois and Wardley, said in the ring,
however, that there's a rematch clause in the
contract.Usyk holds the WBA, WBC and
IBF belts. The 39-year-old Ukrainian's next
bout is against former kickboxing champion
Rico Verhoeven on May 23 at the Pyramids
of Gizain Egypt.

Chelli stuns Morrell on undercard

London light heavyweight Zak Chelli scored a
big upset by stopping Cuban southpaw
David Morrell in the 10th round. Despite
slipping to World No. 125, Wawrinka
remains a revered figure in Paris, where he
owns a strong record and has consistently
produced some of his best tennis. Across 20
previous appearances, he has reached the
final twice and the semi-finals once,
building a lasting connection with the
tournament.Monfils’ inclusion carries a
similarly emotional weight, particularly for
the home crowd.The 39-year-old
Frenchman has long been one of the most
entertaining and charismatic players on tour.
Ranked No. 222, Monfils will make yet
another appearance at his home Grand Slam,
where his electrifying athleticism and
crowd-pleasing style made him a fan
favourite for nearly two decades.

No mat, no mercy: Vinesh Phogat vs wrestling
federation latest episode explained

- Lhe dispute between Vinesh Phogat and

the Wrestling Federation of India has
evolved into a major governance battle. As
both sides continue to defend their
positions, the standoff has raised larger
questions about how international
clearances and domestic federation
regulations intersect in Indian sport.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Vinesh Phogat's comeback attempt hit a wall

she was blunt: "I don't want any special
privileges, I just want to compete on
merit."On the same day, she also formally
responded to WFI's show-cause notice —
issued just two days earlier — asserting she
remains eligible to compete and will submit
adetailed reply within the prescribed 14-day
period. The standoff between one of India's
most decorated wrestlers and the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) has now deepened
into a full-blown governance crisis, with no
resolution in sight.The latest flashpoint
came in May 2026 when Vinesh arrived at
the National Open Ranking Tournament in
Gonda expecting to compete, only to be
informed by WFI that she was ineligible.

on Monday, and she made sure the world Despite being informed she was ineligible to

knew it. The three-time Olympian travelled
to the National Open Ranking Tournament in
Gonda, Uttar Pradesh, for what would have
been her first competitive bout since retiring
after the Paris Olympics. She did not
compete.Upon arriving at the venue, she was
neither allowed to complete her verification
nor permitted to use the training hall —

compete, Vinesh met WFI president Sanjay
Singh at the venue and later addressed the
media, strongly rejecting the federation’s

NADA India would have given me a show-
cause notice. Or they would have banned me.
Or WADA would have given me a show-
cause notice,” she said.

effectively shutting the door before she could WHERE ITALLBEGAN?

step anywhere near the mat. In a post on X,

The roots of the dispute trace back to the 2024

Paris Olympics, where Vinesh was
disqualified from the women’s 50kg final for
failing to make weight. She subsequently
announced her retirement from wrestling,
but ambiguity soon emerged over whether
that retirement had been formally processed

through official channels.
stance.“If I had violated any rule, then While her husband later stated that she had not

formally retired through the required
procedures, WFI maintained that
communication from United World
Wrestling (UWW) in December 2024
confirmed she had informed the
International Testing Agency (ITA) of her

IPL playoff scenario: Punjab Kings enter
danger zone, Delhi Capitals cling on

New Delhi. (Agency)

The playoff race in IPL 2026 is intensifying
with every passing match. On Sunday,
Lucknow Super Giants became the first
team to be eliminated from playoff
contention, before Mumbai Indians
followed them out of the race. However,
eight teams are still battling for the
remaining four spots.On Monday, Delhi
Capitals were on the verge of becoming the
third team to be knocked out, but Axar
Patel’s side kept their hopes alive with a
thrilling three-wicket win over Punjab
Kings at the HPCA Stadium.With 15
matches still left in the league stage, no
team can afford to relax not even table-
toppers Royal Challengers Bengaluru, who
could also find themselves under pressure
from teams closely chasing them. Sides like
Kolkata Knight Riders and Chennai Super
Kings endured difficult starts to their
campaigns before staging strong
recoveries. PBKS, meanwhile, were
unbeaten in their first seven matches, but
four consecutive defeats have suddenly left

IPL Play of the Day: PBKS howling sways in
Dharamshala's winds, hurts playoff hopes

Dharamshala. (Agency)

With the bat swinging freely in the
Dharamshala breeze, Punjab Kings
bowlers seemed more focused on throwing
the bowl down the hill of the HPCA
Stadium in Dharamshala than testing the
shaky middle order of Delhi Capitals. The
side led by Shreyas Iyer gave away 17 runs
in wides and 1 no ball as they faltered in
their defence against the struggling DC on
Monday, May 11.PBKS’ bowling unit
unravelled under pressure, turning a
defendable total into yet another collapse in
execution in a rapidly fading campaign.
Their inability to control lines, build
sustained pressure, or seize key moments
exposed the recurring flaws that have
plagued Punjab throughout the season

The 18 extras alone reflected the chaos in
their bowling plans. Add to that the dropped
chances, inconsistent lengths and PBKS
once again found themselves losing control
of a game they had firmly gripped in the
powerplay.PBKS succumbed to their
fourth successive defeat after a magical

them searching for answers.As the league

zone—RCB, SRH, GT

Royal Challengers Bengaluru, Sunrisers

Hyderabad and Gujarat Titans are all
locked on 14 points from 11 matches,
putting them firmly in contention for the
playoffs. In the previous six IPL seasons
featuring 10 teams, 14 points was enough
for RCB to qualify in 2024, showing that
seven wins can realistically secure a playoff
berth. RCB, SRH and GT now need just one
more victory each to confirm their place in
the playoffs. Notably, no team with 16
points in a 10-team IPL season has ever
failed to qualify for the playoffs.

Delhi Capitals hanging by a thread
When it comes to qualifying with 14 points,

Delhi Capitals have only one possible route
to the playoffs. However, even victories in
their remaining two matches would not
guarantee qualification, as net run rate
could become the deciding factor.

phase enters its decisive stretch, the playoff That is where the Capitals are at a major

battle is only expected to get tighter, with
every result likely to have a major impact on
the standings.The ‘One foot in the door’

unbeaten start in the 2026 season of the
Indian Premier League.“l don’t want to
beat around the bush. I'll just say fielding

and bowling,” Iyer said after the game
against DC.PBKS BOWLING FAILS TO
CAPITALISE

Punjab’s bowling has been a persistent

concern all season. They have picked up the
fewest wickets among all teams in the
competition, a worrying statistic that has
consistently exposed their inability to break
partnerships in crucial phases. Their

disadvantage, with a net run rate of -0.993,
especially considering that the other teams
in the top six all have positive net run rates.

problems have only worsened with poor
fielding support, as PBKS also lead the
charts for most dropped catches this
season.Against Delhi, their lack of
penetration after the powerplay came
to hurt them. PBKS had DC reeling at
33 for 3 early in the chase, with the
seamers extracting a bit of movement
under lights and forcing mistakes. But
once the ball softened, Punjab’s attack
lost direction completely. The biggest
turning point came when PBKS failed
to capitalise after Tristan Stubbs’ run-
out. With Delhi at 74 for 4, Axar Patel
was handed a lifeline on 25 when
Arshdeep Singh dropped a regulation
chance. Punjab’s inability to convert half-
chances into wickets has repeatedly cost
them this season, and this miss proved
equally damaging.Before this match, Axar
had managed only 44 runs off 59 balls
across the season at a strike rate of 74.57.
Yet PBKS allowed him to settle through
loose lines and poor execution in the middle
overs.

retirement. The situation shifted again in
December 2025 when Vinesh officially
informed UWW, the Sports Authority of
India (SAI), and WFI of her intention to
return to competition.Around the same time,
WEFI flagged a missed whereabouts filing
dated December 18, 2025, which Vinesh
attributed to personal circumstances,
including her responsibilities as an
elected MLA.“I had missed one
whereabouts. And there are three of
them. I had become a mother at that time.
I had an assembly session. I forgot to
update. I even apologised to WADA for
that. They gave me a clean chit. They told
me that I can participate in any
international event,” she said.Vinesh
also said she had undergone multiple
doping tests after announcing her return
and had cleared each of them.“Even after
that, I got my doping test done twice. It’s not
like I came to the competition after avoiding
my doping test. I got my doping test and
came clean,” she said.
“I have always been clean in sports. And I am
not taking anyone’s right. I am completely
clean.”

Axar Patel, David Miller
redemption party keeps D(
afloat in Dharamshala thriller

Dharamshala. (Agency)

Somewhere between Priyansh Arya launching

sixes into the hills and Delhi Capitals
collapsing again inside the Powerplay, this
match had started looking like another one of
those IPL 2026 nights where DC would quietly
disappear from the playoff race.Delhi Capitals
pulled off the highest successful chase in the
history of the HPCA Stadium, hunting down
211 in just 19 overs against Punjab Kings,
thanks largely to two players who had spent
most of this season dealing with criticism
instead of applause: Axar Patel and David
Miller.The conditions in Dharamshala almost
guaranteed madness. At that altitude, even
mishits can disappear into the stands and
bowlers rarely feel fully in control once the ball
starts flying.

Punjab understood that quickly.
Priyansh Arya came out swinging from the very

first over, smashing Mitchell Starc for 22 runs
and completely setting the tone for Punjab’s
innings. The young opener hammered 56 off
just 33 balls with six sixes as Delhi’s pacers

struggled badly whenever they pitched the ball
up during the Powerplay.At 72/0 after six
overs, Punjab looked ready to push well
beyond 220.Delhi slowly dragged themselves
back into the contest after changing their
lengths and attacking the surface harder. Auqib
Nabi played a major role in that shift, using
hard lengths smartly to disrupt Punjab’s
momentum after the explosive start.

Debutant Madhav Tiwari then added another big

moment by dismissing Priyansh for his maiden
IPL wicket, while Delhi’s bowlers managed to
stop Punjab from completely running away
with the innings through the middle overs.

Even then, 210 still looked a massive target once

Delhi’s chase began unraveling in familiar
fashion.Abishek Porel, KL Rahul and Sahil
Parakh were all back in the pavilion inside the
first six overs as DC stumbled to 47/3, miles
behind Punjab’s own Powerplay start. That was
when Axar finally produced the innings Delhi
had been desperately waiting for all season.

IPL, GT vs SRH: Gujarat Titans host SRH as
playoff race enters decisive phase

wIPL, GT vs SRH: Third-placed Gujarat
Titans host second-placed Sunrisers

Hyderabad in a high-stakes IPL 2026 clash

in Ahmedabad on Tuesday, with the playoff

race heating up and the battle for a top-
two finish gathering pace.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

IThe IPL 2026 play-off race has reached a

critical stage and Tuesday’s clash between
Sunrisers Hyderabad and Gujarat Titans in
Ahmedabad could have a huge say in how the
top four eventually shape up. With Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, SRH and GT all tied
on 14 points, net run rate is becoming
increasingly important, making every game
and every over count in the closing stages of
the league phase.SRH heads into the contest

in second place after hitting form at the right
time. Their commanding 33-run win over
Punjab Kings once again showcased the
strength of their batting after they piled up
235 for 4 in Hyderabad. Even so, Pat
Cummins’ side know there is little margin
for error left in the tournament, with the
play-off race remaining too close for
comfort.GT, on the other hand, have quietly
turned their season around after a slow
beginning. Their emphatic 77-run victory
over Rajasthan Royals lifted them to third
on the table and reinforced the feeling that
Shubman Gill’s side is beginning to find its
best rhythm at the business end of the
season.FOR SRH, BALANCEISTHEKEY

SRH have once again established themselves

as one of the most dangerous batting sides in
the tournament. The top-order combination
of Abhishek Sharma, Travis Head, Ishan
Kishan and Heinrich Klaasen has
consistently put opposition attacks under
pressure with their fearless approach.Their

aggressive intent is reflected in the numbers.
SRH have crossed the 200-run mark eight
times this season, including a mammoth 249
against Mumbai Indians, underlining the

explosive nature of their batting unit.

The return of captain Pat Cummins after injury

has also strengthened the bowling attack
considerably. Cummins has brought
intensity and aggression back into the side,
while Sri Lankan pacer Eshan Malinga has

emerged as one of the standout performers of
the season. With 16 wickets to his name,
Malinga has regularly delivered
breakthroughs and impressed with his
control during pressure situations.At
the same time, SRH’s aggressive
batting approach has occasionally
exposed their vulnerabilities. Early
wickets have often put pressure on a
middle order that has looked fragile at
times, while fielding lapses have also
prevented the side from fully
dominating matches.
SHUBMAN LEADS GT's CHARGE
Much of Gujarat’s revival has revolved
around skipper Shubman Gill and Sai
Sudharsan, who have given the side
consistency and stability at the top.
GT’s batting philosophy has largely centred
around building a platform before attacking
in the latter half of the innings, an approach
that has worked effectively both while
chasing and setting totals.
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| Sonaksh
| Sinha

. On Her Character In System:
\" 'Neha Is Layered, Flawed And
Constantly Evelving’

l I \he much-awaited legal drama System, starring Sonakshi Sinha
f

and Jyotika, will soon drop on Amazon Prime Video. System
revolves around two women whose lives exist at opposite ends of
the social spectrum. Sonakshi’s Neha Rajvansh is a high-profile public
prosecutor who moves with authority and confidence, while Jyotika’s
Sarika Rawat works quietly as a courtroom stenographer, navigating a
far more constrained reality. Their worlds collide within the same
judicial space, and what begins as a professional overlap gradually
spirals into something far more personal. The intersection of their lives
sets off a chain reaction that challenges their beliefs, choices and sense
of identity. Through the journeys of Neha and Sarika, System looks at
how truth can be shaped,
contested, and, at times,
distorted.
Speaking about her character and
its world in the film, Sonakshi
shared, “What stayed with me the
most was Neha as a character, she’s
layered, she’s flawed, and she’s
constantly evolving. And then the world
of the film feels very real and relevant. The
questions it raises about access to justice
and how differently it can look depending
on where you stand in society, and that’s
what really pulled me in."Over the years,
Sonakshi has steadily moved towards
roles that push her beyond
conventional spaces, from [
commercial entertainers to more §
emotionally intense and morally
layered characters. Reflecting on

| that evolution, Sonakshi said, “I

"L think it’s been a very organic

journey."

¥ She added, “Dabangg was my
| introduction, Akira allowed
me to explore a very physical
and intense space, and System is far more internal and layered. Over
time, I’ve been drawn to characters that challenge me in different
ways, and right now I'm really enjoying exploring roles that have
emotional depth and moral complexity."

Created and directed by Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari and produced under the
banner of Baweja Studios, System features Sonakshi Sinha, Jyotika,
and Ashutosh Gowariker in lead roles. The upcoming Original movie
is set to premiere exclusively on Prime Video across India and in over
240 countries and territories worldwide on May 22, 2026.

BAishwarya Rai

Redeemed Herself': Sufi Motiwala Says 'Pressure
To Qutdo' Reason Behind Tame Cannes Looks

he 79th edition of the annual Cannes Film Festival is all set to kick-start on May

12 in the French Riviera. Apart from debutants like Tara Sutaria, Ammy Virk and

Sufi Motiwala, the film festival will see a bevy of Indian celebrities returning to
it. Revisiting the gala is also Aishwarya Rai Bachchan as the global ambassador for
L’Or¢al Paris.The former beauty pageant winner has attended the festival over 20
times since her debut in 2002 for the screening of Devdas. She happened to turn very
Cannes appearance into a global fashion moment, raising the bar with her
commanding red carpet presence, until the last few years when she faced criticism
from those who felt her fashion outings had lost their earlier edge.

Needless to say, all eyes are set
on the diva’s looks this week!
Speaking exclusively to
News18, fashion commentator
Sufi breaks down what he
thinks went wrong with her
choices in the recent past. “It’s
the pressure of outdoing
herself. Since the beginning of
Aishwarya at Cannes, she had
set a standard so high. 1 feel
that’s something even the
MET Gala is suffering from,"
he opines.“It has reached a point of exhaustion. First, she did the saree look [in 2002],
then she became our Cinderella and then she did the purple lipstick. Every year, she
pulled things out of herself that are expressive and creative and at the same time,
fashionable and perfect. It’s really hard," he adds.

Aishwarya’s purple lips in the 2016 edition of the festival drew mixed reviews. Talking
about it, Sufi tells us, “That year, they thought of going ten levels above and gag it but
that didn’t translate for the audience. But you've to give them grace. And then, a few
years ago, when she tried to go extra with the FSPs, there was an idea even then but it
wasn’texecuted perfectly."

Butin Sufi’s words, she managed to ‘redeem’ herself last year with two looks —a Kadwa
Benarasi saree and a black velvet gown. “Last year what she did with Manish
Malhotra and Gaurav Gupta, it beautifully reflected where she’s in her life at this stage
— ever so fashionable, obviously, but all the more put together and not trying to be
anyone but herself. It was so much fun!" Sufi says.
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Kubbra Sait On Her Small Role
In Salman Khan's Ready:

‘Would Never Have Become
uku n ngye_t[ Games If. ..’

efore becoming the unforgettable Kuku in

Sacred Games, Kubbra Sait was just

another hopeful newcomer trying to find
her place in Mumbai. In a recent video, the actress
took a nostalgic trip down memory lane and
opened up about bagging her very first film,
Ready, directed by Anees Bazmee and headlined
by Salman Khan.

The actress, who played the small role of a maid in
the Salman Khan starrer, recalled going for the
audition wearing a short black dress and waiting
anxiously for Anees Bazmee’s approval.
Recalling how she initially had no dialogues in the
film, Kubbra shared that it was Salman who
suggested adding a quirky twist to her character
by making her speak broken English.

Talking about her experience, Kubbra Sait shared.
“This audition is the audition where I wore, like, a
short black dress and waited for Anees Bazmee to
walk into the office and give me a nod of approval.
This was an audition where [ was now going to be
playing a maid in the film Ready, and I am so
excited about this.

The crazy self-belief | always had while doing this
film, because this film was a new experience for
me. Like, | had never done a film. Also, I did not
actually have any lines in the film at all, but then,
like, Salman Khan, he was like, “Why don’t you
make her like the maid who talks in broken
language, like in broken English?” And Anees sir
really liked the idea, and that’s why I have lines in
the film."

The actress candidly shared how many people
around her believed she was “mad" and
“impatient" for accepting such asmallrole ina big
commercial film and said, “Every person told me |
was mad, | was mental, and I was impatient for
doing Sunaina Kapoor’s role in Ready. Butif1had
not done Ready, if | were not mad enough to do
Ready. I would have never been Kuku."

Arjun Kapoor Celebrates 14 Years In

Bollywood, Says Ishagzaade's Parma
'Still Feels Like The Begmnmg

ctor Arjun Kapoor celebrated 14 years in
ABol]ywood as his debut drama
“Ishaqzaade" completed one more year
of being released on Monday.Dropping a few
sketches of his popular scenes from the drama,
Arjun claimed that his character Parma still
feels like the beginning of his cinematic
journey, which he intends to take forward with
exciting projects ahead.

Arjun penned on his official Instagram handle,
“14 years later, Parma still feels like the
beginning of everything. #Ishagzaade was the
start of my journey as an actor, in cinema and
with all of you...And it continues (red heart
emoji) (sic)."Helmed and directed by Habib
Faisal, “Ishaqzaade" has been backed by Aditya
Chopra under the banner of Yash Raj Films.

With Parineeti Chopra as the female lead, the
romantic actioner further starred Gauahar
Khan, Natasha Rastogi, Anil Rastogi, and
Shashank Khaitan in ancillary roles, along with
others.

“Ishaqzaade" is an official remake of the 2009
Bengali drama “Dujone".

Set against the backdrop of a fictional town of
Almor in Uttar Pradesh, the drama shares the
journey of Parma Chauhan (Played by Arjun)
and Zoya Qureshi (Played by Parineeti), who
belong to rival political families. Their
passionate romance ends up shaking the deeply
rooted religious divides in the society. While the
film marked Arjun’s primary appearance on the
big screen, it was Parineeti’s second project
after her debut with “Ladies vs Ricky Bahl" in
2011.

Shifting our focus to Arjun’s recent projects, he
last appeared in the romantic comedy “Mere
Husband Ki Biwi", co-starring Rakul Preet
Singh and Bhumi Pednekar. The movie failed to
perform well at the box office.

Arjun has yet to announce his next
project. Additionally, he was also recently seen
as the primary antagonist in Rohit Shetty’s
“Singham Again".He ended up receiving a lot
of acclaim for his performance in the cop
drama.
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