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India, UAE navigate shifting sands

The return of great
power bargaining

President Donald Trump returned to China this
week, over eight years after his last visit in
November 2017. The symbolism is hard to
miss. Between 1972 and 2017, every US
President made the journey to Beijing with the
conviction that strengthening ties with China
was not incongruous with preserving
American dominance. Joe Biden broke with
that tradition. His administration called China
out as the greatest challenge to American
power because it was seeking to reshape the
global order built by America, and framed the
rivalry as between democracy and autocracy.
Trump’s return to Beijing closes that chapter.
Statements from Washington, including the
National Security Strategy released last
November and during Trump’s visit, suggest
that the US has reverted to the path of
managing the rise of a rival through
accommodation.However, it might be a
mistake to presume that Trump went to China
with the weaker hand. Both parties came to
the table with some leverage, but both are also
in pain. The bruising tariff war in 2025 has
damaged both economies. It is true that
America’s trade deficit with China stubbornly
remains at $350 billion, but China’s access to
American markets is also reducing. The last
time Trump was in Beijing, the near-universal
expectation was that China would overtake
the US in GDP terms by the mid-2020s, but
the Chinese economy ($21 trillion) is still
stuck at two-thirds the size of the US’s GDP
($32 trillion). Between the two visits by
Trump, China’s share of global
manufacturing has increased from 20 percent
to 29 percent, whereas the US’s share has
further declined to 16 percent. Yet, in
technology, the Americans maintain the lead
and still have the ability to impede China’s
scientific progress due to their dominance in
high-end chip design and manufacturing.
And, despite persistent Chinese efforts to
conduct more trade, including in oil and gas,
in the renminbi, the dollar is still king.

In terms of the war in the Persian Gulf, Trump’s
inability to end it on purely American terms
may be satisfying, but a prolonged closure of
the Hormuz Strait is not in China’s interest. Its
studied non-intervention at any level suggests
that it is not yet a match for US global power.
It would be more accurate to say that the two
leaders met on terms more equal than when
Trump last called on President Xi Jinping in
2017, but not as complete equals.
Notwithstanding this, during Trump’s visit, Xi
made every effort to put the relationship on
par with that of two peers without equal.
References to creating a ‘new paradigm of
major country relations’, underscoring how
this relationship was the most significant one
globally, and even Xi’s reference to the
‘Thucydides Trap’—the Greek theory
suggesting that a rising power threatens to
displace an established dominant
power—were intended to reinforce that point.
China might not have explicitly mentioned a
G-2, but given that Trump has used this
definition earlier, its choice of phrases
suggests it is not averse to the idea.The optics
suggest that neither side wishes to return to
the mutually damaging tit-for-tat downward
spiral of the previous year. Each party had its
bucket list. China was seeking tariff relief, the
softening of US sanctions against

PM Modi’s visit to Abu Dhabi was largely aimed at boosting President Sheikh Mohamed’s morale

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi’s May 15 stopover in the

United Arab Emirates (UAE) coincided with the
conclusion of US President Donald Trump’s visit to
China and the BRICS foreign ministers’ meeting in New
Delhi. These developments took place under the shadow
ofthe war in West Asia.

Two questions arise: How did the UAE get embroiled in

the ongoing conflict? What was the purpose of PM
Modi’s meeting with President Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan (popularly known as MbZ)?

Ever since seven emirates formed the UAE in 1971, it has

been stuck between Iran, covering the entire northern
Gulf coast, and Saudi Arabia — a self-proclaimed
regional and Islamic power — in the south. In the 1950s,
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan — who later
became Abu Dhabi’s ruler and the UAE’s first President
— confronted the Saudis when they offered him a bribe
to grab the Buraimi belt, which was believed to have
huge oil deposits. He led Abu Dhabi’s forces in ejecting
them.Sheikh Zayed used native wisdom to steer the
UAE towards prosperity by avoiding entanglement in
regional disputes like the Iran-Iraq war and the
occupation of Kuwait by Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein. After Sheikh Zayed’s death in 2004, his
younger son Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
first became the Crown Prince and then the de facto ruler
when the elder son, Sheikh Khalifa, suffered a stroke in
2014. Sheikh Mohamed formally assumed presidency in
2022.Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman had a
parallel rise, assuming office in 2017. President Sheikh
Mohamed took him under his wing, especially
protecting him from US ire over journalist Jamal
Khashoggi’s 2018 killing in Turkey.However, their
relationship soured when US President Trump came up
with the 2020 Abraham Accords. They envisaged an
Arab-Israel alliance to contain Iran, with the Palestinian
issue sidelined. While the UAE promptly signed
alongside Bahrain, the Saudis demanded that Israel first
specify the path to Palestinian statehood. Trump
withdrew the US from the Joint Comprehensive
Programme of Action (JCPOA), the Iran nuclear deal
signed by P5+Germany. That allowed Iran to escalate its
nuclear enrichment. Meanwhile, the UAE increased its
commercial, technological and military engagement
with Israel. After the October 7, 2023, attacks on Israel
and the brutal Israeli retaliation against Gaza civilians,
Arab countries’ membership of the Abraham Accords
became questionable. Neither the UAE nor Bahrain
withdrew. Late Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei
called the UAE a “traitor to Arab states and to Palestine®,
declaring that those hosting Zionists were living in
“glasshouses”.

The UAE and Bahrain ignored these warnings. Once the

US and Israel attacked Iran on February 28, the Iranian
Supreme Leader’s “glasshouses” prediction came true.
The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) has split into three
groups, each aligned with the US. One group comprises
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Pakistan and Turkey. Qatar is
attempting to be neutral. And then there is the UAE,

stuck with the Israel-US axis. India favours the last two.

The Washinton Institute for Near East’s 2023 poll revealed

that 96% of the Saudis supported severing ties with
Israel. The Saudi ruling family, running a country with a
population of over 35 million, is more responsive to
popular sentiments. The UAE’s nearly 11-million
population has only one million locals. Economic and
financial benefits are supposed to keep locals appeased.
The 2011 Arab Spring uprisings, which ousted the rulers

of Libya, Algeria and Egypt, frightened the Gulf ruling
families. When the Muslim Brotherhood assumed
power in Egypt, the Gulf rulers, especially Emiratis,
panicked. Subsequently, they became obsessed with
countering the Brotherhood and Islamists in the Arab
world. The UAE’s interventions to support factions in
South Yemen, Somaliland, Sudan and Libya were
basically focused on containing perceived radical Islam.
Saudis and Emiratis initially cooperated but eventually
split. Saudis supported old regimes, while the UAE
began backing factions. Israel also began using the cover
of the UAE to launch intrusions, especially along the
Red Sea. Iran-backed Houthis in Yemen opposed the
often divided forces backed by the UAE and Saudi

Halwara takes off: Aviation ambitions face test of sustainability

Arabia.

Former US President Barack Obama claimed that he

rejected the same plan to attack Iran which Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu successfully sold to

President Trump. Perhaps PM Modi, who visited Israel

days before the attacks on Iran, and the UAE President

were similarly misled. Israel’s four-stage operation
started with the Iranian Supreme Leader’s assassination,
followed by neutralisation of Iran's missile-launch
capability. A popular uprising was then expected, leading
eventually to a secular government. This regime change
sequence failed miserably. Instead, the Strait of Hormuz
became a new obstacle.Despite the UAE’s discomfort
over being geographically stuck between Iran and Saudi

Arabia, it hosted about 8,000 Iranian companies. It also

provided Iran a trade outlet, bypassing US sanctions,
lifting trade to $29.2 billion in 2025. But
President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed wanted
the UAE’s strategic reach to match its wealth.
The Emirati sovereign fund exceeds that of Saudi
Arabia. Israel was seen as enabling this expanded
influence to deter Iran and rival Saudi Arabia.
Instead, Israel has dragged the UAE into the
current impasse.

Even the US has abandoned talk of Iranian regime
change. Trump, who is now insistent that Iran
should not have nuclear weapons, is keen to
restore navigational freedom in the Strait of
Hormuz. If sanctions on Iran are lifted and its
energy exports freed, will it normalise Iran-UAE
relations? Without that deal, Dubai cannot revert
to past success. Netanyahu complicated matters
by revealing his secret meeting with the UAE
President in Abu Dhabi in March. Does
Netanyahu, by damaging the Emirati President’s
standing, hope to ensure that the UAE does not
abandon the Abraham Accords or cut a deal with
GCCneighbours or even Iran?

PM Modi’s visit was aimed more at boosting the

UAE President’s morale than creating new strategic

openings. The proposed $5-billion investment in Indian

infrastructure mostly goes to a private housing
development company. The move to enhance Indian
strategic petroleum reserves by 30 million barrels is
welcome, but it merely implements old proposals. The
LPG supply would depend on the Iran-US peace deal.

Considering the fractured GCC and Pakistan’s defence

agreement with the Saudis, India is left with the Abraham
Accords-compliant faction or “neutral” nations like
Qatar. Notably, during his visit to Delhi last week, Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi suggested that the
Chabahar port awaited India.

For Ludhiana, the Delhi-Halwara connection is a gateway to national and global markets

AFTER decades of waiting, missed deadlines and

political promises, the sight of the first commercial
flight landing at Halwara airport carries emotional and
economic significance for Punjab. For Ludhiana, the
Delhi-Halwara connection is a gateway to national and
global markets. The launch has been greeted with
excitement across central Punjab. Administrative
authorities arranged transport for passengers, political
leaders rushed to claim credit and tickets reportedly
saw brisk demand even before operations formally
began. That enthusiasm is understandable. Ludhiana’s
exporters, industrialists and entrepreneurs have long
complained that dependence on Chandigarh and
Amritsar slowed business mobility and increased
logistics costs.Halwara also arrives at an important
moment. The Centre recently expanded the UDAN
regional connectivity scheme with an outlay of nearly
Rs 28,840 crore, compared to the original Rs 4,500
crore allocation. The programme seeks to develop 100
new airports and airstrips. However, regional

connectivity remains uneven. North India accounts for
nearly 30% of the country’s passenger traffic, but many

smaller airports continue to struggle with weak
demand and irregular flights.
That is why Halwara’s success cannot be taken for

Faithline | Grace of Skanda

Gods are in our very marrow, and we should accept that with gratitude and respect. And since the gods are some of the most

granted. Many airports inaugurated with fanfare have
become underutilised later. Infrastructure without
sustained airline operations quickly turns into
an expensive symbol rather than an economic
asset. Still, Halwara possesses some
advantages. The airport’s terminal,
developed by expanding the Air Force base,
can handle 300 passengers at a time, while Air
India has begun operations with two daily
flights to Delhi. Ludhiana’s industrial
ecosystem gives the airport a natural
passenger base that many UDAN airports
never had. But the real test begins after the
inaugural applause fades. Connectivity must
become reliable, affordable and
commercially sustainable. Cargo handling,
last-mile transport and route expansion will
determine whether Halwara truly transforms Punjab’s
economy. The state must ensure the runway remains
busy.

beautiful intuitions of mankind, one could eternally welcome them in their hearts and carry them forward in the form of knowledge

Adhika Skanda Sashti falls on May 21, and brings sweet My father’s ancestral temple is Tiruttani, and I was taken

energising, renewing your spirit each time with their

powerful genre of Tamil devotional films, which

thoughts of Murugan, meaning ‘the beautiful one’ in
Tamil. The main Skanda Sashti occurs in October or
November and is celebrated as a major festival in Tamil
Nadu and across the Tamil diaspora. But there are also
monthly remembrances of his feat of defeating the asura
Surapadman and his brothers to restore cosmic balance
and peace on EarthMurugan’s various lilas, or sacred
games, have shaped the contours of Tamil culture since
ancient times, and he remains an abiding source of
spiritual strength, emotional security and courage in
adversity for many. After all, whose son is he? Besides
his own powerful shakti, he additionally combines the
strength and blessings of his divine parents and elder
brother in his radiant self. Even in Delhi, his abode, the
Uttara Swami Malai or Malai Mandir, affords a
heartening glimpse of ‘gopura darshan’ and typically
southern red-and-white base stripes as one passes by. It
elicits the instinctive murmur of the Shadakshari or six-
syllable, Murugan mantra ‘Om Saravana Bhava’, with
Om as the general mantra prefix.

Murugan’s six-temple circuit in Tamil Nadu is like an
energy grid holding the land together, and it has an old
tradition of kavadiyas who wear green dhotis and walk
in peaceful, orderly files from temple to temple. The six
temples are Tiruppurankunram (kunram means hill,
where Murugan temples are usually built), Tiruchendur
by the sea, Palani, Swami Malai, Tiruttani and
Pazhamudhirsolai. His consorts, the Tamil beauty Valli
(possibly the oldest love story of the Tamil land) and
Lord Indra’s daughter Deivanai, represent his Ichha
Shakti and Kriya Shakti, and also symbolically unite
North and South into one force-field of energy.

there as a child for mottai or mundan, the ritual shaving
of the head. Going back as an adult merely out of cultural
curiosity at the height of my ‘Left-liberal Khan Market
gang’ phase, I nevertheless felt such a strong tug of
attachment and such an
overwhelming sense of having
come home that [ was taken aback. |
see it now as Murugan’s grace. It
dawned on me that some earthly
songs go deep, that the gods are in
our very marrow, and we should
accept that with gratitude and
respect, and not be led
unnecessarily astray.Perhaps it’s
also because the things we hear that
‘speak to us’ can subconsciously
form deep layers of identity. I was
exposed to world music from
childhood because my parents had
very eclectic tastes and bought all
kinds of records that they played all
the time. There was Carnatic,
Hindustani and Western classical,
old Tamil and Hindi film songs,
Bengali geet and Urdu ghazals,
Western pop and musicals, you
name it.

But in this garden of sound, Murugan bhakti songs

bloomed like sudden, sweet grace notes of malli
(jasmine). So, along with all that other music, I listened
to various melodic compositions on Murugan. They
were in Tamil, and I found them very powerful and

good vibrations. They are all available online today,
rendered by various gifted singers.They range from the
immortal 14th-century Tiruppugazh by the reformed
rake Arunagirinathar, the 19th-century Kanda Sashti

Kavacham, composed by Devaraya Swamigal, which is
a hypnotic power chant in mellifluous Tamil with built-
in bijaksharas (‘seed syllables’ valued as distilled
mantras), to the thrilling 20th-century devotional songs
by T N Soundararajan. I was also taken to Bombay’s
Aurora theatre on Sunday mornings to see the then-

featured unforgettable songs with moving lyrics. So,
along with English films like The Sound of Music, The
Singing Nun and The Man Who Knew Too Much with
its evergreen song ‘Que sera, sera’, I was lucky enough
to get aregular dose of bhakti films in my
childhood.The biggest take-home from
all this was the electrifying realisation
that ‘being Indian’ was like being given a
giant box of chocolates, an
akshayapatram of many wonderful and
delicious things. That you were not
forced to eat only one kind, that it was
possible to haveitall. AllL
And since the gods are some of the most
beautiful intuitions of mankind, you
could rightfully, honourably and openly
have the gods, for they are not going
anywhere. This is their home, as much
and even more than it is yours and mine,
for you and I will pass away, but they
have been here for millenniums.The only
gods still around from ancient times are
those that live eternally in our hearts and
in our land, testimony to the master
craftsmen and artisans who wrought
their images and temples, and to the
poets who sang of them, whereas the gods of other
ancient civilisations have mostly vanished into
museums. Saying which, I realise that I echo an ancient
promise. That of Sivaperuman (Lord Shiva) at
Chidambaram, where he promised to dance eternally
“there and in the hearts of mankind” as Nataraja.
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'I(I(I Bank hikes debit card
DCC fee from 1% to 3.5%:
What it means

New Delhi.(Agency)

If you often use your debit card for international
spending or online purchases linked to foreign
merchants, your transactions could soon become
more expensive. ICICI Bank has informed
customers that it will revise the Dynamic
Currency Conversion (DCC) fee on debit cards
from June 21, 2026. The charge will rise sharply
from the current 1% of the transaction amount to
3.5%.

WHAT IS CHANGING?

The revised DCC fee will apply to certain debit card
transactions carried out in Indian rupees under
specific situations. This includes purchases made
in Indian currency at international locations or
payments made in India where the merchant is
registered in a foreign country.

In simple terms, even if you are paying in rupees,
the extra charge may apply if the transaction is
processed through a foreign merchant network.

The bank informed customers about the revision
through an official communication, stating that
the updated fee structure will come into effect
fromJune21.

WHAT IS DYNAMIC CURRENCY
CONVERSION?

Dynamic Currency Conversion, commonly called
DCC, allows customers to pay in their home
currency instead of the local currency while
making international transactions.

For example, if you are shopping abroad or paying a
foreign website, you may sometimes see an
option to pay directly in Indian rupees instead of
dollars or another foreign currency.

Parle Industries shares jump
5% after PM Modi gifts Melody
to Italy PM Giorgia Meloni

HYDERABAD.(Agency)

Parle Industries shares rose sharply on Tuesday
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi gifted a pack
of Melody toffees to Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni during his visit to Italy, triggering
a fresh social media frenzy around the popular
“Melodi” trend. Shares of Parle Industries jumped
5% intraday to Rs 5.25. The stock was also up
nearly 7% over the past one week.

However, despite today’s rise, the stock remains
under pressure over the longer term. Parle
Industries shares
are still down
around 41% in
three months,
46% in six
months and over
68% in the past
one year.

The rally came
after a light-
hearted video
featuring PM
Modi and Italy PM Meloni went viral online.

In the clip shared on social media, PM Modi was
seen gifting a packet of Melody candies to
Meloni, seemingly playing on the viral “#Melodi”
phrase that internet users often use while referring
to the two leaders together.

Meloni later shared the video on X and wrote,
“Thank you for the gift.” In the video, she was also
heard saying, “He gifted... a very, very good
toffee,” after which both leaders laughed. The
moment quickly caught attention online, with the
clip gathering close to a million views within a
short span along with thousands of reactions and
comments.

Banks may soon have to
share more details on risks
and financial health, says

NEW DELHI.(Agency)

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) wants banks to
become more transparent about their financial
health. In a move aimed at giving customers,
investors and market participants a clearer picture of
how banks manage risks, the central bank has
proposed new disclosure rules under Basel III
norms. If implemented, banks may soon have to
publish more detailed information about their capital
strength, liquidity position and risk exposure every
quarter in a standard format.

WHAT HAS RBI PROPOSED?

On Tuesday, the RBI released a draft circular
proposing a revised disclosure framework for banks
under Basel Pillar 3 norms.

Under the proposal, banks will be required to publish
more detailed information on important financial
measures such as capital adequacy, leverage,
liquidity and risks. The idea is to improve
transparency and strengthen market discipline.

The central bank said lenders would need to make
quarterly disclosures in a common format so that
information becomes ecasier to compare across
banks.

WHAT KIND OF INFORMATION WILL BANKS
HAVE TO SHARE?

If the proposal comes into force, banks will have to
disclose key financial indicators, including Common
Equity Tier 1 (CETI) capital, total capital, risk-
weighted assets (RWAs), leverage ratio, liquidity
coverage ratio (LCR) and net stable funding ratio
(NSFR). In simple terms, these numbers help explain
whether a bank has enough financial strength to
absorb shocks, manage risks and meet its funding
needs. Banks will also need to explain major changes
in these figures from one quarter to another and the
reasons behind such movements.

Falling rupee isn't trousers, doesn't need
pulling up. But is it revealing too much?

The falling rupee needs no support at the moment, and foreign exchange reserves shouldn't be burnt. However, the
falling rupee might be pointing to a deeper investment problem. Everything explained here in layman's terms.

New Delhi.(Agency)

It's trousers that have levels— the retro
high-rise, the classic mid-waist or the
bold low-waist. For currencies,
fundamentally virtuous level. On a

downhill roll, the Indian rupee

lifetime low of 96.81 against the US
dollar on Wednesday, and experts believe
it could slide further. While it might be a
tempting thought, a falling rupee, unlike a
pair of trousers, doesn't need pulling up.
Not at least now. However, the rupee's
weakening often becomes an emotive and

political issue.

The world is reeling due to the war in the
Middle East that began on February 28
with Israeli and American airstrikes on
Iran. India, which depends on energy

imports, has been particularly

consumes around 5.5 barrels of crude
daily, and every barrel of crude is
extracting additional dollars.

At such times, politics takes precedence
over policy. The Congress and other
Opposition parties are out with a
bazooka, attacking the BJP-led NDA
government over the rupee that seems
to be on Ozempic. It is the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) which intervenes
during currency volatility, using the
country's foreign exchange (forex)
reserve. India's war chest is adequately
stocked as of now with $697 billion.

"Presently the market perception is that
the RBI would let the rupee find its own
level because there is an advantage for
exports and also a natural barrier to
imports," Madan Sabnavis, Bank of

there's no

touched a

hit. India

Baroda Chief Economist and author, told  market forces to determine its value.

India Today Digital. Global trade is done "India's close to $700 billion in foreign
in US dollars, and countries keep adequate

exchange reserves will not run out because
of higher imports. The only way
reserves getdepleted is if RBI decides
to sell foreign exchange reserves to
support the rupee," wrote Gita
Gopinath, Harvard University
economist and former deputy
managing director of the IMF, in an
op-ed in The Times of India. The
piece was titled 'Let The Rupee Do Its
Work'. A weaker rupee makes Indian
exports competitive in the
international market. But for India,
which imports more than it exports, a
weak rupee leads to domestic price rise.
That's when the RBI steps in to control
inflation.

reserves of greenbacks for any
contingency. Experts are suggesting that it
is best that the RBI doesn't burn valuable
forex to shore up the rupee, allowing

The sharp fall in the domestic currency

The yield on the US 30-year Treasury

Rupee hits record low, inches
closer to 97 against US dollar

New Delhi.(Agency)

The rupee weakened to a record low of

96.88 against the US dollar on

further, putting renewed pressure on
emerging-market currencies,
including the rupee.

Wednesday, pressured by surging US Why is the rupee falling?
bond yields, elevated crude oil prices Analysts said the rupee is currently
facing pressure from multiple global

and persistent strength in the dollar, as
investors turned cautious on
emerging-market assets.

comes amid mounting concerns that
global interest rates could remain

elevated for longer, tightening =

liquidity conditions and triggering
fresh capital outflows from riskier
markets.

climbed to 5.18%, approaching
levels last seen before the 2008
global financial crisis, after investors
reassessed expectations around US
monetary policy in the face of sticky
inflation and geopolitical tensions
linked to the Iran conflict. The spike in
Treasury yields strengthened the dollar

triggers, including a stronger dollar,
rising US yields, expensive crude oil
and persistent demand for dollars from
importers.

Brent crude continued to trade above

$110 per barrel, raising concerns over

India’s import bill, inflation trajectory

and current account deficit. Since

India imports a majority of its crude oil

requirements, sustained high oil prices

tend to increase dollar outflows and
weaken the domestic currency.

The rupee had weakened to an
intraday low of 96.61 in the
previous session before settling
at 96.54, weighed down by
importer dollar demand and
weakness across regional
currencies. Rajesh Palviya,
Head of Research at Axis Direct,
said rising US bond yields have
kept the dollar firm, pushing the
rupee to fresh record lows and
adding pressure on broader

emerging-market sentiment. “Rising

US bond yields also kept the dollar

firm, pushing the Indian rupee to fresh

record lows against the greenback and
adding pressure on emerging-market
sentiment,” Palviya said.

Wait 5 years for gratuity or take the pay
hike? Here's what Indian workers said

New Delhi.(Agency)

“Risk toh Spider-Man ko bhi lena padta

hai” (“Even Spider-Man has to take
risks”), says Ranbir Kapoor in Rocket
Singh: Salesman of the Year. But what
ifthe ‘risk’ is not about chasing dreams,
but resigning from a job just months
before gratuity lands in your account?

Imagine this: you are four months away

from completing five years at your
company when a recruiter calls with a
tempting offer, i.e., better pay, bigger
role, shinier title. Exciting? Of course.
But there is a catch. Leave too soon,
and you could miss out on gratuity —a
lump-sum benefit paid when
employment ends, which employees
can generally claim only after
completing five years of continuous
service in most cases. For lakhs of
salaried Indians, this is more than a

workplace dilemma. It is a quiet

HONESTLY, ITHURT’

calculation made somewhere between The first person I spoke to was Kush

disappointing appraisals, rising EMIs
and tempting LinkedIn messages: stay
for guaranteed money or leave for a

bigger opportunity?

Curious about what people actually
choose, I spoke to professionals across
industries, and their answers turned out
to be far more emotional, practical and
divided than I expected.

I MISSED GRATUITY ONCE — AND

Sharma, a working professional from

Delhi. His response felt instantly

familiar — the kind many mid-career
professionals quietly wrestle with.
Kush admitted he had already faced
this crossroads once. He left a job
before completing five years
because a better opportunity came
along, but the decision came with
regret.

“I did feel bad about missing out on
gratuity. At the end of the day,
everyone works for financial

growth and stability. Many employees
spend 3-4 years in one organisation,
gain experience and skills, and then get
a better opportunity. It becomes
difficult because gratuity is linked to
completing five years.”

Sensex opens 600 points
lower, Nifty below 23,500; Tata
Steel falls 2%

New Delhi.(Agency)

Benchmark stock market indices opened lower
on Wednesday, triggered by uncertainty in the
West Asia war and the falling rupee. The BSE
Sensex fell 389.19 points, or 0.52%, to
74,811.66 in early trade, while the NSE Nifty50
dropped 107.90 points, or 0.46%, to 23,510.10
asof9:39am.

Dr VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Investments Limited, said
that globally stock markets are facing a
headwind from rising bond yields.

"In US, the 10-year is yield is at 4.66% and the 30
- year yield has spiked to 5.19% — the highest
level in the last 22 years. This is a red flag to
equity markets. With the risk-free return at such
high levels, the appetite for risky equity should
decline. This is more valid in the case of highly
valued Al stocks. But then markets have an
ability to surprise and, therefore, the correction
need not happen at a time when everyone
expects," he added.

After the opening bell, Sun Pharmaceutical
Industries Ltd led the Sensex gainers, rising
0.20%. It was followed by Adani Ports and
Special Economic Zone Ltd, which gained
0.09%. Bharat Electronics Ltd saw the sharpest
fall, dropping 3.04%. Tata Steel Ltd declined
2.65%, Eternal Ltd slipped 1.58%, UltraTech
Cement Ltd was down 1.22%, and State Bank
of India Ltd fell 1.04% in early trade. "In India
the market headwind comes from macro
concerns. In FY 27 GDP growth will be lower at
around 6% and inflation can be higher at about
5.5%. It appears that the market has already
discounted this," said Vijaykumar. "Even
during market weakness, there will be good
appetite for promising growth stocks. As a
measure of abundant caution investors should
give priority to value stocks which are available
at fair valuations now. These are testing times.
Patience is the key to success," he added.

Need PF money fast? EPF0 may soon let
you withdraw funds through UPI

Labour Minister Mansukh

Mandaviya said on Tuesday that

the Employees' Provident Fund

employees could soon access their EPF
savings with just a few taps on their HOW THE NEW UPI FACILITY

phones.

EPFO TESTING UPI-BASED PF Under the proposed system, a certain

WITHDRAWALS

Organisation (EPFO) has completed Labour Minister Mansukh

testing for a facility that would

allow members to withdraw their

Employees' Provident Fund (EPF)
using the UPI payment gateway.

Mandaviya said on Tuesday
that the Employees” Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) has
completed testing for a facility
that would allow members to
withdraw their Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF) using the

New Delhi.(Agency)

Waiting for your PF money could soon
become much faster and easier. Instead
of filing claims and waiting days for
processing, EPFO subscribers may soon
be able to transfer their provident fund
money directly to their bank accounts

using UPIL.

The government says testing for this new
feature has already been completed, and
if all goes as planned, lakhs of

UPI payment gateway.
Speaking to reporters, the
minister said the withdrawn
amount will be transferred
directly into a subscriber’s bank
account. The move is part of

simpler for members.

EPFO’s efforts to improve service
delivery and make access to funds

At present, EPFO subscribers usually
need to file withdrawal claims to access
their PF money, a process many find

slow and paperwork-heavy.

MAY WORK

complete the transfer, members may
simply use their linked UPI PIN, adding
an extra layer of security to the
transaction.

portion of an EPF account is expectedto Once the money reaches the bank

EPFO

gmployee

accounts.

s Provident
Fund Organisation

remain frozen, while a large part of the
balance could be made available for

withdrawal through UPI-linked bank

Subscribers will reportedly be able to
view the amount eligible for withdrawal
in their seeded bank accounts. To

account, members can use
it freely, whether for digital
payments, transfers, or cash
withdrawals through
ATMs.

A BIG RELIEF FOR
OVER SEVEN CRORE
EPFO MEMBERS

The new system could benefit
more than seven crore
EPFO members across
India. EPFO has reportedly
been working to fix
software-related issues to
ensure the smooth rollout of the facility.

For many salaried employees, quicker
access to PF money could prove useful
during emergencies or major life events,
especially when immediate funds are
needed.
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Bail under UAPA: Government to seek larger
bench review amid conflicting judgments

Delhi Police sought consideration of bail under the UAPA by a larger bench, citing conflicting judicial rulings on the legal standards

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi Police has urged the Supreme
Court to refer the issue of granting bail in
terror cases under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) to a larger bench,
citing apparently conflicting rulings by
coordinating benches on the legal standard
in allowing the relief. Additional Solicitor
General SV Raju, appearing for the Delhi
Police in the larger conspiracy case linked
to the 2020 Delhi riots, made the
submission before a bench of Justice
Aravind Kumar and Justice PB Varale,
which was hearing bail pleas filed by Delhi

UAPA.

The development comes as the
Supreme Court on Monday. while
hearing a separate case, raised
questions over the top court's
earlier order denying bail to
activist Umar Khalid, reiterating
that “bail is the rule and jail is the
exception” even in cases under the

The court observed that a binding
precedent relating to prolonged
incarceration appeared to have
been overlooked in Khalid’s case.
He has been in jail since 2020 in

governing the grant of bail under the anti-terror law.

riots accused Tasleem Ahmed and United
Against Hate member Khalid Saifi against
the Delhi High Court’s refusal to grant them
bail.

connection with the alleged larger
conspiracy behind the Delhiriots.

ASG Raju requested that the matter be taken

up on Wednesday to consider whether it

should be referred to a larger bench. He said
he required time to examine the Supreme
Court’s judgment delivered on Monday in
Syed Iftikhar Andrabi vs National
Investigation Agency concerning bail

under the UAPA.On Monday, a
bench of Justice BV Nagarathna and
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan held that bail
remains the rule even in UAPA cases
and expressed reservations about
earlier rulings that had adopted a
narrower approach to granting bail
under the law.Justice Bhuyan on
Monday specifically questioned the
correctness of the rulings in the
Khalid case and another UAPA case
involving Gurwinder Singh in
Punjab. The judgment observed that
the denial of bail to Khalid and Imam

appeared to have overlooked the three-
judge bench ruling in Union of India vs KA
Najeeb, which held that prolonged
incarceration and the improbability of an

carly conclusion of trial could justify the
grant of bail even in UAPA cases.Justice
Bhuyan said, “A judgment rendered by a
bench of lesser strength is bound by the law
declared by the bench of greater strength.
Judicial discipline mandates that such a
binding precedent must either be followed
or, in case of doubt, be referred to a larger
bench. A smaller bench cannot dilute,
circumvent or disregard the ratio of a larger
bench.”

In January, the Supreme Court granted bail to

five accused in the Delhi riots larger
conspiracy case while denying relief to
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam. The remaining
accused, including Ahmed and Saifi,
subsequently approached the apex court
seeking similarrelief.

City’s chief poll officer meets parties
to discuss SIR

New Delhi.(Agency)

Delhi Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) Ashok Kumar on
Tuesday held the first meeting with representatives of
political parties after the announcement of the special
intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls, ahead of the
exercise’s roll-out on June 30.

The party representatives were given a brief on the whole
exercise, and their questions were answered. They
assured full cooperation for successfully completing
the exercise in the city, said an officer of the CEO’s
office.The emphasis was on ensuring coordination
between booth level officers (BLOs) of the poll body
and the booth level agents (BLAs) of the parties for
smooth conduct of the SIR, said the Delhi BIP’s state
coordinator for EC-related affairs.

He said the party had already appointed around 12,600
BLAs for participation in the SIR.

The BLOs will conduct door-to-door surveys from June
30 for verification of Delhi’s electoral rolls. They will
provide enumeration forms to the voters to be filled and
provided to the BLOs for submission.

The CEO office will provide the facility of online
submission of completed enumeration forms. BLAs of
parties can submit a maximum of 50 filled-up
enumeration forms daily, officials said.

Political parties in Delhi have intensified preparations
for the SIR by focusing on training their BLAs across
nearly 13,000 polling booths in the city.The CEQ’s
office said that the main objective of the SIR is to
ensure that *no eligible citizen is left out while no
ineligible person is included in the electoral roll”. The
exercise will cover all voters aged 18 years and above
by the qualifying date. which is October 1.

Door-to-door visits will start from June 30 and conclude
on July 29, after which the draft electoral roll will be
published on August 5. The final electoral roll after the
SIR will be published on October 7.Delhi Congress
president Devender Yadav said that the party was well
prepared with the deployment of BLAs at each booth to
fightany kind of “disturbance” in the SIR.

Pharmacists, commercial
vehicle operators to go on strike

on financial concern

New Delhi.(Agency)

The capital is set to witness back-to-back protests
this week as chemists and commercial vehicle
operators have announced separate strikes over
regulatory and financial concerns.The All India
Organisation of Chemists and Druggists has
announced a nationwide pharmacy strike on May
20 opposing the rapid and unregulated expansion
of e-pharmacies and online medicine delivery
services.

Meanwhile, commercial vehicle unions in Delhi-
NCR have also announced a three-day strike from
May 21 to May 23. Drivers are demanding an
immediate hike in auto and taxi fares to cope with
rising petrol, diesel and CNG prices.

A member of Indira Pharmacy said the nationwide
pharmacy strike is mainly driven by the growing
shift of customers towards online medicine
platforms offering heavy discounts.

“People are choosing online apps because medicines
are available at cheaper rates than at physical
stores. Small pharmacies are struggling to compete
with these discounts,” the member said,
highlighting concerns over the survival of
traditional chemist shops.

Rai Medios from Mahavir Enclave in Dwarka said,
“Online platforms offer heavy discounts that local
pharmacies cannot match, making it difficult for
small chemist shops to survive. We support the
strike and our store will remain closed on the strike
day.”

Echoing a similar concern, Ali Haider, a pharmacist
who has been working in the sector for the past
eight years, said, “If small chemist shops shut
down, people may realise their importance only
during emergencies, when nearby pharmacies are
the quickest source of medicines. The government
should recognise this.”

Capital records season’s highest power
demand, touches 7,776 MW mark

New Delhi.(Agency)

The capital’s peak power demand has
witnessed a sharp rise in May 2026
as compared to previous years,
reflecting the impact of an intense
and early summer.

According to SLDC data, Delhi’s &

peak power demand on Tuesday

touched 7,776 MW at 3:30 pm, §

which marks the highest recorded

so far in 2026. On Monday, the )

city’s peak power demand had
reached 7,542 MW in
afternoon and further increased to
7,600 MW during the night.

The BSES discoms met the peak
power demand of 3,492 MW and
1,683 MW in their respective areas.

Earlier, on April 27, 2026, Delhi’s
peak power demand had surpassed
the 7,000 MW mark for the first
time ever in April, touching 7,078

Technical issues disrupt Class XII re-
evaluation process, date extended

New Delhi.(Agency)
Frustrated students spent hours
refreshing web pages, waiting for
OTPs and repeatedly logging into the
CBSE portal on Tuesday
as the Board opened its
Class 12 re-evaluation and
answer-sheet verification |
process for 2026. What
many expected to be a
quick application process
turned into a stressful
experience because of
slow-loading pages and
frequent portal glitches, _

Following technical issues §
faced by several students,
the Central Board of
Secondary Education on Tuesday
evening issued a circular extending
the dates forre-evaluation.

“It is hereby informed to all

MW at 3:30 pm. However, in
comparison, the 7,000 MW level
was reached only in May during
2024 and 2025.

Delhi is expected to witness another

the B

significant rise in electricity
demand this summer. As per the
SLDC projections, as against the
all-time high peak demand of 8,656
MW recorded in 2025, Delhi’s peak
power demand is expected to cross
9,000 MW this year.

problem encountered on the CBSE

DGCA officers to inspect Boeing
fuel control switch at US facility
in June

Flight AIC 132, operating from London Heathrow

BSES has claimed that their discoms

to Bengaluru on February 2, 2026, was grounded

are fully geared up to ensure a

after a malfunction was reported in the switch.

reliable power supply to more than
53 lakh consumers and nearly 2.25
crore residents across South, West,
East and Central Delhi.These
arrangements include long-term
PPAs, bilateral tie-ups, banking
arrangements with other states and
deployment of advanced
technologies such as Al and ML-
based demand forecasting to
accurately estimate load and
maintain uninterrupted supply.
Additionally, around 2,670 MW of
green power will play a key role in
ensuring reliable electricity supply
during the summer months in BSES
areas. On the other hand, Tata
Power-DDL also supplied the
season’s peak demand of 2220 MW
to date seamlessly.

e e

New Delhi.(Agency)

Aviation regulator, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), has directed the
inspection of the Fuel Control Switch (FCS) of
an Air India Boeing 787-8 aircraft that
operated from London Heathrow to Bengaluru
by its officers in June at the Boeing facility in
the US.

Flight AIC
Heathrow to Bengaluru on February 2, 2026,
was grounded after a malfunction was reported
in the switch.The Fuel Control Switch in
Boeing aircraft came under international
scrutiny following the Air India Ahmedabad
plane crash on June 12, 2025, in which 260
people were killed. According to investigators,
the switch had moved to the “OFF’ position
after take-off, cutting off fuel supply to the

132, operating from London

aircraft.

already creating pressure among

An official release from the Aviation Ministry
said the aircraft was grounded after an entry in
the Pilot Defect Report stated that the left FCS
“slips from RUN to CUT OFF when pushed
slightly and does not lock positively in its
selected position™.

Based on recommendations from the Original
Equipment Manufacturer, Air India conducted

o

website for post-verification
facilities, and to ensure sufficient
time for students, the last date for

| ) |

A
S

obtaining scanned copies of
evaluated answer books has been
extended from May 22 to May 23,
2026,” the CBSE statement read.
With college admissions and cut-offs

students, the technical glitches added

to their anxiety. Several students

complained that the portal kept
freezing midway, while
others said even basic steps
such as captcha verification
and page loading were taking
unusually long.

“Today’s re-evaluation portal
opening was honestly quite
frustrating. The website kept
hanging and even the captcha
took forever to load, which
made the whole process
unnecessarily time-

Bagga, a Class 12 student of
Mount Carmel School.Many students
said they spent nearly their entire
morning trying to access the portal

properly.

consuming,” said Ishanvi

a preliminary inspection and functional testing
of the switch in Bengaluru in the presence of
Directorate General of Civil Aviation officers.

“Upon review of the inspection results and
evidence provided, OEM concluded that the
Fuel Control Switch was mechanically
functioning as designed and considered the
unit serviceable,” the release said.

The DGCA India, as part of continued
airworthiness of the involved Fuel Control
Switch, has directed for their inspection at
OEM facility in presence of its officers, it
added.

International scrutiny after Ahmedabad
crash

The Fuel Control Switch in Boeing aircraft came
under global scrutiny following the Air India
Ahmedabad plane crash on June 12, 2025, in
which 260 people were killed. According to
investigators, the switch had moved to *OFF’
position after take-off, cutting off fuel supply.

stakeholders that due to a technical

Delhi's three landfill sites await
processing of 44 LMT legacy waste

New Delhi.(Agency)

With a little over six months left before
the deadline to flatten two of Delhi’s
three landfill mountains, the city still has
nearly 44 lakh metric tonnes (LMT) of
legacy waste waiting to be processed at
the Bhalswa and Okhla landfill sites.

A few days ago, Delhi Mayor Pravesh
Wahi said that the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi aims to clear the
Bhalswa and Okhla landfill sites by the
end of this year, while the complete
remediation of the Ghazipur landfill will
be completed by the end of 2027, Wahi
said that the civic body is continuously
carrying out biomining and remediation
work at the three legacy waste sites.

Official progress figures accessed by the
newspaper show that the Bhalswa
landfill, targeted to be flattened by
December 2026, still has 26 lakh metric

tonnes of waste remaining,.

So far, authorities have reclaimed 35
acres of land, but the site continues to
carry one of the city’s largest waste
burdens despite the deployment of 24
trommel machines for processing old
garbage.

Meanwhile, the situation at the Okhla

landfill, for which the earlier July 2026 BESSSES

completion target has now been
extended, appears comparatively
better but still remains far from
completion. Around 18 LMT of waste is
yet to be cleared from the site. Official
figures show that nearly 25 acres have
already been cleared through biomining
operations, with 18 trommels currently
deployed on the ground.

Taken together, the two landfill sites still
hold 44 lakh metric tonnes of legacy
waste— equivalent to millions of tonnes

of decades-old mixed garbage that must
be excavated, segregated and processed
before the deadlines can be met.

The figures also indicate contrasting
trajectories at the two sites. Bhalswa
landfill has reclaimed more land than
Okhla but still carries a significantly
larger waste burden. Okhla landfill,
however, has less waste remaining and
more land recovered relative to the
waste still left to be processed.

The landfill-flattening exercise forms
part of Delhi’s broader push to
eliminate the city’s infamous garbage
mountains through biomining. In this
process, old waste is excavated and
passed through trommels—large
rotating screening machines that
separate soil-like material, recyclable
components and fuel.

However, the remaining volume
continues to raise questions about the
pace at which the work can be
completed.The third landfill, Ghazipur,
has a later deadline of December 2027,
with 67 LMT of waste still remaining,
making it Delhi’s biggest unfinished
waste-remediation challenge. For now,
however, the focus is likely to remain on
whether Bhalswa and Okhla can clear
the tens of lakh tonnes of waste still
standing between them and their
promised flattening targets.
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5.9-magnitude earthquake
hits Japan's Kagoshima, no
tsunami warning for now

World. (Agency)
A powerful 5.9-magnitude earthquake struck

US set up a chessboard with Munir as a
pawn years ago. It's playing out now

Kagoshima region of southern Japan on
Wednesday, shaking buildings and triggering panic
among residents. The tremors were felt across
several parts of the area, though authorities were
still assessing the situation.No tsunami warning had

been issued immediately after the quake, and there
were no initial reports of casualties or major
damage.According to Japanese media, the Japan
Meteorological Agency said "the magnitude 5.9
quake struck near Okinawa Main Island, and had an
intensity of upper 5 on the Japanese scale of 0 to 7 in
the hardest-hit areas," adding, "There is no risk of
tsunami",

Japan, one of the world’s most earthquake-prone
countries, frequently experiences seismic activity
due toits location along the Pacific Ring of Fire. The
latest seismic activity comes just four days after
another strong earthquake struck off the eastern
coast of Japan’s main island of Honshu, briefly
disrupting train services and prompting emergency
alerts across parts of the Tohoku region. That quake
also caused no tsunami threat or immediate reports
of casualties or significant damage.

Mosque security guard
hailed as hero for saving
140 children in San Diego
attack

World.(Agency)

A security guard killed in the shooting at the Islamic
Centre of San Diego has been hailed as a hero for
helping save about 140 schoolchildren by
confronting two teenage gunmen during the attack,
authorities said on Tuesday.San Diego police
identified the guard as Amin Abdullah, also known as
Brian Climax. According to Police Chief Scott Wahl,
Abdullah exchanged gunfire with the suspects in the
mosque parking lot on Monday, delaying and
distracting them as they attempted to move deeper
into the complex.

Abdullah was fatally shot during the confrontation,
along with two other men who authorities said helped
draw the attackers away from crowded areas of the
mosque while officers rushed to the scene.Police said
Abdullah also transmitted the emergency radio call
that triggered lockdown procedures inside the
mosque complex. allowing worshippers and children
attending classes at the adjacent Bright Horizon
Academy to shelter behind locked doors.

“His actions, without a doubt, delayed, distracted and
ultimately deterred those two individuals from
gaining access to the greater areas of the mosque
where as many as 140 kids were within 15 feet of
these suspects,” Wahl told reporters, according to
Reuters.The two suspects, identified by officials as
Caleb Vasquez, 18, and Cain Clark, 17, fled the
mosque complex by car shortly after the shooting.
Police later found both teenagers dead inside the
vehicle several blocks away from what investigators
believe were self-inflicted gunshot wounds.

Taha Hassane, imam and director of the mosque,

described the three victims as “our martyrs and our
heroes.”

Authorities said the attack is being investigated as a
hate crime. FBI officials confirmed that one of the
suspects left behind a manifesto, while investigators
also discovered anti-Islamic writings inside a vehicle
connected to the pair.

A chesshoard had been laid much

earlier. A game had begun even before

on the very day Russia invaded Ukraine,
the all-out war between him and the
military establishment, his fall from grace,

former Pakistan PM Imran Khan

realised it, and Asim Munir took over

imprisonment, and now the rise of
Field Marshal Asim Munir as
arguably the most powerful man

as the army chief. The US moved the

ieces for a regime change in Pakistan.
It now has a strategically placed player

Pakistan has seen are all
connected. The chain of events in
Pakistan since the early 2022s led to
the outcome which was planned. It all
seemed orchestrated by a king and his

as the Middle East burns.

pawn, according to a report by
American outlet Drop Site News on

DAKAR. (Agency)

Pakistan is where anything can happen. It's
also a place where everything happens for a
reason. Nothing happens in isolation,
Governments fall, generals rise, prime
ministers turn into prisoners and prisoners
into symbols of resistance. Former
Pakistan PM Imran Khan's rise to power,
his anti-American posturing, his
"absolutely not" doctrine. his Moscow visit

May 18.The Drop Site News report
now appears to fit all the events
mentioned above together like a
Jigsaw puzzle.

The chessboard had been laid much

board. Washington watched, nudged and
orchestrated events in Pakistan from a
distance.While headlines on the report's

earlier. The game had already begun long
before Imran Khan realised it. And in the
game reminiscent of the "Great" one from
the Cold War-era, Asim Munir was not the
king, but the pawn being moved across the

Moment US cargo plane lost engine
before fiery crash that killed 15

World.(Agency)

New surveillance footage released by
the National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) shows the precise
moment UPS Airlines Flight 2976 lost
its left engine and pylon during takeoff
from Louisville Muhammad Ali
International Airport, offering
investigators their clearest visual
evidence yet of the catastrophic
November 2025 crash that killed 15
people, New York Post reported.The
newly released CCTV video captures
the cargo aircraft accelerating down
the runway before lifting off.

Seconds later, the left engine and its
pylon — the structure attaching the
engine to the wing — can be seen
tearing away from the aircraft.

In the footage. the detached engine falls
toward the ground as the jet continues

climbing briefly, trailing debris,
before losing control.oments later, the
aircraft disappears from view and a
fireball erupts, sending thick black
smoke into the sky over Louisville’s
industrial outskirts.

The aircraft, a 34-year-old McDonnell

Douglas MD-11F freighter, had
departed for Hawaii on November 4,
2025.The crash happened moments
after takeoff, scattering debris over

nearly half a mile and igniting a large
blaze near the airport.

All three crew members on board died,
along with 12 people on the ground.
More than 20 others were
injured.UPS identified the deceased
crew as Captain Richard Wartenberg
(57), First Officer Lee Truitt (45), and
International Relief Officer Captain
Dana Diamond (62).0ne of the

injured on the ground, Alain
Rodriguez Colina, later died from his
injuries on Christmas Day, raising the
deathtollto 15.

NTSB PROBES UPS FLIGHT 2976

CRASH

The footage was released as the NTSB

opened a two-day hearing in
Washington this week to examine why
the aircraft lost an engine shortly after
departure, a CNN report said.

Trump says US could strike Iran again
within days as Tehran warns of 'new fronts’

World.(Agency)

Tensions between the United States and
Iran escalated sharply on Tuesday after
US President Donald Trump said

Washington could launch
fresh military strikes
against Iran within days
if ongoing negotiations
fail, while Tehran warned
it would retaliate by
opening “new fronts”
against the US.

Speaking at the White §
House, Trump claimed
he had been close to
authorising military
action before pausing the
decision following
requests from American
allies in the Gulf
region.”I was about an hour away from
making a decision,” Trump told
reporters, adding that Gulf partners
had informed him that negotiations
brokered by Pakistan were making
progress and requested additional time

“a limited period of time — two or
three days, at least™ for talks to
continue. However, he warned that
military action remained on the table.

o

“It could be Friday, it could be the

weekend, it could be early next week,”
Trump said while discussing the
possibility of renewed strikes. “We
can’t let them have a new nuclear
weapon.”

did not provide further
details.Referring to previous failed
negotiations, Trump said the current
round of diplomacy appeared different
from earlier attempts.We’ve
had periods of time where we
had, we thought, pretty much
getting close to making a deal,
and it didn’t work out. But this
is a little bit different,” he said.

Meanwhile, Israeli broadcaster
Kan TV reported that the
United States and Israel had
completed joint preparations
for a possible resumption of
military operations against
Iran.

Citing a US security official, the
report said, “The United
States and Israel are fully

coordinated. Neither side will be

surprised if a decision is made to
resume the war.”’According to the
report, the Isracli military has also
strengthened defensive preparations
amid fears that growing speculation

revelations focused largely on Imran
Khan's removal from the prime minister's
post through an internationally-backed
plot. But another angle, perhaps even more
intriguing, is that the man who today sits at
the pinnacle of Pakistan's power structure,

Asim Munir, was central to the bigger

rouge geopolitical rearrangement. The

report also noted that Pakistan, in pursuit of
its "strategic depth", continues to
oscillate between dependence and
bargaining at high tables in Washington,
Beijing, Riyadh and Rawalpindi, while
behaving like a sovereign nation.

At the heart of it all is the cipher case. It is
a classified diplomatic cable sent in
March 2022, by Pakistan's then
ambassador to Washington, Assad
Majeed Khan, to Islamabad's Foreign
Ministry. The cable quoted senior US
official Donald Lu as allegedly saying
that "all will be forgiven in Washington"
if the no-confidence vote against Imran
Khan succeeded. That single line would

go on to become the political nuclear

weapon around which Imran Khan would
base his anti-American narrative, much to
the displeasure of the establishment in

Rawalpindi.

Small price to pay: Norwegian
journalist says Insta,
Facebook accounts suspended

World.(Agency)

Norwegian journalist Helle Lyng, who drew attention
after attempting to question Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during a joint media briefing in Norway, has
claimed that her Instagram and Facebook accounts
were suspended amid a wave of online
backlash.Posting on X, Lyng said she had been unable
to access her Instagram account throughout the day
before it was suspended. “It is a small prize to pay for
press freedom, but I've never experienced it before,”
she wrote while sharing a screenshot of the alleged
suspension notice.

In another post, Lyng informed users trying to contact
her through Meta-owned platforms that both her
Instagram and Facebook accounts had been
suspended. “l have wanted to respond to as many
Indians as possible, but my responses will now be
delayed. I hope I will get my accounts back,” she
wrote while tagging Meta,

The controversy began after Lyng attempted to question
PM Modi during a joint media interaction with
Norway’s prime minister. “Why don't you take some
questions from the freest press in the world?” she
shouted as the Indian prime minister left the room.
While it was unclear whether Modi heard the remark,
the moment quickly went viral on social media.

Later, Lyng defended her actions on X, saying she did
not expect Modi to answer her question. Referring to
global press freedom rankings, she wrote that Norway
occupies the top spot on the World Press Freedom
Index while India ranks 157th. Lyng works for Oslo-
based newspaper Dagsavisen.

As the exchange triggered political reactions online, the
Indian embassy in Norway invited Lyng to a separate
press briefing later in the day. During that interaction,
she again raised questions related to India’s credibility
and human rights record. MEA Secretary (West) Sibi
George responded by highlighting India’s
civilisational history, contributions such as chess and
yoga, and the country’s Covid vaccine outreach.

The episode also sparked a fierce social media backlash
against Lyng, with several users accusing her of being
a “foreign plant”, “spy™ and even a “Chinese proxy”,
citing some of her earlier articles on China and
President Xi Jinping. Others argued that the event was
a joint media briefing rather than a formal press
conference.As criticism intensified, Lyng issued
another clarification on X. “I never thought I would
have to write this, but I am not a foreign spy of any
sort, sent out by any foreign government. My work is
journalism,” she said.

Despite the controversy, the incident dramatically
boosted Lyng’s visibility online. Her X following
reportedly surged from fewer than 800 followers

Trump also claimed that Iranian leaders

were “begging” for a deal, though he about renewed conflict could trigger a

preemptive [ranian response.

fordiplomacy.
The US President said he agreed to allow

Russian troops secretly trained by China
return to fight against Ukraine: Report

World.(Agency)

UChina's armed forces secretly trained about
200 Russian military personnel in China
late last year and some have since returned
to fight in Ukraine, according to three
European intelligence agencies and
documents seen by Reuters.While China
and Russia have held a number of joint
military exercises since Moscow's full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, Beijing
has repeatedly stated that it is neutral in the
conflict and presents itself as a peace
mediator. requests for comment on the details

The covert training sessions, which  outlinedinthisarticle.
predominantly focused on the use of On the Ukraine crisis, China has [
drones, were outlined in a dual-language  consistently maintained an
Russian-Chinese agreement signed by  objective and impartial stance and ot 250
senior Russian and Chinese officers in  worked to promote peace talks, this S AR A h
Beijing on July 2, 2025.The agreement, is consistent and clear and is
reviewed by Reuters, said about 200 witnessed by the international
Russian troops would be trained at military ~ community," China's foreign ministry said
facilities in locations including Beijingand  inastatement to Reuters. "Relevant parties
the eastern city of Nanjing. The sources  should not deliberately stoke confrontation
said around this number subsequently  or shift blame."The intelligence agencies
trained in China. spoke on condition they not be identified in

before Monday to more than 45,000 within days.

India's Nuclear Sector Opens
to the World: How the SHANTI
Act Is Rewriting History

World.(Agency)

A 20-member U.S. nuclear industry delegation met
Union Minister of State for Science and
Technology Dr lJitendra Singh on Monday to
explore investment opportunities in India's nuclear
sector, months after the SHANTI Act overhauled
the country's six-decade-old nuclear laws.

The delegation, comprising representatives from the
Nuclear Energy Institute and the U.S.-India
Strategic Partnership Forum, discussed
manufacturing partnerships, supply chain
integration and technology cooperation under
India's Nuclear Energy Mission.

Singh said India aims to scale nuclear power
capacity from 8.8 gigawatts to 100 gigawatts by
2047 through a phased expansion strategy, adding
that the programme was creating major
opportunities for global partnerships in
manufacturing, technology cooperation, supply
chain integration and advanced research.The
estimated market value stands at nearly 300 billion
dollars.The Sustainable Harnessing and
Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming
India Act, 2025, repeals the Atomic Energy Act of
1962 and the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage
Act of 2010, replacing both with a single
comprehensive law.

rehearse coordination between their armed
forces. As the West tried to isolate Russia,
China provided a lifeline by buying its oil,
gas and coal.

Chinese leader Xi Jinping is due to host
Russian President Vladimir Putin on
Tuesday and Wednesday, less than a
week after U.S. President Donald
Trump's high-profile visit.

China and Russia have cast Putin's trip -
his 25th visit to China - as further
evidence of their "all-weather"
partnership, even as the West urges
Beijing to pressure Moscow into
ending its war in Ukraine.

DRONE WARFARE

Drones have proved to be a vital
weapon in Ukraine.Both sides use
long-range models to attack targets

hundreds of miles away, while on the
battlefield, smaller drones remote
controlled by pilots using first person view
equipment (FPV) and armed with
explosives dominate the sky, making it
hazardous for armoured.

order to discuss sensitive
information.European powers, which see
Russia as a major security threat, have
watched warily at increasingly close
relations between Russia and China, the

The agreement also said hundreds of Chinese
troops would undergo training at military
facilities in Russia.

By training Russian military personnel at an
operational and tactical level who then
participate in Ukraine, China is far
more directly involved in the war on
the European continent than
previously known, one intelligence |3
official said.

The Russian and Chinese defence
ministries did not respond to

i
e /
:

-

world's second largest economy and an
important European Union trade
partner.The two nations announced a "no
limits" strategic partnership days before
Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022 and
pledged to conduct military exercises to
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Ravindra Jadeja
2.0? Harsh Dubey
could be India's next
all-format weapon

New Delhi. (Agency)

For more than a decade and a half, Ravindra
Jadeja has been the ultimate security blanket
for Indian cricket. At 37, he remains a multi-
format monster, the kind of foundational
player who single-handedly balances an
entire starting X1. But logic dictates that the
clock is ticking, and India's team
management is staring down a massive,
existential headache: who actually replaces
him?

For years, the blueprint for life after Jadeja
seemed simple; Axar Patel. A like-for-like
clone down to electric fielding and sharp left-
arm orthodox angles. Axar was the natural
heir, yet, succession plans rarely survive the
reality of form and time. Axar himself is now
32. and a largely forgettable Indian Premier
League campaign has exposed the fragility of
relying on a single contingency plan.

The future, it turns out, needs to be built now.

Enter Harsh Dubey.

In a decisive move to test the true depth of the
domestic circuit, selectors have called up the

India's squad vs Afghanistan: Decoding the big
snubs, what it means for the future

« 1he squad announcement for

the Afghanistan series marks
the official blueprint for India's
future. While senior pillars
remain, the selectors have
actively initiated a transition
phase, blooding a younger core
ahead of the 2027 World Cup

cycle.

New Delhi. (Agency)

India’s squad announcement for the
Afghanistan ODI and Test series was
supposed to mark the beginning of two
massive journeys.

In ODI cricket, it officially starts India’s final

South Africa, while in Tests, it opens what
the Shubman Gill-led side will hope
becomes a redemption season after a
deeply disappointing 2025-26 red-ball
cycle. But once the squads dropped, the real
conversation quickly shifted towards the
names missing rather than the names
included.

Rishabh Pant lost both his ODI spot and
Test vice-captaincy. Mohammed Shami
was not even in the selectors’ longer-
format thinking any more. Jadeja and
Axar were rested together, while even
recent ODI centurions Yashasvi Jaiswal
and Ruturaj Gaikwad could not force
their way into the 50-over squad.

At the same time, India pushed several
younger names into the spotlight.

Harsh Dubey earned selection in both

formats. Manav Suthar entered the Test
setup. Gurnoor Brar received a maiden call-
up across formats. Prince Yadav was brought
into the ODI squad as another younger fast-
bowling option India want to assess ahead of

selection meeting. India are not exactly
shutting the door on the older core yet. But
they are very clearly preparing for what
comes next.

“With regard to one-day cricket, we have
15-16 months left to that World Cup. We

want to assess what our OpIiOﬂS are,
particularly keeping in mind the conditions
in South Africa, and give exposure to some of
the newer guys,” India chief selector Ajit
Agarkarsaid.

Iyer, KL Rahul, Ishan Kishan, Hardik
Pandya, Nitish Reddy, Washington Sundar,
Kuldeep Yadav, Arshdeep Singh, Prince
Yadav, Prasidh Krishna, Gurnoor Brar,
Harsh Dubey.

India Test squad vs Afghanistan: Shubman Gill

(capt), Yashasvi Jaiswal, KL Rahul
(vc), Sai Sudharsan, Rishabh Pant,
Devdutt Padikkal, Nitish Kumar
Reddy, Washington Sundar, Kuldeep
Yadav, Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh
Krishna, Manav Suthar, Gurnoor
Brar, Harsh Dubey, Dhruv Jurel.
PANT’S WHITE-BALL SPOT IS NO
LONGER SAFE
Pant’s omission felt harsh because it
arrived from two directions at once.
He was removed as India’s Test vice-
captain, with KL Rahul stepping into
the role under Gill’s leadership setup. Then
came the bigger surprise, Pant missing
entirely from the ODI squad.

But the selectors very carefully separated those

two decisions. Agarkar repeatedly stressed

23.year-old talent from Nagpur for both the year of combinations, experiments and the 2027 World Cup. It was difficult to ignore India ODI squad vs Afghanistan: Shubman it Patit remats one .of Tadia’s. thest

one-off Test and the three-match ODI series
against Afghanistan.

"I am very confident he can fill Ravindra
Jadeja’s boots," Usman Ghani, head coach of
the Vidarbha senior men's cricket team, told
India Today. "He has done it for Vidarbha,
and he could surely do it for India. What sets
him apart isn’t just his skill set, but his
mentality. He is incredibly strong mentally,
and he has been proving that across multiple
formats in the domestic circuit."

THE BREAKOUT

Ghani’s unwavering faith is rooted in hard data.
When Vidarbha lost veteran spinner Aditya
Sarwate to Kerala in 2024, a massive vacuum
opened at the heart of their bowling attack. A
young Dubey was thrust into the role of
spearhead. "He was required to step into giant
shoes. and he did a splendid job." Ghani says.

Another Banglawash: Pakistan
sink to new low despite Rizwan
fight in Sylhet Test

NEW DELHL. (Agency)

History has a cruel habit of repeating itself, but
for Pakistan cricket, it has begun to feel like
an endless loop of humiliation. Two years
after being subjected to an unprecedented
home whitewash at the hands of
Bangladesh, the humiliation was complete
on foreign soil. On a humid Wednesday
morning at the Sylhet International Cricket
Stadium, the final wickets crumbled to seal a
comprehensive 78-run victory for the hosts,
confirming another historic "Banglawash"
with a 2-0 series sweep.

Chasing a mammoth, record-breaking target
of 437, Pakistan's fourth-innings resistance
ended at 358. On paper, scoring over 350 in
the final innings of a subcontinental Test is a
commendable feat-a point captain Shan
Masood futilely clung to in the post-match
ceremony. But in reality, it was a veneer of
respectability masking a familiar, structural
collapse. The final morning began with an
agonising, rain-delayed wait, but once the
wet patches dried and play commenced,
Bangladesh required less than an hour to
dismantle the remaining resistance.

All Pakistani hopes rested squarely on the
shoulders of Mohammad Rizwan.
Resuming on his overnight score of 75 with
Pakistan at 316 for seven, the wicketkeeper-
batter played with the grit of a man fully
aware that he was standing on a burning
deck. He navigated a probing, hostile short-
ball spell from Taskin Ahmed early on,
surviving an awkward inside edge that
narrowly missed his stumps.

Rizwan and Sajid Khan began to score freely,
adding 46 runs to the overnight score and
bringing the equation down to less than 100
runs. However, left-arm spinner Taijul Islam
got the breakthrough, removing Sajid in the
96th over and completing a five-wicket haul.

The definitive, heartbreaking moment for the
visitors came when Rizwan, orchestrating a
lonely crusade after Sajid's exit, fell just six
runs short of a well-deserved century. He
poked at a delivery angled across him by
Shoriful Islam and was caught at slip cordon.

selection calls before the 2027 World Cup in

the larger pattern unfolding underneath the

Gill, Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli, Shreyas

Arsenal crowned Premier League
champions: The 22-year wait is finally over

Arsenal are Premier League champions, ending a 22-year drought. Mikel Arteta's side clinched the fitle after Manchester City's 1-1 draw of

Bournemouth, sparking wild celebrations ahead of Sunday's coronation clash ot Crystal Palace.

London. (Agency)

The agonising 22-year drought is officially
over. Arsenal are the champions of England
once again. Mikel Arteta’s side secured the
club's 14th top-flight league title on
Tuesday night after second-placed
Manchester City stumbled to a
dramatic 1-1 draw away at
Bournemouth.

The arithmetic is locked. The Gunners sit
an unassailable four points clear at the
summit with just one match remaining.
What was supposed to be a high-stakes
final weekend has transformed into a
glorious coronation this Sunday when
Arsenal travel to Selhurst Park to face
Crystal Palace.

How the Title Was Won: A Tuesday
Night Drama

The tension in North London had been
building since Monday evening, when
Arsenal ground out a gritty 1-0 victory over
Burnley at the Emirates Stadium. Kai

Havertz proved to be the hero on the night,

wall.

latching onto a pinpoint assist from Bukayo The hosts took a stunning first-halflead in the
Saka in the 36th minute to secure the vital
three points. The result threw the ultimate

gauntlet down to Manchester City. Pep
Guardiola’s side travelled to the Vitality
Stadium knowing that only a victory on the
south coast would suffice to take the title
race down to the final day of the campaign.

Instead, they ran into a Bournemouth brick

38th minute through Eli Junior Kroupi,

sending shockwaves through the
footballing world. City piled on the
pressure in the second half, throwing
everything forward. A stoppage-time
equaliser from Erling Haaland in the
90th minute offered a brief glimmer of
hope for the visitors, but the final
whistle blew mere moments later,
mathematically handing Arsenal the
silverware.

In a poetic twist of fate, the title was
delivered to Arsenal with a massive
tactical assist from Bournemouth
manager Andoni Iraola, a close
childhood friend of Mikel Arteta.

Arteta, who had jokingly admitted the

previous day that he would be

Bournemouth’s "biggest fan" for a couple

of hours on Tuesday, saw his wishes

answered in spectacular fashion.

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi not buying into the
hype, its just the start of a long journey

Jaipur. (Agency)

The Indian Premier League (IPL) has long
been a launchpad for instant stardom, but
few players have seen their stock rise
as rapidly as 15-year-old batting
sensation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. On
Tuesday night, the teenage opener left
the cricket world awestruck at the
Sawai Mansingh Stadium, smashing a
breathtaking 38-ball 93 to lead
Rajasthan Royals to a crucial seven-
wicket victory over Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG).

Chasing a massive target of 221,
Sooryavanshi demolished the LSG
bowling attack with 10 towering sixes
and seven boundaries. It was an
extraordinary exhibition of raw power and
hand-eye coordination that even earned
him the highest praise from legendary
commentator lan Bishop on air: "He is
ready." Yet, despite reclaiming the

tournament's Orange Cap with 579 runs and
securing an India-A call-up, he remains
completely unmoved by the hype

surrounding his name.

CALCULATED CHASE,NOTIMPULSE
What makes Sooryavanshi's knock stand out

is how deeply calculated it was. Faced with
a steep 221-run mountain, a teenager might

normally look to hit his way out of trouble

immediately. Instead, the young southpaw

showed a level of tactical maturity that
completely belies his age, taking his
time early on to assess the
conditions before launching an all-
outassault,

"Nothing much. I was just thinking
because | was sitting outside during
the bowling innings and the wicket
looked good," Sooryavanshi
revealed in his post-match
interview. "I was thinking that today
I shouldn’t rush too much at the
start, I should take some time and if 1
bat for a longer period, it’s going to
help the batter at the other end as

well."Even after a quieter start, he reached

his half-century in the blink of an eye,

eventually going on to plunder 29 runs in a

single over against India’s fastest bowling

asset, Mayank Yadav,

valuable Test cricketers.

Can | get a photo?
Australia great turns
Sooryavanshi fanboy

after Jaipur storm

New Delhi. (Agency)

For three and a half decades, Justin Langer has
lived his life inside cricket's most unforgiving
cauldrons. He has ducked under Shoaib Akhtar
bouncers, traded verbal volleys with standard-

issue fast-bowling greats, and coached
Australia with the kind of intense, unblinking
grit that defines the baggy green mythos. He is
not a man easily moved to awe.

Yet, on a humid Jaipur evening, the 55-year-old
Australian legend found himself reduced to the
ultimate modern cricketing condition:
becoming a fanboy fora 15-year-old.

As Vaibhav Sooryavanshi stood on the outfield of
the Sawai Mansingh Stadium, dutifully
churning out platitudes for a standard post-
match [PL digital video, a shadow fell over the
frame. It was Langer. The Lucknow Super
Giants head coach hadn't just stayed back to
offer a polite, perfunctory handshake. He
wanted a memento.

"Can I get a photo, please?" Langer asked, almost
gently, interrupting the recording. The teenager
paused, momentarily shedding his status as the
tournament's premier destroyer to offer the
respectful compliance of a schoolboy. Langer
beamed, tucked into the frame, and delivered a
parting line that belonged in a time capsule: "I
am going to treasure that photo. Good luck for
your career. Go well."

It was a vignette that perfectly captured the
surreal nature of the Sooryavanshi
phenomenon. The Rajasthan Royals prodigy
hadn't just beaten LSG with his breathtaking
38-ball 93; he had entirely disarmed them.

PRIVILEGE TO WATCH HIM OUT: LANGER

Hours later, the sheer disbelief had not worn off.
Sitting in the press room, Langer's mind was
still reeling, trying to contextualise what the
IPL was witnessing.

*“We've seen it all season, he's the leading run
scorer," Langer remarked, shook. "In all my
time, I've seen some amazing players in 35
years of cricket. To see a young man bat like
that, not just tonight, but throughout the series,
is breathtaking."

KKR vs MI: Playoff hopes on the line for
Kolkata as Mumbai look to crash party

KI(R vs Ml Prewew: Three-time champions
Kolkata Knight Riders find themselves in a

do-or-die situation as they take on an
already-eliminated Mumbai Indians at

Eden Gardens on Wednesday, with their [PL

2026 playoff hopes hanging in the balance.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Kolkata Knight Riders have no margin for
error left in IPL 2026. With their play-off
hopes hanging by a thread, Ajinkya Rahane's
side will need a win against an already-
eliminated Mumbai Indians at the Eden
Gardens on Wednesday to remain alive in the
race for the final play-off berth.

A defeat would officially end KKR's campaign

for the second successive season under
Rahane after their eighth-place finish in
2025, a year after winning the title under

Shreyas lyer. Even a win may not guarantee
qualification, with KKR also relying on
Punjab Kings slipping up against Lucknow
Super Giants later this week.

Defending champions Royal Challengers
Bengaluru, Gujarat Titans and Sunrisers |
Hyderabad have already sealed playoff
spots, while LSG and MI are out of
contention. Punjab Kings, Rajasthan
Royals, Chennai Super Kings, Delhi
Capitals and KKR remain in the fight for

the lone remaining place.

KKRIN MUST-WIN SPACE

KKR's qualification equation is simple on

paper but complicated in reality. They
must win both their remaining matches
and hope Punjab Kings lose to LSG.
Rajasthan Royals currently hold the
clearest path among the chasing teams,
and their big win over LSG, powered by
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi on Tuesday, has put
them ahead.

A defeat on Wednesday will bring the curtains

down on KKR's chances.

KKR will regret the way their season began.
The Shah Rukh Khan-owned franchise has
won five of its last six matches, but the late

surge came after a poor start that left them
playing catch-up through most of the
campaign. Captain Rahane and coach

Abhishek Nayar took time to settle on a
stable combination, something marquee
overseas signing Cameron Green admitted
after KKR's win over Gujarat Titans.

"I think it just took us a while, maybe
a bit too long, to figure out the right
roles and get the right people in the
right positions," Green had said.

Since their first win against Rajasthan
Royals, KKR have looked a more
settled side. Finn Allen has
rediscovered his touch at the top,
including a century and a 35-ball 93
in his last three innings. Angkrish
Raghuvanshi has continued to
impress, while Green has started
delivering with both bat and ball
after arriving for Rs 25.20 crore at
the auction.

Vice-captain Rinku Singh has played

his finisher's role consistently, while Sunil

Narine remains KKR's biggest weapon with

the ball.
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Four-Month Pregnant Madhuri Dixit
Felt 'Dizzy' Shooting Dola Re Dola For
Devdas, Reveals Crew Member

Ros ik
andannao

alls Cocktail 2 Gang 'Beautiful Mess' As She
Shares Photos, Fans Say ‘Waiting’

ashmika Mandanna, Shahid Kapoor and Kriti Sanon’s Cocktail 2 is

all set to release in theatres on June 19. The makers have recently
onfirmed that the trailer will be out on May 29. Recently, the
musical event was held and actors were seen attending it. Rashmika
Mandanna shared photos and called the gang beautiful mess.Taking to
her Instagram handle, Rashmika Mandanna shared a series of photos
and wrote, “I think this gang with Diya, Kunzee and Ally are just one
big beautiful mess together." Fans immediately reacted with heart
emojis. One of the fans wrote, “Waiting for this trio." Another wrote,
“Waiting for Cocktail 2, All the best Guyss!!”As per an update
shared with the media, the trailer of Shahid Kapoor, Rashmika
Mandanna, and Kriti Sanon starrer will be released on May 29. The

film is scheduled to
release in cinemas

on June 19, and
ahead of it, fans
have been waiting
quite some time for
the trailer of the
rom-=-c¢om.
Mashooka features
Shahid Kapoor romancing

(riti Sanon in Sicily, Italy, and

ler picturesque locations.

iwwhile, sung by Arijit Singh,

Ko is a slow romantic track that

focuses on Shahid Kapoor and

Rashmika Mandanna’s story.

Rashmika Mandanna and Kriti |

Sanon, in a light-hearted banter,

were seen clashing over who

was the producer’s favourite at

‘Cocktail 2. The fun incident

took place during the music

launch of *Cocktail 2°, held at a popular hotspot in Mumbai on Sunday night,
which was followed by a special media meet and greet session.

The light hearted moment began when Kriti Sanon jokingly welcomed

everyone to “my song launch," instantly sparking mock protests from

Rashmika Mandanna. During the playful banter, Kriti jokingly said, “First of
all, all of you, welcome to my song launch, guys."

Cocktail 2, directed by Homi Adajania, is set to release on June 19, 2026,
featuring a fresh cast led by Shahid Kapoor, Rashmika Mandanna, and Kriti
Sanon. Cocktail 2 is positioned as a spiritual sequel to the 2012 hit Cocktail,
which starred Saif Ali Khan, Deepika Padukone, and Diana Penty. The film

has been shot across multiple locations, including Sicily in Italy and
several places in Delhi and North India such as Chhatarpur, Gurugram,
and South Delhi. The film is produced by Maddock Films and written by
Luv Ranjan.

onakshi Sinha

Says She’s Now Focused On Doing Roles She
Truly Wants: 'I'm Very Grateful

B ollywood actress Sonakshi Sinha, who is gearing up for the release of her upcoming streaming

-

movie ‘System’, is looking back at her journey in cinema.The actress spoke with IANS during

the promotions of ‘System’ in Mumbai, and opened up about doing masala films like ‘R...
Rajkumar’ and ‘Rowdy Rathore’” during the initial phase of her career.Talking about how her
choices have changed over the years, Sonakshi told IANS, “I really thoroughly enjoyed myself
working on those films. [ think at that time, [ was also in a time where [ was doing a lot of these very
colourful and very, so to speak, spicy films. And I enjoyed that too. And I think the work that ['m
doing now 1 enjoyed
that too. 1 think at that
point of time, that was
what was required from
me as an artiste".
She further mentioned,
“And now this is what is
required from me as an
artiste. [ want to be that
actor that you can put in
any film. And I will try
to be that. But of course,
I’ve reached a point
also where I'm doing
only the kind of work
ithat I want to do now.
So, it was a good
Jjourney for me. I thlnk I had to do those films to kind of land up doing the films that I'm doing today.
So, that brought me the audience, that brought me the love and support of so many people. Which is
why [’m able to do roles like this today. So, I'm very grateful".Meanwhile, ‘System’ is a courtroom
drama, and sees Sonakshi as a lawyer, and Jyothika as a stenographer. It marks Sonakshi’s 1st
performance as a lawyer. She essays the role of Neha, a determined young lawyer played by
Sonakshi Sinha, taking on a tough challenge from her father (played by Ashutosh Gowariker) to be
worthy of a partnership in his firm.Produced by Pammi Baweja, Harman Baweja, and Smitha
Baliga, ‘System’will drop on May 22 on Prime Video.

adhuri Dixit was reported]y four months
pregnant while shooting the iconic song

Dola Re Dola from Devdas. The
revelation was recently made by Rubina Khan, a
former crew member of legendary choreographer
Saroj Khan, who worked closely on the film’s
dance sequences.The behind-the-scenes detail
has grabbed attention because Dola Re Dola,
featuring Madhuri and Aishwarya Rai Bachchan,
remains one of Bollywood’s most celebrated
dance numbers even more than two decades later.

‘Dola Re Dola’took 17 days to shoot
Speaking to Bollywood Thikana, Rubina Khan

recalled the intense rehearsals and physically
demanding shoot behind the famous song from
filmmaker Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s period drama.

“It took 17 days to shoot that song. Rehearsals

happened for at least a month. We rehearsed
separately, and the lead actors rehearsed
separately," Rubina said.

She then revealed that Madhuri was pregnant during

filming and struggled while performing one
particular dance step. “There’s a step in which
Madhuri ma’am turns and sits down. That shot
kept happening from 9 am to 10 pm because she
was four months pregnant. So, she couldn’t turn
properly and was feeling dizzy," she added.
Rubina also shared that the actress was unwell
during the shoot but continued performing
without asking for changes. “She also had fever at
that time. She struggled a lot," recalled Rubina.

Madhurirefused to change difficult dance steps
Rubina praised Madhuri’s discipline and dedication

towards Saroj Khan's choreography. According to
her, the actress never complained even when the
steps became physically exhausting. “She’d never
ask for a step to be changed. Whatever Master ji
said is set in stone."Rubina further compared
Madhuri’s attitude to younger actors who
sometimes request easier choreography. “Newer
artists would still tell Master ji a step is tough and
if it can be changed. But Master ji would seldom
change a step she suggested.

Who Was Inder Kaur? Know About
Punjabi Singer Found Dead In
Ludhiana Canal After Alleged

Abduction

he body of 29-year-old Punjabi singer and
make-up artist Inder Kaur, popularly known

as Yashinder Kaur, was recovered from the
Neelo canal in Punjab several days after she was
reportedly abducted in Ludhiana. She had been
missing since May 13, according to PTC Punjab.
Her family identified the body afier it was found
on Tuesday morning, May 19, at around 11 am.
Authorities have since sent the body to the Civil
Hospital in Samrala for a postmortem examination
and completion of legal procedures.

The investigation had intensified earlier this week

after the singer’s brother, Jotinder Singh, filed a
police complaint regarding her disappearance.
Acting on his statement, authorities registered an
FIR on May 15 against Moga-based Sukhwinder
Singh, alias Sukha, and his associate Karamjit
Singh. As per the complaint, Inder Kaur had
stepped out on the evening of May 13 to purchase
groceries in her Ford Figo car, but did not return
home. When repeated calls to her went
unanswered, her family launched a search before
eventually reporting the matter to the
police.During the course of the investigation, the
family allegedly learned that the singer was
acquainted with Sukhwinder Singh, a resident of
Bhalur village in Moga district. According to
Jotinder Singh, the accused had expressed a desire
to marry his sister, but she had reportedly turned
down the proposal. The family has alleged that the
accused kidnapped the singer at gunpoint before
allegedly murdering her over personal animosity
stemming from a rejected marriage proposal. As
per an ABP report, the complainant also claimed
that the prime accused had escaped to Canada
following the incident and had only recently
returned to Punjab prior to the alleged crime.

Police officials have confirmed that the

investigation remains underway, adding that
further legal action will be taken based on the
outcome of the probe.Born in 1997, Inder Kaur
was a Punjab-based singer and make-up artist who
had built a growing presence in the Punjabi music
industry through her songs, live performances, and
social media activity.




	PAGE 1
	PAGE 2
	PAGE 3
	PAGE 4
	PAGE 5
	PAGE 6
	PAGE 7
	PAGE 8
	PAGE 9
	PAGE 10
	PAGE 11
	PAGE 12


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


