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Mourning the decline of

Election Commission

THE people of Bengal, those who were
permitted to vote, recently discarded that old
warhorse, Mamata Banerjee, and introduced
Prime Minister Modi's “double engine” to its
revered soil. How will that change affect the
Bengalis? And how will it affect their fellow
Indians living in the other states of the union?
First, let us consider the danger to democracy by
the decline of an essential institution that is
germane to the concept of democracy — the
Election Commission of India. The ECI was a
much-respected entity, not only in India but
also admired by other great countries of the
world. Observers from those countries used to
wonder at the virtual miracle performed by
the ECI which took immense pride in
ensuring that even a remote hamlet in the
mountains with a tiny population of less than a
hundred souls was enabled to vote and that
too, fearlessly.

All this elan has, alas vanished with the conduct
of the Assembly elections in West Bengal! A
comment | heard from a concerned citizen
residing in my city of Mumbai said itall: "Two
revered politicians — then Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, and then Home Minister
Vallabhbhai Patel -- laid a solid foundation for
democracy in our land. Now, the structures
built by Nehru and Patel are being destroyed."
The alacrity with which the current government
appointed the election commissioners
attracted an adverse comment even from the
Supreme Court. Tongue-in-cheek, the Bench
remarked that the government should show
similar haste and enthusiasm in the
appointment of Supreme Court and high court
judges!The Supreme Court had advised the
government to expedite the passage of a law
to replace the makeshift arrangement,
wherein the Prime Minister, assisted by the
LOP and the CIJI, chose the election
commissioners. The senior member of the
chosen three was then designated CEC.

When the government enacted The CEC and
other Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office)
Act, 2023, it left out the Chief Justice of India
from the appointments committee and
substituted the CJI with a minister chosen by
the Prime Minister from his own Cabinet, thus
ensuring 2-1 majority for the candidates of

Hosabale opens a window

Pakistan has to be acknowledged as a neighbour that India should have a means to deal with

closes a door, He opens a window. Dattatreya Hosabale,
a senior functionary of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), has opened that proverbial window for a
dialogue between India and Pakistan. All doors in this
relationship between neighbours have remained shut
since the Pulwama terror attack in 2019.Hosabale has
now said that India should keep a window open for
dialogue with Pakistan while firmly tackling cross-
border terrorism. There is nothing new about this
formulation. This has been said before by many. What is
new is that this time the call has come from a member of
the so-called ‘Sangh Parivar’.

When Prime Minister Manmohan Singh sought to engage

President Pervez Musharraf in a
composite dialogue seeking resolution of
several outstanding issues that bedevilled
the bilateral relationship, the mantra
chanted by the RSS, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), several retired diplomats,
police officers and armed forces’ brass
used to be that “talks and terrorism cannot
go hand in hand”.Hosabale’s observation,
since endorsed by the Narendra Modi
government, amounts to an
acknowledgment of Manmohan Singh’s
view that even while Indian security forces
deal with cross-border terrorism, the two
governments should remain in diplomatic
contact and facilitate civil society
interaction.After the November 2008
terror attacks in Mumbai, the Manmohan
Singh government succeeded in [
establishing Pakistan’s direct involvement
by capturing a terrorist alive, subjecting
him to a fair trial and then sentencing him
to death. Many in the present RSS-BJP
dispensation have repeatedly mocked Dr
Singh for his handling of the Mumbai
attacks. The fact is neither in Pulwama nor
in Pahalgam has the Modi government
convincingly established Pakistan’s official culpability.
The party’s support base may have been convinced but
not the international community.Yet, there has been
much grandstanding after 2019. The Modi government
imagined that the termination of Article 370 of the
Constitution, an altered status for Jammu and Kashmir
and a ‘muscular response’ to Pakistani perfidy was all
that was needed. The Union Home Minister and the
External Affairs Minister declared that the only
remaining item on India’s agenda was to reclaim
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. Talk is easy.

THERE is an ancient and reassuring saying that when God From Pulwama in 2019 till after Pahalgam in 2025, there

was virtually no contact at any level between the two
governments and the people. It was left to the Americans
and Europeans to fund what are termed ‘Track-2’
dialogues. However, till recently, Indian participation in
these Track-2 dialogues was neither officially
authorised nor welcomed.

In 2019, I was invited to an India-Pakistan Track-2 that

met in Bangkok and was funded by a Canadian outfit.
When I discovered that the Indian participants included
the late SK Lambabh, a retired diplomat and Manmohan
Singh’s ‘back channel’ to Musharraf, the Congressman
Mani Shankar Aiyar and the academic Happymon
Jacob, I suggested to the hosts that they should have

someone from the Sangh Parivar to make any such
dialogue meaningful. At our host’s request, I reached out
to a senior RSS functionary. The Modi government did
not encourage his participation. That dialogue achieved
nothing.Last year, after the Pahalgam attack and US
President Donald Trump’s activism in South Asia, there
was a sudden revival of India-Pakistan Track-2 in which
retired diplomats and others known to be close to the BJP
participated. These were funded by US and British
organisations. This was the first signal of a change in
approach. Clearly, Prime Minister Modi has been under

considerable pressure to change the Indian approach to
Pakistan after the sensational diplomatic goals that the
latter scored in the United States and around the world.

Once referred to as a ‘failed state’, a ‘pariah’, a ‘dalal” and

so on, Pakistan has to be acknowledged as a neighbour
that one should have a means to deal with. Hit them hard
when necessary but keep a range of channels open to
facilitate not just a dialogue but a change in behaviour.

It is against this background that one must view Hosabale’s

intervention suggesting resumption of people-to-people

contact. The hope clearly is that they can help reduce

tensions and improve relations. Interestingly, his remarks
were soon echoed by the former Chief of the Army Staff,

Gen MM Naravane, a distinguished and wise soldier,
suggesting that even the armed forces would like
to see that diplomacy and civil society play their
part in maintaining balance in the bilateral
relationship.

The Indian armed forces view kinetic action as the
last resort. They are not trigger-happy
adventurers. It is only when diplomatic and other
forms of contact fail that military solutions
should be resorted to. A very different approach
from the one that Prime Minister Modi has
followed since 2019. To be fair to Mr Modi, he
did try his hand at diplomacy with Pakistan but
was unable to establish trust with his
interlocutors.

What are the compulsions — diplomatic,
economic and political — that have now forced
the RSS and BJP to retreat from their earlier stand
and advocate restoration of people-to-people
contact, signalling a willingness to move to
diplomatic contact? Various theories are being
aired in the media, ranging from India’s need to
seek restoration of overflight rights for Indian
airlines that are losing business to foreign
competitors, to a recognition that if the world and
India’s neighbours are doing business with
Pakistan how can India shut its doors?

Hosabale’s remarks are wide-ranging and define a new

approach to Pakistan from a government that has not only
claimed to have made Pakistan a marginal player in world
affairs, but also bad-mouthed its diplomacy and
promoted movies that demonise the neighbour and
promote malicious lies about the Manmohan Singh
government, its senior ministers and security
administrators. Political grandstanding at home will
never deliver the results India needs from its relations
with Pakistan. Civilised people-to-people contact and
mature diplomacy have a better chance.

their choice. Prime Minister Modi chose his
right-hand man, Amit Shah, to join him and
the LOP, Rahul Gandhi, in the seclection
process. Thus was the outcome of the process
predetermined.Rahul objected to the choices
made by the duo from Gujarat but was
overruled by the two BJP heavyweights. The
ground was set for the Bengal SIR with that
one stroke of arrogant superiority. Lakhs of
"infiltrators", overwhelmingly Muslim, were
disenfranchised! This was a complete travesty
of justice which our courts of law were
reluctant to correct! A farce was enacted when
19 judges of some high courts were inducted
to decide the validity of the exclusions
ordered by the Election Commission with less
than a month to dispose of lakhs of appeals.

One retired Chief Justice of the Kolkata High
Court, Justice Sivagnanam decided 1,717
appeals against exclusion in the 20 days
available to him. Every appeal heard by him
resulted in the voting right being restored,
testifying to the bias and partiality displayed
in deciding the citizenship of those termed as
'ghuspathias’ (infiltrators) who he says are
infiltrators from Bangladesh.

Primacy of bail: Supreme Court rightly questions its own verdict

The apex court's introspection and self-correction that serve the interests of justice are welcome

THE Supreme Court’s reiteration that “bail is the
rule and jail the exception” even in cases under
UAPA (Unlawful Activities Prevention Act) has
again turned the spotlight on the prolonged pre-
trial detention of activists Umar Khalid and
Sharjeel Imam. Granting bail to an accused in a
narco-terror case, the Bench of Justices BV
Nagarathna and Ujjal Bhuyan has disapproved of
the judgment delivered by another two-judge SC |
Bench in the Gulfisha Fatima case pertaining to
the 2020 Delhi riots. In that case, several accused
got bail in January this year, but Umar and
Sharjeel were denied relief. The Court had made
a distinction on the basis of a “hierarchy of
participation,” holding that the duo stood on a
“qualitatively different footing” from the co-
accused.It’s not common for the apex court to
question its own verdicts. Introspection and self-
correction that serve the interests of justice are
welcome. The landmark judgment in the KA Najeeb

high court judges across the board. The grant of
bail to Syed Iftikhar Andrabi in the narco-terror
case drives home the Court’s point that national
security concerns cannot eclipse the fundamental
right to personal liberty. The judgment aims to
restore the balance between state power and
individual rights. Articles 21 and 22 of the
Constitution guarantee protection against
arbitrary detention, and these safeguards remain
valid even ifthe allegations are grave.

Thousands have been arrested under UAPA over the
years, yet the conviction rate remains dismally
low (around 5 per cent). Umar and Sharjeel are
among those who have spent years behind bars
before trial, effectively serving punishment
without conviction. It’s vital to ensure speedy
trials and consistency in bail decisions under anti-
terror laws. Failure to do so can undermine the

presumption of innocence — the bedrock of any

democratic legal system.

case (2021), which recognised long delay in trial as a
ground for bail in cases under UAPA, should be
followed in letter and in spirit by Supreme Court and

Hantavirus episode is a warning about future pandemics

Preparedness requires vigilance without panic, investment without delay and cooperation without reservation

Recent reports of a cruise ship carrying patients with the  epidemic. Covid-19 was, in essence, Disease X realised.
hantavirus pulmonary syndrome have sent ripples The lesson is clear: the next pandemic may not come from

responsibility.However, global agreements alone
cannot substitute for national readiness. India, with its

time” — to fight the pandemic while sustaining routine
healthcare.Second, infrastructure and capacity cannot

across global public health systems. With passengers
dispersing to countries/regions across the world — from
Australia to Europe and the US — the possibility of
silent transmission has once again brought the world to a
familiar edge of uncertainty. Contact tracing, isolation
and surveillance efforts are underway, but the episode
underscores a sobering truth: the next pandemic threat
may already be in motion, quietly and
unpredictably. Hantavirus is not new. It has long been
known to circulate among rodents — creatures that live
in close proximity to human settlements worldwide.
What is new, and concerning, is the possibility — still
under scientific scrutiny — that certain strains may be
evolving towards limited human-to-human
transmission. If such a shift becomes epidemiologically
significant, what are today sporadic outbreaks could
transform into tomorrow’s global crisis.

Hantavirus is only one among several looming threats.
The world has already witnessed Nipah and Ebola virus
outbreaks, both with high fatality rates and limited
therapeutic options. India, in particular, has experienced
repeated Nipah outbreaks in states like Kerala and West
Bengal, demonstrating how zoonotic viruses can
emerge abruptly and challenge even well-prepared
health systems.What is striking, in hindsight, is that the
global scientific community had anticipated such
threats. In 2018, the World Health Organisation (WHO)
identified a list of pathogens with pandemic potential.
Interestingly, it did not name the virus that would soon
bring the world to a standstill — the SARS-CoV-2 virus
responsible for Covid-19. Instead, it referred to a
hypothetical “Disease X,” representing an unknown
pathogen capable of causing a serious international

This is where the concept of “One Health” becomes

a known virus but from one that currently exists in
wildlife reservoirs, largely undetected. Thousands of
coronaviruses, for example, circulate among bats and
other species. Only a handful (only seven at the last
count) have so far crossed the species barrier to infect
humans. The rest remain latent threats, awaiting
ecological or behavioural triggers — deforestation,
climate change, urbanisation or intensification of
livestock farming — to spill directly into human
populations or through livestock and omnipresent
bats.

indispensable. The One Health approach recognises
the interconnectedness of human health, animal
health, and the environment. It is not merely a
theoretical framework but a practical necessity in a
world where zoonotic spillovers are becoming more
frequent. Surveillance systems must therefore extend
beyond hospitals and laboratories into forests, farms
and wildlife ecosystems. Veterinary sciences,
environmental monitoring and human medicine must
converge into a coordinated, real-time intelligence
network.

Encouragingly, the global community has begun to

respond. The WHO Pandemic Agreement, adopted in
2025, represents a landmark effort to institutionalise
preparedness. Designed as a legally binding pandemic
treaty, it seeks to strengthen global surveillance, ensure
equitable access to vaccines and treatments, and
improve coordinated responses during health
emergencies. While negotiations on certain aspects —
particularly pathogen-sharing mechanisms — are
ongoing, the intent signals a shift toward collective

vast population, ecological diversity, and varying health
infrastructure across states, must prioritise pandemic
preparedness as a continuous, not episodic, effort. The
next pandemic will not announce itself politely; it will
emerge unexpectedly, compressing response timelines

GUARDIA CIVIL

and testing systemic resilience.

Covid-19 offered invaluable lessons, some of which

remain insufficiently internalised. First, the pandemic
response cannot focus solely on the disease at hand.
Essential health services must continue. During the
Covid pandemic, disruptions in maternal care,
tuberculosis treatment, cancer management and
immunisation programmes resulted in collateral
damage that will take years to fully quantify. A resilient
system must be able to “walk and chew gum at the same

be built overnight. Intensive care units, trained

manpower, diagnostic networks and supply chains

require sustained investment and periodic stress-testing.

Simulation exercises, akin to military drills, should

become standard practice for health systems. These
drills not only identify gaps but also build institutional
confidence.Third, mental health must be recognised
as an integral component of pandemic response. The
psychological toll of prolonged uncertainty, isolation
and economic disruption is profound, particularly
among vulnerable populations. Integrating mental
health services into primary healthcare and
emergency preparedness plans is no longer optional.

Finally, preparedness demands resources — and
political will. In an era marked by geopolitical
tensions and competing priorities, there is always a
temptation to defer investments in public health
infrastructure. Yet the cost of inaction far exceeds the
cost of preparedness. The economic and social
devastation wrought by the Covid pandemic stands as
a stark reminder. Investing in pandemic readiness is
not an expenditure; it is an insurance policy for
national stability.

The world today stands better equipped than it did in 2019
— but not yet adequately prepared. Surveillance gaps
persist. Health inequities remain stark. Coordination,
both within and between countries, is still evolving. The
next pandemic threat — whether from hantavirus,
Nipah, an unknown coronavirus or an entirely new
pathogen — will test not just our scientific capabilities
but our collective resolve guided by One Health
approach.
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TSF Group announces JV with
Bosch to make air
suspension systems in India

New Delhi,.(Agency)

TS Santhanam family-owned TSF Group, a branch of
the TVS Group, on Wednesday announced a
proposed joint venture with Bosch to manufacture
next-generation electronically controlled air system
products for trucks and buses in India.

The joint venture will have a 50:50 shareholding
between TSF Group companies Wheels India and
Brakes India.Globally, OEMs are increasingly
shifting towards modular, electronically controlled
air and braking platforms and suspension systems
— segments that will form the core product
portfolio of the joint venture.The JV will focus on
the engineering, manufacturing and sale of
electronically controlled and software-driven
modules for air compression, air processing, air
suspension and air parking brakes.The proposed
venture seeks to combine Bosch’s strengths in
electronics, software, sensing and control systems
with the mechanical system design, pneumatic
management architecture and manufacturing
capabilities of Brakes India and Wheels India.

“As part of the TSF Group, Wheels India has been a
pioneer in air suspension systems for buses in India
for over three decades. Over this period, we have
built strong relationships with both OEMs and end
users through consistent product quality and
service. We are pleased to collaborate with Bosch on
this development initiative to advance electronic air
suspension systems for global customers,” said
Srivats Ram, chairman and managing director of
Wheels India.Wheels India is a leading
manufacturer of wheels for trucks, agricultural
tractors, passenger vehicles and construction
equipment, apart from air suspension systems for
trucks and buses and industrial components for the
construction and windmill industries. The company
has manufacturing plants across Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Andhra Pradesh.

Instant home services
startups burn cash as
competition intensifies

Kolkata .(Agency)

India’s instant home services market is rapidly
emerging as the next major battleground in the
country’s consumer internet sector, with companies
including Urban Company, Pronto and Snabbit
pouring millions of dollars into ultra-fast domestic
labour delivery even as losses mount and
profitability remains uncertain.

The shift marks the latest evolution of India’s quick-
commerce boom, where the promise of 10-minute
grocery deliveries is now extending to household
chores such as cleaning, dishwashing, laundry and
meal preparation.Urban Company said its rapid-
response home services platform InstaHelp,
launched only this financial year, delivered 2.7
million orders and a net transaction value of Rs 40
crore in the March quarter, with March alone
crossing 1.1 million orders. The business reported an
adjusted EBITDA loss of Rs 119 crore during the
quarter as the company sharply increased spending
on customer acquisition, supply onboarding and
micro-market expansion.“We are investing to win,
and we intend to stay ahead,” cofounder and chief
executive Abhiraj Singh Bhal said during the
company’s earnings call. The company’s aggressive
push comes amid a surge of investor interest in
instant home services startups. Earlier this month,
Pronto raised $20 million in fresh funding from
venture capitalist Lachy Groom, doubling its
valuation to $200 million within two months. The
company said its daily bookings had jumped from
3,000 in December to more than 26,000
currently.Snabbit, another fast-growing player in the
segment, raised $56 million in April in a funding
round led by Susquehanna Venture Capital, Mirae
Asset Venture Investments and Bertelsmann India
Investments. The company said it crossed one
million monthly jobs in March.Recently, in a report,
Morgan Stanley said combined monthly active users
across Urban Company, Pronto and Snabbit reached
10.4 million in March, underlining the rapid
adoption of app-based home services.

Adani Power to acquire 24%

stake in JJPVL, key thermal
assets for 74,194 cr

New Delhi.(Agency)

Adani Power on Thursday said it has entered into
definitive agreements to acquire a 24 per cent stake
in Jaiprakash Power Ventures and other thermal
assets from Jaiprakash Associates for about
?4,193.59 crore.According to a regulatory filing, the
company has also inked a Share Purchase
Agreement for the acquisition of 24 per cent shares
of Jaiprakash Power Ventures Ltd, held by
Jaiprakash Associates.Further, Adani Power has
ined a Business Transfer Agreement for the
acquisition of the 180 MW thermal power plant of
Jaiprakash Associates located in Churk and other
related assets, including 11.49 per cent shares of
Prayagraj Power Generation Company Ltd, held by
Jaiprakash Associates.It stated that the consideration
for 24 per cent of the shareholding of JPVL, held by
JAL, stood at ?2,993.60 crore and for the 180 MW
thermal power plant of JAL located in Churk and
other related assets, including 11.49 per cent shares
of Prayagraj Power Generation Company Ltd, held
by JAL, is 71,200 crore.On March 19, 2026, the
company had intimated bourses that it had expressed
its in-principle interest in becoming one of the
"Implementing Entities" under the NCLT-approved
resolution plan for Jaiprakash Associates Ltd.The
company stated that as part of the implementation of
the Approved Resolution Plan, the company has
entered into these definitive agreements with JAL.

Can the rupee really crash to
150 against the US dollar?

Most economists will still rule out the viral

prediction about the rupee hitting 150
against the US dollar. But in a world
shaped by wars, oil shocks and volatile
capital flows, is the debate really that

absurd anymore?

New Delhi,.(Agency)

Rs 150 for one US dollar sounds less like an
exchange rate and more like the kind of
number associated with an economy in
deep trouble.Which is precisely why a
recent prediction by finance
commentator and Biz News+ founder
Jayant Mundhra exploded across social
media this week, triggering disbelief,
panic, memes and a surprisingly serious
debate about how vulnerable the rupee
really is if the global energy crisis
deepens further.Oil prices are climbing

again amid escalating geopolitical
tensions. The US dollar is strengthening.
American bond yields are surging.
Foreign investors are turning cautious on
emerging markets. And the rupee itself'is
already under pressure as fears of
imported inflation and rising energy
costs return to the centre of market
conversations.Under normal
circumstances, a prediction like “Rs 150
per dollar” may have been dismissed as
internet sensationalism. But these are not
normal market conditions.India imports
the bulk of its crude oil requirements,
making the rupee especially vulnerable
whenever energy prices spiral higher.
Every sustained jump in crude widens the
country’s import bill, increases demand
for dollars, and puts fresh pressure on the
currency.That vulnerability is exactly
what Mundhra tapped into during his
now-viral podcast appearance.His
broader argument was that India’s
dependence on imported energy,
electronics, technology infrastructure

and foreign capital leaves the rupee
structurally exposed to external shocks. If
oil prices remain elevated for a prolonged
period while global investors continue
rushing toward dollar assets, sustained
rupee weakness could become difficult to
avoid.

MAKING SENSE OF THE RUPEE'S
FALL

The conversation around the rupee has
already shifted noticeably in recent
weeks.As India Today Digital noted in an
analysis, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

appears increasingly comfortable
allowing gradual depreciation rather than
aggressively defending psychological
currency levels through large-scale
intervention. Economists tracking the
currency market believe the RBI is now
focused more on preventing disorderly
volatility than defending specific
exchange-rate levels.That shift matters
because it hanges how markets think
about rupee weakness.Not very long ago,
even discussing a three-digit rupee-dollar
exchange rate sounded catastrophic. But
former IMF Deputy Managing Director
and Harvard professor Gita Gopinath
recently argued that a rupee touching 100
against the dollar should not
automatically be viewed as a crisis.Her
point was not that a weakening rupee is
harmless. Rather, it was that exchange
rates alone do not determine economic
strength, especially during periods of
global dollar dominance and elevated oil
prices.But Rs 150 is an entirely different
conversation.

Silent listings? Why companies are
going for confidential IPO filings

New Delhi.(Agency)

Rising tensions in West Asia are now
beginning to reshape India’s IPO
market, with more companies
reportedly considering confidential
filings for their stock market debut as
uncertainty grips global financial
markets.Investment bankers and
legal experts have said that a
growing number of I[PO-bound
firms are now exploring the
confidential filing route with the
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) instead of going
through the traditional public filing
process.

The shift comes at a time when crude
oil prices remain elevated, the
rupee is hitting record lows, foreign
investor sentiment remains weak and
stock markets continue to see volatility
due to the prolonged conflict in West
Asia.

WHY COMPANIES ARE TURNING
CAUTIOUS

Companies planning IPOs usually prefer
stable market conditions because
uncertain markets can impact
valuations, investor demand and listing
performance.But the ongoing
geopolitical tensions in West Asia have
created fears around inflation, higher

[

energy prices, rising bond yields and
weaker capital flows into emerging
markets like India.

This has made several companies
cautious about publicly revealing
sensitive financial and business details

TN O

too early in the IPO process.

"Given that there is a lot of business
uncertainty arising from the West Asia
crisis, this additional time is an
important benefit for IPO bound
companies," Pracheta Bhattacharya,
partner, JSA Advocates & Solicitors
told The Economic Times (ET).

" Additionally, companies in niche sectors
or the technology-led businesses do not
want to reveal confidential
performance metrics at the DRHP
stage, with limited deal certainty. For
them, it's making perfect sense to go for

the confidential route," he added.Under

Sebi's confidential filing mechanism,

companies can privately submit their

draft red herring prospectus (DRHP) to
the regulator without immediately
making business and financial
information public.The route
gives firms greater flexibility to
assess market conditions before
formally launching their IPOs.
HOW CONFIDENTIAL IPO
FILINGS WORK
Sebi introduced the confidential
filing route in November 2022,
bringing India closer to IPO
practices followed in markets such
as the United States, United
Kingdom and Canada.

Under this mechanism, companies first
file documents privately with SEBI and
engage with the regulator confidentialy
during the review process.

The draft papers are eventually made
public later in the IPO timeline before
the issue opens for investors.

One major advantage is the timeline
flexibility.Companies opting for the
confidential route get an 18-month
window from SEBI’s final observations
to launch their TPO, compared to 12
months under the traditional filing
route.

Sensex, Nifty open higher
as crude oil eases on
hopes of Iran peace deal

New Delhi.(Agency)
stock markets opened higher on Thursday as
easing crude oil prices and hopes of a possible
peace deal between the US and Iran lifted
investor sentiment.The BSE Sensex jumped
345.02 points, or 0.46%, to 75,663.41 in early
trade, while the NSE Nifty50 rose 131.30
points, or 0.55%,t023,790.30 as 0f 9:44 am.
Markets gained after crude oil prices cooled
sharply overnight following comments by US
President Donald Trump suggesting that
negotiations with Iran may be nearing a
conclusion.Brent crude oil prices, which had
surged above USD 110 per barrel during the
recent Iran conflict, slipped sharply on
Wednesday and were trading near USD 105.87
per barrel on Thursday morning. WTI crude
was around USD 99.18 per barrel.The fall in
crude oil prices is being seen as a positive sign
for India, which imports a large share of its oil
requirements.
CRUDE OIL, RUPEE REMAIN KEY FOCUS
Dr VK Vijayakumar, Chief Investment Strategist
at Geojit Investments Limited, said investors
are closely watching crude oil prices and rupee
stability.“The recent market movements
indicate a buy on dips market construct. Buy on
dips strategy has been working well,” he said.
He added that the decline in Brent crude prices
was helping improve market sentiment.

BPCL raises

New Delhi.(Agency)
State-owned oil marketing company
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited
on Wednesday said it has increased its
spot purchase of crude oil to 60% due to
the ongoing conflict in West Asia.

The company, during its investor call for
the fourth-quarter results, said it had
initially planned to procure 45% of its
crude requirement through spot
purchases. However, disruptions in
crude supply through the Strait of
Hormuz — a key waterway that
handles nearly 20% of global crude
supply and around 40% of India’s crude
imports — forced the company to raise
spot purchases to 60%.

“At the beginning of the year, we had
allocated around 55% of our
requirement through term contracts.

spot crude purchases to
60% amid West Asia conflict

But we are not getting the full term
quantities. We are getting around
45-46% of our term requirement
because there are constraints in the
Strait of Hormuz. The roughly 10%
shortfall is being met through spot
purchases. Initially, we had planned for
45% spot procurement, but now it is
around 60%,” said the company in an
investor cal. BPCL further said that
several grades of crude are available in
the spot market, but Russia continues to
remain the major source of
procurement. The company increased
its Russian crude procurement from
25% in Q3 to 31% in Q4 and said it
continues to rise to bridge supply gaps
arising from the current geopolitical
situation. The company also outlined a
capital expenditure plan of Rs25,000

crore for FY27, with major investments
focused on the Bina petrochemical
project. According to the company,
around Rs11,000 crore has been
allocated towards refinery and
petrochemical projects, including the
Polypropylene project at Kochi, the
PRFCC project at Mumbai Refinery
and the Bina project.For marketing
initiatives, including expansion of
retail outlets, infrastructure and supply
logistics, BPCL has earmarked around
Rs10,000 crore. The company has also
planned an equity infusion of around
Rs2,250 crore into BPRL for ongoing
upstream projects, while around
Rs1,700 crore has been allocated
towards CGD network expansion.
Overall, the total capital allocation for
FY27 stands at Rs25,000 crore.

plummet’,

“Brent crude declining to USD 106 this morning
is a positive signal. Perhaps the market is taking
cues from President Trump’s remark that ‘the
conflict will end soon and oil prices would

5 9

Vijayakumar said.However, he

cautioned that markets would need stronger

confirmation before turning fully
optimistic. ALL MAJOR SECTORS TRADE
HIGHERBuying was visible across sectors,
with all 16 major sectoral indices trading in the
green.Nifty Realty rose 1.14%, while Nifty
Metal gained 0.92%. Nifty Media climbed
0.75%, and Nifty Healthcare advanced 0.70%.

Financial stocks also supported the market, with
Nifty Financial Services rising 0.50% and Nifty
PSU Bank gaining 0.57%.Broader markets
remained strong as well. Nifty Midcap100 was
up 0.59%, while Nifty Smallcap100 climbed
0.94%.India VIX, the market’s fear gauge,
dropped 2.80%, indicating easing volatility.

WHICH STOCKS GAINED?

Among Sensex and Nifty stocks, IndiGo led the
gains with arise of more than 3%.

BEL jumped 2.44%, Asian Paints gained 1.59%,
while Eternal rose 1.19%.

Nvidia's Al gold rush continues: Posts record
revenue, announces $80 billion buyback

Nvidia Q1 results: The chip giant
reported another blockbuster
quarter, posting record revenue
and profit numbers as global
technology companies continue
spending heavily on Al
infrastructure, data centres and
advanced computing systems.

New Delhi.(Agency)

The artificial intelligence boom continues

to mint money for the world's most
valuable company, Nvidia.The chip giant
on Wednesday reported another
blockbuster quarter, posting record
revenue and profit numbers as global
technology companies continue spending
heavily on Al infrastructure, data centres
and advanced computing systems.

Nvidia also announced a massive USD 80

billion share buyback programme,
underlining the company’s confidence in

future growth even as competition in the
Al chip market intensifies.The results
once again highlighted how Nvidia has
become the biggest beneficiary of the
global Alrace.

RECORD REVENUE DRIVEN
BYAIDEMAND

Nvidia forecast second-quarter
revenue of around USD 91 billion,
above Wall Street estimates of USD
86.84 billion.

The company’s earnings continue to
be closely watched globally
because Nvidia’s chips power most
of the world’s leading artificial
intelligence models and large data
centres.From ChatGPT-style Al
tools to cloud computing and
enterprise Al systems, Nvidia
processors have become central to
the current Al expansion.Demand
for Al infrastructure has surged sharply
over the past two years, with major
technology companies including
Alphabet, Amazon and Microsoft
continuing to pour massive investments
into Al.According to estimates, Big Tech

firms are expected to spend more than
USD 700 billion on Al this year, up
sharply from around USD 400 billion in
2025.

That spending wave has directly boosted

Nvidia’s business, making it one of the
world’s most valuable companies.
Alongside strong earnings, Nvidia
announced an USD 80 billion share
repurchase programme.A buyback allows
companies to purchase their own shares

from the market, often helping improve

shareholder returns and signalling

management confidence in long-term
growth.The move comes at a time when

Nvidia’s market value has already surged
dramatically due to investor optimism
around artificial intelligence.

The company also raised its dividend,
adding to positive sentiment among
investors.

JENSEN HUANG’S BIG Al BET
CONTINUES TO PAY OFF

Under CEO Jensen Huang, Nvidia has
transformed from a gaming-focused
chipmaker into the backbone of the
global AT industry.Its high-
performance GPUs are now used
across cloud platforms, Al research
labs, autonomous systems and
advanced enterprise
computing.Nvidia’s results are

increasingly being viewed as a health
check for the broader AI economy
itself.Strong numbers from the company
often indicate that spending on Al
infrastructure remains strong across the
technology sector.
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Cockroach Janta Party beats BJP on Instagram,
crosses 10 million followers in 5 days

A satirical political campaign, the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP), born online after the Chief Justice of India's remarks on unemployed youth, has crossed 10

million Instagram followers in five days. The Abhijeet Dmke founded CJP has managed to surpass the ruling BJP's follower count.

New Delhi.{Agency)

‘What started as a satirical campaign is now
overtaking India's most powerful political
parties in online battles. The Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP), a meme-fuelled satirical
political movement born out of outrage,
irony, and online humour in response to the
Chief Justice of India's remarks on youth,
has crossed 10 million followers in just five
days, overtaking the BIP on the platform.

In a country where political dominance has
been carefully cultivated over decades, the
online party has managed to outpace the
ruling party armed with nothing more than
sarcasm, reels, and viral rage. The account,
operating under the handle
{@cockroachjantaparty, crossed the 10-
million mark on Thursday. In contrast, the
BIP's official Instagram account

@bjpdindia currently has around X.7
million followers, while the Congress's
account @incindia remains ahead with
roughly 13.2 million followers. The Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), founded in 2012, has
approximately 1.9 million followers.

Both politicians and vocal non-politician
backers or sympathisers of the Cockroach
Janta Party include prominent YouTubers
and social media influencers like Dhruv
Rathee, veteran activist-lawyer Prashant
Bhushan. TMC leaders Mahua Moitra and
Kirti Azad have also expressed their
willingness to join the Cockroach Janta
Party.Senior advocate and activist Prashant
Bhushan called for the CIP to use its
followers' surge to raise the issue of the
NEET paper leak."The Cockroach Janta
Party has acquired 10.3M followers on

N )

CKROACH

INTA PARTY

C\C‘(ROACH
JANTA PARTY

between 21 and 60 must have the rightto be
employed at least the minimum wage,
failing which they must receive
unemployment allowance," he added on
Thursday.

There is ahealth warning here. Getting online
followers is very different from getting
people to join as members of a political
party. Membership indicates on-ground
presence.

Instagram in 4 days, more than the BIP. It w0 IS ABHIJEET DIPKE, FOUNDER

has promise if steered wisely &
imaginatively. It must, of course, raise
NEET paper leak & seck accountablhty of
Dharmendra Pradhan", Bhushan posted on
X.

He also asked the CJIP to voice the need for
the right to employment. “Time to demand
a right to Employment law. All people

OF COCKROACH JANATAPARTY?
The CIP's campaign first surfaced online on
May 16 as a satirical youth movement
responding to the controversial remarks of
the Chief Justice of India (CJT) Surya Kant
regarding sections of [ndian youth During
a hearing on May 15, the CJI referred to a
lawyer's social media conduct, saying,

“There are youngsters, like cockroaches,

who don't get any employment or have any
place in the profession. Some of them
become media, some of them become
social media, RTI activists, and other
activists, and they start attacking
everyone.”These remarks sparked massive
outrage on social media and gave birth to
the CJP, a campaign headed by its founder
Abhijeet Dipke.“T think the remarks were
more triggering because they came from
the Chief Justice of India, who is the
custodian of the Constitution, which grants
us freedom of expression. Someone who is
there to safeguard our freedom of
expression is comparing us to cockroaches
and parasites just for putting forward our
opinions. That was the more hurtful part,”
Dipke said inan interview .

Pharmacists’ strike disrupts
medicine supply

New Delhi.(Agency)

Delhi residents faced mounting inconvenience on
Wednesday as a nationwide chemist strike disrupted
access to medicines, while an upeoming strike by auto
and cab drivers threatened to affect daily commuting
across the national capital.The nationwide protest,
called by the All India Organisation of Chemists and
Druggists (AIOCD), led to the closure of several retail
medical stores across Delhi.

Chemist shops in areas such as Palam, Mayur Vihar,
Shahdara, Rohini, Yusuf Sarai, Daryaganj and Malviya
Nagar remained shut throughout the day. Shops outside
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital were also largely closed,
causing inconvenience to patients and attendants
secking medicines.

The strike was organised against the rapid expansion of
online pharmacies, which traditional chemists claim
are hurting their businesses through steep discounts
and aggressive pricing. Retail pharmacy owners said
small offline stores were unable to compete with e-
commerce platforms offering medicines at
significantly lower prices.

Chemist associations also expressed concern over
alleged weak prescription verification systems
followed by some online pharmacies. According to
them, the sale of regulated medicines without proper
checks could compromise patient safety, while offline
stores continue to follow strict documentation and
regulatory norms.The impact of the shutdown was
visible on the ground. Vanij, a 19-year-old resident,
said he had gone to buy medicines for his grandmother
but found nearby medical stores closed due to the
strike.

Another resident, Kuljeet Kaur, criticised the protest,
saying people could require medicines during
emergencies at any time. “Ultimately, these
pharmacists encouraged many people to order
medicines online. Ironically, they are protesting
against that fact,” she said.

Almawakeing Foundation and
Dr Shroff Hospital empower

visually impaired
New Delhi.{Agency)
Aimed at supporting people with disabilities
through technology-based assistive solutions,
Almawakening Foundation, in collaboration with
Dr Shroff’s Charity Eye Hospital, has organised a
special empowerment programme at Dr Shroff’s
Charity Eye Hospital.

As part of the foundation’s ‘Enable Program’, 26
visually impaired beneficiaries have received Al-
enabled smart vision glasses that assist with
mobility, reading support, object recognition,
navigation, and independent living through

-

Bk

advanced assistive technology.

The event was attended by Dr Alma
Chopra—Founder, Almawakeing Foundation,
motivational speaker and life coach & Dr Shroff’s
Charity Eye Hospital officials—and other
distinguished guests.

According to representatives from the
Almawakening Foundation, the initiative aligns
with the foundation’s wvision of creating
meaningful social impact through its five pillars
and ensuring that no individual is left behind due to
physical limitations. Dr Alma Chopra said, “This
programme is to build accessibility, inclusion &
innovation.”

Delhi records warmest May night in 14 years; [MD
forecasts heatwave conditions, issues orange alert

New Delhi.(Agency)

Delhi reeled under intense heat on
Thursday as the minimum
temperature settled at 31.9 degrees
Celsius, 5.2 notches above normal,
making it the warmest May night in
the national capital in nearly 14 &
years.The last time the minimum
temperature was higher than this

was on May 26, 2012, when the |

minimum temperature settled at
32.5 degrees Celsius.The India
Meteorological Department has
predicted a heat wave for the day
and the maximum temperature is
expected to settle at 46 degrees
Celsius.

Safdarjung and Lodi Road were
among the stations that recorded
warm night conditions, according to
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

A warm night is declared when the L

maximum temperature remains 40
degrees Celsius or more and the
minimum temperature departure is
between 4.5 degrees Celsius and 6.4

degrees Celsius above normal,
according to the IMD.Among the
weather stations, Safdarjung
recorded a minimum temperature of
31.9 degrees Celsius, 5.2 notches
abovethe season's normal, followed
by Ridge at 30.6 degrees Celsius,
4 4 notches above normal.

alam stood at 30.5 degrees Celsius,

3.4 notches above normal, Lodi
Road at 29.6 degrees Celsius, 4.6
notches above normal, and
Ayanagar at 27.4 degrees Celsius,
0.7notch above normal.

The city has been placed under an

orange alert as the maximum
temperature 1s expected to touch 46
degrees Celsius, with the IMD
forecasting heatwave conditions
during the day.

.\ The air quality was recorded in the

'moderate’ category at 9 am on
Thursday, with an Air Quality Index
(AQI) reading of 153, the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
data showed.

According to the CPCB, an AQI

between zero and 50 is considered
'sood', 51 to 100 'satisfactory’, 101
to 200 'moderate’, 201 to 300 'poor’,
301 to 400 'very poor', and 401 to
500 'severe'.

Sweltering summer heat pushes pets,
stray animals to the brink

New Delhi.{Agency)

As Delhi continues to battle an intense
heatwave, another crisis is unfolding
quietly on the streets, in homes, and
inside veterinary clinics,
animals are struggling to
survive the brutal summer
heat.According to
veterinarians in the city,
every year, the number of
heat-related illnesses
among pets and stray
animals rises sharply as |
temperatures climb.

From dehydration and heat
strokes to burnt paws, skin ®
mnfections, exhaustion, and
loss of appetite, animals are
increasingly becoming wvulnerable
victims of extreme weather
conditions.Dr Ashwini Verma from
CP Vet said veterinary clinics witness
a noticeable spike in such cases

&/

.

during summer months.“Animals
suffer heavily because their bodies
are unable to regulate heat efficiently
during prolonged exposure to high

T ——

FURaT .

temperatures. Pets that spend time
outdoors often arrive at clinics
dehydrated and visibly distressed,”
he added.

The heat does not only affect larger

animals. Rabbits, cats, and other

smaller pets are equally vulnerable.

Namika Yadav, owner of two rabbits,

said, “Summers leave them weak,

lethargic, and dehydrated.”

Pet owners are also witnessing
major behavioural changes in
their animals. Saif Anwar, who
owns three cats, including a
Siberian breed with thick fur, said
the scorching weather becomes
unbearable for them. Maintaining
a cool environment throughout
the day is a challenge but
necessary to ensure their comfort
and health.

For stray animals, however,
survival is far more difficult.

Animal welfare worker Xia Anwar

says dehydration among stray

animals frequently leads to
exhaustion, illness, and critical
medical emergencies.

96,000 street lights in Delhi to
he converted into smart LEDs

The project, estimated to cost around Rs 473.24

crore, will be implemented in phases on roads
maintained by the public works department (PWD).

_—_—m—————
New Delhi.{Agency}

Delhi’s roads are set for a major lighting
overhaul, with the city government
approving an ambitious plan to replace
nearly 96,000 street lights with advanced
smart LED systems across the Capital. The
decision was taken on Wednesday during a
hybrid meeting of the expenditure finance
committeec (EFC) chaired by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta. The project, estimated to cost
around Rs 473.24 crore, will be
implemented in phases on roads maintained
by the public works department (PWD).

The government aims to complete the
transformation before Diwali so that Delhi’s

major roads are fully illuminated with the
new smart lighting system.The project is
part of the announcement made by the Chief
Minister in the 202627 Budget, where she
had proposed replacing conventional street
lighting with encrgy-efficient smart LED
§ystems.

At present, PWD roads have nearly 45,000
old high-pressure sodium vapour (HPSV)
lights and around 51,000 HPSY LED lights.
Altogether, the network includes close to
96,0001lights and 51,160 poles.

Explaining the need for the project, the Chief
Minister said the existing system had
several shortcomings. Since there was no
real-time monitoring mechanism, faulty
street lights were often identified only after
complaints were received.The Chief
Minister said the initiative would help make
Delhi’sroads free of dark spots.

Supreme Court ‘inclined’ to bail
for two Delhi riots accused

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Supreme Court on Wednesday said it
would hear on May 22 the pleas of two
2020 Delhi riots accused, Abdul Khalid
Saifi and Tasleem Ahmed, challenging
the high court order denying them bail.

A bench of Justices Aravind Kumar and P
B Varale said that even though it was
inclined to grant bail to them, it would
first hear the Delhi Police’s submissions
regarding a recent judgment by a
coordinate bench on the grant of bail.

The court deferred the hearing after ASG
SV Raju, appearing for the Delhi Police,
sought time to make submissions. The
petitions challenged the September 2,
2025, order of the Delhi High Court
denying them bail.

Raju said he would like to make a
submission while taking into account a
recent judgment by another bench,

comprising Justice B V Nagarathna and
Ujjal Bhuyan, where it has questioned
the verdict denying bail to activists
Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam in the

2020 Delhi riots conspiracy case.

submitted that the ruling may not have The Delhi HC on Wednesday called upon

laid down the correct positionin law.
The bench posted the matter for hearing

on May 22 and asked Raju to make

the Centre to act against the
mushrooming of fake higher education
institutions. A bench of Chief Justice D
K Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas

Earlier, on Tuesday, Raju had told the
SC bench that the question of &
whether long jail time and delay in
trial can outweigh statutory bars on
bails under stringent laws like the §
UAPA may need to be decided by a
larger bench of judges. He pointed
out that two coordinate benches of
the apex court had delivered
conflicting decisions. 7

While referring to a judgment
delivered on Monday by the bench
headed by Justice B V Nagarathna
which emphatically held that “bail is the
rule and jail is an exception” even in
prosecutions under the UAPA, Raju

Senior

submissions on that date.
advocate Rebecca John appeared for
Saifi while advocates Mehmood Pracha
and RHS Sikander appeared for Ahmed.

‘Act against fake higher edn institutes’

Karia said that students attracted to
such institutions usually belong to
small towns, who but end up with
degrees that don’t make them
employable.

Chadha moves HC for personality
rights

. BJP MP Raghav Chadha on
Wednesday moved the Delhi HC
seeking protection of his personality
rights, including his name, picture,
and voice, from unauthorised use.
The petition is likely to come up for
hearing before Justice Subramonium
Prasad on Thursday. Chadha has sought
aninjunction against.
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akistan commits to fiscal

targets as IMF reviews
reforms, budget

World. (Agency)

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has

concluded its latest round of discussions with
Pakistan, focusing on the country’s economic
outlook, upcoming budget plans and the
implementation of reforms linked to its ongoing
IMF-supported financial programmes.In a
statement released on Wednesday, the IMF said
Pakistani anthorities had committed to achieving a
primary budget surplus target of 2 percent of gross
domestic product (GDP) in the 2027 fiscal year as
part of efforts to stabilise the economy and maintain
fiscal discipline.

The IMF delegation, led by adviser Iva Petrova,

A

visited Islamabad from May 13 to May 20 for
detailed consultations with Pakistani ofticials. The
discussions covered recent economic
developments, reform progress and the possible
impact of growing instability in the Middle East on
Pakistan’s economy.The latest talks come shortly
after the IMF approved around $1.32 billion in
additional funding for Pakistan earlier this month
under the country’s broader $7 billion financial
assistance programme.

ceording to the IMF, Pakistan’s central bank
reaffirmed its commitment to maintaining a tight
monetary policy stance to control inflation and
stabilise economic expectations. The fund noted
that authorities would continue closely monitoring
the possible spillover effects of rising global energy
prices, particularly amid tensions in the Middle East
that have increased volatility in oil markets.

Pakistan has been battling persistent inflation,

external financing pressures and weakening foreign
exchange reserves in recent years, making IMF
support crucial for economic stability and investor
confidence.

Israeli minister makes Gaza
flotilla activists kneel with

h

ands tied, sparks row

World.(Agency)

Israeli police forced activists from a Gaza-bound aid

tlotilla to kneel with their hands tied behind their
backs on Wednesday. The action sparked outrage
from foreign leaders and members of [srael's own
government. The activists had been aboard a flotilla
carrying humanitarian aid toward Gaza, as aid groups
continue to warn of deep shortages despite a ceasefire
agreement brokered by the United States in October
2025. Organisers said the mission sought to
challenge Israel's blockade and draw global attention
to conditions inside the enclave. Israel, meanwhile,
said that the naval blockade remains legal under
international law. The video was posted online by far-
right National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir,
which showed detained activists kneeling on the
ground with their hands tied behind their backs as
armed personnel guarded the area nearby. In one
moment from the footage, officers push an activist to
the ground after she shouts, "Free, free Palestine,”
while others remain lined up beside her.

"They came as big herces," Ben-Gvir says while

P
It

walking past detainees with an Israeli flag in hand.
"Look at them now. See how they look now, not
heroes and not anything."Instead of strengthening
Israel's position internationally, the video opened
cracks within the government itself. Foreign Minister
Gideon Saar rebuked Ben-Gvir accused him of
damaging the counfry's image after what he
described as careful diplomatic efforts by soldiers
and officials Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
also appeared uneasy with the optics. While
defending Israel's right to stop the flotilla, Netanyahu
said the treatment shown in the footage was "not in
line with Israel's values and norms”.

RESSURE BUILDS ON ISRAEL

alian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni described Ben-
Gvir's conduct as "inadmissible" after reports
confirmed [talian citizens, including a lawmaker and
a journalist, were among those detained. Rome
demanded explanations from Israel and summoned
theIsraeli ambassador.

India slams Pakistan at UN, says
‘heinous acts’ no surprise from
country bombing its own people

World.(Agency)

India on Wednesday slammed Pakistan at the United

Nations Security Council, accusing it of carrying
out cross-border attacks on Afghan civilians and
describing such actions as consistent with a
country that “bombs its own people™ and engages
in “systematic genocide”.

The remarks came after Pakistan’s Permanent

R

Representative to the UN, Asim Iftikhar Ahmad,
raised the issue of Jammu and Kashmir during the
annual open debate on the protection of civilians in
armed conflict, held under China’s presidency of
the Council for May.

esponding strongly, India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN, Harish Parvathaneni,
said it was “ironic” that Pakistan, with long-
tainted record of genocidal acts”, had sought to
comment on matters that were internal to India.

Parvathaneni referred to estimates by the United

Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan, which
documented around 750 civilian deaths and
injuries in Afghanistan during the first three
months of 2026 due to cross-border violence
allegedly involving Pakistani military
forces. According to UNAMA estimates cited by
India, 94 of 95 civilian casualty incidents were
attributed to Pakistani security personnel.

How China built world's largest train
station in just 38 months with robot army

In just 38 months, China built the
world's largest railway station in
(Chongqing, a sprawling megacity
strategically developed under Mac
Zedong's Third Front campaign.

Beifing could make the unthinkable

possible due to a robot revolution.

[—
World. (Agency)

While visiting China as part of US President
Donald Trump's high-profile billionaire
entourage last week, Elon Musk took to X
to repost a video of the construction
jourmney of the Chongqing East Railway
Station, which is the world's largest. While
Musk didn't write anything in the post, it
remains a subject of curiosity about why he
made the post. That's because he has

previously expressed scepticism about
public transport. Curiosity aside, the real
story of Chongqing East Railway Station is
more interesting. The story of how it was

constructed in 38 months using an army of

robots.The Chongqing East Railway
Station is a gigantic multi-modal fransit
complex. It is the world's largest
railway station by floor area, which was
opened to the public in May 2025.

Located deep inland in Southwestern =

China, Chongging, where the station is

lacated, is the country's largest city by

east.
Today, Chongqing, and its new station, stand

station in just 38 months. Here's how the
station was built by an army ofrobots.

as a striking display of China's formidable HOW CHONGQING BECAME

engineering prowess, and its massive

CHINA'SINLAND MEGACITY

economic heft. It's the same Chinese city Before diving into the station itself, it 1s

both population and administrative © %!
area. A major economic powerhouse =

today, Chongqing was dramatically

transformed starting in the 1960s under = ‘

Mao Zedong's Third Front Campaign. It

was a massive effort that redirected huge
national resources to rapidly industrialise
China's historically neglected interior
regions. As a result, industries spread
westwards from the Pacific coast to the

where one would see metro trains passing
through apartment blocks.

While many countries struggle for decades to
deliver large-scale projects, China built
this colossal 1.22-million-square-meter

essential to first understand the city
behind it. Chongging is one of China's
most important and dynamic
megacities.Like many other Chinese
urban centres like Shanghai and
Beijing, Chongqing is an ancient city
dating back nearly 3,000 vears. During
Warld War I1, it served as the capital of
the Chinese Nationalist (KMT)
Government after the fall of the
erstwhile capital, Nanking, to Japanese
forces in 19371t was during the 1960s
that Chongqing truly rose as one of
China's most important urban centres. The
city became a major beneficiary of the
Third Front Campaign, a massive
industrialisation campaign directed by
Mao Zedong.

Xi Jinping could mediate Trump-Kim
talks during North Korea visit

World.(Agency)
Chinese President Xi Jinping is

a high-level wvisit were already
underway.

renewed discussions surrounding
Pyongyang’s nuclear programme.

reportedly preparing for a possible If confirmed, the trip would underline Trump, who recently met Xi, has

visit to North Korea in the coming
days as Beijing and Pyongyang
move to strengthen ties. Reports
suggest Xi could also seek to play
a mediating role between US
President Donald Trump and
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un amid renewed diplomatic
activity surrounding
Pyongvang According to a report
by South Korea’s Yonhap news
agency, citing senior government
officials, Xi could travel to Pyongyang
as early as next week. Another source
familiar with the matter repartedly
said Chinese security and protocol
teams had recently visited North
Korea, signalling that preparations for

China’s efforts to strengthen ties with
North Korea at a time of rising
geopolitical uncertainty in the region.
Reports suggest Xi may also seek to
position himself as a mediator between
Trump and Kim Jong Un amid

repeatedly signalled openness to re-
engaging diplomatically with Kim.
During his first presidential term,
Trump and Kim held three high-
profile meetings aimed at reducing
tensions over North Korea’s nuclear
ambitions. Although those
negotiations eventually stalled,
Trump has continued to describe his
relationship with Kim as positive and
has indicated he would be willing to
meet him again.

China remains North Korea’s most

important economic and pelitical ally,
with Beijing serving as a crucial
source of frade, diplomatic support
and economic assistance for the
isolated country.

[ran builds new system of control in Hormuz
with island checkpoints, fees: Report

World.(Agency)

The tanker crew gathered their courage
and carefully navigated along a route
designated by Iran, hugging the
coastline and maneuvering their
hulking wvessel between island
checkpoints through the
Strait of Hormuz.

The 330-metre-long Agios
Fanourios I, laden with Iraqi |
crude oil and bound for |
Vietnam, had been bottled up
off the coast of Dubai since §
late April. But on May 10 it &
set off for the strait after a §
direct deal with Iran overseen
by Iraq’s prime minister.

Iran’s orders to the tanker were
part of a complex, multi-
tiered mechanism that the
country has deployed for clearing
vessels through the Strait of Hormuz.
With Irannow in de facto control of the
strait, the system can involve
government-to-government
arrangements, intense vetting by the

Iranian government and sometimes
fees in exchange for safe passage,
Reuters has found.In Vietnam, Iraq,
Greece and beyond, the ship’s progress
was monitored closely, including by
two people interviewed by Reuters.

Periodically, the transponder went
dark but the Agios Fanourios [ sailed
on. Not far away that same day, another
ship was hit with a projectile, causinga
small fire, according to a British
maritime safety agency.

Late on May 10, screens lit up with the

icon for the Agios Fanourios . But as
the tanker passed Hormuz Island, it
was stopped by Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps speedboats, according to
an Iranian official The IRGC fighters
patrolling the strait, who had initially
let the vessel through, now
ordered the ship to halt. The
Iranian official said there was
a suspicion of smuggled
cargo and they wanted to
mspect the ship. Several hours
later, the wvessel received
Iranian authorisation to
continue, turning what is
typically a five-hour transit
through the strait into a two-
day ordeal “Once we were
informed Agios passed
Hormuz, we breathed a sigh
of relief,” said one of the people
monitoring the journey.No payments
were made, said the ship’s manager,
Eastern Mediterranean Shipping and
six people with knowledge of the
passage.

US can wait a few days
for right answers from
Iran, says Trump

‘World.(Agency}

US President Donald Trump on Wednesday said the
United States was prepared to wait “a few days” for
the “right answers” from Iran as negotiations between
Washington and Tehran entered what he described asa
decisive phase.Speaking to reporters after stepping off
Air Force One, Trump said the talks were “right on the
borderline” and warned that the situation ceould
escalaterapidly if diplomacy failed.

“If we don’t get the right answers, it goes very quickly,”
Trump said. “We're all ready to go.”The US president
stressed that Washington expected “complete, 100%
good answers” from Tehran and argued that a
successful agreement could save ““alot of time, energy
and lives.”Trump also indicated that the current
Iranian representatives involved in the negotiations
appeared “far more reasonable” than previous
officials and expressed hope that a deal beneficial to
both sides could still bereached.

“We're dealing with people that are, I think, far more
reasonable than the people that are really no longer
with us,” he said, adding that he hoped “those people
will make a deal that’s going to be great foreveryone.”

At the same time, Trump cautioned that the diplomatic
window remained narrow.“It could be a few days, but
it could go very quickly,” he added.Earlier in the day,
Trump reiterated that the US would not allow Iran to
acquire a nuclear weapon and said negotiations had
entered the final phase.

“We're in the final stages of Iran. We'll see what
happens. Either have a deal or we’re going to do some
things that are a liftle bif nasty, but hopefully that
won’t happen,” Trump said. “Ideally I'd like to see
few people killed, as opposed to a lot. We can do it
either way.”

Trump also spoke with Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdoan, who welcomed the extension of the ceasefire
and reportedly told the US president that a “reasonable
solution” to the crisis remained possible. The remarks
briefly eased concerns in global energy markets, with
oil prices falling nearly six percent on hopes that
negotiations were nearing a breakthrough and that
wider disruption in the Middle East could beavoided.

IRAN WARNS AGAINST ANY RENEWED
MILITARY ACTION

Iran, however, warned against any renewed military
action by Washington “If aggression against Iran is
repeated, the promised regional war will extend
beyond the region this time,” Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards said in a statement. Tehran also announced the
launch of a new “Persian Gulf Strait Authority” aimed
at controlling maritime traffic through the
strategically crucial Strait ofHormuz waterway.

Americans brace for costly summer travel
as Iran crisis drives fuel prices higher

‘World.(Agency)

Americans heading out for the Memorial Day
holiday weekend are facing a sharp rise in
fuel costs as the ongoing conflict involving
Iran continues to disrupt global oil supplies,
setting the stage for what analysts warn
could become one of the most expensive
summertravel seasons in recent years.

Despite soaring gasoline prices, travel
demand across the United States remains
strong. According to projections from the
American Automobile Association (AAAY},
nearly 39.1 million people are expected to
travel by car during the long weekend,
while another 3.66 million are likely to fly.
The holiday traditionally marks the
beginning of the summer travel season in
the US.However, the enthusiasm for road
trips is increasingly being overshadowed
by growing costs at the pump.

Retail gasoline prices in the US have climbed
by more than $1.50 per gallon since late
February, when military tensions in the
Middle Fast escalated following strikes
involving the United States and Israel

against Iran. The conflict has severely
disrupted shipping routes through the
Strait of Hormuz — one of the world’s
most critical oil transit corridors, through
which nearly one-fifth of global
oil supplies pass.

The resulting supply uncertainty ...
has pushed crude oil prices jg
sharply higher, feeding info rising S
fuel and (ransporfation costs [
across the American economy.

The surge in energy prices is also
creating political pressure for
Donald Trump, as households
across the country struggle with
the increasing burden of fuel
expenses. Several US states are
already considering temporary
suspensions of gasoline taxes to
provide relief to consumers, while
discussions have also intensified around
reducing the federal fuel tax.

Industry analysts warn that the pressure on
consumers may only grow worse in the
coming months.Speaking to Reuters,

Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum

Americans.

analysis at GasBuddy, described the According to Reuters, a recent GasBuddy
current market as one of the most volatile
fuel environments in years, saying the

disruption in the Strait of Hormuz was now
at the center of global energy concerns. He
warned that even if shipping through the
waterway resumes normally, fuel prices
may take months — or even longer — to
stabilise completely. The impact is already
changing travel behaviour among

survey found that fewer Americans are

planning long-distance summer road trips
this year. Only 56 percent of
respondents said they intended to
drive more than two hours during the
summer, compared to 69 percent last
year. Rising fuel prices have emerged
as the biggest factor influencing travel
plans, with many travellers cufting
back on vacation distances and
frequency.

At the same time, experts are
increasingly concerned about
shrinking gasoline inventories in the
US.Energy analysts point out that
gasoline storage levels have been
falling steadily for weeks, even as

demand remains relatively strong heading

into peak driving season. Additional risks

— including refinery outages, tightening

global fuel supplies and the approaching

Atlantic hurricane season —could puteven

moreupward pressure on prices.
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No frip to Ahmedabad? MS
Dhoni heads to Ranchi on

(SK's final matchday

CHENNAL (Agency)

In a move that aligns perfectly with his
detached approach to this season’s away
fixtures, Mahendra Singh Dhoni has
reportedly packed his bags and departed for
Ranchi on the exact day Chennai Super Kings
face Gujarat Titans in their final league stage
match.The legendary former captain left the
team hotel and has already reached his
hometown, according to ESPNCricinfo. The
44-year-old maestro will only rejoin the
squad if CSK manage to navigate the
mathematical minefield required to secure a
spot in the playoffs.The move comes as no
surprise to close observers, given that Dhoni
has strictly avoided travelling for away
games this season, making his solitary
exceptional road trip to Lucknow earlier this
month the lone outlier.CSK batting coach
Mike Hussey later confirmed the reason
behind Dhoni’s complete unavailability for
the crucial clash in Ahmedabad, revealing
that the veteran has picked up a fresh, painful
thumb injury. This development sheds clear
light on why Dhoni was spotted with a

heavily taped thumb during CSK's recent
match against Sunrisers
Hyderabad—notably the only game this
entire IPL 2026 season where he actually
came out to the ground for his home fans at
Chepauk.For the yellow army, Dhoni’s
departure is a pragmatic conclusion to a
campaign that has entirely passed him by on
the pitch. Sidelined by a stubborn calf injury
sustained just before the tournament opener,
and now worsened by the thumb issue, Dhoni
has not played a single game in IPL
2026.While he has remained a looming
presence in the dugout during home matches,
he has spent the season dressed in training
gear rather than matchday yellow, leaving a
gaping void in the middle order. The
emotional crescendo of this underlying
retirement saga reached its peak earlier this
week at the M.A. Chidambaram Stadium.
Following CSK's disappointing five-wicket
defeat to Sunrisers Hyderabad, the team
conducted their traditional lap of
appreciation to thank the Chepauk faithful.

BCCI's domestic
outlook: Focus on T20s

) ~ e
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NEW DELHI. (Agency)

The much-awaited 2026-27 domestic calendar
was announced by the Indian cricket board
(BCCI) on Wednesday with the U23 white
ball competition and the inter-zonal
university tournament for Vizzy Trophy
being changed to T20 from 50-over per side
format. The move by the richest cricket
board could be a sign for big changes
expected in future and former players, who
now are coaches of successful domestic
sides, see itas a positive step going forward.

"I think change is an essence of life and this is
absolutely fine if it's going this way," former
India batter Amay Khurasiya told this daily.
With cricket officially returning to Olympics
for the 2028 Los Angeles Games since its
first appearance in 1900, the ex-flamboyant
left-hand batter from Madhya Pradesh
believed the move could have been taken
keeping the new order in mind. "With time, I
see the world playing more T20s and maybe
T20s will take over as they are cricket's
gateway to the Olympics also. This is my
feeling and it's absolutely fine. If things are
changing and everything is going into this
mode, we just have to accept the way it is
going to be," he opined.Usman Gani,
Vidarbha head coach, who led the side to
Ranji Trophy and historic Vijay Hazare title,
echoed Khurasiya's sentiments. "The cricket
world is changing with time being a big
factor. It's a logical decision as talented U23
cricketers can feature both in Vijay Hazare
and Ranji Trophy to get the feel of both
formats apart from playing T20 format.
More importantly, it will help the players
financially as the IPL scouts now have one
more tournament to look out for talented
youngsters," said Gani.

As per the calendar, the Men's U23 State A
Trophy (Elite and Plate) will begin on
December 1. The knockouts of the Elite
category will be held from December 17 to
23. The timing will be apt for U23 cricketers
to showcase their skills ahead of the IPL
auction, which is usually held during that
time of the year.

e

GT vs CSK preview: Can Chennai keep their
stuttering hopes alive in Ahmedabad?

IPL 2026: Destiny isn't in the hands of

CSK as they look to keep their fading
playoff hopes alive in Ahmedabad
against GT. Gujarat will be aiming to
get back to winning ways and tighten
up their performance in front of their
home crowd.

Ahmedabad. (Agency)

For Chennai Super Kings, Ahmedabad brings
in a lot of good memories. On a rainy couple
of nights in 2023, they defeated the Gujarat
Titans to win their fifth title. It almost
seemed like they will race ahead of the rest in
terms of trophies and establish their
dynasty.But CSK now find that destiny isn't
in their hands at the moment. After a poor
start as they lost the first three games, the
five-time IPL champions were able to find
their mojo and went on a run that got them
close to playoff contention.This was

IPL Play of the Day:

powered by the might of their batters and
the form of the bowlers, especially of
Jamie Overton along with the rest. But just
when Chennai looked like getting away
from the rest, injuries would come in and
pull them back. That happened with
Overton, who was forced to head back
home with an injury. That ruined their
plans and combination even more,
resulting in two straight losses.The last
one against Sunrisers Hyderabad has now
left them in a very precarious spot. Even
with a win, their place for the playoff isn't
guaranteed. Rajasthan Royals and Punjab
Kings can still go above them. Even the
Delhi Capitals can catch them also on 14
points.A loss means a direct knockout and a
third season of missing out on the playoffs.
They won't be having the noise around MS
Dhoni, who has returned home to Ranchi
ahead of the final league game.For the
Gujarat Titans, their qualification was sealed
with CSK's loss to SRH and Shubman Gill
would be pleased with a lot of things from his
side. With the bat, Gill, Sai Sudharsan and
Jos Buttler have once again been the main
aggregators, with Washington Sundar

playing a big role at No.4.The bowling has
been phenomenal in the powerplay phase,
with Kagiso Rabada and Mohammed Siraj
usually bowling their first three overs during

'n- Y i | o "
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that time.Rashid Khan's form and Prasidh
Krishna always being amongst the wickets
has helped. But they do have a few things to
iron out before the playoffs.Also a win will
strengthen their chances to finish in the top

two and play in the qualifier 1 in
Dharamsala. So they will get a chance to
have two cracks at reaching the final, even if
they lose and escape from the heat that is
taking over the north.So, with a lot on the line
for both sides, we can expect a scintillating
clash under the bright lights at the Narendra

his magic again to keep Kolkata afloat

New Delhi. (Agency)

How many times have we seen Sunil Narine
weave a web around opposition batters and
help Kolkata Knight Riders emerge
victorious? How often has he stepped up
exactly when KKR needed him the most?
There’s a reason the franchise has
continued to retain him year after year.
The relationship has gone far beyond
the IPL, with Narine also representing
several other Knight Riders franchises
across global T20 leaguesOn
Wednesday, Narine once again showed
why he is still regarded as one of the
greatest T20 spinners despite being well
past his prime. He returned exceptional
figures of 4-0-13-1 and completely
strangled the Mumbai Indians batting
line-up as KKR sealed a crucial four-
wicket win. Had Narine not applied the

the responsibility of ensuring the opposition
did not claw their way back into the contest.
With his trademark accuracy, subtle
variations and relentless control, he never
allowed the batters to break free or shift the
momentum back in Mumbai’s favour.

brakes in the middle overs, Kolkata could HOW NARINE TIED DOWN MUMBAI
easily have ended up chasing something No matter how batting-friendly a T20 pitch

around 165, a target that would have been
far from straightforward on a Kolkata
surface that was not exactly a batting
paradise.Yes, the Knight Riders had
already reduced Mumbai to 46 for four
inside the powerplay, but Narine still had

may be, conceding just one boundary in a
four-over spell says plenty about the control
and aura a bowler possesses. Sunil Narine
once again showed why batters still
approach him with caution, if not fear, as he
bowled 16 dot balls and never allowed Tilak

Varma, Hardik Pandya or Corbin Bosch to

dominate him.Narine strangled the MI

innings during the middle overs on a pitch

offering grip and turn. Using all his

experience, the veteran spinner steadily

drained the momentum out of the contest
and forced the batters into survival
mode.

Tilak looked uncomfortable from the
moment Narine entered the attack. The
left-hander struggled to read both the
off-break and the deceptive carrom ball,
often getting rooted to the crease while
trying to pick the variation from
Narine’s hand. Even after Tilak
managed to break free with a slog sweep
for six, Narine quickly tightened his
lines again and denied him any rhythm.

Hardik also found it difficult to break the
shackles. Narine repeatedly cramped

him for room while varying his pace
cleverly. One sharp carrom ball
straightened past Hardik’s outside edge,
showing how difficult Narine remained to
read. The breakthrough eventually came
when Narine bowled a beautiful off-break
that spun through Hardik’s defence and
rattled the stumps.

Hardik Pandya rues fielding collapse
behind MI's disastrous IPL 2026 season

Kolkata. (Agency)

Hardik Pandya did not try to hide Mumbai
Indians’ biggest problem after another
crushing defeat ended their already
disastrous IPL 2026 campaign even further.
The MI captain admitted the franchise’s
repeated fielding failures throughout the
season had badly hurt the team, saying
dropped catches constantly left Mumbai
“chasing the game.”Mumbai Indians
slumped to another defeat against Kolkata
Knight Riders on May 20 at Eden Gardens,
a result that summed up much of their
miserable season. After managing just four
wins in 13 matches, MI now sit second-last
on the IPL 2026 points table with only eight
points and already eliminated from playoff
contention.Speaking after the defeat,
Hardik openly admitted Mumbai’s fielding
standards had fallen well below the level
required to compete consistently in the IPL.

"I think throughout the season, we've been
quite poor in fielding. I think we have

e

dropped a lot of catches, which obviously
no one wants to do it. But in that part of the
game, | think there is no hiding away. I
think if you get chances, if you want to win
games, you need to grab all the chances,
even half chances as well," Hardik Pandya
said."But yeah, when you drop chances
which can change the game, it's always you
are chasing the game," added the embattled
PandyaAfter posting a below-par 147/8, MI
still managed to create moments during
KKR’s chase where they could have
dragged themselves back into the contest.

But once again, their fielding let them down
badly.The most frustrating moment came in
the 10th over.Rovman Powell top-edged a
pull shot off Hardik Pandya, and what
should have been a straightforward catch
turned into complete confusion between
Deepak Chahar and Robin Minz. Both
fielders hesitated, neither committed
properly, and the ball eventually dropped
safely between them.It was exactly the kind
of moment that has haunted Mumbai
throughout IPL2026.

FIELDING ERRORS SUMMED UPMI’S

HORROR SEASON

Mumbai’s catching problems have followed

them almost the entire season.The
franchise dropped five catches in a single
game against Punjab Kings earlier in the
tournament, while multiple matches have
slipped away because of missed
opportunities in the field.For a side that
once built its dominance on discipline and
ruthlessness.

Modi stadium.

WHAT'S WRONG WITH RUTURAJ?

When the prospect of seeing Sanju Samson
and Ruturaj Gaikwad at the top became a
reality, CSK fans were expecting a major
shift for them after the failure of the openers
last season.While Samson has gotten off the
blocks quickly, scoring 477 runs from 13
matches with two hundreds to his name. He
has a strike-rate of 166.20 and an average of
47.7But at the same time, Ruturaj has
scored 321 runs from 13 matches with an
average of 29.18 and a strike-rate of 120.67.
He has only managed 28 boundaries and 10
sixes during the same time. To give context,
Finn Allen smoked 10 maximums during his
outing against GT.Probably a knock that
summed up the struggles for the Chennai
skipper was his outing against SRH. He
scored 15 runs from 21 balls, with all of them
coming via singles.While Stephen Fleming
and the CSK management remain firmly
behind their skipper, he needs to start letting
the bat do the talking on Thursday.In the
three matches Ruturaj has played at the
Narendra Modi stadium, he has scored 118
runs with a highest of92.

Sunil Narine weaves The forgotten IPL 0G: How

cricket repaid Manish
Pandey in Kolkata

New Delhi. (Agency)

There is a particular kind of cricketer who never

gets the biography, rarely gets the
documentary, but always, always, seems to be
around when it matters. Manish Pandey is that
cricketer. KKR vs MI: Highlights | Scorecard

On Wednesday night at Eden Gardens, in a must-

win game against Mumbai Indians, he did what
he has quietly done for two decades,
contributed in every way imaginable, without
fuss, without fanfare. A catch in the ring. A
steadying hand at the crease. 45 runs on a pitch
that made run-scoring feel like hard
labour.Manish Pandey has featured in all 19
seasons of the Indian Premier League. He
shares that distinction with exactly three others
— Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma, and MS Dhoni.
The names require no introduction. Between
them, they have amassed thousands of
international appearances, World Cup medals,
and enough records to fill an encyclopedia.

Manish Pandey, by contrast, played 29 ODIs and

39 T20Is. His international career never quite
caught the fire that everyone who watched him
bat in his prime felt it should. While his three
contemporaries scaled Everest, Pandey quietly
climbed smaller mountains — doing it again,
and again, and again.In the last six seasons, he
has managed just 28 innings. He last played a
full IPL season way back in 2020, for Sunrisers
Hyderabad. He is 36 years and 263 days
old.Wednesday began before the batting even
started. Chasing a catch inside the ring — the
kind high and swirling, the sort that younger
fielders misjudge. Pandey settled under it with
the calm authority of a man who has caught a
thousand of them. Earlier in the season, he had
taken a catch against RCB that Shane Watson,
KKR's assistant coach, says will be in
contention for Catch of the Season.NOT SURE
HOW HE'SDOINGIT'

When Watson speaks about Pandey, the

admiration is unguarded.

V for victory, V for Villa: Emery's
Europa League magic strikes again

Aston Villa won their first Europa
League title on Wednesday, May
20, under the coaching of Unai
Emery. This was the Spanish
coach's fifth Europa trophy,
funnily with clubs having 'Villa' in

their name.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Aston Villa won their maiden Europa League
title on Wednesday, May 20, under the
guidance of Unai Emery, as the Spanish
coach once again proved why he remains the
undisputed king of the competition.
Remarkably, all five of Emery’s Europa
League triumphs have come with clubs
carrying “Villa’ in their name - Sevilla,

Villarreal and now Aston Villa.

Villa dismantled Freiburg 3-0 in the final in
Istanbul, capping off a stunning rise under
Emery, who took charge of the club in 2022
when they were hovering dangerously close
to the Premier League relegation zone. Less
than four years later, he has transformed
Villa into one of England’s strongest sides,
guided them back into the Champions
League and now delivered their first
European trophy since 1982.Wednesday’s
performance was perhaps the perfect
representation of Emery’s Aston Villa
project. They were organised without the
ball, ruthless in transition and clinical in
front of goal, completely overwhelming
Freiburg on the biggest night of their
season.“This final is the confirmation about
how we are progressing,” Emery told TNT
Sports after the match. “Europe gave us a
lot.”As the final whistle blew in Turkey,
thousands of Aston Villa supporters erupted
in celebration inside the stadium. Among
them was Prince William, arguably the club’s

most famous fan, who watched on
ecstatically as Villa lifted European
silverware once again.

“Amazing night!! Huge congratulations to all
the players, team, staff and everyone
connected to the club! 44 years since the last

12

taste of European silverware!” Prince
William posted on X.UNAI EMERY: MR
EUROPALEAGUE

Dubbed “Mr Europa League” by fans across

Europe, Emery has built an unparalleled
legacy in the competition. He first dominated
the tournament with Sevilla, winning three
consecutive titles between 2014 and
2016, before guiding Villarreal to glory
in 2021. Aston Villa have now become
the latest club to benefit from his
remarkable European touch.The
triumph also marked Villa’s first major
trophy since the League Cup in 1996,
underlining just how dramatically the
club has risen under the Spaniard. Emery
said after the game that he was proud to
have elevated Aston Villa’s standing in
Europe and insisted that the ambition
now was to establish the club among the
Premier League elite while competing
strongly in the Champions League next
season.Villa captain John McGinn dedicated
the victory to supporters who stood by the
club through some of the darkest moments in
recent history, including their three-year
spell in the Championship between 2016 and
2019.
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Amaal Mallik Accuses ‘Mixed
Syndicate Of Egoistic Humans’ Of
Choking His Growth In Industry

L olen |

Weighs In On ‘One-Time Cheating’ In
glationships: 'Life Is Too Long To Not Forgive'

akul Preet Singh is currently enjoying love and appreciation coming her
way for her performance in the film Pati, Patni Aur Woh Do. Directed by
udassar Aziz, the film also stars Ayushmann Khurrana, Sara Ali Khan
and Wamiga Gabbi in key roles. Amid the positive reactions from the audience,
Rakul recently spoke about cheating and forgiveness in relationships. Her
comment came days after her husband, Jackky Bhagnani, jokingly described
his marriage to her as a “situationship." In a recent interview, Rakul admitted
that “one-time cheating" could, in some cases, be forgiven, but she also made it
clear that cheating is ultimately “not okay."While speaking to Mashable India,
the cast of Pati Patni Aur Woh Do was asked if cheating can ever be acceptable
in a relationship. Rakul Preet Singh was quick to respond with a firm “no." Sara
Ali Khan said, “I mean the least you can do is say sorry, but it is definitely not
okay." Ayushmann Khurrana added, “Marriage |
has its own rules. At the same time, if sorry has
been said genuinely, then why not?" A visibly
shocked Rakul reacted and asked, “Cheating kar
ke?”
Ayushmann clarified his point and said, “People
‘make mistakes. It may be genuine." Rakul went
‘on to add, “Italso depends on what is the extent. ..
What is the extent? If cheating is a habit..."
Before Rakul Preet Singh could finish her point,
Sara jumped in and asked, “One-time cheating is
okay?" Rakul quickly clarified her stance,
saying, “I am not okay." She and Ayushmann
Khurrana then reiterated together that cheating is
“not okay," with Ayushmann further
emphasizing, “Primarily, it is not okay."
The De De Pyaar De actress further elaborated,
- “But if somebody can have a slip, life is too long
* to not forgive for one mistake." She quickly

L A
-

is doesn’t apply to my personal relationship. Please note." Ayushmann
pported her stance and said, “Humans make mistakes. But if they are
nuinely apologetic about it, and if you feel for that person... life is too long."
ra, meanwhile, admitted, “I might forgive but not forget." Rakul responded,
ut I think if you forgive then you will have to forget," to which Sara
ded: “That’s where it gets tricky."Earlier, in an interview, Jackky’s
ionship" comment took social media by storm. He said, “Rakul and I are
, but we are like in a situationship, which is, of course, we are exclusive
other because that’s why we are married. But the most important thing is
| can talk to her about anything." Social media was surprised with his
iment, and it led to many thinking if things are not well between them.

er, Rakul posted a playful video later, making Jackky hold his ears. In
- video she was heard saying, “Kitne baar bola hai isko, that we are
= B lennials... Gen Z banne ki zarurat nahi hain! Bola thana."

A Huma Qureshi

| On Bias In Bollywood: ‘Female-Led Films Still
Don't Get Budgets Male Stars Do’

uma Qureshi, who is currently at Cannes, spoke candidly about the challenges faced by
Hwomen-]ed films in Bollywood, saying that despite changing times, female-oriented projects
still struggle to receive the same budgets and backing as films headlined by male stars.
Talking about India’s cultural diversity and mythology, she said that there is a lot of potential in India
to have stories with female-forward narratives. However, she said that female-led movies don’t get
e kind of budgets that films with male stars get. Despite the challenges, Huma said female actors
cross the industry are continuously pushing boundaries and working to change the landscape for
ture generations.

Huma Qureshi On Female-Oriented Films
During an interaction with Brut India at the
Cannes Film Festival, Huma Qureshi was
asked whether audiences have become more
accepting of women-centric cinema and if
more Hindi adaptations of female-led films
are on the horizon. The actress replied, “I
hope we don’t do any remakes. | hope we do
more original content. We have so much
potential in our country to have our own kind
of female forward narrative. We have such a
diverse country. Look at our mythology,
Iture. Look at the stories that come from our country. I feel like the focus should be on that
nstantly."
na also reflected on the industry’s long-standing perception that women-led films have limited
ox office potential. “Honestly, if you ask me, it’s something that I am also going through or
gtruggling with right now. Where we don’t get the kind of budgets that male movie stars get. There’s
always that bias that female films have a certain box office potential."When asked whether such bias
still exists in the industry today, the actor replied, “Yes, definitely. Maybe people wouldn’t say it as
much, but that doesn’t mean it doesn’t exist. And that’s something you have to constantly navigate.
But the only way to break that is to keep going through and just constantly keep working. And not
just me, I feel so many of my female colleagues are constantly pushing that envelope and pushing
hard to change the reality for not just themselves in their careers, but also for many others that will
follow through."

A\ Preet

usic composer Amaal Mallik has levelled
serious allegations of lobbying against

him by “a mixed syndicate of egoistic
humans" in the industry.The music composer
recently took to his X, formerly Twitter, and
shared a long note in which he spoke about tough
working conditions and hostility towards him by
certain professionals in the industry.

He wrote, “My Dear #AMAALIANS 2019 to 2026

The big boys in powerful positions have got me
out of more than 60 odd projects. 20 films toh
maine khud hi mana kar diye as it was beneath me
to work in those setups.. The musician in me
wouldn’t be able to respect himself. I still did my
bit, and will always do my best to put music and
shoot videos whenever possible for my fans, with
or without the movies.. No regrets at all, it’s their
loss. But somehow it becomes a loss to my
listeners & fans, and I’'m sorry for that but I need
to make it clear to all of you".He further
mentioned that he has been trying his best for the
last § years, with utmost sincerity & obviously
some respectful terms & conditions of working
but sadly it doesn’t work for this place. He also
shared that his inability to hide the truth about the
industry and its workings has irked them cven
more, leading to pointless threats to him and his
family.

He shared, “There are some very powerful set of

people that don’t want me to be part of their films
or any film for a matter of fact, and it’s not just
labels, it’'s beyond that NOW, it’s a mixed
syndicate of egoistic humans. 1 will not name
them today but their time will come someday and
the lord above will show them their place. All of
them are playing award worthy politics for almost
8 years now and that’s why you hear less of my
music in films".

“I can’t be part of a clout, a power setup, or be part of

petty groupism. Even the NEPOTISM isn’t
working. So mujhe maaf karo..... Mera indie
music suno (So forgive me..... Listen to my indie
music). If a film song comes great, if not then
don’t fret", he added.

Celina Jaitly Gets Emotional During
Visit To Maa Baglamukhi Temple,
Prays To Reunite With Her Kids

ctress Celina Jaitly has been dealing with
personal turmoil as she is fighting a divorce

battle with her Austrian husband, Peter
Haag. Amid the ongoing battle, she visited the Maa
Baglamukhi Temple and prayed for a reunion with
her kids and brother. In the video, a visibly
emotional Celina was seen praying to Maa
Baglamukhi.While sharing the video, Celina Jaitly
wrote a long caption and said, “#maabaglamukhi:
In the Garbhagriha of Maa Baglamukhi, [ placed
my prayers at the feet of the Divine Mother for
reunion with my brother, for reunion with my
children, and for the restoration of what love and
destiny should never separate (sic).”

“I share this sacred puja with every soul seeking Maa

Baglamukhi’s blessings, protection, justice, and
the strength to bring their loved ones home (sic)."
she further added. Earlier, Celina had shared
another set of pictures from the temple and wrote,
“A month ago... Maa Baglamukhi entered my life
through a well-wisher and friend, Hiten. As a
lifelong Devi Bhakt, 1 humbly admit... 1 knew
very little about the Divine Mother, Maa
Baglamukhi. And then... she began appearing
everywhere. Through people... Through signs...
Through random pop-up mantras. Through divine
synchronicities, T simply could not ignore. And
within just four weeks of first appearing in my
life... my Mother called me to her.”

*Not by road.Not by chance. But in a way only the

Divine could orchestrate. .. she brought me to her
sacred temple in the most unexpected, beautiful,
and luxurious way possible... on my friend’s
private jet... I still cannot fully comprehend it.
And perhaps it was always written... as some of
my own roots trace back to Kotgarh, in the
beautiful mountains of Himachal Pradesh. My
deepest gratitude to my dearest friend @realpz for
flying me here," she added.For the unversed, in
November 2025, Celina filed a case against Peter,
accusing him of domestic violence, cruelty, and
manipulation.

She sought 50 crore and other sums in
compensation. The case is currently in court.
Celina Jaitly has been away from films for over a
decade. She was last seen in a lead role in the 2011
romantic comedy Thank You.
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