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Mental health
priorities for the new
Kerala government

In an interview, newly elected MLA Ramesh
Pisharody called for a dedicated ministry for
mental health. Currently, most activities fall
under the Ministry of Health, while others are
scattered across departments.

The mental health of school students is
managed by the education department and the
Ministry of Women and Child Development.
Then there are the police-run student well-
being and digital de-addiction initiatives. The
excise department handles de-addiction
programmes, the Ministry of Youth Welfare
pilots youth mental health projects, and
women’s well-being initiatives are under the
Women’s Welfare Ministry.

Despite numerous programmes, there is little
focus, coordination, or impact auditing. With
several psychosocial issues signalling
declining mental health in Kerala, the MLA’s
vision for a unified ministry is timely and
relevant.

The burden of mental illness in Kerala

The 2016 National Mental Health Survey found
that 11.36% of people in Kerala had a mental
disorder at the time of the survey, with a
lifetime prevalence of 14.14%. Roughly one
in eight people in the state need mental health
intervention — higher than national averages.
Common conditions include anxiety and
stress-related disorders at 5.43%, depression
at 2.49%, and substance use disorders at
4.82%. Are they all getting the help they
need?

Separating business of war from economics of oil

With the US-Iran conflict moving into its third month, an

ominous suspense pervades global energy markets. The
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has halted the flow of a
fifth of the world’s oil and liquefied natural gas supplies,
and triggered the largest energy disruption in history.
With more than a billion barrels of oil already lost, the
soaring benchmark crude prices are maintaining an
extreme upward pressure on refined products like diesel

a portion of it with the host country having the first right
of refusal. India partnered with ADNOC to store crude at
two State-owned strategic underground facilities in
India, with a third site under development with a total
capacity of 30 million barrels when fully operational. At
current demand, it translates to seven days of stocks, far
below the 90-day benchmark set by the IEA. Yet, it lays a
roadmap for future expansion and a PPP model.

and jet fuel, with a cross-sectoral effect. The shortage of The UAE’s exit from Opec on May 1, in the midst of the
Iran war, added complexity to an uncertain market.
Though the fourth largest member’s walkout initially
fuelled a fear of group politics, a more sanguine picture
has emerged since. Relieved of quota restrictions, as it
aims to enhance production to 5 million barrels per day,

sulphur (a by-product of crude oil and gas processing
critical for fertiliser production) and loss of fertiliser
shipments from the Persian Gulf could affect global food
security. Stalled projects and job losses are inevitable as
cost cutting becomes unavoidable. The economic pain is
sure to prevail at all income
levels.Efforts to artificially stabilise
markets and curtail inflation shocks
prompted major oil consumers and the
International Energy
Agency—comprising 32 member, 13
association and six ‘accession’
countries—to initiate a historic release
of strategic reserves. One of the criteria
for the agency’s membership is the
“capability of contributing its share of
an IEA collective action which would
be initiated in response to a significant
global oil supply disruption and would
involve IEA member countries making §N
additional volumes of crude and/or ™

product available to the global market
(either through increasing supply or
reducing demand)”. Out of the pledged
release of 400 million barrels, 164
million barrels have already entered the
global markets, according to the latest

\

Access versus stigma
Kerala has relatively better mental health care

IEAreport.
Saudi Aramco and Abu Dhabi National Oil Company

in both the government and private sectors.
However, gaps exist in Wayanad and Idukki
districts. Yet stigma and shame prevent many
from seeking scientific treatment.

Quacks exploit this reluctance, diverting people
from professional care. The government must
regulate unqualified practitioners in mental
health services. This includes mandatory
licensing of counselling centres with clear
qualification standards. Stigma-reduction
campaigns are essential to convey that mental
disorders are health conditions like any other,
and that there is no health without mental
health.Modernising services

The three mental health centres in Thrissur,
Kozhikode and Thiruvananthapuram,
functioning well amidst constraints, should be
modernised and made patient-friendly,
possibly using corporate social responsibility
funds.A Centre of Ecellence for addiction
treatment could be integrated with one of
them. Such a centre is urgently needed as
addiction-related problems rise in the state. It
should develop evidence-based protocols and
monitor other de-addiction centres across the
state. Although the Mental Healthcare Act
mandates registration, many de-addiction
centres still operate outside such controls.
Psychiatric services at district and taluk levels
can be upgraded qualitatively without
overwhelming financial burden. What is
needed is vision and innovation.The District
Mental Health Programme requires revision
with broader objectives and a stronger focus
on community-based treatment and
rehabilitation. Residential rehabilitation
centres should be audited regularly by DMHP
teams, which might require additional
manpower.

bypassed the choked maritime route and partially
mitigated the loss of supply through alternative overland
pipelines. However, these supply measures proved
insufficient in addressing price volatility. On the other
hand, demand curtailment is only a temporary panacea
as stockpiles are fast depleting and parleys between the
combatants are failing to make headway.Most
developed and emerging economies hold strategic
petroleum reserves (SPRs) to enhance energy security in
periods of exigency. Japan and South Korea follow a
public-private partnership for their SPRs, leasing
underground storage facilities to domestic private
refineries under mandate and foreign oil producers like
ADNOC that maintain huge stocks with a right to export

Abu Dhabi has accelerated construction of a West-East
Pipeline to Fujairah, bypassing the Strait of Hormuz.
Slated to be operational by 2027, it shall double the
Emirati oil export capacity and substantially slake Asia’s
thirst. Meanwhile, Brazil has reported much larger
volumes of crude exports to Asia during the present
disruption. As mentioned in this column last November,
with rising production volumes at the Tupi and Buzios
offshore assets of Petrobras, the low-sulphur Brazilian-
grade crude has captured a larger portion of the Asian
markets. Despite freight constraints, its share in China’s
imports rose to 18 percent in April from less than 10
percent in January. On the back of well-negotiated
prices, the Latin American medium-sweet crude has
expanded its presence in the Indian energy mix, too.
Besides State-owned refineries, Reliance remains a key

Simultaneous polls: Potential benefits not enough to build consensus

The US’s extension of relief for Russian oil and hint of easing pressure on Iranian supplies may presage a new sanctions regime. It will take months to achieve pre-war supplies

buyer in the spot market for Brazilian crude and accounts
for a major portion of Petrobras’s oil shipments to
Asia.However, African sources such as Nigeria, Angola
and Libya have provided limited succour to Europe and
Asia. Despite holding the 11th largest reserves in the
world, Nigeria’s oil industry, with many small refineries,
is vulnerable to several operational and security hurdles.
The sector, which has historically battled under-
investment, pipeline vandalism and poor turnaround
maintenance, is prone to outages. However, the Lagos-
based Dangote refinery, Africa’s largest with a capacity to
process 650,000 barrels a day, has significantly increased
shipments of jet fuel and diesel to Europe to partially fill
the supply gaps caused by the West Asian tensions.
Donald Trump’s recent visit to Beijing emerged
as Washington’s diplomatic overture,
suggestive of a meeting between two equals
rather than a competition for global supremacy.
With the grim energy situation in the
background, and in a bid to pursue the G2
framework, Trump followed up on the
discussions with Xi Jinping with a hint of
easing sanctions on Chinese independent
‘teapot’ refineries that process Iranian crude.
Hengli Petrochemical, China’s second-largest
teapot refinery, is considered to be one of
| Tehran’s largest customers for crude, as per a
| US Treasury report.

Coming amid an escalating geopolitical
showdown, the development is viewed as an
effort to manage global oil dynamics as much as
heralding a new phase in US sanctions policy.
Could the move legitimise Iranian oil’s
continued presence in Asian markets and the
‘shadow fleets’ that facilitate such transits, as
Washington woos Beijing to broker peace? It

seems America is keen to segregate its business of war
from the economics of oil by any means.Given the
current global shortage and China’s continued oil trade
with Russia, the US Treasury extended the Russian oil
waiver a second time. The continued flow of Urals is
expected to temporarily stabilise the crude market and
provide renewed energy security to the two largest
consumers, China and India. The move shall augment
supply of sulphur and other oil derivatives, enabling a
surge in fertiliser production.Few analysts predict the war
to end by early June. Markets absorb this with cautious
optimism as it may take months of normalisation to touch
pre-war volumes. While new sources of oil emerge and
their durability remains restricted, a collective initiative
ofnouveau rentiers might just bail out the situation.

The JPC must take diverse factors and perspectives into account before submitting its findings on One Nation, One Election issue

A Joint Parliamentary Committee is holding nationwide

consultations on two Bills related to the politically
divisive issue of ‘One Nation, One Election’
(ONOE). PP Chaudhary, the BJP MP who is

heading the multi-party panel, has stated that o e

India can save Rs 7 lakh crore if Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections are held simultaneously.
According to him, this exercise would raise the
country’s GDP by 1.6 per cent and the money
saved can be used for development works and
welfare schemes. There is no quarrel with the
argument that ONOE would lead to
considerable savings in terms of money, time &
and manpower. However, there is much more to 1,
electoral democracy than convenience and cost-
benefit calculations.The Congress and many
other Opposition parties are calling
simultaneous polls an attempt by the BJP-led
Union government to centralise power and undermine
the federal structure. These concerns have only grown

after the saffron party added West Bengal to its
burgeoning kitty of states. The Centre, however, is

insistent that ONOE will benefit the nation. The lack of
consensus makes it vital for the parliamentary

committee to engage with a wide range of stakeholders
— political parties, constitutional authorities, legal
experts, administrative bodies, financial and
educational institutions, industry and civil
society.One of the biggest challenges is to
synchronise elections — different states go to the
polls in different years. Also, there has to be a
concrete plan for the worst-case scenario— when
a government falls mid-term due to defections or a
no-confidence motion. Moreover, Lok Sabha
elections focus on national issues, while
Assembly battles primarily revolve around
state/regional matters. Clubbing the two contests
may give an unfair advantage to the ruling party at
the Centre, especially in states where it is not in
power. The panel must take diverse factors and
perspectives into account before submitting its
findings. After all, the proposal, if implemented,
will have far-reaching implications for India’s
democratic and federal framework.

DNA science and the quest beyond ageing

The near-future of genomics lies in its convergsence with Al and spatial omics

FRONTIER technologies are fascinating. In these
columns, I have tried to provide a glimpse into the
worlds of artificial intelligence, quantum computing,
internet of things and renewable energy. Today, we
delve into the enigmas of genomics.On September 3,
2025, a hot mic caught Vladimir Putin, Xi Jinping and
Kim Jong Un musing about organ transplants,
biotechnology and the possibility of living to 'a' young
150. Three of the world’s most powerful totalitarians are
not any different from other world leaders and business
tycoons when it comes to battling age.The twin enigmas
of ageing and death, however, remain, arguably, the
final unconquered bastions of biological science. While
we have dismantled the atom, decoded the cosmic
microwave background and engineered pathogens to
deliver therapeutic payloads, the programmed
obsolescence of our own cellular machinery eludes a
definitive, mechanistic solution. This pursuit, the deep
interrogation of our biological operating system, is
unfathomable without genomics.At its foundational
level, genomics is the study of the genome, an
organism's complete set of deoxyribonucleic acid
(DNA) — the chemical repository of the instructions
needed to develop, operate and perpetuate virtually
every living organism. Its double helix comprises two
anti-parallel strands, each a string of four nucleotide
bases: adenine (A), thymine (T), guanine (G) and
cytosine (C). The strands are complementary; A always
pairs with T and C with G. The linear sequence of these
billions of letters encodes the instructions for building
and operating a human body.A gene, a specific locus on
DNA, carries the code for a functional product, typically
a protein. Information flows from DNA to a transient
messenger molecule, messenger ribonucleic acid
(mRNA), through the process of transcription. This

mRNA transcript then exits the nucleus and engages the
ribosome, a molecular machine that translates the
nucleic acid code into a specific sequence of amino
acids, which fold into a 3D protein. Proteins form
organs, catalyse biochemical reactions, and relay
signals.When a somatic mutation alters this sequence,
an aberrant protein can be produced, disrupting
homeostatic networks and potentially initiating a
pathological cascade, such as neoplasia. Genomics,
therefore, is the science of reading, interpreting, and
now, editing this fundamental text.The impact of this
ability is already transformative and pervasive across
multiple sectors. In clinical medicine, genomics has
catalysed the shift from empirical, population-based
protocols to personalised and predictive paradigms.
Pharmacogenomics, the study of how genetic
variation affects drug response, allows clinicians to
pre-empt adverse reactions and choose the right drug
at the right dose from the outset. Genomic sequencing is
now the definitive tool for tracking disease outbreaks.
When a new pathogen emerges, decoding its genome
allows scientists to understand its origins, monitor its
mutations in real time and develop targeted diagnostics
and vaccines with unprecedented speed.The same logic
applies to rare diseases: India bears a significant burden
of rare diseases. Around one in every 20 Indians is
affected by 7,000 to 8,000 diseases classified as rare.
Genomic sequencing is increasingly the first-line
diagnostic tool, ending diagnostic odysseys that
previously lasted years.This capability is inseparable
from food security, which is inextricably linked to
national security. Genomics is revolutionising
agriculture by enabling the development of crops with
higher yields, enhanced resistance to pests and drought
and improved nutritional content, all critical factors fora

stable and secure food supply in the face of climate
change. Similarly, genomic analysis of soil microbes
can inform more sustainable farming practices and the
monitoring of biodiversity loss.In the realm of
biosecurity, genomics provides the sentinel system,

allowing for the rapid characterisation of engineered
pathogens in a bio-attack scenario and the subsequent
design of gene-specific medical countermeasures, such
as mRNA vaccines or monoclonal antibodies.Even in
the domain of criminal justice, DNA analysis through
forensic genomics not only helps identify suspects with
high precision but also resolves cold cases by tracing
distant familial connections through public ancestry
databases, a technique that led to the apprehension of
the 'Golden State Killer' of the US.Concurrently, the
commercial translation of genomics is accelerating
globally. The worldwide genomics market, estimated to
be valued around $30-40 billion, is on a steep growth
trajectory, and India's market is projected to mirror this
with a CAGR of 16.6%, reaching an estimated $1.86
billion by 2033.However, this scientific and
commercial momentum generates a series of profound

policy and legal frictions. The most immediate
challenge is the governance of the direct-to-consumer
testing market, which operates in a near-regulatory
vacuum. Companies can directly market single-gene,
multi-gene and even exome-sequencing services to
consumers without a mandated framework for
analytical wvalidity, clinical validity, or, most
critically, the post-test return of results. The
interpretation of a polygenic risk score for a
complex disorder like type 2 diabetes or the
discovery of a variant of uncertain significance
requires nuanced clinical translation alongside non-
directive genetic counselling. The very nature of
genomic data places it in a category distinct from
other medical information, demanding a rethinking

of the data protection framework. A genome is a

permanent, personally identifiable blueprint that

contains predictive information not only about the
individual but also about their kin. The Digital Personal
Data Protection Act, 2023, fails to recognise "genetic
data" as a specially protected category with heightened
safeguards. The Act's "consent" framework for
scientific research is philosophically mismatched with
the highly sensitive, re-identifiable nature of genomic
data. This creates an incongruous scenario where the
country is generating vast population-scale genomic
datasets through initiatives like the Genome India
Project, which are managed under the normative
Framework for Exchange of Data (FeED) protocols of
the Biotech-PRIDE Guidelines, while the statutory law
governing the privacy of this data remains generic.

The near-future of genomics lies in its convergence with
Al and spatial omics. The sheer volume of data
produced by a single human genome is staggering, and
making sense of it is a computational grand challenge.
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Rupee rallies 63 paise to
close helow 96 level

New Delhi,.(Agency)

Rupee strengthened for a second straight session on
Friday, rising 63 paise to close at 95.73 on the back
of easing crude prices, positive equity markets, and
softer US yields coupled with the intervention from
central bank.Rupee opened at 96.30 in the interbank
foreign exchange market on Friday and continued to
remain in the green territory and touched an intra-
day high 0£ 95.30 and a low of 96.68 before settling
at95.73. The latest rise comes after the currency had
rebounded 50 paise on Thursday from its record
closing low to end at 96.86 against the greenback on
Wednesday after falling to 96.96 intraday.

Forex traders said the Reserve Bank was active in the
market throughout the day. The $5 billion swap
announced for May 26 also kept the punters at bay.
Another enabler is the falling bond yields and easing
geopolitical tension that have softened crude prices.
Benchmark stock indices ended the session in
positive territory, with the Sensex rising 231.99
points and the Nifty advancing 64.60 points.

Radhika Rao, senior economist at DBS Bank, said the
rally in rupee is due to the Reserve Bank reviving
monetary operations to slow rupee’s fall, after the
currency came within touching distance of a record
low of 97 earlier this week. She said a closer
scrutiny of outbound FDI and encouraging
exporters to channel proceeds to the onshore
markets might be pursued.In the run-up to the
monetary policy review in early June, markets are
likely to increasingly price in the likelihood of a
hike, especially if the rupee remains under pressure
and a resolution on the Iran war proves to be
elusive, she added. The rupee maintained its upward
momentum for the second straight day, effectively
reversing the losses sustained at the start of the
week, Dilip Parmar senior analyst at HDFC
securities said and attributed the rally largely to the
Reserve Bank’s active market intervention post the
announcement of its dollar swap, alongside a
reprieve in crude prices as geopolitical risks eases.

IPO market loses steam:
Only Rs 56,000 raised so
far; when can it revive?

Kolkata .(Agency)

The current calendar year has witnessed a sharp
deceleration in the IPO market while expert agencies
predicted a sharp acceleration. Some agencies even
predicted that 2026 will go down in history as a
bumper year when the number of primary issues will
be the highest in a year ever and also raise a very high
amount of money that could even reach close to the
fantastic number of Rs 4 lakh crore. Against that
estimate, the current year has witnessed only 20
mainboard listings and 62 SME IPOs. The mood
among investors has been so low that about 150
companies are waiting in the sidelines to float their
IPOs even after getting the final nod from market
regulator Sebi. As the US-Iran war rages on without
no solution to the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz,
the only hope of the [PO market reviving somewhat
is pinned on a few mega IPOs such as NSE, Jio
Platforms and Zepto. This might happen only in the
second half of the year.

Amount collected in 2026 so far

According to published data, about Rs 56,322 crore
has been raised through IPOs this year. In the same
period in 2025, as much as Rs 82,678 crore was
mobilised from the market. The amount mopped up
this year appears optimistic only when compared
with that in 2023, when only Rs 12,281 crore was
raised during the same period. Significantly, 2023
was year when the primary market faced obstacles in
the form of too high corporate valuations and weak
stock performance after listing which injected
circumspection among investors.

World stares at 2008 like
recession, crude oil prices
may reach $200 if Hormuz
remains closed: Reports

New Delhi.(Agency)

With US-Iran war tension shows no signs of abating,
the global energy market remains in throes
indicating a downturn in massive world economies.

The shock US attack on Iran on February 28 is about to
complete three months on May 28 and with this the
Strait Of Hormuz, the global chokepoint from where
one-fifth of the global energy passes, is also
shut.Meanwhile, a report from the global research
firm, Wood Mackenzie, has warned of dire

economic consequences if the Strait of Hormuz

remains shut for longer period.
Crude price may reach $200 per barrel
The prices of crude oil may reach as high as $200 if

blockade remains in place, a report in Economic
Times said citing Wood Mackenzie report.

Since the US-Israel attack on Iran, the global energy
market is on the edge with growing fears of inflation
prompted by high crude oil price.

The prices of Brent crude reached it peak of $120 per
barrel since the attack. Before the war, prices
hovered around $72.

Global supply chain at risk

As per the Wood Mackenzie report, the war in West
Asia and the subsequent closure of Hormuz has
drastically disrupted the global supply chain and is
likely to hit the economies hard.The report also
maintained that 20 percent of the world’s LNG
supply, which amounts to 80 million tonnes per
annum has also been affected by Hormuz closure.
Rapidan Energy group predicts 2008 like recession
In yet concerning report, the Rapidan Energy Group
has predicted 2008 like global recession if the
Hormuz remains affected by the US-Iran war.

The energy research group also assesses that if the oil
shock continues beyond July, then there is a
possibility of drop in oil demand to balance the
demand for August and September.

Flls remain net seller this week,
domestic investors provide cushion

In the month of May, Flls have
sold a cumulative Rs 32,230
crore, while DIls have bought Rs

56,870 crore, based on
provisional exchange data.

New Delhi,.(Agency)
Foreign institutional investors (FIIs)
remained net sellers this week, offloading
Rs 7,570 crore based on provisional
exchange data as domestic institutional
investors (DIIs) were net buyers,
purchasing Rs 16,950 crore, providing
enough cushion. In the month of May,
FlIIs have sold a cumulative Rs 32,230
crore, while DIIs have bought Rs 56,870
crore, based on provisional exchange
data.“However, they turned net seller in
the remaining four sessions of the week

with outflow of Rs 10,380 crore. DIIs
remained net buyer in all the five-trading
session during last week with net inflow
of Rs 16,950 crore,” said Pabitro
Mukherjee, Associate Vice President-
Research, Bajaj Broking.Benchmark
indices traded choppy with high volatility
swinging between gains and losses as
investors navigated heightened market
uncertainty and mixed cues across

sectors.Nifty during last week traded in
the broad range of 23,300-23,850, with
the index testing the upper and lower
band on multiple occasion and finally
close the week at 23,719 levels, up by 0.3
per cent.

According to analysts, the currency
backdrop continues to remain a structural
concern. Despite resilience in global
equities, the Indian rupee continues to

trade near weak levels against the US
dollar.Persistent currency weakness not
only heightens imported inflation risks
but also keeps foreign institutional
investors cautious towards emerging
markets such as India.

“As a result, broader market stability
continues to rely significantly on
domestic institutional inflows absorbing
periods of FII-led selling pressure,” they
said.Investor sentiment remained
cautious due to persistent geo-political
tensions, which continued to keep crude
oil prices elevated.Meanwhile, a sharp
rise in bond yields, driven by concerns
over rising inflation and the possibility of
prolonged higher interest rates, kept
investors on edge.Overall, global
uncertainty and macroeconomic
headwinds led to cautious trading activity
across the markets. Looking ahead,
institutional flows are likely to remain
sensitive to developments around
US-Iran tensions, oil-price movement,
said analysts.

Petrol price raised by 87 paise, diesel
by 91 paise; third hike in 10 days

New Delhi.(Agency)

Petrol and diesel prices were hiked again
across India on Saturday, with petrol
increasing by Rs 0.87 per litre and
diesel by Rs 0.91 per litre. This marks
the third upward revision in retail fuel
rates this month by the state-owned oil
companies amid sustained pressure
from rising global crude oil prices and
geopolitical tensions in West Asia.

In Delhi, as per a PTI report, petrol prices
were raised by 87 paise per litre,
increasing from Rs 98.64 to Rs 99.51,
while diesel prices went up by 91 paise
fromRs 91.58 to Rs 92.49 per litre.

The hike comes a day after the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas had
assured that, despite rumours, India has
adequate petrol and diesel supplies.

"India has adequate availability of petrol
and diesel supplies across the country
continue to remain stable. Citizens are
advised to avoid panic buying and
purchase fuel only as per actual
requirement. Temporary pressure at
some retail outlets is being addressed
through continuous supply monitoring
and coordinated distribution efforts by
Oil Marketing Companies," read a
tweet by the ministry.It also further

added that responsible consumption
and public cooperation will help ensure
smooth fuel availability for everyone
during the ongoing high-demand
period.On May 16, India saw a

significant rise in its fuel prices after the
state-run oil companies revised them,
raising petrol and diesel rates by around
Rs 3 per litre in several cities.Following
this, prices again saw a 90 paise
increase in all metros on May 19. With
the latest increase, fuel prices have risen
by nearly Rs 5 per litre over the
period.The fresh hike is likely to put
additional pressure on commuters,
transporters and businesses across
multiple sectors. Experts have warned
that repeated increases in petrol and

diesel prices may lead to higher
transportation and logistics costs,
which could eventually push up the
prices of essential goods and food
items.Government officials, however,
maintained that the revisions are
essential to offset rising import
costs and ensure stability in fuel
supplies amid ongoing
geopolitical tensions and
uncertainty in international energy
markets.India relies on imports for
nearly 85 per cent of its crude oil
requirements, making domestic
fuel prices vulnerable to
fluctuations in global markets.

Growing concerns over possible

disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz, one of the world’s most
crucial oil transit routes, have further
intensified fears of supply
shortages.Meanwhile, CNG and PNG
prices have also been revised upward in
several cities in recent days, adding to
concerns over inflation and increasing
household expenses.

Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) prices in
Delhi have been increased by Re 1 per
kilogram, adding to the burden on
commuters and commercial vehicle
operators amid rising fuel costs.

Govt urges people to use electricity judiciously as
heatwave pushes power demand to record high

New Delhi,.(Agency)

Amid growing demand for electricity due
to heatwaves in the country, power
ministry on Friday urged citizens to use
electricity judiciously. The ministry,
however, said though there is no
shortage of electricity, it should be used
wisely.In the last four days, electricity
demand has broken all previous records
due to the searing heat across the
country, which has led to increased use
of cooling devices by people. In fact,
the peak power demand has even
crossed the estimated 270.82 GW, the
highest so far, surpassing the ministry’s
projection of peak power demand in the
country.Over the past four days, power
demand has continued to rise. For
instance, the peak power demand met
on May 18 was 257.37 GW, on May 19
itwas 260.45 GW, on May 20 it reached
265.44 GW, and on May 21 it hit the

highest level 0f270.82 GW.

“The peak daytime demand usually
occurs between 2 PM and 4 PM.
Although we are prepared to supply
electricity as required, due to the

intense summer, let us all try to use
electricity wisely and judiciously,” said
the Power Ministry in a social media
post on X.The spike in electricity
consumption comes amid severe

heatwave conditions across northwest
and central India. According to the
India Meteorological Department,
temperatures in several regions are
nearing the 45-degree Celsius mark.
Last summer, India recorded a peak
power demand of 242.77 GW in
June 2025, although it remained
below the government’s projected
estimate of 277 GW.In May 2024,
the country’s peak power demand
had touched 250 GW, surpassing the
previous record high of 243.27 GW
recorded in September
2023.According to the ministry, the
peak demand was met through a
diversified energy mix comprising
59 GW from solar power, 14 GW from
wind energy, 15 GW from hydro
power, 169 GW from thermal power,
2.386 GW from gas-based generation,
and 7.20 GW from nuclear power.

Gross FDI inflows in
FY26 at $95 bn; net
FDI rises t0 $7.7 hn

New Delhi.(Agency)

In a major relief for the government, which has
faced criticism over the outflow of capital, gross
FDI inflows increased 18% to $94.5 billion
during FY26 from $80.6 billion a year ago.
Similarly, net FDI inflows rose to $7.7 billion
from $1 billion during the same period, according
to the May edition of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) monthly bulletin.According to the RBI,
gross FDI inflows have been encouraging. “This
will remain robust with the recent spree of
greenfield FDI announcements, especially in the
finance and tech sectors,” the central bank said in
its bulletin.Net foreign direct investment (FDI) in
March remained positive for the second
consecutive month. According to the RBI
Bulletin for May, net FDI during the month stood
at $1.6 billion against $4.6 billion in February.
During March, the country received gross FDI
inflows of $6.2 billion.Outward FDI declined in
March, with more than half of the flows directed
towards Singapore, the UAE and th Netherlands.

Rishi Shah said the FDI recovery is real but should
not be over-read. He pointed out that close to $87
billion left India as repatriation, disinvestment

and outward FDI, which, according to him,
reflects Indian corporates maturing
internationally rather than being a vote against
India, “but a line that deserves far sharper
disaggregation than it has received”.

However, the RBI said that with the recent
correction in financial asset valuations, it expects
repatriations to moderate, improving the net
capital account position going forward.

Meanwhile, the central bank said in its blletin that
global economic conditions remained fragile,
shaped by heightened geopolitical tensions,
elevated energy costs and persistent uncertainty
surrounding the growth and inflation outlook.

“The near-term outlook is somewhat clouded by
supply-side pressures. Although headline
inflation remains firmly within the tolerance
band, the pass-through to domestic prices needs
to be monitored. Financial conditions, crude oil
prices and capital flows continue to pose
challenges to the external sector outlook,” the
RBI said in its monthly report.

Kevin Warsh sworn-in as Federal Reserve chair,
Trump wants him to be 'independent’

Speaking at the White House
East Room ceremony on Friday,
Trump called Warsh "one of
the truly great chairmen of the
Federal Reserve that we've ever

New Delhi.(Agency)

President Donald Trump swore in Kevin

Warsh as Chairman of the Federal Reserve
Board and said he would restore
confidence in the US' Central bank.
Speaking at the White House East Room
ceremony on Friday, Trump called Warsh
"one of the truly great chairmen of the
Federal Reserve that we've ever had".He's
respected by everybody, and that's so
important in that position," the US
President said.Warsh took the oath of
office from Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas before an audience that

included House Speaker Mike Johnson,
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent,
Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick
and former Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice. Trump said he wanted
Warsh to operate
independently.

"l want Kevin to be totally
independent," he added."Don't
look at me, don't look at
anybody, just do your own
thing and do a great job."The
US President criticised the
Federal Reserve's recent
direction.

He said the institution had
become distracted by "climate
policy and Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion (DEI)
initiatives" instead of focusing on
inflation and employment. Trump also
praised Warsh for supporting reforms at
the central bank."He'll bring much
needed reform and modernisation,"
Trump said, referring to data collection,
economic modelling and the Fed's
communication practices.

Warsh said the Federal Reserve must remain

mistakes," Warsh said.Trump used the

focused on price stability and maximum
employment."Our mandate at the Fed is to
promote price stability and maximum
employment," he added."When we pursue

those aims with wisdom and clarity,
independence and resolve, inflation can
be lower, growth stronger, real take-home
pay higher, and America can be more
prosperous."

He pledged to lead what he called a "reform-

oriented Federal Reserve".

"I will lead a reform-oriented Federal

Reserve learning from past successes and

event to promote his administration's

economic record.He said the stock market

had hit new highs during trading on

Thursday.

"Stock market's up 600 points,"
Trump said.

"That means they like
you."President Trump also said
the United States had attracted
"$18 trillion being invested in the
US" during the first 11 months of
his administration.He credited
tariffs and deregulation for
driving manufacturing and
technology investment."We're
building factories, car plants,
everything, Al, everything all
over the country," Trump

said."Nobody's ever seen anything like

it."Warsh previously served as a Federal

Reserve Governor during the 2008

financial crisis.Trump said he studied

under economist Milton Friedman and
was mentored by former Treasury

Secretary and Secretary of State George

Shultz
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More than 20 heatstroke cases reach
hospltls as capltal simmers at 43°C

New Delhi.(Agency)

As temperatures continued to soarunder |
an orange alert, the capital witnesseda [
worrying rise in heat-related illnesses,
with at least 15 to 25 cases reported
across city hospitals on Friday, doctors
said.

A day after two heatstroke patients were
admitted, medical professionals noted
that cases are now emerging from
different parts of the capital, signalling |\
the early impact of the ongoing . |
heatwave. ‘

Dr Sanjay Sood, senior medical officer
at Vardhman Mahavir Medical
College and Safdarjung Hospital, said,
“Heat wave cases have started
reaching hospitals... around 15 to 25
cases have already started coming

1n."He added that the confirmed cases
of heatstroke, one of the most severe

forms of heat-related illness, have
already been reported,

raising

concerns among the healthcare
providers. The gravity of the situation
1s evident at RML Hospital, where two
patients admitted on May 21 highlight
the dangers of prolonged exposure to
extreme heat.

Dr Ajay Chauhan, director and

professor of medicine at RML,
detailed their condition.

“A 24-year-old man, arrived
unconscious with a body temperature
of 105°F and remains cntical on
ventilator support despite immediate
cooling treatment,” he said. “Another
patient, brought in later, responded
well andis now stable,” he added.

Doctors wamed that heatstroke can

escalate rapidly and may prove fatal if
not treated promptly. With

neighbouring regions such as Noida
and Ghaziabad already under red alert,
indicating severe conditions, health
experts caution that number of cases
couldrise sharply in the coming days.

Heatwave till May 28: IMD
IMD retained its alert for heatwave

conditions in the capital till May 28.
Safdarjung, the city’s base weather
station, recorded a maximum of 43.3
degrees Celsius on Friday. Delhi
government and the IMD have been
urging the residents to take
precautions, including staying
hydrated, avoiding direct sun
exposure during peak hours, and
seeking immediate medical attention
if symptoms of heat exhaustion or
heatstroke appear.

Delhi HC issues notices to AAP

leader Gopal Rai, journalist Saurav
Das in judge contempt case

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Delhi High Court on Friday appointed senior
advocate Rajdipa Behura as amicus curiae for
assistance in contempt proceedings initiated against
AAP leaders Arvind Kejriwal, Manish Sisodia and
others.Behura previously served as the Delhi
government’s additional standing counsel and the
CBI's special public prosecutor. She was designated a
*senior advocate’ in 2024,

The bench—comprising Justices Navin Chawla and

Ravinder Dudeja—also issued notices to AAP leader
Gopal Rai and journalist Saurav Das on a plea secking
contempt proceedings against them over an alleged
“prchestrated social media campaign” against Justice
Swarana Kanta Sharma.

The bench had earlier issued notice to Kejriwal and
others on a contempt case initiated suo motu by Justice
Sharma. The court has listed the matter for hearing on
August 4.

The petition, which has been filed by advocate Ashok
Chaitanya, alleges that Rai and Das had attempted to
exert “extra-judicial pressure” on Justice Sharma
through social media posts while Kejriwal’s recusal
plea in the excise policy case was pending.

Viral 'Donald Trump' buffalo to

be slaughtered on Eid-al-Adha
in Bangladesh

New Delhi.(Agency)

An albino buffalo that went viral for its resemblance
to United States President Donald Trump is set to
be sacrificed in Bangladesh during Eid al-Adha
after drawing huge crowds and becoming a social
media attraction ahead of the festival. The nearly
700-kg buffalo, raised at a farm in Narayanganj
near Dhalka, earned the nickname "Donald Trump"
because of the blond tuft of hair falling across its
forehead, which many compared to the US
President’s signature hairstyle.

Farm owner Ziauddin Mridha said the animal had
already been sold to a customer for sacrifice during
Eid al-Adha, one of the most significant Islamic
festivals marked by the ritual sacrifice of livestock.

"I am going to miss Donald Trump, but that is the
core spirit of Eid al-Adha -- making a sacrifice,”
Mridha told news agency AFP.The four-year-old
albino buffalo became an internet sensation over
the past few weeks, with visitors arriving daily to
take selfies and videos with the unusually coloured
animal. Many travelled from distant districts to see
the buffalo, while children crowded outside the
farm gates hoping for a glimpse.

Mridha said his younger brother came up with the
nickname after noticing the buffalo’s flowing
blond hair. He described the animal as gentle and
calm by nature, adding that albino buffaloes are
generally non-aggressive unless provoked.

The buffalo required special care, including four
baths a day and multiple meals to maintain its
health before Eid, according to the owner.
However, he said the constant crowds and attention
had also caused stress to the animal, leading to
weight loss andrestrictions on public viewing.

Livestock officials said albino buffaloes are
extremely rare in Bangladesh because of a lack of
melanin, giving them their pale skin, pinkish nose
and light-coloured hair.

, In a 95-page order, Special

Delhi court raps police over 'concocted’ investigation
while granting relief to 12 accused in 2007 'rioting' case

New Delhi.(Agency)

ADelhi court on Friday discharged 12
surviving accused in the 2007 Jamia
Nagar mnoting case, rapping the
prosecution for “concocted
investigation” having
“stock involvement of
police witnesses” for
identification, while
terming several arrests as
“contrived.”

Judge Vishal Gogne, who
also ordered framing of
charges against 13
accused, further slammed
Delhi Police for serious
lapses, particularly the
failure to conduct a test
identification parade, which he
termed a “requirement of essence
and not just prudence”.

According to the prosecution, on
September 22, 2007, a riotous mob

Transport Union strike affects
supply chains, daily commute

New Delhi.(Agency)

A three-day transport strike called by
over 68 transport unions under the All
India Motor Transport Congress
(AIMTC) severely disrupted
transportation and supply chains _
across Delhi-NCR as it entered its
second day on Friday. :

The protest, involving trucks, taxis,
autos, and other commercial |
vehicles, was launched against the
Delhi government’s hike in the
Environmental Compensation
(Green) Cess and the growing [
operational burden caused by the [
rising fuel prices. 8

The strike affected the movement of ¥
goods and commuters across the
capital, with disruptions visible at
major transport hubs and wholesale
markets. Among the worst-hit areas
was Sanjay Gandhi Transport Nagar.
Normally, around 4,000 to 3,000

of around 1,500 people attacked the
Jamia Nagar police post personnel.
It said the local police had taken
steps to remove a market which was
allegedly creating a hindrance to

peaple going for offering Namaz
during the month of Ramzan.

The prosecution claimed that 12 local
leaders instigated the mob to kill the
policeman and burn down the police
station, following which the post
was set ablaze, several vehicles

trucks operate daily from this area,

but during the strike, several loaded “Trucks are unable to reach the mandi

trucks remained parked along roads
as drivers waited for transport
operations to resume. The impact also

extended to Azadpur Mandi, Asia’s
largest fruit and vegetable wholesale
market. Traders reported delays inthe
arrival of essential goods due to the
blockade. According to vendors, the

were torched, a service pistol, 10
live cartridges, valuables and a

Pay Rs 4 lakh, pass SSC: Gang
running exam scam busted in

UP 7 arrested

According to the UP STF, the gang was manipulating online

wireless set were looted, and
multiple police officials were

examinations conducted for recruitment to the CAPF, SSF
Constable GD, and Assam Rifles Rifleman Examination-2026.

injured, of whom five suffered
grievous injuries.

The judge rapped the
prosecution while discharging
the accused persons.

He said, “In the present
investigation, it does weigh
with the court that not only did
the police officials avoid
conducting a test identification
parade (TIP) of the 11 persons
who were arrested at the
identification of at least two
palice persons each; the

investigating officer (I0Q) even
failed to consider the possibility of
seeking arrest upon identification
by one police witness while
enabling TIP through the second
police witness.”

————————————— R ce—

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Uttar Pradesh Special Task Force (STF)
has busted amajor racket allegedly involved
in rigging Staff Selection Commission
{SSC) examinations by guaranteeing
candidates a pass in exchange for nearly Rs
4 lakh per candidate.
including the alleged mastermind of the
operation, were arrested during a raid at an
examination centre in Greater Noida, where
officials recovered around Rs 50 lakh in
cash, laptops, mobile phones, and several
documents linked to the examinations.

According to the STEF,
manipulating online examinations
conducted for recruitment to the Central
Armed Police Fores (CAPF), Secretariat

Seven accused,

the gang was

Security Force (SSF) Constable GD, and

supply has been disrupted heavily.

because of the strike. Even the supply
of available stock is getting affected
since smaller goods vehicles are not

Assam Rifles Rifleman Examination-2026.

The accused allegedly used sophisticated
technical methods to bypass the
examination system and provide candidates
with answers in real time during the test.

The arrests were made after the STF received
intelligence inputs about organised cheating
i SSC online examinations.A covert
investigation led officials to "Balaji Digital
Zone," an examination centre located in the
Knowledge Park area of Greater Noida.

operating normally. This is the The STF conducted a raid on May 22 and

reason some vegetable prices are
overpriced,” one of the vendors
said. Meanwhile, a distributor
affected by the strike said the
disruption has created serious
challenges in maintaining supply
timelines and fulfilling customer
| commitments.

“The ongoing transport strike has
created major disruptions in our
day-to-day operations.
Deliveries are getting delayed,
dispatch schedules have been
affected, and several orders are
pending. This is impacting business
operations and causing financial
strain,” the distributor said.

apprehended seven accused identified as
Pradeep Chauhan, Arun Kumar, Sandeep
Bhati, Nishant Raghav, Amit Rana, Shakir
Malik, and Vivek Kumar.

Investigators said the accused did not directly
hack the SSC examination system.Instead,
they allegedly installed a proxy server by
bypassing the company’s server at the
examination centre.
sharing viewer application, question papers
were reportedly transmitted to solvers
stationed outside the centre.These solvers
would then remotely solve the questions and
relay correct answers to candidates
appearing for the examination.

Through a screen-

Delhi records peak power demand at
8,231 MW; a three-time jump from 2021

New Delhi.(Agency)

On May 21 this year, Delhi recorded a
peak power demand of 8,231 MW, its
highest ever for the date, marking a
drastic rise from just 2,783 MW on May
21, 2021, according to official data. In
six years, the city’s electricity demand
on the corresponding day has nearly
tripled, underlining the sharp heat-
driven power consumption.According
to the official data of the Ministry of
Power, the power demand never touched
the 8,000 mark in the month of May in
the past six years.

The data shows a steady climb each year,
from around 7,726 MW in 2024 and
7,748 MW in 2025 to over 8,200 MW in
2026. The rise has been sharp and
relentless. While 2023 and 2024 saw
demand largely hover between 4,000
and 6,500 MW, 2025 pushed the ceiling
further to over 7,700 MW. This year,

however, has broken all previous
records within weeks, with demand

crossing 8,000 MW almost daily.
An official from the BSES said,
surge is being driven by
intensifying heatwaves, with longer
and hotter days and 1ncreasmgly
warmer nights forcing residents to
depend heavily on air-conditioners,
coolers and fans. What was once a

“The
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peak seen occasionally in late June [~

s now becoming routine as early as
mid-May.”

Between May 1 and May 21, Delhi’s
peak power demand in 2026 was
higher than the corresponding day
of 2025 on 16 out of 21 days,

\-__‘

demand also touched an all-time high of
270.82 gigawatts (GW) on May 21, the
Ministry of Power on Friday stated that
electricity consumption has broken

N gt

are prepared to supply electricity as

required, due to the intense summer, let

us all try to use electricity wisely and

Judiciously.”

Even when the demand is expected to
go up further in the coming days,
the BSES officials stated that they
are fully geared up to ensure
reliable power supply to more than
53 lakh consumers and nearly 2.25
crore residents across the city. The
power demand in the city is
expected to witness further rise this

| summer.

- Addltlonally, around 2,670 MW of

green power will play akey role in

ensuring reliable electricity supply

around 76 per cent of the days.

previous records for four consecutive

Compared to 2024, Delhi’s peak days due to intense summer conditions.
demand in 2026 was h1gher on 14 out of Inapost on X, the ministry has urged the

21 days, around 67 per cent of the days.
As the country’s daytime peak power

citizens to use the electricity wisely. The
ministry said in the post, “Although we

during the summer months in BSES
areas, said officials. On the other hand,
Tata Power-DDL also supplied the
season’s peak demand of 2220 MW to
date seamlessly across its network.
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Eight dead, dozens trapped

Trump 'seriously considering fresh
in China coal mine blast o o .
-« strikes on Iran amid faltering truce talks

4 % | Trump met his senior national security team on Friday to discuss the [ran war as Paldstan Army chief Asim Munir and a Qatari delegation arrived in Tehran
3 for last-ditch talks aimed at securing a deal.

BELJING. (Agency)

At least eight people have died and dozens are trapped
underground after a gas explosion at a coal mine in
northern China, state media reported on
Saturday. The blast occurred at 7:29 pm (1129 GMT)
on Friday at the Liushenyu coal mine in Shanxi
provinee, accarding to state news agency Xinhua.

Atotal of 247 workers were underground at the time,
of whom 201 had been brought to the surface safely
as of 6:00 am on Saturday, Xinhua said. Eight people
have been confirmed dead, while 38 remain trapped
underground, the agency reported, citing local
emergency management authorities.

President Xi Jinping urged "all-out efforts” to treat the
injured and called for thorough investigations into
the incident, Xinhua said He "emphasised that all
regions and departments must draw lessons from
this accident, remain constantly vigilant regarding
workplace safety... and resolutely prevent and curb
the occurrence of major and catastrophic accidents".

Rescue efforfs were ongoing, Xinhua said.Xinhua
reported earlier that levels of carbon monoxide -- a
highly toxic, odourless gas -- had "exceeded limits"
at the mine.Some of those trapped underground
were in "crifical condition", the earlier report said.

Shanxi, one of China's poorer provinces, is the
country's coal-mining capital. Mine safety in the
counfry has improved in recent decades, but
accidents still occur frequently in an industry where
safety protocols are often lax.China is the wortld's
top consumer of coal and the largest greenhouse gas
emitter, despite installing renewable energy
capacity at record speed.

Israeli airstrikes on
southern Lebanon kill 10,
including paramedics and o

child
BEIRUT.(Agency}

Israeli airstrikes on southern Lebanon Friday killed 10
people, including six paramedics and a Syrian girl,
Lebanon's Health Ministry said, the latest in near-
daily attacks from both sides that have not stopped
despite the fragile, US-brokered ceasefire in the
Israel-Hezbollah war. The first strike hit the village of
Hanouiyeh, killing four paramedics working for
Hezbollah's Islamic Health Association and
wounding two others including one paramedic, the
ministry said.

Another strike Friday morning on the village of Deir
Qanoun al Nahr in the coastal Tyre provincekilled six
people, including a Syrian child and two paramedics
from the Al-Risala Scouts Association, a paramedic
group affiliated with Hezbollah's ally, the Amal
movement, the ministry said. An additional six
people were injured, including three paramedics and
a Syrian woman.

The Health Ministry said the two attacks "violated”
international law.On Thursday, the World Health
Organisation reported 169 confirmed attacks on
healthcare workers and facilities in Lebanon,
resulting in 116 deaths, since the latest Israel-
Hezbollah war began.

The Israeli military said it struck several Hezbollah
infrastructure sites in the area of Hanouiyeh where
Hezbollah members were present.It said that it is
examining the claim that several uninvolved
individuals in the area, who were not the targets of the
strike, were harmed, adding that in the area of the
strike, steps were taken to evacuate the population.
Before the strikes, steps were taken to mitigate harm
to civilians, including the use of precise munitions
and aerial surveillance, according to the military.

WHO chief says Ebola is
spreading rapidly in Congo,
upgrades risk assessment

BUNIA.(Agency)
The World Health Organization chief said Friday that

the Ebola outbreak in Congo is spreading rapidly and
now poses a “very high” risk there, as a lack of
medical resources and anger among the population
hamper the response in a vulnerable and conflict-
ridden region. WHO Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said the risk of global spread
remains low, but that the UN. health agency was
revising upward ifs assessment of the risk within
Congo from its previous categorization of “high.”

The WHO chief noted that 82 cases have been
confirmed in Congo, with seven confirmed deaths,
though he said the outbreak is believed to be “much
larger.” He said there are now almost 750 suspected
cases and 177 suspected deaths.

Supplies were being rushed to Iuri province in the
northeastern corner of the country, where the illness
has been spreading for weeks in areas were many
peoplehavebeen displaced by armed conflict.

Frontline medical staff have struggled with a lack of
resources and, in some cases, pushback due to what
has been characterized as misinformation or
situations where medical policy has clashed with
local customs such as burial rites.

World.(Agency)

United States President Trump is
"seriously considering" launching fresh
military strikes against Iran if last-
minute diplomatic efforts fail to produce
a breakthrough, according to US
officials cited in a report by Axios.The
assessment came after Trump convened
a high-level meeting with his senior
national security team on Friday
moming to review the Iran conflict and
possiblenext steps.

The discussions reportedly included Vice
President JD Vance, Defense Secretary
Pete [egseth, CIA Director John Ratcliffe,
White House chief of staff Susie Wiles and
other top officials, with a focus on both the
state of negotiations and military
contingency planning.

Sources familiar with the talks said the
President was briefed on multiple

N
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scenarios, including options that would
come into play if ongoing negotiations
collapse. The White House later adjusted
his weekend schedule following the
meeting, signalling the sensitivity of the
situation.The diplomatic tracks are still
active but fragile. Pakistan's military chief,
Field Marshal Asim Munir, is currently in
Tehran in what officials describe as a last-
ditch mediation effort to narrow
differences between Washington and

Tehran. A Qatari delegation has also
arrived in the Iranian capital to support
ongoing negotiations.

Munir is expected to meet Gen. Ahmad

Vahidi of the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps, a key figuwre in Iran's
security establishment.Officials involved
in the process describe the talks as stalled
and slow-moving. Draft proposals are
being exchanged, but progress remains
limited and gaps on core issues persist.

A US official described the negotiations as

'agonising', saying documernts were "going
back and forth every day" without
significant movement.Iranian state-linked
outlets, meanwhile, have acknowledged
that the discussions continued but
maintained that no agreement is within
reach. The IRGC-affiliated Tasnim news
agency quoted a source saying talks over
disputed issues remain underway but have

produced no final outcome, with current
efforts focused narrowly on ending the
war.

Tehran is also reviewing a fresh US

proposal, transmitted earlier this week and
described by one source to Axios as a final
offer, which reportedly wamed that
rejection could trigger renewed military
action.Inside the Trump administration,
frustration appeared to have grown over
the pace of diplomacy. Two people
familiar with the President's thinking told
Axios thathis mood has shifted over recent
days from cautious patience fo growing
impatience with Iran's negotiating
stance.BEarlier in the week, Trump told
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu that he still wanted to give
diplomacy another chance. By Thursday
night, however, he was reportedly leaning
toward ordering a strike.

Indian-origin man sentenced in UK to
nearly 10 years over 8 million drugs plot

world.(Agency)

An Indian-origin man is among five
gang members jailed in the UK for a
total of 84 years for their involvement
in what the Mefropolitan Police
described as a large-scale drugs
conspiracy.Jagjit Singh, a 30-year-old
from Birmingham, was sentenced to
10 years and six months for his
role within a major organised
crime group responsible for
importing and supplying Class
Abanned drugs worth millions
of pounds into London.

Over the course of the
investigation, more than 300
kilograms of cocaine and more
than 60 kilograms of heroin,
with an estimated wholesale
value of almost 8 million
pounds in total were seized. The
gang members were sentenced
at Kingston Crown Court in south-
west London on Thursday to prison
terms ranging from 14 to 26 years
each.

Singh had previously pleaded guilty on
the first day of trial in October last
year."This case has cenfred on a
criminal venture planned on a gigantic

commercial scale which would have
likely caused violence and destruction
on our streets,” said Detective
Constable Leon Ure from the Met
Police's 8pecialist Crime unit, who led
the investigation.

"These offenders organised a significant

drug line into London and the

surrounding counties over a prolonged
period of time. If people wonder why
we are sorelentless in going after those
involved in drug supply, if's because
this criminality fuels violence and rips
families and communities apart," he
said. The sentencing this week follows
what the police force said was a

"complex" investigation into the
organised criminal network
responsible for importing and
distributing significant quantities of
cocaine and heroin across the UK.

"We are very grateful to our partners for
their assistance. Our coordinated
response has resulted in the disruption
of a major threat to public safety
and has taken this group of
criminals off our streets,” added
Detective Constable Ure.The
gang used a sophisticated
method involving legitimate
haulage routes and so-called
"ghost warehouses”" to move
drugs from mainland Europe
into the country.

Lorries arriving at UK ports would
divert from their legitimate
delivery routes to covert storage
sites where drugs were secretly

offloaded before the lorries contimued

fo their intended destinations.Drugs
that were found hidden at the
warehouses would be removed,
repackaged and distributed onward.

Men flew in from Poland specifically

to assist with unloading and onward

supply, often usinghired.

Want Green Card? US says leave country
first, re-enter with immigrant visa

world.(Agency}

In a move likely to hit thousands of
Indians waiting for US permanent
residency, the Trump
administration on Friday
announced that migrants
seeking Green Cards will have
to leave America and apply
from their home countries
mstead of staying in the US
during the process.

Under new guidance issued by
US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS),
migrants seeking adjustment of
status fora Green Card willnow
generally have to apply from
their home countries instead of
remaining inside the US during the
process.

v

A Green Card is an official identification

card that gives foreign nationals
permanent residency rights in the US.

A Green Card holder can live
anywhere in the US, work for most
employers, study in the US, travel in
and out of the country (subject to rules)

and eventually apply for US
citizenship if eligible.

From now on, an alien who is in the US
temporarily and wants a Green
Card must refurn to their home
country to apply, except in
extraordinary circumstances,”
USCIS spokesman Zach Kahler
said.

The move could significantly
impact international students,
H-1B workers and tourists
currently residing in the US who

had hoped to (ransition to

- permanent residency without

leaving the country. “We're

returning to the original intent of
the law to ensure aliens navigate our
nation’s immigration system
properly,” Kahler said.

Tulsi Gabbard resigns as

director of national intelligence,

citing her hushand's health

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

Tulsi Gabbard resigned as President Donald Trump's

director of national intelligence on Friday, saying
she needed to step away as her husband battles
cancer. She is the fourth Cabinet official to depart
during Trump’s second term.

“Unfortunately, I must submit my resignation,

effective June 30, 2026,” Gabbard wrote in her
resignation letter, which she posted on X. “My
husband, Abraham, has recently been diagnosed
with an extremely rare form of bone cancer.”There
had been rumblings that Gabbard would split with
Teump after the president's decision to strike Tran,
which caused some division within his
administration. Joe Kent, the director ofthe National
Counterterrorism Center, announced hig resignation
i March, saying he “cannot in good conscience”
back the war.

Gabbard, a veteran and former Democratic

congresswoman from Hawaii, built her political
name on her opposition to foreign wars. This put her
in an awkward position when the U.S. joined Israel
in launching attacks on Iran on Feb. 28.

During a congressional hearing in March, her

measured comments were notable for their careful
non-endorsement of Trump’s decision to strike Iran.
She repeatedly dodged questions about whether the
White House had been warned of potential fallout
from the conflict, including Iran’s effective closure
of the Strait of Hormuz.Gabbard said in written
remarks to the Senate Intelligence Committee that
there had been no effort by Iran to rebuild its nuclear
capability after U.S. aftacks last year “obliterated”
its nuclear program. That statement contradicted
Trump, who has repeatedly asserted that the war was
necessary to head off an imminent threat from the
Islamic Republic.

This created several awkward exchanges with

lawmakers who asked Gabbard for her opinion on
the threat posed by Iran as the nation’s top
intelligence official. She repeatedly said it was
Trump’s decision to strike, nothers.

“It is not the intelligence community’s responsibility

to determine what is and is not an imminent threat,”
she said.Gabbard’s departure follows Trump having
ousted Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem in
late Mareh, in the midst of mounting criticism over
her leadership of the department -- including the
handling of the administration’s immigration
crackdown and disaster response.The second
Cabinet member to leave was Attorney General Pam
Bondi, in response to growing frustration over the
Justice Department’s handling of files related to
Jeffrey Epstein. And Labor Secretary Lori Chavez-
DeRemer resigned in April, after being the target of
various misconduct investigations.

We're not there yet: Rubio says more work
needed as Iran cites deep differences

Pakistan Army chief Asim Munir

O

arrived in Tehran as Pakistan and
(atar stepped up mediation with
Iran and the United States. The
renewed push comes amid
unresolved disputes over uranium
and the Strait of Hormuz, with
markets remaining on edge.

World.(Agency)

Pakistan Army chief Field Marshal Asim
Munir arrived in Tehran on Friday as
diplomatic efforts to end the Iran conflict
intensified, while US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio cautioned that negotiations
were still far from a breakthrough despite
some progress in talks with Tehran.“We're
not there yet,” Rubio told reporters after a

Nato ministers’ meeting in Sweden,

matterfold Reuters.

underscoring the uncertainty hanging over The renewed diplomacy comes six weeks

the latest diplomatic push mvolving
Pakistan, Qatar and the United States.

Iran, however, signalled that
major hurdles remain, with
foreign minisiry spokesman
Esmaeil Baghaei describing
differences with Washington as
deep and significant.

PAKISTAN, QATAR STEP UP
MEDIATION

Munir’s visit came as Pakistan
expanded its mediation role
between Tehran and
Washington. Earlier in the day,
Palcistani Interior Minister Syed
Mohsin Nagvi held another
round of talks in Tehran with
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araqchi, according to Iran’s semi-official
Tasnim news agency.At the same time,
Qatar dispatched a negotiating team to the
Iranian capital in coordination with the
United States, a source familiar with the

into a fragile ceasefire after months of

conflict invelving Iran, the United States

and Israel.

RUBIO WARNS OF UNRESOLVED

ISSUES

Rubio acknowledged that negotiators had

narrowed some gaps but stressed that
critical disagreements remained

unresolved.“There’s been some progress. [

wouldn’t exaggerate it. | wouldn’t diminish

it,” Rubio told reporters. "There's more
wark to be done. We're not there yet. I hope
we getthere”

Among the key sticking points are
Iran’s stockpile of highly enriched
uranium and Tehran’s control over
the Strait of Hormuz, through which
roughly a fifth of the world’s oil and
liquefied natural gas supplies pass.

Rubio reiterated Washington’s
opposition to Iran’s proposed
tolling system for ships using the
strait, calling the idea
“unacceptable”. “We're dealing
with a very difficult group of
people, and if it doesn’t change,
then the president’s been clear he
has other options,” he added.He

also said the US had not asked Nato for
military assistance in the Strait of Hormuz,
though contingency planning remained
necessary if Iran refused to reopen the
waterway fully.
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Sabalenka cuts short media
duties in protest against
French Open prize money

CHENNAL (Agency)

World number one Aryna Sabalenka cut short
her French Open media duties on Friday as
part of a coordinated protest by leading
players over Grand Slam prize money
distribution. The Belarusian was among
several top stars who adhered to a self-
imposed 15-minute limit on press obligations
ahead of the tournament in Paris.

The protest reflects growing dissatisfaction
among players, who believe the four Grand
Slam tournaments should allocate a larger
share of their overall revenue toward prize
money, benefits, and player representation in
key decision-making areas.Sabalenka, one of
the most vocal figures in the ongoing
discussions, limited her media interaction to
a brief five-minute interview with the host
broadcaster followed by a 10-minute press
conference with print reporters.“I'm here to
talk to you because I have respect for you
guys,” Sabalenka said. “We just wanted to
make our point and we are united, 15 minutes
is better than zero.”

The symbolic 15-minute cap was designed to

highlight the fact that the French Open
currently allocates roughly 15% of its
revenue toward prize money. The strategy
was reportedly communicated to most of the
top 200 singles players, although
participation in the protest remained
voluntary.“As I said a thousand times today, I
have huge respect, but we know what's
happening here, so thank you so much,” she
added before ending the English-language
portion of her media session to accommodate
reporters from Belarus.Several high-profile
names, including men’s world number one
Jannik Sinner and four-time French Open
champion Iga Swiatek, also followed the
“work-to-rule” directive during Friday’s
media day.

GROWING PUSHFOR REVENUE SHARE

The coordinated action marks another
escalation in the wider conversation around
revenue sharing in professional tennis.
Leading players on both the ATP and WTA
tours have increasingly argued that Grand
Slam events generate enormous commercial
income while players receive a
comparatively limited share of the profits.

ISL clubs urge 'no binding
decision' on commercial

partner at AIFF SGM

5

e «” wandian-%

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

The Indian Super League (ISL) clubs have
urged the All India Football Federation
(AIFF) and its General Body members
against taking a decision on the long-term
commercial rights model when it convenes
in Kolkata today for the Special General
Meeting (SGM).

In a late-night email to AIFF president Kalyan
Chaubey and Deputy Secretary General M
Satyanarayan, FC Goa CEO Ravi Puskur --
and rest of the ISL clubs -- reiterated their
concerns regarding the proposed
commercial structure while "requesting for a
collaborative engagement."

On Friday, ISL clubs had two virtual meetings
with senior AIFF officials over the way
forward but no solution was found. The two
parties are warring over the commercial
rights partner. AIFF are in favour of UK-
based Genius Sports -- who have bid for the
commercial rights -- over a 15-20 year
period. The teams, however, have proposed
a club-led model with Genius Sports' scope
limited to data and technology partner.

In a 13-point email, Puskur and clubs
requested that "no binding decision be taken
at the Special General Meeting scheduled
for tomorrow [May 23]. The Clubs remain
willing and available to continue engaging
constructively with the AIFF and Genius
Sports to arrive at a collaborative and
financially sustainable framework that
protects the interests of all stakeholders and,
most importantly, secures the future of
Indian football."The clubs once again said
they had not been provided detailed
financial projections, revenue assumptions
or long-term modelling over the Genius
Sports-led model. The UK-based company
has bid Rs 64.4 crore annually with 5%
increase for the rights of the ISL and the
Federation Cup.East Bengal, Mohun Bagan
share spoils in dramatic 1-1 ISL Kolkata
DerbyThey argued that while AIFF and
Genius Sports appear financially protected
under the structure, clubs — who bear the
operational costs of running professional
football through player salaries.

Carrick at the wheel: Another false dawn like
Solksjaer, or a new era for Man United?

«Michael Carrick is finally going to

be given a fair crack at

Manchester United as he has been

made the new full-time head

coach. Can Carrick continue his
fine start and prove that it isn't
another false dawn at the club?

New Delhi. (Agency)

And so it begins. A new era at Manchester

United. Or perhaps, more fittingly, the
continuation of one, as Michael Carrick
becomes the new head coach, not manager,
ofthe 13-time Premier League champions.

When United decided to part ways with Ruben

Amorim, it felt as though the club was
bracing for yet another implosion. It is never
a good sign when a tactician publicly
questions the board before walking away,

and Amorim’s departure left a dark cloud
hanging heavily over Old Trafford.Darren
Fletcher’s brief spell in charge did little to
lift the gloom as United crashed out of the
FA Cup, leaving them with just 39 matches
across the season.For a club of United’s
stature, that was an almost unimaginable
reality. Yet, for many fans, it had become
an all-too-familiar story over the years.
Then came Carrick. Quiet, composed,
understated, much like the midfielder he
was during his playing days. Never flashy,
never desperate for the spotlight, justaman
who understood balance, control and
responsibility. From the moment he arrived
at United in July 2006, Carrick was rarely the
headline act. He simply did his job, slipped
under the radar, and prepared for the next
battle.Perhaps that is why Cristiano Ronaldo
once wrote a heartfelt message for him
during his first spell as United’s caretaker
boss after Ole Gunnar Solskjaer was
sacked.The task back then was
straightforward, to steer United away from
disaster in a season that looked destined to
sink without resistance. Then came the tests:

Manchester City, Arsenal, Chelsea and
Liverpool. This was part of 11 wins in his 16

games.

All beaten. Some emphatically.

And now comes the real question: can Carrick
build something lasting? At a club like
United, success is never judged in moments.
Itis measured in trophies.

BRINGING BACK EXCITING FOOTBALL

“You want to win games, it goes without
saying, we want to win games. There’s
different ways of doing it, of course, different
scenarios, different situations in games that
[mean] you might have to play a certain
way."“But I think for me it's [about] working

Kavya Maran's priceless reaction to Krunal
Pandya's bouncer takes spotlight: Watch

New Delhi. (Agency)

The IPL 2026 match between Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) and Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) on Friday night had
plenty of big hits. But a reaction from
the stands stole the show on social
media. Sunrisers Hyderabad CEO
Kavya Maran went viral for how she
reacted to RCB bowler Krunal
Pandya.

Krunal is known for trying different
things when he bowls. This season,
he has been mixing up his pace.
Sometimes, instead of standard spin,
he bowls a fast ball or throws in a
surprise short bouncer to catch the
batsman off guard.

The incident happened during the 17th
over of the first innings when SRH batter
Nitish Kumar Reddy was on strike. Krunal
decided to try a surprise tactic and fired in a
sharp, fast bouncer. The delivery went so

high that the umpire actually called it a
wide, meaning Krunal had to bowl the
delivery over again. When the ball went over
the batter's head, the cameras immediately

showed the VIP box. Kavya Maran looked
completely shocked by the unexpected
delivery. The clip quickly went viral on
social media, with fans loving her passion
for the game. Even though his bowling

surprise shocked the stadium, Krunal got

the big wicket of Heinrich Klaasen later in

the match, finishing his two overs with 1

wicket for 24 runs.Krunal did much better
later in the evening when it was his turn
to bat. Chasing a massive target of 256,
the all-rounder played well and stayed
notouton41 runs off 31 balls.

His good batting, along with a half-century
from Rajat Patidar, helped RCB protect
their net run rate. In the end, Sunrisers
Hyderabad won the match easily by 55
runs, but Kavya Maran's fun reaction to
the 17th-over bouncer remained one of
the biggest viral moments of the night.

With the win for SRH, the top 3 for the IPL
play-offs is sealed. RCB and Gujarat
Titans (GT) alongside SRH have the top

3 spots with the likes of Punjab Kings,

Rajasthan Royals and Kolkata Knight

Riders still in the race for the fourth spot on

the points table.

Should RCB have gone for the win vs SRH?
Qualifier 1 priority in 255 chase spilt fans

Kolkata. (Agency)

ARoyal Challengers Bengaluru may have
secured the bigger prize from Hyderabad
on Friday night, but the manner in which
they approached their 256-run chase
against Sunrisers Hyderabad has now
opened up an entirely different debate
among fans online.

After losing by 55 runs at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium, RCB still
managed to finish inside the IPL 2026
top two and seal their place in Qualifier 1
thanks to Net Run Rate. In tournament
terms, that is massive because a top-two
finish gives teams two opportunities to
reach the IPL final.But while the
qualification math worked perfectly for
RCB, many fans were left frustrated
watching the defending champions
seemingly shift focus midway through
the chase from winning the match to
simply protecting their qualification
scenario.

And social media immediately split into two
sides.One section questioned why RCB
appeared to back away from the chase after
a flying start, especially on a batting surface
where SRH themselves had crossed 250
comfortably. The other side argued that

once Virat Kohli got dismissed and the risk
of a batting collapse emerged, protecting
Qualifier 1 became the smarter cricketing
decision. HOW RCB APPROACHED 255
CHASE VS SRH

Venkatesh Iyer came out aggressively and
smashed 44 off just 19 balls while Virat

Kohli looked positive early on. RCB raced
to 75 runs in the powerplay despite losing
two wickets, and for a brief period, SRH
were being forced to think defensively.

But the momentum shifted sharply after the
powerplay.

Kohli departed for 15 and suddenly the run
flow completely slowed down. In a chase of
256, RCB surprisingly took until the 13th

over to even reach the 120-run mark, and
from there onwards, the innings
increasingly looked more focused on
qualification security than genuinely
threatening SRH’s total.Rajat Patidar and
Krunal Pandya added 84 runs together off
57 balls, which in isolation is not a poor
partnership at all. But in the context of
such a gigantic chase, it never truly
created scoreboard pressure on SRH.
Patidar completed another half-century
and ended with 53 off 37 balls, but it was
one of those knocks the RCB captain
himself probably would not look back at
too fondly despite the milestone. A
strike rate of 143.24 in a 250-plus chase
felt unusually subdued for someone who
has built his entire season around
fearless intent and momentum-shifting
batting. The delayed arrival of hitters
like Tim David and Jitesh Sharma only
added more fuel to the online debate.Many
RCB supporters defended the approach by
pointing towards the bigger picture. Their
argument was simple: RCB did begin the
chase seriously, but once Kohli got out, the
batting lineup carried the danger of
collapsing completely under scoreboard
pressure.

with the players. I love working with the
players and helping them get better
individually, which, hopefully, will help the
team improve and [I want to] be there to
support them. I'm one of them, we're all in it
together, and I think it's important that we all
look after each other."“But I know it comes
down to results. Hopefully, we can play a
really exciting type of football and be
positive and express and bring excitement. [
want to be off my seat. I want to be enjoying
watching the boys play, and results obviously
need to come with that.“You can feel my kind
of enthusiasm for it, because I'm buzzing to
get started and see what we can do.”These
were Carrick’s words while speaking on the
Inside Carrington podcast about the football
he wanted United to play. More importantly,
he has stayed true to that vision.Until May 8§,
United had scored 26 goals under him,
boasting a shot conversion rate of 13.9
percent — the best in the league since his
arrival. They had also conceded just 16 goals,
several of them coming in tense contests like
the Fulham clash and the dramatic 2-2 draw
away at Bournemouth.

IPL Play Of The Day:
Heinrich Klaasen makes
Hazlegod look human in

Uppal carnage

New Delhi. (Agency)

For RCB, Josh Hazlewood has been a cheat code.
When they need wickets in the powerplay,
middle or the death, the Australian pacer has
been the man they turn to. He had 22 wickets in
12 matches when they went to claim the IPL
title in 2025 and has 12 scalps to his name from
11 matches this time around. This made the
Bengaluru fans fondly call him 'Hazlegod'
purely based on his skill and the way he
functioned with the ball.

Buton Friday, May 22, Heinrich Klaasen decided
to take down Hazlewood in what was carnage
at the Uppal stadium and show that he was also
amortal in the end. Klaasen has been enjoying
a purple patch this season, not with his usual
destructive ways, but with a measured
approach.He said that his mindset has changed
and he wasn't trying to strike at 300 this season.
But against RCB, he decided to go back to his
old ways and unleash his fury on the RCB
bowlers and particularly Hazlewood.Now,
many moments could have easily become the
Play Of The Day for the SRH vs RCB clash.
Ishan Kishan continuing his fine form against
Bengaluru and the way the Hyderabad bowlers
cleverly used slower deliveries to nullify
RCB's firepower are worthy shouts.

But just for his pure brilliance, Klaasen takes
home the honour for the match.

KLAASEN SCARESRCBBOWLERS

SRH went out to score big and that was
something Pat Cummins said at the toss.
Travishek got going and put on 45 runs for the
first wicket in four overs.Abhishek Sharma and
Kishan added 52 in the next 4.2 overs to push
the run-rate even further. Abhishek scored a
fine fifty but didn't waste time and allowed
Klaasen to come in.But something seemed to
be off. Klaasen wasn't timing the ball well and
suddenly the pressure seemed to build on the
South African batter.

Virat Kohli ignores handshake with Travis
Head, moment goes viral: Watch

<\Virat Kohli sparked controversy
as he ignored the customary
post-match handshake with
Travis Head following the SRH vs
RCB game in Hyderabad.

Hyderabad. (Agency)

The heat was well and truly on during the IPL

2026 match between Sunrisers Hyderabad
(SRH) and Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) at the Rajiv Gandhi International
Stadium on Friday, May 22. While SRH
walked away with a dominant 55-run
victory, social media was quickly set ablaze
by a tense post-match moment involving
Indian batting legend Virat Kohli and SRH
opener Travis Head.A viral clip circulating

online appears to show Kohli completely
ignoring the customary post-match
handshake with the Australian left-hander.
While Kohli warmly shook hands with
SRH captain Pat Cummins, Abhishek
Sharma, and Ishan Kishan, his swift bypass
of Head became the talk of the night.

HOW THE KOHLI-HEAD DRAMA

UNFOLDED
The post-match snub wasn't an isolated
incident; the friction had been building all
evening. During the first innings, Kohli
uncorked an extraordinarily animated
celebration when Head was cleaned up by
Rasikh Salam Dar for 26.

The verbal battle peaked during RCB’s steep
chase of 256. Kohli was seen exchanging
heated words with Head and even gestured
aggressively, challenging the Australian to
come into the attack and try his luck with the
ball. In a cinematic twist, Head did come on
to bowl later in the innings and promptly
picked up the massive wicket of RCB

skipper Rajat Patidar, who was going strong
on 56 off 39 deliveries.

ISHAN KISHAN, ABHISHEK SHARMA
POWER SRH

Powered by explosive half-centuries from
Ishan Kishan, who smashed a dazzling 79 off
46 balls to claim the Player of the Match
honours, and Abhishek Sharma, who blasted
56 off just 22 deliveries, SRH piled up a
mammoth 255 for 4. Heinrich Klaasen added
late fireworks with a 24-ball 51. In response,

adisciplined Hyderabad bowling unit

choked RCB's momentum,

restricting the visitors to 200 for 4

despite Patidar's fighting fifty and

Krunal Pandya's unbeaten41.

2026 PLAYOFFS: TOP 3

CONFIRMED

, Despite the crushing defeat, RCB had a

major silver lining. Thanks to their

Net Run Rate (NRR) cushion, they

managed to hold onto their spot in the

top two of the standings, keeping
them in a prime position for the
knockouts.

As the league stage hits its business end, RCB,
Gujarat Titans, and SRH all sit level on 18
points, with NRR deciding their final playoff
seeding. While the top three spots are now
officially locked in, the battle for the fourth
and final playoff position remains wide
open, with the Rajasthan Royals, Punjab
Kings, and Kolkata Knight Riders all
fighting to sneak into the knockouts.
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Kupoor

Wishes Suhana Khan On Her 26th
Birthday, Says 'My Su, Love You For Life’

ctress Shanaya Kapoor gave a glimpse into her close friendship

with actress Suhana Khan as she shared a beautiful birthday

wish for the latter, through a post on her social media.Taking to

her social media account, Shanaya Kapoor posted a picture featuring

herself posing with Suhana against the backdrop of colourful
European-style buildings and yachts.

Shanaya captioned the picture as, “Happy birthday my su. Love u for

— life," followed by a pink heart

) -..r‘.qﬂ 2 emoji. Suhana reshared the
TR Y B hd heartfelt post on her social
“—'i“.l;‘“ \ media handle.

Jli N ape *Tu i Talking about Suhana Khan and

|| 1 iy ,. i Iw"ﬂf & Shanaya Kapoor, the two girls

are known to share a close
bond and are often
seen vacationing
and partying
together along
with their
other bestie
a n d
Bollywoo
d actress
Ananya
Panday.T
heir
friendship dates back to childhood as the families
of their respective parents, Shah Rukh Khan, Sanjay
Kapoor, Chunky Panday have remained close and family
friends over the years.On the work front, Suhana made her
acting debut with Zoya Akhtar’s ‘The Archies’, which
premiered on OTT in 2023. The film also marked the debut of
many star kids including Khushi Kapoor and Agastya Nanda.
Suhana will next be seen sharing screen space with her father ‘
Shah Rukh Khan in the upcoming film ‘King’. :
Meanwhile, Shanaya Kapoor made her Bollywood debut with
‘Aankhon Ki Gustaakhiyan’.The actress has been receiving
Great reviews for her performance in her recently released
movie “Tu Yaa Main.’She is also gearing up for her pan-
India film, “Vrushabha", opposite South superstar ==
Mohanlal. *-,_’_-‘_‘F-.__ -

Sonam Bajwa

Warns Against ‘Wiping Dogs Off Streets” As Punjab
Launches Massive Stray Dog Operation

Q s Punjab rolls out a large-scale campaign to tackle the growing stray dog crisis, the debate

around public safety versus animal welfare is becoming increasingly intense. With concerns

mounting across the state over rising dog-bite cases, the administration’s latest move has now
sparked reactions from public figures and animal rights advocates alike.Actor Sonam Bajwa has
urged the Punjab government to ensure that the ongoing crackdown on stray dogs does not turn into
what she described as an inhumane exercise. Addressing Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
through social media, the actor appealed for a more compassionate and structured approach while
implementing the Supreme Court’s recent directives on stray animal management.

Reacting to the discussions surrounding
the state’s campaign, Sonam said
many people were misreading the
court’s observations. “The Court
spoke about regulated removal from
sensitive public spaces along with
sterilisation, vaccination and
sheltering — not wiping dogs off the
streets," Bajwa stated in her social
media post.The actor also questioned
whether the current system had the
capacity to responsibly handle such an
extensive operation. Raising concerns
over inadequate shelter facilities and
rehabilitation mechanisms, she wrote, “Where are the shelters? Where is the infrastructure?"

“This absolutely cannot become a death sentence for voiceless animals. Public safety matters. Human
lives matter. But compassion and responsibility matter too," she added.

Sonam further stressed the need for long-term planning instead of relying only on removal drives.
According to her, sustainable solutions would require cooperation between animal welfare
organisations, veterinarians, municipal authorities and public safety experts.

She also highlighted the importance of sterilisation programmes, vaccination campaigns and proper
shelter systems if the state genuinely wants to reduce the stray dog population in a safe and organised
manner. “How we treat the voiceless ultimately reflects who we are as a society," she added.
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Is Kangana Ranaut Married? Truth

Behind Viral Mangalsutra Video
Revealed

angana Ranaut’s fans were left surprised

B on Thursday evening when a video of the

ctress-turned-politician surfaced on

social media in which she was seen wearing a

mangalsutra. In the viral clip, Ranaut was seen

walking with her security personnel when her

mangalsutra grabbed everyone’s attention. In

no time, the video went viral, with netizens

wondering if the actress had secretly gotten
married.

No, Kangana Ranaut is not married. In fact, the
actress’ viral video is her look from her
upcoming movie, Queen 2. Reportedly, Ranaut
has already started shooting for the film, which
is tentatively titled Queen Forever.

Released in 2013, Queen was directed by Vikas
Bahl, starring Kangana Ranaut. The film
follows Rani Mehra, a shy young woman from
Delhi whose fiancé calls off their wedding just
before the ceremony.

Instead of staying heartbroken, Rani decides to

go alone on her planned honeymoon to Paris
and Amsterdam. During her journey, she
discovers independence, confidence and a new
outlook on life. The movie also features
Rajkummar Rao, Lisa Haydon and Mish
Boyko. The film became both a critical and
commercial success, winning several awards,
including the National Film Award for Best
Hindi Film and Best Actress for Kangana
Ranaut.

Meanwhile, Kangana Ranaut will soon also be
seen in Bharat Bhhagya Viddhaata, The filmisa
cinematic tribute to the unsung heroes, and it
will be helmed by director-writer Manoj
Tapadia. Reportedly, Kangana Ranaut will
portray the role of a staff nurse in the film,
which seeks to highlight the vital role played by
such individuals who work relentlessly behind
the scenes during the 26/11 Mumbai Attacks.
This movie will hit theatres on June 12,2026.

Pooja Bhatt Drops 0ld Photos With
Aamir Khan, Says 'Someday I Will

: i Share The Story Behind...

ctress and filmmaker Pooja Bhatt

recently sent her fans into a nostalgic

frenzy after she shared a major
throwback picture with superstar Aamir Khan
from one of their old photoshoots. The vintage
pictures were clicked by celebrated
photographer Gautam Rajadhyaksha.

Sharing the photographs on her social media,
Pooja wrote, “Someday I will share the story
behind these impromptu photos shot on
Gautam Rajadhyaksha’s balcony,in his
sprawling home on Hughes road. But not yet..
Not just yet." In the pictures, a young Aamir
Khan and Pooja Bhatt are seen twinning in
white outfits while posing candidly for the
camera.

Talking about Pooja Bhatt and Aamir Khan, the
two shared screen space in the 1991 romantic
drama ‘Dil Hai Ke Manta Nahin’, directed by
Mahesh Bhatt. The film, which also starred
Anupam Kher, became a huge hit and is still
remembered as one of Bollywood’s most loved
romantic films. In the movie, Aamir played the
role of ‘Raghu Jetley’, a kind-hearted
journalist, while Pooja essayed ‘Pooja
Dharamchand’, arich runaway heiress.

Talking about Pooja Bhatt, the actress made her
acting debut with ‘Daddy’ in 1989, directed by
her father Mahesh Bhatt. The film also starred
veteran actor Anupam Kher.

For the uninitiated, Aamir Khan made his debut
as a lead actor with ‘Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak’
in 1988 opposite Juhi Chawla. On the work
front, Pooja Bhatt was recently seen in projects
like Bombay Begums and Bigg Boss OTT 2.

Meanwhile, Aamir Khan has lately been
supporting his son Junaid Khan, who stepped
into Bollywood recently. The actor was seen
promoting Junaid’s film ‘Ek Din’, which also
stars Sai Pallavi.The late Gautam
Rajadhyaksha who was touted as one of India’s
most iconic celebrity photographers, was
known for capturing timeless portraits of
Bollywood stars.
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