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Malaika Arora On How
She Protects Her Joy
Amid Public Scrutiny...
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Don’t turn RBI into
govt’s cash cow

A falling rupee is usually treated as a
macroeconomic problem. It raises the cost of
imports, worsens inflationary pressures,
unsettles investors and dents national pride. But
India’s recent experience has produced a curious
paradox. The same rupee weakness that creates
external stress has also produced a fiscal bonanza
for the Union government.The Reserve Bank of
India’s defence of the rupee — by selling dollars
from its reserves — has yielded large realised
profits, which are then transferred to the Centre
as surplus. The RBI is thus not merely managing
the currency. It is increasingly becoming a fiscal
stabiliser, almost a treasurer to the government.
This deserves more scrutiny.

The RBI Central Board has now approved a record
surplus transfer of Rs 2,86,588 crore to the Union
government for FY2025-26. This is higher than
the previous record of Rs 2,68,590 crore in
FY2024-25,Rs2,10,874 crore in FY2023-24 and
Rs 87,416 crore in FY2022-23. The latest
transfer is reportedly backed by robust RBI
earnings, including gains from large dollar sales
to support the rupee and higher income on
foreign assets.

Nearly Rs 2.9 lakh crore is not a rounding-off item.
It is close to 8% of the Centre’s revenue receipts.
It gives the government fiscal breathing space
without raising taxes, cutting expenditure or
borrowing more from the market. At a time of
elevated crude prices, geopolitical uncertainty
and pressure on the fiscal deficit, this is a very
useful cushion. But that is exactly why it is
worrying. A cushion can quietly become a habit.

The arithmetic is simple. The RBI accumulated
dollars over many years when the rupee was
much stronger. When it sells those dollars today
at a weaker exchange rate, it books a rupee gain.
This is not merely a paper gain from revaluing
foreign exchange reserves. It is a realised gain
from actual dollar sales. Under the economic
capital framework, unrealised revaluation gains
on gold or foreign exchange are not meant to be
distributed. But realised income from forex
operations can flow into the RBI’s income and
then into its surplus transfer to the government.

This means rupee weakness has produced a fiscal
windfall. That is an uncomfortable sentence, but
it captures the paradox. The same depreciation
that hurts importers, raises the cost of oil, reduces
India’s dollar GDP and unsettles foreign
investors also boosts RBI profits when dollars are
sold.This matters for another reason. If India’s
nominal GDP grows by 10% in rupee terms, but
the rupee depreciates by more than 10% against
the dollar, then India’s GDP in dollar terms barely
grows. This is not merely statistical trivia. Global
rankings, investor perceptions and geopolitical
heft are measured in dollars. A country can grow
fast domestically and yet appear stagnant
internationally if currency depreciation wipes
out the gain. Persistent rupee weakness can
therefore become a strategic concern.But that
does not mean the rupee must be defended at any
cost. India is a current account deficit economy. It
imports much more oil, gold, electronics and
critical inputs than it exports. It also has a higher
inflation rate than the US over the medium term.
Some depreciation of the rupee is natural. It can
even be desirable. A weaker currency acts as a
shock absorber. It protects export
competitiveness, discourages non-essential
imports and prevents the economy from
pretending that external imbalances do not exist.

The danger is not depreciation itself. The danger is
disorderly depreciation. That is where the RBI
rightly intervenes: to reduce volatility, prevent
panic and anchor expectations. But defending a
level is different from managing volatility. If the
market believes that the RBI will always protect a
particular exchange rate, then large importers
and dollar borrowers may under-hedge their
exposures. An artificially strong rupee subsidises
imports, penalises exports and delays
adjustment. The eventual correction then
becomes more painful.

Rethinking urban mobility: The case for walkable cities

Building safe streets is necessary for ensuring equitable rights to all citizens

As the nation undertakes a long-awaited Census, can we
utilise the decadal exercise for rethinking urban
mobility? Census 2011 was the first to gather
information on the mode of travel used by workers to
reach their workplace. Despite limitations, that data
provides the only nationally representative snapshot of
commuting patterns in India. The findings are revealing.
A majority of Indian workers (58.1% in rural areas and
48.9% in urban ones) commute either on foot or by
bicycle, and more than 20% rely on public transport
(buses/trains) for their daily commute. By contrast, the
share of motorised two-wheelers in urban districts is
around 20%, and the share of cars, jeeps or vans remains
below 5%.Taken together, this suggests that nearly 70%
of Indian workers walk, cycle or use public transport to
reach their workplaces. While updated data from the
forthcoming census will help refine this understanding,
the available evidence offers a compelling insight that
most Indians depend on forms of mobility which receive
little policy priority and investment.The case for
strengthening pedestrian infrastructure is closely tied to
the issues of access and equity. According to available
data, around 22.53 crore driving licences have been
issued to citizens in India, of which only 6% are women.
These numbers highlight a major barrier to private
mobility. For most citizens, the option of driving a
private vehicle doesn’t exist.Apart from being a means
of transportation, mobility determines access to
employment, education, markets, healthcare and
leisure. Expanding equitable mobility options therefore
directly contributes to expanding economic and social
opportunities.Pedestrian infrastructure is the essential
“first and last mile” of public transport systems. Without
safe and continuous footpaths, public transport becomes
difficult to access. At the same time, walking itself is a
legitimate and independent mode of transport. Millions
walk to access workplaces, markets, schools and to
reach transit stations to reach their daily destinations.
Yet in many Indian cities, walking is unsafe,
uncomfortable and undignified due to the absence of
footpaths or the presence of broken ones,
encroachments, poor lighting and lack of
maintenance.The State has an important role in ensuring
that those without access to private transport, whether
due to economic constraints, gender barriers or other
social factors, are provided safe, reliable and affordable
mobility alternatives, of which walking is an important
one.

Current scenario

Despite the centrality of walking in India’s mobility
landscape, investment in pedestrian infrastructure
remains poorly documented and neglected. Analysing

public spending on pedestrian and cycling infrastructure
reveals a striking gap. Apart from scattered references in
reports of NITI Aayog, projects undertaken under the
Smart Cities Mission and isolated initiatives by some

Singapore pedestrian infrastructure is treated as an
integral component of the transport system, with
sheltered walkways and pedestrian links connecting
residential areas to transit stations.

urban local bodies, comprehensive national statisticson These examples demonstrate how legal mandates,

investment in pedestrian infrastructure are scarce.
Pedestrian infrastructure is largely governed by the Indian

planning standards and institutional focus can
systematically improve walkability.

Roads Congress guidelines and various urban street The way forward

design manuals, which are not legally binding. Although As pedestrian infrastructure is not generally mandated in
public works departments and municipalities maintain
technical specifications for footpaths and pedestrian

amenities, the absence of clearly earmarked budgets or
dedicated reporting suggests that pedestrian
infrastructure isn’t a policy priority.

This is in stark contrast with investments made in road
infrastructure. While these investments are necessary
for supporting commerce, logistics and long-distance
mobility, there is a strong case for greater balance in
spending, particularly in urban areas where walking
remains a dominant mode of travel.

Learning from international practices

Several countries have embedded pedestrian
infrastructure within their legal and planning
frameworks.In many cities in the US and the UK,
“Complete Streets” policies require roads to be designed
for all users, including pedestrians. Developers are often
required to construct sidewalks at their own cost before
receiving occupancy approvals, with planning codes
specifying minimum sidewalk widths and accessibility
standards.

development approvals, it is frequently treated as an
afterthought, not a core component of urban mobility.
Many growing cities with expanding infrastructure
provide examples of such insensitive planning and
lopsided investment. Strengthening pedestrian
infrastructure is not about opposing private vehicles.
People will continue to own cars or two-wheelers,
particularly for longer trips, but well-designed
pedestrian infrastructure can make short trips more
convenient without the need to use motorized vehicles.
Apart from enabling millions to walk to work, safer and
more accessible pedestrian infrastructure is important
for addressing the increasing challenges of traffic
congestion, air pollution and declining urban
liveability. Pedestrian infrastructure moving from the
margins of policy discourse to its centre, would involve
clearer legal mandates for footpaths in development
approvals, national street design standards, and
stronger protections for pedestrian right-of-way. In the
longer term, there may be merit in considering a
dedicated agency to focus on pedestrian infrastructure.
The higher fiscal transfers to cities, new grants for urban
infrastructure and incentives for stronger municipal
finances recommended by the 16th Finance Commission
should enable cities to prioritize walkability and invest in
strengthening pedestrian infrastructure.The new Census
data should endeavour to cover modes of travel,
distances travelled, time taken, multimodal travel and
vehicle ownership, which will be invaluable for urban
mobility analysis and for resource allocation towards
balance transport planning.Improving pedestrian
infrastructure need not begin with an overwhelming city-
wide transformation. A practical starting point would be
for cities to identify their major economic and
commercial nodes like central business districts,
markets, transit hubs, educational clusters, industrial
areas and plan a network of footpaths connecting
surrounding neighbourhoods to these nodes.

In the Netherlands, urban planning frameworks require Pedestrian infrastructure as a policy priority can improve

continuous pedestrian networks in neighbourhood
plans. In Japan, urban regulations mandate wide
sidewalks near transit stations, safe walking routes to
schools and pedestrian-only shopping streets. In

Drying Haryana: Groundwater degradation threatens soil health

local governance resulting from better maintenance,
regulating encroachments, improving street lighting and
cleanliness — thus restoring dignity and safety to
everyday walking experience.

The state’s dependence on water-intensive paddy cultivation remains at the centre of the problem

HARYANA’s groundwater crisis has entered a

dangerous new phase. For years, the debate revolved
around the rapidly falling water table caused by
excessive extraction for the paddy-wheat cycle. Now,
a study by Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana
Agricultural University has revealed an equally
alarming reality: barely 32% of the state’s
groundwater remains suitable for high-quality
irrigation. The problem is no longer just about the
quantity of water available underground, but also
about its deteriorating quality. Large parts of Haryana
are now confronting salinity, sodicity and chemical
imbalances that gradually reduce soil fertility and
agricultural productivity. In some districts, over-
extraction has drained aquifers; in others, canal
seepage and poor drainage have produced
waterlogging and salt accumulation. Together, these
twin crises expose the ecological limits of Haryana’s
Green Revolution model.The state’s dependence on
water-intensive paddy cultivation remains at the centre

of the problem. Subsidised -electricity, assured
procurement and MSP incentives continue to
encourage indiscriminate groundwater pumping.
Farmers cannot be blamed entirely for responding
rationally to the economic signals created by policy.

Yet the long-term consequences are becoming
increasingly visible beneath the fields
themselves.

Crop diversification must move from policy
rhetoric to economic reality. Farmers require
assured procurement and market support for less
water-intensive crops such as maize, pulses and
oilseeds. Techniques like direct-seeded rice,
micro-irrigation and groundwater recharge need
wider implementation, while canal systems
require better drainage management. Most
importantly, groundwater quality mapping must
become central to district-level agricultural
planning. Haryana’s food security model cannot
survive if its soil and aquifers continue to
degrade simultaneously. The warning signs are

visible. If corrective action continues to lag, the state

risks transforming one of India’s most productive
agricultural regions into an increasingly water-stressed
and chemically damaged landscape.

ow Iran has unified Israel’s regional rivals

« Anxieties about Iran's missile capabilities, proxy networks and nuclear ambitions have quietly accelerated new patterns of security cooperation across West Asia and the Caucasus

FOR decades, Israel imagined itself as a lonely fortressin Lt Gen Dhahi Khalfan Tamim, declared afterwards that ~ unusually pointed warning against the presence of  political moderation." The comment was interpreted

a hostile West Asia. Today, however, a quieter reality is
emerging: an undeclared regional coalition stretching
from the Caucasus to the Gulf, united less by ideology
than by a common anxiety about Iran.The alliance is not
formal. There are no NATO-style communiqués or
public military headquarters. Instead, it operates
through intelligence channels, commercial
partnerships, drone technology, cyber-security
cooperation and discreet political understandings.

The recent confrontation between Israel and Iran revealed
glimpses of this hidden architecture.

According to reports in the New York Times, later cited by
the Guardian, Israeli officials privately expressed
frustration at aspects of the later-stage American
negotiations with Tehran and were said to be relying
increasingly on "regional allies and their espionage
networks surveilling Iran's leadership."The phrase
attracted little attention. Yet it points towards one of the
least examined geopolitical developments in modern
West Asia: Israel's growing network of tacit regional
partners.Even as Washington continues indirect
contacts with Tehran, regional anxieties about Iran's
missile capabilities, proxy networks and nuclear
ambitions have quietly accelerated new patterns of
security cooperation across West Asia and the Caucasus.

For years, many of these relationships existed in the
shadows. In January 2010, alleged Mossad operatives
moved through Dubai hotel corridors disguised as
tourists and tennis players during the assassination of
Hamas commander Mahmoud al-Mabhouh at the Al
Bustan Rotana hotel in Dubai. Dubai police later
released extensive CCTV footage showing surveillance
teams changing wigs, monitoring elevators and tracking
the target through hotel lobbies.The Dubai police chief,

he was "99% if not 100%" certain that Mossad had
carried out the operation.

"foreigners" in the region bordering Iran — language
widely interpreted as referring to Israel.

internationally as a rare public acknowledgment of
longstanding informal ties.

The assassination triggered diplomatic outrage at the time. Tehran's anxieties are heightened by demographics. The Kurdish regions also offer geography valuable to

European governments protested over the use of forged
passports, while Gul officials publicly condemned the
killing.Yet 16 years later, the geopolitical landscape
has changed dramatically.

The covert contacts and intelligence understandings that
once operated through hotel rooms, commercial fronts
and unofficial intermediaries have increasingly
become formalised through the Abraham Accords and
expanding regional security cooperation.

Today, Israeli businessmen travel openly to the United
Arab Emirates. Cyber-security partnerships are
publicly advertised. Defence officials attend the same
conferences. Intelligence coordination against Iran is
no longer merely whispered about in diplomatic
circles. What was once deniable has, in part, become
institutionalised. The most intriguing relationship may

be with Azerbaijan. The small, oil-rich former Soviet |

republic shares a long border with Iran and maintains

deep security ties with Israel. During a 2016 visit to s
Baku, Benjamin Netanyahu openly acknowledged the

scale of the relationship, declaring: "The contracts
signed between Israel and Azerbaijan amount to $5
billion."The remark was widely reported at the time by
Reuters and Israeli media.The Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) has since documented
extensive Israeli arms sales to Azerbaijan, including
drones and missile systems, which later proved decisive
during the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Iranian officials have repeatedly voiced concern about
Israeli influence on their northern frontier. In 2021,
Iran's Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei, issued an

Millions of ethnic Azeris live inside north-western Iran,

creating fears among Iranian security officials that
outside powers could exploit ethnic tensions and
separatist sentiment.Further west lies another discreet
Israeli partnership: the Kurds. Relations between Israel
and Kurdish groups date back decades, particularly in
northern Iraq. Israeli officials have periodically
expressed support for Kurdish autonomy as a strategic
counterweight to hostile regional states.In 2014,
Netanyahu publicly stated: "The Kurds are a fighting
people who have proven political commitment and

intelligence services: mountainous borders, smuggling
routes and difficult terrain extending into Iran.
Further south, the UAE has emerged as perhaps
Israel's most sophisticated regional partner since
the Abraham Accords normalised relations in
2020. The UAE's Ambassador to Washington at
the time, Yousef Al Otaiba, described the accords
as creating "a better path" for the region —
diplomatic language that masked rapidly
expanding security and technological cooperation.
Trade between Israel and the UAE accelerated
sharply after normalisation, especially in cyber-
security, surveillance systems and artificial
intelligence.Even Saudi Arabia, despite lacking
formal diplomatic relations with Israel, has quietly
moved closer through parallel fears of Iran's
missile programme and regional proxy
network.The result is a West Asia that would have
been almost unimaginable a generation ago. Israel,
once regionally isolated, increasingly operates
within a loose but expanding ecosystem of states
and non-state actors linked less by ideology than by a
shared determination to contain Iran.The relationships
remain deliberately ambiguous because public opinion
across the Arab world still imposes limits on overt
alignment with Israel. Yet ambiguity itself has become
part of the strategy. In today's West Asia, alliances are
often expressed not through treaties, but through cyber
cooperation, intelligence exchanges, drone technology
and quiet understandings conducted far from public
view.
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Non-Food bank credit growth
jumps to 15.8% in April
2026; Services, industry lead
expansion: RBI

New Delhi,.(Agency)

Non-food bank credit growth accelerated to 15.8 per
cent year-on-year in the fortnight ended April 30,
2026, compared with 9.8 per cent in the
corresponding fortnight of the previous year,
according to data released by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Friday.

The data on sectoral deployment of bank credit for
April 2026, collected from 41 select scheduled
commercial banks (SCBs) accounting for about 95
per cent of total non-food credit by all SCBs,
showed broad-based growth across key segments.

Credit to agriculture and allied activities registered a
year-on-year growth of 13.7 per cent as on the
fortnight ended April 30, 2026, against 9.2 per cent
in the corresponding fortnight last year, the RBI
said. Credit to industry recorded a y-o-y growth of
15.1 per cent, sharply higher than 7.0 per cent in the
corresponding fortnight of the previous year.
"While credit to 'Micro and Small' and 'Large'
industries grew at an accelerated pace, 'Medium'
industries exhibited steady growth on y-o-y basis,"
the central bank noted.

Among major industries, outstanding credit to
'infrastructure’, 'basic metal and metal product', 'all
engineering', 'petroleum, coal products and nuclear
fuels', and 'chemical and chemical products' marked
higher y-o-y growth. However, the RBI said
'construction’, 'textiles' and 'rubber, plastic and their
products' segments witnessed marginally subdued
credit growth.

The services sector led the expansion, with credit
growth at 18.6 per cent y-o-y as on April 30, 2026,
compared with 10.1 per cent in the corresponding
fortnight of the previous year. The growth was
supported by robust performance in segments such
as 'non-banking financial companies' (NBFCs),
‘commercial real estate', 'trade' and 'professional
services', the RBI said.

Infosys CEQ Salil Parekh’s
FY26 pay rises 2.5 pc to Rs
82.6 crore

BENGALURU .(Agency)
Infosys Chief Executive Officer and Managing
Director Salil Parekh received total remuneration of
Rs 82.6 crore in the financial year 2025-26, marking
an increase of about 2.5% from the previous year,
according to the company’s annual report.

The annual report showed that Parekh’s remuneration
included a salary of Rs 7.97 crore, retiral and other
benefits of Rs 0.53 crore, variable pay of ?8.5 crore,
stock incentives worth Rs 23.35 crore and
perquisites linked to exercised stock units valued at
Rs 50.75 crore. His total compensation stood at Rs
82.6 crore for the year.Infosys said Parekh receives
remuneration only from Infosys and not from any
subsidiary or group company.

The company also disclosed that Parekh exercised
2,72,400 Restricted Stock Units (RSUs) under the
2015 Plan and 64,690 RSUs under the 2019 Plan
during FY26.During the year, the board approved
several stock-based grants for Parekh. These
included 2,30,621 performance-based RSUs linked
to business targets, 13,273 performance-based RSUs
tied to environmental, social and governance
milestones, and 33,183 performance-based RSUs
linked to the company’s cumulative total
shareholder return. He was also granted annual time-
based and performance-based RSUs under the
company’s stock incentive plans.

The annual report noted that Infosys Chairman
Nandan Nilekani continued to forgo remuneration
for services rendered to the company. Independent
directors received commission and sitting fees
during the year.Infosys reported revenue of Rs 1.79
lakh crore and net profit of Rs 29,440 crore for FY 26,
while free cash flow stood at Rs 33,097 crore. The
company ended the year with more than 3.28 lakh
employees globally.

Nearly 20,000 MSME
applications received under
ECLGS

New Delhi.(Agency)

Under the government’s Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS), nearly 20,000
applications from micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) have been received for
disbursement of Rs 25,000 crore, a senior Finance
Ministry official said. “We received around 20,000
applications, all from MSMEs, till this morning, and
processed the required amount of Rs 25,000 crore.
The scheme has been received very well,” the official
said, adding that no applications had been received
from airlines so far. Under ECLGS 5.0, the
government will provide 100% credit guarantee
coverage for MSMEs and 90% coverage for non-
MSMEs as well as the airline sector. Of the total Rs
25,000 crore allocated under ECLGS 5.0, Rs 5,000
crore has been specifically earmarked for airlines.
The scheme provides structured financial relief with a
maximum loan limit of Rs 1,000 crore per borrower,
along with an additional Rs 500 crore subject to
equivalent equity infusion by the borrower. The loans
will have a tenure of up to seven years, including a
two-year moratorium on repayment, thereby easing
short-term liquidity pressures. The Cabinet approved
the scheme to address financial stress faced by
airlines due to the sharp increase in aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) prices, compounded by airspace closures
and reduced operations, particularly on international
routes, which have led to lower aircraft utilisation and
liquidity constraints.Finance Ministry officials also
said that 23 policies had been issued under the Bharat
Maritime Fund till May 28. “We expect the maritime
insurance pool to become bigger and the premiums
will further come down,” the official added. The $1.5
billion fund has been established to provide
comprehensive maritime coverage for Indian-
flagged, India-bound and India-originating vessels.

CNG prices hiked by Rs 2 per kg in
Mumbai, Thane, Navi Mumbai

This is the second hike in less

Mumbai, Thane, Navi Mumbai and
adjoining areasThis is the second hike in

than a month, following an earlier

less than a month, following a similar Rs
2 per kilogram increase

revision on May 14. The

cumulative Rs 4 rise is expected

announced on May 14. The
cumulative Rs 4 rise is |
expected to impact daily |

commuters, taxi operators and

to impact daily commuters, taxi

commercial vehicle users who
rely heavily on CNG.The

operators and commercial

YMGL has not yet detailed the
reasons behind the latest price

vehicle users who rely heavily on

revision.
This comes just days after prices

CNG.

New Delhi,.(Agency)

State-run gas distributor Mahanagar Gas
Limited (MGL) has increased the price of
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) by Rs 2

per kilogram across the

Metropolitan Region (MMR),

immediatelyWith the latest

CNG will now cost 86 per kilogram in

in Delhi were increased again
by Rs 2 per kg, taking the retail
price to Rs 83.09 per kg on
May 26. The revision marked
the fourth increase within 11
days and the third hike in just nine days,
with cumulative CNG prices in the

Mumbai national capital rising by Rs 7 per kg
effective since May 15.The series of revisions
revision, began with a Rs 2 per kg increase on May

15, followed by hikes of Rs 1 per kg each

on two separate occasions in the
succeeding week. Despite the rise in
CNG prices, rates of piped natural gas

disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz, a

critical route for global oil shipments,

amid heightened tensions involving the

US and Iran.The repeated
increases are expected to raise
operating costs for commuters,
transporters and businesses,
with analysts warning that
higher transportation and
logistics expenses could
eventually translate into
increased prices of essential
goods and food items.

Government officials, however,
maintain that the price
adjustments are necessary to
offset rising import costs and
ensure uninterrupted fuel
supplies during a period of
geopolitical uncertainty.

As India imports nearly 85 per cent of its
crude oil requirements, domestic fuel
prices remain highly vulnerable to
fluctuations in international energy
markets.

(PNG) for households and domestic LPG
cylinders remain unchanged.The fuel
price revisions come amid sustained
pressure from rising global crude oil
prices. Industry experts attribute the
surge to growing concerns over potential

Gold dips 1.36 pc this week over stable
dollar, Fed rate hike expectation

New Delhi.(Agency)

Gold prices dipped 1.36 per cent during
the week as a stable dollar and stronger-
than-expected US inflation data
reinforced expectations that the US
Federal Reserve may raise interest rates
later this year. On Friday, MCX gold
June futures dipped 0.59 per cent
while MCX silver May futures lost
0.94 per cent. Currently, gold futures
stand at Rs 1,56,000, while silver
futures at Rs 2,67,000 per kg.The
price of 10 grams of 24-carat gold
was at Rs 1,56,463 on Friday down

from Rs 1,58,622 seen on Monday |

market opening, according to data
published by the India Bullion and
Jewellers Association (IBJA).The
dollar index rose about 0.10 per cent,
while US personal consumption
expenditures (PCE) rose 3.8 per cent
(year-on-year) in April, the fastest pace
since May 2023, bolstering
expectations of US Fed rate hikes this
year.”Gold and silver continue to attract

BENGALURU.(Agency)

The injection and integration of artificial
intelligence (Al) into digital spheres of

interaction between institutions and
the individual have been rapid and
steep, allowing little time for law and
policy to catch up. Bengaluru-based
experts note finance as a sector that is
increasingly moving towards Al-
based automation, and with the
absence of legal frameworks of
accountability, consumers are left to
their own devices as it were, making
them prone to mishaps involving
personal and confidential information.
While the loopholes of accountability

that are inherent in an interaction

between an individual and an Al

platform involving private information

are obvious, placing the onus on the
individual to enact discretion, the

situation gets further complicated

when an agency offering financial
advice uses Al in its operations.
“Consumers do not need to fear every
Al-driven financial platform, but they
should approach them with informed
scepticism. Al can assist with financial
information, yet decisions involving

selective safe-haven and value-oriented
buying near key technical levels,
although upside momentum remains
closely linked to expectations
surrounding US monetary policy, bond
yields and the trajectory of the US

dollar," an analyst said.

Higher energy prices fuel inflationary

pressure increasing the likelihood of
Fed tightening, denting gold’s appeal as
investors gravitate toward yield-

savings, debt, insurance, retirement, or
investments still require transparency,
human accountability, and

Al

independent judgment,” said Prof.
Madhu Veeraraghavan, pro vice-
chancellor for Management, Law,
Humanities, and Social Sciences at the
Manipal Academy of Higher
Education (MAHE).If this was not all,
a further complication is introduced by
the fact that owing to the
aforementioned lack of any ethical
standard of procedure or similar
framework, it is not uncommon for
such platforms to run their customers’
queries through layers of Al, without
expressly asking for consent. “If

bearing assets.

The recent US Fed’s ?meeting minutes

showed that more officials are now
open to the possibility that they may
need to hike rates.

COMEX Gold is currently trading in the

USD 4,570-USD 4,600 range,
with weekly price action
continuing to reflect a
consolidation phase and a
cautious undertone, he added.
Technically, immediate resistance
is placed in the USD 4,600-USD
4,650 region and the USD
4,400-USD 4,350 range
continues to serve as a critical
support area, market participants
said.
For MCX Gold, immediate
resistance is placed in the Rs
1,60,000 to Rs 1,62,000 range and the
Rs 1,54,000-Rs 1,52,000 region
continues to act as a critical support
base.

Al-based financial advice a tricky slope, say experts

customers are not clear on how much
algorithmic systems impact their
decisions due to the lack of
transparency, they could watch out for
some signs: highly standardised replies
with minimal context, minimal human
interaction, instant automated
responses, etcetera,” said Remya
Tressa Jacob, an assistant professor in
the Accounting, Economics and
Finance Area department at T A Pai
Management Institute (TAPMI).

The lack of a policy or governance with

regards to Al also points out to the fact
that it is by virtue elusive to such
frameworks, which should be a cause
for significant concern. Prof. Tuhin S
Banerjee, associate dean of the School
for Continuing Education and
Professional Studies, RV University,
explained, “The inherent lack of
explainability in deep learning makes
it difficult for financial institutions or
regulators to understand the reason for
the decision thus complicating
compliance. Data misuse and
unauthorised profiling may happen in
trying to use Al for hyper-
personalisation.”

FIl selling and monsoon
fears drag Nifty lower, But
midcaps tell a different story

New Delhi.(Agency)

Indian stock markets ended the week on a weak
note, weighed down by persistent selling from
foreign investors and concerns over a below-
normal monsoon forecast that stoked fears of
rising food prices.The Nifty fell 0.72 percent over
the week and dropped 1.50 percent on the final
trading day to close at 23,547. The Sensex shed
1,092 points or 1.44 percent to finish at 74,775,
marking a weekly decline of 0.85 percent.Large
cap stocks stayed under pressure through most of
the week. The broader market, however, told a
different story — midcap stocks briefly touched
an all-time high, and the overall performance in
that segment held up better than the headline
indices suggested.

PSU banks stood out on the back of treasury gains
as bond yields compressed. Auto and metal stocks
also found support from a sharp fall in crude oil
prices. On the other side, FMCG, healthcare, and
consumer durables came under pressure as the
defensive premium these sectors typically
command began unwinding amid a slight
improvement in risk appetite.

Adding to the selling pressure on the last trading
day was rebalancing activity linked to the MSCI
index, which triggered significant institutional
outflows in a concentrated window.

What drove the mood

Crude oil fell sharply during the week, driven by
growing optimism around a possible diplomatic
breakthrough between the US and Iran. That
provided some relief. But the India
Meteorological Department's forecast of a below-
normal monsoon quickly offset those gains,
bringing food inflation concerns back to the fore.

The rupee managed a modest recovery after the RBI
signalled that the Indian currency remains
undervalued — a comment markets read as a mild
indication of support.Foreign institutional
investors pulled out roughly Rs 23,700 crore
during the week, keeping sentiment cautious
across large cap counters.

Midcaps and smallcaps hold their ground

While the headline indices struggled, the Nifty
Midcap100 gained 0.54 percent and the Nifty
Smallcap100 rose 1.02 percent over the week—a
clear sign that domestic investor appetite for
smaller companies remained intact even as
foreign money moved out of larger ones.Where
markets go from here

Traders are watching the 24,000 to 24,100 range on
the Nifty 50 as a firm resistance zone, while
23,300 to 23,000 is seen as the key support area to
hold. For Bank Nifty, resistance sits around
54,600 to 54,800 and support is placed in the
54,000 to 54,200 band.

lliness, insurance and the cost of timing

What happens when a chronic
illness arrives hefore health
insurance! One Multiple Sclerosis
patient's journey highlights the
challenges of getting coverage for
pre-existing diseases in India.

New Delhi.(Agency)

In 2019, upon my Multiple Sclerosis
diagnosis, I was admitted to the hospital
for five days. Atdischarge, I received a bill
of Rs 2 lakh, an amount more than double
my monthly income at the time. My
corporate insurance covered 90 percent of
it and I paid the rest. I left feeling
fortunate, even reassured.

It took me a year to understand how fragile
that reassurance was. As mobility
challenges set in, I had to step away from
my career. With that, I lost the corporate
insurance [ had relied on.

Not taking personal health insurance was
one of my biggest mistakes. One I cannot
undo because health insurance is typically
meant to be purchased before illness.
Once a condition is diagnosed, it is
classified as pre-existing and is often

excluded for life or is heavily
restricted.Even relatively manageable
conditions are treated with caution. For
instance, thyroid disorders often come
with waiting periods of up to three years
before any claims can be made, despite
continuous premium payments. If that is

the case for common conditions, the
exclusion of complex, lifelong illnesses
like MS is inevitable.I have been
covered under a family health insurance
plan since 2004, with premiums paid
consistently for over 20 years.

However, a request to increase the sum

insured after my diagnosis, in order to
accommodate my condition was denied
on the grounds that it was considered a
pre-existing condition, leaving no room
to adjust coverage when needed the
most. THE HIGH COST OF LIVING
WITHMS

The disease-modifying therapy I rely on for
MS- Ocrevus (ocrelizumab) costs
approximately Rs 2.81 lakh per infusion,
excluding hospital and related expenses.
In total, each cycle comes close to Rs 3.5
lakh.Administered every six months, this
brings the annual cost to nearly Rs 7 lakh.
This amount is about twice the annual
income of a middle-class individual in

urban India.

ofreach.

NOTNEED

This reveals who health insurance really
serves. In principle, insurance exists to
protect against uncertainty. In practice, it
often benefits those who secured coverage
before illness struck. For those who did
not anticipate a chronic condition early
enough, meaningful coverage remains out

ASYSTEM THAT REWARDS TIMING,

I often find myself asking a simple question:
why didn’t I know enough about health
insurance to take it in time? The answer, I
have come to realise, is not just personal-
itis cultural.Health insurance is rarely part
of everyday conversation. It is not
something we discuss openly with friends
or within families, nor is it meaningfully

taught in schools. I do not remember being
told, at any stage, about its importance.
Like many others, I learnt about it only
after I needed it.Even now, most people I
know continue to rely entirely on
corporate insurance, assuming it will be
enough. Few expect that illness could also
mean losing their financial security and
perhaps, no one should have to live with
that fear. What has been harder to process
is the shift in response after my diagnosis.
Before, no one spoke about insurance.
After my diagnosis, it became a question
of personal responsibility. Why didn’t
you plan better? I was asked. The same
advice that was never offered earlier was
now delivered with certainty.

WHY MANY INDIANS LEARN
ABOUT INSURANCE TOO LATE

I accept that I did not plan better. But the
larger question remains: why is this
something we are expected to learn only in
hindsight? If awareness is truly
everywhere, as we are often told, why
does it so often arrive only after the
damage is done?

The truth is we do not talk about health
insurance until it is too late. Preparedness
is treated as individual responsibility but
the knowledge required to prepare is never
meaningfully shared.
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Kumbh-fame Monalisa's hushand charged
under SC/ST Act, police inform court

New Delhi.(Agency)

Madhya Pradesh Police on Friday informed
the Kerala High Court that a case under the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act had been

added against Farmaan, the husband of held under official
viral Kumbh Mela sensation Monalisa supervision.The marriage
Bhosle, and argued that the couple’s snowballed into a massive

anticipatory bail plea was therefore not
maintainable.The couple moved the court
seeking anticipatory bail in a case
registered on a complaint filed by Bhosle’s
father, who alleged that his daughter had
been abducted. Additional Solicitor
General SV Raju informed the bench of
Justice Kauser Edappagath that
anticipatory bail under the CrPC would not
be maintainable in view of the provisions
of the SC/ST Act.

Monalisa, from Indore, shot to fame during

captivating smile and striking eyes. She
travelled to Kerala in March and reportedly
sought police protection to live with her During the hearing on Friday, the ASG
boyfriend Farmaan, following
which the couple’s marriage was

controversy after the National
Commission
Tribes alleged that the woman
was allegedly around 16 years
old at the time of the marriage
and that forged documents may
have been used to facilitate the
wedding. Following these
findings, Madhya Pradesh Police
registered a case against Farmaan
under the Pocso Act. Allegations of 'love
jihad' were also raised against Farmaan.

the Prayagraj Kumbh Mela for her When the matter came before the High Court

for Scheduled

Atroc

earlier, interim protection from arrest had
been granted to the husband.

submitted, "The offence falls under the

ities Act. Section 3(2)(v) is invoked.

The victim belongs to the Scheduled Tribe
community. The first petitioner does not
belong to the SC/ST community".

Section 3(2)(v) of the SC/ST Act
provides that any person committing
an offence punishable with
imprisonment of 10 years or more
against a member of a Scheduled
Caste or Scheduled Tribe shall be
liable for life imprisonment and fine.

During the proceedings, the couple
sought permission to amend their
anticipatory bail plea. The Madhya
Pradesh Police opposed the move,
contending that the proposed
amendments were aimed at curing
deficiencies already pointed out by
the prosecution during earlier

hearings.

Because of Section 18 of the SC/ST Act, ASG Raju argued that the facts sought to be
the anticipatory bail is not maintainable.

introduced through the amendment were

already within the petitioners” knowledge
at the time of filing the original plea and
therefore could not be treated as
subsequent developments. He accused the
couple of hiding important facts and trying
to cover the gaps in their case after the state
raised objections.Responding to the
objection, Justice Kauser Edappagath
observed, “Already there were sufficient
pleadings, but the exact wording was not
there.”

Senior advocate Sasindran, appearing for the

couple, defended the amendment plea and
said the bail application had been filed in
Kerala because the couple faced serious
threats over their interfaith marriage.
Referring to photographs allegedly
showing marriage pictures being burnt and
attacked by "fundamentalists", he argued
that the couple feared travelling to Madhya
Pradesh.

New teams for districts soon: Delhi

BJP chief Harsh Malhotra

New Delhi.(Agency)

A day after taking charge as president of the Delhi unit
of BJP, Harsh Malhotra on Friday said that gaps in the
organisation at the district level will be filled on a
priority basis. Malhotra, who is also the MoS for road
transport and corporate affairs in the Modi
government, said that the new team of Delhi BJP will
be formed in the next couple of months.

“The teams in the districts will be formed in the next
15-20 days, while the reorganisation of the state unit
and appointment of office bearers will be completed
in the next two months,” said Malhotra.

One of the first major responsibilities assigned to
Malhotra will be overseeing the fortnight-long
programmes in June to mark 12 years of the Modi-led
government at the Centre. Soon after assuming
charge on Thursday, he chaired a meeting with party
MPs, MLAs, councillors and district presidents to
review preparations for the events.

Talking about the preparations for MCD elections to be
held in November next year, the Delhi BJP president
said the party remains consistently active on the
ground with public welfare at the core of its agenda
and expressed confidence that it would achieve the
desired results. He added that the Centre, the Delhi
government and the BJP-led MCD have been
delivering good governance in the national capital,
which is why people continue to support them.

BJP is not a party that starts preparations for the
elections at the last moment, Malhotra said regarding
next year’s Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
polls. “Our teams are ready at the Mandal level; some
necessary changes will be effected wherever needed.
The important thing is that our government in Delhi
has done many development works, as there is no
lack of funds,” he said.

India’s first integrated weather
intelligence facility launched at
Delhi airport

New Delhi.(Agency)

[n a major boost to aviation safety and
meteorological capability in India, an advanced
integrated aviation weather intelligence and
nowcasting facility became operational at the
Indira Gandhi International Airport (IGIA) on
Friday.SKYCAST is a joint venture between the
Ministry of Science and Technology and Delhi
International Airport Limited (DIAL).

An official release from DIAL said, “SKYCAST isa
next generation aviation meteorological platform
that integrates advanced remote sensing
technologies, atmospheric profiling systems and
intelligent nowcasting tools to continuously track
rapidly evolving weather conditions that may
impact flight operations.”

The system combines a Radar Wind Profiler,
Microwave Profiling Radiometer, Sonic Detection
and Ranging, and Automated Weather Stations to
deliver high resolution wind and thermodynamic
profiling of the atmosphere.

“With the commissioning of SKYCAST, Delhi
airport becomes the only airport in India to deploy a
comprehensive, real time atmospheric monitoring
system specifically designed to support aviation
and airport operations,” DIAL said.

[t enables continuous real time monitoring of critical
atmospheric parameters, including temperature and
humidity profiles, wind speed and direction, and
near surface high resolution wind observations.

“SKYCAST is capable of assessing atmospheric
conditions from the surface up to nearly 10 km
altitude for thermodynamic profiling and several
kilometres for wind observations. This
significantly enhances the ability of meteorologists
and aviation stakeholders to accurately track and
respond to rapidly changing weather systems,” it
said.A key feature of the system is its automated
nowcasting and hazard alerting capability. It detects
and provides real time alerts for critical aviation
hazards, including wind shear, fog, inversions,
icing and turbulence.

No more indefinite delays: Supreme Court
sets 3-month deadline for reserved verdicts

New Delhi.(Agency)

In a move to tackle delays in the judicial
system, the Supreme Court has laid
down a set of timelines and guidelines
for pronouncing and uploading
judgments after courts reserve their
verdicts.

The top court said that if a judgment is P8
not delivered within three months of §
being reserved, the Registrar General
concerned must place the matter
before the Chief Justice of the High
Court. The Chief Justice may grant an
additional two weeks for pronouncement
of the verdict, If the judgment is still not
delivered within that period, the case can
be reassigned to another bench.The
Supreme Court further directed that
where only the operative portion of a
judgment has been pronounced, the
detailed reasons must be uploaded within
15 days. If this does not happen, affected
parties may move an application before
the court. If the reasons are not uploaded
within 30 days, litigants may seek transfer

India-US interim trade pact reaches
be signed soon: US Ambassador to India Sergio Gor

New Delhi.(Agency)
US Ambassador to India Sergio Gor
on Friday expressed optimism that

of the matter to another bench for fresh
consideration.To improve transparency,
the court ordered that the date on which a
judgment is reserved must be displayed
on the respective High Court’s website.
Registrars General of all High Courts
have been directed to place the guidelines
before their Chief Justices for
implementation. The Supreme Court also
emphasised that judgments in reserved
matters should ordinarily be delivered
within three months. Cases involving
personal liberty, including bail matters,
should be prioritised and decided

talks. We fully expect the new trade
deal to be signed within the next few
weeks and months,” he said.

an interim trade agreement between Within just two decades, the bilateral
trade between India and the US has

India and the US will be signed
soon. Delivering a talk on US-
India Trust Initiative: Advancing
partnership in research and
training” at [I'T-Delhi, Gor said the
agreement between is in the final
stages and will unlock prosperity
forboth. ;
“President Trump’s goal is to
facilitate bilateral trade in a way
in which it creates unprecedented
opportunities for American
businesses and workers. Just last
week, India had sent a team to
Washington, DC, to finalise the last
one per cent of that trade deal. Next
week, we will welcome a US
delegation here to continue those

shot up from 20 billion to 220 billion
in goods and services. “It is not just
the volume, but it reflects deeper
engagement and stronger economic
integration.” he said.Repeatedly
dwelling on the solid partnership
between the two nations, the
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Late response in Delhi's Hauz

s fire: Locals

re official stated that two fire tenders were

dispatched immediately after receiving the

expeditiously.

information, one from Geetanjali Fire Station and

In a major relief for undertrial an

other from Bhikaji Cama Place Fire Station.

prisoners, the court said orders in
bail cases must be pronounced on the
day after the order is reserved. Bail
orders should be promptly
communicated to jail authorities,
and undertrials granted bail should
be released on the same day or, at the
latest, the following day. Trial courts
have also been directed to report
compliance to the High Courts.

The directions came while hearing petitions
alleging extraordinary delays in the
pronouncement of judgments by the
Jharkhand High Court. Petitioners
claimed that verdicts in their criminal
appeals had remained reserved for two to
three years after final arguments were
concluded. Taking serious note of the
issue, the Supreme Court had expanded
the scope of the matter and sought status
reports from all High Courts regarding
cases where judgments had remained
reserved for months or years.

mnal stage, will

park
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ambassador said, “Critical and

emerging technologies are

fundamentally reshaping the global

balance of power. And I believe no

partnership is better positioned to
lead that charge than ours.”

The Indo-US relationship must
deliver tangible benefits for both
nations. “For too long, those
centres of power have been in
places that have frankly
remained outdated. One of the
things the Trump administration
has done is identifying the new
centres of power. To me, to the
president and the administration,

the importance of India is now. It is
not stuck in other places. It is not
stuck in past societies. We realise
the potential that India has and the
growth that India has, not only
economically.

and

with
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New Delhi.(Agency)

Dhanendra, a 1968-batch retired IAS officer and
former executive director representing India at
the World Bank, died on Wednesday night after

a fire broke out at his residence in Hauz Khas

area, a couple of days before his 80th birthday.

His son, who had travelled from London for the
birthday, also gotinjured in the incident.

The night guard in the area saw the fire and
alerted locals. According to the neighbours,
apart from fire tenders being late, the cars

ed on both sides of the roads delayed

movement. They reportedly used buckets of
water and other available means to contain the
flames.

“The fire brigade took around 20 to 25 minutes to
arrive. They were saying that they could not

te the address properly and that the street
too narrow. However, I don’t think that was

the case because we heard the siren only once,

after that, they arrived at the spot,” one of

the neighbours said.

Another neighbour Priya said, “The whole
ground floor was on fire. All the neighbours
were there to support uncle. Aunty was brought

early, but Uncle, unfortunatcly, was still

inside at that time. | think we all should have fire
extinguishers in houses.”

Residents of Hauz Khas Enclave said the incident
exposed deeper concerns over emergency
preparedness in Delhi’s gated colonies, where
roads are often blocked or narrowed due to
security barricades and indiscriminate parking.
“This could have been avoided if the fire
department had not taken so much time to
respond. I made the first call around 11.15 pm

then three more calls, but it took them

around 50 minutes to come. By that time we
were trying to douse the fire ourselves along

police personnel using water buckets,”
ishek Ranjan, Kumar’s manager for the
14 years, said.

According to him, the fire started after a
suspected short circuit in the indoor unit of an

and quickly spread through curtains and

furniture on the ground floor. Domestic help
Ramesh Kumar said that the AC caught fire.
“First, we rescued Madam, who was in a
wheelchair. Then, I. along with my owner’s son,
took out the retired bureaucrat and shifted him

¢ hospital.

Rain, cloud cover bring brief respite to Delh,
temperature drops by 9 degrees Celsius in 48 hours

New Delhi.(Agency)

Clouds shrouded the city, and traces of
rain were reported in a few areas on
Friday as Delhi recorded its lowest
maximum in 21 days and witnessed a
sharp fall in temperatures of up to 9.4
degrees Celsius in places over the past
48 hours.

As per the weather department, the city’s
maximum temperature settled at 36.8
degrees Celsius on Friday, the lowest
since May 8, when it stood at 36.4
degrees Celsius. However, during the
intervening 21 days, the mercury
steadily climbed. crossing the 45-degree
Celsius mark amid prolonged heatwave
conditions. According to data from the
India Meteorological Department
(IMD), temperatures across the national
capital dropped sharply over the past 48
hours.

Safdarjung recorded a decline of 7.5 The minimum temperature was recorded

degrees Celsius, with the maximum
temperature falling from 44.3 degrees
Celsius on May 27 to 36.8 degrees
Celsius on Friday. Meanwhile, Ridge

witnessed a drop of 8.8 degrees
Celsius, from 45.6 degrees
Celsius to 36.8 degrees Celsius.
The sharpest decline was |
recorded at Ayanagar and Palam,
where maximum temperatures |
fell by 9.4 degrees Celsius each.
On the other hand, Ayanagar
cooled from 45.4 degrees
Celsius to 36.0 degrees Celsius,
whilePalam dropped from 44.6
degrees Celsius to 35.2 degrees
Celsius. Lodhi Road also saw a

substantial fall of 8.9 degrees Celsius,
temperature
decreasing from 44.6 degrees Celsius to

with the maximum

35.7 degrees Celsius.

%

at 25.3 degrees Celsius at Safdarjung,
1.3 degrees below normal.

Rainfall during the 24-hour period ending
8.30 am was recorded at 4.0 mm at

Safdarjung, 4.3 mm at Palam and 3.8
mm at Ayanagar, while Lodhi Road
recorded trace rainfall. No rainfall was
recorded at Ridge during the period.
Additionally, the IMD has forecast

thunderstorms accompanied by rain to
persist till May 31. For Saturday, the
weather office has predicted a minimum
temperature of around 23 degrees
Celsius and a maximum temperature
of around 35 degrees Celsius. A
yellow alert has also been issued for
thunderstorms accompanied by rain.

§ Mahesh Palawat of Skymet Weather
attributed the weather activity to a
western disturbance over the hills, an
induced cyclonic circulation over
Rajasthan and adjoining areas, along
with humid winds from the Bay of
Bengal that have increased moisture
levels over the city.“The current spell
of pre-monsoon rains is likely to be
stronger than the pre-monsoon showers
witnessed in Delhi earlier this month
and in April, leading to widespread
rainfall activity across the city,” Palawat
said.
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IMF. World Bank, Others
Warn Middle East War Is
Straining Energy Supplies

Blue Origin mvestigates rocket explosion as public is
warned about possible wreckage washing ashore

World.(Agency)
The heads of the International Energy Agency,
International Monetary Fund, World Bank and World
Trade Organization warned on Friday that the war in
the Middle East was straining global energy supplies
and hitting vulnerable economies hardest.

The US-Israel war on Iran has disrupted trade, rattled
financial markets and raised concerns over global
energy supplies, particularly through the Strait of
Hormuz, a key route for oil and gas shipments.

The global institutions said that the world economy
remained resilient, but the conflict was
disproportionately affecting poorer countries through
higher fuel and fertilizer prices, increased
uncertainty, and risks to jobs.

The heads of the groups met on Thursday to discuss
how they should respond to the economic impact of
the war, they said in a joint statement. US President
Donald Trump has said he would decide Friday overa
potential deal with Iran to extend their ceasefire that
would need to include opening the waterway and
dismantling Tehran's capacity to make a nuclear
weapon."If shipping flows do not return to normal,
continued rapid depletion of global oil inventories
ahead of peak summer oil demand in the Northern
Hemisphere would present increasing risks for fuel
security, market conditions, and broader economic
resilience," the institutions said.

Indian student killed in
Canada: 22-year-old
attacked with knife; India's
consulate expresses sorrow

World.(Agency)

Vidhi Megha, a 22-year-old Indian international
student from Borsad in Gujarat's Anand district, was
killed on May 15 in St. Catharines, located in
Canada's Niagara region. She was reportedly
attacked with a knife in a suspected homicide
incident. Meanwhile, the Consulate General of India
in Toronto has expressed sorrow and stated that the
Indian authorities are constantly in touch with the
bereaved family and are providing all support and
assistance, including transportation of the mortal
remains to India.

According to her father, Vidhi Megha had gone to
Canada to study business management and had
completed her three-year course. She later enrolled in
a Personal Support Worker (PSW) Honours
course.The Consulate is deeply saddened to learn
about the death of an Indian international student,
Vidhi Megha in St Catherine, Niagara. We convey
our deepest condolences to the bereaved family and
solidarity on this tragic loss," the Consulate General
of India in Toronto said in a post on X. "The
Consulate is in touch with the family members in
India and Canada and also the funeral home and is
providing all support and assistance to the family,
including for transportation of the mortal remains to
India," it added.Earlier, the father of the Indian
student had urged the government to repatriate her
mortal remains to India for her final rites.

“My daughter is 22 years old; the incident happened in
St Catharines in Canada's Niagara region. She was
attacked with a knife," her father, Kalpeshbhai
Medha, said on Thursday.

"Your dead hushand....":
Candace Owens slams Erika
Kirk over Charlie Kirk’s
private letters, calls
fundraising effort
“shameless”

World.(Agency)d

A social media dispute started this week after
conservative commentator Candace Owens publicly
attacked Erika Kirk for sharing personal notes and
letters written by her late husband, Charlie Kirk. The
conversation exploded across X, eliciting strong
reactions from fans and critics alike as questions
swirled about grief and privacy and public
fundraising. The controversy began when Erika Kirk
posted emotional reflections about Charlie Kirk, as
well as photos of notes he’d handwritten to her during
their marriage. While many followers viewed the
posts as an intimate tribute to their relationship,
Owens claimed the move crossed a line, particularly
because the content was linked to fundraising efforts.

Candace Owens calls out Erika Kirk on Charlie Kirk
lettersOwens had no qualms about criticizing. In a
widely circulated post, she wrote:"Sharing private
letters from your dead husband for the express
purpose of fundraising is as tasteless as it is classless
and I am without patience for those pretending
otherwise. There is nothing beautiful about this. It is
shameless emotional-manipulation for money, made
worse by the fact that these e-mails are not even
authored by her."The comments immediately
triggered discussion on the net. Some users agreed
with Owens, saying private correspondence should
remain private, especially after the death of a loved
one. Others pushed back, saying grieving families
should be free to honor and remember loved ones
however they see fit.This debate reflects a larger
tension that often occurs when public figures share
deeply personal moments with vast audiences. One
person sees a touching tribute, another sees an
inappropriate use of private memories.Erika Kirk’s
tribute to Charlie Kirk resonates with
supportersSupporters of Erika Kirk argue the posts
offer a glimpse into the human side of a public figure.
They believe the letters help preserve Charlie Kirk’s
legacy while offering comfort to people who are
dealing with loss and griefin their own lives.

US Vice President JD Vance told reporters that Trump was not yet ready to approve
it, even though negotiations had "made a lot of progress."

CAPE CANAVERAL.(Agency)

Jeff Bezos' Blue Origin is assessing
damage to its launch pad after a rocket
exploded during a test firing, creating a
giant orange fireball seen and felt for
miles around.The company fueled the
hulking New Glenn rocket Thursday
night, hoping to briefly ignite the engines
ahead of a satellite launch next week. But
the 321-foot (98-meter), rocket blew up,
taking part of the pad with it.

Aerial views on Friday revealed heaps of
crumpled structures on the ground, with
just one tower and the water tank still
standing. Emergency officials warned the
public to avoid any wreckage that might
wash ashore and to instead call 911. There
were no reported deaths or injuries.

It's a major setback for Blue Origin, coming
just one month after the entire New Glenn

fleet was grounded because of an upper-
stage engine issue that dumped a satellite
in the wrong orbit.Named after John
Glenn, the first American in orbit, New
Glenn is the rocket that Blue Origin plans
to use to launch landers to the moon under
NASA's Artemis program that aims to
build a sprawling base near the moon's
south pole. The goal is to land the first
Artemis moonwalkers as early as 2028,
Earlier this week, the space agency
awarded a new contract to Blue Origin
worth hundreds of millions of
dollars.None of the assigned 48 Amazon
Leo satellites were on board the newest
rocket when the blast occurred. Another
batch of Amazon Leo satellites —
competing with SpaceX's Starlinks to
provide internet service to remote locales
— lifted off from another pad at Cape

Canaveral Space Force Station on Friday
night, courtesy of United Launch
Alliance's Atlas Vrocket.

It was the second launch of the day.
SpaceX launched more Starlinks to
orbit Friday morning, within 12 hours
of the explosion. CEO Elon Musk has
two Florida pads in action, one on the
Space Force side where the latest
Falcon 9 lifted off and the other at
NASA's Kennedy Space Center.Blue
Origin has just one Florida pad:
Launch Complex 36 dating back to
the early 1960s. NASA's Mariner and
Pioneer interplanetary probes
rocketed away from there, as well as
the moon-bound Rangers and
Surveyors. The Washington state-
based Blue Origin spent more than $1
billion rebuilding the launch complex
— taking it from double pads to a

single — after leasing it from the Air

Forcein2015.

US Democrats say Bondi refuses to answer ~ No state can impose
Trump-related questions in Epstein probe

CAPE CANAVERAL.(Agency)

Former US Attorney General Pam Bondi

refused to answer questions from
Congress on whether President
Donald Trump was aware of the late
sex offender Jeffrey Epstein's
activities that led to his criminal
indictments or whether he directed her
to redact Justice Department files that
were made public, Democratic
lawmakers said on Friday.In a closed-
door interview before the House of
Representatives Oversight Committee
on Friday, Bondi also said Todd
Blanche, who now serves as acting
attorney general, had been responsible
for the documents' release."l did not
lead every aspect of this effort or
conduct that document review myself.
| delegated oversight over this process
to Deputy Attorney General Todd
Blanche," Bondi said in a prepared
statement obtained by Reuters.Bondi
later said that she backed Blanche in

her testimony. "l praised Acting AG
Blanche’s management of this
Herculean task. I said his ethics are
beyond reproach and that he is an
incredible Attorney General," she
wrote on X.Representative Robert
Garcia of California, the top Democrat
on the committee, told reporters Bondi
refused to answer questions pertaining
to Trump, saying a Justice Department
lawyer sitting next to her "stepped in
and told the former attorney general
that she was not going to answer those
questions."Under her tenue, the Justice
Department said it would not release
information that exposed victims or
compromised ongoing
investigations.Bondi faced sharp
criticism from Democrats and some
Republicans during her tenure for her
handling of the release of millions of
documents related to Epstein.

Democrats and some Republicans

accused Bondi of trying to shield

Trump from scrutiny. Trump opposed
the release of the information until
shortly before Congress
overwhelmingly passed a law ordering
its release.Democratic Representative
Melanie Stansbury of New Mexico
said Bondi told the committee that the
Justice Department has released 3
million out of 6 million Epstein-related
documents. "This is a cover-up," she
saidn her opening statement to the
panel, Bondi acknowledged
"redaction errors" but did not detail
those mistakes. She also defended the
Trump administration's handling of the
Epstein case and the release of the
documents."To the best of my
knowledge. the department produced
everything required,” she said in her
statement, which was obtained by
Reuters.The interview with Bondi
concluded without her speaking to
reporters gathered outside the
committee room..

US Green Card: Most Immigrants Will Not
Have To Leave America, Says DHS

LONGVIEW .(Agency)

Most immigrants seeking permanent

residency in the United States will not
be required to leave the country while
waiting for their green cards, the
Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) has clarified,
according to The New York
Times. The clarification follows
confusion over a recent
announcement by US Citizenship
and Immigration Services
(USCIS), which appeared to
suggest that applicants would
generally have to return to their
home countries and wait abroad
unless they qualified for
"extraordinary"
exceptions.However, DHS said
on Friday that there had been no broad
change in policy. According to The
New York Times, immigration officers
have long had the discretion to decide
on a case-by-case basis whether an
applicant should complete the green

States.A DHS spokesperson said the
latest guidance was simply a reminder
of that existing authority and not a new
requirement for all applicants. The
department stressed that most people

seeking permanent residency would
still be allowed to remain in the country
while their cases are processed.

Officials indicated that certain factors,

such as visa overstays or other
immigration concerns, could influence
individual decisions. However, DHS

has not provided detailed guidance on

exactly who might be affected.The

clarification represents a notable shift

from the impression created by last

week's announcement, which sparked
concern among immigrant
communities and immigration
advocates. Even some officials
within the department were
reportedly uncertain about the
scope of the guidance when it was
first publicised.

According to The New York Times,
a senior White House official
described the move as a routine
administrative matter rather thana
significant shift in immigration
strategy.

Despite the latest explanation,

questions remain because the

government has yet to clearly define
the circumstances under which
applicants may be required to leave the

United States during the green card

process.

hegemony: US
Defence Chief draws
red line on China

World.(Agency)
US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth on Saturday
urged Asian allies to ramp up military spending to
counter China's growing power and prevent its
dominance in the region, warning of "rightful alarm"
overits rapid military buildup.

Hegseth, speaking at the Shangri-La Dialogue in
Singapore, Asia's premier forum for defence leaders,
militaries and diplomats, said stronger, more self-
reliant allies are keyThere is rightful alarm regarding
China's historic military buildup and the expansion
ofits military activities in the region and beyond, " he
said. to deterrence.l.""A Pacific dominated by any
hegemon would unravel the regional balance of
power," Hegseth said. "No state, including China,
can impose hegemony and hold the security of our
nation and our allies in question."The U.S. expects
its Asian allies and partners to increase defence

spending to 3.5% of GDPas it pledged a $1.5 trillion
investment in its military, the Pentagon chief
said.Hegseth stressed allies want stability, not
escalation."What they want, and what the United
States delivers, is strength that is disciplined, resolve
that is steady, and leadership that is confident enough
to speak and walk softly while carrying a big stick."

Hegseth added ties with Beijing are "better than they
have been in many years," citing "We are meeting
more frequently with our Chinese counterparts by
maintaining open lines of military to military
communication."

NO FREELOADING

Since returning to office, U.S. President Donald
Trump has demanded that allies boost defence
spending and has pointedly said European and
NATO partners should reduce reliance on
Washington."The era of the United States
subsidizing the defence of wealthy nations is over,"

card process from outside the United

Hegseth said.

Trump says Iran deal possible only if all conditions
met amid conflicting claims over negotiations

White House official says US
President will not sign
agreement unless “red lines”
are satisfied, while Tehran
insists no final deal has been
reached and disputes key US
claims.

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

US President Donald Trump will only make a
peace deal with Iran if it meets all of his
conditions, a White House official told AFP
on Friday, as questions swirled about the
state of negotiations to end the war.The
White House had indicated Trump was
close to a decision on a potential deal, even
as Tehran insisted there was still "no final
agreement” on ending the Middle East
conflict.An Iranian state media report also
rebutted several key elements of Trump's

characterization of the deal, with sources
calling his remarks a "mixture of truth and
lies."US sources had told AFP the deal was
waiting on Trump's sign-off following
weeks of halting negotiations over a

conflict that has engulfed the Middle East _

and shaken the global economy.

Trump attended a two-hour meeting in the
White House Situation Room on Friday
but did not reach a decision.

"President Trump will only make a deal that
is good for America and satisfies his red
lines," a White House official told AFP
afterward."Iran can never possess a
nuclear weapon," the official
added.Trump had announced the meeting
in a lengthy social media post, reiterating
long-held demands that Iran agree never to
develop nuclear weapons and reopen the
vital Strait of Hormuz shipping lane.

Iranian foreign ministry spokesman Esmaeil
Baqaei pushed back, telling state media
that the Islamic republic "said goodbye to
the language of 'must' 47 vyears
ago."Exchanges of messages were
continuing, he added, but "no final
agreement has been reached yet."

Ina phone call with the Emir of Qatar, Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian said Iran
was ready to achieve a "dignified
framework" to end the war, according to
state. news agency IRNA.In his post,

Trump said Tehran would remove mines
from the Strait of Hormuz and end its
blockade of the waterway with "no tolls,"
while the US would lift its parallel
blockade of Iranian ports.

The two countries would also coordinate on

removing and destroying Iran's enriched
uranium, he said, adding that "no money
will be exchanged, until further notice."

Iran's Fars news agency, however, cited
sources as saying Tehran was demanding
"the immediate release of $12 billion in
frozen Iranian assets" before moving to the
next phase of negotiations.

On the toll-free reopening of Hormuz,
the sources said "no such clause
appears in the text of the agreement,"
while Trump's comment on
destroying Iran's nuclear material "is
fundamentally baseless."

Bagaei also told state TV there were
currently "no negotiations" taking
place on Iran's nuclear program, as
Iran's top diplomat suggested the US
was holding up a deal with its
approach to the talks.Telling the
truth'?Ali, a resident of the city of
Tonekabon north of Tehran, said that
whatever the deal was, there would likely be
more strife to come.

"Both sides are speaking in a way that keeps
their supporters satisfied. It's not clear who
is telling the truth," the 49-year-old said.

Hopes of an agreement had risen on Thursday
after US officials voiced optimism about
the diplomatic progress.
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NEWS BOX
IPL 2026: Kumar
Sangakkara drops Sam

Curran injury truth
bomb after RR bow out

»

CHENNAL (Agency)

Rajasthan Royals head coach Kumar
Sangakkara has questioned Sam Curran's
absence from IPL 2026 after the England all-
rounder returned to action for Surrey in the
Vitality Blast, despite the franchise being
informed that he had suffered a season-
ending injurySpeaking after Rajasthan
Royals' exit in Qualifier 2, Sangakkara said it
was disappointing to see Curran return to
action in England after the franchise had been
informed that the all-rounder would miss the
entire season due to injury.We were told that
Sam Curran had a season-ending injury, but |
think I saw him play two or three games for
Surrey. That was disappointing because we
would have loved to have had him here with
us," Sangakkara told reporters.Curran was
signed by Rajasthan Royals for Rs 2.40 crore
but withdrew before the start of the season
because of a groin injury. The franchise
subsequently brought in Sri Lanka all-
rounder Dasun Shanaka as his replacement.

Sangakkara said the Roals had accepted the
situation when they were informed of the
injury and praised the squad for the way it
responded despite losing a player of Curran's
calibre."Having brought in Dasun Shanaka as
a replacement after being informed early, |
think the team and everyone involved should
be extremely proud of what they've
achieved," he said.The former Sri Lanka
captain also backed the BCCI's stance on
player withdrawals and injuries, saying clear
rules were necessary to protect the interests
of franchises"A proper, tight policy around
that is always a requirement, and the BCCI
has a strict policy on it. Injuries are part of the
game, and if it's a serious, season-ending
injury, of course we understand," Sangakkara
said.Curran's withdrawal cme after a groin
problem that had troubled him during
England's T20 World Cup campaign.
Speaking after pulling out of the IPL, the 27-
year-old had said scans revealed enough
damage to require an extended period of
rehabilitation."It's an injury that I've kind of
been battling with a little bit. It has gradually
got fractionally worse. [ went for a couple of
scans, and it showed reasonable damage. so |
had to make the tough decision.

Arsene Wenger built the dream,
can Arteta complete it with
Champions League glory?

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

There is a unique pressure that comes with
chasing ghosts. For years, every Arsenal
manager lived under the towering shadow of
Arsene Wenger, the man who shaped the
club’s modernidentity.

Now, as Arsenal prepares for the Champions
League final against Paris Saint-Germain, the
comparison has shifted dramatically.

Mikel Areta has already ended Arsenal’s 22-
year wait for a Premier League title. One
more victory could deliver an unprecedented
European double and spark an uncomfortable
question: if Arteta wins the Champions
League, does he surpass Wenger’s
legacy?The Perfect Run vs The
Unpredictable Challenger

Arsenal has stormed through Europe, reaching
the final without losing a single game,
including all eight group-stage games. A
possible European ‘Invincible’ season is on
card.On the other hand, PSG’s path has been
farmessier, with Luis Enrique’s side enduring
inconsistency in the league stage before
battling their way into another final.

That contrast has led some fans to argue that it
would be a bottle job if Arsenal fails to lift the
trophy. Former India international Robin
Singh, however, disagrees entirely.

“I don’t think it’s going to be a bottle job.”
Robin said in an exclusive inte“The physical
and emotional toll of winning the Premier
League — the best league — from being
called ‘nearly there’ for so many years has
now found fruition. The pressure is off their
back because they’ve won the league.”

Robin believes that from here on whatever
Arteta achieves will be considered an
achievement. “For him now, it's about
continuing that form, and I think more than a
bottle job, it’ll be: “We haven’t done it for 20
years. This is about making history."

Writing History, Not Replacing It

Football debates often reduce legacy to a
simple hierarchy. But Wenger’s influence
extends far beyond silverware.d long-term

Delayed entry, weight change: Vinesh Phogat
clears last-minute hurdles for Asian Games trials

Vinesh Phogat was finally cleared to

compete in the Asian Games 53kg trials

on Saturday after days of legal and
administrative confusion involving the
Wrestling Federation of India.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Even after the Supreme Court cleared her

participation, Vinesh Phogat faced last-
minute hurdles ahead of the Asian Games
selection trials on Saturday, May 30.
However, the wrestler was eventually
allowed to compete in the 53kg category
after days of uncertainty and legal wrangling
involving the Wrestling Federation of India
(WFI). The federation had approached the
Supreme Court challenging a Delhi High
Court order that directed it to permit Phogat’s
participation in the trials.Phogat had to fight
hard to secure her place in the selection trials
after the WFI attempted to block her
participation. The federation had moved the
Supreme Court challenging a Delhi High
Court order that directed it to allow Phogat to

compete in the trials. However, she
eventually had the final word after winning
the legal battle.

The uncertainty continued at the venue as
Vinesh arrived at the Indira Gandhi
Stadium at 6:30 am but was made to wait
until around 8:20 am for her weigh-in.
Notably, the three-time Olympian had
initially planned her comeback in the 57kg
category at the Senior Open Ranking
Tournament in Gonda before being barred

from competing by the WFI. Phogat had

turned up at the event in Uttar Pradesh only to
return without competing.
WHAT’S THE OFFICIAL WORD?

The Wrestling Federation of India (WFI),

meanwhile, issued an official statement
saying the weigh-in for all categories,
including the women’s 53kg division, was
conducted as per schedule at the Indira
Gandhi Stadium, with Vinesh Phogat among
those who completed the required
formalities and were cleared to compete in
the selection trials. However, the statement
did not address the confusion surrounding
her weight category.“The weigh-in for all
weight categories, including the Women’s
53kg category, was conducted at the Indira
Gandhi Stadium, New Delhi, as per the

approved schedule for the Asian Games
selection trials,” the WFI said in a
statement.“All eligible wrestlers, including
Ms. Vinesh Phogat, reported for the weigh-in
and completed the requisite
all eligible

p

formalities.” Accordingly,

wrestlers who fulfilled the prescribed
requirements have been cleared to
participate in the selection trials, which are
scheduled to commence shortly,” WFI
added.

HOW WFI'S ATTEMPT TO STOP VINESH
PHOGAT WAS REJECTED

Phogat was first allowed to compete by the
Delhi High Court after she challenged a
suspension imposed by the Wrestling

Play of the Day: Gill, Sudharsan and a reminder
that cricket's basics never go out of fashion

New Delhi. (Agency)

The IPL has spent years redefining what
batting can look like.Every season brings
with it a fresh innovation. Batters shuffle
across their stumps to lap 145kph fast
bowlers over fine leg. Yorkers
disappear behind the wicketkeeper.
Reverse scoops and ramps, once
considered novelty shots, have
become part of the everyday
vocabulary of T20 cricket. The format
rewards audacity, celebrates invention
and often convinces players that there
is always a newer, smarter and more
adventurous way to score runs..Thatis |
what made Gujarat Titans' chase
against Rajasthan Royals in Qualifier 2 so
fascinating.In a match featuring one of the
most gifted teenage talents the game has
seen in years and a target in excess of 200,
the defining performance came not from
innovation but from execution. It came
from two batters who continue to trust
cricket's oldest principles and execute them
better than most.Shubman Gill and Sai

Sudharsan did not chase 215 with a barrage
of unconventional strokes. They did not
attempt to overwhelm Rajasthan through
recklessness. Instead, they produced a

batting display built on timing, placement,
footwork and shot selection, reminding
everyone that the basics remain just as
effective in 2026 as they were decades ago.

By the end of the night, Gujarat had secured a

commanding seven-wicket victory, booked
aplace in their third IPL final in five seasons
and completed the highest successful chase
in the franchise's history. Gill had produced

Earlier in the evening, Rajasthan Royals had

a sublime 104 off 53 balls, Sudharsan had
contributed a fluent 58 off 32, and together
they had added 167 runs in just 77 deliveries
in a partnership that effectively ended the
contest before Rajasthan realised it was
slipping away.The chase, however, began
long before Gill and Sudharsan walked out
to bat.

been propelled by another remarkable
innings from Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. The
15-year-old prodigy once again played with
a freedom and confidence that belied his
age, smashing a brilliantly paced 96 off 47
deliveries. His innings was packed with
astonishing strokes and fearless intent,
helping Rajasthan post 214 for 6 after
electing to bat first on a used New
Chandigarh surface.At various points
during Sooryavanshi's innings, it appeared
as though Rajasthan were heading towards
a total that would place enormous pressure
on Gujarat. Yet inside the Titans camp, there
was little sign of panic.

- UEFA Champions League: Arsenal face PSG

with European glory and history on the line

UEFA Champions League. Standing in THEROADTO THE FINAL

Arsenal meet holders PSG in the
Champions League final in
Budapest after dominant but
contrasting runs. A first European
crown for Arsenal or a rare
successful defence for PSG would

make this a defining final.

NEW DELHL. (Agency)

As European club football reaches its
crescendo at Budapest's Pusks Arna,
Arsenal and PSG stand one match away
from immortality.Fresh from ending a 22-
year wait for the Premier League title,
Mikel Arteta's Arsenal are chasing the one
trophy that has long eluded the club — the

their way are defending champions PSG,
ed by Luis Enrique, who are aiming to

B eirateihy
v

become the first team since Real Madrid to
successfully retain the title.Arsenal have
been dominant in Europe this season,
arriving in Budapest unbeaten and boasting
one of the competition's best defensive
records. PSG, meanwhile, once again
conquered French football by winning a
fifth straight Ligue 1 title and continue to
impress with Enrique's possession-based,
high-intensity style.

Arsenal's run to their first Champions League

final in 20 years has been built on
consistency and defensive solidity. The
Gunners topped the league phase after
winning all eight matches whilThey
followed that by defeating Bayer
Leverkusen 3-1 on aggregate in the Round

Federation of India (WFI) over alleged

procedural and disciplinary violations,

including a missed dope test last year.The

WFI later approached the Supreme Court to

challenge the High Court order, but the top

court declined to stay her participation. The

Delhi High Court also directed the

Sports Ministry to appoint observers for

the trials, while criticising the WFI's

attempt to block Phogat from
competing.

. WHO ARE THE OBSERVERS OF
VINESH PHOGAT'S TRIAL?

When Vinesh Phogat competes in the
high-profile women’s wrestling Asian
Games

trials, former footballer Aditi Chauhan
and Olympic gold-medallist hockey
captain M M Somaiya will serve as

observers from the Indian Olympic

Association (IOA) and the Sports

Ministry.Chauhan, a pioneering former

goalkeeper who played professionally in the

UK with West Ham United, is currently the

Programme Officer for the IOA’s Athlete

Commission (Safeguarding & National

Olympic Academy), arole she took up earlier

this year. She represented India 57 times

before retiring from international football.

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
more than ready:
Sangakkara backs RR

starboy for India call-up

New Delhi. (Agency)

Rajasthan Rovals head coach Kumar Sangakkara

believes Vaibhav Sooryavanshi is more than
ready for an India debut. The teenage sensation
enjoyed a dream IPL 2026 campaign, finishing
as the Orange Cap holder with 776 runs from 16
matches at an average of 48.50 and a staggering
strike rate 0£237.30, including one century and
five fifties.Amid his remarkable season,
Sooryavanshi also earned a call-up to the India
A squad for next month's tour of Sri Lanka. On
Friday, the 15-year-old smashed 96 off 47 balls,
but his valiant effort went in vain as the Royals
failed to reach the final, losing to Gujarat Titans
in Qualifier 2.Backing Sooryavanshi to soon
earn his senior India cap, Sangakkara praised
the youngster's maturity and composure,
saying he has shown a strong sense of
responsibility and impressive game awareness
throughout the tournament.You never really
know if anyone is ready until they play. But
with everything he has shown against some of
the best bowlers in the world, I think he’s more
than ready to take on any challenge that you
throw at him. I'm sure he’ll get that call-up
very, very soon,” Sangakkara said in the post-
match press conference.He has batted with a
lot of maturity and shouldered the
responsibility of that opening partnership
really well for us this season.

of 16, edging Sporting CP 1-0 in the ‘NEVERAGOOD SIGHT®

quarter-finals, and overcoming Atletico
Madrid 2-1 across two legs in the semi-
finals.

PSG's journey has been far more dramatic.

After finishing 11th in the league phase
and entering the play-offs, they navigated a
series of difficult knockout ties.

The French champions beat Monaco 5-4 on

aggregate before dismantling Chelsea 8-2
in the Round of 16. Liverpool were swept
aside 4-0 in the quarter-finals, while PSG
survived a thrilling 6-5 aggregate semi-final
victory over Bayern Munich to book their
place in Budapest.e conceding only four
goals.

Sooryavanshi also faced a major challenge

against the Titans when he was struck on the
helmet by a sharp bouncer from Kagiso
Rabada. However, the Royals opener showed
remarkable courage, quickly regaining his
composure after undergoing a mandatory
medical assessment before continuing his
innings.And yes, any batter getting hit is scary.
I’ve seen a lot of people get hit, and it’s never a
good sight. But I'm glad he’s OK,” Sangakkara
added.Sooryavanshi may have fallen just four
runs short of'a century in Qualifier 2, but the 15-
year-old still had plenty to celebrate. During his
96-run knock, he became the fastest batter to
reach 1,000 IPL runs in terms of balls faced,
surpassing Andre Russell's previous record.

The flying Sikh: How Gurindervir Singh took back the
title of fastest Indian alive from Animesh Kujur

Gurindervir Singh and Animesh

Kujur are two of the fastest men

in India. The bhattle between the

two is rapidly taking sprinting to

new heights in the country.

Las Vegas. (Agency)

Punjab’s Gurindervir Singh rose to national

prominence in May 2026, when he ran the
fastest 100m sprint ever recorded by an
Indian man. Racing alongside Animesh
Kujur, Gurindervir posted a time of 10.09,
bettering Animesh’s previously held national
record by a considerable margin.What was
perhaps more fascinating was the fact that
the national record was traded three times in
the space of 24 hours. First, Guri broke
Animesh’s 10.18, set last year, by 0.01
seconds in the heats. Animesh rose up to the

occasion soon enough and bettered both
Guri and his own timing by registering
10.15..In the final showdown between the
two, Guri raced ahead and posted a
staggering time of 10.09, becoming the
first-ever Indian to dip under 10.10,
something that seemed like a distant dream
evena few years ago.But that is not the story
that we are telling today. Today's story is
about how Guri, once nearly defeated by
illness, found himself back to be the best
again.

After winning the 2026 Fed Cup, Gurindervir
chucked his spikes hard at the ground, only
to pick them up and kiss them moments later.
The raw emotions came from a man who had
nearly lost his career in 2022.

THE UNMAKING OF INDIA’S FASTEST

MAN

Training in National Institute of Sports Patiala,

Gurindervir fell sick, which left his stomach
lining thinned. Unable to absorb nutrients
properly, Gurindervir lost that year to
sickness and spent a large part of 2023
recovering from it.His previous best of 10.27

had come back in 2021, when he was still
only 21 vyears old. But after the illness,

Gurindervir struggled to get anywhere close
to that level again. Even after making an
explosive comeback in 2024, winning both
the Federation Cup and the Inter-State

Championships, he was still not running as
fast as he once had.The struggle was not just
physical. Training at an elite level without
seeing the same response from your body can
weigh heavily on an athlete. When
Gurindervir joined the Reliance Foundation,
after the Fed Cup 2024, the intensity of the
programme initially left him overwhelmed.
Speaking to ESPN last year, Gurindervir
admitted that he went into the National
Games with negative thoughts in his head,
unsure if he was adapting properly to the
level of training around him.After a hard
couple of years, Gurindervir got back to his
potential again. He became India’s fastest
man in March 2025, posting a timing of
10.20 in the Indian Grand Prix in Bengaluru.
That rush of becoming India’s fastest man
alive, Guri perhaps did not handle very well.

. I think his mind wasn't conditioned for what

happened after that national record, it just
went a bit crazy, and he just wasn't ready for
it. But he's learnt a lot from that,” Guri’s
coach James Hillier told IndiaToday.in in an
interview.

Areinn
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] | Samay Raina Shares Glimpse From
India’s Got Latent Sets, Says ‘Uski Bhi
u r u Shooting Chal Rabi Ha?

/ R, [ R _ , ' '

’ \/ [ Comedian Samay Raina has sparked
fresh speculation about the return of his

| | W 1 1 1 1

controversial show India’s Got Latent.
Nearly a year after the show found itself at the

H; ! . entre of a maj sy over alleged
Was Asked Not To Say 'Hi, Hello' On Toxic | i of s maior conrovey vt
episodes, Samay hinted that the series may be

Set, was TOld 'l Don't want Pleasantries' back in production by sharing a behind-the-

scenes glimpse from its shoot.
I : iara Advani will soon be seen in Toxic: A Fairy Tale For Grown-Ups. In a recent The update came on Thursday, when Samay

interview, the actress opened up about working on the project and revealed how the = firsttook to Instagram Stories to announce the
irector Geetu Mohandas had asked her not to say ‘hi, hello’ to anybody on sets. This = return of his COB chess tournament for
was because the filmmaker wanted the Bollywood star to be in her character’s zone during = longtime fans.
the shoot. Samay Raina Hints At India’s Got Latent
“Geetu is like, okay, tomorrow when you come on set, [ want you to be... and I'm a person Return
when [ walk on set I'm always like, ‘Hi, what’s up, good morning’, I'm that person. And she’s Sharing an update about his chess tournament,
like, ‘I don’t want pleasantries, I want you to come in that zone, no hi hello, not your team, Samay wrote, “Organising my favourite

nobody, justbe ina zone today’," Kiara told Bombay Times. chess tournament for old times’ sake! 1 still
The Bollywood actress also admitted that working on the film was ‘challenging’ because she love you chat." He also revealed the list of

also had to shoot in the Kanna_d:a language. “Workmg in Kannz!da, I lh]pk I_wou]d say Toxic players, which included Anirban Dasgupta,

has been challenging because it’s for the first time that we shot in both English and Kannada. ; : :

We would do the same scene. So this shot was an English shot first till we got the take right. Vaibhavi Sethia, J.OEI Dsou;a, Lacy }.\llsor!‘
Prakhar Gupta, Vivek Desai and Balraj Ghai.

SARAALA ¢ miwui ) TELED In another Instagram Story, Samay cheekily
addressed his Latent fanbase by sharing a clip
from his stand-up special Samay Raina: Still
Alive. Along with the clip, he wrote, “Latent
fans in my dms." The video featured his comic
line, “Yeh chess khel raha hai yaha pe?"

However, it was his next Story that grabbed the
most attention. Samay shared a behind-the-
scenes picture from what appeared to be the
shoot of India’s Got Latent. While he blurred
the faces of the guests to keep their identities
under wraps, he captioned the image, “Uski bhi
shooting chal rahi hai dostoo."

The picture showed Samay holding a
microphone, while comedian Balraj Ghai was
seen standing behind him. The post has now led
many fans to believe that India’s Got Latent is
officially back in production.

Then we do the Kannada take, because you’re, at least for someone like me, Kannada not Poo_la Bhatt Reca_lls ‘spal'k, Wlth
being my language, mugging up my dialogues literally the night before," she said. s g & .
For the unversed, Toxic was shot in English and Kannada but will be released in several other Aamlr Khal] Dunﬂg Dll Hal Ke Manta
languages, including Hindi.However, Kiara also explained that working in the Kannada film . @ ’
Nahin: ‘It Never Bloomed

VIGNESH SHIVAN RAFEEQ ARAMAMES
| TAMIL ) | MALAYALAN

industry was not very different from how she is used to working on Hindi films. “I think
eventually there may be slight cultural differences, but I feel eventually at the core we're all
Indians, so there’s a similarity, there’s a familiarity.

Even the style of working sometimes, the bigger the stars and backup, which is great over there.
But apart from that, [ feel I’ve had a fairly similar experience with working in Hindi and in
Telugu language," she shared.

-.:’-“;. ]ﬁ\_ $ Backed by KVN Productions and Monster Mind Creations, Toxic: A Fairy Tale for Grown-Ups
Y o v also stars Yash, Nayanthara, Huma Qureshi, Rukmini Vasanth and Tara Sutaria in pivotal

83 s roles. Toxic was supposed to hit theatres on June 4, 2026. However, it has once again been

_ postponed. The film’s new release date has not been announced as of now.
|y 4R

amir Khan’s reputation as a “perfectionist”

| on film sets began taking shape quite early

in his career, and according to Pooja Bhatt,

Dil Hai Ke Manta Nahin was one of the films

where that side of him was already visible. The

1991 romantic drama, directed by Mahesh Bhatt,

a starred Aamir and Pooja in lead roles and went on

to become one of the most loved films of its time.

On How She Protects Her Joy Amid Public Scrutiny; = s s e rooa e e i

they shared on camera.

1 Is Loud, But Not Always Wise i
ooja Bhatt Recalls Working With Aamir Khan
ntemEt s 0“ 9 ut Ot ways lse In Dil Hai Ke Manta Nahin
. L . Speaking to Vickey Lalwani, Pooja said Aamir was
alaika Arora has been under constant scrutiny since the start of her career. Apart from her professional = deeply involved in the filmmaking process even
choices, she also frequently makes headlines for her personal life, especially her romantic  back then. She recalled how he would rehearse

relationships. extensively and question everything that did not

Recently, Malaika shared that she has learnt how to protect her inner joy. She also reflected on the things that = _feel right for the character. _
spark joy for her.”I protect it (her inner joy) by remembering that the internet is loud, but it is not always wise. She said, “He is somebody who rehearses. He is
There’s a difference. Over the years, I’ve realised that if you keep handing your peace over to public opinion, somebody whos... Well, some peoplewou'c say

: ) i s ol e ; YR ; intrusive, some people would say extremely
“I){oulll nevzl feel se:tlid w1(tjh|r] yo?ls.e]f:t Malaika Arora told Hindustan Times. interested in every aspect of the film. So he would
ve learned to create boundaries. I don

question, ‘Why are you wearing heels that are so
. ena : i ;
consume everything that’s said about big? That’s not the character.” But I learnt a lot
me. | don’t internalise every opinion. | from him. His precision, for example, as an actor,
lean on real life, my work, my loved

heis a precise actor.”
" ones, my routines, the things that Pooja also revealed an interesting trivia about
actually nourish me.

Aamir’s famous cap from the film. According to
That’s what keeps me grounded," she

her, the cap was Aamir’s own addition to the
_added.Malaika said, “And honestly,

character and had originally belonged to his
; _ nephew, Imran Khan.She said, “He was wrong
with age comes perspective.
1 You stop reacting to every

about a lot of other things but he was right about

one thing which was that cap. That cap was his

passing noise. You addition to the film. He took it from his nephew,
understand that Imran, I think, and he brought it, and we said, ‘Oh
criticism often says my god, you can’t wear this, it's a child’s cap.” He
said, “That’s exactly where I got it from. I got it

more about the from my nephew.” And we were like, “You can’t

person throwing o _ _ _ wear this’ and we were making fun of'this, and that
it than the person receiving it. My joy today comes from being anchored inwholam... = cap became a rage, it was sold on every street
[t’s personal, it’s protected, and it’s not up for public debate." corner."

“I think the thing I'm most joyful about today is my ease with myself. Earlier, like many = Pooja Bhatt Says She And Aamir Were Like Tom
women, I think I spent a lot of time wondering if I was being too much, too outspoken, = And Jerry ) ) ) _
too visible, too ambitious, too glamorous, too independent," she shared.“With time, Loo_l:;n%] bac}:j";:th?“' Off‘:‘lizree“ f“e‘}dsmpe POOJ?;

you realise that the very things people want to shrink in you are often your strengths. z?;w rS dﬁ r?:]lg th::u?}:(r)goslile ;ﬁ;itgllfl_}fet?gslfof ZTI_

Today, I genuinely enjoy being who I am without apologising for it. At this stage of ©  ;,5wing and correct always, and Seenned ity pull

my life, joy comes from not constantly editing yourself to make other people = eachother’slega lot.

comfortable. I've earned that comfort in my own skin," she concluded.
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